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Divided into Three Parts. 
ORE FIKST, 


the High-Commiſſi on, drawn forth againſt him, 


,artly upon the Account of his Non-Conformity. 
THE SECOND, and THIRD, 


/ontaining fome which were witten from Aunbr l, 


tom his Miniſtry; and others upon divers Oc- 
caſfions afterward, from St. Andrews, London, &c. 


n Publiſhed, for the Uſe of all the People of GOD : 
but more particularly for i tho ſe, who now are, or 


aſterrard may be put to Suffering for 
CHRIST and his Cauſe ; By a Well- 


niſber to the Werk, and Prople 
of G 0 D. Hi bl. Fi H 7 


The Fifth Edition. 


ih. 16. 2s "Tho het put you out if the ene 4 Toa, 28 aaa 


ume comet ys hat whoſoever klleth peu, will think that bt. 
dh Gol ſervice, Vers. 3, And th:ſe things will they as 
unto you, becauſe they have not known the Father, nor we. 

Theſſ. 1. 6. Seeing it is a righteous thing with Ged. to 
rcompenſe tribulation to them that trouble you, Vers. 
7. And to you who are troubled, reſt with us, when ths © 
lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his a 
ty hy dgels, &e. | 
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entaining thoſe which were written from Aber 
been, where he was Confined .by a Sentence of 


jartly upon the Account of his Deciining them, 5 


'xfore he was. by the Prelates Perſecution Thruſt Y 
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2» Intended at firſt, to have given thee, the trouble of 


upon ſecond theughts: that as thou ſhculdeſt be at 
'a Loſs in being thereby k pt up too long at the En- 
try, ſo I ould gain but little by following my Erſt 
Look; and therefore I have on purpoſe forborn wha: 
intended: Wherein, as I have pleaſed my ſelf no 
worſe, ſo 1am ſure I have pleaſed thee much berter, than if I had fol- 


Advantage; And therefore leaving and lafing it aſide, I ſhall con- 
fne my le if to what doth more peculiarly relate to this. great, 
little 5ook. | 3 Fe 3 

lathe Entry give me leave to tell thee, that as there are many of the 
Authors Papers, both polemick and practical, which he intended 
for publick uſe and advantage, that will never ſee thelight, becauic 


his own pencil or wholly laidaſide) he carried his pen away with 
himſelf, leaving few in the generation that would undertzke to fol- 
low his Notion and finiſh it, or if they ſhould eſſay it, it would be 
in the iſſue, humano capiti rervicem juwngere equinam ; Upon 
which account the Church of GOD may lamem the Loſs of fuck : 
Vafer in Iſrael : as the World (1 fay N at no {mall Loſs, by be- 
ing robbed of ſo rich a Treaſure, which was intended {or them, 


ſo, theſe few, which the Author did not at all intend for publick | 


uſe, are here ſent abroad: he did Violence to the Deſires of man 
in refuſing to publifh them ( howbeit he was known to conſult the 
datisfact ion and Advantage of the truly Godly, more than his win 
Contentment or Eaſe ) not becauſe he thought them unworthy of a 
Scholar, as not being ſtuffed with a great many fteril Notions : I 
any alledge this, it's non Cauſiz pro Cauſa; but the true Reaſon 
why heendeavoured to ſuppreſs and conceal them ſrom the World, 
3s, leſt any man ſhould think of him ahove what was meet; be- 
cauſe (if not of the abundanee of Revelation, which yet GOD du 
indeed give his ſuffering Servant, as will be clear by comparing what 
he foreſaw, both as to the Work in general, and as to ſome particular 
lerſons, with the Event; yet) of the abundance of Soul refteſhing 


Manifeſtations that he had $ This was the true Reaſon which made 


liminexorable,and kept uin from liſtening to the moſt preſſing and 


aſſiduous 


Nene 
7 οσποοοοοτο , $4400540456 i 
CHRISTIAN READER. | 


: i 
0 


Ma larger Preface to theſe Epiſtles; but I perceived 
Joxed forth a deſign, whereby thou couldeft have reaped _.ſo lit!e + 


(being like Appelles picture, which was either to be perfected by 
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aſſiduous Entreaties of his Friends: He had many things which 
commended him to the People of GOD, but his covering his gte 
attainments as a Chriſtian, and the vregnancie of his parts as 
Scholar, with the vail of humility, (which is the chief Ornament 
of 4 gracious Spirit) as it did render him pecultarly and deſeryegjy 
dear to them, ſo it made both the one and the other ſhine more 
brizhtly, and did beſides their native and 7 7 beauty, give an 
ade cut itious brightneſs and luſtre to all that ght ſtock of Grace ane 
{tors of Parts, which were found ( rera avis in terris) joyntly in 


him, It was manifeſt to all who were but a little acquaint with 


him that his modeſty and humility was ſuch, that in all his moſt 


eminent appearances for GOD, he ſtudied to diſappear, leſt he 


ſnould by ſtanding up, be guilty of intercepting any part of that 
glory, which belongs to him alene, ef whom are all things, and 


oF whom all things: neither was he at any loſs hereby; for thus he” 


came great in the Kingdom of GOD: his growing downward, in 
that high and Goſpel-adorning Grace of humility, made him groy 
upy2:4 in favour with GOD and all Good Men; and thus by deny. 
zug h uſelf, and ſeeking GOD alone, he both found what he ſought, 
and got what he was not willing te take, nor would own as his 
Due. | | | | 
hut, beſides this true Account I have g:ven, why the World was 
depived of ſo Uſeful and Edifying a Piece to this Day; Ithinkit 
ſhould not paſs without a Remark, that GOD in his Gpod Provi- 
donce, hath reſerved the Publication thereof, for ſuch a time as 
this, wherein it ſeems to promiſe a ſingular Advantage, beyond and 
above what was probably attainable at any other Seaſon : Firſt, as 
the iufcting People of GOD, who while they are deprived of theſe 
things in publick, for the moſt part, which Gomtotted them over 
all their Sorrows, and while the Songs of the Sanctuary ( becauſe 
the Pluuiitines have ſtopped moſt of thoſe Wells, out of which they 
ule d to draw and drink with joy, that which was ſweeter to the 
taſte than honey to the mouth, or they have thrown that into 
them, waich hath not only made them loſe their former reliſh and 
ſoectacſ:s, but hath rendred them ſo bitter, that they are now be- 
come gall and wormwood ) are turned into howling and bittet 
1:nencation, while it is thus, I ſay, with the People of GOD, that 
inftcad of being made glad in his Houſe of Prayer, as formerly, they 


are fighting for the ceaſing of thoſe folemn Aſſemblies: they may in 


their 14d outs commune with this Sufferer, who not beingwilling to 
cat his Mo:ſel alone, ſpeaks to them good words, and comfortably he 
telleth you,beloved Sufterers,what a Heaven is to be had in Chriſt's 
company, even when ye are put to bear the Croſs, and to have ſhame 
and fuftciing for his ſake, as your inſeparable companion: Neither is 
his :courte upon this Subject, an empty or idle Speculation: nay, he 
ſypt ales u at he knoweth ; the GOD for whoſe cauſe he ſuffered com- 
foir:d him in the like Tribulation, and ſo he is in caſe to comfert 
bau. by the Comforts, wherewith he himſelf was comforted of GOD. 
| Next, as to thoſe of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who by = Vio- 

| | ence 
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lence of their Adveiſaries, are driven from their Flocks [which to 
2 Godly Miniſter is the greateſt of Afflictions] ſuch I ſay, may 
ſe for ſtrengthing ot their hands, while they are put to contend 
vith thoſe that are too ſtrong for them, how this noble Witneſs, 
who ſuffered for the ſame Cauſe, carried, how he acquitted himſelf, 
and overcame : the Archers ſhot ſore at him, but his Bow abode _ 
in its ſtrength, the Arms of his Hands were made fo ſtrong by the 
Hand of the Mighty GOD of Jacob, that he was too hard for all 
that entred the Liſts With him: and when they thought they had 
done ſufficient, either to force him to a Complyance, or to mak 
him faint under the Effects of their Fury. by depriving him of his 
Miniſtry, which was dearer to him than his Life, he was not by all 
this fo much put to Sutteting (to ſpeak properly) as he was for a 
gealon a little removed from the Noiſe and Diſttact ion that is abroad 
inthe World, to be alone with GOD. O bleſſed Solitude! O ſweet 
dociet)! he was taken out of the Clamour and Confuſion that is 
here below, up to the Mount, where he was admitted to a near 
familiatity, and experienced the ſweetneſs of that Fellowſhip with: 
GOD, which he had preached unto others: Though he was not 
tzken from the Earth, yet he was not only kept from the Evil 
that was then, and is now, in the World; but he enjoyed ſuch a 
Heaven under is heavy preſſutes, that if he being about his Ma- 
ſter's buſineſs, had not been prized by him, as preferable to his 
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1 oxn Conſolat ion, he would have been in hazard of forgetting tlie 

f Ttoubics of Zion, and of ſaying, it's geod for me to be here; but 
o . . ? ; 3.7 . \N 
5 he was ſuch a Servant, as made it his Meat and Drink to do his Ma- 

* lers will ; he had fo learned Chtiſt, as to prefer his Concernments 

Y tohis Chief Joy: and therefore, ye will find him often in theſe 

1 Epiſtles, feaſting upon the Conſolations of GOD, with the Tear 

0 in his Eye, while he remembers Zion, and calls to mind the Delojats. . 


oh Condition of the Flocks of Chriſt [ particulatly his own ] for 
vom nothing was prepared. He found in his Solitude ſuch a. 


4 nicalure of preſence, as could hardly have been expected, out of the 
NE Chamber of Preſence, where there is fulneſs of Joy and Fleafure 
. ter evermore : he knew more in this happy Retirement, of the 
Ms Lxexcite of them who are above (who being made Kings iuts. 
of GOD, have Crowns upon their Heads, and being niade Prictis ailo, 
5 luce theſe to the Giver } than he could have learucd, by re- 
5 Wiving all the Volumes that are written in many Ages, amidſt 
in the greateſt outward Calm and Tranquility: This 1s the Summer 
ty Fluid Ch grew out of the hard Tree of the Croſs of Chriſt that he, 
he 10g put to tear, which was ſo ſweet to his 1 aſte, that it Mace? him 
Vs lildain the Painties of his Adverſaries, and diirelifh tzefe fore 
* ad unſavoury Delights of the Sons of Men, which however they 


may at firſt teem to have ſome petty Sweet in them, yet they quick. y 
er ie Teeth of the Eater on edge, and are found bitter in the Pel- 
ly, end of a bad Digeſtion : Theſe were the quiet F:vits of Righ- 
Koutneis that his Servant reaped by his Sufterings ior Ghriſt, and 
mat in tuch plenty, that out of his Abundance, he tends tome 
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KE 1 
baskets of theſe ſweet Fruits abroad amongft his Friends, both to 
bring up a gcod report upon his liberal Lord and Maſter, who alloys 
on his followers, while they are pinched with Penury of other Com- 
forts, full Meaſure, heaped up, runniag over, and ſhaken together, 
and upon the Croſs of Chriſt alſo, to the end it might appear, that 
| * this Buiden is fo far from imbittering the Life of a ſuffering Saint, 
that by the contrary, as the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in him, ſo 
his Conſolation alſo aboundeth by Jeſus Chriſt. The publication 
then, I ſay, of theſe Epiſtles ſeems in providence to be tryſted on 
purpoſe, with the ſufferings of his Servants at this time, that we 
may be encouraged by his Example, to a Zealous Faithfulneſs, and 


a cheerful Suffering, and may wax bold by his Bonds, under, and 


in which, he did experience much of the glorious liberty of the Sons 
of GOD: Eo oſt do we find him preferring his Confinementto 
all the ſublunary Contentments of his Terſecutors? here did he 
feed upon theſe pure and unmixed Delights. which put ſuch glad- 
neſs in the heart, as expels all the latent and lurking Griefs that are 
there, and cauſeth the Soul, while ſurrounded with all outward 
Trouble to Sing, while they feed upon Aſhes, and fill their Belly 
with the Eaſt-wind, who feaſt upon the Tears of the People of GOD, 
and ſeem to have nothing elſe to interrupt their Tranquility, but 
how they may trouble the Children of Peace: It. as under this 
Rertraintzand in this Houſe of his Bondage, when being ſhut up from, 


and ſpoiled of all Creature Comforts, that he found the ſurpaſſing | 


Sweerneſs of the Conſolations of GOD, which taſte beſt whea they 
are moſt free of the und, and Mixture of other Injoyments : 
There it was where he found the Truth of that Saying of Aeguſtin. 


Tanta eft dulcede calefiis gandii, at fi une gattala diſflacrit in 
inſernam, tetam amaritadinem inferni abſorberet : If ene dray of 
Heavenly joy ſhould fall tnto Hell, it wonld ſwallow np, or ſweeten, all | 
the bitterneſs of that place of Torment. The Love of GOD and the 
joy of the tioly Ghoſt, was ſo abundantly ſhed abroad in his heart, } 


While he was in the Furnice, that his Croſs was not only made 


thereby light and eaſie, and his Life pleaſant, but ye have him often 
lay ing ( becauſe he found by thele fotetaſtes what inconceivable 
Conſolation muſt be in the immediate Viſion and full Fruition of 
GOD ) that if there were no other way to come at the Poſſeſſion of 
that Bleſſedneſs, he would, not only cauſe to ſwim through a Sea of 
outward Troubles; but he would wade through the Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone, to be poſſeſſed of GOD himſelf: and there is none 
whoLnew the gracious Sobriety of this holy Man, that will judge he | 
complemented in ſaying ſo : nay there are none, who have found 
what a cool refreſhing Shade and abundant Cenfblation the Soul 
finds, in the Company of the Son of Man, while the) walk with him 
amidſt the Flames of the moſt ſcorching fiery Trials 3 but they j 


would think ſtrange, if he ſpake otherc»iſe. Let us then be aſhamed 


to ſcarr at the Croſs, or at Chriſt's company, becauſe of it; ſince 
it bears the man, who bears it: Let us reſolve to take joyfully the E 


Loſs of all things, Life it felt not being excepted, in the ſervice of 


ſuch 
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ich a Maſter, who makes us Gainers by our Loſſes, and then in a 
ſpecial way makes up all our Wants, according to his Riches in Glo- 
y vhen we have forſaken all to follow him: Let us ſtudy to car 
nthe fight of Adverſaries, as Men who eannot be made miſerable by 
Aition : for if we be but indeed faithful to him, we are more 
hippy at our worſt, than we know; or rather we are only in fo fat 
miſerable, as we know not how happy we are : he who is admitted 
to know that he hath a place in the Heart of GOD, needs but care 
lite what he meet with from the hand of man: this may wipe 
al Tears from his Eyes, even while he ſighs out that ſad word, T am 
zur and needy, that he knoweth, and is in caſe to add that other, 
jet the Lord thinketh upen me, and doth earneſtly remember me ſtill. 
And by the way ( though it's neither far out of my way not thine, 
nor excentrick to my preſent Purpoſe ) let me ſay, that if the Que 
tion were moved, How it eometh to pats, that he found io mich, 
and other worthy Suffeters alſo before him, that theſe things ſeem al- 
moſt Dreams, and incredible tous? Truely (without ſpeaking 
any thing of ihe abſolute Sovereignty of GOD, who may do with his 
own what he will, and diſpenſe as he pleaſeth, both as to meaſure 
and time) the Reaſon may ſeem to be very obvious: his, and 
their Witneſs bearing for Jelus Chriſt, did every way, and in all 
reſpets, exceed our's : They gave to GOD as Kings [ though 
it was of his own they ſerved him ] their Tefrmonies, againſt the 
Corruptions of their times, whether in King, or Parliament, or 


Clare h- men, had ſo much of miniſterial faithfulneſs, ſo much ot tree- 


dom, ſo much of grave and Goſpel- becoming Boldneſs in them, 1s 
much holy Zeal, even for the leaſt of the Concernments of the 
Kinglom of Chriſt { upon which we are !oth to ſtate our Suffes- 
ings, or for the keeping whereof we are unwilling to hazard theLoſs 
of anything] that it was apparent, they loved him ſo well, that 
they loved not their Lives unto the death, and that Chriſt could re- 
quire nothing of them, as a ſignification of their Zeal for his In- 
tereſts, which they were not at a point to part with, and were not 
ready to give away: And he upon the other hand, to make it ap- 
pear, that they could not Serve the LORD for ncthing, and to evi 
dence his ſpectal Complacency in ſuch a zealous frame of Spicis, 
did, not only extrotdinarly Support them under their Trouble, 10 
that they did not ſink, even when they ſeemed to orhers, to be 


_ preſſed out of meaſure, and beyond fixength 3 but did maiafesßt 


himſelf in a moſt familiar manner unto them, ſo that when chey 
vere almoſt at this, That they had not whereupon to lay their 
Head, they had then free Acceſs, to lean it and lay it on his bo{om.: 
In a word, GOD did declare, that he thoughs nothing too gigzt, 
nor too good for them, who gave themſelves away fo intixely ty 
him; So that if the Queſtion were asked at GOD, whence is ir, 
that there is ſo vaſt a Difference betwixt his Dealing with his ſor: 
mer Witneſſes, and thoſe who now give ſome kind of Teſimony iy 
his Name ? He coutd quickly filence and put to ſhame ./.: Moyzt5 
of that Queſtion, by ſendingus back, to tee what a Difference there 
A 4 75 15 
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is, betwixt what thafe Worthies did and ſuſfered for him; 205 
what we have done, though under moe Obligations, at leaſt ſah 
jectiye, under moe Oathe, Covenants, Ingagemente, Proteſtati. 
ons, and thefe often reiterate, than many of them were: He 
them. as Men whoſe Kearts were lifted up in the Ways of the 
LORD, zs Men who rejoyced and — Righteouſneſs, and 
could neither be flattered nor frowned out of their Fidelity ang 
Freedom, and he hides himſelf from ns, as it were aſhamed of 
fich Wirneſles, whole very Teſtimony is ſo unworthy of ſuch | 
Maſter, and fofar ſhort of what it ought to be, as if indeed we yere 
aſhamed of Him and His Truth, or thought the Torn and the Lame 
a ſufficient Sacrifice for him. It was not the mais Queſtion of theſe 


Mea in a ſuffering time, how much they might let go, and yet keep 


tae Subſtantials of Religion, ot how long they ſhould be ſilent, out 
of Fear, leſt while they endeavoured to acquit themſelves faithfully, 
they ſhould both be reput Raft, and Imprudent, and provoke the 
Magiſtrate, by venting their needleſs jealoufies, to do what he in- 
tended not: They did not chink it enough to give ſome obli- 
que Intimation of theit Diflike, or half fignification of their De. 
teſtat ion of theſe Courſes, whereby they conceived their Maſter's 
Intereſts wronged, His Prerogative incroached upon, and the 
whole indangered: Nay, nay, theſe Men of GOD, who kney 
the Times and what Iſtael had to do, thought fuch a Carriage un- 
worthy of the Ambaſſadours of Chriſt, who are ſet for the Defence 
of the Goſpel, and upon the Matter but as a couching of Aſſes un- 


ger the Burden : They would ſooner have parted with their Lives, 


than with one hoof of what belonged to their Mafter, Th 
thought it more worthy of a Watchman, to put all on their Guard, 
upon the leaſt appearance of the approach of an Enemy, than ſuffer 
, Sheinſelyes to be ſnamefully ſurpriſed in their Security : And they 
thought it more like rhe good Sculdiers of Jeſus Chriſt, to cover 
the Ground where they ſtood with their dead Bodies, than as 
atraid or terrified by their Adyerfaries in any thing, to make a 
diſhonqurable Retreat: He who would have put them from wit- 


neſſing a Good Confeſſion, when the Danger of the Work of GOD 


called them to cry aloud and not to ſpare, behoved, not only to 
have Threatned them ( for that would not have done the Bulineſs, 
they being Men of ſuch mettal, as could have looked Death out of 
Countenauce in it's moſt formidable ſhape, and cartyed in the Face 
of all Oppoſition, as thoſe whom no Affliction could make Miſe- 
rable ) but to ſilence them perfectly, he behoved to have ſent them 
into the other World, which could not be Terrible to them, who 
had the certain Expectation, that if ſo diſmiſſed, they ſhould 
4ake up their place amongſt the Souls under the Alcar, flainfor the 
Word of GOD, andtheir Teſtimony that they held: And. I may 
ſay particularly, to the Commendation of the Grace of GOD, 1h 
this his Faithful Servant (who having ſerved his Generation 
according to he Will of GOD, is now fallen afleep ) that tothe 
Obſervation of all, he never was aftaid of the Face of Man, in 
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new he what it was 


and getting kor the Intereſts of Chriſt, neither k 

ſub» e be silent, when he ſaw theſe in Hazard 3 nav, he was fi:cl a 
ati: n of Levi, as knew neither Friend nor Brother in the watters ot 
met ob: Wiaich Bleſled Diſpoſition did accompeiy hin to his 
the ase; for thougi: fuch was the Indulg ence ob N 810 
and irhful a Servant, that he would have him to Dien Veace 
and thongh he denied him not the Honour of a "ariyr, dying under 
| of WW centence of Confinement to his own Houſe ) plucking him out. 
che jaws of a Bloody Death, wherewith he was! teatned: and. 


lich was intended for him, by them whoſe Indipn»tion had almoſt 
ome to that height, as to ſay upon the Matter. bying him hither- 
n the bed that we may kill him: for not being ſatisfied with the 
fetimony of the Phyticians, nor the Magiſtrates nor the Miniſters 


by che ſequel was too ſadly confirmed] he was Confined in his 
yn Houſe, when he was not able to go abroad, and put to ſhame. 


in: WW: chat place, where he had deſervedly gained the Repute of one of 
— e moſt Learned and ſuoceſsfully laborious Doctors, that ever had 
e. 


led that Chair, and one of the moſt faithful and diligent Mim- 
leis that ever Watched over, or Laboured amongſt a People. Ah. 
atlaud, Scotland, whither haſt thou cauſed thy ſhame to go? It 
thad been an Enemy who had ſought to deal thus with thy Seers and 


ſties in Caves, from the Fury of their Enemies; ar if thou could- 


3 led with them, or to have made it appear, thou only Lived to La- 
l ent the Loſs of a Greater Treaſure, than if thou hadſt loft all the 
3 


old of Indie and Ophiy ; but for thy own Sword to devour thy 
dw Prophets, and that under the colour of Law, what canſt thou 
iy for this that will fatisfie? What Apology canſt thou make to 
30D, for mifufing his Prophets, and ſhedding the Blood of the 


he Nations, who have heard of the Renown of theſe Men, theſe 
aſked in pieces in the midſt of thee, and dealt with, as earthen 


tchers, the Work of the Hands of the Potter? Wilt thou not be 
peechleſs, and not have wherewith to Anſwer him that Reproverh. 


> ad Reproacheth thee 2 Canſt thou look forward, and not bluſh 
ho o think, what ſucceeding Generations will ſay of thee 2 What 


it thou ſay, when it ſhall be asked, by one whom thou muſt Al- 
ker, what manner of Men were theie whole Blood thou didſt ſhed 2. 
(however thou haſt repreſented them now as Malefactors, that. 
ou mighteſt deal ſo with them; yer then muſt thou fay ) all 
pf them were as the Sons of Kings. Ah Scotland! Scotland! the 


1 08 ſolemniy engaged to GOD, and the moſt guilty and ungrate 
— ef all the Nations under the Heavens: Doſt thou not fear after 
1 this, the ery of the Souls under the Altar? Saying with a loud. 
11 Wee, bow long, O Lord, holy and trat. dof! then not judge ana avinge 
og hug on them thes dwell en the earth } Thon was once made * | 


As | | 


the place, certifying, that he was not able to Travel to Edinpurgh 


lithful Prophets, it had become thee better, to have hid theſe by 


| not have preſerved the Lives of ſuch Worthies, either to have 


Juſt in the midſt of Thee? What canſt thon ſay for ſatisfying 


recieus Sons of Zion, comparable to fine Gold, who have been 


[x] 


of as a Carpenter, to fray the Horns of them who did puſh the in t o 
heritance of the LORD ; but now the Spirit of the Horns hal geen 
entered into the Carpenters : and doſt thou think thy ſelf (ecy WR" 
after all this? It's true, there is no viſible power or party upon eau $4 
ef whom thou haſt much reaſon to be afraid; but remember, th p 10 
He who ishigher than the higheſt regardeth, who will make inqui poill be 
fition for the Blood ot his Saints, which thou haſt ſhed, and his ele 
tereſts : If thou wilt fear nothing elſe, let me recommend th (ſerve 
Scythian fear unto thee, of whom it is reported, that they fe: a 
nothing, but that the Heavens ſhomid fall upon them : Alas! if th pony 

Enemy be above thee, how wilt thou guard thy Head, or ſecure ti jt 
Heart, when he gives the blow, and recompenſes thy Way upot what tl 
thine own Head ? but if thonwilt ſtill go on, and inſtead of ſmiti never 
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ing on thy thigh, and ſaying, what have I done? harden thy (elf 
and think to Proſper; I ſhall deſire Grace to have ſuch a frame o 
Soul as to weep for thee in Secret g But to return to my purpoſ 
from which this ſad Meditation hath a little withdrawn me: thong 
ſuch, Iſay, was the tenderneſs of his Maſter to this Servant, je 
when he had nothing elſe to complain of ( being for many Day 
together before his Death, filled with as much joy of the Holy 
Ghoſt as he could hold) he went away regrating this ( though 
with a fweet Submiſſion to his Maſter's will ) that he died not i 
that Bed of Honour, and was net brought forth, to. breathe out hi 
Life and Liſt upen = Scaffold, ſince his Maſter was dealing ſuch Fa 
yours amongſt his Followers ( for to ſome (and hleſſed be hi 
eternally who carried them honourably through ) it was givenf 
not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer, and to the convictions of thei 
Enemies, as Men who ſeemed rather to triumph over that King of 
Terrours, han to be daunted by it's dreadful aſpect:) and ſineg 
He was taking ſuch proofs of the fidelity and affect: on of ſome of hig 
Followers, it will not be amiſs, for this purpoſe, to inſert his own 
Words, which were taken from his Month, not once but often re- 
iterate : Now | ſaid that Faithful Servant, even when he was ups 
on the Threſhold of Glory, ready to receive the Immortal Crown} 
Ay Tabernacle is weak, and I wenld think it a more gloricus wail 
of going hence, to lay «own my Life for the Cauſe, at the Croſs of 
Edinburgh er S. Andrews; but Tſubmit to my Maſter's will. 1s 


with us, and ſo let us know our breach of promiſe ? nay, it theref 
be any thing irange, and to be wondered at in this, it is rather, hat 

he hath not been more Teruble to us, by wiiting his piſan | 
2 a galt 


it any wonder then, I ſay, ſince he, and thoſe other worth Men's . 
way in witneſſing for GOD, was ſo unlike ours, and fo far bc; ond . 
what is to be fouiid in our faint 3ppearances for him. as the one keeps d 
no proportion with the other; that there ſhould be ſo remaikabeſ , 
a difference, betwixt his bearing Witneſs to, and teſtifying his l 
Complacency in what they did, and what we do: If there be © 
for the moſt part, ſome proportion, betwixt the Diſpenſation of { 
GOD, and the Diſpoſition of Men; What wonder, that he uboot 
admitted them to the neareſt Familiarity witiz kimſelf, deal thus | 
| 

| 


[ Rl } | * . 
in our Lulcewarmneſs in greater Characters, than that we have 
abeen more indulgently dealt with. It is exceedingly of ail our 
ſcernments, to lay this to Heart, and ſeriouſly to conſider, whe- 
« this be not the very thing that makes him keep a diſtance from 
I ſuppoſe, upon a very overly Search, and Survey of our way, 
{ill be found, that by our unworthy Carriage in his matters, we 
e rewarded this Evil to our own Souls: Our Sufterirg [ if it 
þferve that Name ] is with leſs Editication and Advantage to the 
church, and leſs Comfort to our own Souls; becauſe if om Teſti- 
pony be weighed in the Ballarce of the Sanctuaty, it will be found 
llt and to want many Pounds, not only of what it ought to have, but 
at theirs had whoſe Work was found perfect before GOD. But if 
ebe really deſirous, to be dealt with as they were { and what is ſo 
enable, next to Heaven, and the coming of the Kingdom of the 
zn of GOD upon the Earth] let us endeavour to carry as they 
lid: were they not men of the like Paſſions and Infirmities with 
s: Why then ſhould not we aim, to be Men of the like Faithful- 
neſs and Zeal with them : then is it, that we may hope to have 
ſweet and halcyon Days in his Service; ſuch as will make us the 
Enmy of our Enemies, a Comfort to our Friends, and an Ornament to 
durprofeſſion: hereby ſhall a good Report be brought up upon the 
ws of GOD, and we ſhall be living Witneſles, that Godlinefs 
vith all Diſadvantages, and when accompanied with the Ficry- 
Trial, is great Gain, and hath it's Hundred Fold in this Life, even 
vith Perſecution. Let us ſtudy to be like them in going about our 
Maſter's work, and then we have Rational Ground to hope, that he 
zho ſhewed by his dealing with the Cloud of Witneſſes that went 
before us (and do ſtil! compaſs us about, and call to follow on) 
that he was not unrighrons, to forget their zeal in doing, their 
patience in Suffering, their Work and Labour of Love; will alſo 
remember us, with the Favour that he bore to theſe who went before 
us: Tken may we expect that he will fay to our 50uls in ſecret, 
when we have faithfuliy acquit our ſelves for him in publick, go your 
way now, and eat your Bread, though it be brown, with joy, and 
drink your Drink, though it be not Wine, with a meriy Heart. for 
I have accepted your Works, and theſe are come up in remembrance 
nh me. O but one of theſe Hours, which Mr. Rather foera had in 
GOD's Company, were worth many Years Suffering, and Sweating 
iu the heat of the day ! I know the Prelates and their Party, will 
think themſelves at a loſs, to hear of it, or have it ſaid, that GOD 
did admit to ſuch Familiarity with himſelf, his faithful Witneſs 
2painſt the wickedneſs of their way þ I grant indeed, it is a ſpecial 
prejudice to them; for though it be ſtrange, yet they who perſe- 
cute his Favourites and Followers, would even be thought to do 
GOD good Service] but leſt I ſnould ſeem to ſay, that there was 
ſome Singularity in GOD's dealing with him [ which 1 know 
ere would grate the Ear of ſome of them, who pretend to be Chief a- 
bat mongſt the reft, that had a particular Spleen againft this eminent 
ure ant of Jeſys Chriſt, I need not trouble the World in __ 
„ | | N | them 


them who he is, that being no secret, though 1 know not whether hs 
would bluſh to have it ſatd, he hated and perſecuted a Man, 0 


Paſlages but they deſerve a more Honourable Mention, and it may | 

de ſome will undertake it, than to be ſhut np within the limits of 4 
| Farentheſis) particularly removed Mr, Welch, who at home, and | 
abroad in France, was taken Notice of, as an Extraordinary Man, as 

a Servaut from whom his Maſter did not conceal what he was about | 

to do: not one Word hath fallen tothe Ground, of all that which | 


dy that Seer was foretold, cokcerning the Trouble of Scotland; Hock : 
| 188 Ties | 6 | DO ge no» 


greatly Beloved of GOD, and dear to all his People, or if he vou in 

not rather boaſt of it; I owe him the Charity that the lattergf too 

the two will be his Choice; and that for fear of being charmed h cure 

will ſtop his Ear from hearing that, Why Perſecateſi then me? and tot! 

will eſſay to juſtifie himſelf, and ſatisfie others, by ſaying, ( accors can 
ding to his accuſtomed Candor and Conſcience ). that he was pro 
Ring-leadet amongſt rhe Phanaticks: it will found harſh allo] ine 
know, in the Ears of them, who, in joyning with him, have ſerve [aft 
themſelves Heirs, to theſe, who went before them, in perſecuting Glc 
him, and ſuch Faithful Men as he was : For as they have come in but 
their places, fo they perſiſt in their practices, only with this Difte- WW tio! 
rence, that in making Havock of the Church of GOD, they out- dq (ci 

all that ever made Apoſtaſie to that way and run at that rate in en- led 
desvouring the Ruine of the Work of Reformation, as if they Fr 
were afraid to be out- run by any who ſhould come after them, ei pre 
have it ſaid, that there had ever been Men, whowith more Malice ani 
did perſecute, and ſtretch forth their Hands, not againſt certain of wa 
the Diſciples, but againſt the whole Church of GOD. Reader, Pardon di 

1 pray thee. that I now &then digreſs in a Parentheſis, while theſe Men all 
come in my way, forthou knoweft 82 well according to the Pro- WM a 
yerb, that the Devil ſhould have his due, and I defire to dothem hi 
juſtice, and here Icloſe it, if they ſhould take it ill, I ſay, to have or 

fo much ſaid to the Advantage of this worthy Man. If it will be N 
accept ble to them to hear it, 1 have a mind to gratifie them ſo tar, 1 

as to ſay, That Mr. Rwutherfoord was not alone in this, as his prac- m 

tice in that Oppoſition was not peculiar to himſelf (for he but walked ( 

in the way of them who left him an Example, to continue with f 
Chriſt in h.s temptations ) ſo, his Priviledges were not ſo peculiat WM b 

to himfelf, that he had none to ſnhare with him: And therefore! N 
fay ( if they can reap any ſatistaction by having it ſaid, or if thej Wl t: 
have a mind ſtill to quarrel, fee if there be any of them in caſe to J 
cConvince me of a Falſehood ] that GOD made it known, not only f 
to themſelves, but to the World, how highly he eſteemed the Fide- ſ 
lity of others alfo before him, who were his conſtant Witneſſes n 
againſt IntroJucing and Eſtabliſhing of Prelacy in Scotland, he not Will | 
only made themſelves find what Favourites they were, by putting ! 
them (if Lmay ſay ſo ) upon his Secrets: (for Mr. Devid- WW | 
fon, Mr. Welch, Mr. Zruce and many others of the Valiant Souldi- ! 
ers of Chrift, and worthy Witneſſes in their time, were knownto . 
have been Prophets (which I could evince by many particular 

| 


1 7 
not the Sword of Strangers, according to his Ee been made 
drank with the Blood of the ſlain 2 Is not Chriſt Crucitied this ax 
in Scotland, which he foreſaw would follow ? Yea, and buryed 
too; and for fear that he ſhould rite again, there is by the pro- 
curement of the Chief Pries, a Watch ſet, the great Stone rolled, 
tothe Mouth of the Sepulchie is ſealed, and all made as ſure as they -; 
can: becauſe it he riſe upon them again, this laſt Errour. will + 

toye worſe than the firſt by far: the LORD, I ſay, hath fulfilled 
in every Circumſtance the Word of his Servant hitherto ; only the 
[at part of it is not yet accompliſhed, wherein he foretelleth of the 
Glotious Reſurrection cf Chit Crucified and Buried in Scotland; 
but the Exact Accomplifment of the former. puts us in expecta- 
tion of the latter, notwithſtanding that the great Stone of an Ack ra- 
ſciſory, and many ſubſequent As ſuitable to that ſad One, is rol- 
led to the mouth of the Sepulchre, and notwithſtanding that the 
krieſts (the Prelats I ſhould ſay) have by their importunity, 
pocured an Order from the Magiſtrate to make it as ſure as they can, 
and being now clothed with the formality of that Law whereby he 
was Crucified ( for alas we have a Law now, By which Law he muſt 
die!) they are moſt diligent in ſetting their Watches and making 
allfalt : This is the thing, I ſay, that his fad-hearted Diſciples 
ae in expectation of; notwithſtanding of all theendeavours of 


his Enemies to the contrary,and then Pre/acy.in Scot/and will breathe, | 
out it's Life and Laft together: for between Chriſt's Riſing and 


Reigning, and their Falling, there hath ever been ſeen amongſt us, 
aceitain ConneRion : And truely for as great an Enemy as they 
may think me, I would make a very friendly Overture unto them 
grant I come to Counſel uncalled, and I hope alſo, that my Soul 
ſhall neyer enter into their Secrets) and this is the Advice I 
have to give them, that they would even look ſo far before their 
Noſe, as to make their Teſtament, ſo long as they are in Caſe to go 


to Kirk and Market; but 1 fear I loſe my Labour; forere ever - 


Jadas will part with his pieces, he is in the next door to hang him- 
ſelf, and who can help it, GOD not only dealt thus with them, I 
ſay, as to put them upon his Secrets, but he made their very Ene- 
mics take notice of them cft-times, as Men that had been with 
lus. Hath it not been a heart-ſtaying, and hand-ftrengthening 
Remark amongft the Servants and People of GOD in our native 
Land, elpecially in a Declininz Time, that GOD did ſingularly 
ine from Heaven upon, and ſhew his Satisfaction in the way, and 
towards the Perſons of thoſe of his Servants,who ſtood firm in their 
Oppolition to Fre/acy; and that he did as ſignally, one way or other, 
Ucaer ſooner or later, give ſignifications of his Dillike of the way 
indPerſons of them who turned aſide to theſe crooked Gourſes ? 
and was it ever more viſible (as to the latter part) than at this. 
Dayelt may be that they will think it ſufficient. to convince me of a 
He, tnat their Greatneſs and Grandure is fich, as if they had 
uonopolized to themſelves ail the Riches and Honour of the Nati- 
u; but if they will haye patience to heat me to Amen, I may 
F ee ; ; poſſibly 
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plagues upon their heart: Is not this ſeen, that ſo ſoon as a man 


[ xiv } 
poſſibly canvince them of a truth they are not willing to hear ; for 
Ionly grant, that they have forgotten their Maſter's Directions, 
inhibiting them, to liſt up themſelves above their Brethren, but 1 
will grant them this alſo [ for they muſt have much given 
them] that they have carried away the Primacy, and Precedency 
from the Nobility, on whoſe Necks they now trample; But when 
all this is granted them, yet they have not convinced me of telling 
an Untruth: They muſt have leave to put out mine and other Mens 
Eyes beſides, [which we are not willing to give them; though 
if any man would Gratifie his Grace, as their Leraſbips, he muſt 
part with thefe in the fitſt place; for an implicite. Faith. is the 
Baſis and Foundation of their Kingdom of Darkneſs, without which 
it would fall about their Ears, and but overwhelm them in tne Rub- 
biſh, and that would be very ſad to them, for ſuſpect they have no 
great mind to die] before this come ſo much as under Debate, a!- 
moſt with indifferent men; Whether God be angry at their way? 
His very giving of them up, to perſecute his People and Servants, } 
ſays nothing, if it ſay not this; that what ever be their outward 
proſperity , he hath Glaſled them with Pharaoh, in pouring out his | 


ecomes ſerious in ſeeking of God, he becomes the Butt of their 
Malice, and the Mark againſt which they bend their Bow, and ſhoot | 

the Arrows of theirIndignation? And ſo ſoon as any begins to mind 
ſeriouſlie the Concernments of his Soul, then, ſine monitore, he 
falls in a diſlike with them, and their way: I do not ſay, that all 
who hate the Prelates are Saints; for there is ſufficient in their way 
to make them odious to others; But is not this known, that theſe 
who once begin to {et their face towards God, turn their back upon 
them ? I am ſure this Obſervation does ſeldom fail, or can be 
proved falſe in our native Land: And then on the other hand, 
" fince theſe Men were exalted, do not the Wicked walk on every fide? 
Is there not a profane Spirit (the conſtant Attendant of Epyſcopacy | 
in Scotland ) broken looſe inthe Land ? Is there not ſuch a Flood | 
of Impiety running through the Land, that carries moſt Men down | 
the Current, as hath hardly been ſeen ? Hath not this Leproſie 
' fpread it (elf over the whole Land? So that we are an Abominati- 
on, & Talk to all about us: And ifany would enceavour to accompliſh } 
adiligent ſcarch, to find eut the Fountain that caſts forth this mite 
and dirt, to the defiling of the Land, and defacing of Congregati- | 
ons, he would, it may be, find it where it ought teal to be expected: 
Thefe Streams of Impiety and Impurity run from the Sanctuarie; 
Hence is it, that profanitie goes forth through the whole Land; And 
can it be otherwiſe, when ſo many faithful Miniſters are driven away, } 
and Men put in their places to handle the Law, of moſt of whom 
without breach of Charitie, it may be ſaid, that they know not God, 
and care not for the Souls of his people: It's undet the ſhadow of | 
this Plant ( which becauſe it is not of our heavenly Father's plant- } 
ing, we live under the expectation, and, though our Eyes ſhouldve F 
Kut before we {ee it, ve hope to die inthe faith of it's being 1271 F 
N | op * 
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) that theſe Weeds have grown up, ſo that alas! The Vineyard: 


ofthe Lord of Hoſts is now no more like his Incloſute, it bringeth 


ſorth Briers and Thorns inſtead of good Fruit: He planted the 
Church of Scotland à noble vine, wholly a right ſeed, but ſince it 
became a ſeminary for Prelats, the converſation of the generality. 
proclaims this, that we are turned into the degenerat plant of aſtrange 
vine ante him: This is the Prelatical Reformation, which is iuitable 
to it ſelf all along ; for having purged out of the Church the faith. 
fy] Miniſters of Chriſt [ and the few who are yet remaining, being 
in expectat ion of the fame lot] what can follow among the people; 
but, that the Land ſhould be drown'd with a deluge of profanity 2 
And are we not for the moſt part (Oh if with a ſuitable meaſure of 
ſorrow I could make mention of it) as the children of the Erhropi- 
axsto him? Are not our ſpots unlike the ſpots of his people? This 
obſervation, I ſay, as it was a very heart-ſtaying conſideration in 


former times, and was inſtead of many Arguments amongſt them 


who were no great Diſputants: ſo I hope, ( fince it was never more 


evident) it will ſtill prove a heart-eftabliſhing Conſideration. in 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints: 


Reader, how deſirous ſoever thou mayeſt be, to have dead Mr. 


Rether ford live in the hearts of the preſent and ſucceeding genera- 
tions, by an account of his ſingularly gracious Life, and anſwerably 
glorious Death: yet, I ſhall not ¶ for that would lead me a length 
deyond the juſt limits of an Epiſtle, where, contrary to my pur- 
poſe, 7 find my ſelf almoſt arrived already] be able to fatisfie th 

deſire, nor anſwer thy expectation. It's not my preſent work to tel 
thee, that he was a Gentleman by Extraction. That he was Edu- 


cated at Schools and Colledges, where he was admitted for the preg- 


nancy of his Parts, and deſervedly looked upon, even then, as a 


perſon ofwhom great things might be ws een Of his being pitch- 
y 


edupon for a Profeſſion of Philoſophy by the Colledge of Edin- 
hugh [ where he was Educate ] when he was yet very young. Of 
his being called thence tothe Miniſtry in Auweth (to which Charge 
he entred, by the means of that worthy Nobleman my Lord Ren- 


nure, without giving any Engagement to the Biſbep] where he la- 
| bored night and day with great ſucceſs, the whole Countre 


an f f y bein 
to him, and accounting themſelves, as his particular flock : Ther? 
itwas, where he wrote that great Maſter piece of Learning againſt 


the Arminians { which yet was but a Compend of what he then in- 


tended, ] his Exercitatienes Apologetics: Of his perſecution by the 


Preigtes, who were ſo ſound in the Faith, as to Challenge and Ac- 


caſe him for writing that Book, Being called before their high 


Commiſſion Court, he appeared and declined it, as none of the Courts 
of Chriſt nor was there need of any thing elle for a Confirmation, 
that it came not from on High, but from Below, ſave it's procedure; 
for it's £&s had the very Dy and Viſage of Hell upon them: II they 
vill plead that it is from Above, they will be puzzled to pitch upon a 
per: od, or fix upon any other time when it came down, except with 
luc fallen Angels; but it may be, this pleaſes ſuch Angels of the 
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Church l fo they will be called] for they boaſt much of Antiquity: 


And truely that which gives ground for this Conjecture, That it 
came down from Heaven in that Company, is, That it peiſecuteg 
the Saints and Servants of the Meſt High; and if there were none 
ſuch upon Earth, it would have no work] and was by this High Cen. 
miſſion put from his Miniſtry, and ſent to Aberdeen, where the 


Doctors found to their contuſion, that the Paritans were Clergy. my 


as well as they, on his returning to his former Charge, upon that 
happy caange of Affairs, inthe year 1638, and his being ſhortly | 


after ſent to the profeſſion of Theo/ogy in the Univerſity of St, An- 
erews by the General Aſſembly [ where he was allo called to be 


worthy Mr. Blair's Collegue in the Miniſtry ] which being the seat 


of the Arch prelate, was the very Nuiſery of all Saperſtition in Wor: 


ſhip, and Error in Doctrine, and the S ink of all Profanity in Con- 
veiſation among the Students: where God did fo ſingularly ſecond 
his Servants indefatigable pains, both in Teaching in the Schools, and 
Preaching in the Congregation, that it became foithwith a Lebanon, 
out of which were taken Cedars for building the Houle of the 
Lord through the whole Land: Not a few of whom are this day, 
amongſt thoſe, who have obtained mercy of the Lord, to behis 
faithful Witneſſes, againſt Sco#/and's preſent ſhameful and unparal- 
leled Defe&ion : Of his being ſent with other worthy Miniſtets, 
by the Genera! Aﬀembly. to the famous Synodat Lenden; whete, 
during the time ot his abode, he publiſhed ſeveral Pieces: In a word, 


of his unparalleled painfulneſs, and holy Zeal in being. about his 


Maſter's buſineſs; ſothat he ſeemed to Pray conſtantly, to Preach 
conſtantly, to Catechiſe conſtantly, to be ſtill in viſiting the ſick, 
in Exhorting from Houſe to Houſe, to Teach as much in the Schools, 
and ſpend as much time with the young Men, as if he had been ſe- 


queſttate from all the World beſides: and withal, to writè as much, 


as if he had been conſtantly ſhut up in his Cloſer, { fufficient proof | 


whereof hath been given to the World. by the many Pieces he hath 


publiMed: but the great bulk of Manuſcripts which he hath left be- 
ind him, and muſt lie buried with himſelf, will put this further out 
of doubt] do that one Mr. Ratherfoord ſeemed to be many able | 
godly Men in one, or one who w.s furniſned with the Grace and 
Abilities of many. It is not, 1 ſay, my Freſent purpoſe, to give 
any particular account to the World of theſe; or of the many 
things he had to wreſtle with, eſpecially towards the end of his 
days, and of his ed:fying Death; that may be done hereafter,by a 
more dexterou: hind, and skilſul pen, with much Advantage and 
Edification to the Church of God: Only I may ſay, that if amongſt 

the Heathens, Hercales was !ocked upon, as ſo far both abovet 
Applauſe ot any, who undertook to Commend him, and beyond 
the reach of the Obloquie and Reproach of any, who had ſo fallen 
out with his Wits, as to derogate from his Worth; That it was a 
Problem amongſt them, Whether he who undertook to praife him, 
or he who vented any thing to his prejudice, did commit the greateſt 
$o/aciſm (tho' it was but Be/izins gloria whereot he could e 
uppole, 


* 


Lu 
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noſe, with more *2afon, among them who kro better to make 
bete parallel betwixt things that differ, and are more fit to judge 
that, which is of true worth, and great price in the fight of God, 
Ibould ſeem more ridiculous to fay much to the Advantage of the 
\hor, whoſe praiſe [without the help of my blunt pen] is in all 


Nn. 

the techurches of Chriſt ; whoſe manner of life, in all Godlineſs 
Meu nd holy Converſation, rendered him dear to the Lovers of Holi- 
his rt, and who hath left his Name for a Bleſſing 40 the choſen of 
rtly Nad: he was a true Jobs the Paptift indeed, totas vox, à voice in 


whit, Gefture, and Con verlation: In a word, in his Life, and at 


Ans 

be tieDeath, he obtained that Mercy of the Lord, even when he ſaid 
ext whing, to Preach to all who beheld his Converſation [which was 
ot ferved to be in Heaven, while he converſed amongſt Men] that 
on- bere was nothing good, but to draw near to God: And now being 
ond rug above, amongſt thoſe pages of Honour, who wait upon the 


les 0wn perſon, and having taken up his place amongſt the ſpirits 
of juſt Men made perfect (after which this Saiz.: often panted, and 
the iu uhicli he prayed night and day) he doth by theſe Epifes, which 
te hath left behind him (wherein thou wilt perceive how his ſoul 


a 

10 nsdrawn forth in unceſſunt longings after that whereof he is now 
a1. Wi: fed ) cry aloud to you his Companions, the Saints that are in 
15, tie World, to come up hither and fee that, which cannot be ſeen 
le, viſe ye are there; that, which is only worth the ſeeing ; that, 


1d, wich if it were known, would make youe quarrel with Death fox 
his lying to ſhut your Eyes upon other Obje&s: Leave the dak 
ich von (doth he ſay ) and come up hither to this bleſſed Land of 
Light, where all our childiſh thoughts of God are gone, and evani- 
ls, ted in this noon-day-viſion, where the Underſtanding is fully ilt 
ſe. minate, and there is no Cloud to Be-night or Eclipie the Soul in it's 
makings of God, where the Will hath a through complyance with, 
\of ad a perfect complacencie in the ill of God, where the Affedions 
u berernally run in a ſtraight line towards him, and are forever put 
de. bond hazard of diverting towards any other thing, or of being 
Inmoured with any other Obje Though I have no p upoſe to 
lh on the particulars of his Life, or Death, I ſay, yet before I 
nd oethis Section, there are two Things which I cannot, I ought not, 
all the haſte, to conceal or let paſs without a Remarł, beeauſe one 


ve | 

7 W looked upon by many, as a thing very obſervable, and the 
iis vill I know, be taken notice of, & welcomed by all the people 
” & God: The firſt relates to the time when this faithfal Labourer 


u removed to his teſt, which was the Night following that dark, 
ud diſmal Day, wherein the 44 Reſcifſorie was paſt, the Lord 
lieceby meu ing a ſpecial piece of Indulgence to his Servant, in not 


he er de f 

* ading grief to his forrow, but hiding it from thele Eyes, which 
ol had zecuſtomied themlelves to trickle down without intermiſſion, 
* for what he ſaw, and what he foreſaw: Since the Parliament of 
m ang, lo tolemnly engaged to God, would at once burſt all theſe 


lands, and caſt away theſe Cords from them, which were neither 
Kivadage nor our burden, but the Badge of that glorious LOST: 
TDN _ yy here» 
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whereinto with a ſtrong Hand he had vindic.::eus: and upon M at! 
matter, they weuld needs ſay to the God whoſe ſworn Subjects me 
Servants they were, be gene from us; he would not let his faith glipion 
ſervant [ whoſe zeal to the work of God was ſuch, that if the repo their 
of this ſhameful Revolt had not killed him at the firſt hearing oer 3 
right; yet it alone, without any other ſickneſs, would have bee Tu 
more than enough, to have brought down his head with forroveMt:ſon 
the grave] ſee another Sun ariſe upon that Land, out of which 1 
Sun of Righteouſneſs was baniſhed by a Law: And alas! Whi play, 
would delire to dwell where Chriſt may not reſide with freedom Eat 
honour, and fafety? Who, that prefers Ferwſalem to their chiefs; 
joy, would love to out- live the departing of the Glory? Might no il be 
Jeſus Chriſt have ſaid to our Parliament, for which of my goof e 2. 


Deeds is it, that ye ſtone me? Havel been a Wilderneſs or Lando 
drought unto you? Were ye not honourable and renowned among{ 
the Churches abroad, after ye becan.e precious in my ſight? Did 
not make your Adverſaries ſenſible, that he who touched) 
touched the Apple of mine Eye, ſolong as ye were ſtedfaſt in my (4 
* venant? And even after ye had left your firſt Love, and decline ikt 
from the integrity of your Eſpouſals, I only viſited this Tranſzreflihi ; 
on with the Rod, and- this Iniquity with ſtripes; nevertheleſs, m 1 
loving kindneſs did J not utterly take frem you, nor ſuffered I m 
Faithfulneſs to fail: though I puniſhed you as a Nation, I due 
amongft you as a Church; and I did not remove your Teachers int 
Corners, but your Eyes did fee theſe, and ye did ſtill hear the joy zin 
ſound; and, as if all that had been too little, I gave you the deſuſ n er 
of your heart, reſtored you to your Civil Liberties, which ye hat 
finned away, and ſet you down in a free Perliamexs: And do yen! 
thus requite me? What, is this my Entertainment, where 1 vain 
once Crowned and cryed up for a King? What a ſtrange and alioMin 
niſning change is this, that the very perſons who ſwore unto me th! 
| Oath of Allegiance, and did ſing in my Company, ſpreading theit 
garments in the way with ſhouting, are now crying, Crucifie him 
Cruciſie him? Shall I not have whereupon to lay mT Cxcepnn tot 
it be on a cold ſtone in a Priſon, amongſt a people, who after a mol 
ſolemn manner, had given themſelves away unto me? Can theſe be yi 
the very men, who with hands lifted up ro Heaven, did fo often- 
and ſo ſolemnly ſwear, before my Father, and before his holy] 
Angels, and in the ſight of all the Nations, that they would b 
mine: And that I ſhould have their Lives and Fortunes at my dif | 
poſal? Is it poſſible that theſe are the men, who carryed, as theſſ 
- would have pluckt out their very Eyes, and given them unto meg 
who now plate a Crown of Thorns and put it upon my Head? 18 
this the Nation and Parliament, who ſwore that they would ſerve che 
Lord their God, and that according to the pattern ſhewed them 1 
the Mount, and bound their Soul to his obedience by an Oath, aud 
us they ſhould anſwer to him, or expect a comfortable r 
before the Judge of quick and dead? Are they [might he lay ] 1nd 


Wo 
1 


very tame perſons, 01 is it another generation, who have not * = 
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1 
Nato 


- 


[iv ] | 
on hat ſolemn Tranſaction betwixt me and the Nation, who have 
+ me worſe than the very Cadarenes? though theſe were void of 
aith pion, yet they had fo much civility, as to complement me out 
repo their Coaſts, and pray me to be gone, without committing any 
1g outer Act of hoſtility againſt me, or beating me out of their Borders 
ie bee Tuck of Drum; But now, ſhall it be by a Law, Sedition, and 
Fro ti ſon, to aſſert an Obligation to me, from all theſe Oaths? Shall 
ich the 2 Vote of Incapaeity for any place of Truſt in Church or State, 
Wig, That the Land is under the Oath of God, and that no power 
don; Earth can looſe themſelves, or make void that Obligation as to 
echieſ bers; nay, that the formal Abjuring of thete Engagments to me, 
lit non be, it not the anum neceſſarium, yet the fine que nen, to qua- 
goo e 2 man for any publick Employment: Ah! Scerland, by deal- 
and oe thus with thy Covenanted God, what haſt thou done? may not 
nonsWWMWod, who was thy own God, expoſtulate with thee, as he did with 
210 i people, Fer. 2. 10, 11, 12. Go abroad amongſt the Nations, 
d moyer all Hiſtory ſacred and profane, call for the Records of the 
tions, and ſee, if in theſe thou canſt find any who have dealt 
ih their God as thou haſt done? A precedent thou mayeſt poſſibly - 
ud; but 1 in every reſpect thou canſt not: Thou art 
Enoular, and by thy felf, in committing theſe two Evils [but fuch 
to, as are comprehenſive of all others; ſuch two, as a third is not 
ſible] departing from the living God, and digging to thy ſelf 
ken Ciſterns, tha: can bold no water: Thou wilt find what folly 
zinthis [ Iwiſh it be not too late] to pain thy ſelf in digging 
mempty Ciſtern, and in forſaking the Fountain of all Conſolati - 
m, and that a broken one too: As it hath nothing in it, fo it 
un hold nothing if it had it: Is not this to commit two ſuch Evils 
makes a Soul or Nation truly miſerable? And yet this haſt thou 
done: O! may not the Heavens be aſtoniſhed and horribly afraid 
on this Requital we have given unto Jefus Chrift ? Yea, we were 
ſobent to back ſliding, and ſo haſty and head ſtrong in departing. 
rom him, that we ſeemed to have loſt, together with our Loyalty 
btheSon of God, all reſpect to our own Reputation I as it often 
fallsout, that Men loſe the better part of their Reafon, together 
mhtheir Religion: He who lets go the one, does ſeldom retain 
lteother ] for by that very Cote 7 never to be mentioned, with- 
cut Tears and Deteſtation q whereby Chriſt was robbed of his Pre- 
peative, they did [ beſides their defign } diveſt themſelves of 
their own Priviledges, and while they Un-king him, whom God 
tath made King in Zion, [ ordo that which he will account 10 
ey Vn. Parliament themfelyves [ Dirum omen to them, and it 
ny de a token for good to the Nation ] I nothing doubt, but ſome 
af tne moſt ſagacious ampngſt them ſaw this' then [ though the 
generality, without conſidering either the Ditch they were digging 
borthemſelves by what they did, or the danger that would follow 
won their falling into it, ſuffered themſelves to be carried down 
th the Current, and did run as they were driven] or they have 
ud time enough ſince, to think, in what Capaeity they 5 
7 TE | 1 and 


High Court of Parliament, the third Eſtate was wanting, while th 


Act as aParliament 3 and if ſo, they may at their own leifinte 


1 ſay? It were more fit, to weep over this, than to write it, aud! 


done this, ſnared in the work of their own hands: And this ti 


N felves! sure, in that reflection, if they were ſerious, they would 
{mite on their thigh, and ſay, Alas! what have we done: The ſe 


2 Delive y to the Church on the other {ide of it: Let us have bu 


xx] 


and Act, after that Vote; for all Laws being then Repei 
which did Exauctorate the Prelates and incapacitate them for in 
as one of the Eſtates in Parliament, and theſe Laws then, only 
ing in Forde, which made them an integral and eſſential part of 


wete away; without which the othertwo were not in Capxcit 


fider, whether, the precious Blood that they did ſhed after th 
Vote, before the cloſe of that Seſſion, may not be required at the 
hands ; as they would do well, to think what they would anſy 
before Men, if the queſtion were asked, Quo Varranto did ye fig 
this Blood? It may be, they would find themſelves further to ſee 
as to what to ſay for ſatisfying any, than they found theſe Worthif 
in anſwering all the Accuſations of their Accuſers : But what fte 


cry unto him, againſt whom this is done, Milt thou refrain thyſe 
for theſe things, O Lord ? Wilt thou held thy peace and afſlift nu 
fore? Alas! we made ſuch haſte, to pull down that beautiful Heul 
wherein we and our fathers had praiſed him, and to overturn the ve 
Foundations of che Dwelling-place of his Name to the Ground 
that in our precipitation to raze it, we have buried our ſelves unde 
the Rubbiſa 3 for they are blind who do not fee the Men who hu 


more come, ſhould make the people of God ſing a Higgaion Selah 
Oif all who have had a hand in it, would in time bethink them 


cond thing that I have to acquaint thee with, and wherein Ikno 
of thou be ane of them, who take pleaſure in the duſt of Zion 

emoliſted Walls) thou wilt have a ſpecial Complaceacy, is," that 
as his Servant did witlr much ſorrow of Soul foreſee, Scotland! 
ſhameſul Revolt, (which is plain by the laſt Letter in this Book) ſo 
his Lord and Maſter, put him fo far on his Secrets, as to let him fed 


patience, there is a Plundite forthe Saints, and a ſong of praile fol 
the Moſt High, after this Storm is over and ended: Mourn we may 


and ought ; but let us mourn in hope for he is the Lord Fehovalyf 


who will haſten it in his time: Which as it cannot be antidated. by 


us, ſo it ſhall not lie inthe power of all that oppoſe themſelves to 
poſipone it: And to that purpoſe, beſides what thou may eſt ſee in 
the Jaft Letter of this Book, I thall fer down ſome of his own words, 
without eicher Comment, Alteration, or Addition. Uponthelaſt] 
of February 1661, which was ahout a Moneth before he died, at} 


the cloſe of a large Teſtimony, he gave to the Work of Reformation: 


Thele weie his words (after he had been ſpeaking of ſuffering fot 
Chriſt, ) Bleſſed Soul (ſaid he) who /oves not his life to death i 


for on ſuch reſts the pir it of Glory and of God, 1 et. 4. 14. But we 
cannot ſay, but this is a Day of Darkneſs, and a Day of Blaſphemy, 


and Rebuke : The Lord hath covered himſelf with a cloud in his * 
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lwked for peace, but be lia ld evil: our Souls rejoyced when bis Ma-> 
hid ſwear the Covenant ef God and put thereto his Seal and ©ub- 
tion; and after confirmed it by his Royal Promiſe. ſo, that the 
webs mind bleſſed the Lord and reſied upon the healing werd of 4 
Mace; boot now Alas! the contraryis enacted by Law, thecarved 
token down, Ordinances defaced. ſo that we ave brought to the 
mer bondage, and Chaos of Prelatical confuſions. and Anarchy: 
the Royal Preregative due 10 Chriſt. pulled off his Head: we 
in ſeen days of ſorrow, and have juſt cauſe to fear we be made to 
ud, and eat that Book, wherein is written. Lamentation and 
Mrning, and No; but we are to believe that Chriſt will not ſo de- 
rt from the Land. but aremnant ſhall beſaved, and heſhall reign 
iiberious conquering King to the ends of che Earth. O! That there 


alle World, eucompaſſing his Throne with Cryes aud Tears, for the 
hurt of ſupplicat ion, promiſed to be poured upen the Inhabitants of 
ah, for that effect. Thus he cloſed his Teftimony : I ſhall only 
another paſſage to this purpoſe; About two Hours and an half 
Lore he was Removed: Amongſt other things he ſpake, which 
{reliſh of Heaven, and refreſhed the Souls of all that heard them, 
hd this expreſſion, 1 do ne ways doubt of it, kut Chriſt will ariſe 
in wound his Enemies in their loins: This was only taken, but the 
Oitiver ſaith, he had many to the ſame purpoſe. Now this was 
very Night, wherein the Ad Reſciſſery was paſt; As if God 
tho had taken notice of ſuch an high Affront done to him, would 
tthisdying Servant know, to the end he might Communicate i 
b others, that he would not only Repeal that Act, but that he 


nortal ? If he wound them there, they muſt fall, though they 
re ſtronger than lions; Fer who may ſtand before him, when onct 
angry? The men of might will not find theur hands, when the 
ty tney engage with, is the Omnipotent God: When Men are 
keome ſo high, that they are ro0 hard a Part for any on Earth to 
kalwith, if their way be contrary to him, then they fall directly 
ulis hand. to deal with them, aud it is a fearful thing to fell int. 
the bands of the living God: He is ſuch a Party, as thou canſt nei- 
ther fight nor flee: Oh Scotland, Scotland! If thou wouldeſt yer 
Uk on thy way, and remember thig, before he come to enter the 
lis with thee, who quickly puts his enemies out of a poſture of de- 
ence! O, if thou wilt yet kneel before him, whom God hath made 


hoy muſt periſh; and there is no way to prevent this, but to re- 


herbe. 


tlis they had, I ſay, amongſt them who have their ſenſes exerciſed 
| | | | EE 


ww Nations. Kindreas, Tongues, and all the people of Chriſt's, ha 


mud Reſcinde the Reſcinders : A wound in the loins, when the 
lo is given by the Hand of him who is God Almighty, muſt prove 


ling in Zion, and kiſs the Son leſt he be angry! For if he be angry, 1 


member From whence thos are fallen, and repent, and do the Auf 


ls for the Letters themſelves, I all not offer to commend them. 
they had Letters of Recommendation deeply engraven on the Hearts _ 

L, . 1 * b . * x 
dall who have {cen them, and can ſavour the things that are of God 


3 


— 


taſting how good he is, or haſt found what Soul: anguiſh doth folly 


the Soul, that the man cannot enjoy himſelf, when he doth note 


more deſirable than Death; if thou be ſuch, I ſay, then thou il 


nent Saint : thou wilt both find what a Heaven the Saints have, or 


flaming the heart with love to God; But are rather the Ignis fa 
of the Age, being for the moſt part, ſmoke for light, 5 ” . 


light, till they be Illuminate from Above, as it ariſes out of ada 
Dungeon, fo, it ſeads to Deſtruction; And inſtead of dire&ing 


and leaves him there toperiſh. If thou be taken, I ſay, with ſic 


| converſe with him a little, it may be, thou find thy hear: bun 
within thee while thou talkeſt with this Warm Soul, wheſe Words 


in a Flame: The Author in his cther Writings (which have 


Ln 


to diſcern good and evil, long before they were made thus pubis 
in the World; fo they need not my Commendation, nor wil M0"! 
detraction of any, who have a mind for that, - blaſt heit repit jt till 
as they are above the one, ſo they deſpiſe the otle: : AW". 
but ſure 1 am, this may be ſaid, if thou haſt any acquaintancevi er 

the ſweet Breathings of the Spirit of God, if thou haſt ever ſcen WW" l 
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upon the hiding of his Face from a perſon, who hath placed his 
tisfact ion ſo intirely in the Light of his Countenance liſted up up 


joy him, but carries as one deprived of all that, which made Ii 


find ſomewhat here to take thee: Here thou wilt perceive bot 
theſe Conditions ſet before thine Eye, and Exemplificd in an em 


to be had in this fide of Glory ; and how, as a ſenſiblo Preſence mala 
them forget all their forrows, ſo, a felt Ahſence doth imbitter ; 
their other Enjoyments. | 782 

Ina general I may fay this of theſe Epiſtles [ and it may be ift 
thou haſt peruſed them, thou wilt ſeal it } that thou haſt man 
Volumes wrapt up together in à ſe Words, a great Soul ſhut upin 
little Body, much of the Marrow of real Religion, incloſed in eve 

Line: If thou be only taken and delighted with Obſtruſe and 

High- flown Notions, which have not a native Connexion with in 


dim flaſh, riſing out of the darkened Underſtanding of Men, who 


the Man who follows it, to a place of reſt, it leads him to the Nit 


kind of ſtuff, I ſhall not bid thee, but I know thou wilt go elſewhere? W 
But if thou be one, who loves not to feed upon Aſhes, & haſt no mind 7 
to fill thy belly with that Eaſt-Wind, which inſtead of Nouriſhment. 

8 


produceth nothing but much Torment in the inward parts, I knew 
thou wilt welcome this Piece, as that which hath both Meat and Me- 
-dicine for thy Soul in it: Here thou wilt meet with one Warmed 
with the Love of God, ſhining andreflefing Heat upon all that ate . 
about him, letting thee know from his own Experience, what is to 
be found in a fellowſhip with God, and deſirous of nothing ſo much, fl 
as that thou and others may ſhare with him in that ſame Love, which 
is better than Life, and be partakers of that fame Bleſſedneſs, which] 
made him boaſt of God all the day, and bleſs himſelf in his afflicted 
Lot: fle would have thee taſte of that, which made him cheerful Þ 
under the Croſs, and put him in caſe, not only to look, but to 
laugh all his Troubles out of Countenance : And if thou wilt but 
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ſeem as they drop, to caſt Fire in the Affections, and ſet the Heart WM 


always 


1 
uns a ſpecial tincture of Holineſs : For even in following the 
| o>ftruſe Notion, and apparently remote from practice, thou 
| ſtill perceive him ſpirareſanditatem ) he is much aboye many 
en; but in theſe (how low {oever at the firſt look they may 
| r) he is above himſelf, being often, either as a Man elevate 
oe the pitch ot Mortality, and caught up already into the Quite 
angels, or as an Angel come down amongſt men, ſhewing the 
jabitants of ogy iy World, ſomewhat of that, which will be 
ll a great Secret, While we are here, to wit, what a life they live, 
do ſee God as he is, and enjoy him. | J 
for the ſubje& matter thou vvilt meet vvith in theſe Zpiſtles, I 
ll not fay much; There is a ſyveet and pleaſant variety of pur- 
eto be found in them, vvhereof thou canſt only expect a juſt ac- 
quat by a peruſal of the vvhole; But moſtly thou vvilt find theſe 
hicgs inſiſted upon, 1. What high Spring tides of Joy and Con- 
ation, did fill and overflovvy the Sov). of this Sufferer, ſo, as ſome- 
ines ye have him expreſſing himſelf as pained vvith a ſurcharge of 
lde, { O rare and bleſſed Diſeaſe] and having nothing elſe to 
gel there are earneſt longings, after a more capacious Soul, to contain 
nie of that infinite Ocean, vvhichhath neither Brim nor Bottom: 
This is the gain of one vyhocan ſuffer the Loſs of all things for 
Chriſt: This is the cooltefreſhing ſhage that they find in the Furnace, 
nich not only keeps the Fire of Affliction from ſcorching them, or 
anſiming them into Aſhes 3 but makes it @ more delirable Lot, 
than vvhat others account the beſt of Lives: The Soul amid theſe © 
Flames, being admitted to ſuch a nearneſs vvith God, as cauſeth 
Toy to oyerflovy all it's Banks, and perfumes the heart vvith de- 
liokt, is ſo far from complainiag, becauſe of the fiery Trial, that 
tic Croſs of Chriſt is more deſirable to it, than a Crovvn: And 
ine it is there, vyhere next to Heaven, his people enjoy moſt of 
tinſelf, it makes them ſing fyvetly amidſt all the outvyard Sorroyys 
thatbefal them, and puts them in caſe to command a Conſort of 
Malick vvithin, vvhile others in their fool's Paradiſe, laugh as the 
lit, have ſadneſs at their heart, and find themſelves pierced throng 
with manny Sorrovvs. 2. Ye have ſometimes a felt Emptineſs, 
for this full Feaſt, is not, or cannot be the ordinary Diet, it may 
ſrellbe the extraordinary Piſert of the people of God, vvhile they 
walk by Faith, and not by Sight; The Conſtancy of that Joy, 
ilryell as the fulneſs of it, is reſerved for the Chamber of Preſence; 
do Saint, hovy Emineut ſoever, even, in ſuffering for Chriſt, can 
upect, that all Tears ſhall be vviped from his Eyes, till he come to 
mat Land, vvhere all the Inhabitants have eveclaſting Joy upon 
heit heads, and vvhere he vvill be put beyond hazard oof finning, 
airvell as vvithout the reach of ſuffering } there is ſometimes a felt. 
Emptinels, I Cay, that caſts into a feyer of deſires: That river of God 
thatis full of vyater,vyhich did overflovv & refreſh the Soul, runnin 
again into tat Sea yyhence it came; & in this lovy ebb, ye ſee hovv 
epatient is pained vvith abſence, & vvhat apanting there is for a ſen- 
lle preſenceztheSoul as it vvere is evaporate inſuch vviſhes as theſe, | 
e a | | 9 | 
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[xi } 
oO! whenwilt thou come unto me! Or, O when ſhall Itome a; 
appear before thee, and be put once for all, and for ever beyon 
. 2. fear of the ariſing of any Cloud to eclipſe. the Light of th 
Countenance? The Soul in this Abſence, is ſcorched with thy 
Fever and Flame of butning Defires ; but to keep it from bein; 
burnt up, there is Hope, this holds the Soul in Life that it exyiy 
not, this ſaves from Swooning, and preſerves from Sinking int 
Deſpondency : And though while Hope is deferred, the Heaithg 
fick ; yet there is Eaſe in this very Pain; for anunerring expe(; 
tion of a future Good, yields a preſent Eaſe to the Expectant, an 
makes the Man give himſelf the Check thus, Why art thouc| 
down O my Soul } This Sickneſs.was never yet unto Death, but 
ever tothe Glory of GOD, therefore hope thou in him, for I fl 
yet praiſe him: Ina Word, that which is principally inſtted upon, 
in theſe ſhort Summaries of a Communion with GOD, is thison 
the one hand, how a hungr- and longing Soul is filled and feaſſed 
with the- Conſolations of GOD, and when in that. poſture, hoy 
uſled and non-plus'd, as to what to think, or ſay of GOD : 1 
| cop not what to do, or how to lay out it ſelf for him, the Satis 
faction that it hath in him, and the Obligation it ſees it ſelf undet 
do him, making it look on every thing it doth for him, ſayeth ot 
thinketh of him, with akind of Regiate and Hcly Diſlatisfac ion: 
It doth not pleaſe it ſelf in pleaſing him, and though he accept 
what Love offers, yet Love deſiderates ſo much in the offering, that 
it preſents all with a bluſa : and ſuitable to this amiable and ordei- 
ly Confuſioh of Spirit, it's greateſt Oratory and Eloquence, is, a | 
kind of abrupt, conciſe, and broken Diſcourſe : It is moſt deſirous 
| to ſpeak, but not knowing what to ſay, which is not unworthy of 
him, it falls into ſilent Admiration, and yet Tomething it muſt 
fay 3 wherein though it do not pleaſe it ſelf, yet it makes good 
Senſe before him, and is a moſt pleaſant melody in his cars, u's | 
then, when he ſeems to be ſo taken with that, wherein the Soul finds | 
ſo many failings and defects, that he ſays, ſpeak on, let me fee | 
that bluſhing Countenance, let me hear thy Voice; For ſweet is | 
thy Voice, and thy Conntenance is comely. And truely thou mayeſt Y 
perceive much of this kind of Diſcourſe in theſe Epiſtles, whereto 1 
the holy Writer was ſo habituate in theſe ſoliloquies with GOD, 
which were ordinary to him in his Retirement, that his Pen, and 
Preaching, did ever after keep the tincture, and had the reliſh, ot 
that : For while many preached notions, and ſome ſpake becauſe 
they believed, he was perceived oft-rimes, not ſo much to- ſpeak 
as Believing, as Sceing : His being ſo long in the Mount with 
GOD, made his Face to ſhine ever thereafter in his publick Ap - 
pearances : And there was ſome pecul iar Sweetneſs in his Phraſe 
[ eſpecially incrying up, and commending the Love of CHRIST, 
in mentioning the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, or the Glory of the Life 
to come ] beyond what was to be found, even with other holy 
Men: Neither was it amongſt the dry School men, nor at Ariffotle 
kis feet (though there were few in the Age, to well acquaint = 
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ther ) that he learned tais; Nay, nay, Fleſh and Bloop di 


Ne an; 
CY ond 


of ads; and there it was, where he leatned theſe Meraphy/iihs. 


th/ th Wis fay is the thing upon the one hand which is inſiſted upon, aud 
bein the other, thou haſt the ſad Condition of a Soul deprived of 
expucgg hee weet Enjoyments : He who was juſt now taken into the Ban- 

mt meting Houſe. and had the Banner of Love for his Canopy, ' hath 


Cart g x (piced Wine which his Soul was drinking with Delight ſnatchr 


pet; 1 of kis hand, and fits panting for a drop of the Rivers of his 
t nie, wherein not long ago he was bathing himſelt: Where- 
ou cal oon follows a Night of Sorrow in the Soul; e the Sun that 
b. bu 6 numinate and warm it, with his Rayes, is {et : Then, as if 


I fall coul would break forth at many paſſages together, for haſte to 


200 ker him, who hath withdrawn himſelf, it runs our at the Eyes 
hison Tears, and at the Mouth in Complaints, becauſe of his Abſence 3 
called WL. rich ſets down the fainter upon the brink of the River, and 
| hoy tz him under an Arreiſt (that he run not away) till the Sea 
Ko onagain : And Defire makes him look out with a watery Eye as 
1 patient of Delav, the inward Echo of the Heart. in the nican 
br ne, being ſtill this, How long wilt thou hide thy Face from me: 
ye wing + and while he is in this poſture, ye would not kao 


In to be the Man, that a few Minutes ſince he was, and a fey 
Inutes hence he may and will be: and no wonder, fince that is 
nting and away, which was the Heaith of his Countenance, that 


ccept | 
„that 


_ look pale: As the weeping Man's Eye, being blinded with | 
„ier, cannot take up Objects as they are, eſpecially if they be at 
.1r0us | 


Diſtance; ſo ye have this holy Man in thete heavy Hours, 


uy : itivg his Jealouſies, and becauſe of withdrawing, giving way to 
mot} Sorrow: Now, as the Joy of enjoying GOD, iS by the forme:, 
good ie clear to be of all the greateſt ( for under theſe full Manifeſta- 
fp — , the Soul may be tranſported to ſuch an Extaſy of Delight, 
2 or the time, whether in the Body, or out of the Body, the 
ee Wa knows not) fo, the Sorrow for being deprived of that, (the 
rr ſeeing it neceſſary, to-with-hold and ſuſpend theſe Mani- 
ayclt Irons, knowing that Heavineſs for a Szaton through manifold 
reto Wl rrtions, is fit for theſe, who are Sons of Conſolation, and 
OD, ) ſhall have a few Days hence, an everlaſting rear of Jubile 
1 Pf all Sorrows ſeen to be the ſoreſt and ſharpeſt. This is Soul 


* uſh, and fo leaſt of any ſupportable: becauſe it makes the yeiy 
alle t which it it were ſound would ſuſtfn a Man's Infirmities, 


peak under it: While it is thus with him, ye may perceive that his 
with cannot Comfort him, nor his Couch Eaſe his Complaint , 
Ap- in this Fever, th: re axe {ome Expreſſions dropped, which after 
rale ht is over, he doth retract, as raſh and unadyiſed, and 
ST, more mature Deliberation, is made to ſay, This was wy Tafir- 
Life And truely he who intendeth the Advantage of the whole, in 
101 if of Dealing with every Member of that Body, whereof he 
"oe d, bath excellently ordered this Matter, that they who have 


ol } Cal 


mY 


Lit, could not reveal it unto him, he was a Student above the 


elt Feaſts of Joy, aud are admitted to the neareſt Fellowſhip | 
1 50 
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upon the Earth, to the End, that Pride may be hid from theitk 

have ordinarly the deepeſt Down- caſtings; Theſe warm Hows ion, 
hot Blinks of a ſenſible Preſence, are often followed with a nM Inte 
Shower, and a dark Night of bitter Deſertion: So that if pe 


ly ch 
Souls in reading theſe, ſhould begin to think or ſay, Alas“! | 


«thin 

are ſparingly dealt with, we are great Strangers to ſuch a Favouti Ch 
Feaſts: Let them conſfideralio ¶ beſides that he was an Amb uch N 
dour now in Bonds, and ſo his Maſter allowed liberally upon hin Atbe Tt 
that their Soul Languiſh is ſhort of his, and ſo, if they conſider Mi 1 | 
Condition well, they will fee, that though he had much, yet hel ian 
nothing over; and if they take notice of the Mercy that is in three 
on, thay will perceive alſo, that though they have little, yet:iieir pr 
have no Lack; For he abounds towards his, in all Wiſdom ; eſlay 
Prudence . There is a third Condition ſpoken frequently to inti be ſ 
Ehpiſtles alſo, which lies in the Middle betwixt theſe tuo: Mentie 
that is, ſuch a Communion with GOD, as conſiſts in the Souls! hiſple⸗ 


ing well pleaſed with him, and being moſt deſirous to pleaſe! 
in all things, abſtracting from theſe extraordinary Tran\ports 
Joy upon the one hand, and free likewiſe of theſe de:p Do 
caſtings upon the other: And this is the more oidinary Way oft 
Saints, Whole daily Exerciſe it is, to come and take out their 
rct:ons from their Maſter, and endeavour to walk accordin 
theſe, both as Men who are {till under their Maſter's Eye, and 
thoſe who muſt give an Account of themſelves to him: 
which Service they want not their own ſweet Peace; For the 
wherein they walk is a Way of Pleaſantneſs, and all theſe Paths 
Peace 3 though it be not ſuch an overflowing Peace, as amounts 
a Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory; So full Joy is nothinge 
but Peace ſwelling without it's ordinary Channel, and oyerflon 
all it's Banks: And on the other hand, they want not their 
Checks and Challenges; They are often before GOD with! 
Tear in their Eye, and know what it is to ſigh, becauſe of a Bog 
Death within them; Becauſe of that Law which is in their Men 
warring againſt that Law which is intheir Mind, and bringing 
into Captivity to the Law of Sin, which is in their Members ; 
this is ſhort of the Sorrow of ſome dear to him, who are ma co: 
xoar, by reaſon of the Diſquietneſs of their Heart, and to en 
of the Arrows of the Almighty ſticking within them, and the 
ſon thereof drinking up their Spirit, ſo that while they ufter t 
they ate with wiſe Herman almoſt diſtracted. Theſe things 1 ay, 
mainly inſiſted upon, which according to an Epiſtolar Method, 
{cattered in ſeveral Yaiceis up and down the Book : In teal 
whereof, thou wilt eaſily perceive alſo, that though the who 
theſe Epiſtles may be of ſingular Uſe tora Chriſtian in everyC 
dition, yet a great many of them have a more ſpecial Refere 
both to the Somfort and the Carriage of a Chriſtian under the(! 

whether his Affliction be outward Trouble, or inward Soul 
ciſe and Terrour, where he is moſt frequently to be found: M 
is all I have to ſay for the Matter. ' There are not a few in this 


net! 
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jon, Iknow, who will make it their Buſineſs, and think it. of 
i Inteceſt, to derogate from the Eſteem which theſe Epiſtles do 
challenge, and will readily get, from all who know how to 
things according to their Worth; as knowing very well, that 
it Reſpect theſe get and gain amongſt Readers, they . loſe ; - 
yeh I may truely ſay, and they will at laſt find it ſo, that if they 
the Thing they ſeek by this Artifice, they loſe by that getting: 
| 1 may aſfire my ſelf alſo, if theſe either find thee a 
tian or make thee ſuch, they may well Lofe by this Labour 
Eteem thou hadſt for them, but they will not prole'yte thee, 
heir profane Contempt of ſo Spiritual Matter; yet Iknow the 
eſſay it: Firſt, ſomewhat to this purpoſe may be ſaid, and 
be ſuggeſted by them, that here is a needleſs and nauſeating 
eitien of the ſame thing; Though it may be, they are not 
ifpleaſed, that it is {aid often, as that it is laid at all; Or if 
Frequency of it offend them, it is out of a Fear, that what is 
n ſald, be once liſtened to, and at laſt learned. I grant that 
ſme Matter and Purpoſe is divers times touched aud inſiſted 
u; But confider, 1. That this is to divers Perſons, and is 
e either Reaſon or Religion in it, to envy him the Libe:ty of 
ng all the Fearers of GOD. to whom he writes,vhat was done for 
Gul, or the People of GOD, the Advantage of that Relation? 
it not for the Edification of the Church, that all who had 
dof his Perſecution for the Goſpel, ſhould hear alfo, that the 
Id, do their worſt, cannot make a Sufferer truely Miſc:able, 
je GOD makes him Happygin a Communion with himfelf : 
Heat of Perſecution may dry up or imbitter all the Nether 
gs; but then the Soul hath free Acceſs to the Upper, and is 
ited to drink, yea, drink abundantly of theſe Rivers of his 
ſure : This is the Spiced Wine he drinks, and the Meat he 
to eat in Secret, which the World knoweth not of, and cannot 
from Him; And having found how Sweet to the Taſte this 
d of GOD, which comes down from Heaven, is, he cannot 
ear to tell others, how he is Feaſted ; To excite Deſires in 
> come and ſhare with him in theſe Dainties, and forbear to 
it themſelves with the World's deceitful Meat. 2. Conſider, 
it is at divers times, and ſurely, he finding the Conſolations of 
D xew every Morning. and abounding every Moment, it had 
a Piece of baſe Ingratitude in him, to have made Mention of 
but once, which GOD had given him often. 3. Conſider, 
oh the ſame Matter be often mentioned, yet it is moſtly with a 
tandtaking Variety of Phraſe;He brings forth the Old and New 
ther,nay.tacr2 is ever ſo much New in it, as may contribute to 
le Ne Deſires in thee, in order to the Satisfaction of thy own. 
to ſeek what he ſound, and when thou haſt fallen upon that, 
art filled with it, thy Practice in telling it over to others, will, 
out doubt, have ſuch a coincidency with his, as will juſtihe 
he 4th done, aud thou wilt then judge, that an Apology 
lubliming and frequent Proclaiming the Goodneſs of the 
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Speak,as not to hide his Purpoſe in a Cloud of new Coined Word 


have habituate their Tongue to drop Satyrs againſt what is Goo 
whether Perſons or Things; ret it is enough to Guard againfttl 


L xxvin ] 
LORD inthe Land of the Living, iseither wholly ſuperffi 

it doth ſuppoſe the Reader not 5 be a Chriſtian, 4 . 

Secondly, Something will be ſaid by Malicious Mutteters 

knew) againſt the apparent Courſneſs of ſome Fhrajes. 
Commonnets of ſome Words made uſe of by the Author; wh 
alongſt ſets himſelf, to make uſe of the moſt ordinary Expreſli 
which are in uſe among the common ſort of People. Somethin 
ſay, of this kind may probably be belched forth, by this Cary 


fe Vo! 
pod not 
under 
thor, 

alder 
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Crtticizing, Profane, and Prejudicate Age: But if they woulg (ai: 
member, what was ſaid (by Men much more knowing than t adds ti 
ſelves, and more able to diſcern what ought to be ſpoken, boi hisD 
to Matter and Words) to the Commendation of Plantys theſe 
made uſe of the moſt Common Words that were in uſe, amo tet 
the moſt Common ſort of People in Rome, Si ipſe Muſe lu ih 
rentur ore P/zutino uterentar; They would ſee Reaſon, a Hun 
to commend a Dexterons making uſe of Common Phraſes, Mocket 
v-riting to People of no Extraordinary Capacity, than take, beci ch >! 
of this, any Occaſion to Quartel at, or Cry down, that which it 
Uleful and Excellent ? And if in the Opinion of Men FaithMoma! 


and Famous in their Generation, he be the Zeſt Preacher to a pe ether 
(and conſequently Writer too) Sei, quam max ime trivialit 
pueriliter, pepulariter decet, as to Words, and Phraſes ; I ſe 
great Reaſon ſuch have to Carp, or Neceſſity I have to make 
Apology : But there is Sufficient to be ſaid, if got for Silend 
of Bablers, whoſe Tongue hath moe Dimenſions than their Rea 
( wh'ch makes it not worth the While to take Notice of their Ba 
ing) yetforSatisfying of themore Sober Minded ; Firf, Ce 
ſider that this Diſciple learned at his Maſter, both ſo to Write a 


He confulted his ownReputation ſo little, while he ſought hisMaſte 
Honour, that he would rather ſeem a Babler to them, who min 


ed ndthing but Words; than a Barbarian to the meaneſt, who wn, 4 
taken with Spiritual Matter; If Cyriſt's Example, who tage i 
theſe High and Heaveniy Myſteries of Salvation, by plain and #33 
vious Similitudes, be not ſufficient to Silence ich Yefſons, v CC 


Prejudice of what they take Liberty to ſay. 2. Conſider, that 
moſt common Words and ordinary Phraſes, in uſe amongſt a Feop! 
may, by tlie greateſt Oratour, be very pertinent ly uſed, for illuſtratiſ 
& preſſing his Purpoſe: Nay, in ſonie Caſes, theſe have a ſpecial Ell 
phaſis, beyond what can be wrapt up, in a great many more Com 
Words, and ſeemingly neat Expreſſions, and then, they are ſof 
from being a Blemiſt, to a Diſcourſe, that they ſeem to give a kind 
Lite, and add a certain Luftre to the whole Frame; And thouvi 
tind it often fall out here, that the Author hath ſo happy a Desi 
rity in ma-ing the moſt Common ( and ſometimes Contem 
tible) Phraſe, with a Graceful Sweerneſs, ſubſervient to li 
Purpote, that let the Greateſt Muſter of Words, alter but on 

| | | the 
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Words, or change one of theſe Expreſſions ( which if they 
ad not there, might almoſt ſeem a Barbariſm ) he Marrs what. 
mdertovk to Mend, and while he endeavours to Correct the 
thot, he leaves himſelf to be put in amongſt the Errata. 3. 
ider that a great many of the Ferſons to whom he wrote, were 
Scholars, nay, had fo little Acquaintance with that, which paſl- 

þ in the World for Elegancy of Speech, that he had as good. 

e faid Nothing at all to them, as have made Uſe of any other 
ads than what are pitched upon iu exprefiing his Purpoſe 3 And: 
his Deſign being to make Affection, or to niove it in the Hearts 
theſe to whom he wroge, there was a Neceſſity to Suit his 
eto their Capacity, which Condefceniioa in him, is yet Manag- 
with ſo much Spiritual Prudence and Diſcretion, as it is without. 
hating High Matter, or giving the leaſt Rational Ground to 
ockat Spiritual Myſteries: Lea, I may lay ſurther, that there is fo 
en Majeſty in the Strain, as that the Lowneſs ofthe Stile is abun- 
utly thereby made up: And fuither, 1 might Ask thee, if thou 
o makes the Challenge doeſt pretend to be a Mafter of Reaſon, 


1 peo Reiber he is the beſt Oratour, who can with the leaſt Noiſe, caſt 
vialiſ r into the Aftections of thoſe to whom: he Speaks or Writes, and 
fre ing down the Higheſt Myſteries in Religion, to the Capacity of 
nake e eaneſt Hearer and Reader, Or he who wraps up plain Truths 


d obvious Purpoſes, in ſuch an Obſcurity of Phrate, and per- 
ring Intricacy of Words, as carries the Matter quite deyond the 
each of a Vulgar Capacity, without making any other Impreſſion 


„Coen the „ind of the Hearer, thin that the Man hath forgotten 
ite ai Meſlage, aud while he Seeks himſelf, Slights his Maſter's Buſi- 


s? It often creates alſo a Saſpicion, that the Writer or Speaker 
ter deſires not to be Underſtood, or, while he endeavours to- 
artoo High above others, that he hath fallen into ſuch a Conſu- 
dn, as he knows not where to find himſelf : And if thou con» 
& here what with Reafon thou canſt not deny, thou haſt granted 
againſt thy ſelf, which I need ſeek, for patting thee to Silence. 
Conſider that though there be ſome here Written to, of the 
ratelt Quality in the Nation, and a Great many others, who are 
ninent for their Underſtanding and Parts, atwell as their Grace; 
tas theſe of the greateſt Quality and Parts, may reap Advantage, 
hat hath been Written to the maaneſt and moſt obſcure J er- 
u! 600 in his Providence led his Servant to {peak to theſe of 
aderitanding and Parts, ſo, that what was particulariy intended 
them, might be of ſpecial Uſe and Advantage 40 every one: 
id thus all Occaſion of Carping is t- ken away; Unleſs «mongit 
e leſt of Regulatities of this time the Epiſcopa/ Anthority be 
terpoſed, to make us Read and Undeiſtand t hat Axiom backwardʒ 
lum quo tommmnius co melius, which it it be, I have no more 
lay, but that it is of a Piece with the reſt of their Reformation. 
wpoſe by this time, it may be thought, I have laid roo much 
hon this Head, ſince it would ſeem that ſome things ought rather 
boe (aid, for making many things in them plain that ate W 
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A 


that is, Deeſt alienid intus, to make thee a Man and a Chriſti 


Ihen it is almoſt ſufficient, to make a Man guiky, that ever! 


have done it without Conſulting themſelves, or asking their Co 


8 E 


and dark, th an to ſay ſor. uch for taking oft prejudice, becaaſe ; 
ſome common Words and Expreſſions 3 but as to that, I fall! cedthe 
tr idertake it: For there are many things in them, onlie inte cus ch 
gible by taſting : and he who wants that Commehtarie, wille bet! 

underſtand this Text. I have no more to ſay, either for the ons othy | 
the other, but if any diſlike them, he may let them alone; f dale 
intend to obttude them upon none, who diſtaſtes them; yetle ould | 
not forbear to adviſeeven ſuch, ſo far to Conſult their own Repu” of 
tion, as, by ſpeaking againſt what the Author hath here v ritten, fal eacue 
diſcoyer that Sccret to the World, that they are perſons void of. 
gracious Principle, to whom the things that are of GOD ateVy Wu 
vourie: The Wind of thy Mouth, acconfpanied with all the Yeng ering 
thou canſt vomit up, will not Blaſt the Author's Reputation, it. ak 
only be. a blazing of thy own Shame, and then thou wilt ſeethy plzed 
ſo unhappie, as to have hit the Mark ar which thou didſt not Aim had 
without doing him anie Hurt, who is far above thy reach, ie 1 


+ . ** ov + 
Tongue falls upon thy own Head, and in ſtriking at one whomth hy 
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canſt not wound, thy Sword rebounds back upon thy ſelf, and ent 
into thine own Bovels: Bur if thou remaineſt a Man of Imp 
ſwallon, and laf ſo much pleaſure in publiſhing thine own Shame 
cannot help it, it is ſufficient for me, to have warned thee oft 
Hazard; Nor ſtall Iendeavorr henceforth to deprive the Wel 
their Libertie ( tince thou wilt have it ſo) to Jcok upon tit 
according to the Character which thou haſt given of thy ſelf, a 


nd ſince this biutiſh Shape pleaſes thee, thou mayeſt go eat C 
and let alone this Bread, which is onlie deſigned for Children: Ar 
io 1 leave fi:ce to make ufe of that Libcrtie, of ſaying what th 
plcates, whkich thou haſt now purchaſed with the Loſs of thy a 
Reputation. | | 

If any thiak, it had been more convenient, to have conceal 
the Names of thoſe to whom the Author Wrote, for ſome Reaſol 
obvious, in regard of the preſent lamentable poſture of Aff 


was really zealous for GOD ] I have only this to ſay for my fd 
That I deſigned their Honour, and not their Prejudice nor Hun 
prefixing their Names: Neither can I well imagine [ whatey 
others may appichend } what prejudice they can ſuſtain, by thi 
Hince none, or very few of them, come from the Author, as Retui 
to any thing they had written to him; And there being no la 
Either Diſcharging him to write, or any perſons to receive his let 
ters, there can be no Tranſgreſſion upon their part, and ſo notiil 
to ground a Prejudice, or found a rational Plea againſt them; Al 
much leſs in that their Names are prefixed 5 Or if there ben 
thing in this blame worthy, I alone am in the Tranſgreſſion, vi 


ſent; Yet in order to the Satisfaction of any, who may be ofient 
ed at what is done, I have this to ſay for my ſelf further, That 


was induced to it, fuſt, that thereby it might appear theſe vere! 
8 | | dad 


Fam 1) ED 2 
(elthe very Letters, which that Faithſul Sufferer and Witneſs of 
eu Chriſt Wrote ¶ though there is ſufficient in the Stile and Strain 
pput this beyond Debate] and no Forgeries. 2. many of theſe 
oithy Perſons being removed [ whereby the Church of GOD is 
tafcen and fad Loſs, in that ſue is deprived of fo many, who 
ould have Weeped and made Supplication on her Behalf, in this 
y of her Diftreſs, when not a ſew of her Friends have dealt 
racacroully with her, and are become her Enemies] their Poſte- 
ty might think themſelves wronged, if I ſaould have deprived 
(heir worthy Predeceſlors, by ſuppreſſing their Names, and ſmo- 
hering their Affection to the Work of GOD, of the Honour of 
king their Faithfulneſs known to the World: And truly, I 
udzed it the leaſt that was due to the Memory of theſe, who ought to 
chad in everlaſting Remembrance, to erect this poor Monditent 
ret their Grave, whereby they may live amongſt the Poſterity, when 
hey are gone, as perſons who obtained Mercy of the LORD, to be 
Faichful in their Generation: And that when the Account of ſuch 
comes to be taken, it may be ſaid, This and that Min was Born 
ame ere. 3 1 did it to encourage the Toſterity of ſuch, to be toHowers 
ort tte Fach and Patience of their worthy Progenitors, and that 
ona er may vot, without Shame and Horrour think of declining, or 
nn ing aide, either to the 9 — or left Hand, tom the way of 
. cke dear Relations, who by following the LORD fully, in an evil 
lilli Time, left them a noble Pattern, worthy of Imitation. 4. As for 
en ben cho are yet alive, I hope they will think, that GOD by this 
17 Providence, 1s making an honourable mention of their Fidelity be- 
* ſorethe Nations, and is remembring for them, the Love of their 
by 0 to cleave more cloſely, aud adhere more firmly to him, with full 
rec bupote of Heart, when the Generality have gadded about to change 
eau elt way, and many of his profeſſed Diſciples have gone back, and 
ae like to walk no more with him: Aud upon the other hand, GOD 
erer vil have this to be a Witnels before the World, againſt any of 
my fc them, who ſhall depart from the good Way of the LORD, and be 
Hun ofkended in him, becauſe of Lerſecution: I hope whatever Hazard 
tere eaten thete who abide in Chriſt's Company, that they will ne- 
mw torfike him, nor give him cauſe to tay, What miquity have ye 
dem bend in me, that ye are gone far ſrem me But it it ihould prove 
o L ctherwiſe, they may be jure, that he whoſe Soul hath no pleature in 
ic len ©") Man that draws back, and hates the Work of ſuch as turn aſide, 


oha l count himſelf engaged in a peculiar way, to lead them forth 


* vith the Workers of Iniquity 3 But we hope fax better things of 


be an them all, though we thus ſpeak : If none, theſe Keaſons which 
1, wh Moved me to do this, be ſtrong enough, then let it be judged my | 
co Veakinels. ; For it is more fit, that I ſhould pals in the World as 


fend ſuch [which is no great Miſtake } than theſe Honoucavie and 


ere! 


they had not the leaſt Acceſſion. 
did 4 


i. A 


That Wottay Perſons, ſhould ſuffer any Piejudice, by a Deed wherets | 


B 4 Reader, 


Epontats, when they went after him; hereby to Engage them, 
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Sons whom fie hath nontiſhed and brought up, to take her by the 
Hand: Igrant it is both a Rational and Religious Sorrow; For 


— _- 
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Cn]. 

Reader, much pains hath been taken, in Collecting theſe tog 
ther, that they might be in the Hands of many [ a thing greatly de 
fired of a long time by the Godly ] which have been Hitherto or 
in ſome broken and imperfect Parcels, in the Hands of a few : gte 
veral of the moſt Correct Copies that could be had, have been care 
fully Compared, and many Faults thereby Cortected, which wer 
erept in, * their being often Tranſcribed 3 and that by unskith 
Hands, If it fall out ſo ( as I ſuppoſe it ſhall not often be found 
that they who have the Autographs by them, perceive any differeng 
in a Word or Sentence, betwixt this Printed Copy and theſe, þ 
them impute it to my Want of the Principals 3 For though I had; 
good Number cf them, yet it was not poſſible for me to getth 
moſt part: In tome very few places alſo, to the end that this Bock 


moſt. 
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might be of more Univerſal Uſe, it may be, that a S:0e won his 
which would have darkened the Senſe, of rendered the Sentence pose 
whollie Unintelligible to Strangers, is either changed into ſome ul 
Quivalent one, or a Synonimovs Term inſerted by it; but in mottcni: 
Places theſe Words are retained, without any Alteration ; BecauſeMiiſe?re 
either Alteration, or Addition, would have made them leſs Taking is, 

m vi 


with, and Acceptable to them, for whom they were at firit Written, 


and to thoſe for whom they are now principallie intended; BecauteMiWning 
the Life and Emphaſis ot the Phraſe, is often found to lie in th ect 
very Word. But having kept thee under tco long ap Arreſt in the e 
Entrie, Ileave thee now to peruſe theſe profitable Epiſtles, which Went! 
are an Account of the many ſweet Hours and comfortable Solilo- WW), 


pt 
OWI 
At to 
th n1 
eſon 


quies, which that Eminent Saint and Sufferer had with GOD in the 
Furnace of his Affliction: Wherein there is much to be ſeen, be- 
yond the ordinary Attzinment of a Chriſtian, even who hath made 
ſome remarkable Progreſs, and is no ſmall Proficient in the Ways 
of GOD. Inothing doubt, but when chou perceiveſt, while thou 


Readeft, how much pure Zeal to GOD, doth burn in theſe Lines, l, 
thou wilt lament the Loſs of ſuch a bleſſed Inſtir ment, no, when the is 
Church of GOD is brought ſo very low, and there are few of all the e 

kions 


he B 


when we remember the many Eminent Lights (the Removal of ate 


” whom, hath brought a fad and dark Night upon the Church ) eto 
| which did lately ſhine amongſt us, and muſt ſay, They are gone who tle A 
were our faithful Guides, it would almoſt ſeem pardonable, to ee 
abandon our ſelves to Sorrow, and refuſe to be comforted : f 
talia fando temperet a lachrimis? Let give me leave to ſuggeſt theſe a t 
things. (1.) Let not the Tear ſo blind thine Eye, as not to 0b- . 


terve the Goodneſs of GOD, who gave, us ſuch :? It was a ſaying 
| of an Eminent and Exetcifed Chriſtian ( worthie to be remembred 
n this preſent Cafe, and to be put upon Record for poſteritie) per- 
| ceiving many ſorrow ful, upon the Removal of one of the moſt 
burning and ſhining Lights, that Britatn had to boaſt of ( that 
| great Interpreter Ar. Durhame I mean) turn your Tears and Sigl 
| for this Loſs { laid that worthie perſon ) rhorgh it ſee 


Mie 


m tis 708 
almoſt 
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tog d irreparable [an Age hardlie producing ſuch another 1560 


ef Praiſes; and do not fo Indulge your Sorrow, becauſe the Ma- 
hath called home an Ambaſſadour, who did ſo Faithfullie and 
kcceſsfallie Negotiate for him; As ye forget in the mean time to: 
ile the L OR Dof the Harveſt, vho thruſt forth ſuch a Labourer into 
{Vineyard : Let not the greatneſs of your Grief make you for- 


that there was a Mr. Darhame to die out of it: So J ſay, when. 
Reading of theſe, thou remembers that the worthie Author is 


Exceſs of thy Grief, as to forget GOD's Care of, and Kindneſs 
the Church of Scetland, who amongſt others gave her a Mr. 
uierfoord : One who was not only Famous at Home and Abroad 


pole, there is not a Godly Miniſter in the Nation, who knew his. 
urfulneſs, his Tenderneſs, his Zeal, his ſhining and Goſpel- 
oming Converſation, that will think hewrongs himſelf, in giving 
elreference to him, whole Watching and Weeping and unwearied 
Jus, to Propagate the Truth, and profit the Souls of Men, made 
mvithout a Match or Equal, and left deep Convictions of ſhort. 
ing, even upon them, who may with a rational Confidence, 
vet the Approbation of, Vell done, good and faithful ſervant, at 
eDay of their Appearance, and die in the Faith of this; that 


lory, that fadeth not away. (2. ). If no other Conſideration can. 
upthy Tears, or divert thy Sorrow, while thou doſt remember. 
dun and the Churches Loſs 3 yet remember that this is ſuffi- 
t to make thee mourn in Hope, that the Reſidue of the Spirit is: 
n him We cannot, Igrant, Weep back again (though it's. 
eſome would be content to Weep themſelves blind, if that were. 
ul, and would do it) our famous and Faithful Knexes, Da- 


lleries, with a great many beſides, or their Brethren. and Com- 
lions, who did Build and Fight with them, and were the Reſtorers 


eto ſee them alive in other Mens Perſons * I grant there is but 
le Appearance of that for the preſent ; For Alas! may we ſay, 
eie is there a Man of that Spirit to be found.? Yet let us not add: 
bio all the reſt of our Provocations in this Wilderneſs-lot, to 
It the Holy One of 1ſrae! 3 ſince theſe had nothing but what. 
did teceire; he can furniſh the Church with Menof the ſame. 
wand Zeal ; with Men who will ſhine in Light, ſo, that their. 
mics muſt lay their hand upon their mouth when they have ſpo- 
j and burn in Love to GOD and his Intereſts : And truly it 
eins all the People of GOD, to be much in Impoztuning him, 


(remember us now, in our low Eſtäte, by raifing up ſuch, who. 


Bs moſt: 


ttheRiches of his Goodneſs to the Church of Chriſt in Scotland, 


eto his Reſt ; Yet be not guiltie of ſo much Ingratitude, through 


x his great Learning; but ſuch a Miniſter of the Goſpel, as I. 


athe great Shepherd ſhall appear, they ſhall receive a Crown of 


ons, Welches, Bruces, Hendtrſons, Rutherfeords, Gileſpies, 


le reaches amongſt us, whereby they obtained a good Report; 
Lare at this day of bleſſed memory indeed; But is there no. 


It he would again give us ſuch Standard-bearers, and that i.e. 


IK as the Chariots aud Hoſemen of Irael, when the Spirit of 


moſt is under ſuch a Faint, and the Mea of Might do not fndth 


and thetr Heel againſt his People? They who by falling aſleep, t 
their Hair was cut, that they were not incafe to ſhake themſelves 


reſtored unto you ſeven fold; which would carry alongſt with 
the Accompliſhment of that other great and Goſpel- promiſe, 


the Church, whereby the Tabernacles of GOD are bunt up thtoug 


| ſcarce poſſible for any to out- do them in perſecuting 3 for tid 


But as! The Church finds this day, that in reſpect of ow” | 
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Hands: If ve were up and doing in this, which is one great part 
our Work in ſuch a ſad Time, and gave him no reſt, who knows but 
would yet breathe upon many, who are now as dry Bones, with 
Life or Motion, and make them ſtand up for him, and plead 
Cauſe againſt them, who have lifted up their head againſt Hea 


at other times, when their Enemies were upon them, might! 
fpoil their Adverſaries Sport, and bring down their Babel abd 
their Ears, if the Spirit of the LORD came upon them as at ot 
times: Or if this were not to be expected, he could raiſe up aG 
neration, who would ferve him with more Zeal and Faithfulne 


than we have done; and that in ſich a number. as ſhould mike you 
Church ſay, Vhs hath begotten me all theſe ? And where have tl eme 
been * It may be that he who waits to be gracious, is waiting toe: 
Intreated to do this good Thing forus : Surely if we were a peo erh 
of Prayer, and particularly for this Church and Nation, Merch, thee 
might be ſurpized now, when we have ſcarce a Token for Good, alli adth 
when our Luke-warm Temper has bariſhed the Faith of ſuch 
Mercyalmoſt out of the Earth, with fuch a Return as that, I will clo 11) | 
2 hy Prieſts with Salvation, and thy Saints ſhall yet ſhext alsnd far jt gh 
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[the 
uly tl 
100) 
lat 3p 
Ms, 4 
cer! 


Iwill pour down ſuch a plentiful meaſure of the Spirit upon thet 
that by their Zeal and Faithfulneſs, the years which this Canke 
worm and Cater-pillar of Luke-warmnefs hath eaten up, ſhall 


Enemies will I clethe with ſhame, but npon himſelf ſhall his Crim 
Nomriſp. Faxit Deus, & feſtinet, ſhould be the conſtant Ecko ( 
our hearts | | | | | 
Reader, there is one thing more I have to :cquaint thee with, al 
ſol have done, and that is to tell thee, that I have made bold if 
this once, to fend theſe Epr//es Abrcad into the World, withouttl 
Prelates Imprimatur : It he pleaſe to take this for an Apo 
that the Author ſought not his Permiſſion to Write them, whit 
emboldned me to Tranſmit them to thy Hands, without his A 
probation, he may; fer I aw not in an Humour to give nimi 
other Account of this Action. I know it's very probable, thattl 
Fate oſ theſe may be the Fire; forour late furious Prelates ( th 
Draco velans which being got upon the Wing, ſpouts down fire up 


the Land: For the appearance of this fiery Meteor, did alway 

ortend ſomewhat Fatal to the Church, to ſollow upon it) att 
Fierle more hot than their Predeceſſors: It's true, theſe went! 
high in their Perſecution, and drave ſo hard, that it was thougl 


run themſelves out of Breath, and never drew Bridle till they fell 
the Ditch, and we thought they had died there without Succeſo 


LEJ . 
us ey were meer Novices, & had ſcaice ſerved their Apprentiſn ip 
he 2/ack .£yt : And this puts me to think, whether the People of 
b hould not rather ſubmit to be Chaſtiſed even with the Scourge 


ir WF Lorpions, than to wiſh that he would thiow the Rod in the 
ad : if they were gone, and we not fit for a Delivery ( as in- 
jez e are not] it fhould fall out with us, according to the Story 


ine old Wife of Syracuſe, who was afraid of Dionyſius his Death, 
| the Devil ſhould ſucceed him: But if any ſhould fay to me, 
ut and he be already come. For. if the Holy Ghoſt coi! theſe 
mich, Rev. 2. 10. who did But caſt in Priſon, and did but cait 
win Priſon, may he not be ſaid to be already come down now 
ning great Wrati 3 when Depoſition, Impriſonment, Baniſh- 


uln at, yea any thing leſs, than declared worthy to Die, is thought 
ike our: It any ſhould urge me with this, I fay, I conteſs he would 
e eme into an abſolute Silence, or force an Acknowledgment from 
oro: Ethe Prelates themſelves, who are of age, be in caſe to make 
reobcy'y, let them anſwer it : For the truth is, they are ſo hot up- 
cy, eic Work, that if it be 2 Hereſſe tothink ſo of them, they who 
d, a ethe Neceſſity of their Office, for preventing of Schiſm and 
fuch e, are like to turn the better part of the World Hereticłs; But 
mn Th purpoſe, I ſay, there is ſome reaſon to fear, that this be | 
ui ust very fit Fewel, to make a Fire in Catap has his Halli How- 
the e though it ould be ſo, yet this is not the firſt time, that ſome 
anke tte worthy Author's Works, have got ſuch Entertainment: And 
all i there is fo much Zeal to the Intereſts of Chriſt, fo much Love 


cob, and the Salvation of Men, burning in theſe Lines, that, 
lt Spirit, whoſe Element is Fire, will endeavour to blow the Bei- 


kcerity, and perſonal Zeal for GOD and his Intereſts, is now bro- 
fl out, in ſuch high Acts of Rebellion againſt him, and Hatred 
unit his Servants 5 whereby the Proverb is become plain Scoz:Þ, 


d %, or both if ye will: Ommis Apeſtata ſectæ ſue Ofor: But 
out te Prelates would take a poor Preslyter's Advice, they would 
polo ea let it alone, leſt the Smoke of that fire, wherein they burn this, 
hide a flame of juſt Indignation againſt them, in the Hearts of al 


IeLovers of GOD, as Men who have a very perfe& Hatied agauut 


mage but if they care not to be fo looked upon, I have no more 
hat th be it ſo: It's like nothing that I can ſay, will hinder them, 
(i en putting this Piece in his Hands, to whom, as I hear, they have 


Mnitted the Reviſing of Learned and worthy Mr. Weed's Teſti- 
uo, Ce. And who, it ſeems, is made choice of by them, as Se- 
ane in Chief, for Reviſing all ſuch Pieces, to wit, Joannes Dun- 
eis, cam Fratribus, & Cellegis ſuis: And thesefore I muit 


ent ehem to their own Libertie, which J only do, becauſe I cannot 
101288!) t: and I am afraid beſides, leſt I ſhould work too hard, in 
r th FG Water to cool them, I over-heat my ſelf, and leave them 
fell! ws nothing cooler than I found them: But as for thee, Chri- 
hy er it will be a ſufficient Imprimatur, to tell thee, that 
0 de ate MA, KUTHEREFOOGRD'Ss LETTERS Wherein he 


gives 


ns, and ſeek this as a Sacrifice at their hands, waoſe once proſeſſed 
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| gives thee an Account, of many a g.od Day, and joyful Hour, 


oſ his Feaſt; And truly, Lwiſh that both of us would go try 


any where elſe 


don that 1 have not done it ſooner: when I wrote the firſt Lig 
 Frhovght to have made the End and the Beginning ſo contigud 


this Length beſides my Deſign 3 Bur if the Length of what is 


. 


nad in his Maſter's Companie, while his fellow Servants did beat 
thruſt him out ef the Vineyard: and he invites thee to take a 8 


taſte, fince neither of us are like to have verie good Entertain 


I nave but one word more to ſay; for I know it's long ſincet | 
expected 1 ſhould have made an end, and it's onlie to crayethee g 


that I mould neither have put thee to this Trouble, nor my ſelf to 
Neceſſitie of an Apologie: and in order to that, I did really 
bear what ( as I told thee ) at firſt I intended, and am can 
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oſtend thee. thou art in caſe without doing me any wrong, tof 
thy ielf the ſame satisfaction, as if 1 had ſaid ncthing, by pa 
It, as fo much waſte Paper, & turning over to the Epiitles them(el 
If thy Soul be profited by theſe ( as I hope it ſhall ) I have 
Deſign ; and all I feek of thee beſides, is, That thou woul 
wiſa his Soul's Welfare, who was at this little pains, in order 
thine, and who deſires to be reckoned by thee, amongſt the meal 
and moſt unworthie of | | 


The fowenrers of the duſt of Zion, 
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CRISTIAN READER: 


0nfidering. how lit we need Mr. RUTHEREQORD'S LE TTER 8. 
have of any mans Epiſile C ommendatery.his great Maſter, whom 


hum one, written by his own Hand, on the Heart! fever one, who is. 
lune his Eprfile. and ſavours ide Things of GOD, and is experimen- 
[taly acquainted with that Heart-calming.that marvellonſly ſweet, that 


txperienced thoſe rare. thoſe meſi refreſhing, yea and. beyond all Ex- 
eſſen raviſping Immanations of the Love of GOD upon the Son! ; 
and. as the neceſſary and native Reſult thereof which cauſe and pro- 


dice thoſe Immanatiens of it's Love back again. upen him, who ſhed - 
broad bis Love in the Heart: A thing, as much and manifeſily Ex- 


mp/ifiea. in theſe Epiſtles, as in any Viece (that incomparable that 
uh way in all Things and Reſpedts, matchleſs, that truly Non: ſuth 


df GOD the Holy Scriptures being ſet afide ) the Norld hath. 


tſeen, or this day can ſbaw : For, in each of theſe thou mayeſt per- 
re, how the Writers Heart is enflamed, with a Hely Fire; and 
iy bis Sou! aſcends in the Smoke ( 4s ſnatched mp to Heaven and 
(tht up above all that is below GOD: O how much is what drops 
frm his Pen above the ordinary Attainments and Experience, even 
f/s.h Who ſeem to have out run others So that in reſpe# of ut, 
l. Angelof the Church ſpeaks, as one ſiauamy already in the Quire 


five #5 ſome Account of what they are doing Above? Tſay theſe 
Diſiles net landing in need of any Mans Epiſile t ommendatory much 


nl every way ſhert of what ought te have been ſaid F, and to thoſe 
Tiings therein touched) neither purpoſe I to prejuage thee, by ſub- 
lutrag any thing elſe in it's place, every Letter, 4518 already hintes, 
bing it's own Epiſtle Commendatory in it, and the foregoing being 
n Ton to the follewint > which gothing coming from another 
ATA 5 "Im MOEN | : 


Lhavs 


he ſerved with his Spirit in the Goſje! of his Son, haviiggiveu 


Angels, or as an Angel come down from Heaven among Men, to. 


ef what was prefixed to the firſt Impreſſion, I have by choice laid it- 
whullyaſide,(not as Retreated butbecauſe in all reſpecis rather De fecluve, 


REA DEN 


ur and dear Interconrſe, betwixt himſelf and the Send, and hath | 


—— — „ ....-- 
_ — 


_ firſt Aimed at, Intended, and Cenſulted, in Gathering and Publiſt 


which drives to this Edition, there are ſo many of the Additional [| 


4s a true Copy, and count myſelfebliged, if Icould, to Bury it, in if 


ſrpaſſing, and inconceivable *weetneſs which is in the Fruiien 
60D, and to be enjoyed iu a Fellowſhip with the Father, and with 


—— — 


. 

Ihave only theſe fen Thinge to acquaint thee with, concerning: 1 
Iwpreſſion : Firſt, While ſome were at pains to gather theſe Let 
which are now added for publick Uſe, there came forth a ſecond 
preſſion ; but ſo miſerably Miſprintcd, that the Senſe in many pla 
is fo manifeſtly marred and perverted, as the Reader cannot know wh 
to make of itn; Co that this Impreſſion was neceſſary, u ot inly becad 
of the Wrong the Anther hath received &the Injury done te the Read 
who hath been mach hereby Abuſed ; But alſo, ſoy preventing athil 
( perceiving hem acce prable any thing is, which beareth hut that Nan 
which would have been probably ſv much werſe even than that (rand 
it had been uu 4 Bundle of blurred Paper ſent inte the World wnger i 
Name of Mr. Rut nerfoord's Letters. Secondly, Kzow, that leſd 
the great Pains which hath been taken, to ſend forth this Edition Col 
rec, forthe Uſe and Edificatien of theſe whe want it and long nl 
after it, there is the Addition of fixty eight Epifiles of the ſame 
thor, net formerly Printed. Thirdly, Know, that as it was the B 
fication of the Church and commer Intereſt of the Saints, which was 


theſe Letters , ſo to convince thee that it is not Gain, nor filthy Lui 


ters Printed by themſelves, as they who have the firſt (fer I coi 
allow none to that called, the ſecond, which Tdeſire may not be iI 


Grave of perpetual Oblivion, or baniſh it out of the World ) may hal 
that Part by it ſelf, witheut being put te a Neceſſity, of buying tO 
whole again tegether. And thus leaving thee to permſe what is mal 
publick, for thy Edificatien ; and te preſi this Pomegranate, af 
ſqueeze this Grape; and to fuck till then find thy Soul refreſhed wil 
it's ſpiced Wine; And wiſhins thee æn Experimental Knowledgeeft 4 


Son Feſns Chriſt, and a Full Dranght of theſe pure Streams of ſolid iſ 
and Conſolation, wherein the ©oul of this Saint ſwimed, and which lf 
thorow theſe Lines ; without which, while heſpeaks as commy fol 
ont of the King's Banqueting Honſe, to perſmade thee to ge in thitls 
and feaſt, ana bathe thy Soul in the ſame pure Delights, and permantllf 
Pleaſures, whereen he fed, and which flow in upon the Soul, and ov 
flow it, while the Saint finds himſelf, with his Beloved's Leſi 14M 
under his Head, and his Right-hand embracing him, he will be to 
@ Barbarian. Tſhall only wiſh and beg, that thou worldeſi ſeriov 
ſeek of GOD, the ſame thing for him, who ſeeks this for thee, and hal 
his Deſign in the Pains tałen in publiſhing theſe Letters, if thou W 
thereby proveket to ſeok till thou find: This is that adequate Rete * 
pence, which he ſecks, earneſilꝝ int reats, and expeds, 4 


Who 1s 
Thy Souls Well wiſher, 
and Servant in Chriſt Jeſus. 


* $3 


%, 


ad Lectorem in Epiſtolas. 


Uod Chebar & Patmos divinis Vatibys olim, 
Hoc fuerant Santo claus tra Abredæa Vir « 


75 Profuit ut quondam tibi plus Eccleſia carcer, 
Lubera quam patult copia facta fori; 
e Hictibi fie ſcriptis carcer plus profuit iſtis, 

„ bapita quam rauca que ſonuere tuba. 

% Pharmaca in hoc proſtant, contritis corde, [ibe]lo, 
1% Hi crucis Elyſiis eſt via ſtrata roſis. 
, Hi Amor & Chriſti decor, hic cœleſtis & aua 
* Gloria depicta eſt, horrida & ira Dei. 
ien due materies, ſublimibus apta cothurnis, 
vi 8 Hic tenui & facili fuſa legenda ſtylo ef. 
% at voces ff carpat Loilus ullas, 
M divina ſapit, Cor ſine mente gerit: 
1" 1ra/»libas celerem attulerant hæc Seripta ruinam, 


Inprefſa extremmmn preftimmmaue diem. 


r. RUTH E RFO OR D's 


ET IT ERS. 


n -L 
To Mr. i 
| X0BERT CUNINGHAME, 
Wnifer of the Goſpel at Holywood 


in Ireland, 


„ 5 _ 
966 thought G-od to take the Opportunity of Writing 
to you: Seing it hath ſeemed Good to the 
LORD of the Harveſt, to take the Hooks out 


lime; It were Good to Comfort one ancther in Writing, 
ſe had a Deſire to See you in the Face, yet now being the 
ner of CHRIST” it is taken away, I am greatly Comforted 
et of your Souldiers Stately-Spirit, for your Princely and 
f Captain JESUS our LORD, and of the Graceof GOD in 
of our Dear Brethren with you. You have heardof my 
le,! ſuppoſe. It hath pleaſed our Sweet LORD JESUS, 
l looſe the Malice of theſe interdicked Lords in his, Houle, 
Mitre me of my Miniſtry at Anwoth; And to Confine me Eight 


Me to any before ) to inhibite me to Speak at all in 
s Nome, within this Kingdom, under the pain of Re- 


Days 


— f 


(Ry Elbeloved and Reverend Brother, Grace, Mercy and 
Peace be to you; Upon Acquaintance in CHRIST, 


of our Hands for a time, and to lay upon us 
a more Honcutable Service, even to Suffer for 


e Miles from thence to Aberdeen 3 and allo (which was 


4 The Canute that ripened their Hatred, was my Book. 
lie Arminians, whereof they Accuſed me thoſe three 
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1 
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2 Mr. Kut berfoord's Epil. 
Days. 1 appeaied before them; | __ 
Keign by his Grace, the Loſs is can i the I —— $10g nl ir 
and Truth's; Albeit this Honeſt Croſs gained fore G 
me, by my Heavineſs, and inward challenges of Con = je Ma 
a time were ſharp : Yet now for the Locouragement bf 
1 dare ſay it, and Write it under my Hand, Welcon 2 th W 
ſweet, ſweet Croſs of Chriſt. I vezily think h N. y 
5 Js are all overlaid with pure Gold, and that kink ”7 
erfumed, and that: it ſmelleth of Chrift : N 5 
. 5 2 Nee r of the Lamb, and bil en A bh 
hat Chriſt lying on his Back, in his weak Seiv: y TW 
prefled Truth, ſhall Ride over his Enen ies Boilies - th = | 
through Kings in the Day of his Wrath. "» N 2 —— ll 
= Laugheth 3 And ſeeing He is now peaſed to Sit with Wr _ 
oratime, it becometh us to be Silent, until the LORD! n © 
the Enemies enjoy their Hungrie, Lean, and Feckleſs P. Ws : 
Bleſſed are they who are Content to take Strokes 21 - ie W 
Chrift : Faith will truft the Lord, and is not haſtie, w 
Rong 5, 1 re s F 1 timorous, as to flatter 178 ence, 
2 »N1ve the Croſs. It is li tle dow ith 
_—— and wy 24 01 can 1 0 Fro * 
es 3 It mult 2 fo, tillwebe up in ou no e ſe 
_ Heart is woe indeed for my Mother Chak, * x 
2 e Harlot with many Lovers; Her Husband bath amind t 
er for her Horrible ranſgreſſions; And heavy will chevy” 
2 the Lord be upon this backſliding Nation. The ways of 
ion mourn, her Gold is become dim, her white Nazarites 
1 black like a Coal: How ſhall not the Children weep, when 
. Husband and the Mother cannot Agree | Yet I believe Satt 
was. ſhall clear again, and that Chri® ſhall build again the 
* e places of Jacob, and that our dead and dry Bones f 
become an Army of Living Men; And that, our Welbeloved 
yet Feed among the Lilies, until the Day break, and the ſhad( 
flee away. My dear Brother, let us Help one anothet with 
Prayers : Our King ſhall mow down his Enemies, and f 
come from Bozra, with his Gaiments all died in Blood, and em 
our Conſolation ſhall He appear, and call His Wife Hephzil 
and his Land Bewlah ; For he will Rejoyce over us aud Mi 
us; And Scotland ſhall ſay, What have 1 to do any more" 
Idols? Only let us be Faithful to Him, that can Ride througi 
and Death upon a Windleſtrae, and His Horſe never ſtumb 
* Him make of me a Bridge over a Water, ſo that 
15 and Holy Name may be Glorified in me: Strokes 
the Sweet Mediators Hand, are very Sweet : He has alwaysÞ 
| tweet to my Soul, but ſince I Suffered for Bim, His Breath ha 
_ Sweeter Smell than before. Oh that every Hair of my Head, 
every Member, and every Bone in my Body, were a Man T0 
nets a fair Confeſſion for him, 1 would think all too little 
him: When J look over beyond the Line, and beyond Dei 
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Inſt, 1. | Letters, 3 
ate Laughing ſide of the World, I Triumph, and Ride upon the 
Joh Places of Jacob; Rowbeit otherways, I am a faint dead- 
arted cowardly Man, oft born down, and hungry in waiting for 
te Martiage ſupper of the Lamb: Nevertheleſs 1 think it the 
ads wife Love that Feeds us with Hunger, and makes us Fat 
ih Wants, and Deſertions : 1 know not, my Dear Brother, if 
of ut Vorthy Brethren be gone to Sea, or not, they are on my 
80 but and in my Prayers 3 If they be yet with you, ſalute my 
Via, ar Friend John Stewart 3 My welbeloved Biethien in the Lord, 
Tr 1. Blatr, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Living ſion, and Mr. Mac Cleland, 
nd id Acquaint them with my Troubles, and intreat them, to pray 
be poor Aflicted Priſoner of Chrift : They are dear to my 
en: | feek your Prayers and theirs for my Flock; Their 
Wil emembrance breaks my Heart: I defire to Love that People, 
nate others my dear Acquaintance in Chriſt with Love in GOD, 
aas GOD loveth them: I know that he who ſent me to 
geen e Welt, and South, ſends me alſo fo the Nexth. I will Charge 
11 88) oul to Betteve and to Wait for him, and will follow his Provi- 
are, and not go before it, nor ſtay behind it. Now my Dear 
n ber taking Farewel in Paper, I Commend you all to the Word 
u bis Grace, and to the Work of his Spirit, to Him who holdeth 
- 10.8" (even Stars in His Right Hand, that you may. be kept Spot- 
th j ts till the Day of JESUS our LORD. 1am ns 8 
a Frm living, being en my Journey Your Brother in Affliction, 
« of Wl brite Falace in Aberdeen in our ſweet Lord jeſus, 
ie gt 4. 1636. " ip 
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Und 
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ry" Beloved, and longed for in the LORD, my Crown and 
LW) my]Joy in the Day of Chiift: Grace be to you and Peace, 
um GOD our Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I long ex- 
tedingly to know, if the oft-ſpoken of Match betwixt you and 
uiſt holdeth; and if you follow on to know the Lord. My 
Dy Thoughts, and my Night Thoughts are of you; While ye 
leep, 1 am afraid of your Souls, that they be oft. the Rock: 
nxt to my Lord Jeſus, and this fallen Kirk, ye have the great- 
ti Share of my Sarrow, and alſo of my Joy; Ye are the Matter of 
be Tears, Care, Fear, and daily Prayers of an Oppreſſed Priſoner 
if Chritt. As J am in Bonds for my High and Lofty One, my 
Wal and Princely Maſter, my Lord jeſus; ſo lam in Bonds 
hen e Forlfhould have ſleeped in my warm Neſt, and kept the 
Pod in my Arms, and the Cords of my Tabernacle ſhould 
ire been faſtened more ſtrongly, 1 might have ſung an Evanzc! 
| Eaſe to my Soul and you for a time, with my Biethren, the Sons 
of 
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with Mens Feet, and to drink foul and muddie Waters: But t; 
the Almighty was a Terrour to me, and his Fear made me afr: 


and ſad Sabbatis Ihave had, fince I laid down at my Maſters 


Eye of my Delights, to preach Chriſ/ my Lord, and they have y 


you, the Man's Work thall burn and never bide God's Fire, and 


my Lord ( before whom I ſtand for you) the Salvation of yc 
alf! O whata Prey had I gotten to have you catched in Chriſ 


ms 4 
CO en ů — 
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Mir. Rutherford's Epiſt. 
of my Mother, that were angry at me, and have thtuſt me ou 


the Vineyard, if I ſhould have been broken, and drawn on to x 
you the Lord's Flock; and to. cauſe vou eat Paſtures troden u 


O my Lotd, judge if my Miniſtry be not dear to me, but not fo dear 
many Degrees, as Chriſt Jeſus my Loid : GOD knoweth the he 


my two Shepherds Staves ; Thave been often ſaying, as it is writ 
Lam. 3. 52, 53. My Enemies chaſed me fave like 4 Bird with 
cauſe, they lave cut off my Life in the Dungeon, and caſt a Stone 
en : For next to Chriſt, I had but one Joy, the Apple of 


lently plecked that away from me, and it was to me like the pleat! 
Man's one Eye, and they have put out that Eye, and quenched fin © 
Light inthe Inheritance of the Lord; But my Eye is toward g 
Lord. 4 knowl ſhall ſee the Salvation of God, and that my H elo 
ſhall not always be forgotten. And my Scxrow ſhall want nothin: 1 
to compleat it, and to make me ſay, What availeth it me to li unte 
If ye follow the voice of a Stranger, of one that cometh in toit 
Sbeepfold not by Chriſt the Door, but climbeth up another wei! 
If the Man' build his Hay and Stubbleupon the Golden Foundatiꝗ ben 
hriſt Jeſus, already laid among you, and ye follow him, 1 aſſa ock, 
M an 
and he both ſhali be in Danger of Everlaſting Burning, except ye Mo 
pent. O if any Pain, any Sorrow,any Loſs that 1 can ſufer for Chi p 
and for you, were laid in Pledge to buy Chriſſ's Love to you, er a: 
that I could lay my deareft Joys, next to Chriſt my Lord, in ti iti 
Gap, betwixt you and Eternal Deſtruction! O if 1 had Paper d 
broad as Heaven and Euth, and Ink as tlie Sea, and all the Rire he 
and Fountains of the Earth, and were able to write the Love, t. uit 
Worth, the Excellency, the Sweetneſs, and due Praiſes of out Dea 
eſt; and Faireſt Welbeloved; and then if ye could Read and unde ich 
ſtand it! What could I want, if my Miniſtry among you, fou et 
make a Marriage between the little Bride in that Bounds, andi es 
Bridegroom ? O how Rich a Priſoner were I, if Fcould obtain Mud 


Net! O then I had caſt out my Lord's Lines and his Net with 
rich Gain! Othen welk-wazed pained Breaſt and fore Back, and 
craſed Body, in ſpeaking early and late to you! My Witnets! 
above, your Heaven would be two Heavens to me, and the Salt 
tion of you alt as two Salvations tome, I would Subſcribe as 
ſpenſion, and a Friſting of my Heaven, for many Hundred Yea! 

according to God's good Pleaſure } it ye were ſure in the up . 
Lodging, in our Father's Houſe, before me. I take to Witne 
Heaven and Earth againſt you, I take Inſtruments in the Hands 
that Sun, and Day Light, that beheld us, and in the Hands of til 
Timber and Walls of that Kirk, if 1 drew not up a fal Con 
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lt % | ; | Letter 5. | | 3 
cage betwixt you and Chriſt, if I went not with Offers be- 


«the Bridegroom and you, and your Conſcience did bear you 
nes, your mouths conſeſſed, that there were manie fair Tryſtes - {© 


n vi Hectings drawn on, betwixt Chriſt and you, at Communion 

ut i and other Occaſions, there were Bracelets, Jewels, Rings, 
af Love Letters ſent to you by the Bridegroom ; it was told you 

dear a fair Dowrie ye ſhould have, and what a Honſe your Husband _ 
e he dye frould dwell in, and what was the Bridegroom's Excellencie, | 
ers Feaneſs, Might, Power, the Eternitie and Glory of his Kingdom, 
writ: exceeding Deepneſs of his Love, who ſought his black Wife | 
with och Pain, Fires, Shame, Death, and the Grave, and ſwimed YN 


Lfilt Sea for her, undergoing the Curſe of the Law, and then was ⁵ 


of WW aCirſe for you, and ye then conſented; and ſaid, Even ſoT | 
ve en. counſel you;beware ofthe new and ſtrange Leaven of Mens - ⁵ 
he p rentions, beſide, and againſt the Word of Cod, contrair to the | 
hed of this Kirk, now coming among you: I inſtructed you f 
ard Re uperfiition and Idolatry, of kneeling in the Inſtant of receiving ⁵⁶ 
3 Hollie Lord's Supper, and crofling in Baptiſm, and the oblerving of i 
ot111 es Days, without any Warrant of Chrift our perfect Law-giver: 1 
ii aten nce not the Suprtice, the Attire of the Maſs Prieſt, the gar | 


. | » . ! 
nt of Baal's Prieſts ; the abominable bowing to Altars of 
re is coming upon you, hate and keep your ſelves frem Ido!'s : 


t Wa 
bear in any caſe to hear the Reading of the new fathetleſs Service 
alin 


kok, ſull of groſs Hereſies, Popiſh and ſuperſtitious Errors, with- iff 

any Warrant of Chriſt, tending to the Overthrow of Preaching : 9 
1 
( 


Je Oo ove no Obedience to the baſtard Canons, they are Unlawful, | 
Chi phemous and Superſtitious : All the Ceremonies that lie in 
Y, kaAntchrifts foul Womb, the Wares of that gre.t Mother of for- 
in tl | 


ictions, the Kirk of Rome, are to be refuſed, ye ſee whither they 
ad you ; continue ſtill in the Doctrine which ye have received: 
e heard of me the whole Counſel of God, ſew no clouts upon 
it's Robe: take Chriſt and his Rags and Loſſes, and as perſe= 
td by Men, and be content fo ſigh and pant up the Mountain, 

f 
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th Chriſt's Croſs on your back; let me be repute a falſe Pro- 


out (and your Conſcience once ſaid the contrair ) if your Lord 
not fs all not Rand by you, and maintain you, and maintain your 
nee againſt your Enemies: I have heard, (and my Soul is | 
f ere for it ) that ſince my Departure from you, many among : 


e are turned back from the good old Way, to the Dogs Vomit 


= in; Let me ſpeak to theſe Men, it was not without God's ſpe- 
an i Ditection, that the firſt Sentence that ever my mouth uttered to [ 
5 _ that of Fob Chap. 9. 39. And Jeſus ſaid, for judgment 


a inte the World, that they which ſee not mig ht ſee, and they which ©. 


1 nh be made blind. It is poſſible, my firſt meeting and yours | 
en ve th4ll both ſtand betore the dreadful Judge of tee World, 
2 in the Name and Authoritie of the Sen of God, my great King 


A Maſter, I Write, by theſe preſents, Summondics to theſe Men, 
teſt theic Souls and Bodies to the Daveof our Compearance, theilt 

Wa Damnation Rands ſubſcribed and ſcaled in Keaven, by the. + 
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of thi 
ntras 


2 
1 


— 


_ Vengeance of the Goſpel is heavier nor the Vengeance of the“ 


them, as bound Men, ay and while they repent and amend : 


Fou, O ſacrilegious Robber of God's Day, what wilt thou anſve 


the covetous Man? The Oppreſſour? The Deceiver ? The E 


* Men ſay they have Faith, as many Men and Women now, as me 


n 


* 3 ; | | ; Licom® 
Hand Write ofthe great Judge of quick and dead, and I am re; oem 
ſtand up, as a Preaching Witneſs againſt ſuch to their face that 


f iy of 
and to ſay Amen to their Condemnation, except they repent : Wet 
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the Mediators Malediction and Vengeance is twice Vengeance, 
that Vengeance is the due portion of ſuch Men, and there 11 


were Witneſſes hew the Lord's Day was ſpent, while 1 wasg 


Almighty, when heſeeketh ſo many Sabbaths back again from 
What will the Curfer, Sweater, and Blaſphemer do, when his To 
ſhall be roſted in that broad and burning Lake of Fire and d rimſt 
And what wil] the Drunkard do, when Tongue, Lights, ad I. 
Bones, and all, ſball boi! and fry in a torturing Fire, for he ſh 
far from his Barrels of ſtrong Drink then, and there is not a( 
Weil of Water for him in Hell? What ſhall be the Caſe of the ute 


worm, who can never get his Womb full of Clay, when in the Da 
Chrift, Gold and Silver muſt lie burnt in Aſhes, and je muſt c 
pear and anſwer his Judge, and quite his clay ie and naughtie hea 
Wo, wo for evermore, be to the time turning Atheift, that 
one God and one Religion for Summer, and another God anda 
ther Religion for Winter, and the day of fanning when Chriſt ff 
neth all that is in his Barn-floor, who hath a Conſcience for e 
Fair and Market, and the Soul of him runneth upon theſe o 
Wheels; Time, Cuſtom, the World, and Command of Men : 
if the carelcſs Atheiſt, and ſleeping Man, who edgeth by all, ( 
God forgive eur Paſtors, if they leaa ns wreng, we muſ? do as they 1 
mand) and lays down his Head upon Times Boſom, and gigi e 
his Conſcience to a Deputie, and ſleepeth ſo while the Smoke of 
fire flee up in his Throat, and cauſe him ftart out of his doleful B- 
O if ſuch a Man would awake. Many Woes are for the over gilded; 
gold plaiſtered Hypecrite. A heavie Doom is forthe Liar and nh 
tongved flatterer, and the fleeing Book of God's fearful Vengean 
twentie cubits long, and ten cubits broad, that goeth out from 
face of God, ſhall enter into the Houſe, and in upon the Soul Wii 
him that ſtealeth, and ſweareth falſelie by God's Name, Zech. 
wer. 2, 3. I Denounceeternal Burning, hotter than Sodoms flam 
upon the Men that boil in filthy luſts of Fornication, Adulterie, 
ceſt, and the like Wickedneſs, no room, no not a foot-broad 
ſuch vile Dogs, within the clean Jeruſalem. Manie of you put 
all with this, God forgive ws, we know no better: I renew my ( 
anſwer, 2 Theſ. 1. The Judge is coming in flaming fire. with 
his mighty Angels, to render vengeance to all thoſe that know not Gl 

” and believe not. Ihave often told you, Security ſhall Nay you: 


Saints in Heaven, and all believe ( ſayye ] everie foul Dog 
clean enough, and good egough, for the clean and new 7er»/a/l8 | 
above: Everie Man hath Converſion and the new Birth, but it 

| | 5 oö 
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nn come; they had never a ſick Night for fin: Converſion 
them in a Night Dream: in a word, Hell will be empty 
h of Judgment, and Heaven panged full : Alas! It is 
eile nor ordinarie, to believe and to be ſaved ; Manie muſt 
the End at Heavens Gates; When they go to take out their 
| they take out a fair Nothing [orasyeule to ſpeak ] a ble- 

o lamentable e ee I pray you, I charge you 
Name of Chriſt, make faſt work of Chriſt and Salvation: I 


* 


Moken-hearted Believers, all the Comforts of Chriſt in the 


we! C if 1 had Pen and Ink, and Ingine, to write of him! 


lngels unite your Force and Strength in one, ye ſhall not heave 
iſe it off the Ground: Ten thouſand thouſand Worlds, as 
teWorlds as Angels can number, and then as a new World of 
Wi can multiplie, would not all be the Balk of a Ballance to 
Achtiſt's Excelleneie, Swectneſs, and Love; Put ten Earths 
ie, and let a Roſe grow greater than ten whole Earths or ten 
ji, O what beautie would be in it, and what a ſmell would it 
nꝛut ablaſt of the Breath of that faireſt Roſe in all God's Pa- 


e libe infinitelie in Beaut ie and Smell, above all imaginable and 
ſe oi Gloric. 1 wonder that Men dow bide off Chriſt : I would 
" ; m my ſelf bleſſed, If I could make an,open Proclamation, and 

« 


erallthe World, that are living upon the Earth, = and Gen- 


ey adh that ſhall be born to the blowing of the laſt Trumpet, to 
agi ond about Chriſt, and to ſtand looking, wondering, admir- 
on \ ndadoring his Beauty and Sweetneſs ; For his Fire is hot- 
Ul Be 


lun anie other Fire, his Love ſweeter than common Love, his 


lis Love Looks would do me meikle Worlds good: O if ye 
fall in Love with him! How bleſſed were 1? How glad would 
dulbe, to help you to love him? But amongſt us all we could 
e kim enough, he is the Son of the Fathers Love, and God's 


Zech. fit, the Fathers Love lieth all upon him; O if all Mankind N 
fla ekech oll their Love, and lay it upon him, invite him, and take 
Ile, Miom-rc your Houſes, in the Exerciſe of Prayer, Morning and 
dad Wl ng, as] ofren defired you; eſpeciallie now, let him not want 
put g in your Houſes,nor lie in the Fields, when he is ſhut our of 


is & Kirks.If ye will be content to take Heaven by Violence, and 
ind on your face for Chriſt and his Croſs; I am here one, who 


Viſitatious 


here are ſome Believers among you; Ard Iwrite toy ou, O 
ad Old Teſtament are yours. O what a Father and Husband - 
enen and Earth be conſolidate in maſſie and pure Gold, it will 


uh the thouſand part of Chriſt's Love to a Soul, even to me 
afrifoner 3 O that is a maſſie and marvellous Love! Men 


t even of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, one look of that faireſt face, 


Wn ſurpaſleth all other Beautie. When I am heavie and fad, one 


lameTrial of G hriſtsCroſs, I can ſay,thatChriſt was ever kind to 
au he orercometh himſelf (if I may ſpe ck ſo) in Kindneſs, while 
Werfor hin: give you my word for it, Carili's Croſs is not ſo 
IStheycail it, i is {weet, light &comtortable;l would not want the 


: Mr. Rutherfoprd's Ep 
Viſitations of Love, and the very Breathings of Chriſt's 
when he Kiſſeth, and my Lord's Delightſome Smiles, an 
Embracements, under my Sufferings for him, for a Moun 
fine Gold, nor fox all the Honours, Court, and Grandour of 
Kirk- men: Chriſt hath the Tolk and Heart of my Love; 
my Be loved s, end my Welbeloved is mine. O that ye we 
handſaſted to Chriſt ! O my Dearly Beloved in the Lord, ! 
I could change my Voice, and had a Tongue tuned with the 
of my Lord, and had the Art of Speaking of Chriſt, that J. 
paint out unto you the Worth, and Highneſs, and Greatne 
3 Excelle:icie of that Faireſt and Renowned Bridegroom ! Ibe 
1 you by the Mercies of the Lord, by the Sighs, Tears, and | 
Blood of our Lord Jeſus, by the Salvation of Your poor ant 
cious Souls, ſet up the Mountain that Ye and I may meet! 
the Lambs Throne, amongſt the Congregation of theFirft 
Lord grant, that that may be the Triſting Place, that Ye 
may put up our Hands together, and pluck, and eat the Ap 
the Tree of Life; and we may Feaſt together, and Dru 
gether, of that pure. River of the Water of Lif*, that comet 
from under the Throne of God, and from the Lamb: 0 
little is your Hand breadth, and Span-length of Days here 
Inch of Time is lefs, than when ye and 1 parted ; Eternit 
ternitie is coming, poſting on with Wings; Then ſhall 
Man's Blacks and Whites be brought to Light.O how low will 
thoughts be of this fair-skined but heart-rotten Apple, tie 
vain, feckleſs World, when the Worms ſhall make their | 
1 in Your Eye-holes, and ſhall eat off the Fleſh from the! 
„our Checks, and ſhall make that Bodie a Number of drie hc 
Think not the common gate of ſerving God, as Neighbou 
e others do, will bring you to Heaven; Few, few are Saved] 
| I Devils Eoutt is thick and manie, he hath the greateſt Nu 
of Mankind for his Vaſſals. I know, this World is a greatF 
of Thorns in Your way to Heaven; but Ye muſt chrougt 
Acquaint your ſelves with the Lord, kold faſt Chriſt, hea 
Voice only, bleſs his Name, ſanctifie and keep his Day, 
the new Commandment, Love one another, let the Holie 
dwell in Your Bodies, and be clean and Holie, love not the 
lie not, love and follow Truth, learn to know God, keep in 
what I taught You ; For God will ſeek an Account of it, wi 
am far from You : Abſtain from all Evil and all Appea 
of Evil; follow Good carefullie, and ſeek Pea:e and fe 
after it; Honour Your King, and pray for him; Reme 
me to God in your Prayers, I do not forget vou: 1 told 
often, while 1 was with you, and now 1 write it again, He 
Sad and Sore is that Stroke of the Lord's Wrath, that is co 
rpon Scetland ; Wo, wo, wo to this Harlot Land, for they 
take the Cup of God's Wrath from his Hand, and Drink 
Spue, and Fall, and not Riſe again. In, in, in with ſpeed 
vont Stong-Hold, ye Priſoners of Hope, and hide roa there 


1 


| „ 
Ill 3 Eo 1 | 5 | 
lazerof the Lord paſs : Follow. not the Paſtors or this Land, 
be dun is gone down upon them: As the Lord liveth they lead 
lem Chriftz and from the good Oid Way; Yet the Lord will 


% ind a Field bleſſed of the Lord. The Grace of the Lord 
{Chriſt be with you all. The Prayers and Bleſſing of a Priſo- 


Alerdeen, July 14. 5 Tour lawful and loving 
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e Honourable, Reverend, and Wel- 
loved Profeſſors of Chriſt and bis 
we Truth in ſincerity, in Ireland. 


e e Beloved in our Lord, and partakers of the Heavenly 
I | calling; Grace, Mercy and Peace be to you, from God our 
1 Father, and from our Lotd Jeſus Chriſt: I always, but moſt 


now in my Bonds, [ moſt ſweet Bonds for Chriſt my Lord] 
e, to hear of your Faith and Love, and to hear that our King, 
gebeloved, our Bridegroom, without tireing, ſtaveth ſtill to 
lou, as his Wife; and that Terſecutions, and Mockings of 
ts, have not chaſed away the Wooer from the Houſe, I per- 
brouin the Lord, the Men of God, now ſcattered and driven 
du, put you upon the right Scent and purſuit of Chriſt; and 


ron on it, f if ten Heavens were mine ] if this Way, 
NY u that I now ſuffer for, this Way that the world Nick-nameth, 
"I W2toacheth, and no other Way, be not the King's Gate to Hea- 
vi ind! ſhall never ſee God's Face, [-and Alas! I were a be- 


0h that you would take a Priſoner of Chriſt's Word for it? 


wy know you have the greateſt King's Word for it, that it ſhall - 
7 four Wiſdom to ſpier out another Chriſt, another way of wor- 


We him, than is now ſavingly revealed to you. Therefore, 
and © nevet ſaw your Faces, let me be pardoned to Write to you, 


Fincere Profeſſors of Chriſt's Truth,or any weak tired Strayers, 
duc half an eye after the Bridegroom, if poſſiblie I could, 
mak Experience, confirm and ſtrer gthen you, in this good. 


bund Karol our Higheſt, and Greateſt and Deareſt Lord, let it be 
h f. ec ! alert, [though I be but a Child in Chriſt, and ſcarce 
*. Ink, but by a Hold, andthe meaneſt and leſs than the leaſt 

| 5 that we do not come nigh by twenty Degrees, to the 


> 
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de Holy City, and make this withered Kirk to bud again like a 


ufchriſt, in Bonds for him, and for yOu, be with you all. Amen. 


Isretch if it were ſo] it this be not the onlie ſaving Way to Hea- 


durable Perſons, ye faithful Paſtors yet amongſt the Flocks, 


My where ſpoken againſt. I can witirgreateſt Aſſurance [ro | 


due 


if 
N 


4 
N 


4 
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due Love and Eſtimation of that Faizeſt among the Sons of M 
For if it were poſſible that Heaven, yea ten Heavens, were laid iu 
Ballance with Chriſt, I would: think the Smell of his Breath 4 
them all; ſure I am, he is the far beſt half of Heaven; pes, 
all Heaven, and more than all Heaven; And my Teſtimon 
him is, That ten Lives of black Sorrow, ten Deaths, ten Hells ofy 

ten Furnaces of Brim̃ſtone, and all exquiſite Torments, were al 
Uttle for Chriſt, if our Suffering could be a Hire to buy him: 
therefore faiat not in your Sufferings, and Hazards for him. | 
claim and cry, Hell, Sorrow, and Shame upon all Luſts, upon 
By-lovers, that would take Chtiſt's Room over his Head, in 
little Inch of Love, of theſe narrow Souls or ours, that is d 
ſweeteſt Jeſus. O higheſt, O faireſt, O deareſt Lord Jeſus, 
thine own from all baſtard Lovers! O that we could Wadſet, 
ſell all our part of Times Glory and Times good Things, for all 
and Tack of Chriſt, for all Eternitie! & how are we Miſted; 
Mited with the love of Things that are in this fide of Time, a 
this fide of Deaths Water! Where can we find a Match to Chr 

an Equal, or a better than he, among created Things? 0h 

- World is out of all Conceit, and all Love with our Welbeloyer 

- that I could ſell my Laughter, Joy, Eaſe, and all for him; 
be content of a Straw-bed, and Bread by Weight, and Water hy 
ſure, in the Camp of our weeping Chriſt ! I know his Sackclot 
Aſhes are better, than the Fools Laughter, which is like the 
ling of Thorns under a pot. But alas! we do not hardenou 
againſt the cold North Storms, «hich blow upon Chriſt's fit 

ve love well Summer Religion, and to be that which Sin hath 

us, even as Thin-skinned, as if we were made of White-papet 
would fain be carried to Heaven in a cloſs covered Chariot, v 

| from our Hearts, that Chriſt would give us. Suretie, and his! 
*. write, and his Seal, for nothing but a fair Summer, until 
landed in at Heavens gates: How many of us have been ht 
ceived, and fainted in the Day of Trial; - amongſt you tli 
ſome of this Stamp: I ſhall be ſorry if my acquaintance A. 
leſt you; I will not believe he dare ſtay from Chriſt's f 
deſire that ye ſhew him this from me; for 1 loved him( 
Chriſt, neither can I change my mind ſuddenly of him. | 
truth is, thatmanie of you, «nd too manie alſo of your Neig 
Church of Scotland, have been like a Tenant that ſitteth Mi 
and knoweth not his Holding, while his Rights be queftions 
now I am perſwaded, it will be asked at every one of us, 
Terms we brooke Chriſt, for we have ſitten long Mail- fle; 
chriſt without a wet- foot; and He, and his Goſpel, cam 
ſmall Charges to our Doors; but now we muſt wet our feet 
him : Ourevil manners, and the bad Faſhions of a People 
from out Youth, and like Meab not caſten from veſſel to vel 
48. 11. hath made us like ſtanding Waters, to gather a fol 
and when we are jumbled, our Dregs come up, and are (cen Wi 
take but halt a Grip of Chriſt, and the Wind bloweth db! 
6 ; Noh 
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|aluader 3 Indeed when the Maſt is broken, and blown in the 
iis an Art then to Swim upon Chriſt to Dry-land ; *tis even 


$25 hidden in the Lee-ſide of a Buſh, while Chriſt their Maſter 
ken, as Peter did; and lurłk there, while the Storm be over- 
: All of us know the way to a whole skin, and the ſingleſt 
u that is, hath a By-purſe, that will contain the Denial of 
if.and a fearful Backſliding. O how rare athing is it, to be 
land Honeſt to Chriſt, when he hath a Controverſie with the 
dot the Earth! I wiſh, all of you would conſider, that this 
lis from Chriſt, it is come upon you unbought (indeed when 
iy a Tentation with our own Money, no marvel that we be not 
je free of it, and that God be not at our Elbow to take it off our 
) this is Chriſt's ordinarie Houſe- fire that he makes uſe of, 
all the Veſſels of his Houſe withal, and Chriſt now is about to 


pthe telling, to try what Weight of Gold, and what Weight of 
red Copper is in his Honſe, Do not now jouke, and bow, or 


not divide; and his Truth hath not Latitude and Breadth, 
e may take ſome of it, and leave othet ſome of it; Nay, 
olpel is like a ſmall Hair, that hath no Breadth, and will not 
eintwo : It is not poſſible to Tryſte and Compdund a Matter 
it Chriſt and Antichriſt, and therefore ye muſt either be for 
i, or ye muſt be againſt him: It was but Mans Wit, and the 
ofPrelates, and their god-father the Pope (that Man witbhent 


eſmalleft Nail-breadth of his Latter Will, in the new Callendar 
iferencies, and to make a Blank of Un-inked Paper, in Chriſt's 
ment, that Men may fill up, and ſo ſhuffle the Truth, and 


Nets they call indifferent, thorow other, and ſpin both together, 
ode Antichriſts Wares may ſell the better: This is but the De- 
'A. ad forged Dream of Men, whoſe Conſciences are made of 
R's i reſs, and have a Throat, that a graven Image, greater than 
him und of the Kirk Door, would get free paſſage into: I am 


when Chriſt ſhall bring us all out in our Blacks and Whites, at 
Day, when he ſhall crie down Time and the World, and when 


ing loſt the Bloſſom, there ſhall be few, yea none that dare 
any Point, that toucheth the Worſhip and Honour of our King 
w-giver, to be indifferent. O that this miſled and blind- 
World would fee, that Chriſt doth not rite and fall, ſtand or 
Mens Apprehenſions! What is Chriſt the lighter, that Men 
bhim by open Proclamation, as Men do with Clipped and 
Money; They are now crying down Chriſt ſome Grain= 
5s and ſome Pounds or Shillings, and they will have him lie 
benny or a Pound, for One, or for an Hundreth, according as 
ud bloweth from the Eaſt, or from the Weſt ; But the Lord 
and him, and Ballanced him already, This is my * 

5 C 2 7 | 1 


ble that the Children of God, in a hard Trial, lay themſetves | 


p his Treaſure ont before Sun and Moon, and te tell his Money, 


to your Adverſaries in a hair breadth 3 Chriſt and his Truth 


to put Chriſt, and his Prerogatives Royal, and his Truth, 


lory of it ſhall lie in white Aſhes, like a May ftower cut down, 
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Sox, in whom I am wellpleaſed, hear ye him; His Worth and! 
Weight ſtandeth ſtill; It is our part to cry up, up with Chriſt, 1 

"down, down with all created Glory befoh him. O that 1 col 
heighten him, and heightea his Name, and heighten his Thron 
Iknow, and am perſwaded, that Chriſt ſhall 78 be High e 

Great in this poor Withered and Sun-burnt Kirk of Scotland; and: 
the Sparks of our Fire ſhall flee over Sea, and round about, 
warm yoy, aud other Siſter- Chuiches, and that this Tabernacle of ) 
vids Honſe that is fallen, even the Son oſ David his waſte places, f 

be built again; And I know the Priſon, Crofles, Perſecutiq 
and Trials of the two ſlain Wi:neſlſes, that are now dead and Af. 
ed, Rev. 11. and of the faithful Profeſſors, have a Back-Doory | 
Back- Entt ie of Eſcape z and that Death and Hell, and the Wa 
and Tortures, ſhall all cleaye and ſplit in twain, and give us f 

Paſſage and Liberty to go through them Toll-free, and we ſhall bil 
all God's good Mettal out of the Furnace again, and leave beh teh 
us but our Proſs and our Scum: We may then before hand it 
claim Chriſt to be Victorious. He is Crowned King in mount M res 
God did put the Crown upon his Head, - Pſa/, 2. And who dare Ne 
it off again? Out of queſtion he hath ſore and grievous Quant! 
againſt his Church, and therefore he is called, Tfa, 31. 9. MW: 
whoſe fire is in Zion, and whoſe furnace is in Jeruſalem. But uh 
he hath performed his work on mount Sien, all Siens Haters vic 
be as the Hungry and Thirſtie Man, that dreams he is Eating es 

Drinking, and behold when awaketh he is Faint, and his $ 

empty: Ahd this Advantage we have alſo, that he will not bi 
before Sun and Moon, all the Infirmities of his Wife; it ists 

Modeſty of Marriage- anger, or Husband-wrath, that our hrt 
Lord Jeſus will not come with Chiding to the Streets, to let a He 
World hear what is betwixt him and us; his ſweet Gloom, 
under Roof, and that becauſe he is God. Two ſpecial things yelMſ ! 
to mind, 1. Try and make ſure your Profeſſion, that ye cat er 

empty Lamps: Alas, Securitie, Securitie is the Bane, and iſ beat 

Wrack of the moſt part of the World! Oh how many Profe e o. 
go with a golden Luſtre, and gold- like before Men, { who a cle 
Witneſſes to our white Skin] and yet are but baſtard and! 
Mettal : conſider how fair before the wind ſome do ply with 
ſails and white, even to the nick of Illumination, Heb. 6. 5. eee 

- taſting of the heavenly gift; and a ſbare & part of the holy Ghoſt; i 
the rafting of the geod werd of God, and the powers of the world need ir 

come: And yet this is but a falſe Nick of Renovation, and DQ 

ſhort time, ſuch are quickly broken upon the Rocks, and never fi he » 
the Harbour, but are ſanded in the Bottom of Hell. O make ane! 

Heaven ſure, and try how ye come by Converſion, that it be ene p 

ſtollen Goods, in a white and well-luſftred Profeſſion! A vl 
Skin over old Wounds, maketh an under-cotting Conſcience: E 1d 

Under- water not ſeen is dangerous, and that is a Leck and Rif 

the Bottom of an Enlightened Conſcience, often falling, and | 


{x j 
ning againſt Light. Wo, wo is me, that the Holy ole Kepros 


hiſt, 3. Letters; 


me, and Chriſt is made to ſerve Men's Ends; this is, as it were, 
op an Oven with a King's Robes, Know 2. except Men mar- 
mand Nay the Body of Sin, in ſanQified Self. denial, they ſhall 
gelbe Chriſt's Martyrs and faithful Witneſſes. Oh if I could 
Maſter of that Houſe-Idol my ſelf, my own Mind, my own Will, 
in credit, and Eaſe! How bleſſed were 1? O but we had need 
obe kedee med from our ſelves, rather than from the Devil and the 
fad. Learn to put out your ſelves, and to put in Chriſt for your 
hes: It ſhould make a ſweet Bartering an. Niftering, and give 
for New, if I could ſhuffle out Self, and ſubſtitute Chriſt my 
in place of my ſelf, to ſay, Not I, but Chriſt, not my Will, bus 
un not my Eaſe, not my Luſt, not my feckleſs Credit. but Chriſt, 
if, But alas. in leaving our ſelves, in ſetting Chriſt before 
uldol, Self, we have yet a glaiked back-look to our old Idol. O 


uit vholly put in thy room? Oh if Chriſt, Chriſt, had the full 
e and room of my Self, that all my Aims, Purpoſes, Thoughts, 
Deſires, would Coaft and Land upon Chrifl, and not upon my 
H! And howbeit we cannot attain to this Denial ef me, and mine, 
t ue can ſay, 1 am net my ſelf, my ſelf is not my ſelf, mine own is 
linger mine own; Let our aiming at this, in all we do, ſhall be ac- 
ted + For alas! Ithink I ſhall die, but Minting and Aiming 


the new Covenant is come betwixt us and God, in the Buſineſs, 


— 
13 
wit is made a Stage-garment by many, to bring home a vain 


etched Idol, my ſelf, when ſhall 1 ſee thee wholly Decourted, and” : 


tea Chriftian : Is it not our Comfort, that Chriſt: the Mediator 


t bil hat green and young Heirs, the like of Sinners, have now a Tutor 
- : tis God: and now God be thanked, out Salvation is bottomed 
r {Cuſt : Sure Iam, the Bottom ſhall never fall out of Heaven 
tall neppineſs to us: I would give over the Bargain a Thouſand 


mol es, were it not, that Chriſt his free Grace hath taken our Salv a- 
sein hand. Pray, pray, and contend with the Lord for Four 
au er Church; for it would appear the Lord is about to ask for 
and (attered 5heep, in the dark and cloudie Day. O that it would 
fel our Lord, to fet up again Davif's old waſted and fallen Ta- 

o arcnicle in Scerland, that we might ſee the Glory of the ſecond 
ind "plc in this Land! Othat my little Heaven were Wadſet, to 


em the Honour of my Lord Jeſus among Jews and Gentiles! 
never dew ly upon my Branches, and let my poor Flower wither 
te Root, ſo being Chriſt were Enthroned, and his Glory ad- 


bow he hath no need of me: What can I add to him: But oh 
the would cauſe his high and pure Glory run through ſuch a tout 
anne! as lam! and howbeit he hath cauſed the Bloflom fall off 
one pure Joy, that was on this ſide of Heaven, even my Libert ie 


A each Chiift to his Teople, yet I am dead to that now, ſo being 
e: E ould hew and carve Glory, Glory for evermore, to my Royal . 
d RH out of my Silence and Sufterings. Oh that I had my fill or his. 


Kezroom, I intreat you earneſtly for the aid of yout Prayers, 4's 


* 


kced in all the World, and eſpecially in theſe three Kingdoms. bur 


e; But 1 know ill Manners make an uncouth and ſtrange 


the great Shepherd of the Sheep, by the Blood of the everlaſting (q 


SE 


tenced me with Deprivation, and Confinement within the Town( 


64. M.rxr. Ratherfoord's DS Epiſt. n 9 
1 forget net you; and I ſalute with my Soul in Chriſt the taith rrilt 
Faftors, and honourable and worthy erofeflors in that Land, No tt 
the God of Peace, that brought again our Lord Jeſus from the dea — 
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wenant, make you perfect in every gocd Work, to do his Will, work 
ing in you that which is well-pleaſing in his Sight; Grace, Gracek, 
with you. - Os | 


Aberdeen, Feb. 4. . Yours In his ſweetefi Ly 
m_ fat, F. X 


To the truly Noble and Ele& Lady, 1 
Lady 8 Tm” 
VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE, 


Noble and El: Lady, 


Fat Honour that I have yes fox theſe ſixteen years, wit 
MF  Submiſlion to my Lord's Will, my kind Lord hath now beſt 

ed upon me, even to ſuffer for my Royal and Princely Ri 
Jeſus, and for his Kingly Crown, and the Freedom of his Kingdom 
that his Father hath given him. The forbidden Lords have ſedi d5 5 
Jour 
tobe 
to Kir 
y L 
Lady 
Ciukc 
more 
Lord 
Kan 
tis h 
and c 
Your | 
lord 


Aberdeen. I am Charged in the King's Name, to enter againſith 
Twenty day of Aafuſt next, and there to remain during the King 
pleaſure, as theyhave given it out. Howbeit Chriſt's green Cid 
newly laid upon me, be ſomewhat heavy, while Icall to mindth 
many fair days, ſweet and comfortable to my Soul, and to the Soul 
of many others, and how young ones in Chriſt are plucked fromtl 
Breaſt, and the Inheritance of God laid waſte ; yet that ſweet (melle 
and perfumed Croſs of Ehrift, is accompanied with ſweet Refieſ 
ments, with the Kiſſes of a King, with, the Foy of the Holy Ghoff 
with Faith that the Lord hears the ſighing of a Priſoner, withu 
doubted Hope ( as ſure as my Lord liveth ) after this Lich. 
fee Day Light, and Chriſt's Skie to clear up again upon me, and h 
poor Kirk, and that in a ſtrange Land, amongſt ſtrange Faces 
e will give Favour in the Eyes of Men, to his poor oppreſſed se 
vant, who do not but love that lovely One, that Princely 01 
Jeſus, the Comforter of his Soul: All would be well, if I were fü 
of old Challenges for Guiltineſs, and. for Neglect in my Gallin 
and for ſpeaking too little for mywellbelovee*'s Crown, Honout.al 
Kingdom. Oh for a Day inthe Aſſembly of the Saints to Advoc 


for Ring ]clus © If wy Lord go en now to Quartels alſo, 1 — 
a | | | Cann 


1 


—_ 
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fil 4 Letters, | q 

amot endure it: But-1 look for Peace from him, becauſe he 
oveth 1 do bear Mens Feud, but 1 do not bear his Feud : This1s 
only Exerciſe, that I fear I have done little good in my Miniſtry, 
{dare not but ſay, I loved the Bairns of the Wedding Chamber, 
and pray ed for and deſired the Thriving of the Marriage, and Co- 
ning of his Kingdom. I apprehend no leſs than a Judgment upon 
bal way, and that the Lord fhall viſit this whole Nat ion, for the 
Cartel of the Covenant, N 
like of me, is too light for Chriſt: Chriſt dow bear more, and 


fr this honourable Cauſe that I now ſuffer for. Yet for all my Com- 
plaints (and he knoweth that I dare not now Difiemblej he was 
never ſweeter and kinder than he is now, one Kiſs now is ſweeter 
than ten long ſince : ſweet, ſweet is his Croſs, light, light and 
ale is his Yoke. O what a ſweet Step were it up to my Fathers 
Houſe, thorow ten Deaths, for the Truth and Cauſe of that un- 
known, and ſo not half well loved Plant of Renown, the Man cal- 
kdthe Branch, the Chief among ten thouſands, the Faireſt among 
theSons of Men! O what unſeen Joys, how many hidden heart- 
tunings of Love, are in the Remnants of the Sufferings of Chriſt! 
My dear worthy Lady, I give it to your Laayſhip under my owa 
Hand (my Heart-writing as well as my Hand) welcome, wel- 
come, ſweet, ſweet, and glorious Croſs of Chriſt, welcome tweet 
felus, with thy light Cro is, thou haſt now gained and gotten all my 
Love from me, keep what thou haſt gotten, only wo, wo is me, ſor 
y bereft Flock, for the Lambs of Feſus, that I fear fall be {cd with 


jour La: becauſe of the little Time I have alloted me, and I purpoſe 
obey the King, who hath power of my Bodie; 


by Lady Marr with my Caſe, I will look you La: ard that good 


Ciuſe, but for the Goſpels ſake; Madam, bind me more 
ſore can be 


(if 
to your Za: and write Thanks to your Brother, my 
ranger to his Lo: I ſhall pray for him and his Houfe while I live, 
bis his honour, to open his mouth in the Streets fo: his wronged, 
ud opprefled Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. Now Madam, cemmending 
four La: and the ſweet Child to the tender Mercies of mine oon 
lord jeſus, and his goed will who dwelt inthe Buſh ; 1 Reſt, 


Edinb. July 28, 
16358. 


Tord Jeſus, S. R. 


But what can be laid upon me, or any the 


would bear Death and Burning quick in his weak Seryants, even 


h Breaſts; But Iſpare now, Madam, I dare not promiſe to fee - 


©: and Rebellion ö 
w kings is unbe ſeeming Chriſt's Minifters. Be pleaſed to acquaint If 
Lady will be mindful to God of the Lord's Priſoner, not for mv. 


Lord of Lern, for what he hath done fer me, a poor unknown' | 


Tours, in his owufſweetet 
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To the Noble and Chriſtian Lady, th 
- VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. 


My very Honourable and dear Lady. 


nnn. 


ace, Mercy and Peace be to you, 1cannot forget your La: and 
that tweet Child, I deſire to hear what the Lord is doing to yon 
and him: to write to me were Charity. Icannct but write tony 
Friends, that Chrift hath triſted me in Aberdeen 3 and my Adver- 
ſaries have ſent me here to be feaſted with Love Banquets with hy 
Royal, High, High, and Princely King Feſus. Madam, why 
mould I ſmother Chriſt's Honeftie ? + I date not conceal his Goo: 
. neſs to my Soul, he looked fram'd and uncouth like upon me, whey 
1 came firſt here, but I believe himſelf better than his Looks; 
I ſhall not again quarrel Chriſt for a Gloom, now he hath taken 
the Mask off his Face, and faith, Kiſs thy fill, and what can L hare 
more, while I get Frent Heaven in my little Arms? O how ſweet 
are the Sufferings of Chriſt, for Chriſt ! God forgive them, that 
raiſe an ill Report upon the ſweet Croſs of Chriſt ; it is but ot. 
weak and dim Eyes, that look but to the black-ſide, that makes it 
miſtake :'- Thoſe who can take that crabbed Tree handſomelie u- 
on their Back, and faſten it on cannilie, ſhall find it ſuch a Burden, 
as Wings unto a Bird, or Sails to a Shin. Madam, rue not of your 
Having choſen the better part, upon my Salvation, this is Chiiff's 
Truth I now ſuffer for: If I found but cold Comfort in my Suffe- 
rings, Iwould not beguile others, I would have told you plainlie; 
but the Truth is, Chriſt's Crown, his Scepter, and the Freedom of 
his Kingdom, is that, which is now called in queſtion 5 because 
we will not allow that Chriſt pay Tribute, and be a Vaſſal tothe WWiilone: 
Shields of the Earth, therefore the Sons of our Mother are angry 3! {Miſvlged 
us ; but it becometh not Chriſt to hold any Man's Stirrup: It were e. 1 
a ſweet and honourable Death, to die for the Honour of that Royal : 
and Princelie King Feſus; this Love is a Myſterie to the Would :} Al 
3 would not ry ee that there was ſo much in Chriſt, as thete 
is; Ceme and ſee, maketh Chriſt to be known in his Excellenc': 
and Glory; I wiſh all this Nation knew how ſweet his Breath, 
it is little to ſee Chriſt in a Book, as Men do the World in a Cari: 
| they Talk of Chriſt by the Book and the Tongue, and no more; but 
to come nigh Chriſt and Hauſe him, and Embrace him, is anothe!: 
thing. Madam, Iwrite to your Honour for yout Encouragement in 
| that Honovrable Profeſſion, Chriſt hath honoured you with: J 
| have gotten the Sunnie-fide of the Brae, and the be? of Chiif's} 
good Things ; he hath not given you the Baſtard's * 197 | 


' 


7 oy BY Sonny, Wt 
nk 5» _ Detters\\ 
be t ye get Strokes and ſowre Looks from your Lord, yet believe 
Love more- than your own Feeling- 3 For this World can take 
thing from you, that is truly yours; and Death can do you no 
ton 
ooh Chriſt hath ſaid, he will bide by it: He will be your Tutor 
[0a ſhall riot get your Charters of Heaven to play you with ? It is 
ood that ye have loſt your Credit with Chnft, 
will ſhall not be your Tutor. Chriſt will lippen the taking of 
routo Heaven neither to your ſelf, nor anie Deputie; but onlie 
ohimſelf; bleſſed be your Tutor: When your Head ſhall ap- 
eat, your Bridegroom and Lord, your Day ſhail then dawn, and 
hall never have an Afternoon, nor an Evening-ſhadow.- Let your 


: Your Rock doth not ebbe and flow,-but your Sea. : That 


and that Lord f 
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nd ald be Chriſt's, let him ſtay beſide you, as the Lord's pledge, 

ov, int you ſhall williaglie render again, if God will. Madam, I find Wil 
ny Walk here kind to me, but in the Night, and under their Breath ; | 

e WW) Maſter's Cauſe may not come to the Crown of the Cauſey 3 


Manie think me a 


ny ibers are kind according to their Faſhion: 

ty tinge Man, and my Cauſe not good: But I care not much for 
0). ans Thoughts or Approbation: I think no Shame of the Ctoſs. 
cn rte Preachers of this Town pretend great Love, but the Prelates 


ure added to the reſt thid gentle Crueltie | ( for ſo they think of it) 
oDiſcharge me of the Pulpits of this Town: The People mur- 


ze , and cry out againſt it: And to ſpeak trulie [ howbeit Chriſt 
et Wi not indulgent to me otherwiſe, yet] my Silence onthe Lord's 
nat y keeps me from being Exalted above meaſure, © and from ſtart- 

out Wing in the Heat of my Lord's Love. Some People affect me, for the 


ich Cauſe, I hear the Preachers here purpoſe to have my Confine- 


p-: rent changed to another place; fo cold is northern Love: But 

en, ert and I will bear it. I have wreſtled long with this fad Silence 2 

or (aid, what aileth Chriſt at my Service? And my Soul hath been at 

leading with Chriſt, and at Lea and Nay ; but I will yield to 
fe. im, providing my Suffering may Preach more, than my Tongue 
e; ; For I gave not Chriſt an lach but for twice as good again; In a 

of Word, 1 am a Fool, and he is God. Iwill hold my peace hereafter. 

uſe In me hear from your La: and your Dear Child; Pray for a 

the WWiloner of Chriſt, who is mindful of your La: Remember my 
' 3: Wſibiged Obedience to my good Lady Marr. Grace, Grace be with 

eie Wie. 1 vrcite and pray Bleſſings to your ſweei Child. | 


Tours in all Datifal Obedience in bis 


Aberd. Nov. 22. 
| only Lord Jeſus, S. K. 


1636. 
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Fiſt, . _ Letters” 

nber than a ſecure and ſleeping One At my firſt coming hithers- 

[took the Dorts at Chriſt ; and took up a Stomach againſt 

im; I ſaid, he had caſt me over the Dike of the Vine-yard, 

ike a dry Tree; But it was his Mercy, I ſee, that the Fire did 

mot burn the dry Tree; And nowas if my Lord Jeſus had done 

that Fault, and not I, who belied my Lord, he hach made the 

ff Mende, and he fpake not one Word againſt me, but hath come 

gin, and quickned my Soul with his Preſence : Nay, now I 

think the verie Annuitie, and Caſualities of the Croſs of Chriſt 

ſeſus my Lord, and theſe Comfoits that accompanie it, better, 

than the World's ſet Rent. O how manie rich Off- fallings are 

u my King's Houſe! I am perfwaded, and dare pawn my Sal- 

vation on it, that it is Chriſt's Truth I now ſuffer for: I know 

is Comforts are no Dreams, he would not put his Seal on blank 

payer, nor deceive his Afflicted Ones, that os in him. Your 

Ls: wrote to me, that ye are yet an ill Scholar: Madam, ye 

maſt go in at Heavens gates, and your Book in your hand, ſtilt 

karaing 3 You have had your own large Share of Troubles, and 

; double Portion; but it faith your Father counteth you not a an 

Baſtard ; Ful-begotien Bairns are nurtured, Heb. 12. 8. I JW 

[long to hear of the Child, I write the Bleſſings of Chriſt's Pri- JR 

finer, and the Mercies of God to him: Let him be Chriſt's } 

md yours betwixt you, but let Chriſt be whole Play-maker, let . 

him be the Lender, and ye the Borrower, not an Owner, Madam, wml 

it is not long ſince I did write to your La: that Chrift is keep- WR 

ing Mercie for you, and I bide by it ſtill, and now I write it 1 

nder my hand: Love him dearlie, win in to fee him; there 

ö in him that which you never ſaw, he is ay nigh, he is a Tree MUM 

ef Life, green, and bloſſoming, both Summer and Winter: There - 18 

is a Nick in Chriſtianitie, to the which whoſoever cometh, thex 

ke and feel more than others can do: I invite you of newto 

come to him; Come and ſee, will ſpeak better Things of him, 

than I can do: Come nearer will ſay much: Cod never thought 

this World a Portion worthie of you: He would not even you to a 

Gift of Dirt and Clay; nay, he will not give you Eſau's portion; 

but reſerves the Inheritance of Jacob for you : Are ye not well JM 

Married now? Have you not a good Hvsband now? My heart ⁶ 

capnot expreſs what ſad Nights 1 have for the Virgin Daughter |} 

of my people: Wo is me, for our time is coming, Exzek. 7. to, 

Jeboll the Day, behold it is come, the Morning hath gone ferth, 

the Rod hath bloſſomed; Pride hath budded, Violence is riſen up in 

Rea of wickedneſs, the Sun is gene down upon eur Prophets. A 

dy wind upon Scotland, but neither to fair nor cleanſe: Bur MI 

out of all Queſtion when the Lord hath cut down Eis Forreſt, JW 

he after-growth of Lebanon ſhall flouriſh, they fall plant Vines Wl 

u our Mountains, and a Cloud ſhall yet fill the Temple, Now 

the Bleſſing of our deareſt Lord Jeſus, and the Bleſſing of him 

at is ſeparate from his Brethren come upon- you, | 1 
Aberdeen. Tears, at Alcideen the Priſoner WRINWM 


icy 


of Chriſt, 8, R. 5 


—ͤ— 


ſomewhat, when our Lord bloweth the Bloom of our daft Hopes 


of Praiſes. Let me know with the Bearer, how the Child is. The 


is nothing here where 1 am, but Protanitie- and Atheiſm, Grace, 


be is on his Journey that way; Yet 1 look not, but that 


oP . 


To the Right Howuradla and truly Noble 
. . 


VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. . 


_— 


| =_ 2 EE N 
Eni. a B 
pitt, 5) 


* 


* 
* 


(Gece, Mercy and Peace be to your La: I long to hear fron 
= you. I am here waiting-if a good Wind long looked tor 
ſhall at length dlow in Chriſt's Sails, in this Land: But I worn 
der if Jeſus be not. content, to ſuffer more yet in his Member; 
and Cauſe, and Beautie of his. Houſe 5 rather than he ſhould Wiiadir 
not be Avenged upon. this Land: I hear manie worthie Men kek. 


'{ who ſee more in the Lord's Dealing, than I can take up with hand 


my dim fight ) are of a contrair Mind, and do believe the Wi tho! 
Lord is coming home again to his Houſe in Scotland: oy 
e ; 
Mall feed this Land with their own Blood, before he eſtablif: | 
his Throne amongtt us. I know your Honour is not looking | 
after things here-away, ye have no great Cauſe to think, that 
your Stock and Principal, is under the Roof of theſe viſible 
Heavens: And 1 hope ye would think your ſelf a beguiled and 
cozened Soul, if it were ſo. I would be ſorrie to counſel yen 
La: to make a Covenant with Time, and this Life; but rather de. 
* you to hold in fair Generals, and far off, from this ill- 
ounded Heaven that is on this fide of the Water. It ſpeaketh | 


in this Life, and loppeth the Branches of our Worldly Joys 
well nigh the. Reot, on purpoſe, that they ſhould not thrive: 
Lord ſpill my fools Heaven in this Life, that I may be ſaved 
for ver. A Forfeiture of the Saints part of the Yolk and Marrow of 
ſhort laughing Happineſs worldly, is not ſuch a real Evil, as out 
blinded Eyes do conceive : I am thinking long now for {ome 
Deliverance, more than befoze;butI,know l am in an Errour : It is 
poſſible I am not come to that Meaſure of Trial, that the Lord is 
ecking in his Wo.Þ,. If my Friends in Ga/leway would effectually 
do fot my Deliverance, I would exceedingly rejoice : But I Know. 
not, but the Lord hath a Way, whereof fe will be the only Respel 


Lord be his Father, and Tutor, and your only Comforter: There 


race be w th your Le. | 5 
5; 7d. Feb. , Tour La: atall obliged obedientt 


697-7 4. "oa 


2 * 


- 


Tot, 8. Titer 
pilt. 8. » * L A S 


_— — — — —— — a 7 l e 


To the Noble and Chriſtian 1 the 
VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. | 


MADAM, 5 


Occaſion to write to your La: with the Bearer : I am glad the 


I, Ihope your La: is thinking upon theſe, ſad and weful Days, 
herein we now live 3 when eur Lord in his righteous Judgment, 
wading the Kirk the gate ſhe is going to Rome's brothel Houſe, 


band. O what ſweet Comfort, what rich Salvation, is laid up 
t thoſe, who had rather waſh and roll their Garments in their. 
n Blood, than break out from Chriſt Ty oſtacy! Keep your 
in the love of Chriſt, and ſtand far aback from the Pollutions 


we World. Side not with theſe Times, and hold from coming 
te signs of a Conſpiracy with thoſe, that are now come out 
it anſt Chuift, that ye may be One kept for Chriſt only, I knew 
; La: thinketh upon this, and how ye may be humbled for yeur 


and. this backſliding Land.; For I avouch, that Wrath from 
ford is gone out againſt Scotland. I think ay the longer the bet- 
lot my Royal and Worthy Maſter : He is become a new Welbe- 
alto me now, in renewed Conſolations, by the Preſence of the 
aof Grace and Glory. . Chriſt's Garments ſmell of the Pawder 
de xerchant, when he cometh out of his Ivory Chambers: 0 
erfumed Face, his fair Face, his lovely and kindly Kiſſes, have 


4 lite, than 1 believed, we think all is but alittle Earneſt, a a 
0 ' hours, a ſmall taſting, we have, or is to be had in this Life, 
hs ach is true compared with the Inheritance) but yet I know, 


5 more, it is the Kingdom of God within us. Wo, wo is me 
[I have not ten Loves, for that one Lord Jeſus, and that Love 
a, and drieth up in loving him; And that 1 find no way to 
ll my Love-defires, and the Yolk of my Heart upon that 
el, and deareſt One: 1 am far behind with my narrow Heart. 
on ebb a Soul have I to take in Chriſt's . love ! for let 
[4 be multiplied according to Angels underſtanding, in Mil- 
6, vhile they weary themſelves; theſe Worlds would not con- 
the Thouſand part of his Love. O if I could yoke in amongſt 


itziſe a new Love- f ong of Chriſt, before all the World! I am 


F1 As 4 4 1 5 
- — ee 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you. I would not omit the 


hild is well z God's favour even in the eyes of men de ſeen upon- - 


ſeek a Lover of her own, ſeing ſhe hath given up with Chriſt her 


ne a poor Priſoner ſee, there is more to be had of Chriſt in 


Thick of Angels, and Seraphims, and now glorified Saints, and - 


klnich wondering at new opened Treaſures in Chriſt: Ifeve- 
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8 _ be 1 Oh 3 4. , | LIVES 
- Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiff, 5 
rie Finger, Member, Bone, and Joint, were a Torch burning in the 
hoteſt Fire in Hell, I would they could all ſend out Love-praife 
high Songs of Praiſe for evermore, to that Plant of Renown, to thy 
Royal and High Prince Jeſus my Lord: But alas his Love ſel 
in me, and findeth no Vent: Alas what can a dumb Prifonerd 
or ſay forhim. O for an Ingine to write a Book of Chriſt andi 
Love ! Nay, I am left of him bound, and chained with his Low 
I cannot find a Iooſed Soul to lift up his Praiſes, and give thema n 
to others» But Oh my Day-light hath thick Clouds! I canng 
ſhine in his Praiſes, I am often. like a Ship plying about to ſecktli 
Wind I fail at great Leiſure, and cannot be blown upon that lo 
lieſt Lord. Or if I could turn my Sails to Chriſt's right Arth; al 
that J had my hearts wiſhes of his Love! But, I but mar his puff” 
es: Nay, I know no Compariſon of what Chriſt is, and whathi 
Worth is: All the Angels, and all the Glorified praiſe him 1 
fo much as in halfs : Who can advance him or utter all his Praitt eithe 
L want nothing: Unknown Faces favour me: Enemies mi Aan 
ſpeak Good of the Truth: My Maſters Cauſe purchaſeth Con"! 
mendation. The hopes of my Enlargement from Appearances i Neth 
cold: My Faith hath no Bed to ſleep upon, but Omnipoten orth 


The Good Will of the LORD, and his ſweeteſt Preſence be uit ) frel 
you and that Child. Grace and Peace be Yours. - hh 
| a : | | dhuiſt: 
Alerdeen, 1637. Dur La: in all duty, in his n 


Lord Jeſus, S. R. er, 
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To the Right Honourable and Chriſti 
3 „5 
VISCOONTESS of KENMURE, 


10 
f M AD AM, 


Glace: Mercy and Peace be to Your La: I would not omit 

wiite a Line with this Chriſtan Bealer, one in your La. 
Caſe, driven near ro Chriſt, in, and by her Affliction. I wiſh! 
my Friends in Galloway forget me not ; However it be, Chill 
ſo good, that I will have no other Tutor, [ſuppoſe 1 could i 
waill and choiſe of Ten Thouſand beſide -: I think now | 
Hundred heavie Hearts for him too little. I wiſh Chriſt now ue 70! 
ing, ſuffering, and contemnediof Men, were more Dear and Den. 
able to manie Souls, than he is: I am ſure, if the Saints wall it Chri 
Chriſt's Croſs, ſo profitable and ſo ſweet, they might for the G th He: 
aud Glorie of it, with it were lawful, either to buy ot bone Ks, 


"wb ; 10! | Letters) 5 | 
ofs : But it is a Mercie that the Saints have it laid to their hand 
nothing 3 For I know no ſweeter way to Heaven, than threnugh _ 
r Grace, and hard Trials together ;, and one of theſe cannot 
el want another. O that Time would Poſt faſter, and haſten our 
aug · looked-for Communion, with that Faireſt, Faireſt among 
te Sons of Men! O that the Day would favour us, and come, 
nd put Chriſt and us in others Arms! I am ſure a few Years will 
our Turn, and the Souldiers Hour-glaſs will ſoon run out. Ma- 
im, look to your Lamp, and look for your Lord's coming; and 
«your Heart dwell aloof from that ſweet Child; Chriſt's 
ouſie will not admit two equal Loves in your La: Heart: He 
nut have one, and that the greateſt; a little one to a Creature 
jy, and muſt ſuffice a Soul married to him: Your Maker is your 
whand, Iſa. 54. I would wiſh you well, and my Obligations 
xeſe-manie Years. bygone ſpeak no leſs to me; But mote-I can 
ither wiſh, nor pray, nor deſire for to your La: than Chriſt ſing- 
al and wai led out from all created good things: Or, Chriſt how- 
cit wet in his own Blood, and wearing a Crown of Thorns. Iam - 
nethe Saints, at their beſt, are but Strangers to the Weight, and 
Worth of the Incomparable Sweetneſs of Chriſt : He is ſo new, 
freſh in Excellence, everie Day of new, to thoſe that ſearch 
ore and more in him, as if Heaven could furniſh as manie new 
hiifts. (If I may ſpeak ſo) as there are Days betwixt him and 
„ and yet he is one and the ſame. O we love an unknown 
wer, when we love Ghriſt! Let me hear how the Child is everie 
z the Prayers of a Priſoner of Chriſt be upon him, Grace for 
amore, even while Glorie perfect it, be with your Lai | 


Aberd. 1637. | ph 12 * u Lord | 
; | | JejHS, 8. . 


—— ——— —ẽ — 


n 


* 


E. Io the Noble and Chriſtian Lady, the 
VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. . 


MAD AM, 


Uotwithſtanding the great Haſte of the Bearer, I would bleſs 
your La: in Paper : deliring, that fince Chriſt hath ever 
med, that the World ſhould have your Love by him, that ye 
Je your {elf out for Shriſf, and that ye may be for no other. 1 
Wn none worthie of you but Chriſt. Madam, I am either ſuffering 
tChtiſt,and this is either the.ſure and good way, or I have done 
ith Heaven, and will never ſee God's Face? (Iwhich, bleſs him can- 
ths, ) 1 waits my Bleſſing to that Sacct. Child, that ye have - 
e e OY ns boitoweed  ; 


233 = > 


FAM: Mr. Rat berfoord's SE 
boriowed from God, he is no Herctage to you but a Loan, loye hin 
Folk do borrowed Things: My Heart is heavie for you. They 
ay the Kirk of Chriſt hath neither Son, nor Heir; and thereſy 
her Enemies ſhall poſſeſs her: But I know ſhe is not that ill Frien 
ed, her Husband is her Heir, and ſhe his Heretage. If my od 
would be pleaſed, I would deſite ſome were dealt with, for my 
turn to Anweth; But if that never be, I thank God, Anwoth i 
not Heaven, Preaching is not Chriſt, I hope to wait on. Let ms 
hear how the Child is, and your La: Mind and Hope of him 
for it would eaſe my Heart to know that he is well. I am in goo 
Tetms with Chriſt, but Oh my Guiltineſs: Let he bringeth no 
Pleas betwixt him and me to the Streets, and before the du 
Grace, grace, for evermore be with your La: 


| | ht 

Aberd. 1637. Your La: at all obedience offi" 
Chriſt, S. R. Wi" 
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To the Right Honourable 'and Chriſtia 1 W 
Lady, my Lady 1 

VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE, IE 

MADAM, 5 


O ace, Mercy and Peace to You -: I am refreſhed with you 
Letter: The Right Hand of him, to whom belong the Ilie 
from Death, hath been gracious to that ſweet Child ; 1 do 
Ido not forget him, and your La: in my Prayers. Madam, for fue i 
own Cale, I love to be careful, and withal doing Complaints 
Want of Pract ice; becauſe I obſerve manie, who think it Holind 
enough, to complain and ſet themſelves at nothing, as if to {i 
I am ſick, would cure them; They think Complaints a go 
Charm for Guiltineſs. I hope ye are wreſtling and firuggling og: at 
in this dead Age, wherein Folk have loſt Tongue, and Legs a a 
Arms for Chriſt. 1 urge upon you, Madam, a near Conimu 
on with Chriſt, and a growing Communion : There are Curtall 
to be drawn by, in Chriſt, that we never ſaw, and new Folding 
Love in him; I deſpair that ever I ſhall win to the far End of H Aber 
Love, there are ſo manie Plies in it. Therefore dig deep, aa bert 
ſweat, and labour, and take pains for him; and fet by ſo mu 
Time in the Day for him, as you can: He will be won with 
bour. I, his exiled Priſoner, ſought him, and he hath rued up 
me, and hath made a Moan. for me, as he doth for his own, Jt 
31. . 20. 1/a.45.%, II, And I know nog what to do with Chu 
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1 ee ſurroundeth and ſurchargeth me. I am burdened with 8 
clad o how ſweet and lovelie is that Burden ! I dow not keep it 


n me: Tam ſo in Love with his Love, that if his Love were not 
Heaven, I would be unwilling to go there. O what weighing and 
x telling is in Chriſt's. Love! I fear nothing now ſo much, as 
Fwghing of Chriſt's Croſs, and the Loye- ſhowers that accom- 
eit: 1 wonder what he meaneth to put ſuch aStaye at the 

: urd-head, at his own Elbow. Oh that 1- ſhould lay my black 


_ mth to ſuch a fair, fair, fair Face as Chriſt's! But I dare not 
e to be loved. the Cauſe is not in mewhy he hath looked upon 
u and loved me, for he got neither Budde nor Hire of me, it 


me nothing, it is good cheap Love. O the manie found 
ghes of his Love, under which I am ſweetlie preſſed! Now 
dam, Lperſwade you, the greateſt part but play with Chriſtiani- 
"they put it by hand eaſilie. I thought it had been an eaſie thing 
kaChriſtian, and that to ſeek God: had been at the next Doof; 
10h the Windings, the Turnings, the Ups, and the Downs |, 
the hath led me through; and I ſee yet much Way to the Foord: 
E ſpcaketh with my Reins in the Night Seaſon, and in the Mor- 
5 when I awake, I find his Love- arrows, that he ſhot at me, | 
king in my Heart: Who will help me to Praiſe? Whowill come 0 | 
tvith me, and ſet on high his great Love? And yet I find, that 
Fre-flaught of Challenges will come in at Mid- ſummer, and 
lion me; But it is onlie to keep a Sinner in Order. As for + 
nds, I ſhall not think the World to be the World, if that Well 
at dry. Itruſt in God, to uſe the World, as a Cannie or Cun- 
ks after doth a Knave-ſeryant, (at leaſt God give me Grace to 
0) he giveth him no Handling or Etedit, onlie he entruſteth 
with cominon Eirands, FAROE be cannot play the Knave. I 
ed, 1 may not give this World Credit of my Joys, and 
atorts, and Confidence: that were to put Chriſt out of his 
1 : Nay, I counſel you, Madam, from a little Experience, | 
121 chuiſt keep the Great Seal, and intruſt him ſo, as to hing your I 
W and ſmall, and pin your Burdens upon the Nail faſten» N 
n David's Rouſe, I/ai. 22. ver. 231 Let me not be well, if I 
[they get the Tutouring of my Comforts : Away, away with 


go thonſal Tutors, that would play me a lip, and then Chriſt would 
10 b at me, and ſay, Well-wared, try again ete ye Truſt. Now vo 
au for my u hori Mother the Kirk of KCcerland; Oh who will 


ulher ! Now the Preſence of the great Angel of the Covenant 
"th you and that ſweet Child. | 
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Aberd. March 7. : Teurs in his fwtet Lora 
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To the Right Honourable and Chriſti 
Laay, my Lady | ">; _ 


| * £1 ; miſc: 

K EN MU RE. Me 

; 3 SS | 0 d, : weth, 
Ion the offered Opportunity of this worthy Bearer, I coudt 

| omit to anſwer the Heads of your Letter. r. 1 think! 
much to fet down in Paper ſome good things anent Chrik,, th 
Scaledand Holy Thing, andto feed my Soul with raw Wiſhes to 
one with Chriſt ; For a Wiſh is bur broken and half Love, 
verily to obey this, Come and ſee, is a harder Matter, But( 

1 have rather Smoke than Fire, and Gueſſings rather than real A 
rances of him: 1 have little or nothing to ſay, that I am 280 
who hath found Fayour in his Eyes; But there is ſome pining} 
miſmannered hunger, that maketh me miſcal and nickname ci 
as a changed Lord; but alas! it is ill flitten. 1 cannot belieyenit 
out 2 Pledge, I cannot take God's Word without a Caution; as 
Chrift had loſt & ſold his Credit, & were not in my Books Reſpot 
and Law-biding, but this is my Way; For his Way is, Ephel. 1. 
After that ye believed ye were ſealed with the holy Spirit of Primi 
2. Te urite that Iam filled with Knowledge, and ſtand not in Ne 

of theſe Warnings : But certainly my Light is dim, wh 
it cometh to handy-grips : And how many have full Coffers, 
yet empty Bellies 2 - Light andthe faving uſe of Light, are fare 
ferent. O what need have I to have the Aſhes blown away from! 
Dying-out Fire! 1 may be a Book-Man; and be an Idiot: 
Rark Fool in Chrifs way; Learning will not beguile Chriſt, t 
Bible beguiled the Phariſees, and To may I be miſted: Thetel 
as Night Watches hold one anocher waking, by ſpeaking to onei 

| Other, ſo have we need to hold one another on foot; Sleepff 
eth away the Light of Watching, even the Light that reprond 
ſleeping. I doubt not but mo ſhould fetch Heaven, if they belie 
not Heaven to be at the next Door: The World's Negative He 
neſs, no Adulterer, no Murderer, no Thief, no Cozener, mak 
Men believe they are alreadie Glorified Saints: But the 6th f 

to the Hab. may affright us all, when we hear that Men may take 
| the Gifts, and Common Graces of the Holy Spirit, and a Taft 
| the Powers of the Life to come, to Hell with them: Herts 
Probate Silver, which yet ſeemeth to have the King's Image,an 
perſcription upon. it. 3. I find you complaining of your ſelf, 4 
it becometh a Sinner ſo to do, I am not agalnſt you in that; Se 
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7 pit 13. | Letters: 27 

Death is a Sib Friend, and of Kin and Blood to Life, the more | 
ie, the more Life, the more Senſe of Sin, the leſs Sin. I would 
ſemy Pain, and Soreneſs, and my Wounds, howbeit theſe ſhould 
rave me of my Nights Sleep, better than my Wounds without 
n, O how ſweet a thing is it, to give Chriſt his Hand- ful of bro- 
n Arms, and Legs, and disjointed Bones. 4. Be not afraid for 
te Grace, Chriſt ſoweth his living Seed, and he will not loſe his 
d: if he have the guiding of my Stock, and State; it ſhall 
1; miſcarrie. Our ſpilt Works, Loſſes, Deadneſs, Coldneſs, 
ſetchedneſs are the Ground which the good Husbandman la- 
eth. 5. Ye write that his Compaſſions fail not, notwithſtand- 
that your Service to Chriſt miſcarrieth : To the which I an- 
er: God forbid that there were Buying, and Sell ing, and Block- 
lor as Good again, betwixt Chriſt and us; For then free Grace 
jioht go play it, and a Saviour ſing dumb, and Chriſt go and ſleep: 
[xe go to Heaven with dight ſhoulders, and all the Bairn-time, 
kithe Veſſels great and ſmall that we have, are faſtned upon the 
je Nail, Ja. 22. 24. The onlie Danger is, that we give Grace 
ae ado than God giveth it, that is, by turning his Grace into 
Jatonneſs. 6. Ye write few ſee your Guiitineſs, and ye cannot 
free with manie, as with me: I Anſwer, Bleſſed be God, Chriſt: 
ve are not heard before Mens Coutts, it is at home betwixt him 
uus, that Pleas. are taken away. Grace be with Lou. 


: | | Jeſus, 5. R. 


— — — 
— 


* . 7 ——— — * 20 * „ 14 - —Y 
* 1 2 * 


— Ai. 


, WW tbe Right Honourable and Chriſtian = 


MADAM, "0 


IF * 


lic ace, Mercy and Peace be to Your La: God be thanked ye are 
e Het in voſſeſſion of Chriſt and that ſweet Child: I pray God: 

"former may be ſure Heretage, and the latter a Loan tor your 
n nfort, while he do good to his poor afflicted, withered Mount 
taken: And who knoweth but our Lord hath Comforts laid up in 


e Devil, and Hell, and Sin, that they have no Claim to you 3 


Athat is a rich and unvaluable Mercie. Long ſince, ye were half 
Wenging Deaths cold Kindnefs, in bein 10 Bo and ſweir to 


10 
ar and looſe a tired Priſoner ; but ye fand in need of allthe 
; | | : Crolles, 


- — 


dure for her and you. I am perſwaded Chriſt hath bought you by. 


” * | 9 » - 
28 Mr. Rid her fourds Epiſt, 13 
Crofles, Loſles, Changes, aud ſad Hearts that befel you iince thy 
time: Chiiſt knoweth the Bodie of Sin unſubdued, will takethe 
all and more; We know that Paw! had need of the Devils ſervice 
to buffet him, and far more we. But my Dear and Honourz)! 
Lady, ſpend your Sand-glaſs well: lam ſute you have Law to raiſe; 
Svſpenſion againſt all, that Devils, Men, Friends, World, Loſſes, Hel 
or Sin candecree againſt you: It is good your Crofl's will but con 
' vey you to Heavens Gates: In can they not go, the Gates hallhy 
cloſed on them, when ye ſhall be admitted to the Throne, Tiny 
ſtandeth not ſtill. Eternitie is hard at our Door. O what is laid u 
fox you-! Therefore harden your Face againſt the Wind, and thy 
Lamb your Husband is making readie for you, the Bridegrog 
would fain have that Day, as gladlie as your Honour would wiſh 4 | i 
have it; He hath not forgotten you. I have heard aRumouty 
the Prelates purpoſe to Baniſh me, but let it come if God ſo uil 


the other ſide of the Sea is my Father's Ground aſwell as this ſ Here b 
Iowe bowing to God, but no ſervil bowing to Croſles, I have beni tte an 
hut too ſoft in that: I am Comforted that Iam perſwaded ſuli our 
that Chriſt is Halter with me in this Well born & Honeſt Groſs, ih en 
it he Claim Right to the beſt half of my Troubles, [ as I knit ac 
he doth to the whole; ] 1 ſhall remit it over to Chriſt, what diohs, 


ſhall do in this cate : I know certainlie my Lord Jeſus will not mz 
nor ſpill my Sufferings, he hath Uſe for them in his Honſe. O he 
it worketh on me, to remember that a Stranger who cometh not in 
the Door, ſhall build Hay and Stubble upon the Golden Foundatio 
laid amongſt that People in Anweth: But I know Providence look 
eth not aſquint, but looketh ſtraight out, and thorow all men 
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Darkneſs ; O that I could wait upon the Lord: I had but oe, 
Eve, one Toy, one Delight, even to preach Chriſt, and my Motherhind 2 
Sons were angie at me, and have put out the poor Man's one He ite t 
and what have behind? I am fare this ſowre World hath loſt mud (: 
Heart deſervedlie, but Oh that there were a Days Man to lay hit — 
Hand upon us both, and determine u _—_ part of it. Als of 
that innocent and lovelie Truth ſhould be ſoid 3 my Tears ate bete 


little worth, but yet for this thing Iweep, I weep, ! Alas that lutt 


fair and lovelie L« Jeſus ſhould be miskent in his own Houle, Mil pl 
reckoneth little or Five Hundred the like of me: Yet the Wat elt 
goeth not over Faiths Breadth, yet our King liveth. : I write tele 
riſoners Blefling, the good Will, and long laſting Kindn«(s, vg m 

the Comforts of the-verie God of Peace be to your La: aud to ui 


ſweet Child 3 Grace, grace be with you. tn * 


It We 

| PE. IR 3 1 
Aberd Sep. 7. Your Honours at ali obedience init nc 
1637. ſweer Lord Jeſus, S. K. It 4 
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Vice 1 5 LARS | 7 | = — 

rabl Ye | Ry” h 

aiſe To the much Honoured, 

„Hell | | ; 

con * & . | | 5 

Ting == | N | 

* Of Cardoneſs elder. 

r00 OS e | | 

00 Uch Honoured and Deareſt in my Lord, Grace, Mercy and 

ur oY freace be to you. My Soul longeth exceedinglie to hear how 

will Matters go betwixt you and Chriſt; and whether or not 
lere be any Work of Chriſt in that Pariſh,that will bide the Trial of 


e and Water: Let me be weighed of my Lord in a juſt Ballance, 
our Souls lie not weightie upon me: you go to Bed and you riſe 
jith me; Thoughts of your Soul (my deareſt in our Lord) de- 


ut not from me in my Sleep: ye have a great part of my Tears, 
hat Achs, Supplications, and Prayers: O if I could buy your Souls 


ration with any ſufferings whatſoever, and that ye and I might 
tet with Joy up in the Rainbow, when we ſhall ſtand before our 
age! O my Lord forbid I have any hard thing to Depone againſt 
cu in that Day! O that he who quickneth the Dead, would give 
life to my Sowing among you! What Joy is there ( next to 
uit ) that ſtandeth on this ſide of Death, would comfort me 
or, than that the Souls of that pdor people were in Safety, and be- 


then end all Hazard of loſing; Sir, ſhew the people this, for when I 
Eye ite to you, I think I write to you all old and young, fulfill my joy 
t a ſeek the Lord: Sure I am, once I diſcovered my Lovely, 
7 bit * Princelie Lord Feſus to you all. Wo, wo, wo ſhall be your 
las WWW tt of it for evermore, if the Goſpel be not the Savour of Life unto 
eb eto you 3 As many Sermons as I Preached, as many Sentences 
tui lutered, as manie points of Dittay ſhall they be, when the Lord 
c, M plead with the World, for the Evil of their Doings. Believe 
ae e, | find Heaven a City hard to be won, the Righteous will ſcarcelie 


te manie deceiving themſelves, for we will all to Heaven, now everx 


an Jeruſalem: All ſay they have Faith, and the greateſt part in 
World know not, and will not conſider, that a {ip in the mat- 
«of their Salvation, is the moſt pitiful ſlip that can be; and 
Wit no Loſs is comparable to this Loſs. O then ſee that there be 
t a looſe Pin in the Work of your Salvation! for ye will not be- 
Ke how quicklie the Judge will come; and for your ſelf, I know 
it Death is waiting and hovering and lingering at God's Com- 
lia), that ye may be prepared. Then ye had need to ſtir your 
$:, and to take Eternitie and Death to your xiper Advitement 
4 | | a wrong 


eyed: O what violence of thronging will Heaven take: alas! 110 


u Dog with his foul Feet will in at the neareſt, to the new and 


a vrong Step ot awrorg Stor in going out of this Life, in one pt Chiiſt's 


pertie, is like the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, aud can never beſ pas] WC 
given, becauſe ye cannot come back again thorow the laſt arg; „ de 


maourn for it. 1 know your Counts are manie, and will take e 
ling, and Laying, and Reckoning becwixt you and your Lold; WP hide 
your Counts, and order them, loſe not the laſt Play whateveryed yllenge 


for in that Play with Death, your precious Soul is the Price ; prie 

the Lord's ſake ſpill not the Play, and loſe not ſuch a Treaſure ring 

know out of Love I had to your Soul, and out of Deſire] hL 

[| make an honeſt Count for you, I teſtified my Diſpleaſute and lte 

lunking of your ways very offen, both in private and publick: 1 f he \ 

not now a Witneſs of your Doings, but your Judge is always k TONE 

Witneſs. I beſeech you by the Mercies of God, by the Salvation abs 

- your Soul, by your Comfort, when your Eye-ſtrings ſhall break, 2 not mi 

the Face wax pale,and theSoul ſhall tremble to be out of theLodeifiP"" 

of Cay: and by your Compearance before your awful Judge bl blick. 

the ſight of this Letter take a new courſe with your ways; and es 

in the end of your Day, make ſure of Heaven: Examine | ak 

ſelf if ye be in good earneſt in Ehrift, for ſome, Heb, 6 , my Fa 

partakers ef the holy Gheſt, and taſte of the good word of Ged "I „ ane 

the powers of the Liſe te come: And yet have no part in Chriſt at e.! 

Many think they believe, but nevet tremble 2 the Devils ate age. 

ther on than theſe, Fam 2. 19. Make ſvre to your ſelf that ye Ie 

above ordinary Profeſſors ; the ſixth part of your ſpan-lengrhd alm 

hand- breadth of Days, is ſcarcely before you, haſte, haſte, for M . 

I ilde vill not bide;put Chriſt upon all your Accounts & your Seco em. 

Fetter it is that ye give him your Counts in this life, out of yourg Mats 

hand, than that after this life he take them from you, I nevei hu * pl 

lo well what fin was, as ſince I came to Aberdeen, howbeit = 

dee of it to you. To feel the Smoke of Hell's Fire in . 

Throat; for half an Hour to ſtand, beſide a River of Fire and lt 

ſtone, broader than the Earth, and to think to be bound Hand eit 

Foot, and caſten in the midſt of it quick, and then to have 

locking the Priſon Door, never to be opened for all Eternitie: il 

how will it ſake a Conſcience, that hath any Life in it! TT er 

Fruits of my Pains to have Chriſt and that People once fairly me Are 

naw meeteth my Soul in my ſad Hours, and I rejoice that i f. 

fair Warning of all the Coruptions now entring in Chriſt's Houll R. 

3 and now many a ſweet, ſweet, ſoft Kiſs, many perfumed well ſme ud f 

led Kiſſes and Embracements have I received o my Royal waſtet Em 

He and I have had much Love together. Ihave for the preſent aid By 

dwining Life, with much Pain, and much Love-fickneſ; for Chil ue 

O what [ would give to have a Bed made to my wearied Soul inh plc 

| Bofom + I wou'd friſt Heaven for many years, to have my Fill 10 

Jeſus in this Life, and to have Occaſion to offer Chriſt to my Peop C . 

and to wooe many people to Chriſt. I cannot tell you what ſyet "7 

| Pain, and delightſoms Torments are in Chriſts' Love: I often cu 4 

4 Ienge Time, that holdeth us fundrie; I profeſs to you, I haven - 
EKett, I have no Eaſe while Ibe over Head and Ears in Loves Occ 


A 2 
e r 
» 


cus Love ( that Fomntain of Delight) were laid as open to 

4:1 would wiſh 3 O how would Idrink, and drink abundantlie; 

iow drunken would this my Soul be! I half call his Abſence 

h and the Mask and Vail on Chriſt's Face a cruel Covering, 

1 hideth ſuch a fair, fair Face from a ſick Soul. I dare not 
Ulenge himſelf, but his Abſence is a Mountain of Iron upon my 

ie Heart. O when will we meet! O how long is it to the 
wning of the Marriage Day! O ſweet Lord Jeſus take wide Steps! 

ny Lord, come over Mountains at oneStride : O my beloved, 
like a Roe or young Hart, upon the Mountains of Separation! 
he would fold the Heavens together like an old Cloak, and 
nel Time and Days out of the way, and make read ie in haſte the 
ubs Wife for her Husband ! Since he looked upon me, my Heart 

wt mine own, he hath run away to Heaven with it. I know it 
not for nothing, that Iſpaketio meikie good of Chriſt to you in 
blick. O if the Heaven and the Heaven of Heavens were Paper, 
{the Sea Ink, and the multitude of Mountains Pens of Braſs, and 
ere able to write that Paper, within and without, full of the Praiſes 
tm Faireſt, my Deareſt, my Lovlieſt, my Sweeteſt, my Match- 
and my moſt Morrowleſs and Marvellous Wellbeloved ! Wo 
me, I cannot ſet him out to Men and Angels, O there are few 
moves to ſing Love-ſongs of his incomparable Excellencie, what 

1 1poor Priſoner do to Exalt him? Or what courſe can I take to 
ol my Loftie, and Lovelie Lord Jeſus ? Iam put to my Wits 
id, how to get his Name made great. Bleſſed they who would 
i mein this, how ſweet are Chriſt's Back-parts 2 O what then 
inhis Face! Thele that ſee his Face, how dow they get their 

re plucked off him again! Look up to him and love 
in, O love and live. It were Life to me if ye would Read 
is Letter to that People, and if they did profit by it. O if Icould 
ue them die of Love for Feſus ! Charge them by the Salvation 
their Souls, to hang about Chriſt's Neck, and take their Fill of his 
we, and follow him as I taught them : part by no means with 
Inſt ; hold faſt what ye have received; keep the Truth once 
lirered, If ye or that people quit it in an Hair, or in an Hoof, 
break your Conſcience in twain : aud who then can mend it, 
d:aft a Knot on it? My deareſt in the Lord ſtand faſt in ChKR, 
rep the Faith, contend for Chriſt, wreſtle for him, and take Mens 
ud for God's Favour 3 there is no Compariſon betwixt theſe. 0 
ut my Lord would fulfil my Joy, and keep the young Bride to Chriſt 
t is at Anwoth, And now whoever they be, ap. maps returned 
the old Vomit ſince my Departure, I bind upon their Back in my 
lfter's Name and Authoritic, the long laſting weightie Vengeance 
dCurſe of God, in my Lord's Name I give them a Doom of 
Jack, unmixed, pure Wrath, which my Maſter ſhall Ratifie and 
ike good, when we ſtand . before him, except they time- 
lie Repent, and turn to the Lord. And I \vrite to thee, poor 
wurning, and broken-hearted Believer, be why thou will, of the 
Ik Salyation, Chriſt's ſweet Balm for thy Wounds, O poor humble 


Believe 3 
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\ Believer 3 Chrift's Kiſſes for thy waterie Cheeks, Chriſt's 810, 

Atonement for thy guiltie Soul, Chriſt's Heaven for thy poor 
though once baniſhed out of Paradiſe, and my Maſter ſhall y 
good my word ete long. O that people were wiſe ! O that pe 
would ſpier out Chriſt, and never reſt while they find him! O 
ſhall my Soul mourn in ſecret, if my nine Years pained Head, WW | 
{ore Breaſt, and pained Back, and grieved Heart,»and private WW... 
publick Prayers to God, ſhall all be for nothing among that peꝗ | 
Did my Lord Feſus fend me but to Summond you before your Jul 
and to leave your Summonds at your Houſes ? Was I ſent as 3 
neſs onlie to gather your Dittays ? O my God forbid : Often... 
Itell you of a Fan of God's Word to come among you, for the ol; 
tempt of it. I told you often of Wrath, Wrath from the Lord toc 
upon Scotland and yetIbide by my Maſter's Word, it is quicklie 
ming, Deſolation for Scetland, becauſe of the Quartel of abt, 
Covenant. Now wotthie Sir, now my dear People, my joy, andi 
Crown in the Lord, let him be your Fear, feek the Lord, andi 
Face, ſave your Souls; . Doves flee to Chriſt's Windows, pri 
me, and praiſe for me. The Bleſſing of my God, the Prayet h 
Bleſſing of a poor Priſoner and your lawful Paſtoc be upon you. 
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Aberd. Jane 16. Your Laufal and L 
1637. „ Paſſor, S. l. 
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| (Face, Merey and Peace be to you, from God our Father, 2 
from our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; Lcannot but thank your La: 
yaur Letter that hath refreſifed my Soul. I think wy ſelf manie 
obliged to your La: for your Love to my afflicted Brother, now Hb. 
barked with me in that fame Cauſe, his Lord hath been pleaſe Hetie 
put him upon Tiuth's tide : 1 hope your La: will befriend him w | 
your Counſel and Countenance, in that Countrie where he i e. 
Stranger 3 And your La: needeth not fear but your Kindneſs to fo; 
own, ſnall be put up in Chriſt's Accounts, Now Madam for yo {:1 
Z Cale, I rejoice exceedinglie, that the Father of Lights H th. 
made you tee, that there is a Nick in Chriſtianitie, which ye cat 
tend to be at, and that is to quit the right Eye, and the right Ha Ay 
and to keep the Son of God: I hope your deſire is to make him ja wit 

. EE | Gatla 


—— — — 2. 


lis kit, 15. | \ Letters; : 
Bond, and your Eye looketh up the Mount, which cettainlie is no- 
00! ol: but the new Creature; fear not, Chriſt will not caſt Water 


cout [moaking Coal, and then who elſe dare do it, if he ſay 
7} Be ſortieat Corruption, and not ſecure; that Companion 


un 
it pe 


OB ich you in your Mothers Womb, & was as earlie friends with you, 
ad, Breath of Life, and Chriſt will not have it otherwiſe, for he 
ate | bceth to take up fallen Bairns, and to mend broken. Brows: 


eg up of wounds, is his Office, Iſa 61. Fiſt, I am glad Chriſt 
let Eroploynrent in his Calling in you, manie a whole Soul is 


S a Heaven, which was ficker than ye are: He is content yelay 
tene Arme and Legs on his Knee, that he may Spelk them. 
he e iding of his Face is wile Love, his Love is not Fond, Doting, 
toe geaſonleſs, to give your Head no other Pillow, while ye be in 


{ezyens Gates, but to lie betwixt his Breaſts, and lean upon his 
m: Nay his Bairns, muſt often have the Froſtie cold Side of 
kill, and ſet down both their bare Feet among Thorns ; His 
e hath Eyes, and in the mean time is looking on. Our Pride 


Pag dave Winter Weather to Rot it. But I know Chriſt and ye ſhall 
i: heard, ye will Whiſper it over betwixt your ſelves, and Agree 
o. for the Anchor-tow-abideth faſt within the Vail; the End 


in Chriſt's ten Fingers, who dare Pull if he Hold? 7 che 
Cd will held thy right hand, ſaying, Start not, I will help 
„ a. 41. 13. fear not Faceb. The Sea-ſick Paſſenger ſhall 
% Land, Chrift will be the firſt that will meet you on the Shore. 
ape your La: will keep the King's High-way 3 go on in the 
eth of the Lord in Haſte, as if ye had not Leiſure to ſpeak to the 
Wh \ccpers by the way: he is over beyond Time in the other ſide 
[110::© Water, who thinketh long for you. For my unfaithful ſelf, - 
un, Imuſt ſay a word. At my firſt coming hither, the Devil 
e nanie black Lies of my Lord Jeſus, and ſaid, The Court was 
72d. and he was angrie, and would give an evil Servant his 
Nen 24id-term 3 but he gave me Grace not to take my Leave, I 
ed to bide Summonds, and fit, howbeit it was ſuggeſted and 
Hat ſhould be dene with a withered Tree, but over the Dike 
But now, now, ( I dare not, I dow not keep it up) 
„ calted as his poor Exiled Priſoner ? I think Shame of the 
cad, and the firſt Meſs, and the Royal King's Dining-hal!3 
e ay black Hand ſhould come on ſuch a Rulers Table: But I 
ot 19:7 it, Chriſt muſt have his Will; onlie he paineth my; 
fo, ſometimes with his Love, that I have been nigh to paſs 
etie, and to crie out, he hath left a ſmoaking burning Coal in 
ent, and gone to the Door himſelf, and left me and it toge- 


he i lei is not Deſertion, I know not what it is, but I was never 
's to or him as now. I durſt not challenge my Lord, if I got no 
I Je Heaven, it is a dating Croſs. I know he hath othet thing 
ts ha thin to play with me, and trinle an Apple with me, and that 
e che end. O ſor Inſtruments in God's Name, that this is 
414 that I may make uſe of it, when it will be a near 


Wvitninme, and when it will be ſaid by a challenging Devil, 
| D Where 


. ͤ²᷑̃ IO OP 


A Mr. Rutherford 
Where is my Gd? Since I know it will not laſt, 1 deſire but io ler 


| broken Meat; but let no Man after me, ſlander Chriſt for hi io 
The Great Lord of the Covenant, who brought from the dead, 00 


great Shepherd of his Sheep, by the Blood of the eternal Coyen,,y 


eſtabliſh you, and keep you and yours to his Appearance. 


| Aberd. March 7. b Tours in his ſweet} ! 
1637. ; 9 | ; Jeſus, 8. R. | 
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1 To Mr. 
ALEXANDER HENDERSON, 


My Reverend and dea v Brot her, 


—— — 


1 your Letters: They are as Apples of Gold tome 
| for with my ſweet Feaſts (and they are above the deſerving of 
| a Sinner, high and out of meaſure) I_have Sadneſs to Ball 

me, and Weight me alittle. It is but his boundleſs Wiſdomy 
hath taken the Tutoring of his Witleſs Child, and he knoweth, 
be Drunken with Comforts, is not ſafeſt for our Stomachs ; Ho 
ever it be, the Din and Noiſe and Glooms of Chriſt's Croſs, 
weightier than it ſelf. Iproteſtto you (my Witneſs is in Hear 
I could wiſh manie Pound Weights added to ni Croſs, to know tt 
by Sufferings, Chriſt were ſet forward in his Kinglie Office in tl 
Land. Oh what is my Skin to his Glorie, or my Loſſes, or my 
Heart, to the Apple of the Eye of our Lord, and his beloved Spe 
his Precious Truth, his Royal Priviledges, the Glorie of manifeſ 
Jiuſtice, in giving of his Foes a Daſh, the Teſtimonie of his faitl 
Servants, who do Gloriſie him when he Rideth upon poor » 
Worms, and Triumpheth in them : I deſire you to pray that In 
come out of this Furnace with Honeſtie, and that I may leave Chi 
Truth no worſe than I found it, and that this moſt Honourable Ca 
may neither be Stained, nor Weakened. As for your Caſe, 
Reverend and Deareſt Brother, * are the Talking of the Notth 
South, and looked to ſo, as if ye were all Chryftal Glaſs ; ! 
Mots and Duſt ſhould ſoon be Proclaimed, and Trumpets blovi 
your Slips: But I knowye have laid Help upon one that is M 
tie. Intruſt not your C mforts to Mens Airie and Frothie Appl 
neither lay your Down- caſtings on the Tongues of ſalt Moch 
and Reproachers of Godlinefs; As Deceivers, and yet True; 
unknown, and yet well known : God hath called you to Clit 
Side, and the Wind is now on Chriſt's Face in this Land; 
ſeing ye are with him, ye cannot expect the Lee · ſide, or the Su 
ſide of the Brae: But I know ye have teſolved to take Cluil 
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it. 17. Letters, „5 
res whatſoever : I hope ye do not rue, though your Cauſe 
vhated, aud that Prejudices are taken up againſt it; The Shields 
fthe World think our Maſter cumberſome Wares, and that he 
wketh too great Din, and that his Cords and Yokes make Blains 
deep Scores in their Neck, therefore they Kick, they ſay, This 
lin hall not Reign over us. Let us pray one for another. He who 
made you a chofen Arrow in his Quiyer, hide you in the hol- 
wok his Hand: I am | | „ 


Aberd. March, 9. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1627 » x Jeſus, S. R. 
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To the Right Honourable, my Lord 
E L OW DON 


fl very Noble and Honourable Lord, Grace, Mercy, and Peace 
de to you; I make bold to write to your Lo: that you may 
the Honourable Cauſe ye are graced to profeſs, is Chriſt's own 
th, Ye are manie ways bleſſed of God, who hath taken upon 
to come out to the Streets, with Chriſt on your fore-head ; 
aſomanie are aſhamed of him, and hide him ( as it were } 
their Cloke, as if he were a ſtollen Chriſt. If this faithleſs 
eration, (and eſpeciallie the Nobles of this Kingdom) 
ht not Chrift dear Wares, and Religion Expenſive, Hazard- 
nd Dangerous, they would not flip from his Cauſe, as they 
add ſtand looking on, with their Hands folded behind their 
when Lowas are running away with the Spoil of Sion on their 
k and the Boards of the Son of God's Tabernacle. Law and 
tare to be had to any, eſpeciallie for Money, and Moyen, but 
ſtean get no Law, good cheap nor dear. It were the Glory and 
u of you who are the Nobles of this Land, to plead for your 
ed Bridegroom, and his oppreſſed Spouſe, as tar as Zeal and 
ing Law will go with you. Your eidinarie Logick from the 
It ( that it will do no good ) to the Cauſe ( and therefore 
ei beſt, till the Lord put to bis own Hand) it. is not (with 
ence to your Lo: Learning) worth aStraw: Events are 
y let us do, and not plead againſt God's Office, let him fit at- 
n Helm, who maderateth all Events. It is not a good courſe. 
plain that we cannot get a Providence of Gold, when our 
els, cold Zeal, Temporizing, and faithleſs Fearfulneſs ſpil- 
pod Providence. Your Lo- will pardon me, I am not of that 
that Tumults or Arms is the way to put Chriſt on his Throne, 
Chriſt will be ſeryed, and Truth Vindicated, onlie with the 
Eh and Blood: Nay, Chxiſt doth his Turn with leſs Din 
3 | than 


than with Garments rolled in Blood. But I would the Zeal of G. 
were in the Nobles, to do their part for Chriſt: and I muſt be 1 
doned to write to your Lo: this, I dow not, I date not but ſpeakt 
others, what God hath done to the Soul of his Poor, Aflited, Ex 
ed Priſoner : his Comfort is more than I ever knew before, heþ; 
Sealed the Honourable Cauſe I now ſuffer for, and I ſhall not 
lieve that Chriſt will put his Amen and Ring upon an Imag'natiq 
he hach made all his Tremiſes good to me, and hath filled up alt 
Blanks with his own Hand; I would not exchange my Bonds ui 
the plaiſtered Joy of this whole World. It hath pleaſed him to m 
4a Sinner the like of me, an ordinarie Banqueter in his Houſe Have 
Wine, with that Royal Princely One Chriſt Jeſus. O het wein the 
ing! O what Telling is in his Love! O how ſweet, mutt he ese 
when that black and burdenſome Tree, his own Croſs, is ſop en 
tumed with Joy and Gladneſs! O for help to lift him up by Pra en 
on his Royal Throne! I ſeek no more but that his Name mij f 
Ypread abroad in me, that meikle Good may be ſpoken of Chi ift 
my Behalf : this being done, my Loſſes, Place, Stipend, C ech 
Eaſe, and Libertie, ſhall all be made upto my full Content bol 
and Joy of Heart. I will be confident your Lo: will go on in inn 
S:rength of the Lord, and keep Chriſt and avouch him, that ke [01221 
= read your Name publicklie before Men and Angels. I will intſnight) 


" your Lo: to Exhort and Encourage that Nobleman your Chieft chin, 
the ſame ; but I am Wee, manie of you find à new WiſidMvve 
which deſerveth not ſuch a Name; It were better that Men H en |: 
ſee, that their Wiſdem be holie, and their Holineſs wiſe : II car. 


be bold to deſire your Lo: to add to your former Favours to me ¶ e the 
the which your Lo:-hath a Priſoners Bleſſing and Prayers) t lieh. 
That ye would be pleaſed to Beftiend my Brother, now ſuffering an to 
the ſame Cauſe. For he is to dwell nigh your Lo: Bounds ; Meig 
Lo: Word and Countenance may help him; Thus recommen r endt 
your Lo: to the ſaving Grace and tender Mercie of Chriſt Jeſus $i! 
Aberd. March, 9. Teur Lo: obliged Sera fort 
1637. | Chriſt, 8. R. Nen tro! 
„ | „„ | Ces 5 deore . 
es A EE ðᷣͤꝝ ves, 
| e i 


= To 
WILLIAM DALGLIS 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Reverend and Dear Brother, 


| VS —— — — .. — — —— 


Ab 


| ace, Mereie and Peace be to you: I am well, my Lord 
15 kindet to me thanever he was, it pleaſeth him to Din 
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ſp with his afflicted Priſoner, a King feaſteth me, and his Spike- ut it 
ard caſteth a ſweet Smell, Put Chriſt's Love to the Trial, and put | 
nit Burdens, and then it will appear Love indeed; we implcy 
not his Love, and therefore we know it not. I verilie count 
pole of the Sufferings of my Lord, thah of this Worlds luſtred and 
oe-gilded Glorie 3 I dare not ſay, but my Lord Jeſus hath fully 
wompenfed my Sadneſs, with his Joys, my Loſſes, with hisown 
weſence : I find it a ſweet and rich Thing to exchange my Sorrows 
wh Chriſt's Joys, my Afflictions with that ſweet Peace J have with 
inſelf, Brother, this is his own Truth I now ſuffer for, he hath 
led my Sufferings with his own Comforts, and I know he will not 
put his Seal upon blank Paper 3 his Seals are not dumb, nor de- 
tive, tocoifirm Imagination and Lies. Go on my dear Brother * 
nthe Strength of the Lord, not fearing Man that is a Worm, oz 
he Son of Man that will Die. Providence hath a thouſand Keys to 
pen a thouſand ſundrie Doors, for che Deliyerance of his ow, 
ben it is even come to a Conclamatumeſs ; Let us be Faithful and 
ve for our own part which is to do and ſuffer for him, and lay 
kift's part on himſelf, and leave it there: Duties are ours, Events 
wethe Lord's: When our Faith ew to meddle with Events, and 
phold a Court (if 1 may fo fpeak ) upon God's Providence { and 
winneth to Lay, How wilt then de this, and that i} we loſe 
round, we have not hig : do there ; it is our part to let the Al- 


5 
pighty exerciſe his own Office, and ftcer his own Helm: there is 


* 


pthing left to us, but to ſee how we may be approved of him, and 
oy ve may roll the Weight of our weak Souls { in well- doing] 


n hin was 3$ Sg 9 and when, what we thus eflay, 


Miſcarrieth, it fhall neither be our Sin nor Croſs. Brother, remem- 
lt the Lord's Word to Peter, Simon, loveff thou me? Feed my 
ley. No greater Teſtimonie of our Love to Chrſt can be, 
Ian to Feed Painfullie and Faithfullie his Lambs. I am in no bet- 
kt Neighbourhood with the Miniſters here than before; they can- 
ptendure that any ſpeak of me, or to me; thus I am in the mean 
we Silent, (which is my greateſt Grief.) Dr. Barron hath 
ſen Diſputed with me, eſpeciallie about Armmian Controverſies, 

u for the Ceremonies, three Yokings laid him by, and 1 have not 
en ttoubl ed with him fince : Now he hath appointed a Diſpute | 
fore Witneſſes, I, truſt Chriſt and Truth ſhall do for them- 
tres, hope, Brother. ye will help my People, and write to me, 
tat ye hear the Biſhop is to do to them: Glace be with you. 


4 4 : 


Aberd. 1 Dur Brother in Bonds. CL. 
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HUGH Mc KAILL 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, = 


Reverend and Dear Brother, 


g Bleſs you for your Letter, he is come down as Rain upon th 
_ ® mowen Graſs, he hath revived my withered Root, and he ik q 
the Dew of Herbs, I am moſt ſecure in this Priſon ; Salvation is f% Ab 
walls in it, and what think ye of theſe Walls? He maketh 4 
dry Plant to Bud as the Lillie, and to Bloſſom as Lebanon; t Fn 
reat Husbandman's Bleſſing cometh down upon the Plants 9 
R ighteouſae!s. who may ſay this, [ my dear Brother,] if 1, hi 
poor Exiled Stranger and Priſoner, my not ſay it? Howbeit il 
the World ſhould be filent, I cannot hold my Peace. O how mar! 
lack Counts hath Chriſt and I rounded over together, in the Houl 
of my Pilgrimage? And how fat a Portion hath he given to 
 Hungrie Soul ? Ihad rather have Chriſt's Foar Hours, than ha 
Dinner and Supper both in one from any other: his Dealing, a 
the Way of his Judgments paſs finding out. Ne Preaching, 
Book, no Learning could give me that, which I behoved to con 
' and get in this Town. But what of all this, if Iwerenot Miſte 
Confounded, and Aſtoniſhed how te be Thankful, and how to oe 
Him Praiſed for evermore ? And which is more, he hath been ple 
ſed to pain me with his Love, and my pain groweth through wants 
real Poſſeſſion. Some have written to me, that I am poſſibliete 
Joyful of the Croſs, but my Joy over leapeth the Croſs, it is Bout 
died and Terminate upon Chriſt, 1 know the Sun will over-clou 
and Eclipſe, and I ſhall again be put to walk in the ſhadow, h 
Chriſt muſt be welcome to come and go as he thinketh meet, yeth 
would be more welcome to me, Itrow, to come thango z and, 
Hope, he pitieth and pardoneth me, in cating Apples to me, at ſuc 
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à fainting Time as this; Holy and Bleſſed is his Name, It was ed in 
my flattering of Chriſt, that drew a Kiſs from his Mouth, but ie 
would ſend me as a Spie into this Wilderneſs of ſuffering, to ſee thi ipeal 
Land, and to try the Foord; and I cannot make a Lie of Chiiſi S 
Croſs ; I can report nothing but good both of him and ir, leſt othe i Da. 
ſhould faint. 1 hope, when a change cometh, to caſt Anchor Within: 
Midnignt upon the Rock, ( which he hath taught me to know ion 
this Day-light ) whither 1 may run, when 1 muſt ſay my Leſſq udn 
without Book, and believe in the daik, I am ſure it is fin to Tarot Chi 


tak 
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Epiſt, 209 — 
of Ch:ift's good Meat, & not to eat, when he ſaith, Eat d welbeleved 
drink abundantly. It he bear me on his Back, or carrie me in 
bis Arms over this Water, I hope for Grace to ſet down both my Feet 
n dric Ground, when the Way is better ; but this is ſlipperie 
(ound, my Lord thought good I mould go by an Hold, and lean 
my We! loved's Shoulder: it is good to be ever taking from 
um. 1 deſire he may get the Fruit of Praiſes for Dating, and thus 
handling me upon his Knee; and may give my Bond of Thank- 
nels, 1o being 1 have Chriſt's Back bond again for my Relief, 
ut! hall be ſtrengthened by his powerful Grace, to pay my Vows. 
ohim. But trulie I find we have the Advantage of the Brace upon 
urEnemies, we are more than Conquerours through him who hath 


ed us; and they know not wherein our Strength lieth. Pray 
Wor me, Grace be with you. | N N 


aberd. 5 Tour Brother in Chrif, S. R. 
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Race, Mercie and Peace be unto you: The Lord hath brought 
me to Aberdeen, where I ſee God in few. This Town hath been 
driſed upon of purpoſe for me, it conſiſteth either of Papiſts, or 
len of Callio's naughtie Faith; It is counted Wiſdom in the moſt, 
ot to Countenance a Confined Miniſter ; but !] find Chriſt neither 
lunge nor unkind 3 for I have found manie Faces ſmile upon me 
ce came hither. 1 am heavie and ſad, conſidering what is be- 
xt the Lord and my Soul, which none ſeeth but he. 1 find Men 
re miſtaken me, it would be no Art [ asInow ſee ] to Spin 
ball, and make Hypocriſie ſeem a goodlie Web, and to go through 
e Market as a Saint among Men, and yet ſteal quietlie to Hell, 
Ithout Obſervat ion; {ſo eaſie is it to deceive Men. 1 have Diſ- 
ited, Whether or no Jever knew any thing of Chtiſtianitie, fave 
Letters of that Name; Men ſee but as Men, and they call Ten. 
Ientie, and Twentie an Hundred; bur O! to be approved of 
dinthe Heart, and in Sinceritie, is not an ordinarie Mercie i my 
3 while ] had a Pulpit, and other things whereof Iam aſhamed 
bipeak, meet me now, ſo, as God maketh an honeſt Croſe, my 
Wy Sorrow, and for fear of Scandal and Stumbling, I muff hide 
W Day of the Law's Pleading : I know not, if this Court kept 
thin my Soul be Fenced in Curiſt's Name. If Cettaint:e of Sal- 
non were to be bought, God knoweth, if I had ten Earths, I 
ald not prig with God. Like a fool, 1 believed, under ſuffering | 
uchriſt, that I my ſelf ould keep the Key of Chriſt's Treaſures, 
take out Comforts when I liſted, and cat, and be tat: But 1 fee 


2 L 
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| now, aSufferer for Chriſt will be made to know himſelf, and yi 


upon we take the play, and cry Helz=day, and thus the Devil ca 


. dren to his Grace, who hath Honoured you with a Name and Root 
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40 : Mr. Rutherfoord's | Evil, Ti, a 


be holden at the Door, as well as another poor Sinner; and yillj, 
Fain to eat with the Bairns, and to take the By-board, and glad ſo: 
My Bleſſing on the Croſs of Chriſt, that hath made me ſee this 
Oh if we could take pains for the Kingdom of Heaven! but , 
fit down upon ſome ordinarie Marks of God's Children, thinkin 
we have as much as will ſepargte us from a Reprobate, and there. 


eth Water on our Fire, and blunteth our Zeal and Care: But! 
ſee Heaven is not at the next Door : and I fee, howbeit n 
Challenges be manie, I Suffer for Chriſt, and dare Hazard my il 
vation upon it; For ſometimes my Lord cometh with a fair Hoy 
and O but his Love be Sweet, Delightful, and Comfortable ! py 
A Kiſs is ſweet 3 but our doting Love will not be Content of | 
Right to Chriſt, unleſs we get pofleſſion; like the Man who il 
not be Content of Rights to bought Land, except he get all 
the Ridges and Acres laid upon his Back, to carrie home with hin 
However it be, Chriſt is Wiſe 3 and we are Fools to be browden une. 


ine 
Think 
ot as 
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fond of a Pawn in the Loof of our Hand: Living on Tut Mae 
Faith may well Content us. Madam, 1 know your La: knowl nd, 

this, and that made me bold to write of it, that others mig my 
Reap ſomewhat by my Bonds for the Truth; for I ſhould Def 


and I aim at this, to kave my Lord Well Spoken of and H elreft 


noured, howbeit he ſhould make nothing of me, but a Bridg four 


dver a Water. Thus Recommending your La: your Son, and Chil 
dem fo 


among the Living in Jeraſælem, and Wiſhir g Grace to be with ya million 
La: I reſt, | Ko | : aof 
: ities i 
abad. : - Your La in his ſuteteſ Loh leave 
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T» Mr. DAVID DICKSON. 


Reverend and Dear Brother, 


Ab, 


CG ace, Mercy and Peace be vnto you. I find great Men, eſpecia 

lie old Friends, skar to ſpeak for me; but my Kingliezl 
Royal Mafter biddeth me try his Moyen to the uttermoſt, and Eo 
find a Friend at Hand: I ſtill depend on him; his Court is 
before; the Priſoner is welcome to him; The black craboWMtin up 
Tree of my Lord's Crofs hath made ChriRt and my Soul verie ire kept 
tire; he is my Song in the Night. I am often laid in the DB8Woyeth, 
with Challenges and Apprehenſions of his. Anger, and then Which Re. 
Mountain of Iron were laid upon me, I cannot be Heavier: At 
With, much Wieſtling I win in to the King's Houſe of Wine, 4 
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„s Letters. | 41 
0 ar the moſt part my Life is Joy, and ſuch Joy through his Com- 
il ens, as 1 have been afraid ro ſhame my ſelf, and to cry out; for I 
ben ſcarce bear what I get : Chriſt giveth me a Meaſure heaped up, 
o refed down, and running over: And believe it, his Love paineth 
is re more than Priſon and Baniſhment, 1 cannot get a gate of 
its Love: Had I known what he was keeping for me, I would 
inge; er have been ſo Faint-hearted. In my Heavieſt Times when all 
loſt, the Memorte of his Love miketh me think Chriſt's 
alte dooms are but for the Faſhion: I ſ-ek no more but a Vent to my 
i Wine: 1 am {ſmothered and readic to Burſt for want of Vent: 
Think not much ef Perſecurion, it is before you; But it is 
das Men concerve of it: My ſuggared Croſs forceth me to ſay 
our ls to you, ye ſhall have wailed Meat, the ſick Bairn is often times 
da e {pit Bairn: Ye fhall Command all the Houſe, I hope ye 
epa Tired Priſoner to pray and praiſe : Had 1but the Annual of 
mual to give to my Lord Jellis, it ſhould Eaſe my rain; But 
5 as ! 1 have nothing to pay, he will get nothing of poor me: 
8 am wo 1 have not Room enough in my Heart for ſuch a 
anger. 1 am not Caſt Down to go further North, I have good 
te to Work for my Maſter ; for 1 am well paid before the 
ve end, 1am not Behind, howbeit I ſhould not get one Smile more, 
160888! my Feet be up within the King's Dining-Hall I have gone 
eu rougn yours upon the Covenant , It hath Edified my Soul, and 
efreſhed an Hungrie Man: judge it Sharp, Sweet, Quick, and 
found: Take me at my Word, I tear it get no Lodging in Scer- 
Chi z. The Brethren of Ireland write not to me ; Chide with, 
dem for that; I am ſure that I may give you and them a Com- 
wſhon (and Iwill bide by it ) that you tell my Beloved, I am 
ck of Love. I hope in God to leave ſome of my Ruſt and Super- 
ities in Aberdeen; I cannot get an Houle in this Town, wherein 
0 leave Prink-filver in my Maſter's Name, fave One onlie : Theie 
no Sale for Chriſt inthe North Hie is like to lie long on my Hand 
nie Accept him. Grace be with You. e | 
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Aberd, Yours in his ſmeet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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J 7» Mr. MATTHEW MOWAT. 


) Everend and Dear Brother, I am a very far miſtaken Man: 
it others knew how poor my Stock were, they would not 

abb Rink upon the like of me, but with Compaſſion; For I am as. 
le re kept under a Strict Tutor: I would have more than my Tutor 
eth upon me, but it is good that a Bairns Wit is not the Rule 

iich Regulateth my Lord Jeſus : Let him give what he will, it 
Way be above Metit, and A. Abilitie to Gain therewith, I would 
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| might Fill them, but my Old Riven, Holly, and Running. 


take away of y great Sea, my Boundleſs and Runing overCh 


* comeof will, 


— 


Luther 007d '$ 00 01 wy" 


nat wiſh a better Stock (while Heaven be my Stock) than tot; 
upon. Credit at Chriſt's Hands, daily Borrowing : Surely rungj 


pills 


ould be 


over Love, that Vaſt, Huge, Boundleſs Love of Chriſt (that td * 
is Telling in for Man and Angel) is the onlie thing I faineſt vo lotie fe 
be in Hands with: He knoweth J have little but the Love of fl | died 
Love, and that I ſhall be Happie, ſuppoſe I never get ano 1nd 
Heaven, but onlie an Eternal laſting Feaſt of that Lose: i tor b 


ſuppoſe my Wiſhes were poor, he is not poor: Chriſt al 


Seaſons of the Year is dropping Sweetneſs : if I had Veſſs 4 


eye | 
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95 and 
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Diſh, even when I am at the Well, can bring little away: Nothi 
but Glory will make Tigat and Faſt our Leaking and Rifty Veſl 
Alas! I have skailed more of Chriſt's Grace, Love, Faith, | 
militie, and Godlie Sorrow, than I have brought with me. H 
little of the Sea can a Child carrie in his Hand, as little dg 


Jeſus. I have not lighted upon the Right Gate of putting Chiif 


the Bank, and making my ſelf Rich with him: My Miſgud . Chi 
and Shildiſh Trafficking with that Matchleſs Pearl, that He et pr 
Jewel, the Jewel of the Father's Delights, nat h put me to a alli, «6 
' Loſs. O that he would take a Luan of me, and my Stock, and indes 
His Name in all my Bonds, and Serve himſelf Heir to the ph a 
mean Portion I have, and be Countable far the Talent himlelf d ſpet 
Gladlie would I put Chriſt in my Room, to guide all: and lei : v 
be but a Servant to run his Errands, and do by his Direction, o not 
me bo his interdicted Heir. Lord Jeſus, Work upon my Minor ad for 
and let him win a Pupil's Bleſſing. Oh how would I Rejoice tdh 1 m 
this Work of my Salvation legallie Faſtened upon Chriſt! at; 
bend of my Lord Jeſus that it ſhould be forth coming to the Mi hat 
phan, ſhould be my 7" e : Dependencie on Chriſt, Me Gil 
my Sureſt Way: it Chriſt were my Bottom, I were ſure enough 


onten! 
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thought 2 of Grace had been no Art; I thought it wo 
ut I would ſpill my own Heaven yet, if I had 

burdened Chriſt with £/? : E but end my bare Name to the ſu 
Covenant: Chrift, behind and before, and on either fide, makf 
all fure : God will not take an Arminian- Cautioner Freewill 
Weather - cock, turning at a Serpents Tongue, a Tutor that cou 
our Father Adam unto us, and brought down the Houſe, and 
the Land, and ſent the Father, and Mother, and all the Bat 
through the Earth to beg their Bread: Nature in the Goſpel b 
cracked. Credit. O! well to my poor Soul for evermore, that 
Lord called Grace to the Council, and put Chriſt Jeſus with! 
Merits, and the Blood of God foremoſt in the Chaſe, to draws 
ners after a Ranſomer, O what a ſweet Rlock was it, by wa 
Buying and Selling, to give and tell down a Ranſom for Grace, 
Glorie to Dyvours ! & would to my Lord, I could cauſe ?: 
and Ink ſpeak the Worth, and Excellencie, the High, and L 
Praiſes of a Brother-ranſomer ! O the Ranſomer needs not 


| Keyort 3 but Oh if he would take it, and make Vſe of - 
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ld be Happie, if I had an Errand to this World, but for ſome 
fears, to ſpread Proclamations and Out- cries, and Lovesletters,. 
the Highneſs (the Highneſs for evermore) the Glorie / the 
lorie for evermore ) of the Ranſomer, whoſe Clothes were wet, 
died in Blood; Howbeit that after I had done that, my 
land Body ſhould go back to the Mother Nothing, that their 
tor brought them once out from, as from their Beginning. But 
by ould 1 Pine away, and Pain my ſelf with Wiſhes, and not 
ere rather, that Chriſt will Hire ſuch an Out-caſt as Iam. a 
terleſs-bodie, put out of the Houſe by the Sons of my Mother, 
give me Employment and a Calling, one way or other, toour © 4 
iſt, and his Wares, to Countrey Buyers, and propoſe Chriſt un- 
and preſs him upon fome poor Souls, that fainer than their 
fe woula Receive him? Ye complain heavilie of you: Shoxt- 
ming in Practice, and venturing on Suffering for Chriſt » Tou 
ue manie Marrows. For the firſt, I would not put you off Senſe 
Wretchedneſs, hold on, Chriſt never yet flew a ſighing groan- 
g Child; more of that would make you Won- goods, and a 
et Prey for Chriſt, Alas, 1 have too little of it! for venturing 
n Suffering 3 1 had not ſo much Free- gear, when I came to 
kiſfi's Camp, as to buy a word, a Wonder that Chriſt ſhould not 
wh at ſuch a Souldier: I am no better yet; but Faith liveth 
Wd ſpendeth upon our Captain's Charges, who is able to Pay for 
: We need not Pitie him, he is Rich enough. Ye deſire me 
o not to Miſtake Chriſt under a Mask ; I bleſs you, and Thank 
od for it; But alas! Masked or Bare-faced Kiſſing or Gloom- 
gl miſtake him! Yea 1 miftake him furtheſt when the Mask 
oft; for then I play me with his Sweetneſs : J am like a Child 
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at hath a Golden Book, that payerk more with the Ribbons, and 


he Gilding, and the Picture in the firſt Page, than Reading the 
ontents of it. Certainlie, if my Defires ro my Welbeloved were- 
ufilled, I could provoke Devils, and Ciofles, and the World, and 
ſentations to the Fields x But Oh my poor Weakneſs makes me 
e behind the Buſh and hide me. Remember my Service and my 
leſing to my Lerd; I am mindful of him as Iam able: Deſire 
im from a Priſoner, to come and viſit my good Maſter, and feel 
the Smell of his Love: it fets him well, howbeit he be Young, 
dmake Chrift his Garland; 1 could not with him in a berter 
iſe, than in a Fever of Love- ſickneſs for Ehriſt : Remember 
by Bonds. The Lord Jeſus be with Your Spirit. 
Aberd. 1637.  Towrs in his ſweet Lard Jeſws, S. R. 
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I WILLAM HALLIDAY, 
Loving Friend; , | | 
ſb] Received Your Letter: I wWiſt ye take pains for Salvation: 
| Miſtaken Grace, and ſomewhat like Converſion, which is not 
1 Converſion, 
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they are Meadows and fair Flowers in your Way to Heaven, al 


Mr. Nut herfoord's yy Exif | 


44 MI. / 3 Ip 
Converſion, is the ſadeſt and moſt doleful thing in the wel d 
Make ſure of Salvation, and lay the Foundation ſure, for m four 
are Begui'ed : Put a low Price upon World's Clay, put a h Cou 
Price upon Chriſt : Temptations will come, but if they be Tim 
made welcome by you, ye have the Beft of it: be jealous ke 
our felf, and your own Heart, and keep Touches with God: there 
* not have a Faint and Feeble Souldier of you : Fear n dell 
Back Chriſt, for he will Conquer and Overcome, let no man S i u. 
Chrift, for L have no Quarrels at his Croſs. He and his Croſs your 
tyo Good Gueſts, and worth the Lodging : Men would fain the! 
Chriſt good cheap, but the Market will not come down; Acqu the 
your 55 with Prayer 3 Make Chriſt your captain and your what 
mour ; Make Cenſeience of ſinning when no Eye ſeeth you, non 
be with you. 5 mY R's leatr 
Em ts Td ho 
” | Tours in Chriſt Jiſus, 8. greg 

| | 35 | with 
ne on ones AED. ea 
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Lo a Gentle-Woman, after the Death Wh 

| | od. 

: her Huſband. glad 
V7 bo | | | | Lord 

Ear and Loving Siſter; I know you are minding you Cole 
Countrey, aud not taking your Inns [ the Place of WM Vith 
Baniſhment ] for your Home; this Life is not worth thin; 
be the Thatch or outer Wall of your Lord Jeſus his Paradiſe, WW ind; 
He did ſweat for to you, and that he kcepeth ſor you: and! Croſ 


and ſandblind were oui Hope, if it could not look over the fair 


ter to our beſt Ferctage, and if it ſtayed onlie at Home about Heat 


Doors of cur Clay houſe. I marvel not, my dear Siſfer tu bim 


e e that ye come ſhort of your old Wreſtlings you had ine 
Bleſſing; and that now you fiad it not ſo: Bairns are but bf vie: 
to learn their Leflon whe i they firſt go to School; and it is enq do th 
that thoſe who Run a Race ſee the Gold onlie at the ſtarting Il | 
and poſſiblie they fee little more of it, or nothing at all, till 
in to the Rinks-end, and get the Gold in the Loof of their 
Our Lord maketh Delicates and Dainties of his ſweet Preſence 
Love: viſits to his own, but Chriſt's Love under a Vail is Loye: 
ye get Criſt, howbeit not the Sweet and pleaſant Way youn( 


have him, it is enough; For the Wel-beloved cometh not out! 


he muſt waile his own Gate himſelf, For Worldlie Thi:gs, f 


in the by=going is ſufficient : He that would Reckon and tel 
the Stones in his Way, ina Journey of three or four Hundred M 
and write up in his Count Book all the Herbs, and Flowers gro 
in his Way, might come ſhort of his Journey : You cannot 


- . 1 W 
iu your Inch of Time to loſe your Day ( ſeing you are in | 


na the Night and your After-noon will not bide you ) in ſetting WU 
our Heart on this vain World : It were your Wiſdom to read your 
Count Book, and to have in Readineſs yeur Buſineſs againſt the 
Time you come to Deaths Water-fide. 1 know your Lodging is We 
taken ; Your Fore-runner Chriſt hath not forgotten that: and ii 
therefore you muſt ſet your felf to One Thing, which ye cannot 
well want. In that our Lord tcok your Husband to himfelf I know 
it was that he might make Room for himſelf : "He cuteth off 
our Love to the Creature, that ye might learn that God onlie is 
theRight Owner of your Love, Sorrow, Loſs, Sadneſs, Death, or 
the worſt Things that are, except Sin: But Chriſt knoweth well. 
what to make of them, and can put his Own in the Croſſes com- 
mon, that we ſhall be obliged to Affliction, ind Thank GOD who: !! 
learned us to make our Acquaintanee with ſich a rough Companion, 
who can hale us to Chriſt: You muſt learn to make Evils, your |} 
teat Good, and to ſpin out Comforts, Peace, Joy, Communion 
with Chriſt, out of your Troubles, that are Chriſt's Wooers ſent to 
ſheak for you to himſelf. It is eaſie to get good Words, and a 
comfortable Meſſage from our LORD, even from ſuch rough Ser- 
jeants, as diverſe Temptations. Thanks to GOD for Croſſes. 
When we Count and Reckon our Lofles in Seeking GOD, we find 1 
Codlineſs is great Gain. Great Partners of a ſhipful of. Gold, are- 
gad to fee the Ship come to the Harbour: Sutelie we and our 1M 
Lord Jeſus together, have a ſhipful of Gold coming home, and our 4 
Gold is in that Ship. Some are ſo in Love ( or rather in Luft | 
vith this Life, that they (ell their part of the Ship, for a little BW 
thing: 1 would Counſel you to buy Hope, but ſell it not, and 
and give not away your Croſſes for nothing; The Inſide of Chriſtis 
Croſs is white and joy ul, and the far End of the black Croſs is a 
fair and glorious Heaven of Eaſe: And ſeing Chriſt hath faſtned 
Heaven to the far End of the Croſs, and he will not Iooſe the Knot © 
himſelf, and none elſe can (for when Chriſt caſteth a Knot, all 
tne World cannot looſe it) let us then count it exceeding Joy, 
wen we fall into divers Temptations. Thus Recommending you. | 
tothe Tender Mercy, and Grace of our LORD, I reſt, | 


— TE Tour Loving Brother, S. R. 
— — — — en IRIS 3 


7 JOHN ' GORDON, 
Of Cardoneſs Younger. 


Honoured and Dear Brother, 5 | ä . 
II Wrote of late to you: Multitudes of Letters Burden me now. 


am Refteſhed with your Letter; 1 eahort you in the 1 
| | O 
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Chin, and betwixt his Breaſts, and dryeth your Face, and welcon 


Keſt, I writ it under my Hand, there are Days coming on Sc, 


Gs Mr, Authorford's Epif. pit 
ot Cluiſt, ſet to work for your Soul, and let theſe bear Weigh 


with Jou, and ponder them ſeriouſly, 1; Weeping and Gnafiing 
of Teeth in Vtter-daiknels, or Heaven's Joy. 2. Think what y 


f N Clit 


would give for an Hour when ye ſhall lie like Dead, Cold, Black 
ned Clay. 3. There is Sand in your Glaſs yet, and your Sun is ng 
gone down. 4. Conſider what Joy. and Peace is in Chriſt's Service 
s. Think what Advantage it will be to bave Angels, the World 
Life, and Death, Croſles, yea and Devils, all for you, as thi 
King's Serjcants and Servants, to do your Buſineſs. 6. To han 
Mercy on your Seed, and a Bleſſing on Four Houſe > 7. Te ha 
true Honour and a Name on Earth, that cafts a ſweet Smell. 
How ye will Rejoice when Chriſt layeth down your Head under hi 


hing i 
| 25 
May f 


Water 


eth you to Glorie and Happinefs ? 9. Imagine, what Pain an 
Torture is a Guiltie Conſcience > What Slaverie to carrie che B. 
vils unhoneſt Loads? 10 Sins Joys are but Night Dreamy 
Thoughts, Vapours, Imaginations and Shadows. . 17. What Dig 
nity it is to be a Son of God? 12. Dominion and Maſtery ole 
Tentations, over the World, and Sin. 13. That your Enemie 
mould be the Tail, and you the Head. For your Bairns now at thei 
Reft, I ſpeak to you and your Wife [ and cauſe her Read thi 
4. 1 am a Witneſs, of Barbara's Glory in Heaven. 2. For th 


land, when barren Wombs and dry Breaſts, and Childleſs Parents 
ſhall be pronounced Bleſſed: They are then in the Lee of the Hat 
bour, ere the Storm come on. 3. They are not Loſt to you, th 
are laid up in Chriſt's Treaſury in Heaven. 4. At the Reſurrectio 


ye ſhall meet with them. there they are ſent before, but not fen To 
away. 5. Your Lord loveth you, who is homelie to Take au 
* Give, Borrow and Lend. 6. Let not Bairns be your Idols, for G0 

b will be jealous, and take away the Idol, becauſe he is greedy 9 1 
our Love wholly. I Bleſs you, your Wife and Children, Gro 

— evermore be with you. Np 5 G * 

Aber:. | Tour. Loving Paſtor, S. R. il 

bo | | 2 outh 
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70 JOHN GORDON, = 


CY "EY 9 3 and P; 
"Of Cardoneſs Elder. nol 


Ononrable and Deareſt in the Lerd, Your Letter hath Refreſh 


tan nt 
my Soul. My Joy is tulfilied, if Chriſt and ye be fat bett 
gether : Yearemy Joy and my Crown: Ye know Ihe 4 


Recommended his Love to you. I Defie the World, Satan, Wl 
Sia, His Love hath neither Brim nor Bottom in it. My Deas 


— 
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miſt, 27. r 77 
curiſt, 1 write my Souls Deſire to you, Heavenis not at the next Wl 
dot; 1 find Chriſtianitie an hard Task, ſet to it in your Evenings Tl (| 
ge would all keep both Chriſt and our right Eye, our right Hand 
nd Foot; but it will not be with us, I beſeech you, by the 
lercies of God, and your Compearance before Chrift, look Chriſt's 
count-Book and your own together, and Collatiun them : Give the 
rmnant of your Soul: This great Idol-god, the World, will be 
ig in white Aſhes in the Day of your Compearance; and why + 
bod Night- dreams, and Day-ſhadows, and Water-froth, and MW 

May flowers run away with your Heart: When we win to the, WW 

water-fide, and black Death's River-brink, and put our Footin il 

he Boat, we fhall laugh at our Follie. Sir, I recommend you unto 

tie Thoughts of Death, and how ye would with your Soul to be, 

zhen ye ſhall lie cold, blew, ill-fmelling Clay. For anie Hireling 

v be intruded, I, being the King's Priſoner, cannot ſay much, but 

x God's Miniſter I deſire you to read, A&s 1. 15, 16. to the 

md, and Ad 6. 2, 3, 4, $+ and ye ſhall find, God's people ſhould 

hve a Voice in Chuſing Church-rulers and Teachers. 1 ſhall be 

ore, if willinglie ye ſhall give way to his unlawful Intruſion upon 

m Labours: The onlie wife God duett you. God's Grace be 

BC 7055 : 
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by 


1 EARLESTOUN YOUNG 


Much Honexred and Welbeloved in the Lord, 


(Race, Mercie and peace be to you. Your Letters give a Daſkto 
my Lazineſs in Writing: I muſſ firſt tell you, there is not ſu cx 
iglaſſie Icy, and ſlipperie Piece of Way betwixt you and Heaven, as 
Iouth ; I have Experience to ſay with, me here, and feal what 1 
aſſet ; the old Aſhes of the Sins of my Youth, are new Fire of 
forrow to me: Lhaveſeen the Devil, as it were, Dead and Buried, 
nd yet Riſe again, and be a worſe Devil than ever he was. There- 
fore, my Brother, beware of agreat young Devil, that hath never 
been Buried, the Devil in his Flowers (I mean, the hot fiery Luſts 
nd paſſions of Youth ) is much to be feared : better yoke with 
mold gray haired, withered, dry Devil; For in Youth he findeth 
Wy Sticks, and dry Coals, and an hot Hearth-ſtone, and how ſoon 
ien en he with his Flint caſt Fire, and with his Bellows blow it up, and 
falt (Mie the Houſe : Sanctified Thoughts, Thoughts made Conſcience 
11.880: and called in, and kept in aw, are green Fewel that burn not, 
u, nnd are a Water for Satans Coal. Yet 1 muſt tell you, the whole 
dea Lins now Triumphant in Heaven, and ſtanding before the Thione, 


4 2 


8 Mr. Nutherfoord's Epiſt. 2 

| are nothing but Chriſt's forlorn and beggarlie Dyvcurs ; What a 

they but a pack ef redeemed Sinners? But their Redemption! 

not onl ie paſt the Seals, but compleated; and yours is on the Whech 

and in doing: All Chriſt's good Bairns go to Heaven with ahbroke 

Brow, and with a crooked Leg. Chriſt hath an Advantage of you 

and I pray you let him have it, he ſhall find Employment for ji 

Calling, in you: If it were not with you as you write, Gr; 

| ſhould find no Sale nor Market in you; but ye muſt be contents 

give Chriſt ſomewhat ado: 1 am glad that he is Imployed that yi! 

| et your bleeding Soul, and your Sotes be put in the Hand of th 

expert Phyſician : Let young and ſtrong Corruptions and hisfe 

Grace be xoked together, and let Chriſt and your Sins deal it he 

| twixt them, 1 will be loth to put you off your Fears and your Senſeo 

= Deadneſs, ( I wiſh it were more) there be fome Wounds of th; 

nature, that their Bleed ing ſl.ould not be foon ſtopped; ye muſt tak 

; a Houſe beſide the Phyſician : It ſhall be a Miracle if ye be theft 
& fick Man he put away Uncured, and worſe than he found you: N. 

nay, Chriſt is honeſt, and in that, Flyting- free with Sinners [Ju 

6. 37. And him that cometh to me, Iwill in no caſe caſi out, | IA 

ye that: It cannot be Preſumption to take that as your own; uhef 
ye find your Wounds ſtound you; Preſumption is ever whole athh 

Heart, and hath but the Truant Sickneſs, and Gro:neth onlie forth 

Faſhion :. Faith hath Senſe of Sickneſs, and looketh like a Prien 

to the Promiſe ; and looking to Chriſt therein, is glad to {ee 

| known Face, Chrift is as full a Feaſt as ye can have to Hunger 

| Nay, Chriſt, I ſay, is not a full Mans Lezvings, his Mercy ſend 

always a Letter of Defyanee to all your Sins, if there were tet 

_ thouſand mo of them. I grant you, it is a hard matter for apo 

1 hungrie Man. to win his, eat upon hidden Chriſt; for then th 

k. Key of his Pantrie Door, and of the Houſe of Wine is a ſeckigg 
| and cannot be had, but Hunger muſt break thorow Iron-locks. 

bemoan them not who can make a Din, and all the Fields ad, 
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For a loſt Saviour: ye muſt let him hear it { to ſay ſo] upo 


both the ſides of his Head, when he hideth himfelf : It is nom et! 
then to be bird- mouth'd and patient. Chrift is rare indeed, and eee 
Delicate to a Sinner; he is a Miracle and World's Wonder, to e Fat 
| feeking and weeping Sinner; but yet tuch à Miracle, as willb{**0" 
ſeen by them, who will come and ſee, the Seeker and Sigher is 4 lake it 
| laſt a Singer and Enjoyer : Nay, I have ſeen a dumb Man get Meat 
| Alms from Chriſt. He that can tell his Tale, and fend ſuch a LH © 
N ter to Heaven, as he hath ſent to Aberdeen, it is very like he vi pars 
come ſpeed with Chriſt, It bodeth God's Mercy to complain hea oth | 
. tilie for Sin. Let wreſtling bewith Chriſt till he ſay, How is it, d . 
bat Icanaet be quit of your Bills, and your miſlearned Arts: A * Ic 
then hope for Chriſt's Bleſſing, and his Bleſſing is better than otbe e te 
; ten Bleſſings. Think not Shame becauſe of your Guiltineſs; Ne *7 h 
ceſſitie muſt not bluſh to beg; it ſtandeth you hard to want Chiiſ 3 


and therefore that which idle On- waiting cannot do, Miſnurturet 3 


- .Crying and Knocking will do, And for Doubtings, beau e Would 
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ls je were long ſince with your Maſter, conſider three Things; 
hat if Chriſt had ſuch tottering Thoughts of the Bargain of 
e new Covenant, betwixt you and him, ,as you have: 
your Heart is not the Compaſs Chriſt ſaileth by : He will 
he you leave to Sing as ye pleaſe, but hewill not Dance to your 
Lf Spring» It is not referred to you and your Thoughts, what 
wit will do with the-Charters betwixt you and him: Your own 
beliet hath Torn them, but he hath the Principal in Heaven 
himſelf ; Your Thoughts are no parts of the New Covenant: 
eams change not Chriſt. 3. Doubtings are your Sins; but the 
«Chriſt's Drugs and Ingredients, that the Phyſician maketh uſe 
forthe Curing of your Pride. Is it not ſuitable for- a Beggar, 
pay, at Meat, God reward che Winners? For then he faith, he 
eth who beareth the Charges of the Houſe, It is alſo meet ye 
ould know by Experience, that Faith is not Nature's ill-gotten 
ard, but your Lord's free Gift, that lay in the Womb of God's 
tee Grace, praiſed be the Winner. I may add a 4th. In the 
ſing of your Bill and your Charters, when they went through 
eMediator's Great Seal, and were concluded, Faith's Advice was 
ot ſoughht: Faith hath not a Vote beſide Chrift's Merits; Blood, 
bod, dear Blood, that came from your Cautioners Helie Bodie, 
wheth that ſure work. The Uſe then which ye have of Faith now, 
having alreadie cloſed with Jeſus Chriſt for ſuſtification) is, to 
ke out a Copie of your Pardon, and fo ye have peace with 
d, upon the Account of Chriſt : For ſince Faith apprehendeth : 
don, but never payeth a pennie for it, no marvel that Salvation 
oth not Die and Live, Ebb or Flow, with the Working of Faith: 
ut becauſe it is your Lord's Honoat to believe his Mercie, and his. 
idelitie, it is infinite Goodneſs in our Lord, that Misbelief giveth - 
IDaſhto our Lord's Glorie, and not to our Salvation, and fo, who 
jerwant (Lea, howbeit God here bear with the want of what we 
je obliged to give him, even the Glorie of his race, by belieying, 
jet ) a poor Covenanted Sinner wanteth not: But if Guiltinels 
gere removed, Doubtings would find no Friend, nor Life; and 
jet Faith is to believe the Removal of Guiltinefs, in Chriſt. A 
aon why ye get leſs now ( as ye think) than before [ as I 
uke it] is, becauſe at our firſt Converſion, our Lord putteth the 
Meat in young Bains Mouths, with his own Hand, but when we 
toy to ſome further perfection, we mult take Heaven by Violence, 
andtake by Violence from Chriſt, what we get; and he can, and 
doth hold, becauſe he will have us to draw. Remember, now ye 
nuſt lire upon violent plucking: Lazineſs is a greater Fault now, 
than long ſince; we love always to have the Pap put in our Mouth. 
Now for my ſels Alas! I am not the Man I go for in this Nation: 
Men have not juſt Weights to Weigh me in. Oh, but 1 am a ſillie 
feckleſs Bod ie, and overgrown with Weeds ; Corruption is rank and 
in me! O;f Iyere auſyerable to this Holie Cauſe, and to. thag 
E Honourable Prince's Love, fer whom I now ſuffer ! If Chriſt 


Would refer the Matter to me, [ in his Preſence I ſpeak it] 1 
e e chi 
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o VU. Rutberfors Eil. 


' think Shame to Vote my own Salvation: 1 think chriſt might} 


. 


ter; I find my (elf a Bag of light Froth ; I would bear no we 


Deed in Ghriſt, if he would win a poor Prifoners Bleſſing for en 


Viſit, and a ſtanding Kiſs, and but, Hew deeſi then! in the! 


Thinkeſ! thou not Shame to claim Heaven, whe does ſo Hrtlaſorit! 
am verie often , that 1 know not whether I fink or ſwim in the 


[bu Vanitie and Nothings weigh in Chriſt's Ballance 7 if 
Lord caſt not in borrowed Weight and Mettal, even Chriſt's Right 
ouſneſs to weigh for me: the Stock I have is not my own, 1; 
but the Merchant that Trafficks with other Folks Goods: if 
Creditor Chriſt would take from me what he hath lene, 1 would 
long keep the Cauſey ; but Chriſt hath made it mine and hi 
Ithink it Manhood to play the Coward, and jouke in the Lee-f 
of Chriſt ; and thus I am not onlie faved from my Enemies, b 
I obtain the Victorie . Iam ſo emptie, that I think it were an A 


more, and fill me with his Love. 1 complain when Chriſt comet 
he cometh alwiſe to fetch Fire, he is ever in Haſte, he may 
tartie ; and poor I, [ a beggarlie Dyvour, ] get but a ſtand 


going. I dare not ſay, he is lordlie, becauſe he is made aui let 
now at the Right Hand of Ged ; or is grown miskenning and in re 


to his poorEriends; [for he cannot make more of his Kiſſes than ti 1ſee 


are worth: ] but I think it my Happineſs to love the Love am 


_ Chriſtzand when he goeth away, the Memorie of his ſweet PreſenceMiifmph i 


like a Feaſt-in a dear Summer. I have comfort in this, that i eth! 
Soul deſiteth that everie Hour of my Impriſonment were a Co his 
p_ of Heayenlie Tongues, te praiſe him on my Behalf ; ho vh; 
eit my Bonds were prolonged for manie hundred Years. O thatliiiicis 
could be the Man,who could procure my Lord's Glorie to flow lik, 4 
full Sea, and blow like a mightie Wind upon all the four Ainhs Wai 
Scotland, Euglund, and Ireland, O if Icould write a Book of Wilinth 
"Praiſes ! Ofaireſt among the Sons of Men, why ſtayeſt thou ei 
long away? O Heavens, move faſt! © Time, run, run, al | 
haſten the Marriage Day, for Love is tormented with Delays ! 
Angels, O Seraphims who ſtand before him, O bleſſed Spirits 
who now ſee his Face, ſet him on high ; for when ye have wo 
your Harps in his Praiſes, all is too little, and is nothing, toc! 
the Smell of the Praiſe of that fair Flower, that fragrant Roſe 
Sharon, through manie Worlds | Sir, take my heartie Comme 
dations to him, and tell him that I am fick of Love, Grace 
with you. | | „ | 


Aberd. June 16. Tours in his ſweet Lo 
1637. Jes, .. 
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To bis Honoured and Dear Brother, 
LEXANDER GORDON 


Deareft and truly Honoured Brother, 5 „ 


ace, Mercie and Peace be to you; I have ſeen no Letter from 
jou ſince 1 came to Aberdeen; I will not interpret it to be For- 

Ineſs. E am here in a fair Priſon, Chriſt is my ſweet and ho- 
table r and his fad and joyful Lord - priſoner, 
may ſpeak ſo.] I think this Croſs becometh me well, and is 
able to me in reſpect of my Dutie to ſuffer for Chriſt; howbeit 
x integard of my deſerving, to be thus Honoured, However it 
Iſee Chriſt is ſtrong, even lying in the Duſt, in Priſon, and in 
ihment., Loſſes and Diſgraces are the Wheels of Chrift's 
mph ing Chariot. In the Sufterings of his own Saints, as he in- 
eth their good, ſo he intendeth his own Glorie, and that is the 
t his Arrows ſhoot at, and Chriſt ſhoots not at the Rovers; he 


hat he purpoſes to hit: Therefore he does make his own u 
eſs and weak Nothings, aud theſe who are the Contempt of 


n, anew ſharp threſhing Inſirument having Teeth, to threſb the 


mains, and beat them ſmall, and te make the hills as chaff, and 


in them, Iſa. 41. 15, 16. What harder Stuff, or harder Grain for 
eſhing out, than high and rockie Mountains? But the Saints 
God's threſhing Inſtruments to beat them all in Chaff: Are 
ot God's Leem Veflels? And yet when they caſt usover an Houle, 
ue not broken in Sheards ; we creep in under our Lord's Wings 
he grea: Shower, and the Water cannot go through theſe Wings. 
ollie then for Men to ſay, This is not Chriſt's Plea, he will loſe 


Wad-f2e, Men are like to beguile him, that were indeed a ſtrange . 


: Nay, Idare pledge my Soul, and lay it in Pawn on Chrift's 
tof it, and be Half-tiner Half- winner with my Maſter. Let fools 
zu the fools laughter, and ſcorn Chriſt, and bid the weeping 
ves in Babylon, ſing us one of the ſongs of Zion, play a Spring to 
kr up your ſad hearted God: We may ling upon Lucks-head 
fre hand, even in our Winter Storm, in the Expectation of a Sum- 
tur at the Turn of the Year : no created Powers in Hell or out 
Hell can mar our Lord Jeſus his Muſick, nor ſpill our Song of 


let us then be glad and rejoice in the Salvation of our Lord, 


fath had never yet Cauſe to have wet checks, and hinging down 


*, or to droup ot die: What can ail Faith, ſeing * wc 
| exet 
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52 . Mr, Rutherſords Epi, 


Prepared for the Day of Slaughter, go Dancing and Singing gy 
to the black Chambers of Hell; and why ſhould we zoel 


10. 1 
on, Pſal. 18. 46. None have right to joy but we; for Joy iso 
childten of this World have much Robbed Joy that is not well eo 


Our leal- come, and lawtullic N rpg Joy. My dear Brother, 


Box of Spikenard upon the Head of his poor Priſoner, and it ish 


the happieſt hard Tree that ever was laid upon my weak foil 


Couple. My Priſon is my Palace, my Sorrow is with Child of ] 


mend Chriſt, and Tune his Praites aright ! O if I could ſet 
_ Tongues in Great Britain and Ireland to work, to help me toſ 
new Song of my welbeloved ! O if 1 could be a Bridge ore 
Water, for my Lord Jeſus to walk upon and keep his Feet dy 


Art and incomparable Wiſdom in ys, who ſcan bi 


not true. It would content me to give, howbeit he ſhonld * 0 


fereth himſelf, (with Reverence to him be it ſpoken ) 1, 
commanded by it. and Chriſt commandeth all things? Faithy 
Dance, becauſe Chriſt sings; and we may come in the Quite, 
lift up cur hoarſe and rough Voices, and chit | 
ſing, and ſhont for Joy with our Lord Jeſus. We ſce Ox 
to the Shambles leaping and ſtartling ; We fee God's fed Oy 


Weeping; as if we were like to fall down thorow the Earth ford 
God were dead ( if I may ſpeak fo, with Reverenc 
him who liveth for ever and ever) and Chriſt buried, and i 
among the Worms, we might have Cauſe to look like d 
Folks ; but, the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be the rock of our ſal; 


for us, and an ill Summer or Harveſt will not ſpill the Cropt. 


It is no good Sport they laugh at, they ſteal Joy as it were from 
for he comman&&<h them ro mourn and howl : Then let usc| 


cannot but ſpeak what 1 have felt, ſe'-g my Lord Jeſus hath btoꝶ 


to hide a ſweet Smell; it is a pain toſmother Chriſt's Love 
will be out, whether we will ot not. If we did but ipeax accotd 
to the Matter, a Croſs for Chriſt ſhould have another Nam: ; ! 
a Croſs, eſpeciallie when he cometh with his Arms full of Joyy 


Chriſt and his Croſs together are ſweet. companie and a ble 
my Loſſes ate rich Loſſes, my Pain eaſie Pain, my heavie Days 
Holie and Happie Days. I may tell a new Tale of Chriſt to 
Friends. Oh if I could make a Love-Song of him, and coulda 


if my poor bit Heaven could go betwixt my Lord- and dae 
and Diſhonour ! [C upon condition he loved me.] O that 
Heart could ſay this word, and bide by it for ever! Is it not gt 


forth ſuch fair Apples, out of this crabbed Tree of the Cto 
Nay, my Father's never enough admired Providence, can mak 
fait Feaſt out of a black Devil: nothing can come wrong tot 
Lord in his ſweet Working. I would even fall ſound aſleep in Ch 
Arms, and my ſinful Head on his Holie Breaſt, while he Kiſſethn 
were it not that often the Wind turneth to the North, and whites 
ſweet Lord Jeſus, is, ſo chat he will neither give nor take, bol 
nor lend with me. I complain he is not ſocial, I half call him pf 
and lotdlie of his Companie, and nice of his Looks, which je 


) rot, 29% Letters; 53 
aild be content to want his Kiſſes at ſuch times, providing he 
1rp abe Content to come near hand and take my werſh, dry and 
leſs Kiſſes + But at that time he will not be entreated, but lets 
fed O or Soul ſtand ſtill and knock, and never let on him that he 
ing a eth; And then the old Leavings and broken Meat, and 
0 Hen $ighs, are greater Chear than I can tell: All I have then is, 
1 for WM howbeit the Law and Wrath have gotten a Decreet againſt me, 
erence lippen that meckle Good in Chrift, as to get a Suſpenſion, and 
nd bring my caule in reaſoning again before my Welbeloved : x 
ke ie but to be Heard. And at laſt he is content to come, and a- 
the Matter with a Fool, and forgive freelie, becauſe he is God. 
visit Men would Glorifie him, and taſte of Chriſt's Sweetneſs, 
ber, ye have need to be buſie with Chriſt, for this Whoriſh= 
elle: 1 fear Chriſt caſt Water upon Scotland's coal; nay, I know 
m inst and his Wife will be Heard, he will plead tor the broken 
us venant. Arm you againſt that Time. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. June 16. | Durs in his ſweet Lora, 


toe 

t ish 163 6. Jens, S. R. 

We; | | | 
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the Lady KILCONQUHAIR. 
we MIS T R K EL. | 

140 Raze, Mercy and Peace be to You : Tx am glad to hear that 


you have Your Face homeward towards your Father's Houſe, 
now when ſo many ate for a Home nearer hand: But your 
oreWſo:d calleth you to another Life and Glory, than is to be found 


y | Wc avay : And therefore 1 would counſel you to make Sure the 
ben barters and Rights, which ye have to Salvation. You came to 
1 is Life about a neceſſary and weighty Buſineſs, to Triſte with Chriſt 
te ent your precious Soul, the Eternal Salvation of it: This is the 


wlt neceſſarie Buſinels ye have in this Life; and your other adoes, 
de this, are but Toys and Feathers, and Dreams, and Fancies; 
is is in the greateſt Haſte and ſhould be done firſt. Means are 
kd in the Goſpel to draw on a Meeting betwixt Chriſt and you: 
e neglect your part of it, it is as if you would Tear the Son- 
itt before Chriſt's Eyes, and give up the Match, that there ſhall 
Keno more communing of that Buſineſs, I know other Lovers be- 
lle Chriſt are in Suit of you, and your Soul wants not manie 
ooers; bur pray you make a chaſt Virgin of your Soul, and let 
love but One : Moſt wotthie is Chriſt alone of all your Souls 
We ; howbeit your Love were higher than the Keaven, an 
ker than the loweſt of this Earth, and broader than this Werld. 
ate, alas! too manie, make a common Strumpet of their Soul, 
ln ererie Lover that cometh to the Houſe, Marriage with CO: 
| wou 


54 Mr. Rutherford s Epiſt. 
- would put your Love, and you Heart by the Gate, out of the jy 
and out of the Eye of all other Unlawful Suiters 3 And then; 

' Jad arcadic Anſwer for all others, J am already promiſed ay, 
Chriſt, the Match is concluded, my Soul hath a Husband alreagy 

it cannot have two Hasbands. Oh if the World did but knoy yi 

a Smell the Ointments of Chriſt caſt, and how Raviſhing his Ben 

| even the Beauty of the Faireſt of the Sons of Men 1s, and 
gweet & Powerful his Voice is, the Voice of that One Welbelgy 

0 Certainlie where Chriſt cometh, he runneth away with the 9 

. 
F 


Love, ſo that they cannot Gemmand it. I would far ratherle 
but thorow the Hole of Chriſt's Door, to ſee but the one Half 
his Faireſt, and moſt comelie Face, ( for_he looketh'| 
Heaven) ſuppoſe I ſhould never win in to fee his Excellencieq 
Glorie to the Full, than to enjoy the Flower, the Bloom, 
| | chiefeſt Excellencie of the Glorie, and Riches of ten Woll 
Lord ſend me for my Part but the meaneſt Share of Chriſt, tha 
; be given to anie of the Indwellers of the New Feraſalem; h 
know my Lord is no Niggarg : He can, and becometh him vel 
give more, than my Narrow Soul can receive. If there weren 
Thoufand Thoufand Millions of Worlds, and as manie Heavens 
of Men and Angels, Chriſt would not be pinched to ſupplie alle 
Wants, and to fill us all. Chriſt is a Well of Life, but who kng 
how deep it is to the Bottom? This Soul of ours hath Love, a 


at pal; 
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cannot but Love ſome Fair One: And O what a Fair One, wha WW M 
. f Only One, what an Excellent Lovely Raviſhing One is EWF 
Fut the Beauty of Ten Thoyſand Thouſand Worlds ef Parade. f 
linke the Garden of Eden in one : Put all Trees, all Flowers, i" 
{: Smells, all Colours, all Taſtes, all Joys, all Sweetneſs, all Loe 

| lineſsin one, O what a Fair and Excellent Thing would that be 
aud yet it ſhould be leſs, to that Faic and Deareſt Welbeloved Chilli: .* 
than one Prop of Rain to the whole Seas, Rivers, Lakes, and Fou, 
rains of Ten Thouſand Earths. O but Chriſt is Heaven's Wond f 
and Earth's Wonder! What Marvel that his Bride ſaith, Cant. i" 
v. 16. He is altegether Lovely Oh that black Souls will nA: 


come, and fetch all their Love to this Fair One ! Oif 1 could i | 
vite and perſwade Thouſands, and Ten Thouſand times Ten Tho. 
Aand of Adam's Sons, to flock about my Lord Jeſus, and td con 
and take their Fill of Love! Oh pity, for evermore, that the 
ſhould be ſuch an One as Chriſt Jeſus, ſo Boundleſs, ſo Bottomleſi. 
and ſo Incomparable in infinite Excellencie, and Sweetneſs, and Wil. 
Few to take him. Oh! oh! ye poor, dry and dead Souls, why wil. 
ye not come hither with your toom Veſlels and your empty Soul 
to this Huge, and Fair, and Deep, and Sweet Well of Life, and fil 
all your toom 'Vellels ! Oh that Chriſt ſhould be ſo Large i 
Sweetneſs, and Worth, and we ſo Narrow, fo Pinched, ſo Eb 
and ſo Void of all Happineſs, and yet Men will not take him! The 
loſe their Love Miſerablie, who will not beſtow it upon this Lovelt 
1 One. Alas ! theſe Five Thouſand Years, Adam's Fools, hi 
water Heirs, have been waſting and layiſhing out their Love, 8 
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WAX Letters) 5g 
n Affections upon black Lovers, and black Harlots, upon Bits 
lad Creatures, and broken Idols, upon this and that feckleſs 
ure, and have not brought their Love, and their Heart to Je- 
0 pitie, that Fairneſs hath ſo few Lovers! O wo, wo to 
Fools of this World; who run by Chriſt to other Lovers ! 
\\fiſerie, milerie, miſerie, that Cemelineſs can ſcarce get three 
Mar Hearts in a Town, or a Countrie ! Oh that there is fo much 
en, and 1o much Written, and fo much Thought of Creature- 
Mie, and ſo little Spoken, ſo little Written, ſo little Thaught of my 
at, and Incomprehenſible, and Never-enough- wondered at 
b JESUS. Why ſhould I not curſe this Forlorn, and Wretched 
id, that ſuffererh my LORD JESUS to lie his alone O Dam- 
souls! O miskenning World! O Blind! OBeggatlie and 
gr Souls! O bewitched Fools! what aileth you at Chriſt, that 
gun ſo from him ? I dare not Challenge Providence, that 
e are lo few Buyers, and ſo little Sale for ſuch an Excellent One 
Chriſt. O the Depth, and O the Hight of my LOR D's Ways, 
it paſs finding out. But Oh if Men would once be Wiſe, and 
fall ſo in love with their own Hell, as to paſs by Chriſt, and 
en him! But let us come near, and fill our ſelves with 
wt, and let his Friends Drink, and be Drunken, and Satisfie 
: Hollow and Deep Deſires with JESUS, Oh. come all and Drink 
is Living Well 3 come Drink and Eive for evermore, come 
ink and Welcome: Welcome, ſaith our Faireſt Bridegroom : 
2 Man getteth Chriſt with ill Will ; No Man cometh and is 
Welcome: No Man cometh and Rueth his Voyage All 
n ſpeak Well of Chrift, who have been at him; Men and 
weis who know him, will lay more than I dow do, and think 
we of him than they can ſay. O if 1 were miſted and bewil- 
d in my LOKD?s Love! Oh if I wer? Fettered and Chained to 
| © ſweet Fain to be Fained for a Sight of him! 0 living 
4h! O good Decih! O lorelie Death to die for Love of JESUS! 
that 1 ſhould Have a fore Heat and a pained Soul, for the 
ning of the Love of this and that Idol. * Wo, wo to the Miſ- 
in; of my Miſcarrying Heart, that gapes and crieth for Srea- 
le and is not Pained, and Cutted and Tortured, and in Sorrow 
[the Want of a Soul's-flil of Chriſt, Oh that thou would'ſt 
e near my Beloved 3 O my Faireſt One, why ſtandeſt thou 
"WW: * Come hither that I may be Satiate with thy Excellent 
„! O for an Union! O tor a Feliowſhip with TESUS ! © 
could buy wich a Price that Lovelie One, ſuppoſe Hells Tor- 
Kats for a while were the Price [ I cannot believe but Chriſt will 
e upon his pained Lovers, and come and Eaſe Sick Hearts, who 
and Swoond for the Want of Chliſt: ho dow bide Chriſt's 
veto be Nice? What Heaven can there be liker to Hell, than 
luft, and Grein, and Dwine, and fall a Swoon for Chriſt's Love, 
to want it? Is not this Hell and Heaven woven thorow other? 
not this Pain and Joy, Sweetneſs and Sadneſs to be in one Web. 
* one the Woft, the other the Warp? Therefore 1- cons 
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306 VM. Rugherfoord's Epiſt. 
Chriſt would let us, meet, and joyn together, the Seul and C1; 
others Arms. O what Meeting is like this, to fee Blackneſz; 
Beauty, Contemptibleneſs and Glory, Highnels and Baſeneſs, ey 
a Soul and Chriſt Kiſs one another! Nay, but when all is gg 
I may be wearied in Speaking and Writing; But O how far ai a; 
from rhe Right Expreſſion of Chriſt or his Love? I can ney! 
Speak, nor Write FReung, Taſting, nor Smelling ; come Feel, 
Smell, and Taſte Chriſt and his Love, and ye ſhall call it me Brace 
than can be ſpoken : To write how ſweet the Honey- comb iz 
not ſo Lovelie as to Eat and Suck the Honey- comb: one Nig 
Reſt in a Bed of Love with Chriſt, will ſay more than Heart 
think, or Tongue can utter. Neither need we fear Croſſez 
Sigh, or be Sad for anie Thing that is on this ſide of Heaven, 
we have Chriſt : our Croſſes will never draw Blood of the ] 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and Peace of Conſcience ; our Joy is laid 
in ſuch a High Place, as Temptations cannot climb up to take 
down : Thijs World may boaſt Chriſt, but they dare not ſtile 
or it they ſtrike, they break their Arm in fetching a Stroke pt 
a Rock. O that we could put our Treaſure in Chriſt's Hand, à 
give him our Gold to keep, and our Crown Strive, Miſtreſs, 
throng thorow the Thorns of this Life to be at Chriſt : Loſe n 
Sight of him in this Cloudy and Dark Day ; Sleep with hin 
your Heart in the Night: Learn not at the World to ſerve Ch 
bor ask himſelf the Way; the World is a falſe Copie and 
Lying Guide to follow. Remember my Love to your Husbang; 
wiſh all to him 1 have written here. The ſweet Preſence, thelon 
laſting Good-Will of our GOD, the Warmly and Lovely Comfol 
of our LORD JESUS be with you. Help me his Priſoner in yo 
Prayers; For 1 Remember You, _ N 


Ti 


Aberd. Auguſt $, | Yuri in bis ſweet Ly M 
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To the Lady FORRET = 
Worthy Miffreſa, | | * 


| == | 3 L nc 
FA Race, Mercy and Peace be to You: I long to hear from Tot 


; ge en; 

I hear Chriſt hath been that Kind as to viſite you with Siciii1 ; 

neſs, and to bring you to the Door of the Grave, but iſe: 1 

found the Door ſhut ( Bleſſed be his Glorious Name) while hin; 


e Riper forEternitie z He will have more Service of you, an 
therefore he ſeeketh of you. that henceforth ye be Honeſt t 
your new Husband, the Son of God. We have all Idol-love, an 
are whoriſhlie inclined to love other things beſide our Lord; 4 
therefore our Lord hunteth for our Love, moe ways than one 0 
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9 1 80 I | ey ee, | ID. 
ch hat Chriſt had his Qwp. of us.: I know hexill not wane 

MT; 0d chat is a ra 2A 2 _ Love; Ho ye have as 
od Cauſe on the other patt,to ead:firong and Peremptorie in 
r Love to Cha and not to part ot divide your Eber 
mand the World : If it were more, it is little enough, yea 
\ little for Shriſt. L. am now everie way in geod Terms with 
llt, he hath ſet a Baniſhed Priſoner as a Seal on his Heart, and as 
waceleton his Arm: That crabbed and black Tree of the croſs 
us upon me now : The Alarming Noife of the croſs js worſe 
ſelf. I love Chriſt's Glooms better than the World's Worm- 
ten Joys. Oh if all the Kingdom were as I am, except theſe . 
«ds | My Loſs, is Gain; my Sadneſs, Joyful j 1 Bonds, 
deny; my Tears, comfortable. This World is not worth a Drink 
cold Water. O but Chriſt's Love caſts a great Heat Hell and 
[the salt Sea and the Rivers of the Earth cannot Quench it: I 
member you to GOD; Ye have the Prayers of a Priſoner of 
Liſt ; Grace, grace be with You. | | 


Aberd. March 9. Tours in his feet Lora 
| 1637 | _ Jeſus, S. R. 


To the Lady K AS KIB ERK T. 


th | MAD A M, 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to Tou: I long to hear how your 
La: is: I know not how to requite your La: Kindneſs, 
but your Love to the Sainte, Madam, is laidup in Heaven. 

now it is for your Welbeloved Chriſt's ſake, that ye make his 
ends ſo Dear to you, and concern your (elf ſo much in them, I 

in this Houſe of my Pilgrimage everie way in good caſe; Chrift 
dſt Kind and Loving to my Soul; It pleaſeth him to Feaſt with 

ſeen conſolations a Stranger and àn Exiled Priſoner, and I 

| L not Exchange my. Lord Jeſus, with-all-the-comfort-out of 
n TolWen ; His Yoke 15 Eaſie, and his Burden Light. This is his 
„Sc no Suffer for; For he hath Sealed it with his Bleſſed hre- 


but i: 1 know Chuiſt wall yer win the Day; and gain the Batre) in 
vs ” land. Grace be with you, 7 
* Aberd. March Ty 6h Tours in bis ſweet Lord 


A Feſus, 8, R. 
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„ul. Aubrrſord's Fp. 35 
Jo A. JAMES BR UC} 
Mini ter of the Goſpel. 


| Reverend and welbeleved Brother; . 
ace, Mercy and Peace be to you : Upon the neareſt Acqu 
9 tance, that we are Father's Children, I thought good tout 
to you. Mycaſe in my Bonds, for the Honour of my Rc 
Prince and King Jeſus, is as good as becometh the Witneſs of fi 
« r King. At my firſt coming hither, I was in great He 

| neſs, wreſtling with challenges, being Burdened in Heart, { 1 

em yet] for my Silent Sabbaths, and for a Bereft People; Yo 
ö Ones new- born [03g you from the Breaſts, and the childrensT; 
drawn. I thought I was a dry Tree caft over the Dike of thei 
yard: But my ſecret conceptions of Chriſt's Love, at his Sl 4 
and Long - deſired Return to my Soul, were found to be a Lye 
Chriſt's Love Forged by the Tempter, and my own Heart; An 
am perſwaded that it was ſo: Now there is greater Peace and 
evnitie within than before: The court is Raiſed-and Diſmiſſed; 
it was not Fenced in GOD's Name: I was far Miſtaken, who fic 
have Summoned Chriſt for Unkindneſs, miſted Faith, and my 
ver conceived a Miſs of him $+ Now, now, he is pleaſed toFt 
a podrPriſoner, and to Refreſh me with Joy unſpeakable and G 
tious: So as the Holy Spirit is Witneſs, that my Sufferings are 
Chriſt's Truth: And God forbid I ſtould deny the Teftimonid 
the Holy Spirit, and make him a falſe Witneſs, Now I Teſt 
under my Hand, out of ſome ſmail Experience, that Chri 
eraſe [even with;the croſs, ] is better than the King's Croi 
and that his Reproaches are ſweet, his cxoſs perſumed, the Wall 
my Priſon fair and large, my Loſſes Gain. I defire you, my 4 
Brother, help me to Praiſe ; and Remember me in your Pr; 
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30 GOD. ; Grace, race be with 7. i 
Alerd. March 1g — | Tours in wr Md 
1937. | | Jeſus, 8.1 my 
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To the Lady EARLSTOUNE 
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| Race, Mercy aud Peace be to You : I long to hear how you ebe 
, & proſpereth, IExhort vou to gon in your Journey: PE 


7 — 5 aa. "iis 
is mort, and your Afternoon Sun will ſoon go down; 
an End of your Accounts with your Lord: For Death and 
ment are Tides that bide no Man: Salvation is ſuppoſed to be 
te Door, and Chriſtianity is thought an eaſie Task, but I find 
lud, and the Way Strait and Narrow, were it not that my Guide 
ontent to wait on me, and to care fora Tired Traveller. Hurt 
our conſcience with any known Sin: Let your children be 
o many Flowers, borrowed from GOD : if the Flowers Die 
yither, thank God for a Summers-loan of them, and keep good 
zhbourhood, to Borrow and Lend with him. Set your Heart 
Heaven, and Trouble not your Spirit with this Clay-Idol of the 
ld, which is but Vanity, and hath but the Luſtre of the Rain- 
vin the Air, which cometh and goeth with a flying March- 
et: Clay is the Idol of Baftards, not the Inheritance of the 
dren, My Lord hath been pleaſed to make manie unknown 
SW laugh upon me, and hath made me well content of a borrawed 
ide, and a borrowed Bed: I am Feaſted with the Joys of 
Holy Ghoſt, and my Royal King bears my Charges Honourablie, 
re the ſmell of Chriſt's ſweet Breath, better than the World's 
11; 1 would 1 had Help to praiſe him. The great Meſſenger of 
Covenant, the Son of GOD eſtabliſ You on your Rock, and 
jou to the Day of his coming. | . | 


—— 


led; Wl Lierd. March 7. Wars in his ſweet Lord 
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> CARL ETO UN. 
Worthy and much Henesred, 


ace, Mercy and Peace be to You, I received your Letter from 
my Brother, to the which I now Anſwer particularlie. I con- 
fels two things of my ſelf. Firſt, Wo, wo is me, that Men 
ud think there is anie hing in me: He is my Witneſs before 
m am as Gryſtal, that the ſecret Houſe Devils, that bear me 
oft companie, and that this Sink of corruption which I find 
lin, makes me go with low Sails: And if others ſaw what 1 ſee, 
would look by me, but not to me. 2. Iknow this Shower of his 
Grace behoved to be on me, otherways I would have withered. 
bow alſo, I have need of a Buffet ing Tempter, that Grace may 
nt to Lxerciſe and Ikept low. Worchie and Dear Brother in our 
(Jeſus, I write that from my Heart which ye now Read, 1. I 
uch that Chriſt, and ſweating, and ſighing under his croſs, is 
tter tome by far, than all the Kingdoms in the World could poſ- 
lebe, 2. If Lou and my Deareſt Acquaintance in Chriſt, reap 
ektuit by my Suffering, let me be weighed in GOD's even Bal- 
5 Ea lanuce, 


w your] 
J 


— — 
— on Se eeeegan 


"Ghrift's Hands in Suffering for him. 4. For theſe preſent Ti 


of the Red Wine of the Wrath of GOD Almighty in the LORI 


1 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt.; 

lance, if my joy be not fulfilled: What am I to carrie the y; 
of ſuch a great King? But howbeit I am a Sink and ſinful y 
eee captive of Sin; My Lord Jeſus can hew Heaven oil 
worſe Timber than I am ( if worſe can be.) 3. I no Rei 
with Joy unſpeakable and Glorious, that 1 never purpoſed toh 
"Chriſt, nor the leaſt Hoof orHair-breadth of Truth under Trif; 
1 deſired to have and keep Chriſt all alone, and that he mould ge 
rub clothes with that black Skin'd Harlet of Reme, I am no! 
lie payed home, ſo that nothing aileth me for the preſent, 
Love Sickneſs for a real Poſſeſſion of my Faireſt Well-beloyeg 
"would give him my Bond under my Faith and Hand, to friſt Hey 
an hundred Years longer, ſo being he would lay his Holy Facety 


{ometimes Wet Checks. Oh, who would not pitie me, to Mt 
how fain I would have the King ſhaking the Tree of Life upon n. 
or letting me in to the Well of Life with my old Diſh, that im 0 
be Drunken with the. Fountain, here, in the Houſe of my H 


mage ! I cannot, nay I would not, be quit of Chriſt's Love. 
hath left the Mark behind him where he Gripped : He goeth a 
and leaveth me and his burning Love to wreſtle together, andiq 
ſcarce win my Meat of his Love beeauſe of Abſence ; My 
giveth me but hungrie half kiſſes, which lerve to feed pain and 
creaſe Hunger 3 but do not ſatisfie my Deſires: His dieting 
my Soul for this Race maketh me lean, I have gotten the 
and Choice of Chriſt's croſſes, even the Tithe and the Flower oft 
Gold of all croſſes, to bear witneſs to the Truth; And herein 
I Libertie, Joy, Acceſs, Life, Comſoit, Love, Faith, Submiſli 
Fatience” and Reſoliition to take Delight in On-waiting : Andi 
all in my Race he hath come near me, and let me ſee the Gold: 
.Crown : What then want I but Fruit ion and Real Enjoyment, w 
is reſeryed to my Countrey? Let no Man think he ſhall loſe 


they are moſt Dangerous: For People ſhall be ſtollen off th 
Foer with well waſhen, and white-skin'd pretence of Indiſern 
but it is the Power of the great Antichriſt working in this La 
Mo, wo, wo be to Apeſtate Scotland : There is Wrath and 


Hand, that they ſhall Drink, and Spue, and Fall, and not Riſe 
gain. The Star, called Nermwood and Gall, is fallen in the Fot 
tains and Rivers, and hath made them bitter: The Sword of 
LORD is fourbiſhed againſt the Idol- ſnepherds of the Land: 
men mall Bleſs the Barren Womb and Miſearrying Breaſts : 
Hearts ſhall be Faint, and all Knees ſhall Tremble: An End 
coming: The Leopard and the Lion ſhall watch. over our cit! 
Houſes great and fair ſhall be Peſolate without an Inhabite 
The LORD hath faid, Pray wo? for this People, for I have taken 
Peace from them: Yer the LOR D's Third Part ſhall come throught 
Fire, as refined Gold for the Treaſure of the LORD, and theC 
caſts of $cot/and ſhall be gathered together again, and the Wilt 
Ads Mall bloſſom as the Flower, and bud, and: grow as the N. 


| am here aflaulted with the Learned and Pregnant Wits of this 


no om But all Honour be to my LORD, Truth but laugheth at 

Rei ned and blinded Scribes, and Diſputers of this World; and 
to boo Wiſdom confoundeth them, and Chriſt triumpheth in his 
"ri: $1093 Truth, that ſpeaketh for it ſelf, 6. I doubt not. but my Lord 


ent, all be pleated to call me to: neither ſaall the laſt black faced 
ved. Inger, Death, be holden at the Door, when it ſhall knock, If 
Heu Lord will take Honour of the like of me, how glad and joyful 
de to 


l 10 Scul be! Let Chriſt come out with me to an hotter Battel 


n this, and 1 hall fear no Fleſh, I know that my Maſter will 


dun che Day, and that he hath taken the Ordering of my Suſlerings 
Im soon Hand. 7. As for my Deliverance, that miſcartieth ; 1 
kg ere, by my Lord's Grace, to lay my Hand on my Mouth, to be 
ve, t and wait on: My Lord Jeſus is on his Journey for my De- 
th eance; I will not grudge that he runneth not fo faſt as Iwould 
nde ehim: On-waiting till the ſwelling Rivers fall, and till my 
My LO aciſe as a Mightie Man after ſtrong Wine, ſhall be my beſt : 1 
ande not yet reſiſted to Blood. 8. O how often am I laid in the 


it, and urged by the Tempter [ who can ride his own Errands 


tbuild their Neſt inthe Kirk of Auwsth, and of my dumb Sab- 
jbs, my ſorrowful bleired Eyes look afquint upon Chriſt, and 
ent him as angry. But in this Trial, all Honour to our Ciincelic, 


old Reyal King, Faith ſaileth fair before the Wind, with Top: ſail 

t, v 2nd carcieth the poor Paſlenger through, I lay Inhibitions up- 

Hoe ay Thoughts, that they receive no Slanders of my onlie, onlie 

* oyed : Let him even fay out of his own Mouth, There is u- 
tt 


yet Iwill Die in that fweet Beguile, Ie is not e: I ſhall ſee 
0088 {2/vatien of Gad. Let me be deceived reatiie, and never vun to 
1s Lu Land, it is my Joy to believe under the Water, and to Die with 
nd ti in my Hand gripping Chriſt: let my conceptions of Chriſt“s 
LOR i go to the Grave with me, and to Hell with me, I may not, 

ate got Quite them. I hope to keep Chriſt's Pawan : if he never 
he Folie to lcole it, let him ſee to his own Fromile. I know, Preſump- 


rd of Wii, howbeit it be made of Stoutneſs, will not thus be wilful 
: beavie Trials. N ow, my deareſi in Chriſt, the great Meflenger of 
ts (Covenant, the onlie wite and alluthicient Fehevah eftabiiſh you 


n End the end. I hear the Lord bath been at your Houſe, and hath 


u cite home your Wife to her Reſt. I know, Sir, ye ſce the Lord 
ung the Pins of your Tabernacle, and wooing your Love from 
taten plaiticred and over-gilded World; and calling upon you, to 

er yourſelf readie to go to your Fsther's Countrie, which 
be a ſueet Fruit of that Viſitation. Ye know, 10 ſend the Com- 


Wucher vas a King's Word when he aſcended on High : Ye have 
the Mam to, and Intereſt in chat Promiſe. Remember my Love in Chriſt | 


E 3 | to 


VVV 51 


{jar0n, and great ſhall be the Glorie of the LORD upon Scetland. 


meparing me for heavier Trials: I am moſt zeadie at the good 
lure of my Lord, in the Strength of his Grace, for anie ching 


in our lying Apprehenſions,] to fin againſt the unchangeable 
er oheof my Lord. When I think upon the Spariows, and Swallows 
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his long ly ing at the Water fide, is, that he may look his Paper, | 


* multiplied ſaving Conſolations, all Joy and Faith in Chrig, 


I Ever loved, ( ſince J knew You, ) that little Vine-yard of 


on our Lor 


Saints, I give you a feckleſs Tree-ſwyord in your Hand, and that 


N 
3 2 » 
"I 7 
1 74 
7 f 
E i ? 


to your Father: Shew him, it is late and black Night with j; 


he take ſhipping, and be at a Point for his laſt Anſwer before 
Judge-and Lord. All Love, all Mercie, all Grace, and Peace, 


Stabilitie and confirming Strength of Grace, and the Good-yij 
Him that dwelt in the Buſh be with ou. 9 85 


Aberd. 15. June. Tear anwerthy Brother in hi; Ir 
| 1637. | Lord Feſus, N. 
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To MARION McKNAUGH 


Worthy and deareſſ in the Loyd, 


Lord's planting in Galloway ; But now much more, (inc 

have heard that he, who hath his Fire in Zion, and his Fun: 
in Fernſalem, hath been pleaſed to ſet up a Furnace amongſt yd 
with the firſt in this Kingdom: He who makes Old Things N. 
ſeeing Scotland an old droſſie and ruſted Kirk, is beginning to mi 
a New clean Bride of her, and to bring a young chaſte Wife to hit 
ſelf out ot the Fire. This Fire ſhall be Quenched, ſo ſoon as Cht 


hath brought a clean Spouſe thorow the Fire: Therefore, my de 
Y Beloved in the Lord, fear not a Worm + Fear not worm Jac 


Chrift is in that Plea, and fhall win the Plea : Charge an un 


. leving Heart, under the Pain of Treaſon againſt our Great 4 


9 Jeſus, to Dependence by Faith, and quiet On- wait 
: Get you in to your Chambers and ſhut the Do( 
about you: In, in with ſpeed to your Strong-hold ye Priſoners 


Hope, ye Doves flee in to Chriſt's Windows, till the Indignation 


over, and the Storm be paſt 1 Glorifie the Lord in your Sufferin 


and take his Banner of Love and ſpread over you; others wiilf 


low you, if they {ee you Strong in the Lord; Their courage fl 
take Life from your Chriſtian carriage z look up and ſee who 


cbming, lift up your Head, he is coming to Save, in Garmentsd 
| in Blood; and travelling in the Greetneh of his Strength. I lauf 
1 ſmile, 1 leap for Joy, to ſee Chriſt coming to Save ycu ſo qui 


lie: O ſuch wide ſteps as Chriſt taketh ! Three or four Hills 
but a ſtep to him; he skipperhover the Monntains + Chriſt hi 
ſet a Battel berwixt his poor weak Saints and his Enemies; 
waileth the Weapons for both Parties, and faith to the Enemi 
Take you a Sword of Steel, Law, Authoritie, Parliaments, 
Kings upon your fide, that is your Armour : And he ſaith to] 
Sufteting, receiving of Strokes, ſpoiling of your-Goods, and vi 
| | 1 —— 


Wriſt, 35% Ee 
ur {xce-tword ye ſhall get and gain the Victorie. Was not 
it dragged through the Ditches of deep Diſtreſſes, and great 


knits? And yet Chriſt, who is your Kead, hath win through 
mh his Eife, howbeit not with a whole Skin. Ye are Chriſt's 


ace, | : ; 2h © Shae f 
fil, J enders, and he is drawing his Members thorow the Thornie 
dinge up to Heaven after him; Chriſt one Day will not have ſo 


ch as a pained Toe 3 but there are great Pieces, and Portions 
of Chriſt's Myſtical Bodie, not yet within the Gates of the great 
gh Citie, the New Feruſalem, and the Dragon will ſtrike at Shriſt, 
ſolong as there is one Bit or Member of Chriſt's Bodie out of Hea- 
"en, 1 tell you, Chriſt will make New Work out of Old fote- 
alen Lcotland, and gather the Old broken Boards of his Taber- 
zcle, and pin them. and nail them together; our Bills and 
wpplications are up in Heaven, Chrift hath Coffers full of them: 
There is Mercie on the other ſide of this Croſs; A good Anwer 
wall our Bills is Agreed upon: I muſt tell you what lovelie Jeſus, 
far Jeſus, King Jeſus hath-done to my Sovl : Sometimes he ſend- 
eh me out a Standing Drink, and whiſpereth a Word thorow the 
Wall; And 1 am well content of Kindneſs at the Second Hand; 


* bis Bode is ever Welcome to me, be what it will; But at othertimes 
Fust he will be Meilenger himſelf, and I get the cup of Salvation out of 
oft 1 is oun Hand, ( he drinking to me) and we caunot reſt tillwe 
198 Nd tein others Arms: And O how ſweet is a freſh Kiſs from his Holie 


Mouth 3 his Breathing, that goes before a Kiſs upon my poor 


to ma * 
Soul, is ſweet, and hath no Fault, but that it is too ſhort : 1 am 


to hit 


is Ch careleſs, and ſtand not much on this, howbeit Loins, and Back, 
w3 is nd Shoulders, and Head rive in pieces, in ſteping up to my Father's 
» Jac Bouſe. I know my Lord can make long, and broad, and high, 
1 and deep Glorie to his Name, out of this Bit feckleſs Bodie; for 


Chriſt looketh not what Stuff he maketh Glorie out of: My deavly  * 


reat A | ; : 
Beloved, ye have often Refieſhed me, but that is put up in my 


-Waiti 0 | | 
e bol laſter's Accounts; ye have him Debter for me; but if ye will 
onen ante thing for me (as I know ye will) now in my Extremi- 
ation de, tell all my dear Friends, that a Priſoner is ſettered, and chain- 
fferin ed in Chriſt's Love : Lord never looſe the Fetters: And ye and 
wiil ley together take my heartieſts commendations to my Lord Jeius, 

ape f and Thank him for a poor Friend : I delire your Husband to read 

ol this Letter, Lſend him a Prifoner's Bleſſing: PFll be obliged to him 

_ Cf he will be willing to Suffer for my dear Maſter, Swferimy is fhe 

1 lauf Frofeſſor' Golden Garment ; There ſhall be no Loſſes on Chriſt's 

ſo qui We of it, Ye have been Witneſſes of much Joy betwixt Chriſt 

Hills ind me ar Communion-feaſts, the Remembrance whereof (how- 
ri bo bei ! be Feaſted in ſecret) holleth my Heart; for 1 am pur Yi 
es; dom the Board-head and the King's firlt Meſs to his By-board, iff 


and his broken Meat is ſweet unto me: 1 Thank my Lord for 


nem! 
orrowed crumbs, no leſs than when 1 wasFeaſted at theCommunion- 


nts, 


thto or chick ul 
üthal ef Chriſt in Publick, as 1 have had Jong, ſince, betoic my Eyes 
nd u e cloſed. Oh that my Matter wouid take up Houſe again, aud 


5 E 4 lend 


Table in Anwoth and Kurkcudbright. Pray that I may get one Day i 


1 


lend me the Keys of his Wine-Cellar again, and Go 


_ Thronging to Thruſt in at Heaven's Gates, it is a Caſtle taken 
Force, many ſhall ſtrive to enter in and ſhall not be able, 1 be 


Eye ſtrings break, and the Breath growetli cold, and the Impriſon 


* 2 . 
A4 
> T 


N > S S 


Mr. Rutherfogrd's Ppiſt.; 


ſend me borrowed Drink till then, Remember my Love to Chi 
Kinſmen with you: 1 pray for Chriſt's Father's Bleſſing to the 
all. Grace be with you: a Priſoners Bleſſing be with you, L write; 
and I bide by it, GOD ſhall be glorious in Marien Me Range whe 
this Stormie Blaſt ſhall be over, O woman Beloved of GOD, Beliey 
Rejoyce, be Strong in the Lord, Grace is thy Portion. 


Aberd 15. June. Tear Brother in his ſveet Ly 
„ "Jaw": 3 K- 


CEE whe ME : 


— ON 


— 


D JOHN GORD ON, 
Ai: Riſco in Galloway. 


My werthy end dear Brother, 

M {ſpend not your ſhort Sand-glaſs which runs very faſt: 8t 
your Lord in time: Let me obtain of you a Letter und 

your hand fora Promiſe to God, by his Grace to take ane 
Courſe of walking with God : Heaven is not at the next Doox : 
find it hard to be a Chriſtian 3 There is no little Thruſting an 


ſceclhi and obteſt you in the Lord, make Conſcience of raſh and pat 
ſionate Oaths, of raging and ſudden revenging Anger, of Night 
drinking, of needleſs Companionry, of Sabbath-breaking, « 
Hurting anie under you by Word; or Deed, of Eating your veri 
Enemies. Except ye receive. the Kingdom of God as à little Chil 
and be as meek and ſober-minded as a Babe, ye cannet enter ini. 
zhe Kingdom of God; That is a Word which ſhould touch 30. F 
near, and make you ſtoop and caſt your ſelf down, and mak 
your great Spirit fall. I know this will not be eaſilie done; | But 
recommend it to you, as you Tender your Part of the Kingdom 
Heaven. Brother, I may from new Experience ſpeak of Chrift i 
you : Ohif ye ſaw in him what I fee ! A River of God's un 
ſeen Joys hath flowed from Bank to Brae over my Soul, ſince I pat 
ed with your: I wiſh I wanted part, ſo being ye might have; tha 
our Soul might be ſick of Love for Chriſt, or rather fatiate with 
im: this Clay-ido}, the World, would ſeem to you then nc 
worthaFig : Time will eat you out of Poſſeſſion of it, when th 


ed Soul looketh out at the Windows of the Clay- houſe, readie tg 
Jeap out into Eternitie, what would ye then give for a Lamp fulle 

Oyl 2 Oh eek it now, I deſire you, to correct and curb Banning 
Sweating,Lying, Drinking, Sabbath-breaking & idle ſpending oy tl 
is | ord 


e 
* N > 
* 
8 7 i \ 


4 F ag 8 
Lord's Day, in abſence from the Kirk, as far as your Authoritie 


the which 1 have God's Right: I know ye ſhould have a Voice 
God's Werd in that, A&s 1. 15, 16 to the End, and Ads 6. 3, 


'Y le would be loath that anie Prelate ſhould put you out of your 
elien ſeſſion earthlte, and this is your Right. What I write to you, I 


te to your Wite. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March 14. 


Tur loving Pa- 
1637. | 


or, 8. R. 


to 


_ —_ oy * ge * "2 La - 
- Ls 


7 the Lady HA L HII. L. 


| Ear and Chriſtian Lady, Grace, Mer-y and Peace be to yon; 
I longed much to write to 'yout Lat” Bet now the Lord 
offering a fit Occaſion, I would not omit to doit: 


] can- 


Se 
Une 
a net 


ul in this Houſe of my Pilgrimage, that your La: may knowW 
inſt is as good as he is called ; For, at my firſt Entrie into this 
tal (being caſten down and troubled with Challenges and 


1 alouties of his Love, whoſe Name and Teſtimonie Ino bear in 
ken b V Bonds 1-1 feared nothing more, than that Iwas caſlen over 
Ide bite of the Vineyard, as a dry Tree; Burt bleſſed be his 
nd pal a Name, the dry Tree was in the Fire and was not burnt, his 
Niger came down and quickned the Root of a withered Flant; and 


he is come again with Joy, and hath been pleaſed to Feaſt his 


S nled and Afflicted Prifoner with the Joy of his Contolations : 
l veep, but am not ſad; I am Chaſtned, but J Die not; I 
er ine Loss, but I want nothing: This Water cannot Drown me, 
ch 50 Fire cannot burn me, becauſe of the Geod Will of him that 
mak” in che Buh. The worft things of Chriſt, his Reprosches, 
But crols, is better than Egyp?'s Treaſures, He hath opened his 
tom oi" and taken into his Houſe of Wine, a poor Sinner, and hath 
ri me ſo Sick of Love for my Lord Jeſus, that if Heaven were 
bs un my diſpoſing, I would give it for Chriſt, and wor.ld not be 
I parent to go to Heaven, except I were periwaded Chriſt were there? 


would not give nor exchange my Bonds for the Pre/ates Velvets 5 
it m Priſon for their coaches; nor my Sighs for all the World's 
Witer ; This c:ay-idol, the World, has no great court in my 
u: Chriſt hath come, and run away to Heaven with my Heart 
my Love, fo that neither Heart nor Love is mine: I pray 


3 tha 
e with 
en no 
en th 
riſon 


die td Chriſt may keep both without Reverſion. In my Eſtimation, 
full el lem now diſpoſed, if my part of this World's clay were rouped 
_ ſold, I would think it dear of a Drink of Water. 1 tee Chriſi's 


oft 


Mis ſo Kingly, that it will not abide a Marrow; it muſt have a 
Lold „ EJ | 


5 Thtone, 


-— 1 


qcheth in that Pariſh IL hear a Man is to be Thruſt in to that place, 


ut but acquaint your Le: with the Kind Dealing of Chriſt tomy 


b 


1 
[4 4 


| 
| 


| 


3 Rut herfobrd's EpiR; 3 | 


Howbeit they be Worm- eaten: the Moth-eaten Pleaſures of jj 


_ "themſelves Fools, who have fo long misken'd the Son of God. 


Head end Contend for Jateb, in the Day of his Controverſie. 


Mk 


Throne, all alone in the Soul: And 1 ſee Apples beguile Bau 
III 
preſent World make Bairns believe Ten is a Hundred; and ye; 
that are here are but Shadows : If they would draw by the, 


tain that is hanged betwixt them and Chriſt, they mould 1h; ** 


ſeek no more, next to Heaven, but that he may be Glorified ir 
Prifoner of Chriſt; And that in my Behalf manie would Praiſe RP 
nigh and Glorious Name, who heareth the ſighing of the Friſco," © 
Remember my Service to the Laird your Husband, and to Your $ hat G 
my Acquaintance 1 I wiſh Chriſt had his young Love, and 
in the Morning he would ftart to the Gate, to ſeek that whicht 
World knoweth-not, and therefore doth not ſeek it: The e 


of our Lord Jeſus ehriſt be with you. en. 
CCC N. 
Aberd. March 14. Wars in his ſwen L ja 

| 1637. Jeſus, S. R. 4 
E 
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Wa. : lime, 
Ta the Right Honourable, my Lord '" 
IL. EN D S8 X TI. 

| 62: | | | IRE. ball 
To Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, wo 


(FRace, Mercy and Peace be to your Le: Pardon my Bold 

to expreſs my elf to your Ls: at this fo needful a Tin 
: when your wearied and. friendleſs ether Kirk- is look ' 
reund about her, to ſee if anie of her Sons doth reallie bemq 
hei Deſolation 3 Therefore, my dear and worthy Lord, 1 beſe 
you in the Bowels of .Ctuift; pity that widom- like Siſter and Hy 
of (hriſt, I know, her Husband is not dead; but he ſeem. 
to be in another Country, and ſeeth well, and beholdeth whoWM' > 
his true and tender-hearted Friends, who dare venture under t c 
Water to bring out to drie Land finking Truth, and who off . 
Nobles will catt up their Arm, to ward a blow off the Crow 
Head of our Royal Law-giver, who Reigneth in Zien, who 


is now time, my worthy and Noble Lord, for you, who ate! tl 
little Nurſe-Jathers (under our Sovereign Prince) to put on g 
rage for the Lord Jeſus, and to take up a fallen Orphan, ſpeak 


dut of the Duſt, and to embrace in your Arms Chriſt's Bride: - 
3 . » . » . Ire 
hath no more in Scotland that is the Delight of his Eyes, but tl 
one little Siſter, whole Breaſts were once well faſhioned ; $ hat 
once Kayifked her Welbeloved with her Eyes, and Overcame h 


With keg Beautie 3 . She looked forth as the Morning, fair 1 "het 


— 


hiſt, 38. Wo 85 


lun, clear as the Sun, terrible as an Army with Bannevs; Her 


＋ ure was like the Palm- tree, and her Breaſts like Cluſters of 
OE. 1: ; end ſhe held the King in his Galleries, Cant. 4. 9. and 6. 
Jl and 7. 5, 7. But now the Crown is fallen from her Head, 
Fe xd ty Gold waxed dim, and. our white Nazarites are become 
** it a5 the Coal. Bleſſed are they who will come out and help 
ed ſk, againſt the Mighty : The Shields of the Earth and the 
life lobles are Debters to Chriſt for their Honour, and ſhould bring 
iſo it Glorie and Honour to the New Jeruſalem, Rev. 21. 24. Alas! 


utGreat Men ſhould be ſo far from Subjecting themſelves to the 
et Lake of Chriſt, that they burſt his Bonds aſunder, and think, 
hey dow not Joon Foot when Chriſt is on Horſe-back, and that 
eie Nod of Chriſt commanding as a King, is a Load like a 
anntain of Iron; and therefore they ſay, This Man ſhall wos 
lan over us, we muſt have another King than Chriſt in his 
mHouſe., Therefore kneel to Chriſt, and kiſs the Son, and let 
im have your Le: Vote, as your alone Law-giver. I am fare, 
hen you leave this old waſte Inn, of this periſhing Life, and 
. — ul reckon. with your Hoſt, and depart hence and take ſhip- 
ins, and makg over for Eternitie, which is the Yonder-fide of 

ime, and a Sand- glaſs of threeſcore ſhort Years is running out; 
0 look over your Shoulder then, to that which ye have done, 
ken, and ſuffered for Chriſt, his dear Bride (that he ranſom- 
{ with that Blood, which is more precious than Gold,) and for 
Tath, and the Freedom of Chriſt's Kingdom; Your Accounts 
ul more ſweetlie ſmile and laugh upon you, than if you had 
x0 Worlds of Gold to leave to your Poſteritie. O my. dear Lord, 
m{ider that our Maſter, Eternitie, Judgment, and the aſt 
leckoning will be upon us in the twinkling of an Eye: The 
Faſt of tne laſt Trumpet, now hard at hand; will crie down 
ll As of Parliament, all the Determinations of pretended 4 /« 
emblies againſt Chriſt our Law-giver : There will be ſhortl ie a 
wcamation by One ſtanding in the Clouds, that Time ſhall b: 
u more, and that Court with Kings of Clay ſha!l be no mere, 


. nd Priſons, Confinements, Forſeitures of Nobles, Wrath of 
who Angs, Hazard of Lands, Houſes, and Name for Chriſt, ſhall be nwo 
der Moe. This World's Span-length of Time is drawn now to lefs 
ver dan Half an Inch, and to the Point of the Evening of the Day, 


if this Old and Gray-haired World: And therefore be fixed and 
ut for Chriſt and his Truth for a time; And fear not him, 
hoſe Life goeth out at his Noſttils, who hall die as a Man. Iam 
kivaded Chriſt is Reſponſal, and Law-biding, to make Recem- 
race for anie Thing that is hazarded or given out for him: Loſ- 
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peak ks for Chr:ſt are but our Goods given out in Bank in Chriſt's 
ide: and, Kings earthly are well-favoured little Clay-gods and 
Wl lme's-idols 3; but a Sight of our inviſible King ſnall decry and 
T; laken all the Glory of this World. At the Day of Chriſt, Truth 
= tal be Truth, and not Reaſon, Alas! it is pitiful, that Silence, 


10 Men the Thatch of out Lord's Houle hath taken Fire, is now the 
| nk Flower 


7. Maven lay my Soul in the Ballance of Juſtice, if I find not a yo 


58 Mr. Narber ford s pit. 3 
Flower and the Bloom of Court and State-wiſcom ; And to cat 
Covering over a good Profeſſion, ( as it it bluſed at Light) . 
thought a canny and Sure Way through this Life: But the fa 
Way, I am perſwaded, is, to Tine and Win with Chriſt, and 
Hazard fairlie for him; For Heaven is but a Companie of No 
Venturers for Chriſt, 1 dare hazard my Soul, Chriſt ſuall pr 
green and bloſſom as the Roſe of Sharen.yet in Scetland; hoyh 
Dim. bis Leaf ſeemeth to wither, and his Root to drie up, yq 

ble Axceflers have been inrolled amongſt the Worthies 
this Nation, as the ſure Friends of the Bridegroom, and vali 
Fot Chriſt: 1 hope, ye will follow on, to come to the Streets 
the ſame Lord; the World is ſtill at Tea and Nay with Chiift 
Mall be your Glorie, and the ſure Foundation of your Houſe (n 
hen Houſes are tumbling down, and Birds building their N 
and Thorns and Briers are growing up, where Nobles did (pre 
Table) if you engage your Eſtate and Nobilitie for this No 
King Jeſus, with whom the created Powers of the World are 
in. Tops. : all the World ſhall fall before him, and ( as G 
eth) everic Arm lifted up to take the Crown off his Ro 
Head, or that refuſeth rechold it upon his Head, ſhall be bro 
From the Shoulder-blade: The Eyes that behold Chriſt wee 
Sgck-cloth;: and wallow in his Blood, and will not help, even c 
Eyes ſhall Rot away in their Eye-holes. O if ye, and theNot 
- o& this Land, ſaw the Beautie of that World's Wonder, Jeſus | 
- King, and the Glorie of him, who is Angels Wonder, and Heaye 
Wonder for Excellencie ! Oh what would Men count of C 
eſtates, of Time-caten Life, of Worm-ecaten and Moth-e; 
Worldly Glory, in compariſen of that Faireſt, faireſt of G0 
Creation, the Son of the Father's Delights. I have but fmall 
peticnce of wap a, for him; but let my Judge and Witneſs 
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Heaven, and a little Paradiſe of glorious Comforts, and Soul4 
_ Iiphting Love-kifles of Chriſt, here beneath the Moon, in Sufter 
For him and his Truth: and that Glorie, Joy, and Peace, and 
of Love, I thought had been kept while Supper-time, when ve Hab 5 
get Lejſure to Feaſt our fill upon Chriſt; I have felt it in Glorious 
innings, in my Bonds for this ↄrincely Lord Jeſus. Oh! it is 
ötrow, my daily pain, that Men will not come and ſee 2 1 v0 
Nowbe aſhamed to believe, that it hquld be poſſible for any So 
think, that he could be a Loſer for Chriſt, ſuppoſe he ſhould 
Chriſt the Zord/bip of Lindſey. or ſome ſuch great worldly Eſt 
Therefore my wor i and dear Lord, ſet your Face againſt the Opſoun 
= tes of jeſus, and let your Soul take courage to come under hisB 
ner to Appear as his Souldier for him, and the Bleſſings of a fal 
Nik, the Prayers of the Priſoners: of Nope, who wait for Zu; 
and the ge ili of him that dwelt in the Bu(h, and it burned 
Salle v ith you. To his ſaving Grace I Recommend you L 
your Henfe, and. in ill Chtiſt's Priſoner, and, We-Bo 
Abcrd. Sep. 7; Near L obliged Servant in his fi Nis bei: 
183%. | Tera Jeſus, S. K : 
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(ace, Mercie and peace be to you; I am glad to hear that ye, 
in the Morning of your ſhort Day, mind Chriſt, and that ye 
; oeche Honour of his Crown and Kingdom. I beſeech your Ls: 
| kein now to frame yourLove, & to caſt it in no Mould but one, that it 
day be for Chriſt onlie; For when your Love is no in the framing, 
ndmaking, it will take beſt with Chriſt : if any other than Jeſus 
Nagrip of it when it is green and young, Chriſt will be an uncouth 
nd range Word to you. Promiſe the Lodging of your Soul firſt 
way to Chriſt, and ſtand by your firſt Covenant, and keep to Jeſus, 
thathe may find you honeſt, It is eaſie to maſter an Arrow, and to 
{tit right, ere the ſtring be drawn; but when once it is ſhot & inthe 
lit, and the Flight begun, then ye have no power at all to com- 
nand it. It were a bleſſed thing, if your Love could now level only 
a Chriſt, that his fair Face were the Black of the Mark ye ſhot at; 
For when your Love is looſed, and out of your Grips, and in its 
lolion to fetch home an Idol, and has taken a Whoriſh Gauding 
jurney, to ſeek an unknown and ſtrange Lover, ye ſhall not then 
have power to call home the Arrow, or to be Maſter of your Love; 
ud ye hall hardlie give Chrift, what ye ſcarcelie have your ſelf, 1 
ak net this, as if Youth i ſelf could fetch Heaven and Chriſt. 
kleve it, my Lord, it is hardlie credible, what a Neſt of dangerous 
emptations Youth is, how inconſiderate, fooliſh, proud, vain, 
adie, raſh, profane, and careleſs of God, this piece of your Life | 
F ſo that the Devil findeth in that Age a Garnifhed and Swept 
louſe for himſelf, and ſeven Devils worſe than himſelf for then 
ections are on Horſe- back, loft ie and ſtirring, then the Old Man 
uth Bloed, Luſt, much Will, and little Wit, and Hands, Feet, 
anton Eyes, profane Ears, as his Servants, and as à King's Officers 


command, to come and go at his will 1 then a green Conſcience 
1 wo bas louple as the Twig of a young Tree, it is for everie Way, everie - 
y Soul: livion, everie lewd courſe prevaileth with it; And therefore, 


Pulat a ſweet couple, what a glorious Yoke are Youth and Grace, 
itt and a young Man! This is a Meeting not to be found ineverie 
Wn, None, who have been at Chriſt, can bring back to your Le: 
Kport anſwerable to his Worth; for Chriſt cannot be ſpoken of, 
Iommended according to his Worth, Come and ſee, is the moſt 
thful v eflenger to ſpeak of him, little Perſwafton would prevail 
ere this were : It is impoſſible inthe ſetting out of Chriſt's Love, 
lie, and paſs over Truth's-line: The Diſcourſes of Angels, or 
e-Books written by the Congregation of Seraphim ( all their 


ether 


it being conjoined and melted in oge ] would tor ever be in te 


nether fide of Truth, and plentifullie declaring the thing as it j | 
The infinitneſs, the boundleſneſs of that incomparabie Excellene "! 
that is in Jeſus, is a great word. God ſend me, if it were but 
Reliques and Leavings, or an Ounce Weight or two, of his match e 
leſs Love; and ſuppoſe I never got another Heaven, { provide 


this bleſſed Fire were evermore burning] I could not but be Ka 3 
pie for ever. Come hither then, and give out your Money wilelie 1 h 
Bread ; come here and beſtow your Love. I have Cauſe to ſpea 10 

this, becauſe except ye enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt, ye will be a c 
Friend to his Spouſe; For it is Love to the Husband that cauſet h 
Kindneſs to the Wife. I dare ſwear, it were a Bleſſing to your Howl C 
the Honour of your Hexoxr, the Flower of your Credit, now in yo . 
Place, and as far as ye are able, to lend your Hand to your weepit 10 | 

. = Meter, even your oppreſſed and ſpoiled Mother-Kirk. If ye o 
her, and beſtir your elf for her, and hazard the Lordſhip of Bj 1 

for the Recoverie of het Vail { which the ſiniting-watchmen a 

taken from her, ] then ſurelie her Husband will icorn to ſieep 8 
your Common or Reverence: Bits of Lordſhips are little to hi les 
who hath manie Crowns on his Head, and the Kingdoms of fi" 
World in the Hollow of his Hand. Court, Honour, Glorie, Rich 
Stabilit ie of Houſes, Favour of Princes are all in his Finger- ends. - 


what Glorie were it to lend your Honour to Chrift, and to his 
ruſalem. Yeare one of Zlons born Sons: Your Honourable a ure 
Chriſtian Parents would venture you upon Chriſt's Errands: Ther” 
fore I beſeech you by the Mercies of God, bythe Death and Wontd hr 
of Jeſus, by the Hope of yout Glorious Inheritance, and by t= 
Comfort and Hope of the ſoyſul Prefence, ye would have att 
Water- ſide, when ye are putting your Foot in the dark Grave, tz 
courage for Chriſt's Truth, and the Honour of his free Kingdom 
for howbeit ye be a young Flower and green before the Sun, 
know not how ſoon Dearth will cauſe you caſt your Bloom, and wit 
Root and Branch and Leaves: And therefore write up what 
have to do for Chriſt, and make a Treaſure of good Works, ani 
begin in time, by appearance ye have the advantage of the Brae 
ſee what ye can do for Chriſt againſt thoſe, who are waiting whil 
_ Chriſt's Tabernaclie fall, that they may run away with the Boa1d 
chereof, and build their Neſts on Zien's Ruins: They are blin * 
who ſee not Lowns now pulling up the Stakes, and breaking tl 
Cords, and renting the Curtains of Christ's (ſometimes ) beau & 
ful Tent in this Land. Antichriſte is lifting that Tent up upon h 
Shoulders, and going away with it, and when Chriſt and the GolpM.. J 
are out of Scetland, dream not that your Houſes ſhall thrive, 4 king 
that it ſhall go well with the Nobles of the Land. As the Lord ns 2 
veth, the Streams of your Waters ſhall become Pitch, and the Du Neepin 
of your Land Brimftone, and your Land ſhall become-butni Fin o 
Pitch, and the Owl and the Raven ſhall dwell in your Houſes, Later 
where your Table ſtood, there ſhall grow Briers and Nettles, Ia Iced: 
9, 11. The Lord gave Chriſt and his Goſpel as a Pawn to Sc erk 
the Watchmen have fallen foul, and loft their part of the Fav leg 


oho leeth not, that God hath dried up their Right Eye, and 
ur Right Arm, and hath broken the Shepherds Staves, and Men 
vTteading in their Hearts upon ſuch unſavourie Salt, that is good 
«nothing elſe,” If ye the Nobles put away the Pawn alſo, and 
aſe to plead the Controverſie of Zion, with the profeſſed Enemies 
t{efus, ye have done with it. Oh where is the Courage and Zeal 

x of the ancient Nobles of this Land, who with their Swords, 
id hazard of Life, Honour, and Houſes, brought Chriſt to our 
ds 2 And now the Nobles cannot be but guiltie of ſhoulderin 
«Chriſt, and murthering of the Souls of the Poſteritie, if they tafl 
Wthemſelves, and lurk in the Lee- ſide of the Hill, till the Wind 
down the Temple of God. It goeth now under the Name of 
dom, for Men to caſt their Cloke over Chriſt and their Profeſ- 
in, as if Chriſt were ſtollen Goods, and durſt not be avouched:: 
jouph this be reputed a piece of Policy : yet God eſteemeth ſuch 
Men to be but Feate-fools and Comrt-gouks, what ever they, or other 
leads of Wit like to them, think of themſelves, ſince their dam- 
whle Silence is the Ruine of Chriſt's Kingdom. O but it be true 
konout and Glorie, to be the faſt Friends of the Bridegroom, and 
donne Chriſt's bleeding Head, and his forſaken Cauſe; and to 
antend legall ie, and in the Wiſdom of God, for our ſweet Lord 
fas, and his Kinglie Crown. But Iwill believe your Le: will take 
Chiſt's Honour to Heart, and be a Man in the Streets ( as the 


het Vorher ſpeaketh) for the Lord and his Truth. To his rich Grace 
dung d feet Preſence, and the everlaſting Conſolation of the promiſed 
4 Comforter, I recommend your Lo: A Ib 
en Aera. Sept. 7. Tour Ls: in his ſweet Lord 
Jy | DE 
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My very Hontwrable and Chriſtian Lady, 


ng tk | | | 

5 N Race, Mercie and Peace be to you : I received your Letter, 
on hand am well pleaſed, that your Thoughts of Chriſt Nay with I} 
Gol you, and that your vol ſtill, is by all means, to take the 

e, A lingdom of Heaven by Violence, which is no ſmall Conqueſt; and 
ord Mis aDogree of Watchfulneſs and Thankfulneſs alſo, to obſerve 


eepineſs and Unthankfulneſs : We have all good Cauſe to com- 


1e Dil 
ain of falſe Light, that playeth the Thief, and ftealeih away the 


LEN) 


es, al Lantern, when it cometh to the Practice of conſtant walking with 
Ie. Cod: our Journey is ten times a day broke: in ten pieces; Chriſt 
ola With but onlie broken and halfed and tired Work of us, and alas! 


ran bo often againſt the Hair. I have been ſomewhat nearer the 
oF fudegroom ; but when I draw nigh, and ſee my Vileneſs, for 
A | A | 0 aMame 


7 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. n 
ſhame I would be out of his Preſence again 3 but yet Deſire of Mg 
Soul- refreſting Love, putteth bluſhing me under an Arreſt, O 
am I, ſo loathſome a burden of Sin, to ſtand belide ſich a Be, . | 
ful and Holie Lotd, ſuch an high and loftie One, who inhabit i s 
Eternitie ? But ſince it pleaſerh Chriſt to condeſcend to ſuch an e, 
as me, let ſhamefaſtneſs be laid aſide, and loſe it felt in his offi: i; 
defcending Love. I would heartilie be content to keep a coHH C: 
of the King's Hall: Oh if I were at the yonder End of my eto 
Deſires, then ſhou!d 1 be where Chriſt my Lord, and Lover, lier. t 
and reigns ; there I ſhould be everlaſtinglie ſolaced with the SigheMiytori 
his Face, and ſatisfied with the ſurpaſſing Sweetneſs of his math n:k: 
leſs Love: Buttrulie now I ſtand in the nether fide of my Deſi q are 
and with a drouping Head, and panting Heart, I look up to bers 
eſus, ſtanding afar eff from us, while Corruption and Death H L- 
cour and refine the Bodie of Clay, and rot out the Bones of the. aged 
Man of Sin: In the mean time, we are bleſſed in ſending words te 
the Beloved, tht we love to love him, and till then there is joy bon 
Wooing, Suiting, ly ing about his Houſe, looking in at the Wi | 
dews, and raging a poor Souls Groans and Wiſhes thotow a he 4b 
of the Door to Jeius, till God fend a glad Meeting: And ble 
be God, that after a Low-ebb, and ſo ſad a word, Lord Feſusil 
long fince ] faw thee, that even then our Wings ate growing, a 
the Abſence of ſweet Jeſus breedeth a new Fleece of Deſires a 
Longings for him: 1 know no Man hath a Velvet Creſs; butt 
Cros is made of that which God will have it. But verilie, howb( T; 
it be no warrantable Market, to buy a Croſs ; yet I dare not ſa 
O that I had Libertie to ſe!l Chriſt's Croſs, left therewith alſo 
ſhould fell Joy, Comfort, Senſe of Love, Patience and the kit 
Viſits of a Bridegroom : And therefore bleſſed be God, we g 
Croſſes unbought and good cheap. Sure Iam, it were better to bi 
Croſſes for Chriſt, than to fell them; howbeit neither be alloug 


„ 


5 
Race, 
that 


to us ? Andfor Chriſt's joyful coming and going, which your U * 
ſpeaketh of, Ibear wich it, ag Love can permit: it ſaould be enough vit 


to me, if 1 were wiſe, that Chriſt will have Joy and Sorrow half. 15 
of the Life of the Saints, and that each of them ſhould have a ſt; wr 
of our Days, as the Night and the Day are kindlie Paitners al o 
halters ot Time, and take it up betwixt them: But if Soros Run h 
the greedieſt halfer of out Days here, I know Joy's Day ſhall da 


and do more than recompenſe all our ſad Heure. Let my Lord je ** 
( fince he will do ſo) Weave my bit and ſpan-length of Ting, ie 
with White and Black, Well and Wo, with the Bridegreom's c ok 
ming and his ſad Departure, as Warp and Woof in one Web; and ein tt 


the Roſe be neighboured with the Thorn, yet Hope (that make. ... 
not aſhamed ) hath written a Letter and Lines of Hope to Fs 1 - 
Monrners in Zien, that it ſhall not be long ſo: when we are od 4 
the Water, Chrift ſhall crie down Croſſes, and up Heaven forevagiie. ha; 
more, and down Hell, and down Death, arid down Sin, and dof, is; 
Sorrow; and up Glorie, up Life, up Joy for evermore: In tip... | 
Hope, I ſleep quietlie in Chiiſt's Bolowe, while he come, who! th take; 
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of Nack; and would ſleep ſo, were it not, that the Noiſe of the 
) win), and Sin's Feet, and the Cries of an unbelieying Heart awaken 
ea but for the preſent, I have nothing whereof I can accuſe 
bits Croſs. Oh if I could pleaſe my ſelf in Chriſt onlie ! 


pe, Madam, your Sons will improve their Power for Jeſus ; for 

ris no Danger, neither is there anie Queſtion or Juſtling be- 

Chriſt and Authoritie, though our Enemies falſelie ſtate the 

eſtion, as if Chriſt and Authoritie could not abide under one 

f, the Queſtion onlie is betwixt reid and Men in Authoritie : 
1 


gb borttie is for and from Chriſt, and ſib to him; how then can 

dat nike a Plea with it? Nay the truth is, Worms and gods of 

eli ace ciſen up againſt Chriſt. If the Fruit of your La: Womb be 

es of Chriſt, ye have good Ground to rejoice in God. All 
{ 


jt La: can expect for your "ng Will of me and my Brother ( a 
paged Stranger for Chriſt ) is, the Prayers of a priſoner of 


: bis, to vhom I recommend your Ls: and Houſe and Children, and 
Wil Aberd. Sept. 8. | Tour La: in Chrifh, 
: . R. EN 
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Race, Mercie and Peace he to you: I dare not ſay, I wonder 
that ye have never written to me in my Bonds, becauſe lam not 
rant of the Sauſe; yet I could not but write to you: 1 kn 
„ whether Foy or Heavineſs in my Soul carrieth it away: Sor- 
without anie mixture of Sweetneſs, hath not often Love- 
webts of Chriſt, but I ſee the Devil can inſinuate himſelf, and 
this Errands upon the Thoughts of a poor n Priſoner. I 


ou, that 1 am making Chrift my Unfriend by ſeeking Pleas 
dau iat him, becauſe I am the firſt in the Kingdom put to utter Si- 
” ww becauſe I cannot Preach my Lord's Righteouſneſs in the 


Congregation : Iamnotwithſtanding the leſs ſolicitous how 
y if there be net Wrarh in my Cup. But I know, I but claw 
Wounds, when my Phyſician hath forbidden me: I would be- 
ein the Dark upon Luck's- head, and take my Hazard of Chriſt's 
od. Will, and reft on this, That in my Fever my Phyſician is at 
bed. ſide, and that he ſimpathizeth with me when I ſigh. My 
nved Houſe, and another Man's Bed and Fire- ſide, and other 
Mes have no Room in my Sorrow: a greater Heat to eat out aleſs 
It, is a good Remedie for ſome Burning. I believe when Chriſt 
weth Blood, he hath Skill to cut the right Vein, and that he 
taken the whole ordering and diſpoſing of my Sufſerings. Io 


74 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epif, A. 
him Tutor me, and Tutor my Crofles, as he thinketh good : th. 
is no Danger nor Hazard in following ſuch a Guide, houbei- 
ſhould lead me through Hell, if I could put Faith foreinoſſ, and 
the Field with a quiet on-waiting, and believing to ſee the Salyꝶi 
of God. I know, Chriſt is not obliged to let me ſee boch the 
of my Croſs, and turn it over and over, that I may ſee all.! 
Faith is richet to live upon Credit, and Chriſt's bortowed Mon 
than to have much in my Hand. Alas ! I have forgotten, fl 
Faith in times paſt hath ſtopped a Leak in my crazed Balk, 2 
-hath filled my Sails with a fair Wind: I ſee it a work of 6 
that Experiences are all loſt, when Summonds of Improbation, 
prove our Charters of Chriſt to be Counterfeit, are raiſed agi 
poor Souls, in their heavie Trials: but let me be a Sinner, ; 
worſe than the chief of Sinners, yea a guiltie Devil, I am ſure} 
Welbeloved is God: and whenl ſay Chriſt is God, and my Ch 
is God, I have ſaid all things, Ican ſay no more. I would I c 
build as much on this, My Chrift is God, as it would bear, 1 mij 
lay all the World upon it: I am ſure Chriſt untried, anduntal 
up in the Power of his Love, Kindneſs, Mercies, Goodneſs, 
dom, Long-ſuffering and Greatneſs, is the Rock that Dim-figh 
Travellers daſh their Foot againſt, and ſo ſtumble fearfullie. 
my Wounds are ſoreſt, and pain me moſt, when I fin againſt 
Love, and his Mercie ; and if he would ſet me and my Conſcic 
by the Ears together, and reſolye not to rid the plea, but let usd 
it betwixt us, my ſpitting upon the fair Face of Chriſt's Loveq 
| Mercies, ys my Fealoulies, Unbelief, and Doubting, would 
enough to ſink me. Oh! oh ! I am convinced O Lerd, I fle 
dumb before thee for this: Let me be mine own Fudge in tl 
and Itake a dreadful Doom upon me for it, for I ſtill misbelic 
though I have ſeen that my Lord hath made my Croſs as if it were 
Cryſtal, ſo as 1can ſee thorow it Chriſt's fair Face and Heaven, 
that God hath Honoured a Lump of ſinful Fleſ and Blood, the! 
of me, to be Chriſt's honourable Lord Priſoner. 1 onght to eſte 
the Walls of the Thieves hole ( if I were ſhitup in it) or: 
ſtinking Dungeon, all hung with Tapeſtrie and moſt Beautiful, 
my Lord Feſus ; and yet I am nor fo ſtutup, but that the! 
 ſhmeth upon my Priſon, and the fair wide Heaven is the Covering 
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it. But my Lord in his ſweet Viſits hath done more, for he ma " 
me find, that he will be a confined Prifoner with me: he li | 
down, and riſeth up with me; when! figh, he figheth, vie , 
weep, he ſuffereth with me; and I confels here is the bleſſed] | 
of my ſuffering alreadie begun, that my Heart is filled with Hui: te 
and Deſire, to have him Glorified-in my Sufferings. 'Bleſled yg Le 
the Lord, Madam, if ye would help a poor Dyvour, and mei! 
others of your Acquaintance in Chriſt help me, to pay my V0! .. 0 
Love, even real Praiſes to Chriſt my Lord. Afadam, let me chic 
you in the Lord, as ye will anſwer to him, help me in th1s Dio - 
( which he hath tied about my Neck, with a Chain of ſuch ſine bm 


Expreſſions of his loving Kindaeſs ) to ſet on High Chil The 


tha my Honeſt ie at his Hands, for 1 have nothing to give hire - 
hathe would Arreſt and Comprize my Love and my Heart for all! 
m a Dyvour, who have no more free Goods in the World for 
tft, ſave that: it is both the whole Heritage I have, and all 
0 woveables beſides; Lord give the thirſiy Mana Drink. Oh to 
borerthe Ears in the Well! Oh tobe {waitering, and ſwimin 

her Head and Ears, in Chriſt's Love! I would not have Chriſt's 
ge entring in me, but I would enter into it, and be ſwallowed up 
that Love. But I fee not my ſelf here, for I fear, I make more 
cis Love than of himſelf ; Whereas himſelf is far beyond and 
ich bettet than his Love. Oh if 1 had my ſinful Arms filied with 
jt Lovelie One Chriſt ! Bleſſed be my rich Lord Feſus, who 
ndeth not away Beggars from his Houſe with a toom Diſh, He 
eth the Veſſels of ſuch as will come and ſeekk: We might beg 
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COlWrſelves rich, (if we were wiſe ) if we could but hold out out 
eo ibered Hands to Chriſt, and le:rn to suit, and Seek, Ask and 
mic ock. 1 owe my Salvation for Chriſt's Glorie, I owe it to Chriſty. 
tag e dere that my Hell, yea a new Hell, ſeyen times hotter than 


ke old Hell, might buy Praiſes before Men and Angels to my Lord 
lus; providing alwite I were free of Chriſt's Hatred and Dif- 
ezſure. What am 1 to be Forfeited and ſold in Soul and Bodie, to 
ue my Great and Royal King ſet on High, and Extolled above 
|; Oif I knew how High to have him ſet, and all the World 
6 far beneath the ſoles of his Feet! Nay, I deſerve not to be 
de Matter of his Praiſes, far leſs to be an Agent in praiſing of him. 
ut he can win his own Glorie out of me, and out of one worſe than, 
if any ſuch be) if it pleaſe his Holie Majeſtie ſo todo, he know- 
th that I am not now flattering him. Madam, let me have your 


eli Frayers, as ye have the Prayers and Bleſſing of him that is ſeparated 
room his Brethren. Grace, Grace be with you. e 
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hel Aberd. June 15. N Tour own in his ſmeet Loyd 
3 Feſwr, 8. K. 
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ma o the Earl of CASSILLS, 

4 My very Noble and Honekrable Lord, | 


[ſake bold (out of the Honourable and Chriſtian Report I heat 
of your Lo: having no other thing to ſay, but that which con- 
emeth the Honourable Cauſe, which the Lord hath enabled your 
Ly: to profeſs) to write this, that it is your Lo: Crown, your 
Glorie, and your Honour, to ſet your Shoulder under the Lord's 
forte, now falling tothe Ground; and to back Chriſt now, when 
bmanie think it Wiſdom, to let him Fend for himſelf : the Shields 
the Earth ever did, and do Kill believe, that Chriſt is a * 
| ome 
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ſome Neighbour, and that it is a pain to hold up his Tea's aad Nay} 
They fear he take their Chariots, and their Crowns, aud their 
nout from them; but my Lord ſtandeth in need of none of the 
all: But it is your Glorie to owne Chriſt and his buried Truth; f 
let Men ſay what they pleaſe, the Plea with Zien's Enemies, in tl 
day of Jacob's Trouble, is, If Chriſt ſhould be King, and no Myy 

eak Lews but his; it coacerneth the Apple of Chritl's Eye, 2 
2 Royal Priviledges, what now is Debated ; and Chriſt's King 
Honour is come to Yee and Nay : But let me be pardoned, 
Dear and Noble Lerd, to beſeech you by the Mercies of God, 
the Comforts of the Spirit, by the Wounds of your dear Savic 
by your Compearance before the Judge of quick and dead, to ſta 

for Chriſt, and to back him. Oh if the Nobles had done thy 
part, and been Zealous for the Lord, it had not been as it is now 
— men think it Wiſdom to ſtand beſide Ghriſt, till nis Head 
omen, and ſing dumb. There is a time coming when Chriſt u 

ave a thick Court, and he will be the Glorie of Scotland, & he 

ake a Diadem, a Garland, a Seal upon his Heart, and a King, 
9p Finger, of thoſe who have avouched him before this faithl 
Generation : Howbeit, cre that come, Wrath from the Lord 
ordained for this Land. My Lord, I have Cauſe to write this 
your Lo: for I dare not conceal his Kindnefs to the Soul of 
Afflicted, Exiled Priſoner : Who hath more cauſe to boa ſt int 
Lord, than ſuch a Sinner as 1? Who am Feaſted with the Conſol 
tions of Chriſt, and have no Pain. in my Sufferings, but if 
Fain of Soul- ſicknefs of Love for Chriſt, and Sorrow that I cann 
get help to ſound aloud the high Pra iſes of him, who hath heardt] 
Sighing of the Priſoner, and is content to lay the Head of his 0 
paefled Serve nt in hisBoſom,under his Chin,andle: him feel the Sm, 
of his Garments. This 1 behoved to write, that your Lo: mig 
know, Chriſt is as good as he is called, and to teftifie to your Lo:t 
Cauſe, your Lo: now profeſſeth before this faithleis World, 
Chriſt's ; and your Lo: ſhall have no ſhame of it. Grace be with yo 


A berd. Match 13. 5 Dur Lo: obliged Sera 
1 | 8. R. 
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5 To the much Honoured 
" FOHN OSBURN, 
4 Provoſt of Air. 


Much Hououred Sir, 1 N 4 
Glace, Mercie and Peace be to you: Upon our ſmall Acquait 
VF tance, and the good Report I hear of you, I could not but vil 


MP, { N n 2 

jſt, 44+ Letters? 77 
101 1 have nothing to ſay, but Chriſt, in that honourable 
che hath put you in, hath intruſted you with a dear Pledge,which 
js own Glorie: and hath armed you with his Sword to keep 
fledge, and make a good Account of it to God. Be not afraid 
len: Your Maſter can mow down his Enemies, and make 
ered Hay of fair Flowers: your Time will not be long; after 
wr Afternoon, will come your Evening, and after Evening Night: 
Chriſt, back him, let his Cauſe be your Cauſe, pive not an 
uir-breadth of Tiuth n for it is not yours, but God's; 
en, fince ye are going, take Chriſt's Teſtificate with you out of 
lislife, Nell dine good and faithful ſervant, His Vell dene is worth 
kipfu' of Good days and Earthlie Honours, I have Cauſe to ſz 
bis, becauſe 1 find him Truth it felf 3 in my ſad Days, Chrift 
pheth cheerfullie, and ſaith, All will be well. Would to God all 
ls Kingdom, and all that know God, knew, what is betwixt me 
u Chriſt in this Priſon, what Kiſſes, Embracements, and Love. 
mmmunings 3 Itake his Croſs in my Arms with joy, Ibleſsit, I 


eie in it: Suffering for Chriſt is my Garland, I would not Ex- 
ithle ange Chrift for ten thouſand Worlds: nay, ( if the Compari- 
ord Wn could ftand ) I would not Exchange Chriſt with Heaven, Sir, 


u for me, and the Prayers and Bleſſing of a Priſonex of Chriſt 


bl 


of Wet you, in all your Straits. Grace be with you. my | 

atoll Aberd. March 14. Yours in Chriſi Teſus bis 

at tl 1637. | | £ Loris, S. N. 
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„ ROBERT GORDON, 
| Baillie of Air. - ws 
Worthy Sir, | 


Mace, Mercie and Peace be to you: I long to hear from you id 
Paper. Remember your Chief's Speeches on his Death-bed: I 
W you Sir fell all, and buy the Pearl ; Time vill cut you from 
Worlds Glorie: Look what will do you good, when your Glaſs 
We run, and let Chriſt's Love bear moſt Coutt in your Soul, add 
it Court will beat down the Love of othet things: Chriſt ſecketh 
Help in your Place, give him your Hand. Who hath more cauſe 
encourage others to owne Chriſt, than I have 2? for he hath made 
ck of Loye, and left me in pain to wreſtle with his Love, and 
Mislike to fall a Swoon, through his Abſence : I mean not 
the Deſerteth me, or that I am ebb of Comforts 3 but this is 
couth Pain, Oh that 1 had an Heart and a Love to render to 
N back again! O if Frincipalities and Towers, Thrones and 
| p TD Pomunous, 


- eee rr * 


taketh what it may have. He loved me before this time, I ke 


Love - longs of the Love of Chriſt. This Love would keep all ci 


other thing: yea when Chriſt in love giveth a Blow, it doth a8 


ſteep Hill, and Hell upon it's Back, and ſwim through the Water a 
not drown, and Sing in the Fire and find no Pain, and Triumph 
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Dominions, and all the Worl4, would help me to praiſe. Traiſe th 


in my behalf. Remember my Love to your Wife. I thank 


moſt kindlie, for your Love to my Brother, Grace be with 5c. g 


en 
lis e 
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To JOHN KEN NED I, 7 


yl ha) 
Ita 


| Baillie of Air. 


ve 1 

Ee | x, tha 
Glace, Mercie and Peace be unto you : Your not writing to * 1 f 
cannot bind me up from remembring you, now and then, Hu 

at leaſt E may be a Witneſs and a Third-man, to behold in ta 
what is betwixt Chriſt and me, I was in his Eyes like a young look 
han, wanting known Parents, caſten out in the open Fields; N. 
er Chriſt behoved to take me up, & to bring me Home to his Ha ethe 
and Fire- ſide, elſe I had died in the Fields: and now I am hom fid 
with Chriſt's Love, ſo that I think the Houſe mine own, and of n 
Maſter of the Houſe mine alſo. Chriſt enquired not when he beg" 


10 10 
we 
ms Ic 
to 


to Love me, whether I was Fair, or Black, and Sun-burnt? IL. 


but now I have the Flower ef his Love: His Love is come toaf 
Bloom, like a young Roſe opened up out of the green Leaves, 4 
it caſteth aſtrong and fragrant Smell. I want nothing but ways 
Expreſſing Chrift's Love: A full Veſlel would have a Vent. C 
1 could ſmoke out, and caſt out Coals, to make a Fire in ma 
Breaſts of this Land! Qh l it is apity that there not manie [ 
priſoned for Chriſt, for no other purpoſe, but to write. Books: 


ted Tongues of Men and Angels in Exerciſe, and buſie, Night: 
Day, to ſpeak of it. Alas! I can ſpeak nothing of it, but wont 
at three Things in his Lore, Firſt, Freedom. O that Lumps of 
ſhould get ſuch Love for nothing ! Secondly, The Sweetneſs of 
Love: I give over either to Reak or write of it; but theſet 
feel it may better bear Witneſs, what it is; but it is ſo ſweet, t 
next to Chriſt himſelf nothing can match it: Nay I think a 80 
could live Eternallie Bleſſed only on Chriſt's Love, and Feed upon 


good, and it is a kind of Comfort and Foy to it, to get a Cuff u 
the Lovely, Sweet, and Soft Hand of Jeſus. And Thirdly, W 
Power and Strength is in his Love? I am perſwaded it can climb 


Loſſes, Eriſons, Sorrows, Exile, Diſgrace, and laugh and 1eſe, 
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|, Oh for a Years Leaſe ot the Senſe of his Love without a 


den will I ſee the Bridegroom and the Bride meet in the Clouds, 
lis each other! Oh when will we get our Day and our Hearts 
fthat Love! Oh if it were lawful to complain ot the Famine, 
Want of that Love 6f the immediate Viſion of God! O Time, 
, how doeſt thou torment the Souls of thoſe that would be 
wowed up of Chriſt's Love, becauſe thou moveſt ſo ſlowlie! Oh 
+ would pity a poor Priſoner, and blow Love upon me, and give 
boner a Taſte, or Draught of that ſur aſſing Sweetneſs, (which 
ry as it were begun) to be a Confitmatfen, that Chriſt, and 


i taat I may once Kiſs thee before Idie: what would I not give, 
wwe Time, that lieth betwixt Chriſt and me, taken out of the 
that we might once meet? I cannot think but at the firſt 
1 ſhall ſee of that moſt Lovelie and Faireſt Face, Love ſhall 


LY ge out of his two Eyes, and fill me with Aﬀoniſhment : I would but 
\ bal eto ſtand at the Outer- ſide of the Gates of the New Feraſalem, 
une ock thorow a Hole of the Door, and ſee Chriſt's Face: a bor- 
| 5 & Viſion in this Life, would be my borrowed and begun Heaven, 
? He lethe long, long- looked- for Day-· dawn. It is not for nothing that 
id, Co/of. 1. 27. Chrift in yen the hope of glory. I will be con- 


of no Pawn of Heaven but Chriſt himſelf; for Chriſt poſſeſſed 


9 * 


m, I would bide 1 fm Hell both, ere I gave it again. All 
ave here, is ſcatce the Picture of Glorie: Should not we young 
ins long and look for the Expiring of our Minority? It were 
to be daily begging Propines and Love- gifts, and the Bride» 
om's Favours 3 and, if we can do no more, ſeek Crumbs and 
wrie Dinners of Chriſt's Love, to keep the Taſte of Heaven in 
Mouth, while ING, T know, it is far Afternoon, and 


nie the Marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, the Table is covered al- 
ols ali. O Welbeloved aun, run faſt! O fair Day when wilt thou 
alleen! O ſhadows Alte away ! I think, Hope and Love woven 
my other, make our Abſence from Chtiſt Spiritual Torment: 
von Pain to wait on, but Hope that maketh not aſhamed ſwal- 
's of th up that Pain. It is net Unkindneſs that keeps Chrift and 
ſxof long aſunder. What can I ſay to Chriſt's Love? Ithink more 
oe al can ſay : To conſider, that when my Lord Jeſus may take 
et, tilt ( if I may ſo ſpeak) and go Abroad, yet hewiltbe Con- 
- 2 and keep the Prifon with me; but in all this ſweet Commu- 
upon with him, what am Ito be thanked for? I am but a Sufferer; 
ha Sher Iwill or not he will be kind to me, as if he had defied m 
uff u lineſs to make him unkind ; ſo he beareth in his Love on me; 
„ WI el die with wondering, that Juſtice hindreth not Love ; for 
climb re are none in Hell, nor out ef Hell, more unworthie of Chriſt's 
ater e. Shame may confound and ſcar me, once to hold up m 
amph uk Mouth, to receive one of Chriſt's undeſerved Kiſſes. If my 


vol 


1 to try what Chriſt is! O for the coming of the Bridegroom! 


| kave our Fill of other for erer! Come hither O Love of 


ith here is young Heaven, and Glorie in the Bud: If I had that 


kt-lide were turned out; and all Men ſaw my Vilenels, they 


vonld fay to me, Tt is a ſham for thee te Hani Hill, whil 


When have worn my Tongue to the ſtump, in praiſing of chi 


and wonder, and adore! Would to God I could bring ing 


- Warthy and Dear Brother, 


a further Revelation of the Reautie of the unenown Son of 0 


ent oun Shadow ina Glaſs! It were good to be beginning in ſad 
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Kiſethee and Imbrace thee ; It would ſeem to become me raj 
run away from his Love, as aſhamed at my own Unworthineſg, 
1 may hink Shame'to rake Heayen, who have fo highlie pro 
my Lord Jefus : But ſeing Chriſt's Love will name me, 
Content to be ſhamed. My Deſire is, that my Lord would gi 
broader and deeper Thoughts, to Feed my ſelf with wonder 
his Love: I would I could Weigh it, but I have no Ballance 
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have done nothing to him, 1 mult let him alone, for my yit 
Arms wilt not go Foote his high, wide, long and broad Lope. 
rem. aineth then, but that my Debt to the Love of Chriſt lieu 
for all Erernitie. All that are in Heaven are black ſham'd vi 
Love; as well as I, we muſt all be Dyvours together, and the Ble 
of that Houſe-full or Heayen-full of Dyvours, ſhall reſt for 
upon him. O it this Land and Naties would come andftand b 
his inconceivable and glorious Perfections, and look in, and! 


Lovers to Chrit's Houſe ! But this Nation hath forſaken 
Fountam of living Waters : | Lord caſt not Water on Sql 
Coal. Wo, wo will be to this Land, becauſe of the Day of 
Lord's fierce Anger, that is ſo faſt coming. Grace be with yon. 
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T JOHN KENNEDY, 
Baillie of fr, 


Mace, Mercie and Peace be to you: I long to ſee yon in 
Northern World, in Paper; 1 krow.it is not Forgetfu 
that ye write not: I amevery way in good Caſe, both in Soul 
Body, all Honour and Glorie be to my Lord : Lwant nothing, 


Either know not what Chriffianitie is; or we have Stinted 40 
ſure of ſo manie Ounce Weights and no more, upon Holineſs, 
there we are at a ſtay; drawing our Breath all 5x life 2 Mod 
tion in God's Way, now, is much in requeſt. © 1 profeſs, I have 
ver taken f to find out him whom my Soul loveth, there 
Gate yet of finding out Chriſt, that I have never lighted upon. 

it 1 could find it out! Alas! how ſoon are we pleaſed 


it. 47. Letters, 8 | 
wfind out God, and to ſeek the right Tread of Chriſt + Time, | 
im, and a good Opinion ef our ſelves, cur good Meaning, and 
pie Deſires, our fair Shows, and the World's gliſtering Luſters, 
eſe broad Paſſements & Buskings of Religion, that bearBulk in 
lick, is chat wherewith moſt ſatisfie themſeWes : but a watered 
(vith Tears, a dry Throat with Praying, Eyes as à Fountain of | 
Irs for the Sins ot the Land, is rare to be found among us, Oh | 
ecould know the Power of Godlineſs 1 This is one part of m 

and another is, that I, like a fool, once Summoned Chri 
Ikindneſs, and complained ot his Fickleneſs and Unconſtancie, 
uſe he would have no more of my Service nor Preaching, and 
ſaſten me out of the Inheritance of the Lord: And I confeſs 
this was but 2 (aber and 1 was aFool, yet he hath 
gvith me. I gave him a fair Advantage againſt me, but Love 
letcie would not let him take it: And the Truth is, now he 
$ chided himſelf Friends with me, and hath taken away the 
& and hath renewed his wonted Fayour in ſuch a manner, that 
uh paid me my hundred. feld in this life; and one to the Hun- 
| This Priſon is my Banque:ing-houſe, I am handled as ſoftlie 
lelicately, as a Dated Child: I am nothing behind ( I ſee } 
IChrit ; he can in a Moneth make up a Years Loſſes : and 
lte this to you, that I may intreat, nay, Adjure and Charge you, 
i Love of our Welbeloved, to help me to praiſe, and to teil all 
t Chriſtian Acquaintance to help me; for I am as deeplie 
med in his Debt, as any Dyvour can be: and yet in this fair 
blink, 1 have ſomething to keep me from Startling, or being 
lied above meaſure. His Word is a Fire ſhut up in my Bowels 
am wearie with forbearing : The Miniſters in this Town ave? 
bs, They ſhall have my Priſon changed into leſs Bounds, becauſe 
te God wich me; my Mother hath born me a Man of Son 
ton, one that ſtriveth with che whole Earth, The late Wrongs 
ſoppreſſions done to my Brotner, keep my Sails low; yet I de- 
dolles, to embark me in ſuch a Plea againſt Chriſt, as I was 
bled with of late, I hope to over- hope and over: believe my 
wbles 3 I have cauſe now to truſt Chriſt's Promiſe, more than 
Gloom. Remember my heartie Affection to your Wife. | 
lis grieved for the Succeſs of our Brethrens Journey to New- 
ls, but God hath ſomewhat to reveal, that we ſee not. Grace 

h you. Pray for the priſoner. ” PECK fone 

Aberd. Jan. 1. 1637. Tours in his only Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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L MARGARET BALANTINE. 
MISTRESS, 


Nee, Mercie and peace be unto you : It is more than time that 
[Gould have written to you; but it is yet good time, if! Fouls 
dug naue Mette F = "help 
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| help your Soul to mend your Pace, and to go more ſwifili 


your Heavenlie Countrie 3 for truly ye have need to mak 
. Haſte, becaule the Inch of your Day that remaineth, will quick| 
away; for whether we Sleep or Wake our Glaſs runneth, the 
bideth no Man: Beware of a Beguile in the Matter of your; 
tion: Wo, wo for evermore to them that loſe that Prize, for 
is behind when the Soul is once loſt, but that Sinners warm thei 
of Clay-houſes at à Fire of their own kindling, for a Day or 
_ which doth rather ſuffocate with its Smoke, than warm them,: 
length they lie down in Sorrow, and are clothed with ever]; 
Shame 2 I would ſeek no further Meaſure of Faith to beginwi 
than to believe reallie and ſtedfaſtlie the Doctrine of God's 
his all- devouring Wrath and everlaſting Burning, whete Sinnet 
burnt Soul and Bodie, in a River aud great Lake of Fire and! 
Kone ;; Then they would wiſh no more Goods, but the Thol 
part of a cold Fountain-well to cool their Tongue; they 
then buy Death, with enduring of Pain and Torment for as 
\ Years, as God hath created Drops of Rain ſince the Creation 
there is no Market in buying or ſelling Life or Death there. 
Alas the greateſt part of this World un to the place of tha 
ment Rejoycingand Dancing, Eating, Drinking and Sleeping, 
Counſel to you is, that ye ſtart in Time to be after Chriſt; 
ye go quicklie, Chriſt is not far before you, ye ſhall overtake 
O Lord God, what is fo needful as this, Salvation, Salvation 
upon this Condemned and Fooliſh World, that will give ſo litt 
Jal vation? Oh, if there were a free Market of Salvation 
claimed, in that Day, when the Trumpet of God ſlail awa 
Dead, how manic Buyers would be then? God ſend me no 
Happineſs, but that Salvation, which the blind World ( to 
eternal Wo) letteth flip through their Fingers: Therefore 
if ye can give out your Money [ as 1/as. ſpeaketh Chap. 55 
for Bread, and lay Chriſt and his Blood in Medſet for Heaven 
is a dry and hungrie Bairns-patt of Goods, that Eſaas ate h 
for here s 1 lee Thoutands following the Chaſe, and in che! 
of ſuch Things, while in the mean time they loſe the Bleſſing 
 whenall is dane, they have caught nothing to Roſt for Suppe 
lie down Hungrie; and beſides they goto their Bed ( whe! 
die) without a Candle; for God ſaith to them, Ja. 5 
This ſhall ye have at my hand, ye ſhall lie down in ſorrow, And 
this is as ill made à Bed to lie upon, as one could wiſh ; 
cannot Sleep ſoundlie, nor Reft ſweetlie, who hath Sortowi 
Pillow. Rouze, rouze up therefore your Soul, and ask how | 
and your Soul met together: I am ſuze they never got & 
who were not once ſick at the Yolk of the Heart for him: t( 
manie whole Souls think they have met with Chriſt, who had} 
4 wearied Night forthe want of him : But alas ! Whit 
are Men, that they Dreamed the laſt Night they had much 
and when they awoke in the Morning they found it was but aÞ 
What axe all the oinners in the World, in that Day wag Fiat 
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, bolt. 48. Letters. 33 
zuth ſhall go up in a Flame of Fire, but a Number of beguiled 
beamer ? everie one ſhall {ay of his Hunting and his Conqueſt, Pe- 
adit was a dream; everie Man in that Day will tell his Dre m. I 
eech you in the Lord Jeſus, beware, beware of unſound Work in 
de Mat cr of your Salvation: ye may not, ye cannot, ye dow not 
mnt Chriſt: Then after this day conveen all your Lovers before 
aun Soul, and give them their Leave, and ſtcike Hands with Chriſt, 
tt thereafter there may be no Happineſs to you but Chriſt, no 
Kring for anie thing but Chriſt, no Bed at Night [ when Death 
ancth ] but Chriſt, Chriſt, Chriſt, who but Chriſt? I know 
much of Chrift, He is not ill to be found, nor lordlie of his Love; 
vo had been my part of it for evermore, if Chriſt had made a 
inty of himſelf to me; but God be thanked, 1 gave nothing 


bollWM:Exchanged, Chriſt cannot be Sold, Chriſt cannot be Weighed : 
ey ere would Angels, or all the World, find a Ballance to Weigh - 
as nin in! All Lovers bluſh when ye ſtand beſide Chriſt ; Wo upon 


Love but the Love of Chriſt ? Hunger, hunger for evermore, 
pon all Heavens but Chriſt. Shame, thame for eyermore, be 
jon all Glorie but Chriſt's Glorie. 1 crie Death, Death upon all 
Lives, but the Life of Chriſt, O what is it that holdeth us aſunder ! 
that once we could have a fair Meeting. Thus recommending 
Chriſtto you, and you to him for evermore ; 1 reſt. Grace be 
jth you. | . ee 


Aberd. 1637. Nees Touxs in his ſweet Lord, 


— * I 


Ti TJTANETKENNEDY. 


Loving and Dear Siſter, 


wie know, the Sar our of Chriſt in you ( that rhe Virgins love to 
) cannot be blown away with Winds either from Hell, or 
And Bic cvil ſmelled Air of this polluted World ; Sit far aback from 

e walls of this Peſi-honſe, even the Pollutions of this defiling 
„ World. Keep your Taſte, your Love and Hope in Heaven; it is 
1001 


ot Mes. Up, up after your Lover, that ye and he may be together. 
king from Heaven hath ſent for you, by Faith he ſheweth you the 
* eu Jeruſalem, and raketh you alongſt in the Spirit, thorow all 


dad been the choſen of God, Chriſt would nave built that one Houſe 
for yon and himſelf. Now, it is for cn and manic others alto, 


F a ; take 


, 


&Chiift, and now I proteſt before Men and Angels, Chriſt cannot 


p- * — * . . 8 a . I. . — 4 . 


PRace, Mercy and Peace be unto you: I received your Letter; 1 


dot good, your Love and your Lord ſhould be in two ſundrie coun- 


the eafie Rooms, and Dwelling-houſes in Heaven, and faith, All 
theſe are thine, this Palace is for thee and Chriſt 3 and it ye onlie 


. 
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Bun is well turned, and low: benigh your Lodging againſt Nj 


_.emptie, and the two Lodgings Heaven and Hell be filled: 
Length there will be nothing in the Earth, but toom Walls and bi 


Hheavie as &n Mountains of Iron, when he putteth his ſweet Shi 
dier under me and it, my croſs is but a Feather. I pleaſe my ſe 


 Þecathleſs Runner 3 for when Lloſe Breath climbing up the M 


1637. | Jaws, 8. 
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8 O ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: Ye ate, trulie bleſſed of Doub 


Night Dream or aFancie : It is a wonder that Men denie nott 
these is a Heaven, as they denie there is a Way to it, but of 


ef your Buxden, But believe me, this Would, ( which ths L. 


Ni 
2 | 7 | got 
take with you in your Journie what ye may carrie with you, bod 
Conſcience, Faith, Hope, Patience, Meekneſs, Goodneſs, Brot. 
Jie-kindneſs 3 for ſuch Wares as theſe are of great price, in IK 
High and New Countrie, whither ye go: As for other things, i" 
ate but the World's Vanitie and Traſh, ſince they are but the H. 


Fweepipgs, ye ſhall do beſt not to carrie them with yon ye fo 
them here, leave them here, and let them keep the Houſe, 


We go one and one, out of this great Market, till the Town 


Aſhes, and therefore it is beſt to make away. Antichriſt | 
his Maſter are buſie to ple..iſh Hell, and to ſeduce manie; and st 
great Church lights, are falling from Heaven, and manie are mi 
and ſeduced, and make up with their Faith, and ſell their Birth r 
by their hungrie Hunting for I know not what. Faſten your G 
Faſt upon Chriſt, I verilie eſteem him the beſt Ought that Iha 
He is my Jecond in Priſon: having him, though my croſs wer 


the Choice of Chriſt, he is my Waile, in Heaven and Earth; I 
joice that he is in Heaven before me: God ſend a joyful Meet 
and in the mean time the Traveller's charges for the way, Imeat 
Burden of Chrift's Love to ſweeten the Journey, and to encoura 


tain, he maketh new Breath. Nou, the verie God of Peace « 
li you to the Day of his Appearance. | 3 


Aberd. Sept 9. | Yours in his only l 


„ MARGARET REID. 
M 7 very Dear and Worthy Siſter, | frer 4 


Lord, however aſowre World gloom upon you, if ye cont... 
theFaith grounded and ſettled, and be not moved away from 
Hope of the Goſpel. It is good, there is a Heaven, and it 1510 


mzking : lou have learned of Chriſt, that there is a Heat 
'gonteng.for it, and contend for Chriſt ; bear well and ſubmilliv 
the hard croſs of this Step other World, that God will not hay 
be yours. I confeſs, it is hard, and I would I were able to eaſe 


— 


iſt, 50. Telters. . 
guot have to be yours) is but the Droſs, the Refuſe and Scum 
& God's Creation, the Portion of the Lotd's poor hired Ser- 
ns: the Moveables, not the Heritage; a hard Bone caſten to 
dogs holden out of the New Jeruſalem, whereupon they rather 
their Tecth, than ſatisfie their Appetite: It is your Father's 
ſing, and Chtiſt's Birth-right, that our Lord is keeping for you 
Iperſwade you, your Seed alſo ſhall inherit the Earth ( it that 
brood for them,) for that is promiſed to them, and God's Bond 
700d and better, than if Men would give eyerie one of them a 
br for Thouſand Thouſands. Ere ye was born, Crofles in Num- 
& Meaſure and Weight were written for you, and your Lord will 
ron thorow them: make Chriſt ſure, and the Bleſſings of the 
ni ball be at Chriſt's Back. Iſee manie Profeſſors for the Faſhion _ 
Mowon 3 but they ate Profeſſors of Glaſs : I would cauſe a 
e Knock of Perſecution ding them in twentie Pieces, and ſo the 
Hold hould laugh at the Sheards:: Tnerefore make faſt Work, ſee, 
Lt Chriſt lay the Ground-Rone of your Profeſſion 3 for Wind 
Rain and Speats will not waſh away his Building 1 his Works 
neno ſhorter Date than to ſtand ſor evermore. I ſhould twentie | 
mes have periſhed in my Affliction, if I had not leaned my weak 
ud, and laid my preſſing Burden both upon the Stene, the Foanda- 
lone, the Corner. ſtone laid in Zion: and I deſite never to riſe 
K this stone. Now the verie God of Peace confirm, and eſtabliſh 
me the Day of the bleſſed Appearance of Chriſt Jeſus, God 
vith ou. | e CELLAR ; „ 


Aberd. | Wars in his deareſt Lor? 
| | | Jeſun. S. R. 5 
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b AMES BAU TIE. 


Loving Brotber, 


* 


(Pace, Mercy and Peace be unto you: I received your Letter, and 
render you Thanks for the ſame 3 but I have not time to an- 
ſrerall the Heads of it, as the Beater can inform you, 1. Ye do 
dell to take your ſelf at the right Stot, when ye wrong Chriſt by 
doubting and Misbelief ; for this is to Nickname Chriſt, and 
em hin Liar, which, being ſpoken to our Frince,would be Hanging 
Heading ;; but Chriſt hangeth nor always for Treaſon : It is 
pod that he may regiſtrate a Believers Bond a hundred times, and 
note than ſeventie times a day have Law againſt us, & yet he ſpareth 
u, as 4 man doth his Sen that ferveth him: No tender-hearted 
Mother, who may have Law to kill her ſucking Child, would put in 
Execution that Law. 2. For your Failings, even when ye have a 
let Triſt with Chriſt, and when ye have a fair ſeen Advantage, by 
| ; 1 | keeping 
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keeping vour Appointment with him, and Salvation co 


nant or not? For Pride maketh looſe work of the Covenant 0 


_ Chriſt beginneth young with manie, and ſtealeth into their Heart 


5 el. £17070 5 @ Epill, ef 
| | meth to th 
verie paſling of the Seals, I would fay two things, 1. Conclude 


1 ( 0 
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and ſealed Salvation may go through and be ended, ſuppoſe ye uin 
your Name to the Tail of the Covenant with Ink that can hardlie h nei 
Read: Neither think Lever anie Man's Salvation paſſed the Seal dann 
but there was an odd Trick or Slip, in leſs or more, upon the fools par ern 
who is infeofted in Heaven. In the moſt grave and ſerious Work fic of 
our Salvation, I think Chriſt had ever good cauſe to laugh at d e N 
illieneſs, and to put on us his Merits, that we might bear Weight nome 
2. It is a ſweet Law of the New Covenant, and a Priviledge ofth e 
new Burgh, that Citizens pay according to their Means; for th stbere 
© new Covenant ſaith not, Se much Obedience by Ounte Weights, n elf 
no leſs, under the pain of Damnation: Chriſt rakerh, as pod teme 
Men may give: where there is a mean Portion, he is content vu T' 
the leſs, if there be Sineeritre ; broken sums and little fecklefl Its, 
Obedience will be pardoned, and hold the foot with him: kno er; 
ye not, that our kindiie Lord retaineth his good old Heart yet: Heir 
| breaketh not a bruiſed reed, nor quest heth the ſmoakin? flax: but i vill! 
the Wind blow, he holdeth his Hands about it, till it rife to a Flame Li 


The Law cometh on with three Oyes's, with all the Heart, with al 


ms if 
the ſeul, and with all the whele ſirength : and where would poe 


10 mi 


Folks, like you and me, furniſh all theſe Sums? it feareth mꝰ gene 
( nay it is moſt certain) that it the payment were to come oute, 
Our Purſe, when we ſhould put our hand in our Bag, we would brin te, 
out the Wind, or worſe: But the New Covenant ſeeketh not Hen his 

mete ner ſtented Obedience, as the condition of it, becauſe Fol ei m 

giveneſs hath always place, Hence I draw this concluſion: To thin" 10! 
Matters betwixt Chriſt and us go back, for Want of Heaped Mes t 
ſore, is a piece of old Adam' s pride, who would either be at lege! 
Yo or nothing. We would ſtill have God in our common, an emu 

ity his Kindneſs with our Merits; for beggarhie Pride is Devil be Le 


Honeſty, and bluſheth to be in Chriſt's common, and ſcarce erverl 
God a Gram- mercy, and a lifted Cap ( except it be the Phariſee 
unluckie God T thank the?) ox abowed knee to Chriſt: it wi 


Never 
hve ( 
Jaring 


onlie give a Good-day for a Good-day again, and if hediſſemble the 
His Kindneſs, as it were, in jeſt, and ſeem to misken it, it in eatneſi cm 
ſpurneth with the Heels, and ſnuffeth in the Wind, and careth no ines 
much for Chriſt's Kindneſs ; If he will not be Friends let him go et 
faith Pride: beware of this Thief, when Chriſt offereth himſelffi Daf 


3. No marvel then of Whiſperings, whether you be in the Coe 
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Grace, and will not let Chriſt be full Bargain-maker. To ſpeak te 
you particularlie and ſhortlie. 1, All the tiulie Regenerated canno 
determinatelie tel! you the Meaſure of their Dejections; becaull 


ere they wit of themlelves,Yand becometh homelie with them, wi 
little Din or Noiſe. I grant, manie are blinded, in rejoicing in 
good cheap Converſion, that never coſt them a ſick Night; Chriſt 
Phyſick wrought in a Dream upon them: But for that, "= 

| 8 95 
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50 fl a 50. | | I; * i | | 
t other Marks be found, that Chtiſt is indeed come in, never | 
jude e flea with him, becauſe he will not anſwer, Lord Jeſus, how 
ruin? Whether in at Door or Window | Make hiin ec me 
lieh 1cis come. The wind bloweth where it liſteth ; all the World's 
Seals cannot erfectlie render a Reaſon, why the Wind ſhould be . 
par ben in the Eft, fix Weeks poſſiblie in the Weſt: and the ſpace 
th fic of an Afternoon inthe South or North. Ye will not find out 
t ou the Nicks and Steps of Chriſt's Way with a Soul, do what ye can, 
icht bmetimes he will come in ſtepping ſoftlie, like one walking be- 
th ea ſleeping perſon, and ſlip to the Door, and let none know he 
t th stbere. 2. Le ebjef, The trulie Regenerate ſhould love God for 
an elf: and ye ſear that ye love him more for his Benefits (as 
poocrements and Motives to love him } than for bimſelf. I an- 
wü ro love God for himſelf as the laſt End, and allo for his Be- 
cke es, 85 Incitements and Motives to love him, may ff and well to- 


Kno er; as a Son loveth his Mother. becauſe ſhe is his Mother, 
beit fie be poor: and he loveth her for an Apple alſo: I hope 
but ill not ſay, that Benefits are the onlie Reaſon and Bottom of 
ame u Love 3 it ſeemeth there is a better Foundation for it: Al» 
th aff if 2 Hole be in it, few it up ſhortlie. 3. Ye feel not 
poofMſÞurning in Chriſt's Abſence, as ye would, I anſwer, Tua: 


degenerate mourn at all times, and all ima like meature d 


bor nice, Ideny 3 There are different Degrees of Montaing les ot 
rin ore, as they have leſs or more Love to him, und css noe $211 
17, his Abſence : But, 1. Some they muſt hive. +. fomer mes 
Fon er miſs not the Lord, and then the) cannot Metun, how tf 1s 


hint long ſo : At leaſt it is not alwiſe ſo. 3. Ye challenge vin 
Mea e, that ſome Truths find more Credit with you than oiners, 1 £ 
legal vel, ſor God is true in the leaſt, as well as in the greaicit, and 


emuſt be ſo to you: Ye muſt not call him true in the one age of 


and 

* be Leaf, and falſe in the other; for our Lord in all his Wii ings 
wetl wer contradicted himſelf yet, although the beſt of the Regenetate 
ſee ne ſlipped here 3 always labour ye to hold your Feet. 4 Com- 
will bring the Eſtate of one trulie Regenerate ( whoſe Heart is a Temple 


be Holy Ghoſt) and yours ( vhich is ſull of Uncieanneſs and 
Compcion ) ye ſtand dumb and diſcouraged, and dare not ſome- 


mbl 


rne 

1 noMtimes call Chriſt heartſomlie your own. I enſwer, The beſt Rege- 
n go terzte have their Defilements, and ( it I may ſpeak fo ) their 
nel f peck, that will clog behind them all their days, and waſh as 


they wiil, there will be Filth in their Boſom: But Jet not this put 
jou from the Well. 2. I Anſwer, Albeit there be ſome Ounce 
Weights of Carnalitie, and {ome ſquint Look, or Eye in our Neck to 
inldol ; yer Love in its own Meaſure may be found ; for Glorie 
buſt purifie and perfect our Love, it will never till then be abſolutelie 
ue: yer if the Idol reign, and have the Yolk of the Heart, and 
be keys of the Houſe, and Chriſt onlie be made an Underling to 
un Errands, all is not right; thierefore Examine well. 3. There 
$atwofoid Diſcouragement: One ot Unbelief, to conclude, and 
make doubt of the concluſion, for a Mote in your Eye, and a By- | 
F 4 2 look 
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look to an Idol; this is ill. There is another Diſcouragemen: 
Sorrow for Sin, when ye find a By-look to an Idol: this js 2906 

-and a matter of Thankſgiving ; therefore Examine here ak 
4. The Aſſurance of Jeſus*s Love ye ſay, would be the moſt co ; 
fortable News that erer ye heard: Anſ. That may ſtop tweny 
Holes, and looſe manie Objections: that Love hath Telling in i 
{trow. Oh that ye knew and felt iz, as I have done! 1 wig "01 
a ſhare of my Feaſt ; ſweet, ſweet hath it been to me. If my Sh 
had not given me his Love, I would have fallen thorow the Cauſey o 
Aberdeen ere now: But for you, hing on, your Feaſt is not f. 
off; ye ſhall be filled, ere ye go, there is as much in our Lord 
Pantrie, as will ſatisfie all his Bairns; and as much Wine in his Ce! 
lar, as will quench all their Thirſt : Hunger on, for there is Mes 
in Hunger for Chriſt: Go never from him, but faſn him [ whe 
yet 2 with the Importunitie of hungrie Souls] with adig 
full of hungrie Deſires, till he fill you; and if he delay, yet com 
not ye away, albeit ye ſhould fall a Swoon at his Feet. 5. Yecrayd 
my Mind, whether ſound Comfort may be found in Prayer, wher 
Conviction of a known Ido! is preſent. I Anſwer, An Idol, 382 
Idol, cannot ſtand with found Comfort; for that Comfort that is 
gotten at Dagon's feet, is a Cheat or Bleafiamm,yet ſound Comfort 
and Conviction of an Eye to an Idol, may as well dwell together, ag 
Tears and Joy 1 But let this do you ne ill, Ifpeak it for your En 
couragement, that ye may make the beſt out of your Joys ye can 
albeit ye find them mixed with Motes. 6. Sole conviction, if alone 
without Remorſe and Grief, is not enough, therefore lend it a Tear, 
if ye dow win at it. 7: Te Qneffion, when ye win to more Fervencie 
- Tometimes with your Neighbour in Prayers, than your alone, whe- 
ther Hypocriſie be in it, er not? I Anſwer, If this be always, no 
Queſtion a Spice of Hypoctifie is in it, which would be taken heed 
to; but poſſiblie Deſertion may be in private, and Preſence in 
publick, and then the Caſe is clear. 8. A fit of Applauſe may oc- 
caſion by Accident, a rubbing of a cold Heart, and fo Heat and Life 


may come; but it is not the proper Cauſe of that Heat: hence 


- God of his free Grace will ride his Errands, upon our ſtinking Cor- 
ruption; but Corruption is but a meer Occaſion and Accident ;. as 
the playing on a Pipe removed Anger from the Prophet, and made 


| Him fitter to propheſie, 2 King. 3. ver. 15. 9. Ye complain of 


Chriſt's fhort Viſits, that he will not bear you Companie one Night, 
but when ye lie down warm at Night, ye riſe cold at Morning, 
.Enſwer, 1 cannot blame you [ nor anie other,, who knoweth that 
{weet Gueſt] to bemoan his With-drzwings, and to be moſt de. 
ſirous ot his Abode and Companie; for he would captivate and 
engage the Affection of anie Creature, that ſaw his Face : ſince he 
looked on me, and gave me a Sight of his fair Love, he gained my 
Heart whollie, and got away with it: Well, well may he brook it; 
he Gall keep it long, ere I fetch it from him. But I ſhall tell you 
what ve ſhall do, Treat him well, give him the Chair and the Board- 


head, and make him welcome to the mean Portion 5e ny 4 


Ait 5e Letters. 5 8 
od Supper and ku Entertainment maketh the Gueſt love che Inns 
je better: Yet ſometimes Chriſt hath an Errand elſewhere, for 


nf ; as is Clear in Deſertions for meer Trial, and not for Sin. 
10. le ſeek the Difference betwixt the Motions of the Spirit, in 
keirleaſt Meaſure, and the Natural Joys of your own Heart. Anf. 
$4 Man can tell, if he joy and delight in his Wife, or if he de- 


1 You 

Lo iat and joy in her for Satisfaction of his Luſt ; but hating her 
ley oftron, and ſo loving her for herFleſh, and not grieving when III 
t fi alleth her: So will a Man's Joy in Gop, and his whotiſh Na- 


xdthe Lox, it will ſpeak the Singleneſs of his Love to him. 17. 
ea the Reaſon, why Senſe overcometh Faith ? A4. Becauſe 


ture: Ye ask, if Faith in that Caſe be ſound ? Anſ. If it be 
led away, it is neither Sound nor. Unſound, becauſe it is not 
ith; but it might be and was Faith, before Senſe did blow out 
e Act of Believing. - Zafily, Ye ask what to do, when Promiſes 
t born in upon you, and Senſe of Impenitencie for Sins of Youth, 


indreth Application? I Anſwer, If it be living Senſe, it may 
nfon nd vith Application; and in this cafe, put to your Hand and 
1, your Meat in Gop's Name: If Falſe, ſo that the Sins of Youth 
EA not Repented of, then as Faith and Impenitencie cannot ſtand 
> can ether, ſo neither that Senſe and Application can couſiſt. Bro- 
None, excuſe my Brevitie, for Time ſtraitneth me, that I get not my 
Tear ld ſaid in theſe things, but muſt refer that to a new Occaſion, if 
eneie m offer it. Brother, Pray for me. Grace be with you. 


Alera. | Tears in his deareſt Lord © 
no 1657+ | r 
heed] | | 
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= JOHN STUART, 
ll Provoſ? of Air, now in Ireland. Z 


ight, Mach Honenred Sir, 


ning. 

tha being new removed from my Flock, and the Prifoner of Chriſt 

t de- at Aberdeen I would not have you to think it ſtrauge: that 
and Wit Journie to New Exgland hath gotten ſuch a Daſh : It indeed 

ce he NMumade my Heart heavie 3 yet Ikno it is no dumb Providence, 
am ſpeaking one, whereby our Lord ſpeaketh his Mind to you, 

x It Noch for the pretent ye do not well underſtand what he faith : 

vou ever it be, he who ſitteth upon the Floods hath ſhowen you his 

ard- nellous Kindneſs in the great Depths : 1 know your Loſs is 


k ; and your Hope is gone far againſt you 3 But I eatieat N50 
$5 i r 


6 
o 


deer Trial, and then, though ye give him Kings-Chear, he will 


Joy be diſcovered; if he Sorrow for anie thing that may Of- 


aſe is more natural, and near of Kin to our own ſelfith and foft 


Race, Mercy and Peace be unto you: 1 long to hear from you, 


. e —— — 
— — = 1 — — — 
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50 Mr. Rutherforrd's 
Sir, expound aright our Lord's laying all Hinderances in the W. 
I perſwade my ſelf, your Heart aimeth at the Footſteps of the Fle 


to feed beſide the Shepherds Tents, and to dwell beſide him wht 


+ your Soul loveth, and that it is your Deſire, to remain in the 

derneſs, where the Woman is kept from the Dragon; and t 
being your Deſire, remembet that a poor Priſoner of Chriſt {aic 
to you, that, That miſcerried Journey is with child to you of M 
and Conſolation : and ſhall bring forth a fair Birth, and the J. 
ſhall be Mid · wife to the Birth: wait on, he that believeth mak 
haſte, Iſa. 28. 16. I hope ye have been asking what the Lord me 
eth, and what further may be his Will, in Reference to your Retu 


My dear Brother, let God make of you what he will, he will « 


all with Conſolation, and ſhall make Glorie out of your Sufferin 
and would yewiſh better Work? This Water was in your Way 
Heaven, and written in your Lord's Book, ye behoved to croſs 
and therefore kiſs his wiſe and unerring Providence: Let 
the cenſures of men, who fee but the Out- ſide of things [ 
rce well that ] abate og courage and Rejoycing in the Lo 
Howbeit your Faith feeth but the Back-ſide of Providence, 
hath a better Side, and God ſhall let you ſee it, Learn to bel 
Chriſt better than his Strokes, himſelf and his Promiſes bettert| 
his Glooms : Daſhes and Diſappointments are not Cano 
Scripture ; ſighing for the Promiſed Land, ſeemed to cry to G 
Promiſe, then lyeſi. If our Lord ride upon a Straw, his Horſe fl 
neither ſlumble nor fall, Rom. 8. 28. For we knew that all th 
werk together for good te them that love God, Ergo, Shipwt: 
| Lofles, &c. work together for the Good of them that love G 
Hence ! infer, that Loſſes, Diſappointmenrs, ill Tongues, Lo 
Friends, Houſes or Country, are God's Work-men, ſet on Work, 
work out Good to you, out of everie thing that betalleth you: 
not the Lord's Dealing ſeem - or Unfatherlie: bec 
it is Unpleaſant; when the Lord's Bleſſed Will bloweth Croſsy 
Deſires, it is beſt in Humilitie to ſtrike Sail to him, and to be wil 
| to be led anie Way our Lord pleaſeth: It is a Point pf Denis 
your ſelf, to be as if ye had not a Vill, but had made a free Diſpe 
en of it to God, and had fold it over to him; and to make uſe ot 
Will for your own, is both true Hglineſs and your Eaſe and Tea 
Le know not what the Lord is working out of this, but ye ſhallk 
it hereafter : and what Iwriteto you, Iwrite to your Wife, leo 
paſſionate her Caſe ; bur intreat her not to Fear or Faint; 
| Fourney is a part of her Wilderneſs to Heaven and the Promi 
Land, and there are fewer Miles behind: it is nearer the daws 
of the Day to her, than when ſhe went out of Scetland: I we 
be glad to hear, that ye and ſhe have Comfort and Courage in 
Lord. Now as concerning our Kirk : Our Service-Book is 0rd 
ed by open Proclamation and Sound of Trumpet to be 1ead 
all the Kirks of this Kingdom : Our Prelates are to meet 


Month tor it and our Canons, and for a Reconcilietion betvis 
and the Tutherans. The f roſeſſors of Aberdeen Unwerſnie 


Char 


Epiſt. & 


Ferſa 
0g, t 
K th 
ket is 

him 
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gills 51. ters, . """ 
ed to draw up the Articles of an UnifoymConfeſNon : But 
riliatien with Pepery is intended; This is the Day. of Ja- 
ſtation : the ways of Zion mourn : sur Gold is beceme 
: the Sun is gene down upon eur Prophets: a dry Wind, 
leiter to Fan nor to Cleanſe, is coming upon this Land and 
ou Ul is coming from the multiplied Tranigreſſions of this 
u and from the Friends and Lovers of Babefamongſt us; Jer. 
63. The Violence done te me and my Fleſh be upon thee, Babylen, 
the Inhabitants of Zion ſay; and my Blood upon the Iuhabi- 
f Caldea, ſhell Feraſalem ſay. Now for my felf, I was tiitee 
« before the High Commiſſion, and Accuſed of Treaſon preach- 
wainſt our Ring: A Miniſter being Witneſs went well nigh 
wear it :? God hath faved me from their Malice. 1. They 
x Deprived me of my Miniſtery. 2. Silenced me, that I exer- 
þ no part of the Minifterial Function within this K/ngdem, un- 
the Pain of Rebellion. 3. Confined my Perſon within the Town 
llerdeen, where 1 find the Miniſters working for my Coufine- 
at in Carrhneſs or Orknay, far from them; becauſe ſome 
wlc here (willing to be edified ) reſort to me. At my fiiſt 
ry, 1 had heavie Challenges within me, and a Court fence 
ut hope not in Chriſt's Name ] wherein it was A ſſerted, that 
[Lord would have no mere of my Service, and was tired of me: 
like a Fool I ſummoned Chrift alſo for Unkindneſs, my Soul 


"I ited, and I reſuſed Comfort, and ſaid, What ailed Chriſt at 
111 th ! deſired to be faithful in bis Houſe ? Thus is my Rovings 


{ Miſtakings, my Lord Jeſus beſtowed Mercy on me, who. am 
& than the leaſt of all Saints. I lay upon the Duſt, and bowghr # 
a from Satan againſt Chriſt, and he was content to ſell it; but 
length Ghriſt did ſhow himſelf Friends with me, and in Mercie 
doned and paſt my Part of it, and only complained, that a 
ut ould be halden in his Bounds, without his own Allowance : 


roſs 1 paſs from my Compearance; and as if Chriſt had done the 
e will be hath made the Mends, and returned to my Souf; So 
Denial t now his poor Priſoner feedeth on the Feaſts of Love : My 
Diſpe rerfaries know not, what a Courtier 1 am now with my Royal 


ug tor whoſe-Crown I now Suffer, it is but our ſoft and lazie 
e that has raiſed an Ill Report of the Croſs of Chiiſt, O ſweet, 


2ll kf is his Yoke * Chriſt's Chains are of pure Gold ; Suffexings 
„ 100 him are perfumed: I would not give my Weep:ng, for the 
t; whing of all the fourteen Prelates. I would not exchange my 
Promi neſs with the World's Joy. O lovelie, lovelie Jeſus, how fweet 


uſt thy Kiſſes be, when thy Croſs ſmelleth ſo ſweetlie: O if all 
three in2doms had part of my Love-feait, and of the Com- 
tof a dated Prifoner. Dear Brother, I charge you to Praiſe for 
and feek help of our Acquaintance there, to help me to Praiſes 
j ſhould 1 ſmother Chriſt's Honeſtie to me?: my Heart is 
en up with this, that my Silence and Sufferings may Preach 3 I 
lech you in the Bowels of Chrift to hel, me to Praiſe : Re- 
Wer my Love in Chriſt to your Mie, to Mr, Blair, and Mr. 

| - Ss | Livingſton, 


— 
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53 ' Mr. Rutherford's 


he hath becn pleaſed to prevent me in Mercie, and to caſt me! 
4 Fever of Love for himſelf, and his Abſence maketh my Fe 


rs Oe 


3 


ier ita Man, his be will be, ts br gong ont of the Kingdow * 


2 —— — 


Livingſon, and Mr. Caniug ha ne: let me hear from you, (iii 1 
am anxious what to do, if I ſaw a call for New- England, I yw, tat ( 
follow it. Grace be with you. lige 


| | ſe, 
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Prevoſt of Air. 4 

| 10 60 

' Mach Hose and Deareſt in Chriſt, them 

| Migh 

Lace: Mercy and Peace from God our Father, and from our I 

.»= Jeſus Chriſt, be upon you: I expeRed the Comfort ofa Wiſhes 

ter to a Priſoner from you, ere now. I am here, Sir, am) 

ting off a part of my Inch of Time, and when I awake firſt in Win, 

Morning (which is always with great Heavineſs and Sadnelili fell 

this Queſtion is brought to my Mind, Am Iſerving God or no? being 

that I doubt of the Truth of this Honourable Eauſe, wherein 1M ain 

engaged, [I dare venture in to Eternitie and before my Jui {ence 

that I now Suffer for the Truth,becauſe that I cannot endure that N 12 

Faſter, who is a free-born King, ſhould pay Tribute to anie of WI Pr: 

Shields or Potſheards of the Earth; O that I could hold the Crt ng 

upon my Princely Ktag's Head with my ſinful Arm, howbel inhi 

ſhould be ſtroke from me in that Service from the Shoulder: bl :Go 

but my cloſed Mouth, my dumb Sabbaths, the Memorie of bis 

_ Communion with Chriſt, in manie fair, fair Days in bett 

[. whereas now my Aafer getteth no Service of my Tongue jou 
then ] hath almoſt broken my Faith in two Halves ; Yet in 
deepeſt Apprehenſions of his Anger, I ſee thorow a Cloud th 
am wrong; and he in Love to my Soul hath taken up the Control 
ſie betwixt Faith and. Apprehenfions, and a Decreet is palt 

Chriſt's Side of it, and I Subſcribe the Decreet : The Lon — 


equal in his Ways, but my Guiltineſs often overmaſtereth my | 
lieving: I have not been well known, for, except as to e 
Outbreakings, I want nothing, of what Judas and Cain had, 0 


moeſt painful; and beſide, he hath Vifited my Soul, and Wate 
it witk his Comforts ; but yet I have not what I would, the 
of Real and Felt Poſſeſſion is my onlie Death; I know C 
Pitieth me in this. The Great Men my Friends, that did for 
are dried up, like Winter Brooks of Water: All ſay, No De- 


* er Baya Wa a. . 

wit, 535 ters; >; +: oy 
ihe they tire of me; but believe me, I am moſt gladlie content 
Wt Chriſt breaketh all my Idols in pieces: it hath put a new 
five upon my Blunted Love to Chriſt, I ſee he is jealous of my 
wie, and will have all to himſelf. In a Word, theſe fix Thing! 
ry Burden, 1. I am not in the Vine-yard as others are, it ma 
g becauſe Chriſt thinketh me a withered Tree not worthie of its 
zoom ; but God forbid. 2. Wo, wo, wo is coming upon my 
Blot Mother this Apoſiate Kirk; the Time is coming, when we 
ul wiſh for Doves Wings to flie and hide us; Oh for the Deſola- 
io of this Land !. 3. I ſee my Dear Maſter Chriſt going his alone 
ts it were] Mourning in Sack-cloth, his fainting Friends, fear 
tat King Jeſus ſhall loſe the Field; but he muſt carrie the Day. 
u Gwiltineſs & the Sins of my Youth are come up againft me, and 
be would come in the plea in my Sufterings, as deſerving Cauſes 
nGop's Juſtice 3 but I pray Gop for Chriſt's ſake, he never give 
lem that Room: Wo's me that Icannot get my Royal, Dreadinl, 
lightie and Glorious Prince ef the Kings of the Earth ſet on High- 
fr, Ye may help me and pitie me in this, and bow your Knee and 
hes his Name, and deſire others to do it, that he hath been pleaſed 
nmy Suffering to make Atheiſts, Papiſts, and Enemies about me, 
ln, It is like Godis with this Priſoner. Let Hell and the Powers of 
fell (I care not] be let looſe againſt me, to do their worſt, fo 
king Chriſt and my Father, and his Father be magnified in my Suf- 
faings. 6. Chriſt's Love hath pained me; for howbeit his: Pre- 
ſence hath ſhamed me, and drowned me in Debt, yet he often goeth 
away, when my Love to him is burning; he ſeemeth to look like 
Around Wooer, who will not look upon a poor Match, who is Dy- 
ug of Love; Iwill not ſay he is lordly-; but I know he is wiſe, | 
hiding himſelf from a Child and a Fool, who maketh an Idol and 
00d of one of Chriſt's Kifles, which is Idolatrie ; I fear I adore 
tis Comforts more than himſelf, and that I love the Apples of Life, 
better than the Tree of Life. Sir, write to me, Commend me to 
jour Wife, Mercie be hex Portion. Grace be with you. 


Alefd. Tours in his deareſt Loyd | 
1637. Jieſus, S. R. 
E_EUYU[ul war wr or yoo 
* TE — 8 As oa 


I JOHN. STUART, * 
Provoſt of Air. 

Worthy and dearly beloved ix our Lord, + 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I was Refreſhed and Com: 
- foited with your Letten: What Iwrote to you for your Com 
| : 15 i | | i 10 7 


b 
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| fort, 1 do not Remember; but 1 believe, Love will Proph, 
Home- ward, as it would have it. I wiſh 1 could help you to Prat 

his Great and Holie Name, who keepeth the Feet of his Saints, 2 
hath Numbred all your Goings. I know our Deareſt Lord will pat 

don and paſs by our Honeſt Errours and Miſtakes, when we ming hi 

' Honovr ; Yet I know, none of you have ſeen the other Halfar 
the hidden Side of your wonderful Return Home to us again, 1 
= confident ye ſhall yet ſay, That Gov's Mercie blew your Sails bac 
to Ireland again. Worthie and dear Sir, I cannot but give you; 
Account of my preſent State, that ye may go an Errand for me, (if 
my High and Royal Maſter, of whom I boaſt all the Day. I am; Ike 
proud of his Love, ( nay, I bleſs my ſelf, and boaſt more of m 
preſent Lot) as anie poor Man can be of an earthlie King's Court 
or of a Kingdom. Firſt, I am verie often turning both the Side 

of my Croſs, eſpeciallie my Dumb and Silent Sabbaths, not becau 
I deſire to find a Crcok or Defe in my Loxv's Love, but becau(WM;..-. 
Love is ſick with ehanſies, and Fear: whether or not theLoj Inde 

| hath a Proceſs leading againſt my Guiltineſs, that I have not y- 
well ſeen, Iknow not; my Peſire is to ride fair, and not to ſpy: 
Dire ( if with Reverence of him, I may be permitted to make u 

of ſuch a Word) in the Face of my onlie, onlie Welbeloved ; by 
fear of Guiltineſs, is a Tale-bearer betwixt me & Chriſt, and isfil 
whiſpering III Tales of my Lon, to weaken my Faith; I ha 

' rather a Cloud went over my Comforts by theſe Meſſages, than tha 
my Faith ſhould be Hurt; for if my Loxp getino Wrong by me 
| verilie I deſire Grace not to care what become of me. 1 deſite tc 
give no Faith, nor Credit ta my Sorrow, that can make a Lye ofmy 
1 beſt Friend Chriſt. Wo, wo be to them all, who ſpeak Ill of Chri 
Hence theſe Thoughts awake with me in the Morning, and go te 


Temp 
ure; 
that c. 


| | a that 
Zed with me; Oh what Service can a Dumb Bodie do in Chriſt' - 


*. Houſe! Ohlthinkthe Word of Gop is Impriſoned alſo ? Oh Wi. x 
| am a drie Tree : Alas Icanneither Plant, nor Water! Oh ifm z 
LoxD would make but Dung of me, to fatten, and make fertil hi noc 

oon 238 in Mount Zion Oh if I might but ſpeak to bh 
three or four Herd-beys, of my Worthie Maſter, I would be fa so 
tisfied to be the meaneſt and moſt obſcure of all the Paſtors in thiꝗ nud 
Land, and to live in auie Place, in anie of Chriſt's baſeſt O nere 
houſes ; But he faith, Sirra, I will nor ſend e; I have no E be f 
rands for yes thereaway : My delire to ſetve him is ſick of Jes F. 
toufie, leſt he be unwilling to empfoie me: Secondly, This is Je dier 
conded with another, ok, all that I have done in Anweth, the hou 

fair Work that my Maſter began there, islike a Biid dying in the ny 
Shell? and what will I then have to ſhow of all my Labour, in the ne 
Day of my Compearance before him, when the Maſter of the Vine-WMl ti 
yard calleth the Labourers, and giveth themtheir Hire? Thirdly, vw 

But trulie, when Chriſt's ſweet Wind is in the Right Airth, 1 Re- (11; 
pent. and I Pray Chriſt to take Low-borrows of my Quarrellous andi pj. 
Unbelieving Sadneſs and Sorrow ( Lokp Rebuke them that put I hir 
betwixt a Poor Servant like me, and his good Maſter ; } * kac 


. 


; . 
vherher the Black Croſs will or not, 1 muft climb, on Hands 

a Feet, up to my LoxD. I am now Ruing from my Heart, that 
fred the Law, (my old dead Husband } fo fat as to appre- 


—_ 7 — 
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x Wrath in my ſweet Lord Jeſus ; I had far rather take an 


eto Plead for the Grace of Goo for I think my ſelf Chris 
m Debter 3 and the Truth is, to ſpeak of my Loxp what 1 


at denie, 1 am over Head & Ears Drowned in many Obligations 
bags Love and Mercie, he handleth me ſometimes ſo, that I am 
ou med almoſt to ſeek more for a Fexr-howys, but to live content, 
ie, ide Marriage Supper of the Lamb, with that which he giveth ; 
= [know not, how Greedie and how ill to pleaſe Love is; for 
fm 


lber my Lord Jeſus hath taught me ill Manners, not to be con- 
tof a Seat, except my Head lie in his Boſom, and except I be 
with the Fateſt of his Houſe ; or elſe I am grown impatient- 
-Daintie, and ill to pleaſe 3 as if Chriſt were obliged, under 
«Croſs to do no other thing, but bear me in his Arms, and as if 
ud Claim by Merit for my Suftering for him: But Iwiſb he would 
ire me Grace to Learn to go on my own Feet, and to Learn to 
wart his Comforts, and to give Thanks and Believe, when the Sun 
$notin my Firmament, and when my Welbeloved is from Home, 
nd cone another Errand. O what ſweet Peace have I, when I 
ind Chriſt Holdeth and I Draw, when I climb Up and he ſhut- 
th me Down, when 1 Grip him and Embrace him, and he ſeem- 
ah to looſe the Grips and flee away from me: 1 think there is 
wen a ſweet Joy of Faith and Contentedneſs, and peace, in his verie 


tht covereth him, aſwell as to his fair Face: l bleſs his great Name, 
that 1 love his Vail, that goerh over his Face, while Gop ſend . 
better: for Faith can Kiſs Gop's Tempting Reproaches, when 
heNicknameth a Sinner, 4 Dog, net wortky te eat Bread with the 
Yirns, I think it an Honour, that Chriſt miſcalleth me and re- 
twacheth me: I will take that well of him, howbeit I would not 
a it well, if another would be that homelie : but becauſe I am 
tisown { Gor be thanked } he may uſe me as hepleafeth : I 
muſt ſay, the Saints have a ſweet Life betwixt them and Chriſt ; 
[there is much ſweet Solace of Love betwixt him and them, when 
I he feedeth among the Lilies, and cometh into his Garden, and maketh 
6 Feaſt of Honey combs, and drinketh his Wine and his Milk, and 
nieth, Eat O Friend, Drink, be ye Drunken, O Welbeloved. One 
Hour of this Labour is worth a ſhipful of World's drunken and 
muddy Joy: Nay, even the Gate of Heaven is the Sunny fide of 
the Brae, and the verie Garden of the World; for the Men of 
this World have their own Unchrifened and profane Crofles ; and 
vo be to them and their curſed Croſſes both; for their Ills are 
lated with Gop's Vengeance, and our Ills ſeaſoned with our Father's 
Being ; So they are no Fools who chooſe Chriſt, and fell all 
things for him 3 it is no Bairns Market, nor a blind Block; we 
kaow well what we get and what we give, Now for anie Reſolution, 
hg | to 


Tempting Unkindneſs, becauſe my Faith ſaith, Chriff is net in ſal ! 
urneft with me, but trying if 1 can bc kind to his Mask and Cloud | 


. 
tr res er bc" appr tae. 
* 3 4 


chaſe her Lovers to the Hills; but there will be {ad Pays ere 
come to that. Remember my Bonds. Grace be with you. 


drie Root, and that t 


too manie dumb Tongues in the World, and dry Hearts, ſeing there 
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Mr. Ritherford's Pipi. 


IL 
Dal 
. 


to go to anie other Ringdom, 1 dare not ſpeak one Word: Med 
Hopes of Enlargement are cold, my Hopes of Re-entrie to 7 
| Mafter's ill-dreſſed Vine-yard again are fat colder : I have ng AI 
for my Faith to fit on, but bare Ommipetexcy, and Gov's Holy a iſh |; 
and Good Will; here I deſire to ſtay, and ride at Ancho; 2 


winter, while Gop fend fair Weather again, and be pleaſed tot 
home to his Houſe my Harlot Mother: Oh if her Husband wor 
be that kind, as to go and fetch her out of the Brothel-houſe; ; 


1 T. 
hail 
Ithe 
{Go 
x 59; 


Vint 
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To the Lady B US BIE. |. 


FF _ MISTRESS, 


" A. Lthough not Acquaint, yet becauſe we are Father's Children 
I thought good to write unto you : Howbeit my firſt Dif 
courſe and Communing with you of Chriſt be in Paper, ye 

have cauſe ſince I came hither, to have no Paper- thoughts of him 


for in my ſad Days, he is become the Flower of my Joyes, and Ib. L. 
lie here living upon his Love; but cannot get ſo much of it, aMkec 
fain I would have; not becauſe Chriſt's Love is lordly, and loo 50 
too High; but becauſe 1 have a narrow Veſſel to receive his Lov of 


and Ilook too Low ; But Igive under my on Hand- write to you 

Teſtimonial of Chriſt and his croſs, that they are a ſweet couple 

and that Chriſt hath never. yet been fet in his own dus Chair of Hi 

0x7 amongſt us all. Oh, I know not where to ſet him! O for 

high Seat to that Royal Princelie One ! O that my poor withere( 

Soul had 3 over Flood of that Love, to put Sap in m 
at Flood would ſpring out to the Tongue ane 

Pen, to utter Great Things, to the high and due Commendatio 
of ſuch a fair One! O Holie, holie, holie One! Alas there at 


is Employment in Chriſt for them all, and ten tliouſand Worlds o 
Men and Angels mo, to ſet on High and Exalt the Greateſt Prince 
of the Kings of the Earth. Wo's me, that Bits of living Clay date 
come out, to r#ſh hard- head with him; and that my xntind M 
they, this Harie:t-Kirk ; hath given her ſweet Half-marrow ſuch 4 
Meeting, for this Land hath given up with Chriſt, and the Loup ig 
cutting Festland in two Halves, and ſending the worſt Half, th: 
Harlot- ſiſer, over to Rome's Brethei-howſe, to get her Fill 0 


\Egypr's Love. I would my Sufterings [ nay, ſuppoſe I were bunt 4þ, 
quick to Aſhes] might buy an Agreement betwixt his fe 
| | , TY ſuneetelt 


— 


| ; Nec Love; and his gaddy lewd Wife : Fain would I give Chriſt 
m-[ome-home to Scotland again, if he would return. This is a 


to x | 

no bay, a Day of Clouds and Darkneſs, for the Roof tree of my 
ly At i ſeſus his fair Temple is fallen, and Chriſt's Back is towards 
or nd. O thrice Blefled are they, who would hold Chriſt with 


Tears and Prayers! 1knowye will help to deal with him, for 
gal return again to this Land; the next Day ſhall be Chriſt's, 
there ſhall be a fair green young Garden for Chriſt, in this Land, 
ob's Summer-dew ſhall lie on it all the Night, and we ſhall | 
x gain our New Marriage-ſing to our Bridegroom, concerning 
fine-yard 3 but who knoweth, whether we ſhall live and ſee it? 
it the LoRD hath taken pains to afflict and drefs you, as a 
ifa Vine for himſelf : grow and be green, and caſt out your 
uckes, and bring forth Fruit: Fat and Green and Fruitful may 
be, in the True and Sappie Roof. Grace, grace, Free-grace be 
rfortion, Remember my Bonds with Prayers and Pra iſes. 


b 
Aberd. 1637. Des in his ſweet Lord 
: Feſns, S. R. | 


— — —— — —„— 
J NINIAN MUR E. 
ald Loving F riend, 


it, aMkeceived your Letter: I intreat you now in the Morning of 
loc jour Life, ſeek the Lonxp and his Face: Beware of the Follie 


Love of Dangerous Youth, a Perilous Time for your Soul: Love 
you Wfithe World; Keep Faith and Truth with all Men, in your Co- 
ouplefWants and Bargains 3 Walk with GOD, for he ſeeth ou: Do 
Hing but that which ye may and would do, if your Eye-firings 


ebreaking, and your Breath growing cold, Ye heard the Truth | | 
there cob from me, my dear Heart; follow it and forſake it not; I 


in me Chriſt and Salvation above all the World: To live after the 

ue-an Wile and Courſe of the reft of the Worll, will not bring you to 
dationWnen ; Without Faith in Chriſt and Repentance, ye cannot ſee CO 
ere a: Take pains for Salvation: preſs forward toward the Mark of | 
; theri?rize of the High calling: If ye watch not againſt Evils, Night | 
rds 08FDay, which beſet you, ye will ceme behind: Beware of Lying, þ 
Princaring, Uncleanneſs, and the reſt of the Works of the Fleſh ; 1 
y dareituſe fer theſe things the Wrath ef GOD cometh upon the children of 


ſnedience : How ſweet ſoevet they may ſeem for the preſent, 
the End of theſe courſes is the Eternal Wrath of Gop and utter | 
rok where there is Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Grace il 
th you. , | | ; 


* Alerd. 1637, 55 rar Loving Paſtor, 


Te 


ey 


faixeſt Face, fearing he bid me look away from him: My Gui 


often dictateth to me: 1 look often with bleared and blind f 


ven's Gates, borrowing Strength from Chriſt. 1am oftenthink 


fill of Enjoying , But verilie, I think my foul Eyes would dj; 


8 | — WY — —— - 
— — 5 N 
To Mr. THOMAS GAR VE. 

Reverend and Dear Brother, ; | 1 


Race, Mercy and Peace be unto you: I am Sorry that u 

Joy and Sorrow drew from my impriſoned Pen, in my lol 

fits, hath made you and manie of Gor's children belie 

that there is ſomething in a broken Reed the like of me: exc 
that Chriſt's Grace hath bought ſuch a ſold Bodie, I know not w 
elſe anie may think of me, or expect from me: my Stock is! 
(my Lonp knoweth 1 ſpeak Truth) than manie believe: Wc: 
empty Sounds have promiſed too much: I would be glad to 
under Ghrift's Feet, and keep and receive the Off-fo/lings or anie 
pieces of any Grace, that fall from his ſweet Finge ; to Fork 
Sinners: I lie often Uncouth-like, looking in at the King's y 


dos: ſurelie Iam unworthie of a Seat in the King's Haller 4: 


but often look afar off, both feared and framed-like to tt 


neſs riſeth up upon me, and I have no Anſwer for it: I offered 
Tongue to Chriſt, and my yains in his Houſe, and what noi 
whas it meaneth, when Chriſt will not receive my poor Propiy 
when Love will not take, we expone, it will neither Take nor Gt 
Borrow nor Lend. Yet Chriſt hath another Sea-compaſs he ſail 
by, than my ſhort and raw Thoughts: I leave his Part of it to hi 
elt. 1 dare not Expound his Dealing, as Sorrow and Misbe 


to my Loxy's croſs, and when I look to the Wrong Side of 
croſs , I know, I miſs a ſtep and ſlide : furelie J ſee, 1 have 
Legs of my own for cattying me to Heaven; 1 muftgo inatH 


O if he would but give me Leave to love him, and if Chriſt wal 
but open up his Wares, and the infinite plyes and Windings uur 
corners of his Soul Delighting-leve, and let me {ce it, Back fiat 
Foresſide, and give me leave but to ſtand beſide it, like an Hun 
Man beſide Meat, to get my fill of Wondering, as a Prefaceto 


his fair Love to look to it : Either my Hunger 1s over hum 
[ if that may be ſaid ] or elſe 1 conſider not what Honour it i 
get leave to Love Chriſt. O that he would pitie a Priſoner, and 
out a Flood upon the dry Ground ! It is nothing to him to Fill 
like of me; one of his Looks would do me Meekle Werld'sG 
and him no IIl. I know, I am not at a point yet with Chriſt's Li 
I am not yet fitted for ſo much as 1 would have of it; MyH 
ſitteth Neighbour with Meekle black Hung er, and certainlie, I tam 
not but think, there is more of that Love Ordained for nie, thy | 


OL ou ASE ee es 
arpcchend, and 1 know not the Weight of the Penſon, the 
fl give me; I fhallbe glad, if my hungry Bill get leave to 
Me Chriſt, waiting on an Anſwer : Now I would be full and 
Ke, if I got a poor Man's Alms of that ſweeteſt Love: But 
tlie believe, there is a Bed made for Chriſt and me, and that 
ul take our Fill of Love in it: and Ioften think, when my 
«fn out, and at the loweſt Ebbe, that I would ſeek no more 
rights paſt the King's Great Seal, and that theſe Eyes of 
at un could fee Chriſt's Hand at the Pen. If your Loxp call you to 
Lo e, be not Diſmayed ; there ſhall be a New Allowance of 
lie as for you. when ye come to it: One of the ſofteſt Pillows 
end hath, is laid under his Witneſſes Head, though often they 
ot wil down their Bare Feet among Thorns. He hath brought my 
is on to deſire and with, O that my Aſhes, and the Powder I (hall 
> 2. Medved inte, had well tuned Tongues te Praiſe him, Thus in 
d to detiring your Prayers and Praiſes, 1 recommend you to my 
anie Wt, feet Maſter, my Hononrable LORD, of whom I hold all. 
For be with you. | | 1 


5 U % | | 
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7 JEAN BROWN, 


t to h : ; 
MISTRESS, 
{ isbe 9 


— 


le of I chriſt's Back, in this Dark and cloudie Time: It were good 
have i © ſell other things for him; for when all theſe Days are 
n at ig: ve mall find it our Advantage, that we have taken part with 
hint. I confidentlie believe, his Enemies ſhall be his Footſtool, 
it vt he mall make green Flowers dead withered Hay, when the 
ings ur and Glorie ſhall fall off them, like the Bloom or Flower of 
E far en Herb faken with the Wind. It were not Wiſdom for us, to 
*. that Chriſt and the Goſpel, will come and fit down at our Fires 
a0 nay, but we muſt go out of our Var Hoaſes, and ſeek Chriſt 
hun and we muſt not forſake him for want of that; but muſt ſet 
dee againſt vnat may befal us, in following on, till he and we 
0 il rough the Briers and Buſhes, on the dry Ground: Our ſoft 
% eri Arms: And it is his Wiſdom, who knoweth our 


it's Le, that his Bairns go Wet-ſhed and Celd-ſeeted to Heaven. O 


mY | feet a thing were it for us, to learn to make our Burden light, 
15 1 ming our Hearts to the Burthen, and making our Lonxp's Will 
e, un! I find Chtiſt and his croſs not ſo ill to pleaſe, nor yet ſuch 

| 5 troubletome 


— Tg 


ind Be, Mercy and Peace be to you; I am glad that ye go on at 


dis Goſpel: It is not the Sunnyſide of Chriſt that we muſt 


ne would be born through the Troubles of this Miſerable Lite, 


* 
96—— — 
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% — — 


166 Il. Rwherfoords Fit | 


i 


the Ship, that Chriſt ſaileth in; there ſhall no Paſſenger fall 


troubleſom Gueſts, as Men call them: Nay, 1 think ry," 
ſhould make Chriſt's Water good Wine, and this Droſs good 
and ve have cauſe to wait on; for, ere it be long, our Mafy 
beatus, and bring this whole World out before the Sun andi 
light, in their Blacks and Nite: Happie are they who aref, 
watching: Our Sand-glaſs is not fo long as we nced to ven 
Time will eat away and root out our Woes and Sorrow: out He 
is in the Bud, and growing up to an Harveſt ; why then thou 
net follow on, ſeing our Span-/ength of Time will come to an! 
Therefore I commend Chriſt to you, as your laffing, livin, 
lengeſt living Husband, and the Staff of your old Age: let him! 
now the reſt of your Days; and think not much of a Storm 


board ; but the craiſed Ship and the Sea- ſick Paſlenger thall,c 


to Land ſafe, I am in as Sweet Communion with Chriſt, as ai; 1 
Sinner can be; and am onlie pained, that he hath much Be; 
and Fairneſs, and J little Love; He great Power and Mercie, 41 
Llittle Faith; He much Light, and Ibliered Eyes. Oh that! 
him in the Sweetneſs of his Love and in his Marriage Clothes, 
were over Head and Eats in Love with that princelie one Chtift| 
my Loxzpd ? Alas, my river Diſh and running - out Veſſel can 
lietle of Chriſt Jeſus. I have Joy in this, that I would not refuſe Deg 
before I put Chriſt's lawful Heritage in Mens Trying; andy 
know I, if they would have pleaſed both Chriſt and me. Alas, : 
this Land hath put Chriſt to open rouping, and to an, any ld 
| bids } Bleſſed are they, who would hold the Crown on his Head, * 
buy Chriſt's Honour with their own Loſſes. I rejoyce to heat, ir 
Son Fehn is coming to viſit Chriſt, and taſte of his Lore * 
hope he ſhall not loſe his pains, or rue of that Choice. Iha the 
ways IS ſaid often to you) a great Love to dear Mr. John u i 
becauſe I thought I ſaw Chriſt in him, more than in his Brethi . 
Fain would I write to him, to ſtand by my ſweet Maſter, and! * 
ye would let him read my Letter, and the Joy 1 have, if he vi. 
pear for, and fide with my Lord Jeſus. Grace, grace be with) 
Aberd. March 13. Tours in his ſweet any 
r | Feſus, S. R. 15 
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Loving Si ſter, | | ty 
2 e | | | | tle Si 
(ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: I cannot come to you to no 
you my Counſel 3 and howbeit I would come, I cannon; 
vith you; but I beſeech you keep Chriſt, for I did what 1e 
to put you within Grips of him; I told you Chriſt's Teſtal hen 


iſt = — = os | : = 
95 Letters. For 


Pat 15 s* qo | "Ws | 
od later Will plainlie, and I kept nothing back that my Loxp gave 
lair: and 1 gave Chriſt to you with good Will: I pray you make 
and jour own, and go not from that Truth I taught you, in one Hair- 


are fq 
2 Wear 
x He 
thoul 
an J 


b; that Truth ſhall Save you, if ye follow it: Salvation is 
m eaſie thing and foon gotten; J often told you, Few are Saved, 
nanie, manie Damned : I pray you, make your poor Soul ſure 
gljation, and make the Seeking of Heaven your daily Task: 
e never had a Sick Night and a pained Soui for Sin, ye have not 


vin, lighted upon Chrift ; look to the zight Marks of having 
hin ed with Chriſt, if ye Love him beter than the World, and 
orm quite all the World for him; then that ſaith the Work is ſound. 
all f ye ſaw the Beautie of Jeſus, and felt the Smell of his Love, 
al, could run through Fire and Water to be at him! Gop ſend you 
as pray for me, for I cannot fotget you. Grace be with you, 
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MISTRESS, 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: Iam glad to hear that Chriſt 
and ye are one, and that ye have made him your One thing 1 
Where manie are painfullie toiled in ſeeking manie things, 
their Many things are Nothing. It is onlie beſt, ye ſet your ſell. 
ut, as a thing laid up and ont of the gate, for Chriſt alone; for 
ue good for no other thing but Chritt : and he hath been going 
put you theſe manie Years, by Afflictions, to engage you to him- 

it were a pitie anda Loſs, to ſay him Nay. Verilie I could 
, that I could ſwime through Hell and all the Ill Weather in the 
uld, and Chriſt in my Arms; but it is my Evil and Follie, that 
1 Chriſt come unſent for, I dow not go to ſeek him: When he and 
ill in Reckoning, we are both behind, He in Payment, and I in 
Wizz; and ſo Marches lie ſtill anrid, and Connts untleared be- 
it us, O that he would take his own Blood for Ceoxnts and Miſ- 
ts, that 1 might be a Free Man, and none had anie Claim to me 
tonlie, onlie Feſus. J will think it no Bondage to be Rowped, 
wriſed and Po ſſeſſed by Chriſt, as his Boxd-mex. Think well of 
fViltations of your Lord : For I find one thing, I ſaw not well 
lore, that when the Saints are under Trials, and well Humbled, 
le dis raiſe great Cries and Way-ſhowts, in the Conſcience ; and 
nolperitie Conſcience is a Pope. to give Diſpenſations, and /et ext 
Lis, and give Latitude, and Ellow-ream to our Heart. O how 
le care we for Pardon at Chriſt's Hand, when we make 
benſations ! And all is but Bairns- play, till a Croſs without be- 
'B keavier Croſs VIS aud chin we play no longer with 


weed 
R, 


{ 


- 
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( (ace, Mercy and Peace be to you! Icannet come to youtol 


| 8. 
troubleſom Gueſts, as Men call them : Nay, 1 think Patienc: 
mould make Chriſt's Water good Wine, and this Droſs good May, 
and ve have cauſe to wait on; for, ere it be Jong, our Maſty, vil 
be at us, and bring this whole World out before the Sun andDyp. 
light, in their Blacks and Whites ; Happie are they who are found 
watching: Our Sand-glaſs is not fo long as we nced to wearie 
Time will eat away and root out our Woes and Sorrow: our Heaven 
is in the Bud, and grow ing up to an Harveſt ; why then ſhould ue 
not follow on, ſeing our Span-/ength of Time will come to an ty 
Therefore I commend Chriſt to you, as your /affing, living, ani 
lengeſt living Husband, and the Staff of your old Age: let him hay 
now the reſt of your Days; and think not much of a Storm upon 
the Ship, that Chriſt faileth in; there ſhall no Paſſenger fall oye. 
board; but the craiſed Ship and the Sea-lick Paſſenger thall, come 
to Land ſafe, I am in as Sweet Communion with Chriſt, as a Poor 
Sinner can be; and am onlie pained, that he hath much Beau 
and Fairneſs, and J little Love; He 152 Power and Mercie, aud 
Llittle Faith; He muck Light, and 1 bliered Eyes. Oh that Iſ 
him in the Sweetneſs of his Love and in his Marriage Clothes, an 
were over Head and Eats in Love with that princelie one Chriſt ſeſy 
my Lon Dp ? Alas, my river Diſh and running · ou: Veſſel can hol 
lietle of Chriſt lets. have Joy in this, that I would not refuſe Dea 
before I put Chriſt's lawful 1 in Mens Trying; and wh: 
know I, if they would have pleaſed both Chriſt and me. Alas, th 
this Land hath put Chriſt to open reuping, and to an, any Max mi 
bids } Bleſſed are they who would hold the Crown on his Head, an 
buy Chriſt's Honour with their own Loſſes. Lrejoycs-to hear, ya 
Son John is coming to viſit Chriſt, and taſte of his Love 
hope he ſhall not loſe his pains, or.rue of that Choice. I had; 
ways {8 I ſaid often to you) a great Love to dear Mr. Jobn irn 
becauſe I thought I ſaw Chriſt in him, more than in his Brethren 
Fain would I write to him, to ſtand by my ſweet Maſter, and lui 
ye would let him read my Letter, and the Joy 1 have, if he will i 
pear for, and ſide with my Lord Jeſus. Grace, grace be with yo 


s Aberd. March 7 | Tours in his ſweet | 
1637, ; Feſus, S. R. 
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Loving Siſter, 


you my Counſel z and howbeit 1 would come, I cannot 
with you; but I beſeech you keep Chriſt, for I did what ld 
to put you within Grips of him; I told you Chriſt's Teſta 
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AY ho, hs N 8 
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„aa Laiter Will plainlie, and] kept nothing back that my Lozv gave 
ne; 20d 1 gave Chriſt to you with good Will: I pray you make 
him your OWN, and go not from that Truth I taught you, in one Hair- 
u ;rcadth 3 that Truth ſhall Save you, if ye follow it: Salvation is 
not an eaſie thing and ſoon gotten; I often told you, Few are Saved, 
-n and manic, manic Damned : I pray you, make your poor Soul ſure 
of Salvation, and make the Seeking of Heaven your daily Task: 
If ye never had a Sick Night and a pained Soui for Sin, ye have not 
yer lighted upon Chriſt; look to the right Marks of having 
dloſed with Chriſt, if Jo Love him beter than the World, and 
would quite all the Wor! for him; then that ſaith the Work is ſound. 
O if ye ſaw the Beautie of Jeſus, and felt the Smell of his Love, 
e would run through Fire and Water to be at him! Gow ſend you 
kim. Pray for me, for I cannot forget you. Grace be with you, 


| Aberd. 1637. mer leving Paſter, S. R. 
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Mace, Mercy and Peace be to you : Tam glad to hear that Chriſt 
and ye are one, and that ye have made him your One thing 1 
Where manie are painfullie toiled in ſeeking manie things, 

and their Many things are Nothing. It is onlie beſt, ye ſet your ſelf 

apart, as a thing laid up and ent of the gate, for Chriſt alone; for 

e ate good fox no other thing but Chritt : and he hath been going 

bout you theſe manie Years, by Afflictions, to engage you to him- 

elf; it were a pitie and a Loſs, to ſay him Nay. Verilie I could 
ih, that I could ſwime through Hell 450 all the Ill Weather in the 

'orld, and Chriſt in my Arms; but it is my Evil and Follie, that 

boo Chriſt come unſent for, I dow not go to ſeek him: When he and 

fall in Reckoning, we ate both behind, He in Payment, and lin. 
euntizz ; and ſo Marches lie fill anrid, and Connts untleared be- 
vixt us. O that he would take his own Blood for Coxnts and Miſ- 
unts, that. I might be a Free Man, and none had anie Claim to me 
tonlie, aa. e J will think it no Bondage to be Rowped, 

7 85 and Pe ſſeſſed by Chriſt, as his Bond- man. Think well of 

e Viſitations of your Lord : For I find one thing, I ſaw not well 

fore, that when the Saints are under Trials, and well Humbled, 


4 tle Sir;s raiſe great Cries and Var. ſhonts, in the Conſcience ; and 


rioſperitie Conſcience is a Pope, to give Dilpenſations, and /et aut 
* d in, and give Latitade, and Ellom-ream to our Heart. O how 
ref ? le care we for: Pardon at Chriſt's Hand, when we make 


ſpenſations ! And all is but Batrns- play, till a Croſs without be- 
L ag heavier Croſs Within, and then we play no longer * 5 
Mer Crols It! * — 


our Idols: it is good ſtill to be ſevere againſt our ſelves ; for 


9 


but Transform God's Mercie into an Idol, and an Idol, that hath 
Diſpentation to give, for turning of the Grace of od intoWantonne | 
Happie are they who take up God, Wrath, Juſtice, and Sin, 38 th] 
are in themſelves": For we have m:fcarrying Light that patte 
uith Child, when we have good Reſolutions: But Cod be thaul- 
that Salvation is not rolled upon our Wheels. O but Chrig ha 
a ſaving Eye! Salvation is in his Eye-lids ; When he fuſt log 
on me, Iwas faved : it coſt him but a Look, to make Hell quit 
me; O Merits, free Mcrits, and the deat Blood of God, was; 
beſt gate that ever we could have gotten of Hell! O what a ſuc 
O what aſafe and ſure Way is it, to come out of Hell leaning on 
Saviour! That Chriſt and à Sinner fhould be one, and have x 
ven betwixt them, and be halvers of Salvation, is the wonder of. 
vation: What more humble could Love be? And what an x 
cellent Smell doth Chriſt caſt on his lower Garden, where there 910 
but wild Flowers, if we ſpeak by way of Compariſon; but ther, 
nothing but perfect Garden-flowers in Heaven, and the beſt Plenifi 
that is there, is Chriſt : We ark all obliged to love Heayenf 
Chriſt's ſake ; he graceth Heaven and all his Fathcr's Houſey 
his Preſence: He is a Roſe that Beautificth all the upper carde 
Cod, a Leaf of that Roſe of God, for Smell, is worth a Woll 
O that he would blow his Smell upon a wichered and dead Soul; 
us then go on to meet with him, and to be filled with the Sweety 
of his Love: nothing will hold him from us; he hath deci 
to put Time, Sin, Hell, Devils, Men and Death out of the way, 
to rid the reng li- way, betwixt us and him, that we may enjoy 
another. It is ſtrange and wonderful, that he would think long 
Heaven without us, and that he would have the companie of Sinn 
to ſolace and delight himſelf withal in Heaven, and now the Sap 
isabiding us: Chrift the Bridegroom with Deſire is waiting( 
till the Bride, the Lamb's Wife, be Busked for the Marriage, 
the great Halt be rid fot the meeting of that joytul Couple. O fo, 
what do we here? and why ſit weſtill? Why fleep we in the! 
ſon > Were it not beſt to make us Wings, to flee up to our blel 
Match, our Marrow and our fellow Friends ' I think, Aiſtreſi 
are looking there-away, and this is your ſecond or third Though 
make forward; your Guide waiteth on you. I cannot but b 
you for your Care and Kindneſs to the Saints. God give you to 
Mercie in the Day ot our Lord Jeſus, ro whoſe ſaving cracel tee 
mend you. : 4 | 


Aberd. 1637, q ; oF, Toare in our 
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Mac b Honoured and Worthy Sir, 


Our Letter full of Complaints, bemoaning your euiltineſs, 
hath humbled me: but give me leave to ſay, ye ſeem to be 
too far upon the Law's Side, ye will not gain much to be the 

Liw's Advocate; 1 thought ye had not been the Zaw's, but 

brace's Man; Nevertheleſs, I am ſure ye deſire to take God's part 

4gaimit your ſelf: Whatever you: cuiltineſs be, yet when it falleth 
no the Sea of God's Mercie, it is but like a drop of Blood fallen in 
the great Ocean: There is nothing here to be done, but let 
chriſt's Doom light upon the Old- man, & let him bear his Condem- 
ution, ſeing in Chriſt he was condemned; for the Law hath butpower 
wer your worſt half; let the Blame therefore lie, where the Blame 
fould be, and let the New Maa be ſure to ſay, I am comely as the Tents 
ifKedar, howbeit I be black and Smn-barnt, by fitting Neighbony be- 

(fide a Body of Sin. I ſeek no more here, but room for Grace's De- 

euce and Chriſt's white Throne, whereto a Sinner Condemned by 

the Law may Appeal: But the Uſe that I make of it, is, I am ſor- ' 
ne that I am not ſo tender and Thin sxn'd, though I am ſure Chrift 
may find Employment for his Calling in me, if in anie living, ſeing 
from my Youth upward 1 have been making up the blackeſt Proceſs, 
that anie Miniſter in the World, or anie other can anſwer to: and 
when I had done this, I painted a Providence of my own, and wrote 

Eaſe tor my ſelf, and a peaceable Miniſtrie, and the Sun ſhining on 

me, till 1 ſhould be in at Heaven's Gates 1 ſuch green and raw 

Thoughts had I of God. I thought allo of a fleeping Devil, that would 
pals by the like of me, lying in Meors and Out felds: So I bigged the 
bens neſt, and Dreamed of Dying at Eaſe, and living in a Fools 
Padife ; but ſince l came hither, Iam often ſo, as that they would 
have much Rhetorick that would perſwade me, that Chriſt hath not 
vitten Wrath on my dumb and ſilent Sabbaths : ( which is a per- 

ſecution of the lateſt Ed ition, being ufed againſt none in this Land. 
mat I can learn of, beſides me,) and often I lie under a Nen- entry, 
and would gladlie fell all my Joys, to be confirmed King Jeſus's 

. R. free Tenant, and to have Sealed Aſturances; but I ſee often blank 
; Papers : And my greateſt Peſires are thele two, 1. That Chriſt 
would take me in hand to Cure me, and undertake for a ſick Man 
Iknow, 1 ſhould not Die under his Hand; and yet in this, While I 
ſtill doubt, I believe through a Cloud, that Sorrow, which hath no 

Hes, hach but put à Vail on Chriſt's Love 2: It Pleaſeth him of- 
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teu ſince I came hither, to come with ſome ſhort Blinke of his ſuee 
Love, and then, becauſe I have none to help me to praife his Lope 
and can do him no Service in my own Perſon, (as I thought oncel 
did in his Temple) 1 die with Wiſhes and Deſires, to take up Hoyſ, 
and dwell at the Well-ſide, and to have him praiſed and et on High: roc 
But alas! What can the like of me do, to get a good Name iſe 
upon my Welbeloved Lord Jeſus: ſuppoſe I could deſire to be fil 
nded for ever of my part of Heaven, for his Glorie? 1 amſye 

if I could get my Will of chriſt's Love, and could be once over He 
and Ears, in the believed, apprehended, and ſeen Love of the 80 
of God, it were the fulfilling of the Deſires of the onlie Happineſzl 
- would be at; but the Truth is, I hinder my Communion with hin ef tl 
becauſe of Want of both Faith and Repentance, and becauſe 1 vii bare 
make an Idol of Chriſt's Kiſſes : I will neither Lead nor Die een. 
except I ſee Chriſt's Love run in my Channel; and when I wait au itt t 
lool for him the Upper Way, I ſee his Wiſdom is pleaſed to pi ben 
# ſlip, and come the Lower Way; ſo that I have not the r ink 
Art of guiding Chriſt; for there is Art and Wiſdom required din 
guiding of Chriſt's Love aright, when we have gotten it. O how.? 
are his Ways above mine! O how little of him do I ſee! And di Oh,! 
Jam as dry, as a burnt Heath in a droughtie Summer, and when m ittin, 

- Root is withered, howbeit I think then, that I would drink a & rain 
.* fullof Chriſt, ere ever I wouldlet the Cup go from may Head ; Hake 
1 get nothing but. Delays, as if he would make Hunger my dailceaks 


Food; Ithink my felt alſo. Hungred of Hunger; The rich Lu ſom 
Ieſus ſatisfie a Famiſhed Man. Grace be with you. nds 

4-5 | e : | : unlie 
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r Worthy end mach hinexred in our Lard, 


F Race, Mercie and Peace be to you: I am glad of cu: mou 

than Paper-acquaintance : Seing we have one Father, -I 
teckoneth the leſs though we never ſaw one anothers Face. 

profeſs my ſelf moſt unworthie to follow the Camp of ſuch a Woti 
and Renowned Captain, as Chriſt. Oh alas! 1 have cauſe to ws, 1. 
_ - grieved, that Men expect anie thing of ſuch a wretched Manas 
am 1 It is a Wonder to me, if Chriſt can make anie thing oi 

aughtie, ſhort and narrow Love to him; ſurelie it is not wach 
the Vptaking, 2, As for ous loyelie and beloved Churely in 


ee pr EY * . 
EY P —Y7 — pu 
* 7 1 0 


«< 


— "”— _—_ 


„„ 


i E 8 
ET — % 
by 7 by 
< 
8 * s 
* 
7 
ory 


nd; my Heart bleedeth for her Deſolation : but 1 believe FX 


el down, or root them out. It is true, ſeing we are Heart atheiſts b 
i. WY cature, and cannot take Providence aright, ( becauſe we halt and 
1] crook, ever inte we fell) we dream of an halting Providence as 


ifGod's Yard, whereby he meaſureth Joy and Sorrow to the Sons of 


and Princes Fo on foot; but our Lord dealeth Good and Evil, and 
ſome one Portion or other to both, by Ounce-weights ; and mea- 


fue the Goſpel by Summer or Winter- weather: The Summer-Sun 
of the Saints, ſhiueth not on them in this Life: how Hould we 
have complained, ifthe Lord had turned the ſame Providence, that 


then Met huſaleni's days of Sorrow and dailie Miſeries: we mould 
ink a mort Heaven no Heaven: certainlie his Ways are paſt 
Winding out. 3. Ye complain of the evil of Heart atheiſm, but it 
ito a greater Atheiſt, than anie Man can be, that ye write of that: 
dh, Light finds not that Reverence and Fear, as a Plant of God's 
ating ſhould find in our Soul! How do we by nature, as others, 
ttin and captivate the Truth of God in Uurighteonſneſs, and ſo 
wake God's Light a bound Priſoner And even whenthe Priſoner 


nome Practice of Holie Obedience, how often do we of new, lay 
nds on the Priſoner, and put our Light again in Fetters: cer- 


Soul, our earthlie Affections, to tac higher part, which is our Con- 
ence, either natural or renewed, as Smoke in a lower Houſe 
aketh up, and defileth the Houſe above: If we had mote 
ice of Obedience, we ſhould have more ſound Light. 1think, 
aide all other Guiltineſs, this one, the Violence done to God's 


Light tell Tales of us, we deſire little to hear: but ſince it is 
tvithout God, that Light ſitteth Neighbour to Will, (a lawleſs 
14) no marvel that — a Neighbour ſhould leayen our Iaag- 
, and darken our Light. 1 ſee there is a Neceſſitie, that we 
f againſt the Doings of the Old man, and raiſe up a partie 
inſt our worſt half, to Accuſe, Condemn, Sentence, and with 
money bemoan the Dominion of Sin's Kingdom; and withal, 


ler, e- Law, in the New Covenant, againſt our cuiltineſs; for 
ace. once condemned fin in the fleſh, and we are to condemn it over 
vo nh hn: And if there had not been ſuch a thing as the Grace of 
e to , 1 ſhould have long ſince given up with Heaven, and with the 
ana ectation to ſee God: But Grace, arace, free crace, the Merits 
gol Thriſt for nothing, white and fait and large Saviowr-mercy, 


T wont 
in Ir 
2 
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Lord is onlie lopping the Vine - trees, but not intending to cut them 
Men, were crooked and unjuſt, becauſe Servarts aye on Horſe bach, 
fureth them in a Juſt and Even Ballance. It is but Follie*to mea. 


xenow Stomach at: ap fide down,and had ordered Matters thus, that 
fiſt the Saints ſhould have enjoyed Heaven, Glorie, and Eaſe, and 


reaketh the Jayl, and cometh out, in Belief of a God-head, and 


inlie there cometh great Miſt and Clouds from the lower part of 


dle in our Soul, were a ſuffieient Dittsy againſtus; for there 
o helping of this, but by ſtriving to ſtand in aw of God's Light, 


lich is another Tort of thing than Creatare mercy, or Law- 


106 Mr. Rutherfoord's 29 Epiſt. 621 
and muſt be the Rock, that we, drawned Souls, muſt ſwim to: Nei 
Waſhing, renewed Application of purchaſed Redemption by tha 
Sacred Blood, that Sealeth the free Covenant, is a thing of dapli 
and hourlie Uſe to a poor Sinner: Till we be i Heaven, our Iſſue 
of Blood will not be quite dried up; and therefore we muſt reſolit 
to applie peace to our Soul, from the New and Living Way; a, 
. Feſus, who cleanſeth and cureth the Leprous Soul, lovelie clus 
muſt be our Song on this fide of Heavens cares : And even when 


— 


have won che Caſtle, then muſt we eternallie ſing, North, worthy 
the Lamb, who hath ſaved us and waſhed us in his own Blood. I woy] 
counſel all the ranſomed ones to learn this Song, and to Drink ; 
be Drunk with the Love Jeſus. O faireſt, O higheſt, O lovelieſt Oni 
open the Well ! O water the burnt and withered Travellers wit 
this Love of thine ! Ithink it's poſSble on Earth to build 4 70 
new Jerxſalem, a little new Feaven of this ſurpaſſing Lore. Gy 
either fend me more of this Love, or take me quicklie over the w 
ter, where I may be filled with his Love: My Softneſs cannot tal 
with Want; 1 grofeſs, I beat not Hunger of Chriſt's Love fair: 
know not, if play feul play with Chrift, but I would have aL; 
of that Chain of his Providence mended, in pineing and delayi 
the hungry On- waiters. For my ſelf, I could wiſh that Chriſt wou 
let out upon me more of that Love : let to ſay Chriſt is a Nizq, 
to me, 1 dare not; and if Ifay, I have Abundance of hi; Love, 
mould lie: LI am half ſtraitned to complain and crie, Lord J. 
bold thy Hand no longer. Worthy Sir, let me have your Prayers in n 
| Bonds. Grace be with you. 1 85 | e 

. 5 | | | 7 
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Dear Brother, | 
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- He conſtant and daily obſerving of God's going alongſt w 


you, in his Coming, coing, Ebbing, Flowing, Embracing. D. 
and Kiſſing, cloomiing and Strikeing, giveth me (a Will" I 
and lazie Obſerver of the Lord's Way and Working) an hea all 


Y 2 
EEC I 7 I; 157m - 4 EO 
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e Ab! 
ltter, 


Stroke: cauld 1 keep ſight of him, and know when I want, 4 
_ _cartie as became me in that Condition, I would bleſs my Caſe, 3 


+ 7, For Deſertions, I think them like Laying-layof lean and wall! of 
2 Land, for fome Years, while it gather ſap for a better Cropt : ii of 
'J poſſidle Perch 601d, when it may be had, with Moon: light. loubt þ 
4 if I could but creep one Foot, or half a Foot, nearer in to ſeſus, re. 
'$ ſuch a diſmal Night as that, when he is away; I ſhould think 
1 an happie Ablence, 2. It I knew the Beloyed were onlie gone a . . 
1 ff. ß ĩͤ ne gs. Neth 
„ 


or Trial, and for further Humiliation, and not ſmoked out of 
he Houſe with new Provocations, I would forgive Defertions, and | 
old my peace at his Abſence ; but Chriſt's bonght Abſence (that 
bought with my sin) is two running Boils at once, one upon N 
ther fide, and what fide then can I lie on? 3. Iknow, as Night | 
d Shadows are good for Flowers, and Moon-light and Dews are | 
deter than a cont inual Sun; ſo is Chriſt's Abſence of ſpecial uſe, 
| 


ad it hath ſome nouriſhing Vertue in it, and giveth Sap to Humili- 
te, and putteth an Edge on Hunger, and fuiniſheth a fair Field to {| 
Fath, to put forth it ſelf, & to exerciſe its Fingers in gripping it ſeeth by 
tot what. 4 It is Mercies Wonder, and Grace's Wonder, that Chriſt | 
jill lend a piece of the Lodging, and a Back-chamber beſide him- 
ff, ro our Luſts; and that He and ſuch Swine ſhould keep Houſe - 
gether in our Soul 1 For ſuppoſe they couch and contract them- 
klyes into little Room, when Chrift cometh in, and ſeem to lie as 
bead under his Feet, yet they often break out again: And that a 
Foot of the Ola- man, or a Leg or Arm nailed to Chriſt's Croſs, 
poſeth the Nail, or breaketh out again, and yet Chriſt, beſiqe this 
mulis and miſnurtured Neighbour, can fill be making Head in 
he Saints, one way or other: May not I ſay, Lord Feſus, what © 
af thon here? Yet here he muſt be; but Iwill but loote my Feet 
pgo on into this Depth and Wonder; for free Mercie and in- 
nite Merits took a Lodging in Chriſt and us, beſide {ſuch a loath- 
me cueſt as ſin. 5. Sanctification and Mortification of our Luſts, 
zethe hardeſt part of Chriſtianitie: it is in a mannet as natural 
wis to leap, when we ſee the New Feraſalem, as to laugh, when we & 
e Tickled; Joy is not under Command, ox at our Nod, when Chriſt 
bſſeth ; but O how manie gf us would have Chriſt divided in two 
ulyes, that we might take tHe half of him onlie, and take his Or- 
lie, Jeſas and Salvation 3 but Lord is a cumberſome word, and - 
hebey, and work ont our own Salvation, and to perfe# Holineſs, is 
the cumberſome and ſtormie North-1ide of Chtiſt, and that we 
thew and ſhifr, 6. Fo: your Queſtion, the Acceſs that Reprobates 
eto Chriſt ( which is none at all; for to the Father in Chriſt 
kither can they, nor will they come, becauſe Chriſt Died not for | 
em; and yet by Law God and Juſtice overtakes them, I ſay, jf 
Inf, There are with you more Worthie and Learned than I am, 
lt, Dickſon, Blair and Hamilton; who can mote fully farisne you z | 
* hail ſpeak in brief, what I think of it, in theſe Aflertions. 
all God's Juſtice toward Man and Angels floweta from an Act of 
e abſolute, Sovereign Free -Will of God, who is our Former and 
litter, and we are but Clay ; For if he had forbidden to eat of the 
of the Trees of the Garden of Eden, and commanded Azam to 
it of the Tree of knowledge of good and evil, that Command no 
lubt had bc en as juſt as this, Eat of all the Trees, but not at all of f 
ke Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil: The reaſon is, beczuſe 
Willis betore his Juſtice, by Order of Nature, and what is his 
ll, is his Juſtice, and he willeth not things without himſelf, be- : 
le they ale t: God cannot, God needs not hunt Sanctitie, 
. . 982 Holine.s 
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#3 x. Rutherfoor's Ehpiſt. 6; 
Holineſs or Righteoutneſs from things, without himſelf ; and 
not from the Actions of Men or Angels, becauſe his Will is eſſen; 
allie Holie and Juſt, and the prime Rule of Holineſs and. Juſtice: Mon: 
the Fire is naturallie light, and inclines upward, and the Eat 
heavie, and inclines, dewnward. The 2. Aſſertion then is, Thy 
God faith to Reprobates, Believe in Chriſs (who hath not d 
for your Salvation) and yeſhallbe ſa ved, is juſt and tight; n 
cauſe his eternal and eſſentiallie juſt Will, hath ſo Enacted and D 
creed: ſuppole natural Reaſon ſpeak againſt this; this is the de don 
and ſpecial Myſtery of the Goſpel. . God hath obliged hard and fie 
all the Reprobates in the viſible Church to believe this Premiſe, W 
that believeth ſhall be ſaved ; And yet in God's Decree and ſect, 
Intention, there is no Salvation at all deereed and intended to R 
probates; and yet the Obligation of God, being from his Soy ve: 
. Teign Fiee-Will, is moſt juſt, asſaid is inthe 1. Aſſertion. 3. 4 
Fertion, The Righteous Lord hath Right ovet the Reprobates and od. 
reaſ onable Creatures, that violate his Commandments, this is eau Nati 
4 Aſſertien, The Faith that God ſeeketh of. Reprobates, is, Tft. 
they Rely upon Chtiſt, as deſpairing of their own -RighteouſneM® 
leaning whollie and withal humblie, as Wearie and Loaden, up 
.Chriſt, as on the Reſting ſtone laid in Zian; but he ſeeks ne 
.that without being wearte of their Sin they rely on Chriſt, Mau ee 
_kind's Saviour; for to rely on Chriſt and not to be wearie of Sin, 
Preſumption, not Faith: Faith is ever Neighbour to a conti 
Spirit, and it is impoſſible that Faith can be, here there is not 
cCaſten down and contrite Heart in ſome meaſure for Sin: Now 
zs certain, God commandetl: no Man to preſume, 5. Aſerti 
Then Reprobates are not abſolutely-bliged-to believe, that Chri 
died for them in particular; for in truth, neither Reprobat 
nor others are obliged to believe a Lie, only they ate obliged to 
ieve, Chriſt died for them if they be firſt Weaiy, Burdened, $i 
ſick and Condemned in their own Conſciences, and ſtricken De: 
and Killed with the Law's Sentence, and have indeed inbraced hit 
as offered, which is a ſecond and ſubſequent Act of Faith, follo 
ing after a coming to him, and cleſing with him. 6. {ſſerti 
Peprobaces are not formally guilty of Contempt of God, and Mi earn 

belief, becauſe they apply not Chciſt and the Promiſes of the Go 
pel to. themſelyes in particular; for ſo they ſhould be guilty b 
Caule they believe not a Lie, which God never. obliged them tob 
4ieve, 7. Aſſertien, Juſtice hath a Right to puniſh Reprobate 
becaule out of Pride of Heart, conf ding in their own Righteouſne 
they rely not upon Chriſt, as a Saviour of. them that come to hin 
This. God may juſtly oblige them unto; Becaule in Adam they h 
perfect Ability to do, and Men are guilty becauſe they love the 
on Inability, and reſt upon themſelves, and refuſe to deny the 
own Righteouſneſs, and to take chem to. Chriſt, in whom thete 
Righteouſneſs for wearied Sinners. 8. Aſſertieu, It is one thing 
Rely, Lean, and Reſt upon Chriſt, in Humilitie and Wearinels eu, t! 
Spilit, and qeny ing our owa,Rightcouſacls,. believing him to be Mes a: 


ON 


Eaſt, 63. Letters. 
1 Righteouſneſs of wearied Sinners; and it is another thing to 
gere Cnriſt Died for me, John; Thomas, Auna, upon an Inten- 


aden, and fo onlie the Elect and effectually called of Gad. 9. Af- 
homas, Anna by Name, and therefore I dare net rely on him ? 
e Reaſon is, becauſe it is not Faith, to believe God's Intention 
u Decree of Election, at the firſt, ere ye be Wearied « look firſt” 


do reſt, under that Burden, upon Chriſt; if this be once, now 
me and believe in particular, or rather Apply by Senſe ( for in 


00d-Will, Intention, and grac:ous purpoſe of God anent your 
ation : Hence, becauſe there is Malice in Reprobates ard con- 


A which is the Myſtery, they cannot come up to Chriſt, be- 
ehe died not ſor them; but their $in is, that they love this 


kneth Chains: And thus in mort, remember my Bonds. 


anti Abend. Sept. 7. 8 Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1 1637. 7%, N . | 
$ not | 97 | : 1, l. R. 
Now 5 : wg | 

t Chr —— — 3 

tobatt BY 


4 J the Earl of CAS SIL. LS. 


My very Honourable and Noble Lord, 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to your Lo: pa: don me to expreſs my 


nd M earneſt Deſite to yqur Eo: for Ziok's ſake, for whom we ſhould. 
he GofWhoid our Peace. I know your Lo: will take my Heading on this 

1 'f; he be "I 4 b Lok yy 2 "4: ; 
ley bie in the better part, becauſe the Neceſſitie of a falling and 
mob Church is urgent. I believe your Lo: is one of Zins Friends, 
robate het by Obligation; for when the Lord ſhall Count and Write 


becaute your Lo: is 'a born Son of the Houſe, 1 hope your De- 


t ls, that the Beautie and Glorie of the Lord may dwell in the 
ovethaPtof- the City, wheteof your Lor is a Son. It muſt be with⸗ 
al doubt the greateſt Honour of your Place and Tenſe, to kiſs 


Son of God, and ſor kis ſake to be kind to his oppꝛeſſed and 
aged Bride, who now in the day of her Deſolation beggeth Heip 
on, that are the Shie l N of the Earth: I am ſure many Kings, 
nd Notes, in tae Day o Chriſt's {ſecond coming, voy 

| | 3 | ; be 


pn and Decfee to ſave us by Name. For 1. The firſi goeth firſt, the 
mr is always after, in duè order. 2. The firftis Faith, the ſeconi 
z Fruit of Faith. 3. The p obligeth Reprobates and all Men 
the viſible Kirk 3; The fatter obligeth onlie the Wearie and 


tion, It is a vain Order, I know not if Chrif? died fer me, John, 
Four own Intention and Soul; if ye find Sin a Burden, and can, 
ſudgment it is a fruit of *Belief, not Belief ) and feeling the 
Wot of Chriſt, guiltie they are, and Juſtice hath Law againft them? 


ir Inability to come to Chriſt ; and he who loveth his Chains, 


he people, it ſhall be written, This Man was born there: There-, 
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is doth here. Our Lord [ who hath all you, the Nobles, lying i 


and Tears of poor and friendleſs Zion 


356 Mf. Rutherfoodt's Epift, EM. 


be glad to run Errands for Chriſt, even Bar.*/oeted thorow Fire 4, row. 
Water; but in that Day he will have none of their Service: Ng int 
he is asking, if your Lordſhip will help him, againſt the mich he! 
the Earth; when Men are ſetting their Shoulders to Chriſt's Ane D 
and beautiful Tent in this Land, to looſe its Stakes and to break be) 

down 3 and certainly ſuch as are not with Chriſt are againſt him no 
and bleſſed ſaall your Lo: be of the Lord, bleſſed ſhall your Hall eat 
and Seed be, and bleſſed ſnbll your Heneur be, if ye Empawyg a the | 
lay in ChrifPs Hand the Earidom of Caſſils, ( and it is but a ſhado bing 
in compariſon cf the City made without Hands ) and lay it eren ; a! 
the Stake, tathet than Chriſt an | bc rn-Jown Truth want a Witneſs Mes! 
you, againſt the Apoſtacy of this Land. Ye hold your Lands A gon: 


Chriſt, your Charters are under his Seal, and he who hath mani b 


Crowns on his Read, Dealeth, Cutteth, and Carveth Pieces of thi: Wa 
Clay-heritageto Men, at his Pleaſure. It is little your Lo; hath (|Mince : 
give him; he will not ſleep long in 3our common, but ſhall ſurely pi M upo 
home your Loſſes for his @aule. 1: is but our bliered Eyes th al 
look thorow a falſe Glaſs to this Idol- god of Clay, and think ſom on. 

thing of it. They who are paſt with their laſt Sentence to HeaveMhadiſ 
or Hell, and have made their Re:kening, and departed out of ti ce bi 
Smokie Iiin, have now no-otker Conceit of this World, but as | 
piece of beguiling well-luftred Clay: and how faſt doth Tin unit 
{ like a Flood in motion] carrie your Lo: out of it? And World! 
not Eternitie coming with Wings? Court goeth not in Heaven af:icy, 


the Shell of his Ballance } eſteemeth you, accordinglie as yez 


the Bridegroom's Friends or Foes : Your Henoxrable Anceſtr I 


with the hazard of their Lives, brought Chriſt to our Hands; an 


it ſaall be Crueltie to the Poſteritie, if-ye loſe him to them. Or 


of out Tribes, Te vi: Sons, the Pate bmen, are fallen from the Lord 1 

and have Sold their Mother, and their Father alſo, and the Lord 

Truth, for th2ic new Velver-Wor'd, and their Satin Church. If x T 
| 


| the Noblesplay Chriſt à Slip, now when his Back is at the Wall, 


I may fo ſpeak ] then may we ſay, that the Lord hath caſten Wate 
upon Scotiand't ſmoking Coal: But we hope better things of yo! * 
It is no Wiſdom, however it be the State - wiſdem now in requeſt, t 
be filent, when they are caſting Lots for. a better thing than Chriſt Wa 
coat. All this Land, and every Man's part of the play for Chriſſi di! 
( Row geing Dool-like Ire. 
Sackcloth ) are up in Heaven before our Lord, and there is nut R 
queſt ion, but our King. and Lord ſtall be Maſter ot the Fields i", 4 
length, and we would all be glad to divide the Spoil with Chriſt, and Re 
to ride in Triumph with him; but Oh how few will take a cold Be t 
of Straw in the Camp, with him! How fain would Men have to 
well thatched Ho-.ſe above their Heads, all the way to Heaven Me a 
And manie now would go to Heaven the Land way ( for they load 
not to be Sed ſick) Riding up to Chriſt upon Foot -· mantles, a0 en. 


ratling Coaches, and rubbing thety Velvet with the Princes of the Lu 


in the higheſt Seats, If this be the Way Chriſt called Strait and l. 
L2G Narro; 


* 9 * 6 99 ; * ; 5 | 2 
iſt. 64. Letters. : 111 


e ane, 1 quit all Skill of the Way to Salvation. Are they not now 
No ing Chriſt and the Goſpel 2 Have they not put our Lord Jeſus 
ye Marker, and he who out- biddeth his fellow ſtall get him? 
sal ur Dear and Nobie Lord, goon ( howbeicthe Wind be in your 
enk Wie ) to back our Princely Captain; be couragious for him: 


not theſe who have no ſubſccibed Le iſe of Days, the Worms 
ul ent Kings: let the Lord Jehovah be your Fear: And then, 
W: the Lord liveth, the Victorie is. yours,” It is true, manie are 
king up a new Way to Heaven ; but my Soul for theiis, if they find 
and if this be not the onlie Way, whoſe End is Chriſt's Fa- 
e's Houſe : And my weak Experience, ſince the day I was fitſt 
Bonds, hath confirmed me in the Truth and Afarance oi this: 


naniWDdors and Learned Men crie the contrair, I am perſwaded this is 
f thi: Way : the Bottom hath fallen out of both their Mit and Con- 
athi inte at once; their Book hath beguiled them, for we have fal- 
ly pa upon the true Chriſt. I dare hazard, if J alone had ten Souls, 


q Salvation upoh this Stone, that manie now break their Bones 
yn, Let them take this fat World, Oh poor and hungrie is their 
earefWidiſe ! Therefore let me intreat your Lo: by your Compez- 


omi e before Chriſt, now while this piece of the Afternoon of your 
t as iy is before you, (for ye know not when your Sun will turn, and 
Tim anit ie ſhall Benight you) let your G/ory, Honour and Might 
and Horldlie be for our Lord ſeſus: And to his rich Grace; and tender 
ven Mercy, and to the never-dying Comfoite of his gracious Spirit 1. 


ommend your Lo: and Nele Houſe. f 
ceſtor Aberd. Sept. 9. 5 \ Your Lo! at all obe- 
an 1637. | n IB: Bo 
1 —_ TG — moan cunmemmene ne, 


"ll To che Lad LARGIRIE. 


1 1s r A118 $5 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you. 1 | hope ye know what Con-. 


hriſt 

Chi ditions paſt betwixt Chriſt and you, at your fiift meeting: Te. 
like ifnenber, he ſaid, your Summer-days would have Clouds; and 
e is nur Roſe a pricklie Thorn beſide it.: Chriſt is unmixt in Hea- 
elds Mi, all Sweetneſs and Honey; here we have him with his Thornie 

ſt, aud Rough Croſs; yet I know no Tree beateth ſweeter Fruit, than 

old BefWit:t's Crols, except Iv ould raite a lying Report on it. It is your q 
have n to take Chriſt, as he is to be had in this Life; Sufferings are 
-aven ſc a Wood, planted round about his Houle 3 over Door and © | 
ey lonWidow : 1t we could hold fait our erips of him, the Field were 3 
s, auen. Yet a little while and Chriſt fall Triumph: give Ghriſt. | 
Laon ſort time, to ſpin out theſe two long Threeds of Heaven k 
t and Hell ro all Mankind ; ſor certainlie the I hiced will not break; fl 


G 4 ö 5 and 


and when he hath accompliſhed his Work in Meant Zion, and hall 
refined his Silver, he will bring new Veſlels out of the Furnace, ani 
pleniſh his Houſe, and take up Houſe again. I counſel YOU, tofies 
your ſelf of clogging Temptations, by overcoming ſome, 200 
contemning others, and watching overall: abide true and lozal 
to Chriſt ; for few now are faſt to him: they give Chriſt bla 
Paper, for a Bond of Service and Attendance, now when Chriſt has 
moſt ado : to waſte-alittle Blood with Chriſt, and to put aur par 
of this droſſie World in Pawn over in his Hand, as wil inp to 
quit it for him, is the ſafeſt Cabinet to keep the World in: 
theſe who would take the World and all their Fitting on their Back 
and run away from Ehnſt, theywill fall by the way, and leave their 
Burden behind them, and be taken Captive-themſelves. Well were 
xpy Soul to put all 1 have, Life and Soul, over in Chriſt's Hangs. 
let him be forth coming for all. If any ask, how I do? 1 anſwer, 
none can be but well that are in Chriſt : And if I. were not ſo, nn 
_  Sufterings had melted me away in Aſhes and Smoke; I thank ny 
Lord, x a he hath ſomething in me that this Fire cannot conſume 
Remember my Love to your Hausband, and ſhow him ffom me, 1. 
deſire that he may ſet aſide all things, and make ſure Work of $1 
vation, that it be not a ſeeking, when the Sand-glaſs is run out, and 
Time and Eternity ſhall tryſt together: Thete is no Errand ſo 
weightic as this; O that he would take it to Heart, Grace be ith 
You. | ] : 


Aer. ners in Chrift Jeſus 
652% | | Ys ; | Lord, 8. R. 


fl 


ther 


To the Lady DUNGUEIGH. 


MISTRESS, 


| Thron 
| 4 IOW im 
ILeng to hear from you, and how ye go on with Chriſt; J am ſured Sir 

I that Chriſt and ye once met: I pray you, faſten your Grips if, g. 
there is Holding and Drawing, and much Sea- way to Heaven, and ftne 
we are often Sea fick: but the Voyage is ſo needful, that we mull, 0, 
on any Terms take ſhipping with Chriſt. I believe it is a good c} 
Country we are going to, and there is ill Lodging in this Smokiq be no 
Houſe of the World, in which we are yet living: O that we ſhouldph if 
love Smoke fo well, and Clay that holdeth our Feet faſt! It vereWrd He 
our Happineſs to follow after Shriſt, and to Anchor our ſelves uponlic hat] 
the Rock, in the upper · ſide of the Vail. Chriftand Satan are nowiWhe wh 
drawing to Parties, and they are. blind who ſee not Scotland divideQvired 
in two Camps, and Chriſt coming out with his white Banner of Lore ut th 
aud he hangeth that over the Heads of his Sauldiers: ”_ I ep ir 


4 


her Captain, the Dragon, is coming out with a great black Flag» 


00d cticth, The World, the World, Eaſe, Heneur, and a whele Skin, 

fee 4 ſoft Conch, and there ly they, and leave Chriſt to fend for 
and,? ; My counſel is, that ye come out and leave the Multitude, 
loader Chriſt have your company: Let them take Clay and this 


orion © Bleſied are theſe who get him; it is good ere the Storm 
hriſt, leing he wilt not keep the Houſe, nor fit at the Fire- ſide, 
th Couchers- : A ſhower for Chriſt is little enough. Oh I find all 
o lietle for him! Wo, wo, wo's me, that t have no Propine for 


ttohim. Oh if it were as broad as Heaven, as deep as the Sea, I 
ould gladlie beftow it upon him! 1 perſwade you, God is wringe 


ne and fall: His Enemies ſhall drink the Thick of it, and the 


ho hath created Time. Grace be with you. - 


1637. f Jeſus, S. N. 


« — * . 
— lth. . —_—— 


_ * 85 * 
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Loving” Siſter, © 


may be, Iwill not foon fee you 3 venture through the Thick of 


dd Sins are; let him bear ail: Make the Heritage ſure to your 
f, get charters and Writes paſſed 2nd through, and put on Arms 


od Chriſt the moſt ſteadable Friend and companion in the World to 
be now: the Need and Uſefulneſs of Chr is ſeen beſt in Trials. 
qu if he be not well worthie of his Room! Lodge him in Houle. 

d Heart: and ſtir up your Hasband to ſeelt the Lord + 1 wonder 


be whole counſel of God, and delivered it to you; it will be en- 
uired for, at your Hands ; have it in readincts, againſt the time 

hat the Lord ask for it: make you to meet the Lord, and ieſt and 
rein che Love of that Faireſt among the Sons ot Mes, de 


reſent World, who love it: Chriſt is a more Worthie and Noble 


to make readie all, and. to be prepared to go to the Camp witly* -. 


Lord Jeſus : My Love is ſo feckleſs, that it is a Shame to offer 


g Grapes of red Wine for Scotland; and this Land call Drink and - 
rounds of it; But Scotland's withered Tree ſhall Bloſſom again, 


ul Chriſt Mall make a ſecond Marriage with her, and take Home his 
iſe out of the Furnace: but if our Eyes ſhall ſee it, he knoweth - . 


Alerd. c FTeur⸗ 75 his ſweet Lord 


JANET Me CU-LLOCH.- 


3 Mercy and Penee be to you : Hold on yout courfe, for it 


| things after Chriſt, and loſe not your Maſter Chriſ. in the 
ſhrong of this great Market. Let Chriſt know how heavie, and 
oy manie a Stene weight you, and your cares, Burdens, croſſes, 


Atne Battel, and keep yon faſt by Chriſt, and then let the Wind- 
low out · ef what Airth it will, your Soul will not blow in the Sea. 1 
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e hach gte ver written to me; I do not forget him, I taught you 
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#14 Mir. Rut herfoords Epiſt. 67. 
Chrtiſt's Beautie, give out all your Love to him, and let non fall by: 
learn in prayer to ſpeak to him; help your Mother's Soul, and de. Grac 
fire her from me, ta ſeek the Lord and his Salvarion, it is not ſoon 
found; manie miis it. race be with you. 9 


Aberd. 1637. Ter Loving Paſtor, S. R. 
[ms os = — —— _ — — 
Tom Lord C RAIGH ALI. 


| Y Cannot Expound vour Lo: contrary Tides, and theſe Temptat. 
ons wheren ith ye are A ſſaulted, to be any other thing but Chiif 
Trying you, and ſaying unto you, And will ye alſo leave me I im 
ure; Chriſt hath a great advant ige againſt gov, if ye play fond piu ſon! 
him, in that the holie Spirit hath done his part, in evidencing 19 too. 
your conſcience, that this is the Way of Chriſt, wherein ye fal 
have Peace; and the other, as ſure as God liveth, the Autichiif; keen 
Way; Therefore as ye fear God, fear your Light, and ftand in cad 
aweof a convincing Confcience : it is far better for your Lo: 6 
keep your Conſcience, and to hazard, in ſuch. a Honourable Cauſe, WW": . 
your Place, than, wilfullie and: againſt» your-Light, to come unde: And 
cuiltineſs 2 Kings cannot heal broken Conſciences 3 and when 00 
Death and Judgment ſhall comprize your Soul, your Counſellou Set 
and others cannot become Caution to ſuſtice for you. Ere it belong, me. 
our Lord will put a final Determination to 49s of Rarliamegt and M the! 
Mens Laws, and will clear you before Men and Ange's of Mens un- : 
juſt Sentences. Ye received Honour, and Place, and Authoritie, Dun 
and Riches. and Reputation from your Lord, to ſet forward anda i 5 
vance the Liberties and Freedom of Chriſ?s Kingdom : Men, whoſe? 
Conſciences ate made of Stoutneſs, think little of ſuch Matters 
which notwithſtanding incroach directlie upon Chriſt's Prevoratin MA. 
Rgval. So would Menthink it a light matter for Uzzah to put di 
his Hand, to hold the Lord's falling Ark, but it coſt him his Life, Ve, 
And who doubteth, but -a carnal Friend will adviſe you, to fit all 
yaur Window, and Pray beneath your Breath; Ye make. too great et 
Aid with zenr Prayers.; fo would a Head ef wit ſpeak, if ye ver cha. 
in Daniel's place: But Mens ovei-gilded Reaſons will not.help you, Wil nos 
v hen your Conſcience is like to rive with a double charge. A e 
alas! when will this World learn to ſubmit their Wiſdom, tote > 
Wiſdom of God, I am ſure, your Lo: hath found the Truth ; yo 
nat then to ſearch it over again, for it is ordinarie for. Men to make 
Doubts, when they have a mind to deſert the Truth, Kings arent 
$n61r.0wn Men, their Ways are in God's Hand. I rejoice and an 


\ 


— 
—— —— KK 


Fpiſt. 66. 11 115 p 
; lad, thar ve reſolve ro walk with Chriſt, howbeit }:is Court be thin. 
4 Grice be with your Lo, 5 E 4 
l „ | | 
* Aberd. Sept. 7. Tour Lo: ix hisfweet Maſter 
| e | end Lord Fejus, S. R. 
te | V 5 E 
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North and much Honoured Sir, 6 - + 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: How ſad a Priſoner wonid | 
I be, if I knew not that my Lord Jeſus had the Keys of the Pri- 
ſon himſelf ; and that his Death and Blood hath bought a Bleſſing - 

to our Croſſes, as well as to our ſelyes. I am ſure, Troubles haveno 
prevailing Right over us, if they be but our Lord's Serjeanis, to {| 
keep us in Ward, while we are in this fide of Heaven. 1 am per- | 
ſraded alſo, that they ſhall not go over the Boand rad, nor enter 
. into Heaven with us, for they find no Welcome there; where there 
uſe, i ne more death neither ſorrow, ner crying, neither any more pain: 
wee And therefore we ſhall leave them behind us. Oh if 1 could get as 
hen good a gate of Sin, even this woful and wretched Bodie of Sin, as I. 
get of Chriſt's Croſs ! Nay indeed, Ithink the Crofs beatech both 
me and it felf, rather than I it, in compariſon of the Tyrannie f 
ad che lawleſs Fleſh and wicked Neighbour, that dwelleth | ciide Chriſt's 
n Creature: But On, this is that which prefleth me down, and 


— 


un. . f l 
itie paineth me: Jeſus Chiift in his Saints ſitteth Neighbour with an 
110. ill Second, corruption, Deadneſs, coldneſs, pride, Lu, Woridli- 


hos ! neſs, Self- love, Securitie, Falſhood, and a World of mo the like, 
which I fad in me, that are daylie doing Violence to the New 


ters ; | 
Man. O but we have cauſe to cartie low Sails, and to cleave faſt to 
teu! free Grace, free, flee Grace: Rleſſed be our Lord, that ever that | 


Life Way was found out : if my one Foot were in Heaven, and my Soul 
an half in, if Free will and Cortuption were abſolute Lords of me, I 

ould never win whollie in. Ob the tweet, new and living Way, 
that Chriſt hath ſtroke up to our Home, be a ſafe Way; I find 
now Preſence and Acceſs a greater Daint ie than beſore, but yet the 
al B:idegroom looketh through the Latteſs, and thorow the Hole of the 
Door. Ob if he and I were on fair Dry-land together, in the other 
fide ot the Water. Grace be with you. | 


_— >> 2 AR Sc _— — * 
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Aberd. Sept. 30. | „ Tours in his {weet Lord 
1637. 3 Jeſus, - S. R 
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x16: lt. Rathofond's 


Life, That beayeth twelve. manner of Frxits every Meneth, is there 
before you, and à pure River of Life, clear as Chryſtal, proceeding 


And there wanteth nothing but poſſeffion. Then get up. in the 
Strength of the Lord, get over the Water to poſſeſs that good Land: 


Epiſt. 33 


— — .— — — 4 


T5 the Lady KIL CON QUHAIR, 


— — —— 
1 — a —— IR -_ 


M IST R E S 8, 


GRaoe, Mercy and peace be to you: I received your Letter. Lam 
heartilie content ye love and owne this oppreſſed and wronged 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and that now when ſo manie are mifcarried, ye are 1 
in anie meaſure taken with the Love of Jeſus : wearie not, but come 88 
in, and ſee if there be not more in Chriſt, than the Tongue of Men * 
and Angels can expreſs : If ye ſeek a gate to Heaven, the Way is in 4 þ 
him, or, he is it; What ye want · is Treaſured op in Jeſus, and he 
ſaith, A“! his are yours, even his Kingdom, he is content to di- 
vide it betu ixt him and you, yea his Throne and his Glory, Lake 21. 
30. John 17 24. Rev. 3.21. And therefore take pains to climb up N dur 
that beſieged Houſe to Chriſt; for Devils; Men, and Armies of fc 
Temptations are lying about the Houſe, to hold out all that are out, i?” 
and it i: taken with violence: It is not aſmooth and eaſie Way, nei- 
ther will your Weather be fair and pleaſant z but whoſoever: ſaw the 
invifible God and the fair City, make no reckoning of Loſſes or 
Crofles: in ye muſt be, coſt you what it will, ſtand not for a Price, 
and for all that ye have, to win the Caſtle; the Rights to it are won 
to you, and it is D/ pened to you, in your Lord Jeſus's Teſtament, 
and fee what a fair Legacie your dying Friend Chriſt hath left you: 


It is better than a Land of Olives and Wine- trees; for the Tree of 


. ont of the Throne of God and of the Lamb, is there. Your time is ſhort, 
therefore loſe no time: cractous and Faithful is he, who hath called 
you to his Kingdom and clory. The City is yours by free conqueſt 
and by Promiſe, and therefore let no uncouth Lard- ids put you] 

from your own. The Devil hath cheated the ſimple Heir of his Para- 
diſe, and by enticing us to taſte of the forbidden Fruit, hath, as it 
were, brought us out of our kindly Heritage: But our Lord, Chriſt fn b 
Jeſus, hath done more than bought the Devil by; for he hath Re- 
deemed the Wodſet, and made the poor Heir free to the Inheritance. 

If we knew the glory of our elder Brother in Heaven, we would long 

rope there to ſee him, and to get our Fill of Heaven: We Children 
| Think the Earth à fair Garden, but it is but God's O=t-field, and 

Wild, cold, garten cround : All things are fading that are here; it is 
our Happineſs to make ſure Chtiſt to ourſelves. Thus remembring 
my Love to your Husband, and wiſhing to him what I vrite to you, 
I commit yon to God's tender Mercy. 5 | 

© vera, Sept, 13, 1637, Pert in his ſuter her Jeſus, S. 1 


| 
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Letters. 


To the Lady 
"TURATGHALL:. 


Hinwrable and Chriſtian Lady, 


xe, Mercy and Peaee be to you: I eannot but write to your 
la: of the ſweet and glorious Terms I am in with the moſt 
joyful King that ever was, under this Well-thriving and Prof 
Crofs : it is my LoxD's Salvation wrought by his own Right 
that the Water doth not ſuffocate the Breath of Hope and 
courage in the Lord Jeſus : For his own Perſon is ſtill in the 
p, with his poor Sevldier. I ſee, the Croſs is tied with Chriſt's 
| to-the End. of an Honeſt Profeſſion: We are but Fools to 
your to looſe Chriſt's Knot, - When I conſiderthe Comtort 
0D, I durſt not conſent to Sell or Wodſesr my ſhort Life-rent 
e Croſs of: the Lord Jeſus. I know that Chriſt bought with his 
Blood a Right to ſanctified and bleſſed Croſſes, in as far, as they 
ne over the Water, to my long deſired Home : and it were 
vod that Chriſt ſhould be the Bayer and I the Seller, I know 
and Death ſhall take Sufferings fairlie off my Hand: I hope 
ill have an honeſt part ing at Night, when this piece cold and 
e Afternoon - tide of my evil and rough Day ſhall be over: 
is my Soul of either Sweet or Sowre, that Chriſt hath anie 
portion in: if he be at the one End of it; it ſhall be well with 
| hall die ere I libeł Faults againft Chriſt's croſs; it ſhall 
M Teſtimonial under my Hand, as an honeſt and ſaving Mean 
nſt, for Mortification and Faith's Growth. 1 have a ſtronger 
nee, ſince 1 eame over Forth, of the Excellencie of Jeſus, 
lhad before. I am rather about him, than inhim, while 
blent from him, in this Houſe of Clay : But J would be in 
for no other Cauſe, but to eſſay and try, what boundleſs Joy 
it be, to be over Head and Ears in my Welbeloved Chriſt's: 
O that fair One bath my Heart for evermore! but alas, it 
little for him! O if it were better and more worthie for his 
if I might meet with him Face to Face, in this Side of 
tie, and might have Leave to plead with him, that I am ſo 
el and Faint: aed here, with the Niggard:y rertien of his 
hat lie gives me! O that I might be Carver and Steward my ” 
mine own will, of Chriſt's Love! ( if I may: Jawfullie t 
lis) then would I enlarge my Veflel (alas! a narrow aud 
1) and take in a Sea of his Love. My Hunger, for it is 
kudlean,. in belieying that ever I hall be ſatis ang 3 | 
REE R e . — 5 YG, - 
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and Love ; but 0h, alas little ef it cometh my way: I die to loo 
- afarofiro that Love, becaute I can ge: but little of it; But by 


Beaut ie ſpeaketh loudeſt in Blackneſs, Weakneſs, Deadneſs, yu. 
Nothing. 1 ſee, Nothing, no Money, no Worth, no Good, eit 


ter to keep all Stets with Chriſt ; when he laugheth I ſcarce bel 


as Iwouldwiſh : Yet Itruſt he ſhall take me home againſt Ni 
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Love, ſo fain would I have, what I know I cannot bold. 0 1 
Jeſus, delighteſt thou, delighteſi then, ro pine and torment br 
with the Want of thy Incomparabie Love 0 if 1 
call thy Diſpenſation crue! I know, thi thy ſelf art Mercy, with 
either Brim ov Bottom ; I know thow art a GOD Band- ſul of Mr 


ſaith, This Providence mal! ere long look morefavorrablieuy 
poor Bodies, and me allo. Grace be with your La: Spirit. 


OR =". 10. 85 * 5 ſweetly 
==: OS oe (K 5 | no 
— —— 
s a f a y a | . : 20 6 
To Mr. JAMES HAMIL TONS 

Reverend and Dear Brother, * a 


Eace be to you from Gop our Father, and from our Lord Telus Lo 
1 am laid Low, when I remember what I am; and that my 0y 

fide caſteth ſuch a Luſtre, when I find ſo little within. It i 
Wonder, that Chriſt's Glorie is not defiled running through ſuck; 
unclean and impure Channel: But 1 fee Chrift will be Chrif}, 
the Dreg and Refuſe of Men: His Ait, his Shining Wiſdom, h 


Life, no Deſerving is the Ground that Omnipotencie delighteth 
draw Glorie out of. O how ſweet is the Inner-fide of the Wall 
Chriſt's Houſe, and a Room beſide himſelf ! my Diſtance fi 
him maketh me ſad. O that we were in others Arms! O that 
Middle Things betwixt us were removed ! I find it a difficult i 


it, I would ſo fain have it true. But I am like a low Man looking 
toa high Mountain, whom Wearineſs and Fainting ovecong 
I would climb up, but I find that I do not advance in my Jour 


I marve! not that .4xtichriff in his Slaves is fo buſie; but our Cas 0! 
ed King ſeeth and beholdeth, and will ariſe tor Zion's Safetic er tt 
amexceedinglie Diſtracted with Letters, and Companie that VIW"prat 
me; what I can do, or Time will permit, I ſhall nor omit : in 
cule my Brevitie, for I am ſtiaitned. Remember the Lon C 
ſoner: I deſire to be mindful of you. Glace, grace bewith E 

br 

Aberd. Sept. 047  Towrs in bi: ſwenli e and 


1637. N | Iqus, S. N. 
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Reverend and Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 


2ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: Becauſe your Words have 
' frengthened manie, I was ſilent, expecting ſome Lines from 
you in my Bonds, and this is the Cauſe why Iwrote not to you: 
now am forced to break off and ſpeak, I never believed till 
that there was ſo much to be found in Chriſt, in this ſide of 
uh and of Heaven. © the Raviſß ments of Heavenlie Joy that 
be had here, in the ſmall Gleanings of Comforts chat fall from 
nit! What Fools are we, who know not, and conſider not the 
icht and the Fung that is in the verie Earncft-peny, and the 
kuuits of our hoped-for Harveſt! How ſweet, how ſweet is our 
etment? O what then muſt; perſonal Poſſeſſion be! I find that 
Loap Jeſus hath not Miſceoked or Silt this ſweet Croſs, he hatk 
Eye on the Fire and the melting Gold, to ſeparate the Metal and 
It Droſs. O how muck time would it take me, to read my Obliga- 
co jeſus, my Lord, who Will neither have the Faith of his own | 
we Wh burat co Aſhes ; nor yet will have a poor Believer in the Fiie to 
ak raw, like Ephraim's unturnec Cake ! this is the Wiſdom of 
n, who hath his Fire in Zjon and Furnace in Jeruſalem. I need 
00d either bud or flatter Temptations, Creſſes, nor Hrive to buy the 
ten il or this malicious World by, or redeem their Kindneſs with 
Wa * Hair-breadth of Truth: He who is Suret ie for his Servant 
ace food, doth powerfullie Over- rule all that. I ſee my Priſon hath 
tha er Lock nor Door ; +1 am free in my Bonds, and my Chains 
lt mo made of rotten Straw, they ſhall not bide one pull of Faith. I 
e belidW ure they are in Hell, who would exchange their Torments with 
>oking Croſſes, ſuppole they ſhould never be delivercd, and give twentie 
ecomeWuſan4 Years Torment to boot, to be in our Bonds for ever: ard 
\ Jout refore we wrong Chriſt, who Sigh, and Fear, and Doubt, and 
nn Nil ond in them. Our Sufferings are waſhen 1n Chriſt's Blood, as 
ur Clas our Souls; for Chriſt's Merits bought a Bleſſing to the croſ- 
Safetie of the Sons of Gon, and Jeſus hath a Bach- bend df all our 
that Mmptations, that the Free- warders ſhall! come out by Law and Ju- 
nie: 1, in reſpect of the infinite and great Sum that the Redeemer 
d. Our Troubles owe us a free paſlage through them : Devils 
| Men, and Croſſes are our Debters, and Death and all Storms are 
Debters, to blow our poor roſſed Bark over the Water Fraught- 
e, and to (et the Travellers in their own known Ground: There- 
e we ſhail die and yet live: we are over the Water ( ſome 
) alieadie; we ate \:airied, and our Tocher-goed is payed; we 
alreadie more than Conquerors: If the Devil and the World 
ww, how Lac Court wita our LokD ſhall go, I amiſurethey would 
| IS | hire 
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hire Death to take us off their Hand; our Safferings are the on 
Wrack and Ruine of the black Kingdom : and yet a little, 4 
the Antichriſt muſt play himſelf with Bones and ſlain Bodies oft 
Lamb's Followers; but withal, we ſtand with the Hundred Fon 
and Foxy Thouſand, who are with the Lamb, upon the Top of Mey 


Zion: Antubriſt and his Followers are down in the valley Gro 
we have the Advantage of the Hill: our Temptations are aun eth 
beneath, our Waters are beneath our Breath; as dying and be 
we live: I never heard before of a Living Death, or a Oi 
Death, but ours: our Deatli is not like the Common Death, ChrighW'**? 
Skill, his Handie Wark, and a new Caſt of Chtiſt's admireble at gol i 
may be ſeen in our Quick Death. I bleſs the Loxy, that all o 1 
Troubles come through Chriſt's Fingers, and that he caſteth Sug ee 
among them, and cafteth in ſome Ounce Weights of Heaven ai” la 
of the Spirit of Glorie ( that reſteth on Suffering Believers) 1 
our Cup, in which there is no Taſte of Hell. My dear Brother, 4j 
{ 


know all theſe better than: I ſend Water to the Sea, to ſpeak( 
theſe things to you e But it eaſeth me, to deſire you to help me 
pay Tribute of Praiſe to Jeſus. O what F:aiſesI owe him 1 Iwo 
were in my free Heritage, that I might begin to pay my Debt; 
Jeſus, I entreat for your Prayers, and Praiſe: : I forget not you. 


Aberd. Sept. | Your Brother and Fellow-ſufe 
1697; | in and fer Chriſt, S. R. 
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To Mr. DAVID DICKSO 


Reverend and well beloved Bretherin the Lord. 
Bleſs the Loxp, who hath ſo wondertully ſtopped the On- geif 

of that Lawleſs Proceſs againſt you. The Lonxp reigns, 
hath a ſaving Eye upon you and your Miniſtry ; 4 
therefore fear not what Men can do. I bleſs the Lox, 0b 
the Iriſh Miniſters find Employment, and the Profeſſors Col 
fort of their Miniftrie : Believe me, I durſt not, as lam now d 4 Pl: 
poſed, hold an honeſt Brother out of the Pulpit: I truſt, the Lol 
mall guard you, and hide you in the Shadow of his Hand: I 
not pleaſed with anie that are againſt you in that. I ſee this, inp 
ſperitie Mens Conſcience will not ſtart at ſmall Sins: But: it ſo 
nad been where I have been, ſince 1 came from you, a littlem 
would have cauſed. their Eye water, and troubled their Feace. Md 
hou read ie are we to incline to the Worlds Hand! Our Argume en 
being well Examined, are often drawn from our Skin: the h $ el 
Skin and a peaceable Tabernacle is a Topick Maxim, in glei iel 
queſt in our Legick. I find a little Breirding of Gov's Seed int nd a0 
Town, forthe which the Do&ers have told me their Mind, thatl ra 1 
cannot bear with is, and hays Examiped and Threatned the Poly FO 


— — — — — ——— — 
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hunt my Companie : 1 fear Iget not Leave to Winter here; 

lohither Igo, I know not; I am readie at the Lon Ds Call. 1 
nal could make Acquaintance with Chriſt's Croſs 3 fox 1 find, 
forts lye to, and follow upon the Croſs, I ſuffer in my Name by 
: Itake it as a part of the Crucitying of the Old Man: Let 

cut the Throat of my Credit, and do as they like beſt with it, 
-nthe Wind of their Calumnies hath blown away my good Name 
mme, in the way to Heaven. I. know Chriſt will take my Name 
of the Mire, and waſb it, and reſtore it to me again. I would 
ea Mind [ if, the Loxp would be pleaſed to give me it] to be 
gol for Chriſt's Sake. Sometimes, while I have Chriſt in my 
1 fall aſleep with the $weetneſs of his Prefence, and he in 
deep ſtealeth away out of my Arms, and when 1 awake I miſs. 
n. 1am much comforted with my Lady P::ſiige, a good Woman, 
| acquainted with Gon's Ways. Grace be with you, 


Aberd. Sept. 11. _< Tours in his ſweet Lora . 
mm: - ... Feſt, S. N. | 


Tv the Right Honourable, my Lord 
L O . D OU N. 


Right Honearable, 


Race, Mercy and peace be to your Lo: 1'rejoice exceedinglie 
that I hear your Le: has a good Mind to Chriſt, and hs now- 
born-down Truth. My very, dear Lord, go on, in the 

th of the Lon, to carrie your Hononry and Wrlaly Gliryte 

New Fernſalem-: For this Cauſe your Le: received theſe of 

ono: this is a ſure Way for the Eſtabliſnent of your Houſe, 

ebe of theſe, who are willing in your place to build Zien's old 
ite Places in Scotland.” Your De: wants not GOD's and Man's 
both, now to come to the Streets for Chriſt ; and 1 the 
ferd Lews of Man were againſt you, it is an honeſt and zealous 
ou, if here ye ſlip againſt a Point or Pancfilie of ſtanding Po- 
it: when your Foot flips in ſuch known Ground, as is the Royal 
ative of our High and moſt truly Dread Sovereign (who has 
e. Nie Crowns on his Head) and the Liberties of his Houſe, he will 
+ E Bleſſed ſhall they be, who take Babes little Ones and 
ther Heads againſt Stones: I wiſt' your Le have a ſhare of 
t Bleſſing, with other Worthie Nebles in our Land. It is true, it 
dow accounted Wiſdom for Men to be partners in pulling up the 
tes, and looſing the Cords of the Tent of Chriſt: but I am 
ſaded, that that Wiſdom is cried down in Heaven, and ſhall 
I never 
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never paſs for true Wiſdom with the Loxp, whoſe Word cite 
Shame upon Wit againſt Chriſt and Truth: and accordinglie 
ſhal: prove Shame and Confuſion of Face in the End. Our Lo 
hath given your Le: Light of a better Stamp, and Learning a 
wherein ye are not behind the Diſprter and the Scribe, O uhg 
bleſſed Thing is it, to ſee Nubility, Learning and Sen@ification 
concur in one! Fortheſe ye owe your felt to Chriſt and his K 
dom: GOD hath be-wildered and be-miſted the Wit and the le 
ning of the Scribes and Diſputers of this Time; they look 4% 
to the Bible. This blinding and be-miſting Worl blind. oſde 
Mens Light, that they are afraid to fee ſtraight - out before the 
nay their verie Light playeth the Krave or worſe, to Truth, 1 
To: knoweth, within a little while, Policie againſt Truth will blu 


and the Works of Men ſhall burn, even their Speeders-web, wii 


ſpin out manie hundred Ells and Webs of Indifferencies, in t 
Loxn's Worſhip, mo than ever Moſes, who weuld have an 
material, and Daniel, who would have a lockert at aVindew, 
matter ot Life and Death, than ever (1fay) theſe Men of 60 
dreamed of, Alas! that Men dare ſhape, carve, cut and clipo 
King's princelie Teſtament, in Length and Breadth, and in al 
menſions, anſwerable to the Concept ions of ſuch Policie, as a Ht 
N n thinketh a ſafe and trim way of ſerving Gop ! -Howha 
en forgotten the Lor D, that they dare go againſt even that Tut 
which once they preached themſelves, howbeit their Sermons ng 
be as thin ſewn, as Straw-berries in a Wood or Wilderneſs. Cettai 
lie the ſweeteſt and ſafe Courſe is, for this ſhort Time of the Aſte 
noon of this old and declining-World, to ſtand for Jeſus: he ha 
ſaid it, and it is our part to believe it, that ere it be long, Timeſſ 
be ne more, ard the Heaven ſhall wax eld ara Garment : Do ven 
ſee it alreadie an Old, Hollie and Thread=bare Garment ? dothn 
Cripple and Lame Nature tell us, that the Loxp will fold up the 0 
Garment, and lay it aſide, and that the Heavens thall be foldedt 
gether as a Scroll, and this Peſt-houſe ſhall be burnt with Fire, a 
that both/Pleniſhing- and Walls ſhall melt with fervent Heat? ff 
at the Loxn's coming he will do with this Earth, as Men do vita 
Leper-houſe, he will burn the Walls with Fite, and the Plenifhu 
of the Houſe alſo, 2 Pet, 3. 10, 12. My very Dear Lera, hd 
| ſhall ye rejoice in that Day, to have Chriſt, Angels, Heaven, é 
your own Conſcience to ſmile upon you! I am pertwaded, onell 
Night through tie Terrors of the Almightie, would make Me 
( whoſe Conſcience hath ſuch a wide Throat, as an Image like 
Cathedral Church would go down it) have other Thong | 
Chiiſt and his Worſhip, than now they pleaſe themſelves with. I 
Seareitie of Faith inthe Earth faith, We are hard upon the laſt Nit 
of Time: Bleſſed are theſe who keep their Garments Clean, agail 
the Bridegreom's coming: There ſhall be ſpotted Clothes, a 
manie detiled Garinents, at his laſt Coming. z and therfote! 
found Worthie to walk with him in White. I am perſwaded, 
Lord, this poot trevailing Women, Our pained Church, is with Cl 
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ſittorie, and fall bring forth a Man- child, that hall be caught 
nGop and his Throne, howbeit the Dragon in his Followers) 


r Lol ending the Child birth- pain, as an Egyptian Midwife, to re- 
gebe Pirth and Strangle it, Ja 29. 8. hut they ſhall be diſap- 
what ned, who thirſt for the Deſttuct ion of Zion, they ſpall be as when 


y Men dreamet h that be eateth, hat beheld be awaketh and 
ul it empty 3 or when a thirſty Man dreameth, tha: he Drinketh, 


e Le (tbl be aabeth and is Faint, and bis Soul is not ſatisfied : fo 
% be. Liay, with che Multitude of all the Nalions, that fight 
ode nennt Zion Therefore the Weak, and Feeble, theſe that 
the Sens and Henders in Iſrael have choſen the beſt Side, even the 
Yo that victorie is upon ; and 1 think, this is no evil Police. 
blaß de for my ſelf, 1 am fo well pleaſed with Chriſt and his Neble 
b, vi Hinef-bern Croſs, this crofs that is come of Chriſt's Houſe and 
in i Kin to himſelf, that 1 ſhould weep, if it ſhould come to Nef- 
T3 Tok 3 Lots and Conditions, with thoſe that are 45 
down Zen: 1 hold ſtill my Choice, and bleſs my ſelf in it. I 


und 1 believe, there · is Salvation in this Way, that is everie 


" ſpoken againſt; 1 hope to go to Eternitie, and to venture the 
all al to the Saints, even upon Death, fullic perſwaded that this 
a He e eren this, is the Saving Way for Racked Confciences, and 
w hall Vcaric and Loaden Sinners, to Eaſe and Peace for evermore |, 
Tui : and indeed it is not for anie Worldlic Reſpect, that I ſpeak 


Hit: Tze Weather is not fo hot, that 1 have great cauſe: 


— 


ertaig e in my Priſon, or to Boaſt of that Entertaia ment, that my 
Aft Friends, the Prelates, intend for me, which is Baniſhment, 
1c ha ey hall obtain their Deſire, and effectuate what they Deſign ; 
ne let it come, I rue not that I made Chriſt my Warle and my 
we nice; I think him ay the longer the better. My Lord, it ſhall 
thun vod Service to Gop, to hold your Noble Friend and Chief upon 


pod Courſe, for the Truth of Chriſt. Now the verie Gon of 
at eſtabliſh your Lo: in Chriſt Jeſus unto the End. ; 


Aberd. Sept. 10. > 
15637. Feat, S. R. 
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wy Much Honenred Sir, 

xc Race,” Merey and peace be to you: I can do no more but thank = 
Ed, you in Paper, and Remember you to him whom 1 ſerve, for 


Chi your Kinduets and Care of a Prifoner. I bleſs the Loy, the 


Caule 
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124 Mr. Rutherfoord's  FEpiſt, 5 
Cauſe 1 Suffer for needeth not- to bluſh before Kings : Chriſt 
white, honeſt and fair Truth needeth neither wax pale for fe, 
nor bluſh for Shame. I bleſs the Lonp, who hath Graced you t 

owne Chriſt now, when ſo manie are afraid to profeſs him; aud hie 
him, for Fear they ſuffer Loſs by avouching him Alas that fo man; 
in theſe Days are carried with the Times : AS if their Conſciene 
rolled upon Oyled Wheels, ſo do they go ai ie way the Wind blower 
them: and becauſe Chriſt is not Market-ſweet; Men put him gw; 
from them. Worthy and much Honoured Sir, go on toowneChril 
and his oppreſſed Truth: The End of Sufferings for the Goſpel i 


0 


Reſt and Gladneſs: Light and Foy is ſown for the M. f 2 
Zion, and the Harveſt ( which is of G05 . for Time an 
Manner) is near: roſſes have Right and claim to Chriſt ! = 
his Members, till Legs and Arms and whole myſtical Chyift be is 
Heaven: There will be Rain and Hail and Storm in the Saint wag 
| clouds, ever till Gop cleanſe with Fire the Works of Creation, an = 
till he burn the Botch heuſe of Heaven and Earth, that Mens 8 Bi 
hath ſubje&ed unto Vanitie. They are Bleſſed who Suffer and 8 ap 
not; for Suffering is the Badge that Chriſt has put upon his Fa 
lowers : Take what Jay we can to Heaven, the Way is hedged u ho, F 
Vith Croſſes, there is no Way, but to break through them; wlll.” 
and Wiles, Shifts and Laws, will not find out a Way about the Co hee], 
of Chrift, but we muſt through ; One thing by Experience m bh 
-LoxD hath taught me, that the Faters betwixt this and Heaven ma of 
all be Ridden, if we be well Hors'd ; I mean, if we be in Chin” ®: 
. and not one ſhall drown by the way, but ſuch as love their own De 1 * 
ſttuction. Oh if we could wait om foi a Time, and believe inthe Da f 10 
the Salvation of Gop ! At leaſt we are · to believe Good of Chi 2 5 
till he give ut the Lip, ( which is impoſſible) and to takeh ws; 
| Word fot Caution, that he ſhall fill up all the Blanks in his Prom iu 
es, and give us what we want: But to the Unbeliever Chriſt's Te 1 x: 
ſtament is White, Blank, Unwritten - paper. Worthy and dt of ' 
Sir, ſet your Face to Heaven, and make you to ſtoop at all the lo * 
Entries in the Way, that ye may receive the Kingdom as a Child 44 
without this, he that knew the Way, ſaid, there is no Entrie in. Mei 
but Chriſt be willing to lead a poor Sinner! O what Love m ; 1 
poor Soul hath found in him, in the Houſe of my pilgrimage; E R 
1 in Heaven and Earth were loſt, 1 dare ſwear, it ms 10 
de found in Chriſt. Now the verie Gop of Peace Eſtabliſh you, wil... 
the Day of the Glorious Appearance of Chriſt. Ch 
= EPS Tree 
Aird. Sept, 7. | Nuri in his ſweet Le tin 
1637. | FJieſus, 8. R. eaſetl 
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To the Lady 
EATT Uu 1H IT1H- 


Mach Hononred and Chriſttan Lady, 


Lace, Mercy and Peace be to you: 1 long to hear how it goeth 
with you and your Children: 1 exhort you, not 'to loſe 
Bieath, nor to Faint in your Journie : The Way is not ſo long 
pour Home, as it was; it will wear to one Step or an Inch at 
beth, and ye ſhall come ere long to be within your Arm- length of 
e Glotious Crown. Your Lord Jeſus did Sweat and pant, ere he 
typ that Mount, he was at Father Save me, with it; it was He 
bo, Pſal. 22. 14. ſaid, I am porred out like Water, all my Bones 
int of joynt { Chriſt was as if they had broken him upon the 
heel, ] my Heart is like Wax, it is melted in the midſt of my Bow- 
V. 15. My Strength is dried up like a Pot-ſheard, 1 am lure, 
bye the Way the better, his Holie Feet trod it before you: 
pfſes have a ſmell of croffed and pained Shriſt. Ibelieve your 
b will not leave you to Die alone in the Way. I know ye have 
Hours, when the Comforter is hid under a Vail, and when ye in- 
ite for him, and find but a Teom Net: This I grant is but a cold 
day, when the Seeker miſſeth him whom the Soul loyeth 3 
eren his Unkindneſs is kind, his Abſence lovelie, his Mask a 
et Sight, till Gop ſend Shriſt himſelf in his own ſweet Preſence : 
ke his ſweet Comforts your own, and be not Strange and Shame= 
with Chriſt : homelie Dealing is beſt for him, it is his Liking. 


tie : Your Sadneſs is with Child of Joy, he will do you, Good 
he latter End. Take no heavier Lift of your Children than your 
alloweth : give them Room beſide your Heart, but nat.inthe 
kot your Heart, where Chriſt. hould.be 3 for then they are 
tldols : not your Bairns: if your Loxp take anie of them 
me to his Houſe, before the Storm come on, take it well, the 
ner of the Orchard may take down two or three Apples off his 
Trees, before Midſummer, and ere they get the Harveſt Sun, 
it would not be ſeemlie that his Servant, the Gardner, ſhould 
e him for it: Let our Lord pluck his own Fruit at anie Seaſon 
Kaſeth;they are not Loſs to you, they are laid up ſo well, as that 
ate coftered in Heaven, where our Loxv's beſt Jewels lie: The 

ll free Goods that are there, Death can have no Law to arreſt 
thing that is within the Walls of the New Ferwſelem. All the 
5, becauſe of Sin, are like old ruſty Horologies, that muſt be 


donn, and the Wheels ſcoured and mended, aud ſetup 84 


— 


hen your Winter Storms are over, the Summer of your LoxD ſhall 


5 91 26 ” Mr. Ruther fi 007 71 8 \ Epiſt. 
in better caſe than before: Sin hath ruſted both Soul and 30 
our Dear Loy by Death taketh us down to Scour the Wheel 
both, and to purge us perfectlſie from the Root and Remaind 
Sin, and we ſhall be ſet up in bettexcaſe than before. Then f 
up your Heart, Heaven is yours, and that is a Word few can 
New the great Shepherd of the Sheep, and the very GOD of ? 
Confirm ana Eſtabliſh you, to the Day of the Appearance of (HR 
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To bis Reverend and very Dear Brotl 
Mr. GEORGE GILLESPIWr: 


W Dear Brother, 


'F Received yours: Iamftillwith the Loxp, his Croſs hath d( 

1 1 that which I thought impoſſible once : Chriſt keepeth T 
in the Fire and Water with his own, and cometh ereour Bre 

go out, and er our Blood grow told. Bleſſed are they whoſe f 


llt b 
lt of 
tof 
1 


elcape the great Golden Net that is now ſpread : It is our Happi 1b 
to take the crabbed, rough and poor Side of Chriſt's World, wh vitl 
is aLeaſe of Croſſes and Loſſes for him: for Chriſt's In-co Ai 
And Caſualities that follow him are manie : and it is not ali et 
done, that a Good Conſcience may be had in following him : g, 
| is true Gain, and moſt to be Laboured for and Loved, Manie g 
Chtiſt for a ſhadow, becauſe Chriſt was rather beſide theit Conſcie e 
in a Dead and Reprobate Light, than in their Conſcience, Let 1 
N be ballaſted with Grace, that we be not blown over, and that p01 
3 Stagger not, Yet alittle while and Chriſt and his Redeemed © 15 


hall fill the Field, and come out Victorious : Chriſt's G!orie! 


Triumphing in Scotland is yet in the Bud and in the Birth, but off": 


low, 
ud 


e 


0 Birth cannot prove an Abortive: He ſhall not Faint nor be Diſc 
| raged, till he have brought forth Tudgment unto Victory. Let usf. 
. mind our Covenant: and the verie Gop of Peace be with you, 


pix 
Alerd. 9. Sept. Dur Brother in Cri, Mech 
Wh 1637. * g 8. R. 53 


K fo 
RD 1 
ar 
A 


—— —ö— . — — — — — —_— _— - 


: i —— = . M 
—— ws 
— ä— . wp — * * mn — 75 5 —— / 
, « 42. ) 


* n — 


Letters. 


— YL 


\ 


ik 7h 


rH. MATTHEW MOWAT. 


Reverend and Dear Brother, 


im Refreſhed with your Letters: I would take all well at my 
Loxp's Hands that he hath done, if I knew I could do my Loxp 
nie dervice in my Suffering: ſuppoſe my Loxp would make a 
y · bole of me, to fill a Hole in the Wall of his Houſe, or a Pinning 
1's new Work : For anie place of Truſt in my Loxp's Houſe, 
weward or Chamberlain, or the like : ſurelie I think my ſelf 
rer Dear Brother, 1ſpeak not e proud Figure or Trope) 
morthie of it; nay I am not worthie to ſtand behind the Door: 
{my Head and Feet and Bodie were half out, half in, in Chriſt's 
we, lo 1 ſaw the fair Face of the Lokp of the Houſe, it would 
my Greining and Loveslick Deſires. When Lhear, that the Men 
cod are at work, and ſpeaking in our Lord Jeſus his Name, I 
uk my ſelt but an Out- caſt or Out- law, chaſed from the Citie, to 
ron the Hills, and live amongſt the Rocks and Out- fields. O that I 
n cbur ſtand in Chriſt's Out-houſe, or hold a Candle in anie lor 
of his Houſe! But I know this is but the Vapours that ariſe 
Brel ef a quarrclous and unbelieving Heart, to darken the Wiſdom 
e005. And youi Fault is juſt mine, that I cannot believe my 
ppi nus bare and naked Word: I muſt either have an Apple toplay _ 
with, and ſhake Hands with Chriſt, and have Seal, Caution, 
con Vitnels to his Word, orelſe I count my ſelf Looſe; howbeit 
ali e the Word and Faith of a King. Oh, Iam made of Unbelief, 
onnot Swim but where my Feet may touch the Ground. Alas! 
nie g il under my Temptations is preſented to me as Lying waters, as 
(ci our and a Couſener 5 We can make ſuch a Chriſt, as Temp- 
Let ns ( caſting us in a Night dream) do feign - and deviſe, 
that ad Temptat ions repreſent Chriſt ever unlike himielf) and we 
ed Ou kollie liſten to che Tempter. If I could miniſter one Saving 
!orie Ito anie, how glad would my Soul be: But I my ſelf (which 
but tur greateſt Evil ) often miſtake the croſs of Chriſt : For I 
Die it ve had Wit, and knew well that Eaſe ſlayeth us Fools, we 
cus d defire a Market, where we might Barter or Niffer our Lazie 
ou. 


| "xt our Deſires and Tribulation : Bur ſome give a dear price 
5 old for Phyſick, which they love not, and buy Sickneſs, hou- 
if they wiſh rather to have been Whole than to be Sick. But ſure- 
b Brecher, ye ſhall not have my Advice ( howbeit, alas I can» 
follow it my ſelf } to contend with the Honeſt and Faithful 
aof the Houſe 3. tor go he or come he, he is ay Gracious in his 
Jarture : There are Grace and Mercie, and Loving-kindnets 
Ehilt's Back-paits 3 aud when he gocth away, the xroportion 


. ; of 


vitha profitable croſs ; howbeit there be an Out-caſt natura! 


— ; 
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" on ek Folks b eſide Meat, and cannot make Uſe of it. "Grace 


may begin and ſay, I have ſaid nothing of him, Inever knew Ch! 
to Ebbe or Flow, Wax or Wane ; his Winds iutn not, " 
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628 Mr. Rutherfoord's Ppifſt. Wi 
of his Face, the Image of that fair Sun, that ſtayeth in Eyes, Se 
and Heart, after he is gone, leaveth a Maſs of Love behind it ir 
Heart. Tlie Sound of his Knock at the Door of his Beloved, ; 
he is gone and paſt, leaveth a Share of Joy and Sorrow both: 
we have ſomething to Feed upon till he return, and he is more le 
in his Departure, and after he is gone, than before; as the Da 
the Declining of the Sun, and towards the Evening is often moſſ 
fired. And as for Chriſt's croſs, I never received Evil of it, 
what was mine own making: when I miſcooked Chriſt's Phyſ 
no Marvel that it durt me: For fince it was on Chrift's Back 
hath always a ſweet Smell, and theſe One Thouſand Six Hun; 
Tears it keepeth the Smell of Chriſt 3 nay, it is elder than 
too, for it is a long Time ſince Abel firſt Handſe'd the Croſs, 
had it laid upon his Shoulder; and down from him all along 
this verie Day, all the Saints have known what it is. I amgladt 
Chriſt hath ſuch a Relation to this Croſs, and that it is called 
Croſs of our LORD FESUS, Gal. 6. v. 14, His reproach, l 
13. 13. As if Chriſt would claim it as his proper Goods, and! 
cometh in the Reckoning among Chriſt's own Propertie 2 j 
were ſimple Evil, as Sin is, Chriſt, who is not the Author nor 0 
er of Sin, would not owne it, 1 wonder at the Enemies of C 
8 in whom Malice hath run away with Wit, and Will is up and 
down ) that they would eſſay to lift up the Stone laid in Zi 
ſurelie it is not laid in ſuch ſinking Ground, as that they can rai 
or remove it; for when we are in their Bellie, and they h 
{wallowed us down, they will be ſick, and ſpue us out again. 
know Zien and het Husband cannot both ſleep at once: I beli 
our LoRD once again ſhall water with his Dew the withered Hil 
Mount Zien in Scotland, and come down, and make a New Marti 
again, as he did long ſince. Remember out Covenant: Tour! 
cuſe for your Advice to me is needleſs: Alas, manie fit beſide Li 
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with you, OE Mu 
Aberd. Sept. 1 | p Tour Brother i lace, 

| 1637. £ Chriſt, S. R with 
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To Mr. JOHN MEINI 
Dear Brother, | 
| I Received your Letter: I cannot but Teſtifie under 1 


Hand, that Chriſt is ill the longer the better, and that d 
Time is the Time of Loves. When I have ſaid all I can, ot 


eth to change, it 18 but we ho turn our wrong Side to him. I 
er had a Plea with him in my hardeſt Conflicts, but of mine oun 
wins, Oh that I could live in peace and good Neighbour- hood 
«ſuch a Second, and let him alone. My Unbelief made manic 
wk Lyes, but my Recantation to Chriſt is not worth the hearing. 


art hath oot natural Wit to keep Quarters with ſuch a SasWouf. 
deo well, to fear your own Backſliding. I had ſtood ſure, if I had 
u Youth borrowed Chriſt to be my Bottom: but he that bears 
kown Weight to Heaven, ſtall not fail to 4 and ſink. Te had 
weed to be Bałe- footed among the Thorns of this Apoſtate Gene- 


Days. And think not, Chriſt will do with you, in the matter 
ſulfering, as the Pope doth in the matter of Sin: Ye ſhall not 
that Chriſt will fell a Diſpenſation, or give a Dyyour's protecti- 
againſt croſſes 3 Croſſes are proclaimed as common Accidents 
ill the Saints, and in them ſtandeth a part of our Communion 
Chriſt : but there lieth a ſweet Caſualitie to the Croſs, even 


mbermy Love to your Father and Mother. Grace be with you, 


Aberd. Sept. 7. Durs in his ſweet Lora, 
1637. ä Jeſus, 8. R. 
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JOHN FLEE 


Bailiff of Leith. 


Much Henonred iz the Lord, 


with Chriſt : however my Loxp's Wind blow, I have the Ad- 
vantage of the calm and tunnie Side of Chrift, Devils, and 
and Devils Servants, are all blown Blind, in purſuing the 
P'slictle Bride: They (hall be as a Night dream, who fight againſt 
ut Zion, Warthy Sir, I hope ye take to Heart the Worth of 
Calling, this great Fair and Meeting of People will ſcaile, and 
ot is open forus : As faſt as Time weareth out, we flee away: 
itie is at our Elbow. O how Bleſſed are they, who in Time 
Cluiſt ſure for themſelves ; Salvation is a great Errand; I 
hard to fetch Heaven. Oh that we could take pains on our 
for the Bridegroom's coming: The other fide of this 
W will be turned up incontinent, and Up ſhall Dcwn, and 


b, with him, whole Name is The Word of GOD, Theſe dying 
| H N 5 
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welie he hath born with ſtrange Gades in me: He knoweth my 


bt, leſt a Stob ſtrike up in your Foot, and cauſe you to halt all 
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iſs preſence and his Comforts, when they are Sanctified. Re- 


MING, 


ice, Mercy and Peace be to you: I am ſtill in good Terms | 


that are weeping in Sack-cloth ſhall triumph on White 
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138 Mr. Rutberford's Pgiſt, 
Idols, the fair Creatures, that we waoxiſhly love better than our © 
ator, will paſs away like Snow. Water. The God-head, the Gy 
head, a Communion with God in Chriſt, to be Halvers with Chr 
of the purchaſed Houſe & Inheritance in Heaven, ſhould be ve 
Scope and Aim. For my ſelf, when I lay my Counts, Oat 
| ling, O whatWeighing is in Chriſt. O how ſoft are his Kifſ:s 
SO Love, Love ſurpaſſing in Jeſus ! Ihave no Fault to that Love, Hann 
that it ſeemeth to deal niggardlie with me: I have little of it. 
that I had Chriſt's ſeen and read Band, ſubſcribed by himſelf Inte 
my Fill of it! What Garland have I, or what Crown, if 1 look {Vin 
| oor on things, but Jeſus? Oh there is no Room in us, on this $8" 

of the Water, for that Love! This narrow Bit Earth, and th e 
ebbe and narrow Souls can hold little of it, becauſe we are full 
Rifts. Iwould Glorie, Glorie would Enlarge us, (as it will) e 
make us Right, and cloſe up out Seams and Rifts, that we might 
able to Comprohend it, which yet is Incomprehenſible. Remenii e. 
my Love to your Wife, Grace be with bu. 


5 ſuf 
Alerd. Sept. 7. Yours in his ſwecet L tlie 
1697. J. 
JJ... ͤ 
T» ALEXANDER GORDOW. 


F Earlſtoun, = 
Math Hononred Sir, 8 . edit 


\ | 8 

He I would have been glad to have ſeen you ; yet ſei". 
| our LoxD hath been pleaſed to break the Snare of your 4 

- verſaries, I heartily Bleſs our Loxp on your behalf. 0 
Croſſes for Chriſt are not made of Iron, they are ſofter and of me 
gentle Mettal : It is eaſie for Gop, to make a Fool of the Dei 
the Father of all Fools. As for me, I but breathe out, what my Lo 
breatheth in: The Scum and Froth of my Letters I fatheruy 
my own Unbelieving Heart. 1 know your Loxp hath ſomething 
do with you, becauſe Satan and Malice have ſhot fore at you; 
your Bow abides in its Strength. Ye ſtall not by my Adviceb( 
Halver with Chriſt, to divide the Glorie of your Deliverance, | 
twixt your ſelf and him, or anie other ſecond Mean whatſoeve 
Let Chriſt ( as it ſetteth him well) have all the Glorie, 
Triumph his alone. The Loxp ſet himſelt on High in you: 
{ee Chriſt can berro# a Croſs for ſome Hours, and ſet his Serva 
beſide it, rather than under it, and win the Plea too, yea and mi 
Glorie to himſelf, and Shame to his Enemies, and Comfort tol 

Children out of it: But whether Chriſt buy oz botro Crolles, 
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ſhit, 817 Teer 137 
King of Croſſes, and King of Devils, and King over Hell, aud 
Ingwer Malice - When he was in the Grave, he came out, and 
ought thE Keys with him: he is Lord-Jaylor : nay what ſay Is 
Eu Captain of the Caſtle, and he hath the Keys of Death and 
jel; and what are our Troubles but little Deaths : and he whe 


fe, a hardned Face and two Skins upon our Brows, againſt the 
Inter Hail, and Stormie Wind, is meeteſt for a poor Traveller, in 
inter Journey to Heaven. O what Art is it to learn to endure 
Wndneſs, and to learn to go Bare-footed, either through the Devil's 
wie Coals, or his Frozen Waters ! 3. I am perſwaded a Sea- 


ta e with Chriſt maketh great Riches : Is not our King Jeſus his 
ull flip coming home, and ſaall not we get part of the Gold? Alas, 
1 tools miſcount our Gain, when we ſeem Loſers. Believe me, 1 


Lie no Challenges againſt this Well. bern Croſs, for it is come of 
it's Houſe, and is Honourable, and is a Prepine, To yon is is given 
ſafer. O what Fools are we, to undervalue his Gifts? and io 

lie that which is true Honẽour! For if we could be Faithful, 
uTackling ſhall not looſe, nor our Maſt break, nor our Sails blow 
tothe Sea, The Baſtard Croſſes, the kinleſs and bale born Croſſes 

f Wordlings for Evil doing, muit be Heavie and Grieyous 3 but © 
* Afflictions are light and momentarie, 4. I think my ſelf happy. 
ut 1 have loft Credit with Chriſt, and that in his Bargain, Lam 

Iſt's Sworn Pyvour, to whom he will lippen nothing, no not one 

nin the Work of my Salvation : Let me ſtand in Black and 
ute in the Dyvour-book before Chriſt, I am Happy that my Sal- 
tion is concredited to Chriſt's Mediation: Chriſt oweth_ no 
ih to we, to lippen ante thing to me; but Owhat Faith and 
edit I owe to him! Let my Name fall, and let Chriſt's Name 
Indin Honour with Man and Angels. Alas! I have no Room to 
rad out my Affection before Gop's People; and I ſee not hoW 
tin hout out and cry out the Lovelineſs, the high Honour and the 
ſpotie of my faireſt Lord Jeſus. Oh that he would let me have a 
jto lie in, to be delivered of my Birth, that I might paint him 

t 1n his Beautie to Men as 1 dow. 5. 1 wondered once at Provi- 
ice, and called White Providence Black and Unjuſt, that I ſhould 
wihered in a Town, where no Soul will take Chriſt oft my Hand: 
t Providence hath another Luſtre with Gop, than with my Bleires . 
u. 1 proclaim my ſelf a dtind Body, who know-not Black and 

kite, in the uncouth Courſe of Gop's Providence. Suppoſe Chriſt 
Wd fet Heil where Heaven is, and Devils up in Glorie beſide the 
i Angels, (which yet cannot be) I would I had a Heart to acqui- 
© in his Way, without further Diſpute. 1 ſee, Infinite Wiidom 


ance, | 
toeve 


—_ ee Mothcr of his Judgments, and his Ways pals finding out. 
had, lcannot learn; but I deſire to learn to bring my Thoughts, 
im Wl, and Lufts, in under Chriſt's Feet, that he may Trample upon 
for oF”: But alas! lam ſtill upon Chriſt's wrong Side, Grace be with 
rolles, 


Aberd, Se pt. 12.1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord F. 
2 2 | os 


anmandeth the great Caſtle, commandeth the little alſo, 2. 1 1 | 
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T ROBERT 


for Chrift. If this whole World were the Balk of a Ballance, j 


Sir, make ſure Work of your Salvation; build not upon Sand 
this World, and to your Will and Luſts : Let Chriſt have a Com 


howbeit the Wind ſhould take the Hide off your Face: I promi 


_ Garments clean, as ye would walk with the Lamb clothed in White 
and Judge will be upon us all, and bring us before the Sun ip ou 

' Blacks and Whites: Bleſſed are they who watch and keep themſelye 
in Gov's Love. Learn to difcern the Bridegroom's Tongue, and i 


I would put my Heart Blood upon the Doctrine I taught, as the on 


ſaall not prevail againſt us: 


and a Field bleſſed of the Loxv, and it ſhall be proclaimed, Up, 


: uw AO. EO 
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LEN NOA 
O Diſdove. 


Worthy and Dear Brother, 


Forget you not in my Bonds: I know ye are looking to Chi 
and I beſeech you, follow yout Look. I can ſay more of Chiif 
now by Experience (though he be infinitely above, and hi 
yond all that can be ſaid of him) than when I ſaw you. 12 
drowned over Head and Ears in his Love, Sell, ſell, {ell all thing 


ſhould not be able to bear the Weight of Chriſt's Love ;. Men an 
Angels have ſhort Arms to fathom it: Set your Feet upon th 
piece of blue and baſe Clay of an over-guilded and fairplaiſtet 


World; an Hours kiſſing of Chriſt is worth a World of Worlds 


lay the Foundation upon the Rock in Zion: Strive to be Deadt 


you, Chriſt will win the Field: Your Paſtors cauſe you to EU 3 
except you ſee Chriſt's Word, go not one Foot with them ? Coy 
tenance not the Reading of that Remiſh Service- book: Keep you 


The Wrongs I ſuffer are upon Record in Heaven: our great Maſt 


give your ſelf to Prayer and Reading. Ye was often a Hearer of mg 


Way to Salvation : go not from it, my deer Brother. What IwWI . 0 

to your ſelf, I write to your Wife ſo. Mind Heaven and Chil . 
and keep the Spunk of the Love of Chriſt you have gotten; Chuil 

ſhall blow on it, if ye entertain it, and your End ſhall be Teac 


There is a Fire in our Zion; but our Lok is but ſeeking a ne 
Bride refined and purified out of the Furnace. I aſſure you, how 
beit we be Nick-named Paritanes, all the Powers of the Woll 
| Remember though a ſinful Man wit 
it to you, theſe People ſhall yet be in Scor/and as a green Olive-treq 


with Chriſt, and Down, down with all contrary Powers. Sir,prayi 
me. '( Iname you to the Loxp ) for further Evil is determine 
againſt me, Remember my Love to Chriſtian Ames ad, he 

De e Go_ 


— 


felt. 83, 8. Teer, 133 
pughter : I deſire her, in the Edge of her Evening, to wait a 
ite, the King is coming, and he hath ſomething, that the never 


iy, with him: Heaven is no Dream: Come and ſee will Teach 
letheſ}, Grace, grace be with you, 7 eee 


Aberd. Sept. 13. | Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. | | „ ö.. 
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MARION McKNAUGHT, 
Deareſt in our Lord Feſws, | BE. | 
Ount it your Honour, that Chrift hath begun at you to fine you 
firſt : Fear not, fakth the Amen, the traue and faithful Wit- 
n an” eſs : 1 wilteto you, as my Maſter liveth upon the Word 
of my Royal King, continue in Prayer and in Watching, and your 
brious Deliverance is coming: Chtiſt is not far off: a Fig, a 
ray for all the Bits of Glay, that are riſen againſt us 2 Te ſhall 
ſt the Mountains, and fan them like Chaff, Iſs. 41. If ye ſlack 
wr Hands at your Meetings, and your Watching to Prayer, then 
ty0v!d ſeem our Rock hath fold us; but be Diligent, and be not 
iſcouraged. 1 charge you in Chrift, Rejoyce, give Thanks, Be- 
ee, be Strong in the LoD: That burning Buſh in Galloway and 
lurlendbrig ht ſhall not be burnt to Aſhes ; for the Loxp is in the 
ut. Be not Diſcouraged, that Baniſhment is to be procured by the 
inp's Warrant to the Council, againſt me: The Earth is my 
bs; I am filled with his ſweet Love, and running over: 1 
joyce to hear ye are in your Journey: ſuch News as 1 hear, of all 


Whou Faith and Love, rejoyce my ſad Heart. Pray for me, for they 
1 kmy Hurt; but I give my {elf to Prayer. The Bleſſing of my 
* TY and a Priſoner of. Chtriſt's Bleſſiag be with you. Oo choſen 
eon geealic beloved Woman, faint not : Fy, fy, if ye faint now, 


eloſea good Cauſe : double your Meetings: ceaſe not for Zi- 
I fake, and hold not your Peace, till he make Jersſalem a Praiſe 
the Eart h. . | | Co „ 


Alerd. 1637. : urs in Chriſt Jeſas his 
1 Lora, S. R. : 
ee eee eee 
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TT THOMAS CORBETT. 
mu 7 ning Friend Td bs * 
ad he e. ' It ſhall be my Joy, that ye follow after Chrift 


till ye ind him: my Conſcience is a Feaſt of Joy to me, that! 
1 1 {ought 


19 het 
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234 Mir. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 8. 
fought in fingieneſs of Heart, for Chriſt's Love, to put you upo 
_ the King's High- way to our Bridegroom, and our Father's Houſe 
Thrice Bleſſed are ye, my dear Brether, if ye hold the Way : 
believe, ye and Chriſt once met. I hope ye will not ſunder wit * 
Follow the counſel of the Man of Gop, Mr. William Datgleiſh, | 
ye depart from what I taught you in a Hair-breadth, for Fear or Fs 
your of Men, or Deſire of Eaſe in this World, I take Heaven and 


Earth, to witneſs, that Ill ſhall come upon you in the End. Bull 
act your Neft here: This World is an hard ill made Bed, no Reſt is 


11 for your Soul? awake, awake, and make haſte to ſeek that Pearl jeen { 
Obrist, that this World ſeeth not. Your Night, and your Maſe yd 1 
Chriſt, will be upon you within a clap ; your Hand- breadth 0 fl : 
Time will not bide you : Take Chriſt, howbeit a Storm folloMl no! 
nim: howbeit this Day be not yours and Chriſts, the Morrow will cout, 
be yours and his. I would not exchange the Joy of my Bonds an ing o 
Impriſonment for Chriſt, with all the Joy of this dirty and foul fnoal 
Skinned World. Thave a Love-bed with Chriſt, and am filled wit hk i 
his Love. I deſire your Wife to do what I write to you: Let he yten 
remember how dear Chriſt would be to her, when her Breath turner eat 
cold, and the Eye-ftrings ſhall break. O how joyful ſhould mi nos 
* Soul be, to know that I had brought on a Marriage betwixt ChrifiM þ ) 
= and that People, few or manie ; if it be not ſo, I will be wo t wal 
ii4 be a Witneſs againſt them. Uſe Prayer, love not the World, b  h 
humble, and eftcem little of your ſelf; loye your Enemies, an ud! 
pray for them; make Conſcience of {peaking Truth, when non ed. 
8 Kknoweth but Gon, Inever eat, but I pray fer you all. Pray for me org 
[7 Ye and Ifhall ſee one another up in our Father's Houſe. I rejoycetMY that 
heat, that your Eye is upon Chtiſt. Follow on, hing on, ated Con 
dim not. The Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit. com 


— Aber 8 ! 6 37. | | Your aſfectionate Brother in 01 
| : Tord Feſns, S. K. 
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| To ALEXANDER GORDON 


4 Ch 
[ „„ and 
1 2 A | 5 7 my 
; Of Earlſtoun, . 6 
| Much Henoured Sir, | he 
f Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I received your Lettet ha 
| # which refreſhed me: Except from your Son and my Brother, WV? 
b ve ſeen few Letters from my Acquaintance in that Coun 7 
ttey, which maketh me heavie : But 1 have the Companie of K 
f LokD, who can teach us all to be kind, and hath the right Gate oi © 


it z though for the preſent, I have ſeven Ups and — 0 
of As | PTE 4 , 475 


%. 
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Fit. 85 Letters: 
py, yet 1am abundantlie comforted, and feaſted with my King 
ad Welbeloved daily: It pleaſeth him to come and Dine witha 
da briſoner, and a ſolitarie Stranger: His Spikenard caſteth a Smell; 
jt my Sweet has ſome Sowre mixed with it, wherein I muſt acqui- 
ie; for thete is no Reaſon that his Comforts be too cheap, ſe- 

jng they are Delicates 3 why ſhould he not make them ſo ro his 

un? But I verilie think now, Chriſt has led me up to a Nick in 
chriſtianitie, that I was never at before ; I think all beſore was 

n Childhood and Bairns-play. Since I departed from you, 1 haye 

en ſcalded, while the Smoke of Hell's Fire went in at my Throat, 

id would have bought Peace with a Thoufand Years Torment in 

fell : and I havebeen up alſo, after theſe deep Down- caſtings and 
rows, before the Lamb's white Throne, in my Father's Inner- 

court, the great King's Dining- hall, and Chriſt dic caſt a Cove- 

ing of Love on me; he hath caſten in a coal in my Soul, and it is 
ſnoaking among the Straw, and keeping the Hearth warm: lock WM 
hick to what-l was before, and I laugh ro ſee the Sand- houſes I built 
when I was a Child, At firſt, the Remembrance of the manie fair 

feaſt Days with my Lord Jeſus in publick, which are now changed 

io Silent Sabbat hs, raiſed a great Tempeſt, and (if 1 may ſpeak 

o) made the Devil ado in my Soul: the Devil came in, and 

would prompt me to make aplea with Chriſt, and to lay the Blame 

on him, as a hard Maſter : But now theſe Miſts are blown away; 
ndl am not onlie ſilenced, as to all Quarrelling, but fullie ſatisſi- 

ed, Now I wonder that anie Man living can laugh upon the World, 

or give it a heartie Good-day. The Lord Jeſus hath handled me ſo, 

that as I am now diſpoſed, I think never to be in this World's 
Common again for a Nights Lodging: Chriſt beareth me good 
companie ; he hath eaſed me, whes Thaw it not, lifting the croſs 

off my Shoulders, ſo that I think it to be but a Feather, becauſe un- 
dereath are Everlaſting Arms. God forbid, it came to Bartering 

or Niſtering of Croſſes; for I think my Croſs ſo ſweet, thatlknow _ 
not where 1 would get the like of it. Chriſt's Honey-combs drop ſo 
aundantlie, that they ſweeten my Gall: Nothing breaketh my 

Heart, but that I cannot get the Daughters of Jeruſalem, to tell 

them of my Bridegroom's Glorie: 1 charge you, in the Name of 

Chriſt, that ye tell all ye come to of it; and yet it is above Telling 

and Underſtanding. Oh if all the Kingdom were as 1 am, except 

my Bonds ! they know not the Love- kiſſes, that my onlie Lord Jeſus 
waſteth on a dated Priſoner. On my Salvation, this is the onlie 
Way to the New City. I know Chriſt hath no dumb Seals; would 

he put his privy Seal upon Blank Paper ? he hath Sealed my Sufferings 

vit Comforts. I write this to confirm you. I write now, what 1 

have ſeen, as well as heard. Now and then. my Silence burneth 
up my Spirit: But Chriſt hath ſaid, Thy Stipend is running up with 
Intereſt in Heaven, as if thou wert Preaching : And this trom a 

King's Mouth rejoyceth my Heart. At other Times, J am ſad, Wl 
dgelling in Kedar's Tents : Theie are none (that J yet know 
of.) but two Perſons in this Touts that I date give my Word for: FW 
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And the Lon hath removed my Brethren, and my Acquaingy, 
far from me : and it may be, I be forgotten in the Place, yj, 
the Loxp made me the Inſtrument to d ſome good. But 7 ſee th 
is Vanitie in me: Let him make of me what he pleaſeth, if 
make Salvation out of it to me. I am tempted andtroubled that, 
the Foarteen Prelates ſhould have been Armed of Gop aggingq 
onlie, while the reſt of my Brethren are ſtill vreaching: Fut f dg 
not ſay one Word, but this, Isis geed, Lord Jeſus, becauſe tho hy 
done it. Wo is me for the Virgin Daughter, wo is me for the Def 
lation of the Virgin Daughter of Scotland! Oif my Ryes were 
& Fountain of Tears to weep Pay and Night for that poor Mid King 
that poor Miferable Harlat Alas that my Father hath put to th 
Doot my poor Harlat Meter! Oh for that Cloud of black wry 
and Furie of the Indignat ion of the Lon, that is hanging overth 
Land. Sir, write to me, I beſeech you: I pray you alſo, b: kin 
ro my Afflicted Brother. Remember my Love to your Wife: Ar 
the Prayer and Blefling of the Priſoner of Chriſt be on you. Fit 
quent your Meetings for Frayer and Communion with Gop ; the 
would be ſweet eetings to me. | | 


Aberd. 16. Febr. a Durs in his ſweet Zul 
1637. e Jeſus, S. R. 
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To R O 9 oy 2 GORDON 
2 of Knockbrex. 


My Dear Brother, 


G Race, Mercy and Peace be multiplied upon you : I am almof 
weary ing, yea wondering, that ye write not to me; thol 
know it Is not Forgetfulneſs. As for my ſelf, 7 am everie un 
well, all Glerie to G: I was before at a plea with Chriſt, byt 
it was bought by me and unlawful 3 becauſe his whole Providence 
was not Tea and Nay to my Tea and Nay, and becauſe J believe 
Chriſi's outward Look better than his Faithful Promiſe : Yet I 
hath in patience waited on, while Ibe come to my ſelf, and hath nd 
taken Advantage of my weak Apprehenſions of his Goodnels.; 
Great and Holie is his Name: Helooketh to what I deſire to be, 
and not to what Tam. One Thing I have learned, if. I had been in 
Chciſt, by way of adheſion onlie ; as manie Branches are, I ſhould 
have been burnt to Aſhes, and this World ſhould have ſeen a Suffet 
ing Minifter of Chriſt turned { of ſomething once in ſhew ) into 
unſavourie Salt. But my Lord Jeſus had a good Eye, that th; 
'Temptet ſhould not Play fen Play, and blow out Chiift's con 


. 


M took no W of my Stomach, and Freting and Grudging 
wmour, but of his own. Grace: when he burnt the Houſe, he 
«2d hisown Goods: And Tbelieve, the Devil and the perſecut- 
#World, ſhall-teap no Fruit of me; but burnt Aſhes : for he 
lee to his own Gold, and ſave that from being conſumed with 
ekite. O what owe I to the File, tothe Hammer, to the Furnace | 
Im Lord Jeſus ! .. Who hath now let me ſee how good the Wheat © 
f Chriſt is, that goeth W his Mill and his Oven, to be made 
Id for his own Table: Grace tried, is better than Grace, and 
bmote than Grace, it is Glorie in its Infancie. I now ſee, Godli- 
is more than the Out- ſide and this World's paſſements and 
dir Buskings: Who knows the Trutli of Grace without a Trial? 
oy little gets Chriſt of us, but that which he winneth { to ſpeak 
) with much Toil and pains! And how ſoon would Faith 
ee without a Croſs ? How manie dumb Croſſes have been laid 
ya my Back, that had never a Tongue to ſpeak the Sweetneſs of 
uſt, as this hath 2 When Chrift Dieſſeth his own Croſſes with 
Tongue, they breathe out Chriſt's Love, Wiſdom, Kindneſs and 
x of us. Why ſhould 7 ſtart at the Plow of my Tor, that 
les deep Furrows on my Soul? I know he is no idle Husband- 
un, he purpoſeth a Cropt. O that this white withered Lay greunm 
emade Fertil to bear a Cropt for him, by whom it is ſo —— 
led, and that this Fallow-ground were broken up! Why was? 
iFool ]} grieved,, that he put his Garland and his Roſe upon my 
ad, the Glorie and Honour of his Faithful Witneſſes ? I defire 
to make no more pleas with Chriſt: Verilie,he hath: not put me © 
iLofs by what I ſuffer, he oweth me nothing; for in my Bonds, 
Sweet and Comfortable have the Thoughts of him been to me: 
kereon I find a ſufficient Recompence of Reward ! How blind are 
Adverſaries, who ſent me to a Banquetting-houſe, to a Houſe 
Vine, to my Jovelie Lord Jeſus his Love-feaſts, and not to a 
lon or place of Exile? Why ſhould 1 ſmother my Husband's 
eſtie, or Sin againſt his Love, or be a Niggard in giving out to 
vets, what I get for nothing. Brother, Eat with me and give 
uns : J Charge you before Gop, that ye ſpeak to others, and 
lite them to help me to Praiſe. Oh my Debt of Praiſe, how | 
kiyhtie is it, and hew far run up! ' Oh that others would lend me 
bay, and learn me to Praiſe ! O, I am a drowned Dyvour ? 


i Jeſus, take my Thoughts for Payment. Yet Tam in this hot 
nmer-blink with the Tear in wy Eye; for, by reaſon of my 


ende, Sorrow, ſorrow hath filled me. My Harp is hanged upon 
Willow Trees, becauſe J am in aftrange Land. I am ftill kept 
lxerciſe with envious Brethren : My Mother hath born me a - 
nof Contention. Write to me your Mind anent T. C. I cannot 
get him, I know not what Gov hath to do with him: and your 
d anent my Pariſboners behaviour, and how they are ſerved in 
iching, or if there be a Miniſter as yet thruſt in upon them, 
let. I deſire greatly to know, and which I much fear. Dear Bre- 
e are in my Heart, to live and to die with you. Viſite me 
| . 5 ; | with | 


1 Mr. Rucherford's Fri Wi 


- with a Letter} Pray for me: Remember my Love to 


YOur 3 


Grace, grace be with you: and Cop who heareth Prayer yigt, . y 
and let it be unto you according to the Prayers of 7 Wy. ; and 5 
Aber. Jan. 1. war eun Brother and (ri ig 
; 368 6 ne | | Priſoner, S. R, ths 
+» | | 2 8 ſp | 4nd (1 
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Tomy Melbeloved and Reverend. Broth, 


Wiles 
to He 
Pp HS; | 7 co 
Mr. ROBERT BLAIR 
Reverend and Dearly Beloved Brother, . 5 
J Race, Mercy and Peace from Gop our Father, and from ye 
Lord jeſus Chriſt be to you: It is no great Wonder, " 
5 Dear Brother, that ye be in Heavineſs for a Seaſon, and ii um 
Ob's Will, in croſſing your Deſign and Deſires to dwell among ;1; 
People, whoſe Cop is the Lov, ſhould move you : Idenic un x 
but ye have cauſe to enquire, what his Providence ſpeaketh intl 43 
to you; but Gop's Pirecting and Commanding Will, can by be 
good Logick, be concluded from Events of Providence. The L fe 
ent Pas manic Errands,. for the ſpreading of his Goſpel, wid $01 
he found Lions in his Way : A Promiſe was made to his People WW, 
the Holie Land, and yet manie Nations in the Way fighting again yr 
and readie to kill them, who had the Promiſe, or.to keep them fie 4 
poſſeſſing that Good Land, which the Lonp their Gep had gi niz 
them. I know ye have moſt to do with Submiſſion of Spitit 3 Mud 
I perſwade my ſelf, ye have learned in everie Condition, when na 
e vre caſt, therein to be content, and to ſay, Good is the Will Wl ch. 
* the LORD ; let it be dent. I believe, the Loxo tackleth his «6 
biten to fetch the Wind, and that he purpoſeth to bring Mercy of 5 
of your Sufferings and Silence, N from mine oi n 
Experience) is grievous to you: ſeing he knoweth our will n 
mind to ſerve him, our Wages and Stipend is zunning to the f 11 
i with our Gop 3 even as ſome lick Souldiers get their Pay, uh 5. 
F they are Bedfaſt, and not able to go to the Fields with otheſ lot 
{4 Thengh Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall. I be gloriens in the Eyes of 10 
| LORD. and my GOD ſball be my Strength, Iſa. 49. 5. And we 0 
| to believe it ſhall be thus, ere all the Play be played, Fer. 51.39 


he Violence done to me and my Fleſh, be upon Babylon, and the gu. 
Where's Lovers, ſhall the. Inhabitants of Zion. ſay ; and fi 
Blood be wpou Caldea, ſhall Ferſulem ſay : and Zech. 1.6. 
Beheld, I will make Jeruſalem a Cup of Trembling to all the Pei 0 
about, when they ſhall be in the Siege, both againſt Judah aud Jers | 
lem, v. 3. And in that Day, I will make Fernjalem a burden Ke 
| Scone fer all People; they that burden themſelves wich fo; fr 0 
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ken in pieces thoug h all the People of the Eavth be gathered againſs © | 

4, When they have Eaten and Swallowed us up, they ſhall be ſick, 

a vomite us out living Men again :* The Devil's Stomach cannot 

feet the Church of Gop. Suffering is the other half of our Mi- 

wry; howbeit the hardeſt : For we would be content, our King 

cvs would make an open Proclamation, and cry down Croſſes, 

ud cry up Joy, Gladneſs, Eaſe, Honour and peace; but it muſt not 

w ſo; through many Afflictions, we muſt enter iute the Kingdom of 
60D : not onlie by them, but through them muſt we go? and 

thy Viles will not take us by the Croſs : It is Follie to think, to ſteal *© 

= © Heaven with a whole Skin. For my felf, 1 am here a Priſoner, 
R 


chi 


confined in Aberdeen, threatned to be removed to Caithneſs, be- 
auſe 1 defire to edifie in this Town 3 and I am openlie preached 
minſt in the Pulpits, in my hearing, and tempted with Diſputati- 
ons by the Doctors, eſpeciallie by D. B. Yet Iam not aſhamed of 
Lord Jeſus his Garland and Crown: I would not exchange my 
Weeping with the foxyreen Prelates their painted Laughter. At my 
firſt coming here, I took the Dorts.at Chriſt, and would forſooth 
ummond him for Unkindneſs ; 1 ſought a plea of my Lon, and 
yas toſſed with Challenges, whether he loved me or not? and 
fifputed all over again that he had done to me; becauſe þis Word 
ws 4 Fire ſhut up in my Bewels, and I was weary with forbearing; 
beczuſe I ſaid, I was caſt out of the Loxp's Inheritance: but nowl - 
ſee, I was a Fool: My Logrp miskent all, and did bear with my 
fooliſh Jealouſies, and miskent that ever I wronged his Love, and 
now he is come again with Mercie under his Wings; I paſt from 
m7 [ Owitleſs] Summonds: he is Gop [Iſee] and I am Man. 
Nor it hath pleaſed him to renew his Love to my Soul, and to date 
his poor Priſoner. Therefore, my dear Brother, help me to praiſe, FIR 
and ew the LoxD's People with you, what he hath done to my Soul, 
that they may pray and yraiſe : and Icharge you, in the Name of vg 
Chriſt, not to omit it; for, for this Cauſe write to you, that my 
Qufterings may glorifie my Royal King, and edifie his Church, in 
heland. He knoweth how one of Chriſt's Love-coals hath burnt 
my Soul, with a Defire, to have my Bonds to preach his Glorie, 
whole Croſs I now bear. God forgive you, if ye do it not: But J hope 
the Lonẽů will move your Heart, to proclaim in my Behalf, the 
Sweetneſs, Excellencie and Glorie of my Royal King. It is but our 
loft Fleſh that hath raiſed a Slander on the Croſs of Chriſt ; I ſee 
| now the white Side of it: My Lorvo*s Chains are all Overguilded. 
O if Scotland and Ireland had part of my Feaſt *! and yet I get not 
my Meat but with manie read Dang There are none here to whom 
can ſpeak; 1 dwell in Kedar's Tents; Refreſh me with a Letter 
hom you ; Few know what is betwixt Chriſt and me. Dear Bro- 
ther, upon my Salvation; this is his Truth that we Suffer for: 
Chriſt would not feala Blank Charter to Souls. Courage, courage, 
Joy, joy forevermore ! O Joy unſpeakable and glorious ! GR 
for Help to ſet my Crowned King on High ! O for Love to him, 
Who is altogether Lovelic ! That Love which manie Waters cannot 
RE c 25 N quench, 


6 Mr, Rutherford's Fpit. 88 
E ench, neither can the Flouds drown ! I remember you, and 
Your your Name on my Breaſt to Chriſt ; _ I beſeech you forget * 
-his afflicted Priſoner. Grace, Mercy and Peace be with yo. 83. 
Jute in the Loxd from me Mr. 'Cmninghame, My, Livingſton, Mr. 


a # 


Riggs, Mr, Colwart, Kc, 
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Aberd, Feb. 7. Your Brother and Fellin 
| 1637. | Y . Priſoner, S. R. 
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JOHN KENNEDY, 
_ Bailiff of Air. 


Worthy end well. baleved Brother, on 


— 
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Grace, Mercy and Peace be unto you: Iam yet waiting whato 
* 2. LonrDwilldo for his Afflicted Church, and for my Re enttie te 
my Lonp's Hoyſe. . Oh that I could hear the Forfeiture « 


Chriſt { now out of his Inheritance] recalled and taken off, by en 
open Proclamation, and that Chriſt were Reſtered to be a Frie· i s, t 
er. and a Landed Heritor in Scotland: and that the Courts, fence ation 
in the Name of the Baſtard Prelates I their Ce Father's the Poe ie out 
Beiliffs and Sheriffs ] were cried down ! Oh ho ſweet a Sight... 
were it, to ſee all the Tribes of the Loxp in this Land fetching hom ¶ all t 
again our baniſhed King Chriſt, to his own Palace, his SanQuarig,, . 
and Throne ! I ſhall think it Mercie to my Soul, if my Faith (ali. co 
Out- watch all this Winter Night, and not Nod or Slumber, till Hor let 
Loxp's Summer Day dawn upon me. It is much if Faith and Ho l, an 
in the ſad Nights of our heavie Trial, eſcape with a whole Skin, ed f 
without Crack or Crook : I confeſs, Unbelief hath not reaſon t hers 
be either Father or Mother to it: ( for Unbelief is always an in n che 
tional thing; but how can it be, but ſuck weak Eyes as ours mul ioht 
_ caft Water in a great Smoke; or that a weak Head ſhould not tu be ſo 
giddie, when the Water runneth deep and ſtrong 2? . But Gov Hor r 
thanked, that Chriſt in his Children can endure a Streſs and Sto burt 
| howbeir ſoft Nature would fall down in Pieces. Oh that Ihad Hour , 
_ confidence, as to reft on this, though he ſhould grind me into mW... 
Powder, and bray me into Duſt ; and ſcatter the Duſt to the fo veigh 
Winds of Heaven; that my LoD would gather up the Poud: Fol. 
and make me up a new Veſſel again, to bear Chriſt's Name touGlorie 
World: I am fue that Love, bottomed and ſeated upon the Faith , tof 
his Love to me, would defire and endure this, and would even cui Thr 
and Tre Kindneſs upon Chiiſt's Strokes; and KWhri. | 
his lovelie Gloonis : and both Spell and Read h S 
vat on, upon the Wounds made by Chriſt's Sweet Halli is i 


berg, 


* . 


chat 1 had but a Promiſe from phe Mouth of Chriſt, of his Love 
one; and then howbeit my Faith were as tender as Paper, I 
linklonging and dwineing and-griening of ſick Deſires would cauſe 
iche out the Siege, till the Cord came to fill tne Soul with his 
Ine: and I know alſo, in that caſe Faith ſhould bide green and 
lie at the Root, even at Mid-winter; and ſtand out againſt all 
doums: However it be, I know Chriſt winneth Heaven in deſpite 
(Hell 3 But I owe as manie praiſes and Thanks to free Grace, as 
old lie betwixt me and the utmoſt Border of the higheſt Heaven, 
oe ten thouſand Heavens were all laid above other: But oh 1 
ne nothing that can hire or bud Grace; for if Grace would take 
re, it were no more Grase; but all our Stabilitie, and the 
rength of our Salvation is anchored. and faſtned upon free Grace: 
lam ſure Chriſt hath by his Death and Blood caſten the Knot 
falt, that the Fingers of Devils, and Hell- fulls of Sins cannot 
leit; and that Bond of Chriſt [ that never yet was, ner never 
bh nor can be Regiſtrated, } Randeth ſurerthan Heaven or the 
s of Heaven, as that ſweet Pillar of the Covenant, whereupon we 
lang: Chriſt and all his little Ones under his two Wings, and 
the Compaſs or Circle of his Arms, is ſo ſure, that caſt him and 
m in the ground of the Sea, he ſhall come up again, and not loſe 
an odd one cannot, nor ſhall not be loſt in the Telling. This 
always God's Aim, ſince Chriſt came in the play, betwixt him 
lus, to make Men dependent Creatures, and in the Work of our 
ration to put created Strength, and Arms, and Legs of Clay, 
te out of Play, and out of Office and Court: And now God hath 
lituted in our Room, and accepted his Son the Mediator, for us, 
al that we can make. If this had not been, I would have 
ed ever and. foregone my part of Paradiſe. and Salvation, for a 
fk faſt of dead Moth-eaten Barth; But now I would not give 
nor let it go, for more than I can tell: and trulie they are ſillie 
b, and ignotant of Chriſt's Worth, 42 ſo full ill trained and 
ued ) wha tell Heaven and Chriſt over the Board, for tro 
bers, ot two Straws of the Devil's painted Pleaſures, onlie luſt- 
$i he outer-fide. This is our Happineſs now,that our Reckonings | 
light, when Eternitie ſhall come upon us, cannot be told; we 
be ſo far Gainers, and ſo far from being ſuperexpended ( as 
oor Fools of this World are, who give out their Monie, and 
but black Hunger ) that Angels cannot lay our Counts, nor 
our Advantage and In- comes. Who knoweth, how far it is to 
bottom of our Chriſt, and to the Ground of our Heaven? Who 
weighed Chrift in a pair of Ballances? Who hath ſeen 
Foldings, and Plyes, and the Heights and Depths of 
lorie, which is in him, and kept for us? Oh for ſuch a Hea- 
is to ſtand afar off, and ſee, and love, and long for him, while 
'SThreed be cut, and this great Work of Creation diſſolved, at 
ming ot our Lord! Now to his Grace I recommend you. 1 
you alſo. pray for a Re- entrie to me into the Lord's Houſe, 
his good Will. 1 5 
herd Jani 6416374 Yours in his his ſweet Lord Feſus S. 85 
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Race, Merey and peace be unto you: 1 have long had a py 


oſe of writing to you, but have been hindred; I heal brit 

eſire, that ye would mind your Journie, and conſider to v yet 

Aitth your Soul ſetteth its Face; for all come not ome WM Mer 
Night, who — {5p they have ſet their Face Heavenward : jr; Thous 
woful thing to die and miſs Heaven, and co loſe Houſe-room vi ou 
Chriſt at Night: It is an evil Journie, where Travellers are feet! 
nighted in the Fields, I pefſwade my ſelf, that thouſands thall ie f 
deceived and aſhamed of their Hope, becauſe they caſt their Anh chbriſt 
in ſinking Sands, they muſt loſe it. Till now, 1 knew not t eue 
pain, Labour, nor Difficultie that there is to win Home, nor did nd ſe 
underſtand ſo well, before this, what that means, The rigbtef boed 
all ſcarcely be ſaved. O how manie- a poor Profeſſor's Candle WM Cooder 
lown out, and ngver * again ! I ſee ordinarie Profeſſio@ inner- 
and to be ranked amongſt the Children of God, and to have a N elle 
among Men, is now thought good enough to. carrie profeſſors deten 
Heaven; but certainlie a Name is but a Name, and will ne eat! 
bide a Blaſt of God's Storm; I counſel you not to give your S leight 
or Chriſt Reſt, nor your Eyes Sleep, till ye have gotten ſomethiu al: 
that will bide the Fire; and ſtand out the Storm. I am ſure, if I liice, 
one Foot were in Heaven, and then he would ſay, Fend thy ſelf, I Hours 


Nothit 
Chriſt 
dſt of 
to you, 
dim up 
And af 
Soul's ] 
Love ; 


ppern: 
his Lor 


hold mygripe of thee no longer 3 I ſhould go no further, but preſ 
Ty fall down in as manie pieces of dead nature. They are happief 
evermore, who are over Head and Ears in the Love of Chriſt; 2 
know no Sickneſs, but Love: ſickneſs for Chriſt; and feel no p 
but the Pain of an abſent and hidden Welbeloved. We run « 
Souls out of Breath, and tire them in courſing and galloping aft 
our own Night-dreams, ( ſuch are the Rovings of our miſcarryi 
Hearts) to get ſome created good thing in this Life, and ont. 
fide of Death: We would fain ſtay, and ſpin out a Heaven to 
ſelves, in this ſide of the Water; but Sorrow, Want, Chang 


Croſſes and Sin are both Wooft and Warp, in that ill ſpun Web. A 
how ſweet and dear are theſe Thoughts, that are ſtill upon the Thin 
which are above! and how happie are they. who are longing IJ 


have little Sand in their Glaſs, and to have Time's Threed cut. 4 
can cry to.Chriſt, Lord Feſns haue over, come and fetch the an 
Paſſenger \ . I wiſh our Thoughts were more frequentlie than th 
are on our Countrie. O but Heaven caſteth a ſweet Smell atat « 
to thoſe who have ſpiritual Smelling ! God hath made manie: 
Flowers, but the faireſt of them all is Heaven; and the Flower et 

Flowers. is Chriſt. Owhy do we not flee up to that lovely Ont 


— 


— 


| 
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pitt, 90+ "—_— 
alas that there is ſuch Scarcity of Love, and Lovers of Ehtifl ; 
mongſt us-all 7* Fy, fy upon us, who love fair things, as fair 
Cold, fair Houſes, fair Lands, ſair Pleaſures, fair Honours, and 
fir perſons: and do not pine and melt away with Love for Chriſt ! 
0would to God, I had more for his ſake ! Oforas much Love, as 
would lie betwixt me and Heaven for his fake ! O for as much Love, 
;yould go round about the Earth and over the Heaven, yea the Hea- 
ren of Heavens and ten thouſand Worlds, that I might let all out 
won Fair, Fair, onlie Fair Chriſt ! But alas ! I have nothing 
him; yet he hath much for me: it is no Gain to Chriſt that 
kegetteth my little feckleſs Span- length and Hand- breadth of Love. 
en would have ſomething to do with their Hearts and their 
Thoughts, that are always rolling up and down, like Men with 
bus in a Boat, after ſinful Vanities; they _ find great and 
ſſeet Employment to their Thoughts upon Chriſt : If rhoſe fro- 
thie fuctuating and reſtleſs Hearts of ours, would come all about 
Chriſt, and look into his Love, to bottomleſs Love, to the Depth 
ofMercy, to the unſearehable Riches of his Grace, to enquire after 
nd ſearch into the Beauty of God in Chriſt; they would be ſwal- 
loved up in the Depth, and Height, Length, and Breadth of his? 
Goodneſs, Oh if Men would draw the Curtains, and look into the 
nmer-fide of the Ark, and behold how the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
tvelleth in him bodily ! O who would not ſay, Let e die, let me 
lie ten times, to ſee a Sight of him Ten thouſand Deaths were no- 
eat Price to give for him. I am ſure, ſick, 2 Love would 
"ky the Market, and raiſe the Price to the double, for him. 
Jatalas ! if Men and Angels were rouped and fold at the deareſt 
Frice, they would not all buy a Night's Love or a four and twenty 
Hours ſight of Chriſt ! O how happie are they, who get Chriſt for 
Nothing ! God ſend me no more for my part of Paradiſe, but 
chtiſt: and ſurely I were rich enough, and as wel! Heaven a, as the 
bet of them, if Chriſt were my Heaven, I can write no better thing 
Wtojou, than to deſire you, if ever ye laid Chriſt in a Count, to take 
un bim up, and count over again; and weigh. him again and again: 
aud after this have no other to court your Love, and to wooë your 
doub's Delight but Chriſt : he will be found worthie of all your 
Love ; . howbeit it ſhould ſwell upon you, frem the Earth to the 
wpermoſt.Circle of the Heaven of Heavens. To our Lord Jeſus and 
lis Love I commend you. | : 
Aberd. 1637, Tears in his ſweet Loyd 
CES, | | '- Seſws,” 8, R. 
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TJONET KENNEDY. 


"MISTRESS; 
Kace, Mercy and Peace be unto you: Ye are not alittle oblig- 


1» 008” £40 his rich Grace, who hath leparate you for himſelf, and 4 5 
PE the 
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the Promiſed Inheritance, with the Saints in Light, from this co 
demned and guiltie World: Hold faſt Chriſt, contend for him 
it is alawful Bleatogoto Holding and Drawing for Chriſt ; 4; 
' it isnot poſſible to keep Chriſt peaceabl/, —__ once gotten hi 
except the Devil were dead. It muſt be your Reſolution, to ſet yo 
Face againſt Satan's Northern Tempeſts and Storms, f 
Salvation: Nature would have Heaven come ſleeping to us in 
Beds: We would all buy Chriſt, fo being we might make Price 
ſelves 3 but Chriſt is worth more Blood and Lives, than either] 
or I have to give him. When we ſhall come Home, and enter 
the Poſſeſſion of our Brother's fair K ingdom, and when our Heat 
ſhall find the Weight of the eternal Crown of Glory, and when 
mall look back to Pains and Sufferings, then ſhall we ſee Life, ar 
Sorrow, to be leſs than one Step or Stride from a Priſon to Glory: ] 
that our little Inch of Time-Suffering is not worthie of our firſt Nix. 
Welcome-home to Heaven. O what then will be the Weight of eye 
one of Chriſt's Kiſſes! O how weight) and of what Worth ſl 
- .evcrie one of Chriſt's Love- ſmiles be! O when once he ſual th 
a wearied Traveller's Head betwixt his bleſſed Breaſts, the po 
Soul ſhall think one Kiſs of Chrift hath fullie paid home fourtic 
fiftie years wet Sweat, and all its fore Heart and light Sufferings, 
had in following after Chriſt! O thrice blinded Souls, uh 
Hearts are charmed and bewitched with Dreams, Shadows, feckl 
Things, Night-vanities and Night-fancies of a. miſerable Life 
Sin. Shame onus, who fit ſtill fettered with the Love and Likiag 
the Loan of a Piece of dead Clay. O poor fools, who are beguilt 
with painted Things, and this World's fair Weather and ſmoe 
Promiſes, and rotten worm- eaten Hopes ! may not the De; 
laugh, to ſee us give out our gouls,and-get in but corrupt and counts 
feit Pleaſures of Sin... O for a fight of Eternity*s 6lory, and a litt 
taſting of the Lamb's Martiage-{upper ! half a Draught or a Dre 
of the Wine of Conlolations, that is up in our Banqueting houl 


gut of Chriſt's own Hand, would make our Stomachs loath the bio veg 
Bread andthe ſowre Drink of a miſerable Life. O how far ate - ure 
| bexeft of Wit, ro chaſe and hunt and run, till our Souls be out OF 5 
Breath, after a condemned Happineſs of our own making! and of he 
vue not fit far in our own Light, to make it a matter of Bairns9/q r m 
to skink and drink over Paradiſe and the Heaven, that Chriſt 6 [ 
: Fear for, even for a Blaſt of Smoke, and for £ſen's Morning Breaſt 
fal: Othat we were out of our ſelves, and dead to this Woll Mm 
and this World dead and crucified to us, and then we ſhould be clo ſe Us 
Out of Love and Conceit, of any Masked and Fairded Lover whatl « 105 
ever: Then Chriſt would win and conquer to himſelf in the p 5 
moſt YoJk of our Heart: then Chriſt ſhould' be our Niyht/o 1 0 
and our Mering · ſeng.: then the very Noiſe and Din of our We x 
beloved's Feet, when he cometh, and his firſt Knock or Rap at 1.) 4 
Door, ſhould be as the News of two. Heavens to us. Oh that on # 7 
Eyes and our Soul's-ſmelling ſnould o after a blaſted and Sun- bur py ' 
Flower, ęven this plaiſtered fair our-fided Weld, and * 7 


_ 


e neicher Eye nor Smell for the Flower of Jeſe, for that Plan 

3 for Chriſt, the Choiſeſt, the we the Sweeteſt Roſe 
ever God planted : O let ſome of us die to feel the Smell of 
u and let my Part of this rotten World be forfeited and ſold for 
amore, providing I may anchor my tottering Soul upon Chriſt ? 
o it is ſometimes at this, Lord, What wilt thon have for Chriſt? 
5 0 Lerd, cauſi hon be budded or propined with dny Gift for 
„% O Lera, can Chrift be ſold ; or rather, may not a poor 
0 Sinner have him for not hing If Jean get no more, O let me 
ned to al Eternity with longing for him. The joy of Hungring 
(Chin, ſhould be my Heaven for evermore. Alas that I cannot 

u Souls and Chriſt together: but I deſire the coming of his 
dom, and that Shriſt ( as I aſſuredly hope he ſhall) would 
upon withered Scotland, as Rain upon the new mown craſs. 
the King come ! © Jet his Kingdom come ! O let their Eyes 
ere in their Eye-holes, who will not receive him Home again to 


. an and Rule in Jcotland : Grace, grace be with you. 
ny Aberd. 1637. 5 Tears in his ſweet Lord 


Feſms, S. R. 


— ——-— — 
ckle . | 5 1 
1 bis Reverend and Dear Brotber, 


"i Reverend and Deareſi Bret he r, : | 
fat Joy have I out of Heaven's cates, but that my Lord Jeſus 


nouſch i 
* be glorified, in my Bonds ? Bleſſed be ye of the Lord, who. 
ne ute any thing to my obliged and indebted Praiſes ; Dear 


wir, lielp me a poor Dyvour to pay the Intereff, for 1 cannot 
nd e nigh to render the Principal: it is not Jeſt nor Sport, which 
keth me to ſpeak and write asI do: I never betore came to that 
* or Pitch of Communion with Chriſt, that 1 have now at- 
real ed unto, for my confirmation : I have been theſe two Sabbaths 
eee in private, taking Inſtruments in the Name of God, that my 
A jeſus and I have kiſſed each other in Aberdten, the Houle of 


Jl whey | 

Har ierimage; I ſeek not an Apple to play me with, he knoweth, 
he im! ſerve in the Spirit, but a Seal; I but beg Earneſt, and am con- 
no fulpend and friſt Glory, while Supper=time 2 I know this 


Md will not laſte with me; for my Meen-light is Neos day light, 
at 1 ny Four. hours above my Feaſts, when I was a Preacher, at 
a oF times alſo, Iwas-Imbraced very often, in his Arms: But 
bun cn blame Chriſt to take me on behind him [ if I may ſay ſo ] 
co lis vhite Horſe, or in his Chariot paved with Love, rhrough a 
naß en: Will not a Father take his little dated Davie, in — | 
| | an 
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146 Mr. Rutherford; Epiſt. 
and carry him over a Ditch or a Mire ? my ſhott Legs ceuld! 
Rep over this Laire or finking Mire, and therefore my Lord 
will bear me thorow: if a change come and a dark Day, ſo ba 
that he will keep my Faith without Flaw or crack, I dare not b 
him, howbeit 1 get no more, while 1 come to Heaven; But! 
know, the Phyfick behoved to have Suggar, my Faith was falle 
Swoon, and Chriſt but held up a ſwooning Man's Head: ind 
I pray not for a dated Bairn's Diet, he knoweth, I would: kj 
Chriſt fowre or ſweet, anie way, ſo being it be Chriſt indeed: 
ſtand not now upon paired Apples, or Suggared Diſhes ; but le 


not blame him to give, and I muſt gape and make a wide Horſe 
fance Chriſt will not Pantry- foi; he: muſt be A 1 Fim, 
not bide away: I ſeek no other Fruit, but that he may be gloria 
he knoweth, I would take hard Fare to have his Name ſet on Hig fan the: 
| bleſs you for your counſel : I hope to live by Faith, and ſwim with at. 
a Maſs or Bundle of joyful Senſe under my Chin; at leaſt to Halbing 
ture, albeit I ſhould be ducked. Now for my caſe, Ithink the e tone 
ſel ſhould be eſſayed, and the Event referred to God: Duties ge, 
ours, and Events ars God's. I ſhall go through yours upon e to f 
Covenant at leaſure, and write to you my Mind thereanent, Merk © 
anent the Arminiar contract betwixt the Feather and the hn bis, 
beſeech you ſet to, to go through Scripture 3 yours on the HebMſ'0! 
is in great requeſt with all, who would be acquaint with Chi rk, 
Teſtament, I purpoſe God willing to ſet about Hoſea, and to ti) k Pal 
I can get it to the Preſs here. It refreſheth me much, that ye ar ich 
kind tomy Brother, 1 hope your counſel ſhall do him good; Irec i (. 
mend him to you, ſince I am fo far frem him: I am glad, that 80 


dying Se:vant of God, famous and faithful Mr. Cæninghame eff"! 


your Miniſtry before he fell aſleep : Grace, grace be with you, 


Aterd. March 7, Toxrs in his ſweet ! 
1637. Teſs, S. þ 
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To the much Honoured, 5 
WILLIAM RIGGE 
| Of Athernie, 


Much H onouren Sir, 


— 2 


(ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: I received your long lo 
for and ſhort Letter; I would ye had ſpoke more to me, 
tand in need; Ifind Chriſt, as ye write, ay the longer the be 
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therefore cannot but rejoice in his Salvation, who hath made 
(Chains my Wings, and hath made me a King over my crofles, 
dee my Adverſaries 3 olorie, glorie, glorie to his high, high 
lholie Name: Not one Ounce, not one crain-weight more is 
{on me, than he hath enabled me to bear; and l am not fo 
c<yeatied to ſuffer, as Sions Haters are to perſecute. Oh if 1 
ifind a Way, in anie Mealure, to ſtrive to be even with Chriſt's 
e; but that Imuſt give over ! Oh who would help a Dyvour 
nap praiſes to the King of Saints, who triumpheth in his weak 
mots | 1 ſee, if Chriſt but ride upon a Worm, or a Feather, 
Hoſe will neither ſtumble nor fall: The werm Jacob is made 
um, a new (harp threſhing Inſtrument, having Teeth, te threſh the 
lwntains, and beat them ſmall, and to make the Hills as Chaff, and 
fmthem, fo as the Wind ſhall carry them away, and the Whirlwind 
Ilſatter them, Iſa. 41. 14, 15, 16. Chriſt's Enemies are but 
king their own Heads in Pieces upon the Rock laid in Zion, and 
one is not removed out of its Place: Faith hath Cauſe to take 
mee, from our very Aflitipns 3 the Devil is but a Whet- 
meto harpen the Faith and Patience of the Saints: I know, he but 
mth & poliſheth Stones all this time, for theNewFersſalem:But in 
this, three things have much moved me, fince it hath pleaſed my 
to turn my Moon: light into Day- light. Firf,He hath yoked me 
rock, to wreſtle with Chriſt's Love of longing, wherewith I am 
& pained, fainting and like to die, becauſe I cannot get himſelf, 
lick 1 think a ſtrange ſort of Deſertion ; for I have not him- 
| ( whom, if I had, my Love-ſicknefs would cool, and my 
ner go away, at leaſt, I ſhould know the Heat of the Fire of Com- 
eencie, which would cool the ſcorching heat of the Fire of De- 
) andyet I have no Penurie of his Love, and fo I dwine, I die, 
he ſeemeth not to rue on me: I take Inftruments in his 
nd, that I would have him, but I cannot get him; and my beſt. 
lest is Binck-Langer ; 1 bleſs him for that Feaſt, Secondly, Old 
kllenges now and then revive and caſt all down, I go halting and 
ting, fearing there be an unſeen Proceſs yet. coming out, and 
lcheavier than I can anſwer; I cannot read diſtinctlie my Suretie's 
tof Cautionrie, for me in particular, and my Diſcharge, and 
ratherthan Faith aſſureth me of whatIhave : ſo unable am 
bop, but by an Hold. I could (with Reverence of my Lord) 
ire Chriſt, it he would give me as much Faith, as L have Hunger 
nim: I hope the pardon is now obtained, but the Peace is not 
eto me, as I would wiſh : Yet one thing 1 know, there is not a 
to Heaven, but the Way he hath graced me to profeſs and ſuffer 
ll, Thlraly, Wo, wo is me, for thelVirgin Daughter of Scotland, 
Wor the tearful Deſolation, and Wrath appointed for this Land ; 
Wyet all are ſleeping, eating and drinking, laughing and ſport- 
gas if all were well. Oh our dim Gold, our dumb, blind Paſtors, 
dun is gone down upon them, and our Nobles bid Chriſt Fend 
limſelf, if lie be Chtiſt: it were good, we ſhould 2 2 in 
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time the Way to our ſtrong Hold. Sir, howbeit not acquait 
remember my Love to your Wife, I pray God eſtabliſn you. , 


Aberd. Match 9. | Tours in his ſweet: W 
1637. 5 Feſat, 8. R. A 
r — — 
— — 


T JOHN EW ART, I 


| Race, 


: . Jo | Q | | o in G0 
Bailiff of Kirkcudbright. 51 
| | 5 85 e be nc 
My very worthy and dear Friend, | | + 

1 ky we 
JF Cannot but moſt kindly thank you, for the Expreſſions of yt and 
Love: your Love & Reſpect to me is a great Comfort to me. Ib dn 
his — and Glorious Name, that the Terrors of great Men, h; med 
not affrighted me, from open avouching of the Son of God; n made 
his croſs is the ſweeteſt Burden that ever I bare; it is ſuch a Burd by 
as Wings are to a Bird, or Sails to a Ship, to carrie me forward ſure 
my Harbour : 1 have not much cauſe to fall in Love with ate 
World, but rather to wiſh, that he who ſitteth upon the Floods wo Rh : 
bring my broken Ship to Land, and keep my Conſcief i 
ſafe, in theſedangeroys Times: for Wrath from the Lord is Rtlarl 
ming on this finful Land. It were good, that we Priſoners of Hg jaupo 
knew of our ſtrong Hold to run to before the Storm come ol num 
Therefore Sir, Ibeſeech you, by the Mercies of God, and Cd ater a 
forts of his Spirit, by the Blood of your Saviour, and by your Ce. 
pearance before the Sin revenging Judge of the, World, keep y Meſſy 
Garments clean, and ſtand for the Truth of Chriſt, which yep oo 
feſs: When the time ſhall come that your Eye-ſirings hall bie E 
Jour Face wax pale, en Breath grow cold, and this Houſe nt 
Clay ſhall totter, and your one Foot ſhall be over the March, Wi; - | 
Eternitie, it ſhall be your Comfort and Joy, that ye gave your Na 8 


to Chriſt. The greateſt part of the World think Heaven at the ng 
Door, and that Chriſtianitie is an eaſie Task, but they wil bel 
\ | my Worthy Sir, Ibeſeech you make ſure work of Salvation 
have found by Experience, that all I could do, hath had much a 
inthe day of my Trial; and therefore lay up a ſure Foundati 
for the time to come. I cannot requite you, for your undeſeriſ 
Favours to me and my now afflied Brother; but 1 truſt to reme 
ber you to God : remember me heartily to your kind Wife. 


Aberd. March „ Tours in his only L 
| 1637. Jeſus, S. A 
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Kiice, Mercy and Peace be to you: I am obliged to your Love 

nod: I beſeech you, Sir, let nothing be to dear to you as BY 
'i0sTruth, for Salvation is worth all the World; and thete- 1 
be not afraid of Men, that ſhall die: the Lord ſhalldo for you 14 
ur ſuffering for him, and ſhall bleſs your Houſe and Seed, and I N 


we God's Promiſe, that ye ſhall have his Preſence in Fire, Wa- 
and in ſeven Tribulations, Your Day will wear to an End, and 
dun go down in Death: it will be your Joy, that ye have 
med all ye have for Chriſt, and there is not a Promiſe of Hea- 


, hi made, but to ſuch, as are willing to ſuffer for it: it is a Caſtle 
g 0 by Force. This Earth is but the Clay- portion of Baſtards ; 
ww bercfore no wonder the World ſmile on its own ; but better 


ware laid up for his lawfull ie begotten Bairns, vhom the World © 
ch: Ihave Experience to ſpeak this, for I would not exchange 
iſbn and fad Nights, with the Court, Honour, and Eaſe of my 
ſelaries: My Lord is pleaſed to make manie unknown Faces to 
upon me, and to provide a Lodging for me: and he himſelf 
«th my Soul, with Feaſts of Spiritual Comforts, O how ſweet 
lſteris Chriſt ! Blefled are they who lay down all for him. I 
akyou kindlie for your Love to my diſtreſſed Brother, Ye have 
leſſing and Prayers of the Priſoner ot Chriſt to you, your Wife 
children. Remember my Love and Bleſling to Willem and 
l: Idefice them in their Youth to ſeek the Lord, and fear 
reat Name, to pray twice a day ( at leaſt) to God, and to 
God's Word, to keep themſelves. from Curſing, Lying, and 

ie Talking. Now the onlie wiſe God, and the Preſence of the 
God be with you all, 8 | 


Ja dierd, March 13. TS ne, in his ſweet Lord 
ch ad 1637. | Feſns, S. R. 
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To the Worthy and much Honoured, 
Mr. ALEXANDER COLVILL 
Of Blair. 


Mach Honoxyed Sir, 


1 


Hong! 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: The Beater her | 
G 1s moſt kind to me; 1 Jefice you to thank him : * 
ſio kind as my onlie Royal King and Maſter, whoſe croſs is my G 
land: The King dineth with his Priſoner, and his Spike 
caſteth a Smell: He has led me up to ſuch a Pitch and Nick of 
ful Communion with himſelf, as I never knew before: Whi 
look back to by-genes, I judge my ſelf to have been a Child at 
B, C. with Chriſt. Worthy Sir, pardon me, I dare not conce: 
from you, it is as a Fire in my Bowels: In his preſence, who ſe 
me, I ſpeak it, Iam pained, pained with the Love of Chriſt 
hath made me ſick and wounded me: Hunger for Chtiſt 0 
runneth Faith“; I miſs Faith more than Love. Oif the t 
Kingdoms would come and ſee © O if they knew his Kindneſs 
my Soul! It has pleaſed him to bring me to this, that I will 
ſtrike Sails to this World, nor flatter it, nor adore this Clay. i 
that Fools worſhip : As I am now diſpoſed, I think I will neit 
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borrow nor lend with it, and yet 1 get my Meat from Chriſ vii * * 
Nurture ; for ſeven times a day I am lifted up and caſten down, 5 & 
n dumb Sabbaths burden my Heart, and make it bleed: I want WW im: 
fearful challenges, and Jealouſies ſometimes of Chriſt's Love, len 

he has caſten me over the Dike of the Vineyard, as a Diy-tice: note 

this is my Iufirmitie; by his Grace I take my ſelf in theſe Ravin desert 

it is kindlie that Faith and Love both be ſick, and Fevers ate kind lean 

to moſt joyful Communion with Chriſt. Ye are bleſſed, who av I, tl 

_ Chriſt openlie before the Prince of this Kingdom, whole Eyes it 

Pon you: it is your Glorie to lift him up on his Throne, to ca noles 

his Train, and bear up the Hem of his Robe Royal: he has 2 


Hiding -place for MH. A. C. againſt the Storm; god on, andf 
not what Man can do: The Saints ſeem to have the woult of 
(for Apprehenſiens can make a Lie of Chriſt and of his Lo. 
but it is not ſo: Providence is not rolled upon unequal and cio 
ed Wheels: All things work together for the good of thoſe whal 
Goa, and are called according to his purpeſe. Ere it be long, we ſi 
lee the White-ſide of God's rrovidence. My Brother's Cale | 
moyed me not a little; he wrote to me your cate and Kinda 


viſt, 96. Tietter , = 
* kriſoners Bleſſings and Prayers 1 truſt ſhall not go by yore 


t is able to keep you, and to preſent you before the Preſence of 
alice with joy, eſtabliſh your Heart in the Love of Chriſt, 


Herd. 15 Febr. Tours in his ſweet Loys 
1637. | Jeſus, 8. R. 
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Honoured and Dear Brother, 


lace, Mercy and Peace be to you: I received your Letter, 
which refreſhed my Soul. I thank God, the Coutt is cloſed, I, 
Shame of my part of it ; I paſs now from my unjuſt Sum- 
ns of Unkindneſs, libelled againſt Chriſt my Lord: He is not 
Lord and Maſter, as I took him to be; verilie, he is God, 
lam Duſt and Aſhes : I took Chriſt's Glooms to be as good 


9 Wiripture ſpeaking Wrath, but I have ſeen the other Side of Chriſt, 
Fy the White-fide of his Croſs now. I behoved to come to Aber- 
"WR, to learn a new Myſterie in Chriſt, that his promiſe is better 


te believed, than his Looks; and that the Devil can cauſe 
ils Glooms ſpeak a Lie to a weak Man. Nay, verilie Iwas a 
ildbefore, all by-gones are but Bairns-play : I would I could 
ntobe a Chriſtian in ſad Earneſt : I need not blame Chriſt, 
be not one; for he hath ſhewed me Heaven and Hell in Aber- 
3: But the truth is, for all my Sorrow, Chriſt is nothing in my 
; for Comforts have refreſhed my Soul; I have heard and 
bim in his Sweetneſs, ſo as I am almoſt ſaying, it is not he that 
pyontto meet with: He laugheth more chearfullie, his Kiſſes 
note ſweet and Soul-refreſhing, than the Kiſſes of the Chriſt I 
tefore, were; (though he be the ſame) or rather, the King 
led me up to a meaſure of Joy, and Communion with my Bride- 
m, that I never attained to before; ſo that often Ithink, 1 
neither borrow nor lend with this World, 1 will not ſtrike Sail 
noſſes, nor flatter them, to be quit of them, as 4 have done. 
e all eroſles, welcome, welcome ! ſo I may get my heart- 
amy Lord Jeſus. I have been ſo near him, as 1 have ſaid, Itate 
uments this is the Lord, leave a Token behind thee, that I may 
r forget this. Now what can Chriſt do more to date one of his 
Priſoners 2 Therefore, Sir, I charge you, in the Name of. 
Lotd Jeſus, praiſe with me, and ſhew to others what he hath 


= eunto my Soul. This is the Fruit of my Sufterings, that I de- 
(WF uiſt's Name may be ſpread abroad in this Kingdom, in my be- 
ada ! hope in God not to flanger him again; yo in this, I get 
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not my Feaſts without ſome mixture of Gall, neither am tice 
my Crown : and my dumb Sabbaths arc like a Stone tied to a zi 


We can in our Proſperitie ſport our ſelves, and be too bold. 


had wailed Meat; now I dare not complain of crumbs and Pajr 


am ſilent, when I ſee God hath ſet Seryants on Horſeback, an 


World! and charming Pleafures, take long time to root them 


Work before you. I never took it to be ſo hard, to be dead to 


to break your Heart; it is beſt to give up in time with them, ( 


Hands 1 Pray for Chriſt's Priſoner, and vrite to me: Remem 
my Love to yout Mother: deſire her from me, to make 


Hleavenlie Mind, that her Heart may be often there. Grace be 
you | 


Mr. Rurherflord's | 


Jealouſies, for he hath removed my Lovers and Friends fi f 


me; he hath made my Congregation deſolate, and takey 


Foot, that wanteth not Wings, they ſeem to hinder me tof 
Were it not that I dare not ſay one word, but, Well gene, Lord % 


Chriſt 5 Yea, be that inſolent, as to chide with him; hut yp 17 
the Water we date not ſpeak. Lwondes now of my ſometimt Me, 
zeſs, to chide and quarrel Chriſt, to nickname Providence, I fo: y 


it ſtroaked me againſt the Hair, but now ſwiming in the Water 
think my Vili is fallen to the Ground of the Water; I have 
it. I think I would fain ſet Chriſt alone, and give him leavett 
with me what he pleaſeth, if he would ſmile upon me. Vetilie 
know not what an Evil it is, to {pill and indulge our ſelves, ant 
make an Idol of our Vel: I was once, I would not eat, excei 


under his Table; I was once that I would make the Houſe ado, 
ſaw not the World carved, and ſet in Order to my liking ; nc 


fatning and feeding the Children of Perdition. I pray God, Inf 
find my Will again: Oh if Chriſt would ſubje& my Will to 
and trample it under his Feet, and liberate me from that la 
Lord. Now Sir, in your Youth gather faſt, your Sun will moun 
the Meridian quicklie, and thereafter decline: Be greedig 
Grace: Studie above anie thing, My dear Brother, to mot 
your Luſts, Oh but Tride of Youth, Vanitie, Luſt, idolizingo 


As far as ye are advanced in the Way to Heaven, as near as yeat 
Chtiſt, as much progreſs as ye have made in the Way of Mortif 
tion, ye will find that ye are far behind, and have moſt of 


Luſts and to this World: When the Day of Viſitation cometh, 
your old Idols come weeping about you, ye will have much ado 


ye could at a call quit your Part of this World, for a Drink of 
ter, or a thing of nothing. Verilie, I have ſeen the beſt of 
World, a Meth-eatex, Threed-bare coat: I purpoſe to lay it: 
being now Hollie and old. O for my Houſe above, not made 


Removing 3 the Lord's Tide will not bide her; and to ſeel 


| Aber. Feb. 20, Tours, and Chriſts Pr 
f 1637. 5 ; '# | | ner, % 
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ROBERT GLENDINING. 
My Dear Friend, 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I thank you moſt kindlie 
fo: your care of me, and your Love, and reſpective Kindneſs to 
(3rother in his Diſtreſs : Ipray the Lord, ye may find Mercie in 
Day of Chrift, and I intreat you Sir, to conſider the Times ye 
tin, and that your Soul is of more worth to you, than the whole 
xd, which, in the Day of the blowing of the laſt Trumpet, ſhall 
in White-aſhes, as an old Caſtle burnt to nothing: and Re- 
nber, that Judgment and Eternitie is before you. My dear and 
thy Friend, let me intreat you in Chriſt's Name, and by the Sal- 
ion of your Soul, and by your compearance before the dreadful 
lin · revenging Judge of the World. make your Accounts readie = 
them ere ye come to thẽ Water ſide; for your Afternoon will 
Hort, and your Sun fall low and go down 5 and ye know that 
long time, your Lord hath waited on you: O how comfortable 
lng hall it be to you, when Time ſhall be no more, and your Soul 
[depart out of the Houſe of clay, to vaſt and endleſs Eternitie, 
ue your Soul dreſſed up and prepared for your Bridegroom ! No 
bis comparable to the Loſs of the Soul, there is no Hope of re- 
ing that Loſs. O how joyful would my Soul be to hear, chat ye 
Id {tart to the gate, and contend for the Crown, and leave all 
ties, and make Chriſt your Garland! Let your Soul put away 
old Lovers, and let Chriſt have your whole Love; I have 


Experience to write of this to you: My Witneſs is in Hea- 
ad to lvoald not Exchange my chains, and Bonds for Chriſt, and 
th, ichs, for ten World's Glorie. I judge this Clay-idol, that 
ado W's Sous are rouping and felling their Souls for, not worth a 


of cold Water. O if your Soul were in my Soul's ſtead, how 
« of i would ye be of Love for that Faireſt One, that Faireſt 
of the Sons of Men! May- flowers and Morning vapours, and 
it aß rer. miſt poſt not fo faſt away, as theſe Worm- eaten Pleaſures 
ade Me follo“: We build Caſtles in the Air, and Night- dreams 


tdailie Idols, that we dote on: Salvation, Salvation is our 
me neceſfarie Thing. Sir, call home your Thoughts tothiz 
to enquire for your Welbeloved : This Earth is the portion 
Mards, ſezk the Sons Inheritance, and let Chriſt's Truth be 
you, Ipawnd my Salvation on it, that this is the Honour of 
Kingdom, I now ſufter for, (and this World 1 hope ſhall 
Ime between me and my Garland) and that this is the Way 
f. When ye and I ſhalllie Lumps of pale Clay upon the cold 
Id, our Pleaſures, that we now naturallie love, ſhall be leſs 
Wing, in that Day. Dear Brother, fulfil my Joy, — 8 
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353 Mr. Rutherfoord's pfl. 58 74 
take you to Chriſt, without further D._liy, ye will be fain at lengt 
ſeek to him, or do infinitelie worſe. Remember my Loye 10 v 


(bace, Mercy and Peace be to you: I thank you moſ kind 


In his Diſtreſs in Edinburgh : Go on throw your Waters with 


Communion for evermore, that hath been between Chriſt and 


my heartie Kindneſs to your Wife; I deſire her to believe, 


Fpll 
kndlis 
Comp 


Wife: Grace be with you. {elf 


va Aberd. March 15. Turi in bis ſweet - 
1 5 | Jeſus, 8. R. en 
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To WILLIAM CLENDININC. 


Welbeleved and Dear Brother, 


for your care and Love to me, and in particular to my Brot 


wearying, your Guide knows the Way, follow him, and caſt y 
cares and Temptations upon him, and ler net Worms, the Son 
Men, aftright you; they ſhall die, and the Moth ſhall eat thet 
keep your Garland, there is no leſs at the Stake, in this Game 
twixt us and the World, than our Conſcience and Salvation: welt 
need to take heed to the Game, and not to yield to them: 

them take other things from us; but here, in Matters of ( 
ſcience, we muſt hold and draw with Krwgs, and ſet our ſelve 
Terms of Oppoſition with the Shields of the Earth O the f 


priſaner! He weatieth not to be kind: He is the faireſt Si 
1 ſee in Aberdeen, or any part that ever my Feet were in. Reme 4 
lay her cares on God, and make faſt Work of Salvation. G 
be with you. no 


Aberd. March 13. Tours is his only 
1637. | — Jeſus, S. 1 I _ 
— ä —y—ͤ—̃ 
To] EAN B R OWN. 
| | | 1 ta 
Welbele ved nnd Dear Siſttr, | altar 
(Race. Mercy and Peace be to you : 1received your Letter, vl ill be 
I eſteem an Evidence of your Chriſtian Affection to me, 4 line! 
your Love to my Honourable Lord and Maſter. My Deſire is, bod's 
your Communion with Chriſt may grow, and that your Reckon We; 
may be put by hand with your Lord, ere ye come to the Water u 
O who knoweth how ſweet Chriſt's Kiſſes are! who hath bees, | A 
| g kKll { 


fl 100 Letters; © 1 
ulli imbraced and Kiſſed, than I his baniſhed Priſoner ? If the 
nel: He has left a Dart and Arrow of Love in my Soul, and it 
eth me till he come and take it out: I find Pain of theſe 
Wounds, becauſe I would have Poſſeſſion. I know now, this Norm- 
wen Apple, the plaiſtered retten World, that the ſillie Children of 
dis World are beating and buffeting and pulling others Ears for, is 


nok for. 1 offend not, that my Adverſaries ſtay at home at their 
an Füe-ſide, with more yearlie Rent than I; ſhould I be angrie, 
u the Co- man of this Houſe of the World caſteth a Dog a Bone, 
uit his Teeth ? He hath taught me, to be content with a bor- 
ed Fire- ſide and an upcouth Bed: And Ithink, I have loſt no- 
ting, the In- come is ſo great. O what Telling is in Chriſt! O 
jon weightie is my fair Garland, my Crown, my fair Szpping hal! 
u Clorie, where I ſhall be above the Blows and Buffetings of Prelates ! 


ieſſedneſs, that abideth you in the other World: The fair Side of 
de world will be turned to you quieklie, when ye ſhall ſee the Crown: 
Jhope ye are near your Lodging: O but I would think my ſelf 
helled, for my part, to win the Houſe before the Shower come on! 
Tat God hath a Quiver full of Arrows, to ſhoot at and ſhower down 


of Nee ?atrick ro give Chriſt his young Love, even the Flower of it, 
red put it by all others: It were good to ſtart ſoon to the Way: He 
e M bald thereby have a great Advantage in the Evil-day, Grace be 
and uh you. | | 


Alerd. March 7. 
1637. 25 Jeſus, S. R. 
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Reverend and welbeloved in the Lord, 


im :efreſhed with your Letter: lam ſorxie for that lingring and 
longſome Viſitation, that is upon your Wife; but I — e 
take it as a Mark of a lawfullie begotten Child, and not 50 a 
kitard, to be under your Father's Rod : till ye be in Heaven, it 
vill de but foul Weather, one Shower up and another down: The 
inte. one and Pillars of the New Feruſalem ſufter mo Knocks of 
bod's Hammer and Tool, than the commen Stde-wall ones: and 


ad vetwixt Chriſt's Breaſts for eyermore : and his own ſoſt 
land to tic your Face, and wipe away your Tears. As for publick 
; — | * Sufferings 
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compariſon could ſtand, I would not exchange Chriſt with Heaven 


artion for Baſtards good enough: and that is all they have to 


this be your Deſire, and let your Thoughts dwell much upon that 


yon Scotland, Ye have the prayers of a Priſoner of Chriſt, I de- 
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Tours in his eniy Lord. 


. JOHN FERGUSHILL, 


ll tveatie Croſſes be written for you in God's Book, they will come 
nineteen, and then at laſt to one, and after that nothing but your 


— 
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156 Mir. Rut her foord's Epiſt. 100 
Sufferings for his Truth, your Maſter alſo will ſee to theſe: 1,., 
put him in his own Office, o comfort and deliver: the Gloom 
Chriſt's Croſs is worſe than it ſelf. I cannot keep up what h 
hath done to my Soul + My dear Brother, will Inot get help of yg | 
to praiſe, and to lift Chriſt up on High? He hath pained me wit 
his Love, and hath left a Love-arrow in my Heart, that hath may, 
a Wound, and ſwelled me up with Deſires, ſo that I am to be pitieq 
for Want of real poſſeſſion: Love would have the Companie oft), 
Partie loved: and my greateſt Pain is the Want of him; not ( 
his Joys and Comforts, but of a near Union, and Commynig 
This is his Truth, I am fullie perſwaded, I now ſuffer for: py; 
Ghriſt has taken upon him to be Witneſs to it, by his ſweet Eon 
-forts to my Soul; and ſhall I think him a falſe Witneſs, or tha ac 
he would ſubſcribe blank Paper? 1 thank his High and Dread 
Name, for what he hath given; I hope to keep his Seal and hid hrift” 
Pawn, till he come and looſe it himſelf. I defie Hell to put me of 
it, but he is Chriſt, and he has met with his Priſoner : and I took in 
ſtruments in his own Hand, that it was he, and no other for him Whey 
the Devil Fenceth a Baſtard Court in my Lord's Ground, and giye 
me Forged Sammonds, it will be my ſhame to misbelieve, after ſud 
a fair broad Seal: and yet Satan and my Apprehenſion ſometime; 
make a Lie of Chriſt, as if he hated me; but I dare believe no evi 
of Ehriſt 1 if he would cool my Love fever for himſelt with te; 
Preſence and Poſſeſſion, I would be rich; but I dare not be mi 
learned, and ſeek more in that kind; howbeir it be no Shameig 
beg at Chriſt's Door. Ipitie my Adverſaries; I grudge not, that 
my Lord keeps them at their own Fire- ſide, ang hath given me MM" 
borrowed Bed, and a borrowed Fire-fide ; Let the Geod.man offi" 5 
the Houſe caſt a Dog a Bone, why ſhould I offend ? I rejoice that 
thebroken Bark ſhall come to Land, and that Chrift will on the 
Shore welcome the Sea-fick Paſſenger, We have need of a great 
Stock, againſt this Day of Trial that is coming, neither Chaff not 
Corn in Scotland, but it ſhall once paſs thorow God's Sieve. Praiſe 
praiſe, and pray for me, for I cannot forget you: I kno ye will be 
friendlie to my afflicted Brother, who is now Embarked in the ſam 
Cauſe with me: Let him have your Counſel and Comforts. Re 
member my Love in Shriſt to your Wife, her Health is coming, and 
her Salvation ſleepeth not. Ye have the Prayers and Bleſſing of 
Priſoner of Chriſt. Sow faſt, deal Bread plentifullie: The pantrie 
Door will be locked on the Bains in appearance, ere long. Grace 
grace be with you. 


Aberd. March 7. | Tours in his ſweet Lord J ( 
1637. Feſas, S. R. 
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Jo his Reverend and Dear Brother, 
jr. ROBERT DOUGLASS. 


y very Reverend and Dear Brother, 


ET IEF 
. 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I long to ſee you in Taper, 
[cannot but write to you, that this which I now ſuffer for is 


N Wis Truthzbecauſe he hath been pleafed to ſeal mySafferings with 
0 y unſpe⸗kable and glorious : I know he will not put his Seal up- 


blank Paper 2 Chriſt hath not dumb Seals, neither will hie be 
tneſs to a Lie, I beſeech you, My dear Brother help me to 
iſe, and to lift Chriſt up on his Throne, above the Shields of the 


1 ath, I am aſtoniſhed and confounded at the Greatneſs of his 
im indneſs to ſuch a Sinner I know, Chriſt and I ſhall never be even, 
en bal dic in his Debt: He hath left me an Arrow in my Heart, that 
ke eth me for Want of real poſſeſſion; and Hell cannot quench 
wif is Coal of God's kindling. I wiſh no Man flander Chriſt or his 


toſs, for my Cauſe 3 for I have much Cauſe to ſpeak much good 
him: He hath brought me to a Nick and Degree of Gommuni- 
gvich himſelf, that I knew not before, The Din aud Gloom of our 
od's Croſs, is more fearful and hard, than the Croſs it ſelf : he 


"I keth the Bairns in his Arms, when they come to a deep Water; 

oh kaſt, when they loſe Ground, and are put to ſwim, theu his Hand 

rea eder their Chin. Let me be helped by your Prayers, and remem- 

F no Love to your kind Wife. Grace be with you. 

ſam „ | Priſoner. S. R. 

And . — — | 0 — = ng 

of 95 n i | 

a To hi, Loving Friend, 
 YJOHN HENDERSON. 


Loving Friend, 


Ontinue in the Love of Chriſt, and the Doctrine, which ! 
taught you faithfullie and painfullie, according o my Megture: 
lam free of your Blood: Fear the dreadii Naine of God : 
p in mind the Examinations, which I taught you, and love the 
| | 13 th Tuth 
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3 Mr. Kutherfoord's Epiſt. 10% Mitt 
Truth of God. Death, as faſt as Time fleeth, chaſeth you cut OH chuiſt 
this Life 5 it is poſſible, ye make your Reckoning with your Judge the 
before I ſee you; let Salvation be your care Night and Day, aue u 
ſet aſide Hours and Times of the Day for prayer. I rejoice to heul Vount. 
that there is Prayer in your Houſe : See that your Servants keep the lis Lo 
Lerd's day. This Dirt and God of Clay, I mean the vain Worlq Wlgotto! 

is not worth the ſeeking. An Hireling-paſtor is to be thruſt in upon 
you, in the Room, to which I have Chriſt's Warrant and Right 
Stand to your Liberties, for the Word of God alloweth you a Vote 

in chuſing your Paſtor, What Iwrite to you, Iwrite to your Wife! 
commend me heartilie to her, The Grace of God be with you, 


of 


 Aberd March 14. Tour loving Friend and 
1637. Paſtor, S. R. 
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To Mr. HUGH HENDERSON. 


My Reverend and Dear Brother, 


. Hear y: bear the Marks of Chriſt's dy ing about with you, and tha 

your Brethren have caſt you aut for your Maſter's ſake: L 

us wait om till the Evening, and till our Reckoning in Black and 
White come before our Maſter: Brother, ſince we muſt have 

Devil to trouble us, Ilove a raging Devil beſt : Our Lord knoyet! 

what iort of Devil we have need of: it is beſt Satan be in his ov! 

| Skin, and look like himſelf : Chriſt weeping looketh like himſe 

alſo, with whom Scribes and Phariſees were at Tea and Nay, ant 

Marp Contradiction, Ye have heard of the Patience of Job, whet 

ne lay in the Aſhes, God was with him, clawing and euring hi 

Scabs, and letting out his Boils, comforting his Soul, and he too 

him up at laſt. That God is not dead yet: he,will ſtoop and tab 

up fallen Bairns : manie broken Legs ſince Adam's Days hath h 

felled, and manie wearie Hearts hath he refreſhed. Bleſs him fe 

Comfort: Why ? None comes dry from David's Well; let u 

go amongſt the reſt, and caſt down our tem Buckets into Chriſt 

Ocean, and ſuck Conſolations out of him: We are not ſo ſors 

| Priken, but we may fill Chriſt's Hall with Weeping : We have nd 

|, «gotten our Anſwer from him yet: Let us lay up our broken Pleas t 

a full Sea, and keep them till the Day of Chriſt's coming: We-andth 

World will not be evez till then: They would take our Garmet 

from us, but let us hold, and them draw. Brother, it is a ſtrang 

World, if we laugh not: I never ſaw the like of it, if there bend 

paiks the man, for this Contempt done to the Son of God: Wem 

do as thoſe, who keep the bloodie Napkin to the Bailiff, and let hi 

ſec Blood : we muſt keep our Wrongs to our Judge, and let hut 

ſee our 6/nadered and fort Faces; Priſoners of Hope muſt 9 
Ss ene”, 


- 


0 itt. 164. Leitirs; 155 


wiſt wich the Ewtters, that Tears have made on their Cheeks.” 


rh n-ather, for my ſelf, I am Chriſt's dated one, for the preſent, and 
and live upon no Deaf Nuts ( as ve uſe to ſpeak ) he hath opened 
heat ountains to me in the Wilderneſs: Go, look to my Lord Folia, 

p theſis Love to me 18 ſuch, that I defie the World to find either Brim or 
old oom in it. Grace be with you. 

ft 4berd. March 13. Your Brother is his ſweet Lovd 
Vote 1037s f. © 5 "3 
* * 5 1 = a ar Ko? a 0 | 
ro the Lady ROBERTLAND. 
— M 1s r A K 6 , 


| (Pace, Mercy ana Peace be untoyou : I hall be glad to hear 
[ that your Soul proſpereth, and that Fruit groweth upon you, 
after the Lords Husbandrie, and Pains in his Rod, that hath not 
been a ſtranger to you from your Youth, It is the Lord's Kindneſs, 
thit he will take the Scum off us in the Fire: Who knoweth how 
needlul Winnowing is tous, and what_Droſs we muſt want, ere we 


yen, that our Knots, our Bunches and Lamps of Pride, Self-love, 
and Idol-love, and World-love muſt be Hammered off us, that we 
may thiong in, ſtooping low, and creeping thorow that narrow and 
Thornie Entrie. 
Beavenlic Life, to rake up Houſe and Dwelling at Chriſt's Fire- ſide, 
and iet down my Tent upon Chriſt, that Foundation-ftone, who is 
fure and fairhſul Ground, and hard under foot: Oh! If I could 
vin to it, and proclaim my ſeif not the World's Debter, nor a Lover 
obliged to it, and that I mind not to hire or bud this World's Love 
anylonger 3 but defie the Kindneſs and Feud of God's whole Cre 
a10n whatloever; eſpeciallie the lower Vault and Clay-part of 
God's Creatures, this vain Earth: For what hold I of this World? 
Water, and Fire, and Bed, and Candle, &c. are all a part ofthe 
a Creature. Ithank God, that God is God, and Chriſt is Chriſt, 
and the Earth the Earth, and the Devil the Devil, and the World 
the World, and that Sin is Sin, and that everie thing is what it is: 


Lord Jeſus, nor to intermix him with creature Vanities, nor to 


keep Chriſt all alone, and mix him with nothing ! Oif I could 
cedown the price and Weight of my curſed ſelf, and crie up the 
Hice of Chriſt, and double, on triple, and augment, and heighten 

| 14 to 


enter into the Kingdom of God ? So natrow is the Entrie to Hea- © 


And now for my ſelf, J find it the moſt ſweet and 


Aborrowed Lodging, and ſome years Houſe- room, and Bread and FRI 


Becauſe he has taught me, in my Wilderneſs, not to ſhuffle my 


ſpin or twine Chriſt or his ſweet Love in one Web, or in one Threed, © 
with the World and the things thereof. Oh if I could hold and 


Penſion of my King and Lord, to whom I owe Thanks, and not to i 


8 
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160 Nr. Rutherfoord's = — Epiſt, ia pit 
to Millions the Price and Worth of Chriſt ! Iam .it Idutſt ye 
fo, and mi ght lawfullie complain ] ſo hwngredly tuteured by Chi 
. my liberal Lord, that his Nice. Love, which my Soul would 
e in hands with, flyeth me; and yet] am trained on to love him, 


and luſt and long, and die for his Love, whom I cannot ſee: it 1 
is a wonder, to pine away with Love for a covered and hid Loyer 
9 


and to be hungred with his Love, ſo as a poor Soul cannot get his 


fill of Hunger for Chriſt: it is hard to be Hungred of Hunger : 
whereof ſich Abundance for other things is in the World: Put fine 
if we were Tutours, and Stewards, and Maſters, and Lord caryer, 7 
of Chi fs Love, we ſhould be more lean, and worſe fed than ue pl 
are: Our Meat doth us the more good, that Chriſt keepeth the "7 
Keys, and that the Wind aud the Air of Chriſt's ſweet Breathing An 
and of the Ihfl-ence of his Spirit is locked up in the Hands of the I» 
good Plen{ureof him, who bloweth where he liſteth. I ſee, theres oF 
- aſortof impertinent Patience required, in the Want of Chriſt, as to C 
his Manifeſtations, and Waiting-on : They thrive who wait on his 1 
Love, and the Blowing of it, and the turning ot his gracious Wind; 1 
and they thrive, who in that On-vaiting make haſte, and din, and . 
much do, ſot their loſt and hidden Lord Jefus : However it be, C N 
God feed me with him, anie away. If he would come in, I ſhall not Tr 
diſpute the matter, where he got a Hole, or how he opened the ö : 
Lock : I fhould be content, that Chriſt and I met, ſuppoſe he honld 7 4 
ſtand on the other fide of Hell's Lake, and cry to me, Either put in hk 
your Foot and come throug h, elſe ye ſhall not have me at all. But what = | 
Fools are we, in the taking up of him and of his Dealing! He hath oy 
a Gate of his own beyond the Thoughts of Men, that no Foot hath {WL,1 .: 
skill to follow him: But we are fill ill Scholars, and will goin l ry 
at Heaven's Gates, wanting the half of our Leſſon, and ſhall till be Fu 
Bairùs, ſo long as we ate under Time's Hands, and till Eternitie mT 
cauſe a Sun to ariſe in our Souls, that hail gibge us Wit. We may Who 
fee how we ſpill and mar our own fair Heaven and our Salvation, and Mig. 
how Chrift is everie day putting in one Bone or other, in thoſe fal- nd 
len Souls of ours, in the right place again: And that in this fide * 
of the New Jeruſalem, ve ſhall ſtill have need of Forgiving and 2M 
Healing. I find Crofles Chrif®s carved Work, that he marketh out . 
for us, and that with Croſles he Figureth, and Pourtrayeth us to his er 
own Image, cutting away Pieces of our ill and corruption: Lord une 8 
ent, Lord carve, Lord wound. Lerd de any thing, that may perfil Wh," 
thy Father's Image iu us, make us meet for Glory, Pray for me, wy 
(I forget not you) that our Lord would be pleaſed to lend me Wh... 
| Hoxſe-reom, to preach his Righteouſneſs, and tell what I have heard lich 
and ſeen of him. Forget not Zion, that is now in Chriſt's Calmes e 


be, 
n, in 
Mord i 
rift; 
lt Jo) 
dth 


and in his Forge : God bring her out new Work. Grace, grace 
be with you. 1 | | 


Aberd Jan. 4. Wars in his ſweet Lei 
1637. | | Jeſus, S. R. 
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To the Earl of CASSILLES. 
Right Honourable and my verygood Lora, 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to your Lo: 1 hope your Le: will be 


pleaſed to pardon my Boldnefs, if (upon Report of your zea- 
ws and forward Mind, that Lhear our Lord hath | ary you, in this 


the is Honourable Cauſe, when Chriſt and his Goſpel are fo foullie 
8 onged) I ſpeak to your Ls: in Paper, intreating your Lo: to go 
the 


u, in the Strength of the Lord, toward, and againſt a Storm of 
eis Wntichriſtian wind, that bloweth upon the Face of this your poor 
uber Church, Chriſt's Lilie amongſt the Thorns, It is your Ee: 
his Nor and Happineſs, when ye fee ſuch a Blow coming upon Chriſt, 
id; Wo ct up your Arm to prevent it: Neither is it a Cauſe, that 11 
ind redeth to bluſh before the Sun, or to flee the Sentence or Cen- 19 | 


re of impartial Beholders, ſeing the Queſtion indeed ( if it were 
jghely ſtated ) is, about the Prerogative Royal of our Princely and 


the Wa! Law-giver, our Lord Jeſus, whoſe ancient March. fiones ane | 
od n bound, our Baſtard Lords, the Earthlie Generation of - 
tin 


unizing Prelatet, bave boldlie and ſhamfultic removed: and VE 
hey, who have but half an Eye, may ſee, that it is the greedie De- alt! 
res of Time idelizing Demaſes, and the itching Scab of ambitions | il 
wi climbing Dietrepheſes ( who love the Goat's life to climb, bY 
Ul they cannot find a Way to ſet their Soles on Ground again) | 
hat hath made ſuch a wide Breach, in our Zion's beautiful Walls: 1} 
nd theie are the Men, who ſeek no Hire for the Crucifying of 1 
brit, but his Coat. Oh how forlorn and defolate is the Bride of 
uiſt made to all Paſſers by Who ſeeth not Chriſt buried in this 
and, his Prophets hidden in Caves, ſilenced, baniſhed and im- 
fſoned 3 Truth weeping in S:ckcloth before the Judges, Parlia- 
nt and the Rxlert of the Land? Bur her Bill is caſt by them, and 
olineſs hideth it ſelf, fearing the Streets, for the Reproaches and 


his erlecu ion of Men: Juftice is fallen a ſwoon in the Gate, and the 
-04 eng Shadows of the Evening are ſtretched out upon us: Wo. wo 
fed Whois, for our Day fleeth away; what remaineth, but that Axti- 
wa i ſet down his Tent in the midft of us, except your Ls: and 
120 bers with you, read Chriſt's Supplication, and give him that, 


ich the moſt leud and ſcandalous Wretches in the Land may have 
tore a Judge, even the poor Man's due, Lau end Juſtice for God's 
te, O therefore, My Noble and dear Lord, as ye have begun, go 
n, in the mighty power and Strength*of the Lord, to cauſe our 
Pidin his Goſpel and afflicted MembegsYavgh, and to cauſe the 
itiftian Churches ( whoſe Eyes are Mhow upon you) to ſing 
it Joy, when Scotland's Moon ſhall ſhine like ths light of the Sun, 
the dun like the light of ſeven Days in one z yecando * 
| | Is . 


162 Mr. Rutherforrd's - 
They hold out and put out, they hold in and bring in at their plez 


Door Chriſt : and now their Song is, Authority, Authority, Ole 
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Epiſt. 186 
than run, and bear up the Head of your dying and ſwooning Moth. 
charch, and plead for the Production of her ancient Charters 


ſure Men, in God's Houſe; they ſtole the Keys from Chrift an; 
his Church, and came in like the Thief and the Robber, not by the 


dience to Church Governours. When ſuch a Baſtard and lawleſ: pre 
ended Step-dame, as our Prelacy, is gone mad, it is your Place 
who are the Nobles, to riſe and bind them; at leaſt, Law ſhout 
fetter ſuch wild Bulls as they are, who puſh all who een 
ſelves to theit Domination. Alas! What have we loſt, ſincePy 
igtes were made Maſter- ceyners, to change our Gold in Braſs, andi 
mix the Lord's Wine with their Water? Bleſſed for ever ſhall yeh 
of the Lord, if ye help Chriſt againſt the Mighty, and ſhall delin 
the Flock of God, ſcattered upon the Mountains in the dark 21 
cloudie Day, out of the Hands of theſe 14s/-ſhepherds. Fear nd 
Men, that ſhall be Moth-eaten Clay, that ſhall be rolled upin 
Cheſt, and caſten under the Earth: Let the Holy One of Ife 
be your Fear, and be couragious for the Lord, and his Truth, N 
member your Accounts are coming, upon you with Wings as faf 
Time poſteth. Remember, what Peace with God in Chriſt, ar 
the Preſence of the Son of God, the revealed and felt Sweetneſ; 
his Love, will be to you, when Eternity ſhall put Time to the Doc 
and ye ſhall take Good-night at Time, and this little Shepherdi-7! 
of Clay, this Inns of a borrowed Earth. i I hope your Lei is nd 
and then ſending out Thoughts to view this Worlds Naughtineſsa 
Vanitie, and the hoped-for Glory of the Life to come; and ib 
ye teſolve, that Chriſt ſhall have your ſelf and all yours, at Con 
mand for Him, his Honour and Goſpel. Thus Truſting your 
will pardon my Boldneſs, 1 pray, that the only wiſe God, the ve 
God of Peace, may preſerye, ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh you to f 


the T. 
end. | 


Ing yo 
| | ett 

Aberd. ur Lo: at all Cemmand and Obedi i : 
- 1037» | | inChrift,, S. R. 
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To the Lady RO WAL AND. 


M AD A M, 


Hough not acquainted, Iam bold in Chriſt to ſpeak to yout L 
in Paper: Lrejoyce in our Lord Jeſus on your Behalf, th 
it hath pleaſed hin ( vhoſe Love to you is as old/as hit 

ſelf,) to manifeſt e d of his Love in Chriſt Jeſus to) 
Soul, in the Revelation Of his Will and Mind to you, now, wi 
lo mante ale ſhit up in Vabeuet, O the w. et Change ye have mal 


8 —_— —— - 
Epiſt, 107. Letter? 
leaving the black Kingdom of this World and Sin, and coming 
er to our Bridegroom's new Kingdom, to know and to be taken 
in the Love of the beautiful Son of God. I beſeech you Madam, 
\the Lord, make now fure Work, & ſee that the Old Houſe be caſten 
wn, and razed from the Foundation, and that the New Building 
four Soul be of Chriſt's own laying ; for then Wind and Storm 
all neither looſe it, nor ſhake it aſunder, Many now take Chriſt 
Gueſs : Be fure that it Le He, and onlie He, whom ye have met 
ih: his ſweet Smell, his lovelie Voice, his fair Face, his ſweet 
oking in the Soul will not lie, they will ſoon tell, if it be Chriſt 
deed (and I think your Love to the Saints ſpeaketh that it is 
+) and therefore I ſay, be ſure that ye take Chriſt himſelf, and 
tke him with his Father's Bleſſing: his Father alldweth him well 
pon you, your Lines ate well fallen ; it could not have been bet- 
ct, not ſo well with you, if they had not fallen in theſe places: in 
Heaven or out of Heaven there is nothing better, nothing ſo ſweet 
nd excellent, as the Thing ye have lighted on, and therefore hold 
row with Chriſt : Joy, much joy may ye hade of him: But take 
his Croſs with himſelf cheerfullie z Chriſt and his Croſs are not 
koarable in this Life; howbeit Chriſt and his croſs part at Hea= 
e's Door; for there is no Houſe-room for crofles in Heaven: 
ve Tear, one Sigh, one ſad Heart, one Fear, one Loſs, or Thought 
bf Trouble cannot find Lodging there: 
ur Lord Jeſus down in this wide Inns, and ſtormie Countrie,on this 
fide of Death: Sorrow and the Saints ate not married together; 
trfappoſe it were ſo, Heaven ſhall make a Divorce. I find his ſweet 
teſence eateth out the Bitterneſs of Sorrow and Suffering, I think 
it a ſweet thing, that Chriſt ſaith of my croſs, Half mine, and that 
tedivideth theſe Sufferings with me, and taketh the large Share 
himſelf ; Nay, that 1 and my whole croſs are whollie Chriſt's, 
Owhat a Fort ion is Chriſt ! Oh that the Saints would dig deeper in 
the Treaſures of his Wiſdom and Excellencie ! Thus recommend+- 


lt, | 
Aberd. Sept. 7. 
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D. I. ROBERT GORDON 
Of Knockbrex. 


My very worthy and dear Friend, 


out L 
f, th 
as hit 
to 
„ WH 
mae 


Race, Mercy and Peace be unto you 7 
fhould haye forgotten me, I would have have expected a Let- 


163 


they are but the Marks of 


Ing your La: to the Good-will and tender Mercies of our Lord, I 


Tour La: in his [weet Lord 


Though all Galloway 


tex 


F565 Mr. R#therfoord's, Epilt, 161it, 
ter from you ere now: But I will not expound it to be Forgetfylneſ 


of me. Now, My dear Brother, 1 cannot ſhew you, how Matters 
go betwixt Chriſt and me: I find my Lord going and coming ſeyen 


lis Ma 
old 


Noble: 
times a day: his Viſits are ſhort ; but they are both frequentiſfi.cc 
and ſweet. I dare not for my Life think of a challenge of my Lord WG; an- 
L hear i{] Tales, and hard Reports of Chriſt, from the Tempter ang (my 1 
my Fleſh ; but Love believeth no Evil: I may ſwear that the Void 

C are Liars, and that Apprehenſions make Lies of Chriſt's honeſt zu Mute it 
| unalterable Love to me. I dare not ſay, thatIam adry-tree, d king. 
that 1 have no Room at all in the Vineyard ; but yet J often think ire ou 
that the Sparrows are bleſſed, who may reſort to the Houſe of Cie: 
in Anweth, from which I am baniſbed. Temptations, that I ſupor t 
poſed to be ſtricken dead, and laid —_ their Back, riſe again ante Tir 
revive upon me; nay, I fee that while'I live, Temptations vil py Fo! 
not die: The Devil ſeemeth to brag and boaſt as much, as if Mae 
had more Court with Chriſt, than Ihave ; and as if he had cham uch: 
ed and blaſted my Miniftery, that I ſhall! do no more Good in pubWWeave 
lick; but his Wind ſhaketh ns Corn I will not believe, Chr Diſper 
would have made ſuch a Mint to have me to himſelf, and have uach 
| ken ſo much Pains upon me, as he hath done, and then ſiip ſo call He, 
from poſſeſſion, and loſe the Glorie of what he had done; Nay, fineMfco: 
I came to Aberdeen, I have been taken up to ſee the New Land, th; » 
fair Palace of the Lamb: And will Chriſt let me fee Heaven toll: 
break my Heart, and never give it to me? I ſhall not think mom 
Lord Jeſus giveth a dumb Earneſt, or putteth his Seals to ban ad, 
Peper, or intendeth to put me oft with fair and falſe promiſes : Ale 
ſiee that now, which I never ſaw well before. 1. I ſee Faith's NeWhyiſe 
ceſſicy in a Fair-day is never known aright 3 but, now 1 miſs nos T 
thing ſo much as Faith: Hunger in me runneth to fair and ſwee cou. 
nromiſęs 3 but when I come, 1 am like a hungrie Man that want be kin 
eth Teeth, or a weak Stomach, having a ſharp Appetite, that irc 
Elled with = very ſight of Meat; or like one ſtupified with Col aich. 
under the Water, that would fain come to Land, but cannot grif toyor 
any thing caſten to him: I can let Chriſt grip me, but 1 can. k. 
grip him: I love to be kiſſed and to {it on Chriſt's Knee, but Mm re 
0 cannot ſet my Feet to the Ground, for Afflictions bring the Craniicge 
1 upon my Faith: All I dow do, is to hold out a lame Faith tfGnce 


Chriſt, like a Beggar holding out a Stamp in ſtead of an Aim 0& 

Leg, and cry, Lord Jeſs work a Miracle, O what would Igiveie 

have Hands and Arms to grip ſtronglie, and fold heartlomii 

about Chriſt's Neck, and to have my Claim made good with real 

' poſlefſion ! 1 think my Love to Chriſt hath Feet abundance, and 
runneth ſwiftlie to be at Lim, but it wanteth Hands and Fingers tl 
apprehend him. Ithink, I would give Chriſt everie Morning m 
Pleſſing, to have as much Faith as I have Love and Hunger; at lea 

I miſs Faith more than Love and Hunger. 2. I ſee Mottification, 

| and to be crucified to the World, is not fo highlie accounted of by us, 
as it ſhould be. O how Heavenlie a thing is it to be dead and dumb [a 
and deaf to this World's ſweet Muſick : I confeſs, it hath * 70 


iſt, 108. Letters. 165 
i Majeſty, to make me laugh at Children, who are Wooing this 
en ond for their Match: I ſee Men lying about the World, as 
Wobles about 2 King's Court; andI wonder what they are all doing 
endete: As 1 am at this preſent, I would (corn to court ſuch a feck- 
es and a pettie princeſs, or buy this World's Kindneſs with 4 bew 


and; Knee. I ſcarce now either hear or fee, what it is that this 
heyrorld offereth me 3 1 know it is little it can take from me, and as 
zue it can give me. 1 recommend Mortificatien to you above any 

ing: For alas! we but chaſe Feathers flying in the Air, and 
ink ie our own Spirits, for the Froth and overguilded Clay of a dying 


O00 


: lie: One ſight of what my Lord hath let me ſee, within this 
uN 


hott time, is worth a World of Worlds. 3. I thought Courage in 


ante Time of Trouble for Chriſt's ſake a thing that 1 might take at 
wilMry root; I thought the very Remembrance of the Honeſtie of the 
aue would be enough; but Iwas a Fool in ſo thinking: I have 


am uch ado now, to win to one Smile; but I ſee Joy groweth up in 
ub eaven. and it is above our ſhort Arm: Chrift will be Steward and 

bu dipenſer himſelf, and none elſe but he: Therefore now, 1 count 
e ti ch of one Dram Weight of ſpiritual Joy; one Smile of Chriſt's 


ali re, is now to me as a Kingdom, and yet he is no Niggard to me 
lineWefcomforts : Truly, I have no Cauſe to ſay, that Iam pinched 
th ih Penury, or that the Conſolations of Chriſt are dried up: for 
en tee he th poured down Rivers upon a dry Wilderneſs, the like of me, 


k my 


* Admiration: and in my very Swoonings, he holdeth up my 
Jank 


ed, and flayeth me with Flagons of Wine, and comforteth me with 
Apples; My Houſe and Bed is ſtrowed with Kiſſes of Love. Praiſe, 
naſe with me. O if ye and I betwixt us could lift up Chriſt upon 
his Throne, howbeit all Scotland ſhould caſt him down to the 
Ground ! My Brother's Caſe tOucheth me near; I hope ye will 
be kind to him, and give him your beſt Counſel » Remember my 
Love to your Brother, to your Wife and G. M. deſire him to be 
Faithful, and to repen of his Hypocriſie; and fay that Iwrote_it - 
toyon : I with him Salvation: Write to me your Mind anent 
C. E. And C. Y. And their Wives, and I. G. Os any others in 
my eariſh -: 1 fear I am forgotten amongſt them: but Icanrot 
forget them. The Priſoner's Prayers and Bleſſing come upon you: 
Grace, grace be with you. : 
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Io n Lord BAL MERINOCH, 
My very Noble and Hononrable Lord, 
Make bold to write News << your Le: from my Priſon, though 


Jour Lo: have Experience more than I can have. At my firſt 
| | | Entrie 


166 Mr. Rutherfoord's Ehpiſt. 10% 
Entrie here, I was not a little caſten down with Challenges, for ol 
unrepented-ot Sins; and Satan and my own Apprehenſions made 
a Lie of Chriſt, that he had caſten a dry withered Tree over the 
Dike of the Vineyard; but it was my Follie, bleſſed be his oreq 
Name; the Fire cannot burn the dry Tree : He is pleaſed no to 
feaſt the exiled Priſoner, with his lovely Preſence, for it ſuitet 
Chriſt well to be kind; and he dineth and ſuppeth with ſuch 4 
Sinner as Jam. I am in Chriſt's Tatouring here; he hath made 
me content with a borrowed Fire- ſide, and it caſteth as much Hex 

as mine own : I want nothing at all, but real Poſſeſſion of Chris: 
And he hath given me a Pan of that alſo, which 1 hope to beef 
till he come himſelf to leoſe the Pawn, I cannot get Help to praiſe 
his High Name: He hath made me a King over my Loſſes, tm 
priſonment, Baniſt ment, and onlie my dumb Sabbaths tick inmy 
Throat: But I forgive Chriſt's Wiſdom in that: I dare not ſy 
one word; he hath done it, and I will lay my Hand upon my 
Mouth: if anie other had done it to me, I could not havebornit 
Now, My Loyd, I muſt tell your Ls: That 1 would not give a Drink of 
cold Water for this Clay-idol, ais plaiſtered World, I teſtifie, an 
ive it undet mine own Ha.. . at Chrift is moſt Worthie to be fit 
fered for. Our lazie Fleſh ( which would have Chriſt to cry dow | 
Croſſes by open Proclamation ) hath but raiſed a Slander upon ii 
Croſs of Chriſt. My Lora, I hope ye will not forget what he hat for a 
done for yohtr Soul: 1 think ye are in Chriſt's Count - boek, as hill dead 


obliged Deb. er. Grace, grace,be with your Spirit. ſince. 
| — „ | 1 | ihinn 
Aberd. March 13. 5 Your Lo: oblignl Hes. 
1637. | Servant, 8. Pain 

FP an Id 

e e er, e ——— e 4 


* 2 — *r _ 
— 


To ALEXANDER GORDO 
O Knockgray. © he 
Dear Brother, | 9 5 


| Glace, Mercy and Peace be to you: I long to hear how yout 
soul proſpereth; I expected Letters from you ete now. 4. 
for my ſelf, Tam here in good cafe, well feaſted with a great King 
At my firſt coming here, I was that bold, as to take up a Jealoulid 
of Chriſt's Love: I faid, Lwas caſt over the Die of the Lord's 
Vineyard, as a dry Tree 3 but 1 {ee, if I had been a withered 
Branch, the Fire would have burnt me long ere now: blefled be his 
| High Name, who hath kept Sap in the dry Tree: and now, as f 
| Chriſt had dene the Wreng, he hath wade the Mends, and hath mir 
leut my Ravings; ( fora Man under the Water cannot well co — 
1 | | manch 


- 


pilt. 109 Letters © 767 ik 
und his Wity far leſs his Faith and Love) becauſe it was a Fe- i 
a, my Lord Jeſus forgave me that, among the reft-: He know- 
|, in our Afflictions, we can find a Spot in the faireſt Face that 
gel was, even in Chriſt's Face; Iwould not have believed that a 
oom ſhould have made me to miskend my old Maſter: But we 
if be whiles ſick ; Sickneſs is but kindlie to both Faith and Love 
Kut O how exceedinglyis a poor datedPrifoner obliged to ſweet Jeſus ' 
Tears are ſweeter to me, than the Laughter of the fearteen Pre- 
to them : The worſt of Chriſt, even his Chaff, is better than 
je World's Corn. Dear Brother, I beſeech you, Icharge you, in 
the Name and Authority of the Son of God, help me to praiſe his 
Kighnels ; and Icharge you alfo, to tell all your Acquaintance 
twat my Maſter may get manie Thanks. O if my Hairs, al my 
Members, and all my Bones, were well tuned Tongues, to ſing the 
ligh Praiſes of my great and glorious King ! Help me to lift Chrift 
wupon his Throne, and to lift him up above all the Thrones of the 
cy Kings, the dying Scepter. beareis of this World. The Priſoner's 
lletling, the Bleſſing of him that is ſeparated from his Brethren, be 
won them all, who will lend me a Lift in this Work; thew this to 
that people with you, to whom ſometimes 1 preached. Brother, 
my Lord hath brought me to this, that Iwill uot flatter the World 
for a Drink of Water; Iam no Debterto Clay, Chriſt hath made me 
bead to that 1 now wonder, that ever I was ſuch a Child long 
ſince, as to beg at ſuch Beggars: Fy upon us, who wooe ſuch 4 black 
ſlinned Harlot, when we may get ſuch a fair, fair Match up in 
Heaven. O that 1 could give up with this Clay- idol, this Masked ; 
painted, Over guilded Dirt, that Adam's Sons adore ! - We make 
n Idol of our Will : as manie Luſts in us, as manie Gods; We 
ue all Godemakers : We are like to loſe Chriſt, the true God, in 
the Threng of theſe new and falſe gods; Scotland hath caſt her 
Crown off her Head, the Virgin Daughter hath loſt her Garland; 
Wo, wo to our Harlet Mother, our Day is coming, a time when Wo. 
men ſhall wiſh taey bad been Childleſs, and Fathers ſhall bleſs mit- 
crying Wombs and dry Breaſts; manie Houſes, great and fair, ſhall 
be deſolate. This Kirk ſhall fit on the ground all the Ni ght, and 
the Tears ſhall run down her Cheeks; The Sun hathgene down pen 
her Prophets 3 Bleſſed are the Prifoners of Hope, who can run into 
their ſtrong Hold, and hide themſelves for a little, till the Indig- 
nation be overpalt, Commend me to your Wife, your Daughters 
your Jen in law, and 10 A. T. Write to me ot the Cale of your 
Nuk. Grace be with you. 1 am mach moved-for my Brother, 1 
ntzeat for your Kindneſs and Counſel to him. a 
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Aberd. Feb. 23. | Tours iu his ſweet Lerd 
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in the Day of Chriſt. I am in as good Terms and Court with Chr 


Othe Depth of Chrift's Love! It hath neither Brim nor Bottom 


| his Mercies to me, I muſt ſtand ſtill and wonder, and go away as { 
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To wy Lady  MARRE Younger, 


. My very Noble and Dear Lady, 


— 


GRace, Mercy and peace be to you; I received your La: Lette 
which hath comforted my Soul. God give you to find Mere 


as an Exiled Oppreſſed priſoner of Chriſt can be; I am ſtill ye 
come to his. Houſe, he knoweth my Knock, and letteth in a po, 
Friend; Under this black rough Tree of the Croſs of Chriſt, þ 
hath raviſhed me with his Love, and taken my Heart to Heaven wit 
him; well and long may he brnik ir. I would not Niffer Chil 
with all the Joys, that Man or Angel can deviſe beſidt him. Wh 
hath ſuch cauſe to ſpeak Honourably of Chrift, as 1 have? Chtiſti 


King of all Crofles, and he hath made his Saints little Kings undef 1 | 
him, and he can ride and triumph upon weaker Bodies than I oft 
(if any can be weaker )- and his Horſe will neither fall nor ſtuſ hel 
Madam, your La: hath much ado with Chriſt, for your Soul. Hui et m 
band, Children, and Houſe ; Let him find much Imployment fo Fat 
his Calling with you, for he is ſuch a Friend, as delighteth to Mee be 
- burdened with Suits and/Imployments ; and the more ye lay ot | 
him, and the more homelie ye be with him, the more welcome Ab. 


O if this blind World ſaw his Beauty! When 1 count with him fo 


poor Dyvour, who hath nothing to pay; free Forgiveneſs is m 
Payment. I would I could get him ſet on High, for his Love hat 
made me ſick; and 1 die, except I get real Foſſeſſion. Graee b. 


with you. | 
Aberd. March 13, Tur La! at all obediencti II 
1637. | : Chriſt, 8. R. 


To JAMES Me ADAM. 
Az very dear and werthy Friend, 1 


Gkace, Mercy and Peace be to you; I long to hear of yout 
growing in Grace, and of your advancing in yorr Journey t 
Heaven ; it will be the Joy of my Heart, to hear that ye hold you 
Face up the Brae, and wade through Temptations, without fearing 
what Man can do. Chhriſt ſhall, when he atiſeth, mow'down his 
| Ene miles, 


— — 4 ' 4 | ' — 28 2 
mics, and lay Bulks ( as they uſe to ſpeak) on the Green, 
161] the Pits with dead Bodies, Pſal. 1 10. 6. they ſhall lie like 
nafuls of withered Hay, when he ariſeth to the Prey. Salyation, 
nation is the onlie neceſſarie Thing; this Caly- idol, the World, 
otto be ſought, it is a Morſel not for you, but for Hangry-bitten 
end. Contend for Salvation : Your Maſter Chriſt won Hea- 

with Strokes: it is a 1 50 Caſtle, it muſt be taken with 
gence. Oh, this World thinketh Heaven but at the next Door, 
{ that Godlineſs may fleep in a Bed of Downs, till it come to 
yen ; but that wiil not doit. For my ſelf, I am as well as Chriſt's 
ner can be: For by him, 1 am Maſter and King of all my 
ales; I am above the Priſon, and the Laſh of Mens Tongues: 


in 


7. rſt triumpheth in me. I have ben caſten down, and heavie 
&, Hb Fears, and hunted with Challenges: I was ſwiming in the 
n vil chs; but Chriſt had his Hand under my Chin, all the Time, 
(hi took good Heed, that I ſhould not loſe Breath: And now I 
Wü e gotten my Feet again, and there are Love-feaſts of Joy, and 
riſt ug: rides of Confotarion berwixr Chriſt and me: We agree 
undef, have cont with him, I am {till Welcome to his Houſe. O 
| not Arms cannot fathom his Love! 1 beſeech you, I charge 
ble, help me to praiſe ; Ye have a Priſoner's Prayers, therefore 
Huff zetme not. I deſire $7b://a to remember me deatlie to all in 
nt fo 


t Pariſh, who know Chriſt, as if I had named them. Grace, 
te be with you. | 2 - | | 


Aberd. March 13. . Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. N N N * 5 Feſns, S, R. 
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Io my very dear Brother, 
ILLIAM LIVINGSTONE. 
My very dear Brother, 


Rejoyce to hear that Chriſt hath run away with your Young Love, 
ad that ye are are ſocatlie in the Morning matched with ſuch a 
w; for a young Man is often a Dieſſed Lodging for the Devil to 
lin : be Humble and Thankful for Grace, and weigh it not ſo 
> by Weight, as if it be true: Chriſt will not caſt Water en 
t ſmoaking Coal, he never yet put out a dim Candle, that was 
ited at the Sun of Righteouſneſs. I recommend to you Prayer, 
Watching over the Sins of your Youth ; for 1 know Miſſive 
eis go between the Devil and young Bloed ; Satan hath a Friend 
ut in the Heart of Youth 3 and there Pride, Luxurie, Luft, 
age, Forgettulnels of Gop, ate hiredas his Agents : happie 
| . 9 | | 18 
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fore, and he hath made this among the Reſt. 1 reign as King o 


To WILLIAM G ORD 0 
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is your Soul, if Chriſt man the Henſe, and take the Keys himiſe 
ice of 


and command all (as it ſuiteth him full well, to rule all whe 


ever he is) keep him, and entertain Chriſt well, cheriſh his Gi b 81 
blow upon your own coal, and let him tutour you. Now for fic 
ſelf, know, I am fullie agreed with my LRD: Chriſt hath putt Foot at 


Father and mein othess Arms, manie a ſweet Bargain he made Tear 


je of 

Vi lo 
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my Croſſes, I will not flatter a Temptacion, nor give the Dei 
good Word. 1 Defie Hell's Irom Gates: Gop * paſt be 
Quarrelling of him at my Entrie here, and now he feeds and fe 
with me: Praiſe, praiſe with me; and let us Exalt his Name 


gether. . nt not 
Abera. March 13. Tour Brother ilerec 
1637, _ 1 | Chriſt, S. Mlthe 
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Of White-Park. | 
Worthy Sir, ; 


( Kace, Mercy and peace be unto you: 1 long to her fromy( 

| I am here the Lozp's Priſoner and Patient, handled as ſof 

by my Phyſician, as if I were a ſick Man under Cure. I 

at hard Terms with my Loxp, and pleaded with him; But 1 

the worff· ſide: it is a Wonder, he ſhould have fuffered the like 

me, to have nicknamed the Son of his Love, Chriſt, and to call. 

a changed Loxy, who had forſaken me; but Misbelief | 
never a good Word to ſpeak of Chriſt. The Droſs of my 

| ory a Scum of Fears in the Fire, Doubtings, Impatieuce, 


A 


elief, ee of Providence as ſlecping, and not regaran R 
my Sorrow; but my Gold- ſmith, Chriſt, was leaſed to ta kec 
the Scum, and burnit it inthe Fite : And. bleſſed be my Finer U 
hath made the Mettal better, and furniſhed new Supplie of 6 * 
to cauſe me hold out Weight ; and 1 hope, he hath not lo us 
Grain Weight, by burning his Servant. Now his Love inm) fCh 
caſteth a mightie Heat: He knowerh, that the Defire 1 have er 
at himſelf paineth me: I have ſick Nights, and frequent Fi1:og 
Loeve-fevers for my Welbeloved : Nothing paineth me no. gut 

Want of rreſence: I think it long till Day : I challenge! & 
as too flow in its pace, that holdeth my onlie, onlie fair One; ſes | 
Love, my Welbeloyed from me: O if we were together ol : 
Iam like an old crazed Ship, that hath endured manie Storms, ig 
that would fain be in the Los of the Shore, and feateth neu Kater 

oy | p TN Iv 


II 3 | 5 
ima li be that nigh Heaven, that the Shadow of it might break the 
whel e of the Storm, and the craxed Ship might win to Land. My 


vb zun caſteth a Heat of Love, and Beam of Light on my Soul. 
flefſing thrice everie Day upon the ſweet Croſs of Chriſt : I 
not aan. ed of my Garland, The baniſhed Miniſter, (which is 
Tecn of Aberdeen) Love, love defieth Reproaches : The 
ie of Chrift hath a Croſlet of Proof on it, and Arrows will not 
u Blood of it: we are more than Conquerours, through the 
od of him that hath loved us, Rem. 8s. The Devil, and the World 
ſeinnot wound the Love of Chriſt. I am further from yielding 
the Courſe of Defection, than when Icame hither : Sufferings 
nt not the fierte Edge of Love: Caſt Love in the Floods of Hell, 
wil {vim above: it careth not for the World's busked and 
tered Offers. It hath pleaſed my Lox, ſo to lyze my Heart, 
the Love of my Lord [eſus, that as if the Field were alreadie 
u and I on the other fide of Time, I laugh at the World's Golden 
ies, and at this ditt ie Idol, that the Sons of Adam worſhip : 
-- Wi worm-eaten God, is that which my Soul hath fallen out of Love 
th Sir, ye were once my Hearer : I deſire now, to hear from 
band your Wife: I ſalute her and your Children with Bleſſings: 
m glad, that ye areftill hand-faſted with Chriſt = go on in your 
cracy, and take the Citie by violence: Keep your Garments 
an: Be clean Virgins to your Husband the Lamb : the World 
follow you to Heaven's Gates; and ye would not wiſh it to go 
xith you : Keep faſt Ghriſt's Love: Pray for me, as I do for you: 
lord Jeſus be with your Spilit, I 5 
Aberd. March 13. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
e „ Se . | 
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Mr. GEORGE GILLESPIE. 


Sand Reverend and Dear Brother, | 

tak Received your Letter: as for my Caſe, Brother, 1 bleſs his 
"ner ologous Name, my Loſſes are my Gain, my Priſon 2 Palace, 
+ my Sadneſs Joyfulneſs. At my firſt Entrie, my Apprehen- 


ns wrought ſo upon my Groſs, that Ibecame jealous of the Love 


K. Chrift, as being by him thruſt out of the Vine-yard, and I was 
ei er great Challenges, ( as ordinarilie melted Gold caſteth firſt 
Fi oe Scum, and Satan and our Corruption form the firſt Words, 
109 it the heavie Croſs ſpeaketh, and ſay, GOD is angry; Heloveth 
pe Ws 10: ) But our Apprehenſions are not Canontce! : ny dite 
One es of Gop and Chriſt's Love; bur ſince my Spirit was fettled, 


dd the Clay fallen to the Bottom of the Well, I ſee better what 
wriſt was doing: And now my Lord is returned with Salvation 
Kr his Wings, now 1 want little of half a Heaven, and £ awry 


- 


17 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 15k 
Chriſt everie Day ſo ſweet, comfortable, lovelie and kind, a 
things onlie trouble me. 1,1 ſee not how to be thankful, or how tog 
help to praiſe that Royal King, who raiſeth up thoſe that ate bos 
down. 2. His love paineth me and woundeth my Soul, ſo as 1, 
in a Fever, for Want of real Preſence. 3. An exceſſive Delitetots 
| Inſtruments in Gop's Name, that this is Chriſt and his Truth, Int 
ſuffer for, yea the Apple of the Eye of Chrifi*s Honour, event 
Soveraignity and Royal Priviledges or our King and Law-giver chi 
and therefore let no Man ſcar at Chriſt's Croſs, or raiſe an ill Reg, 
upon him, or it; for he beareth the Sufferer and it both, 1; 
here troubled with the Diſputes of the great Doctors ( eſpecial 
with D. B. in Ceremonial and Arminien Controverſies, for all! 
corrupt here) but I thank Gop, with no Detriment to the Trut 
or Diſcredit to my Profeſſion : So then, I ſee that Chriſt can ti 
- umph in a weaker Man nor 1; and who can be more weak! ; 
his Grace is ſufficient for me, Brother, remember our old Coven, 
and pray for me, and write to me your Caſe, The Lord Jeſus be wi 
your Spirit. . OL „ 


unde! 
my 2 
et0 h1 
Þ but 
q you, 


Abe 


Aberd. March 13. Tours in bis ſweet Is 
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7 JOHN MEINE. is 
DE ne to 

| G ſealo 

Love 
be a 
com! 
here | 
eave 
En, 


Dear Brother, 


Race Mercy and Peace be unto you: I wonder ye ſent not: 
KAnſwer to my laſt Letter; for I ſtand in need of it: 1a 

in ſome piece of Court with our great King, whoſe Love wo 
cauſe a dead Man ſpeak and live: whether my Court will contint 
or not, I cannot well ſay; but 1 have his Ear frequeutlie, at 


[ to his Glorie onlie Iſpeak it] no Penutie of the Loverkiſſes( . 
the Son of Gop : He thinketa good to caſt Apples to me inn” 
Priſon to play withal, left I ſhould think long vid faint : Im <1 
give over all Attempts to fathom the Depth of his Love, allIcand 
is but to ſtand beſide his great Love, and look and wonder : 1 vir 


Debts of Thankfulneſs affright me: I fear mr Creditor getaD 
vexr-bill and a ragged account : I would be much the better 
Help: OforHelp ? and that ye would take Notice of my Call 
Your not writing to me maketh me think, ye ſupp ſe that I amn 
to be bemoaned, becauſe he is comfortable; bur i have Pain in u 
Unthankfulneſs, and Pain in the Feeling of his Love, while 1 at 
ſick again for real Preſence, and real Poſſeſſion of Ghriſt; 
there is no geoked [ it I may ſpeak ſo ] nor fond Love in Chi 
He caſteth me down ſometimes with Challenges for old Faults, all 
I know, he knoweth well, that tweet Comforts ate ha,” 0 


(ann 
dof ! 
el 


th 1 
Liny 


iſt, 116. 1 173 
fore Sorrow Muſt make a Vent to tue Wind: my dumb Sabbaths 
undercutting Wounds : The Condition of this oppreſſed Kirk, 
Imy Brother's caſe [I thank you, and your Wife, for your kind- 
to him] hold my ſore ſmarting, and keep my Wounds bleed- 
„ but the Ground-work ftands ſure. Pray for me. Grace be 
| you. Remember me to your Wife, 


Aberd. March 14. 5 Tours in his ſweet Lora 
1637. | | Feſus, S. R. 
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Ir. THOMAS GARVEN. 


Reveread and Dear Brother, 


les you for your Letter: it was a Shower to the new 


mowen Grace: The Loxp has given you the Tongue of the 
ned 1 Be Fruitful and Humble; it is poſſible ye come to 


Caſe, or. the like ; but the Water is neither ſo deep, nor the 


um ſo ſtrong, as it is called; I think my Fire is not hot, my 
ler, dry Land, my Eoſs, rich Loſs, O if the Walls of my Pri- 
be high, wide and large, and the Place ſweet ! no Man 
ws it, no Man I ſay, knows it ( my Dear Brother) fo 


as he and I; no Man can put it down in black and white, as 


Load has ſealed it in my Heart: My poor Stock is grown ſince 
ne to Aberdeen: And if anie had known the Wrong I did, in be- 
jealous of ſuch an honeſt Lover as Chriſt, who with- held not 
Love from me, they would think the more of it; but I ſee he 


be above me in Mercie ; Iwill never ſtrive with him: To think 
compenſe him is Follie : if Ihad as manie Angels Tongues, 


here have fallen Drops of Rain ſince the Creation, or as there 
aves of Trees in all the Focreſts of the Earth, or Stars in the 
ea, to praife 3 yet my Lord Jeſus would ever be behind with 


we will never get our Accounts fitted: A Pardon muſt cloſe 


leckoning 3 for his Comforts to me in this Honourable Cauſe, 
ulmoſt put me beyond the Bounds of Modeſtie ; howbeit I 


dot let everie one know, what is betwixt us: Love, love (I 


IChiift's Love) is the hotteſt Coal that ever I felt: O but 
woke of it be hot! Caſt all the Salt Sea on it, it will flame: 
cannot Quench it: Manie, manie Waters will not quench 
: Chriſt is turned over to his-poor Priſoner in a Maſs and 
of Lore: I wonder he ſhould waſte ſo much Love upon ſuch 
ler as lam; but he is no Waſter, but abundant in Mercie; 
uno Niggard's Alms, when he is pleated to give O that J 
Linyite all the Nation to love him! Free Grace is an unknown 
: This World has heard but a bare Name of Chriſt, and no 

There are infinite Plyes in his Love, that the Saints will 


tvintounſold 5; I would it were better known, and that Chriſt 


got 


— 


bs = 
*- 1 *. A 
- * 
5 * 
x 
— wp © © "= * "= _ " CI N < — 
12 a —— —_ —. 2 — e — 2 * > F 
—» *. — 2 — "= * =” i — - — * . — = 
A 3 — 1 a _ pg — cn — 5 — — _ — — 
— —— - A. * — 1 — rr 8 * — 
* rr / Sy. —  — ——— 
. — "ERC 4 


9 oo 
> 


aur 7+ wn — 6 m 
1 


- 3 17 — — 
© 9 — „„ 
* 
! 


o — * 54 ws —äc a [OY ” « PR 
-_— —— o_—_ 5 * "ks. a 
" 


- Ourcaſi, and that I was but a withered Tree in the Vine-yard, 
therefore my Maſtet had given the evil Servant the Fields to fend 


were with Child of faithleis: Fears, and Unbelief put a Seal 
Amen to all. Ithought my ſelf in a hard Caſe: Some faid, 1 


no La- advantage of my Follie, but waited on till my ill Blood 


vas never a whit angrie at the Fever-ravings of a poor tempted 


contrarie: And now he is content to kiſs my black Mouth, tt 


17 NI. Rutberfords  Epift, oi 


got more of his own Due than he does. Brother, ye have ch 


the Good Part, "who have taken part with Chriſt : Te will ſee poi ld! 
vin the Field, and ye ſhall get part of the Spoil, when he divideg mfe 
They are but Fools who laugh at us; for they ſee but the H 
fide of the Moon: Yet our Moon · light is bettet than their Tue, 
bears Sun : We have gotten the new Heavens, and, as a led ett 
that, the Bridegroom's Love-rizg: The Children of the Weggi Tho 
chamber have Cauſe to sip, and leap for Joy, tor the Manz d! 
| Supper is drawing nigh, and we find the Fosr-hoxrs ſweet ande 
 forrable: O Time be not ſlow ' O Sun move ſpeedily, and haſn Lo 
Banquet. O Bridegroom be like a Roe. or 4 young Hart bon of. 
AMonnteins | O Welbeloved vun faſt. that we may once ment | ? e Gl 
ther, I contain my ſelf for Want of Time : Pray for me: 11 ble 1 
to Remember you. The Good Will of him who dwelt in the Bug, WM ®: 
Tender Mercies of Gop in Chriſt enrich you: Grace be with y . 
Aberd. March 14. Fe | Tours in his ſweet l 4 
1637. ( | Jeſus, 8. 

| nay FFF 


f Worthy Siſter, 


e 


GRace, Mercy and peace be unto you: I know ye deſite N 
| from my Fxiſon, and I ſhall ſhew you News. At my fiſt 


trie hither, Chriſt and I agreed not well upon it 5 The Devil 


a ylea in the Houſe, and I laid the Blame upon Chriſt ; for Y 
Heart was fraughted with Shallenges, and I feared that I was 


but held the Sun off the good Plants, with my idle Shadow, 


Old Guiltineſs ſaid (as Witneſs ) all is true: My Appiehenſ 


Cauſe to rejoyce, that Chriſt had honqured me to be a Witne 
him: and I ſaid in my Heart, theſe are Words of Men, wh( 

t mine Outſide, and cannot tell if I be a falſe Witneſs ot 
If Chriſt had in this Matter been as wilful and ſbort, as I was, 
Faith had gene ever the Brae and broken its Neck; But we were 
met, a haſtie Fool, and a wiſe, patient and meek Saviour: he. 


fallen, and my drambied and troubled Well began to clear: 


ner, but he mercifullie forgave, and came ( as it well beco 
him) with Grace and new Comfort, to a Sinner, who deſerved 


* ' Wikio ” 0 | | —_— 
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and in mine, and to feed me with as manie Conſolations, as 
nol da feed ren hungrie Souls; Tet I dare not ſay, he is a Waſter of 
e nferts, for no leſs would have born me up; one Grain Weight 

5: ould have caſten the Ballance. Now, who is like to that Royal 
us, Crowned in Zion? Where will I get a Seat tor Royal 
ne elt to ſer him on? If I could ſet him as far above the Heaven 
tbonſand Thouſands of Heights deviſed by Men and Angels, 1 
adi d think him but too low. I pray you, for Gop's ſake, My dear 
ria, help me to praiſe : His Love hath neither Brim nor Bottom: 
dec Love is like himſelf, iz paſſeth all natural underſtanding: I 
Neno lathom it with my Arms, but it is, as if a Child would take 
por BY. Globe of Sea and Land, in his two ſhort Arms : Bleſſed and 
ie is his Name. This muſt be his Truth I now ſufter for; for 
loud not laugh upon a Lye, nor be Witneſs with his Comforts 
vſh, e Night- dream. I entreat for your Prayers, and the Prayer and 
thy efſing of a Priſoner of Chriſt be upon you. Grace be with you. 
cet l Aberd. March 14. Yours in his ſweet Lora 

1637. | Jeſus, S. R. 5 
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ALEXANDER GORDON 
Gre Of Knockgray. . 


firſt | 

vil a 

| Dear Brother, . 

I was | EY SEES 8 : 5 | | 
vad, Have not Leiſure to write to you: Chriſt's Ways were known to 


you, long before 1 (who am but a Child) knew anie thing of 
fend him. What Wrong and Violence the Prelates may, by Gop's 
miſſion, do unto you, for your Trial, I know not; but this 7 

"$641 or, that your Ten Days Tribulation will end; Contend to the 
aid, breath for Chriſt. Baniſhment out of theſe Kingdoms is deter- 
(Med againſt me, as Thear; this Land dow not bear me: Tpray 


Vitne * . 

\ vi” recommend my Cate and Bonds to my Brethren and Siſters, 
fy aon: I intruit more of my ſpiritual Somfort to you and 
vas, em, that way, my dear Brother, than to maaie in this Kingdom 


tides, 1 hope, ye will not be wanting to Chriſt's Priſoner, Fear | 
thing, tor J aſſure you, Alexander Gorden of Meckgray (hall win 
kay, and get his Soul for a Prey; And what can he then want that 
worth the having? Your Friends are cold (as ye write, ) and fo 
: theſe, in whom I truſted much: Our Husband doth well in 
becon king our Idols in Pieces: dry Wells ſend us to the Fountain, 
lite is not dear to me, ſo being I may fulfil my Courſe with Joy, 
ub, m leu, you muſt remove, if your new Hireling will not bear your 

| | | | aducounte- 
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Glace, Mercy and peace be unto you: I received your Lette 


I would have been at my ſelf ( howbeit I came always ſhort of 
midſt of worldlie Employments, there would be ſome Thoughts 


Truth, be guarded againſt ; for we often mix our Zeal with d 


as the laſt End: That 7 do not eat, drink, ſleep, journey, ſpe: 


ral and wicked Men, as by reproving Swearing in them, or becau 


Mlr. Rutherfoord's piſt. 1 
licountenancing of him; for the Prelate is affaid, Chiig 
— and that bs hath no will of. Grace be with you. es 


* 


Aberd. 1637. | | Yours in his ſwest x 
j | | and Maſtery, 8. 


— . — —— — | 


Bailiff of Leith. 
Worthy and dearly beloved in the Loyd, 


I wiſh I could ſatisfie your Dehire, in drawing up and frami 
for you a Chriſtian Directorie: But the Learned have de 
it before me, more judiciouſſie than I can; eſpeciallie Mr, Rod 
Green ham and Perkins ; notwithſtanding, I ſhall tkew you, wh 


purpoſe. } 1. That Hours of the Day, leſs or more Time, fort 
Word and Prayer, be given to Gop, not ſparing the twelfth Hour 
Mid-day, howbeit it ſhould then be the ſhorter Time, 2. Int 


Jin, Judgment, Death and Eternitie with a word or two of ejacu 
torie Prayer (atleaſt) to Gop. 3. To beware of wandring of Hes 
in private Prayers. 4. Not togrudge, howbeit ye come from pra 
er, without Senſe or Joy : Down-caſting, Senſe of Guiltineſs at 
Hunger is beſt forus, 5. That the LORD's Day, from Morning 
Night, be ſpent always either in private or publick Worſhip. 6. Th 
Words be obferved, wandering and idle Thoughts be avoided, ſu 
den Auger and Deſire ot Revenge, even of ſuch as perſecute t| 


own Wild-fire. 7. That known, diſcovered and revealed Sin 
that are againſt the Conſcience, be eſchewed, as moſt dangero 
preparatives to Hardneſs of Heart. 8. That in dealing wit 
Men, Faith and Truth in Covenants and Traffiquing be regardel 
that we deal with all Men in Sinceritie : that Conſcience be ma 
of idle and ly ing Words, and that our Carriage be ſuch, as that the 
who ſee it may ſpeak honourablie of our ſweet Maſter and Profeſſio 
9. I have been much challenged, 1. For not referring all to Gol 


and think for Gop. 2. That I have not benefited by good Compi 
nie, and that 1 left not ſome Word of Conviction, even upon nati 


of being a ſilent Witneſs to their looſe Carriage, and becauſe I in 
tended not in all Companies to do good. 3. That the Woes an 
5 ? f | 4 calamitie 


* 


ppilt. 119. Letters. 177 
amities of the Kirk and particuiar Profeſſors have not moved me. 
That at the reading of the Life of David, Paul, and the like, 
"ren it humbled me, 1 (coming ſo far ſhort of their Holineſs ) 
houred not to imitate them, afar off at leaſt, according to the 
lealure of GoD's Grace. 5. That uvrepented Sins of Youth were 
looked to and lamented for. 6. That ſudden Stirrings of Pride, 
if, Revenge, Love of Honours were not reliſted and mourned 
xt, 7. That my Charitie was cold. 8. That the Experiences J 
ud, of God's hearing me in this and the other Particular, bein 
thered, yet in a new Trouble I had always (once at leaſt.) my 
ith to ſeek, as if Iwereto begin at A, B, C. again. 9. That I have 
it more boldlie contradicted the Enemies, ſpeaking againſt the 
wth, either in publick Church-meetings, or at Tables, or oidinarie 
onference. 10. That in great Troubles, 1 have received falſe Re- 
os of Chriſt's Love, and misbelieyed him in his chaſtning, 
jereas the Event hath ſaid, ail was in Mercy. 11. Nothing more 
oeth me and weighteth my Soul, than that I could never for my 


I! 
1 


\ 


tl, 


U 


9 


Lette 


Wet, in my Proſperitie, ſo wreſtle in prayer with Gop, noi be ſo 
frame to the World, ſo hungrie and ſic of Love for Chrift, fo 
ve. doffurenlie- minded, as when ten Stone weight of a heavie croſs was 
Rodge bon me. 12. That the croſs extorted Vows of new Obedience, 
u, 5 ich Eaſe has blown away, as Chaft before the Wind: 13. That 
it o 


iftice was ſo ſhert and narrow, and Light ſo long and broad. 14. 
at Death hath not been often meditated upon. 15. That I have not 
careful of gaining others to Chriſt. 16. That my Grace and 


fort 
Hour 


In tits bring forth little or no Thankfulneſs, There are ſome things 
ughts Wo, whereby J have been helped: As, 1. I have benefited by 
 ejaculiMline alone a long Journey, in giving that Time to Prayer, 
pf Heal By Abſtinence, and giving Days to GoD. 3. By praying 


IM Pra 
neſs at 
ming 

6. Th 
ed, fut 
cute th 
Wit u Ol 
ed Sin 


others; for, by making an Errand to Gop for them, 
ure gotten. ſomething for my ſelf. 4. I have been reallie con- 
ped, in man ie Particulars, that Gop heareth prayers, and there- 
e uſed to pray for anie thing, of how little Importance ſoever. 
He enabled me to make no Queſtion, that this mocked Way, 
cis nicknamed, is the onlie Way to Heaven. Sir, Theſe and 
ie moe Occurrences in your Lite would be looked .into : And, 
Thoughts of Atheiſm would be watched over, as, If there be a 


an ger in Heaven: Which will trouble and aſſault the beſt, at ſomę 

ng wills. 2. Growth in Grace would be cared for, above all things, 

7 | falling from our firſt Love mourned for 3. Conſcience made 
e ma 


vying for the Enemies, who are blinded. Fir, I thank you 
tkindlic for your care of my Brother and me alſo: I hope tt is 
up for you, and remembred in Heaven. I am till ahamed 
IChrift's Kindneſs to ſuch a Sinner, as I am: He hath left a 


that the 
rofeſlio! 
| to Gol 


ey, {pea in my Heart, that Hell cannot caſt Water on, to quench or ex- 
Compi it. Help me to praiſe, and pray for me; for ye have n 
on natu@er's Bleſſing and prayers. Remember my Love to your Wife, 
r becau 8 | 


ebe wich you. 


Aberd. March 15. Tours in Chriſt Je ſus, | 
1613, = HET | 
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T ROBERT GORD0O 


I find the Cenſolations and Off-Fallings, that follow the Croſs 
C hriſt, fo ſweet, that I almoſt torget my felf : my Deſire and! 
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a Sin to cloſe the Door upon him : it is not unlawful to Love: 


eggerlie begging Kiſſes ; but when they come clean from 
Timber, (like Kindneſs it ſelf, that cometh of its own accor oom 


v „ee 


2 * * 


72 


* 


0 
LP! 

| 3 . | 18 ( 
© UE — — ceoemtemmoe—nns a * 


eee we 8 e D 
I be 


Mr.“ Kurherfoord's TY Epiſt. * 


boy 
bſe1 
Far 
ride 
ut! 
our- 
leit, 
(Vace, Mercy and Peace be unto you; I thought to have 1 
ſwered your two Letters upon this Oecaſion: though I c; 

| not lay all that I would. Your timeous Word (not to del 
inthe croſs, but in him who ſweetnetbit) came to me, in due tim 


2 5 Of Knockbrex. 


My very dear Brother, 


Pits | 
ery 
bee, | 
fer! 
poſe is, when Chriſt's Honie Combs drop, neither to refuſe to un 
ceive and feed upon his Comforts, nor yet to make Foy my Bafa 
od, not my New. fand Heaven + But what ſhall I ſay | Chin : 
veric often, in his ſweet Comforts, cometh unſent-for, and it den, 
Wale | 8 0 
Delight in Chriſt's Apples, when I am not dot inglie wooing, if 4 


orld. 


then I cannot but laugh upon him, who laugheth upon me: lo- 
Joy and Comforts came ſingle and alone, without Chriſt himieih,, D: 
think, I would ſend them back again the Gate they came, and Wy lo. 
make them Welcome; But when the King's Train cometh, Why 
the King in the midſt of the Companie, O how am 7overjoyed wiſh, 40 
Floods ot Love! I fear not, that too great Speats of Love 2 
away the growing Corn, and looſe my Plants at the Roots: C 
doth no Skaith where he cometh ; bur certainlie, I would 
ſuch Spiritual Wiſdom, as to love the Bridegroom, better thar 
Gifts, his Propines or Drink-meney. I would be further in u 


bl E, d 
me te 


Chriſt, than r his Joys, they but ſtand in the outer Side of Chi "8 
I would wiſkzo be in, as a Seal on his Heart; in, where his L n 4. 


and Mercie lodgeth, beſide his Heart. My Welbeloved hath Wy... 
vihed me; but it is done with Conſent of Parties, and it is 


lowable enough : But, my dear Brother, ere I part with this * 
ject, I mult tell you, ( that ye may lift up my King in Pa... 


with me) Chriſthath been keeping ſomething theſe Fourteen Yr... 
for me, that I have now gotten in my heavie Days, that I am it co / 
his Names ſake ; even an opened Coffer of perfumed Comforts, 11 

freſh Joyes coming New, and Green, and powerful from the find 
faireſt Face of Chriſt, my Loxp. Let the ſewre Law, let Cro 41 0 
let Hell be cried down : Love, Love hath fhamed me from Ne 

eld Ways. Whether I have a Race to run, or ſome Work ado, wh l 
not 3 But Ithink, Chriſt ſeemeth to leave Heaven ( to ſay ſo) . . 


r  - - 19 
s court, and come down to laugh, and play, and ſport with 2 


pe miſconſtructed, arid deemed to ſeek a Name; but my Witneſs 
boxe knoweth, I ſec k to have a good Name raiſed upon Chriſt; I 
verve it to be our Follie, to ſeek little from Chriſt; becauſe our 
gur hours may not be our Supper; nor our. Prepine ſent by the 
idegroom our Tochergood 3 nor our Earneſt our principal Sum 2 
ul trow-few of us know, how much may be had of Chriſt for a 
vur-hours, and Propine, and Earneſt : We are like the young 
ir, who knoweth not the whole Bounds of his own Lordſhip. 
nainlie it is more than my part roſay, O ſweeteſt LORD FESUS, 
hut howbeit I were ſpilt and broken in Five Thouſand Sheards oy 
Bits of Clay, ſo being every Sheard had a Heart t. Love thee, and 
ry one as many Tongues as there are in Heaven, to ſing Praiſes te 
hee, before Men and Angels for evermore Therefore if my 


ve / 
Lee 
deli 
e ti 


roſs Waferings cry Goodneſs, and Praiſe, and Honour upon Chriſt, my 
nd PlWipend is well payed. Each one knows not what a Life Chriſt's 
e to Ne is 1 Scar not at Suffering for Chriſt ; for Chriſt has a Chair, 
3 of aid a Cuſhion, and ſweet Peace for a Sufterer : - Chriſt's Trencher 


Ch 
d it 
fave 4 
ing, 
om 
Accor 


tom the firſt Meſs of the High-table is for a ſinful Witneſs., O 
en, Brother, who but Chriſt ? who but Chriſt 7 Hold your 
cngue of Lovers, where he cometh out! O all Fleſh, O Duſt and 


od, be filent before him, come hither and behold our Bride- 
vom; ftand ftill and wonder for evermore at him! Why ceaſe we 


me: love and Wonder, to Kiſs and Adore him? It is a hard Matter, 
mic Days lie betwixt me and him, and hold us aſunder. O how long. 
and Why long! O how manie Miles are there to my Bridegroom'sDwelling . 

eth, Wiſe | it is a Pain to frif Chriſt's Love anie longer. But it may 
wyed e a drunken Man loſe his Feet, and miſs a Step. Ie ti e to me, 
oe inks are ſlippery : I do not think my dating Werid will till 

J 2 le, and that Feaſts will be my ordinarie Food; 1 would have Hu- 
ould \ 


ilitie, Patience and Faith, to ſet down both my Feet, when I 
me to the North-ſide of the cold and thornie flill. It is Il my 
mon, to be ſweir to go an Errand for Chriſt, and to take the 
Ind upon my Face for him. LORD, let me never be a falſe Wit- 
to denie, that Iſaw Chriſt rake the Pen in his Hand, and ſub- 


than 
in u 
F Chit 
his L 
hath 
d it is 


my ; (ſometimes the King takes me into his Coach, and draws me; 
1 Athen I out- run my ſelf; but alas! I amſtill a ſorlorn Tranſ- 
te | | 


flour: O how Unthankful ! I will not put you off ycur Senſe 
de:dacſs, but let me ſay this, who gave you Precteurſee to 
kik for the Law, that can ſpeak for it ſelf, better than ve can do? 
ld not have vou to bring your Dittay in your own Boſom with 


am if 
forts, 
he fai 


a *. to Chriſt: Let the Old Man and the New Man be ſummoned 
40 bre Chriſt's white Throne, aud let them be confronted before 
70 tilt, aud jet each one of them ſpeak for themſelves: I hope, 


K 2 makes 


- 


Joft Batrn. I am not this plain with manie I write to, it is poſſible, | 


Lo ah ws W, 
—— — 
— 
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lies, O Angels, O glorified Spirits, O all the Shields of the 


ide my Writes. My dear Brother, ve complain to me, ve cannot 
d sight of me; but were 1 a Foot- man, I ſhould go at Leiſure, 


bei: the New Man complain of h's lying among the Tots, vic 
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180 ; Mr. Ratherfoord's Epilt. jy 
makes the Believer look black ; vet he can ſay alſo, I am wy 
the Tents of Kedar : Ye ſhall not have my Advice, not tobe 
your Deadneſs 3 but I find by ſome Experience (which ie h 
before I knew Chriſt ) it ſuiteth not a Ranſomed Man of C 
buying, to go and plea for the ſewre Law, our old forecaſten ij 
band ; for we are now not under the Law ( as a Covenant) 
under Grace: Le are in no Man's common but Chriſt's: I 
he bemoaneth vou more than ve do your ſelf: I ſay this, be 
am wearied of complaining. I thought it had been Humiliti, 
imagine that Chriſt was angrie with me, both becanſe of my 
Sabbaths, and myhard Heart; but I feel now nothing but a 
Wounds : my Grief, whether I will or not, ſwelleth upon me: 
let us die in Grace's Hall. floor, pleading before Chriſt ; 1 
nothing that the Mediator will challenge me of; but I tum i 
back upon himfelf ; Let him look his own old Counts, if he 
angrie, for he will get no more of me: when Chtiſt ſaith, Mone 
Repentance : 1 meet him with this, True LORD, vat tu eth 
made a King and Prince to give me Repentance, Acts 5. 31, Wil : 
Chriſt bindeth a Challenge upon us, we muſt bind a-Promiſe i: hat 
upon him: Be woe, and lay yourſelf in the Duſt before it ha 
{ which is ſuitable ; ) but withal let Chriſt take Payment in: of 
own Hand, and pay himſelf, off the firſt End of his own Metii roo! 
elſe he will come behind, for anie thing we can do. I amevineſ; 
way in your Caſe, as hard hearted and dead, as anie Man x Wie pris 
yer I ſpeak to Chriſt through my Sleep: Let ns then pioclai ckuiſt 
free Market for Chrift, and ſwear our ſelves Bare, and crieon hid for 
to come without Money and buy us, and take us home to our Met we 
ſom-payer's Fire-fide, and let us be Chriſt's Free-bearder: : WW Lor 
cauſe we dow not pay the Old, we may not refute to take on Chi count. 
New Debt of Mercie : Let us do our beſt Chriſt will till be Ho! 
hind with us, and manie Terms will run together. For my WM le ve 
let me ſtand for evermore in his Book, for a forlern Dyveur 
muſt Deſire to be this far in his common of new, as to defi 
kiſs his Feet: I know not he to win to a heartſom Fill and] 
of Chriſt's Love; for 1 dow neither buy, nor beg, nor bor! 
and yet I cannot want it: I dow not want it. Oit Icould! 
him! Yea, I would reſt content with a Heart ſubmiſſive andd 
of Love for him; and howbeit I won never perſonallie 
Heaven's Gates, O would to God, I could fend in my Praiſes t 
uncomparable Welbeloved, or caſt my Love. ſongs of that mate 
Lord Jefus over the Walls, that the, might light in his Lap 
fore Men and Angels! Now, Grace, grace be with you. Reme 
my Love to your Wife, and Daughter, and Brother Jhs. 


Aberd. June 11. | | Yewrs ix his ſweet Li 
637. | | FJeſus, S. R. 
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ALEXANDER CORD ON. 
Of Earleſtoun. 


Mech Hononred and worthy Sir, 


Race, Mercy and Peace be unto vou: I long to hear from 
vou: I leceived few Letters fince I came hither : 1 am in 


n i need of a Word: A dry Plant would have ſome Watering : 


Cale betwixt Chriſt my Loxo and me ſtandeth between Love and 
ſouſie, Faith and Suſpicion of his Love: it is a Marvel he 
eth Houſe with me : 1 make manie pleas with Chriſt, but he 
eth as manie Agreements with me; I think bis unchangeable 
e hath ſaid, I defie thee te break me and change me: if 
it had ſuch changeable and ne Thoughts of my Salvation, as 


Meri; Fool like me in my Unbelief, but itcouketh me, and fathereth 
ne tels upon me: Chriſt is rather like the poor Friend and 
lie Priſoner ( begging Love) thanlam ; I cannot for Shame 
cla chriſt ſaid Nay of my whole Love; for he will not want his 


on ind for the ſeeking: Gop be thanked, my Bridegroom tireth 
ur WW Wooing 3 Honour to him, he is a wilful Suiter of my Soul:; 
: love is his, Pain is mine, that I have nothing to give him: 
ch coont-Book is full of my Debts of Mercie, .Kindneis and free 


I beWſetowar6s me: Oh that I-might read with waterie Eyes! O 
eur er my Souls Defire-is, that he would comprize my Perſon, Soul 
delinMWodte, Love, Joy, Confidence, Fear, Sorrow and Deſire, and 
and i the Peynd, and let me be reuged, and foid to Chriſt, and 
bor tome to my Creditor's Houſe and his Fire- ſide. The Lonv 
ld Mech, if I could, I would fell my ſelf without Reęverſion to 
and oF. O ſweet Lord Jeſus make a Market, and over bid all my 
lie 
iſes t 
mate 
; Lap 
Reme 


AMyſterie of Love. O if he would lay oy the Lap of the 
Ing that is over it, and let my greining Soul fee it? I would 
the Door, and be in upon him, to get a Mombjal of Love; 
im an hungred and famiſhed Soul. Oh, Sir, if ye oranie 
would tell him, how fick my Soul is, dying for Want of a 
EDraught of Chriſt's Love! Oh if I could dote (if I may 
et Li ue of that Word, in this Caſe) as much upon himfelf, as [ 
R. jon his Love ! It is a Pitie, that Chriſt humſelf ſhould not 
de my Heart's Choice, than Chriſt's manifeſted Love: it 
latisfie me, in ſome Mealure, if 1 had anie Bud to give for 


E Praiſes 


re of it, Ithink ] ſhould then be at aſad Loſs : He humoureth. 


he would give me the Intereit of Inter: ft to pay back ! Os 


ts! dare ſwear, there is a Myſtetie in Chriſt, which I never 


de; mall I offer him my Praites } Alas he is more than 


» . b > . * 
182 Mr. Rut herfoords Efpiſt. 12 
q Praiſes ! I give it over to get him exalted according to his Won 
| which is above what can beknown ; vet all this time I am temp 
ing him, to ſee if there be both Love and Anger in him againſt m( 
1 am plucked from his Flock (dear to me, ) and from feed 
. his Lambs: I gotherefore in Sackcloth, as one who hath loft 
| Wite of his Youth ; Grief and Sorraw are ſuſpicious, and þ 
| out againt him the Smoke of Jealouſies; and 1 ſay often, 5 


| me wbere fore thou centendeſt with me? Tell ms, LORD; „ 
the Proceſs againſi me: but I know, I cannot anſwer his Alleg 


pil 


| ance-: I will loſe the Cauſe, when it cometh to open Pleadin N 
| Oh if 1 could force my Heaxt to believe Dreams to be Dreams! y 
| when Chriſt giveth my Fears the Lye, and faith to me, Thos R 
| Lyar, then l am glad. I ieſolveto hope to be quiet, and to lie 
| the Brink upon my Side, till the Water fall, and the Foord be ri 
| able, and howbeit there be Pain upon me in longmg for DejiveranWher-c! 
that I may ſpeak of him in the great Congregation ; vet Ithihir 


| there is Joy in that yain and Oa-waiting: and Ieven Rejoyce, ens: 
he putteth me off fora Time and ſhifreth me: Oh if I could ere m 
on for all Eternitie, howbeit I ſhouid never get my Soul's Deſire, 

being he were Glorified ! I would wiſh, my pain and my Miniff 

| couv'd live long to ſerve him 3 for, 1 know, I am a Clay Veſt Pr 
| and made for. his Uſe. O if my verie broken Sheards could ſe ¶ Ove ai 
| to Glorifiehim ! 1 defire Chriſt's Grace to be willinglie conte 


that my Hell ( excepting his Hatred and Diſpleaſure, which ever 


put out of all Play : for Submiſſion to this is not called fo f, in 
were a Freaching of his Glorie to Men and Angels, for ever oz 
ever. When all is done, what can J add to him? or what can (WMWlvee 
a Clay-hadow as I do ? I know, he needeth not me: I hilfillde, 
Caulc to be grieved and to melt away in Tears, ( it I had Gone u 
to do it, Lok grant it to me) to ſee my Welbeloved's fair Wothed 
tpitted upon by Dogs, to ſee Lewns pulling the Crown off my H mor 
al King's Head, to ſee my Harlot- mother and my ſweet Fathe his Hot 
iec ſo ill, that they are going to rail, and give up Houſe : Wi Lit 
 Loww's Palace is not aNett of unclean Birds. Oh if harlot, halWui | 
$cc:/aud would rue upon her provoked Loxp, and pitie her gd 
 HKusbang, wlio is broken with her whoriſh Heart! But theſe ti teen 
are hid from her Eyes, I have heard of late of your new T{Wlure 
by the Biſhop of Galloway: Fear not Clay and Worm's Meat: nich 2 
Truth and Chriſi get no Wrong in your Hands, it is vour Gain to li 
Curiſt be Gloritied 3 and vour Glorie to be Chrift's Witneſs Nied! 
perſwade you, your Sufterings are Chriſt's Advantage and Victo Go 
for he is pleaſed to reckon them ſo. Let me hear from vou: CY" th 
is but winning aclean Kirk out of the Fire: He will win this are 
He will not be in your cemmen, for anie Charges ye are at, i Nec. 
Service: He is not poor to fit in your Debt? He will rep nion 
Hundred Fold more, it may be, even in this Life, The Prayer eur 
Bleſſing of Chriſt's Priſoner be with you. WH nar 
Alerd. Near Brother in his ſweet ds 
ten 


pilt. 122. Letters. 


— —U— — —— —ä— 
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To his Reverend and Loving Brother, 
ON N EV: XA L. 
Reverend and Dear Brother, — 1 
Race, Mercy and Peace be unto you : I received yours of 
April 11. As I did another of March 25. and a Letter for 


Mr. Aadrew Cant. I am notalittle grieved, that our Mo- 
ber church is running ſo quicklie to the Brorhel-howſe, and that we 


Ithil hiring Lovers, and giving Gifts to the great Mother of Fornicas 
, ns: Alias that our Husband is like to quit us ſo ſhortlie! It 
d u ere my part, if Iwere able] when our Husband is departing, 
fire, Noir up my ſelf to take hold of him, and keep him in this Land; 


l know him to be a ſweet Second, and a lovelie companion to a 
ol Priſoner: 1 find my Extremitie hath ſharpned the Edge of his 
ye and Kindneſs, fo as he ſeemeth todeviie-new Ways of exprei-/ 
onte g the Sweerneſs of his Love tomy Soul: Suffering tor Chriſt is 
e verie Ele ment, wherein Chriſt's Love liveth, and exerciſeth it 
if, in caſting out flames of Fire and ſparks of Heat, to warm ſuch 
frozen Heart, as Ihave: And if Chriſt weeping in Sackcloth be 
oſveet, I cannot find anie imaginable Thoughts to think what he 
de, when we Clay-bodies (having put oft Mortaiicie ) ſhall 
d Gove up to the Marriage-hall and great Place, and behold the King 


fair Mothed in his Robes Royal, ſitting on his Throne. I would deſire 
my more for my Heaven, beneath the Moon, while 1am ſighing in 
thei Houſe of Clay, but dailie renewed Feaſts of Love wich Chriſt, 
e: Wi Libertie now and then to feed my Hunger with a Kits of that 
t, ha huet Face, that is like the Sun in his Strength ac Noon-day. I 


ner geld willinglie ſubſcribe an ample Reſignation to Chriſt, of the 
feen Prelacies of this Land, and ot all the moſt delightful 
ew Tues on Earth, and forfeit my part of this Clay god, this Earth, 
Ich Adam's fooliſh Children worſhip, to have no other Exerciſe, 
Gain to lie in a Love-bed with Chriſt, and fill this Hungred, and Fa- 
iſhed Soul with kiſſing, embrac.ng and real enjoying of the 301 
vid Coo: And Ithink chen I might write to my Friends, That I had 
u: Mute Go/den World, aud look out, and laugh at the poor Bodies, 
io are ſlaying one another for Feathers: For verilie, Brether, 
at, ie! came to his Priſon, I have conceived a new and extraordinarie 
avon of Chriſt, which I had not before, ſor I perceive we friſt 
ayer ur Joys to Chriſt, till he and we be in our own Houſe above, 
married Parties: thinking that there is nothing of it here to 
elought or found, but onlie Hope and fair Promites : and that 
itiſt will give us nothing here but Tears, Sadneſs, Croſſes, a 
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that we ſhall never feel the Smell of the Flowers of that high Ga 
den of Paradiſe above, till we come there: Nay, but I find, it! 
poſſible to find young Glorie, and a young green Paradiſe of Joy 
even here : Iknow, Chriſt's Kiſſes will caſt a more ſtrong and 15 
treſhful Smell of incomparable Glorie and Joy, in Heayen, thay 
they do here: Becauſe a Drink of the Well or Life, up at th 
Well's Head, is more ſweet and freſh by far, than that which we ge 
in our borrowed, old, running out Veſſels, and our woe den Diſks 
here; let lam now perſwaded, it is our Follie to friſt all till th 
Term Day; ſeing Abundance of Farneſt will not diminiſh anie thin 
of our principal Sum: We dream of Hunger in Chriſt's Houſe 
while we are here, although he alloweth Feaſts upon all the Bajy 
within Gov's Houſhold + it were good then en our ſelves wit 
moe borrowed Kiſſes of Chriſt, and with moe borrowed vifits, ti 
we enter Heirs to our new Inheritance, and our Tuteur put us in Po 
ſeſlion of our own, when we are paj? Minority, Oh that all t 
young Heirs would ſeek more, and a greater and a nearer Commun 
on with my Lord-tuteur, the prime Heir of all, Chriſt) l viſſ fe 
my part, I could ſend you and that Gentleman, who wrote h1s Co 

meudations to me, into the King's innermoſt Cellar and Houſe g 
Wine, to be filled with Love : A Drink of this Love is wortht 
having indeed: We cattie our ſelves but too too nicelie wi 
Chriſt our Lord, and our Loxp loveth not Niceneſs, and Dryneſ 


0D : 
G0D 
2 nOt, 


171i, 


and Uncouthneſs in Friends, ſince need force we muſt be in Chriftinu/ 5 
common, then let us be in his Common; for it will be noothelſhthc 6 
ways. Now for my preſent Caſe, in my Impriſonment, Delireran rot hi 


4 


fer, of whom1boaſt all the Day, ſhall avert ) or then to lay n 


/ Qualitie flip from Chriſt's Back, and leave him to feng for himſe 


like a Hay flower: Yet I reſolve to eaſe my ſelf with on-waitii 
on my Lon, and to let my Faith {vim where it loſeth Greund: 


(tor any AppearanceIſee ) looketh cold like: My Hope, if 


3 rect an 
looked to, or leaned upon Men ſhould wither ſoon at the Roc 


lt of 
gere is 
ling, \ 
Fa thi 
„ Th 


am nnder a Neceſſitie either of Fainting ( which I hope my M 


Faith upon Omnipotencie, and to wink and ſtick by my Grip: Ar 
I hope my Ship ſhall ride it out, ſeing Chriſt is willing to blow I 
ſweet Wind in my Sails, and mendeth & clofeth the Leaks in my Shi 
and ruleth ail: It will be ftrange, if-a believing Paſſenger be caſt 
over Board. As for your Maſter, My Lord and my Lady, I will be lo 
to forget them: Ithink my Prayers ( ſuch as they are ) ared 
Debt to him, and I ſhall be far more engaged to his Lo? if he be! 
for Chriſt, (as Ihope he will) now when lo mante ot his Colt a 


Abt 


De. 
Race, 
vou 
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ang « 
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Lentreat you, remember my Love to that worth'e Gentleman A. 
who ſaluted me in your Letter: i have heard, that he is one 
my Maſters Friends, for the which Cauſe Jam tied to him : Iv! 
he may more and more fall in Love with Chriſt. Now for vc 
Queſtion, as tar as 1 rawlie conceive : Ithink, God is praiſedt 
ways : Firſt, By a concional Profeſſion of his Highneſs before Me 
ſuch as is the verie hearing of the Word, and receiving of either 
the Sacraments, in which Acts by Profeſſion, we give out wo 


* 


pill A Letter. 
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at he ig our GoD,with whom we are in Covenant, and out Lawgiver: 
Carhus Eating and Drinking in the Lonp's Supper, is an Annunciation 
it ia profeſſion before Men, that Chriſt is our flain Redeemer : Here, 


cauſe GoD ſpeaketh to us, not we to him, it is not a formal 
hankſgiving, but an Aanunciation,'or Predication of Chriſt's 
eath, conctenal, not aderative; neither hath ic GOD for the 
mediate Object, and therefore no Kneeling can be here. Se- 
dy, there is another praiſing of Cop, formal, when we are 
ther formallie bleſſing Gop, or ſpeaking his Praiſes : Aud this 1 
ke to be twofold : 1. When we directlie and formallie direct 
ales and Thanklgiving ta Gop z This may well be done kneel- 
in token of our Recognizance of his Highneſs, yet not ſo, but 
"WM may be ſtanding or fitting, eſpeciallie ſeing joyful Elevation, 
S wit ubich ſhould be in Sraiſing ) is not formallie fenified by kneel- 
s, tile, 2. When we ſpeak Good of Gop, and declare his glorious 
n Polf@zture and Attributes, extoling him heſore Men, to excite-Men to 
Il thaceive highlie of him. The former 1 hold to be Worſhip everie 


mung immediate, elſe 1 know not anie immediate Worſhip at all: 
i fe latter hath Gop fox the Subject, not propetlie tht Ohjecł, ſeing 
Con: Predication is directed to Men immediatelie, rather than to 
ule 0 tor here we ſpeak of GOD, by way wf praiſing, rather. than 
th thG0D. And for my own part, as 1 am fo: the pieſ-nt minded, 1 
> WI * 


not, how this can be done kneeling, ſeing it is pradieatis Dei & 
brit, now laudatio aut benedicti Dei: But obſerve that it 1s 
mal praiſing of Gop, and not meerlie contional, as I diſtinguiſhed 
the firſt Member: for in the firſt Member anie ſpeaking of Gop 
tot his Works of Creation, Providence and Redemption, as in- 
ell and concionat praiſing of him, and formally preaching- or an 
kt of teaching, not an Act of Predication of his Praiſes; for 
ere is a Difference betwixt the ſimple Relation of the Yeitues of a 
ling, which is formallie teaching; and the extollingof the Worth 


ly MA a thing by way of commendation, to caule others to praiſe with 
ay ns Thus recommending you to Gop's Grace, I reſt, | 
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Dear Brother, | 


oY Rice, Mercy and Peace be unto you: upon the Report I hear of 
rad en, (without anie fuither Acquaintance, except our ſtraiteſt 
le 4 bouds in our Lord jeſus) 1 thought good towrite unto you, 


ang of your Danger to be tluuſt out of the Loav's Houſe, for hs 
. 1 W » WE 3 
me lake: Therefore my eatneſt and humble Defire : Guy is, 
MY may be ſtrengthned in the Grace of GOD and by the Yover 
| K 5 of 
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of his Might, to go on for Chriſt, not ſtanding in awe of a Won 

that ſhall die, hope ye will not put your Hand to the Ark, to gin 
it a wrong Totch, ard to overturn it, as manie now do, whenth 
Archers are ſheeting Tore at Jeſepb, whoſe Bow ſhall abide in i 

firength : We oweto our Royal King and ptincelie Maſter a Tef 

monie. O how Bleſſed are they, who can warde a Blow off Chiif 


and his born-down Truth! Men think Chriſt à gene Man ng 
and that he ſhall nevet get up his Head again: And they beliq 
pis court is failled, becauſe he ſuffereth Men to break their Spee. 
and Swords upon him, and the Enemies to plow Sien, and mai v! 
long and deep their Furrows on her Back: But it would not be 
if the Loxb had not a Sowing for his Plowing : What can hed * 


but melt an old droſſie Kirk, that he may bring out a new Brideo 
of the Fire again? Ithink Chriſt is juſt now reparing his Houl 
and exchanging his old Veſſels with new Veſlels, and is goit 
through this Land, and taking up an Inventar and a Roll of fom 
nie of Levi's Sons, and good profeſſors, that he may make the 
new Work'for the ſecond Temple : And whatſoever ſhall be foun 
not to be for the Work, ſhall be caſten over the Wall : When t 
Houſe ſhall be builded, he ſhall lay by his Hammers, as having 
mere to do with them: it is poſſible, he do worſe to them, than! 
them by: and I think, the Vengeance of the LORD,and the Vengea 
af his Temple ſhall be upen them: 1 deſire no more, but to ke 
Weight when I am paſt the Fire: & I can now in ſome weak meaſu 
give Chriſt a Teſtimonial of a lovelie and loving Companion, unele! 
Fuftering for him. I faw him before but afar off; his Beautie 
my Eye*s-ſfight grou eth: aFig, a Straw for ten World's plaiſte 
 Giorte, and foi childiſh Shadows; The Idol of Clay ( this Ge 
the Werld ) - that Fools fight for. If I had a Leaſe of Chriſt of f 
| own dateing ( for whoever once cometh nigh hand, and taket 
| heartie Look of. Chriſt's Inner fide, ſhall never wring nor wel 
: themſelves out of his Love-grips again) I would reſt co: tentec 
my Priſon, yea ina Priſon without Light of Sun or Candle, proviſo it, 
ing Chriſt and 1 had a Love-bed, not of mine, but of Chriſt Niet!“ 
doo making; that we might /ig together among the Lilies, till Main 
Day break and the Shadows flee away. Who knoweth how ſwedQſvuit 
5 Priuk of Chriſt's Love is ? O bur to live on Chriſt's Love Ie ip 
Kings Life! The worſt things of Chriſt, even that which ſeem lere 
; io be the Refuſe of Chriſt, his hard Croſs, his black Croſs, is whiſW%ouic 
| and fair: and the Crols receives a beautiful Luſire and a perfunſſÞ* is 
Smell from Jeſus. My dear Brother, ſcar no: at it. While ye Hbbere 
time to ſtand upon the Watch-rower, and to ſpeck, contend vH > 
this Land, plead with your Harlot- Mother, who hath been a.trea bond 
<10us Half-marrow to her Husband Jeſus; For L would think Lite 
tic ro preach one Day, the Root and Top of my Deſires, and wo End 
{cck Vo mote of the Bleſſings, that are to be had on this Side 10 
Time till ide over the Water ; but to ſpend this my crazed Cl Ing o 
kouſe in his Service and ſaving of Souls: But I hold my Peace the L 
cavte he hath dene it: my ſhallow andebb Thoughts are not dg 
| _ Com} 
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piſt. 124. WS . 187 
efar, far above me: Only I would conterd with Chriſt for his 


of his Love 3 for there is no more left to me. What ſtandeth 
yond the far end of my Sufterings, and what ſhall be the Event, 


adto's and ſro's in his Ways, which blind Bodies like us cannot 


nthat Corner to make you a New Kirk to himſelf : Chrift hith 
theleſs ado behind, when he hath refined you. Let me intreat you, 
My dearly Beloved, to be faſt ro Chriſt, My Witneſs is above, My 
ltareſt Brother, that ye have added much Jov to me in my Bonds, 
when I hear that ye grow in the Grace and Zeal of God for your 
Maſter. Our Miniſtry, whether by Preaching or Suffering, will caſt 
akerMWaSmell, through the World both of Heaven and Hell, 2 coy. 2. 15, 
16. Iperſwade you, My. dear Brother, there is nothing out of Hes 
ven next to Chriſt, :dearer to me, than my Miniſtry, and the worth 


jet lam content, for the Honour of my Lord, to ſurrender it back 


r 7 Wn DI VOLTA | 


ampaſs Chriſt ſaileth by: Tleave his Ways to himſelf, forthe) 
ore, and be bold to make 4 Plea with Jelus, my Lord, for a Heart” 
knoweth 3 and I hope, to my joy, ſhall make me know, when 
od ſhall unfold his Decrees concerning me, for there are windings 


This much for further acquaintance : So recommending you, 
hat is before you to the Grace of God, I reſt. 


Aberd, June 16. Your very loving Brother in his ſweet 
1637. : Tord Feſus, S. R. 
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7 Mr. WILLIAM DALGLEISH. 
| Reverend aud welbeleved Brother, 


Race, Mercy and Peace be unto you: I have heard ſomewhat of | 
your Trials in Galloway, I bleſs the Lord, who hath begun firſt 


fit, in my Eſtimation, is ſwelled, and paineth me exceedingly ; 


gain to the Lord of the Vineyard, let him do with me and it both, 
vat he thinketh good: I think my ſelf too little for him, and let 
me ſpeak to you, how kind a Fellow -priſoner is Chriſt to me! Re- 
lere me, this kind of croſs (that would not go by my Door, but 
would needs viſit me,) is ſtill the longer the more welcome to me. 
It 1s true, my ſilent Sabbaths have been and are ſtill G/efſie Ice, 
Whereon my Faith can ſcarce hold its Feet, and I am often blown on 
ty Back, and oft my Feet, with a Storm of Doubting, yet truly my 
bon6s. all this time caſt a mighty and rank Smell of high and deep 
Love in Chriſt; I cannot indeed fee through my crols to the far 
kad; yet I believe, I am in Chriſt's Books, and in his Decree 
not yet unfolded to me) a Man triumphing, dancing and fing- 
ug over on the other ſide of the Red- ſea, and laughing and praiſing 
tte Lamb, over beyond Time, Sorrow, Deprivation, Pre/ate's In- 
Gguation, Loſſes, Want of Friends and Death; Heayen is not a 

| Fowl 
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nes both within me and above me knoweth, and my pained 
, 3 n the Lord's-day at Night, my Defire to ene | 
awful, and amiable, and ſweet to that People, is now my Toy, and 
ir was my Deſire and Aim, to make Chriſt and them one; it Lſee my 
Hopes die in the Bud, ere the Bloom a little, and come to no Fruit, 
eich Grief. O e ſeek not an Account of the Violence 
one to me by my Brethren, whoſe Salvation 1 love and deſire: I 
ray, that they and I be not heardas contrary Parties, inthe Day of 
i: Compearance before our Judge, in that Proceſs led by them 
poainft my Miniftty, which I received from Chrift : Iknow, a little 
lach, and leſs than the third part of this Span-length and Hand- 
readth of Time, which is poſting away, will put me without the 
is oke, and above the Reach of either Brethren or Foes : And it is 
foul hort-laſting Injurie done to me, and to my Pains, in that Part of my 
del ord's Vineyard. O how filly an Advantage is my Deprivation to 
val ien, ſeing my Lord Jeſus hath many ways ta recover his own Loſſes, 
eme adl is irreſiſtible to compaſs his own glorious Ends, that his Lilie 
entry grow amongſt Thorns, and his little Kingdom exalt it ſeif, even 
ol nder the Sword and Spears of contrary Powers ! But, my dear Bre- 
Auer, go on in the Strength of his rich Grace, whom ye ſerve; ſtand 
Lone for Chriſt: Deliver the Goſpel off your hand, and your Mi- 
ppoiſtry to your Maſter, with a clean and undefiled Conſcience s Looſe | 
eretlMhot a pin of Chriſt's Tabernacle ; do not ſo much as pike with your 
1oudzil at one Board or Border of the Ark; have no Part or Dealing 
1 anon any Terms, in a Hoof, in a cloted Window, or in a bowing _ 
h Uh! your Knee, in caſting down of the Temple; but be, a mourning © 
could ſpeaking Witneſs againſt then, who now ruine Zion. Our 
s caſ]Maſter will be on us all, in a clap, ere ever we wit; that Day will 
awayMiiſcorer all our Whites & our Blacks, concerning this Controverſie 
air S of poor oppreſſed Zion: Let us make our ya of it good, that it 
e bee ay be able to abide the Fire, when Hay and Stubble ſhall be burnt 
onteMW» Ames: Nothing, nothing (. 1 fay, nothing) but ſound 
far NPanctification can abide the Lord's Fan ; I ſtand to my Teftimony, 
o hatt! preached often of Seot/and. Lamentation, Mcurning and Wo 


be 
) 


tren Mice thee, O Scotland: O Scotland, the fearful! Suarrelef a broken 
ze updivenant ſtandeth good with thy Lord, Now, remember my Love 
art aue ll Friends, and to my Pariſhoners, as if Inamed each one of them 
y SuffFarticulariie: I recommend you and God's People, committed b 


roclai 
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hriſt to your Truſt, to the rich Grace of our All- ſufficient Lord; 
emember my Bonds, Praiſe my Lord, who beareth me up in my 
offerings z As ye find Occaſien ( according to the Witdem given 
du) ſhew our Acquaintance, what the Lord hath done to my Soul, 
nis L leck not, verilie, to hunt my own Praiſe, but that my ſweeteſt 
u deareſt Maſter may be magnified in my Sufferings. Ireſt, 


nly as . ' | 
to th Aberd. June 17, Tour Brother in his ſweet Lord 
will ne 


at: 3 | 5 | | To 
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Ib MARION MeNAUGHT. 


Glace, Mercy and Peace be to you: few know the Heart of 
Stranger and Priſoner; I am in the Hands of mine Enemies; 
would, honeſt and lawful Means were eſſayed, for bringing k 
Home to my Charge, now when Mr. A. R. and Mr. H. R. are; 
ſtored. Ir concerneth you of Galloway moſt, to uſe Supplicatio 
and Addreſſes for this Purpoſe, & try if by fair means 1 can be broy 
back again: As for Libertie, without I be reftored to my Flock, 
is little to me, for my Silence is my greateſt Priſon; However ith 
I wait forthe Lord, Ihopenot torot in my Sufferings : Lord gi 
me Submiſſiontowatton ; my Heart is ſad, th:t my Days fl 
away, and Ido no Service to my Lord in his Houſe, now when | 
Harveſt and the Souls of periſhing People require it; but his W. 
are not like my Ways, neither eàn I find him out. O that he vo 
ſh ine upon my Darkneſs, and bring forth my Morning Light fre 
under the thick Cloud, that Men have ſpread over me ! Othatt 
Almighty would lay my Cauſe in a Ballance and weigh me, if x 
Soul was not taken up, when others were ſleeping, how to he 
= Chriſt betrothed with a Bride, in that part ofthe Land! but tl 
Day, that my Mouth was moft unjuſthe and cruellie cloſed, . 
Bloom fell off my Branches, and my Joy did caſt the Flower; ho 
beit J have been caſting my ſelf under Chriſt's Feet, and ureſtli 
to believe under a hidden and covered Lord; Let my faint 
cometh before I eat, and my Faith hath bowed with the fore C. 
and under this almoſt inſupportable Weight: O that it break nd 

I dare not ſay, that the Lord hath put out my Candle, andh 
caſten Water upon my poor Coal, and broken the Stakes of my 
bernacle: But I have taſted Bitterneſs and eaten Gall and Wor 
wood, ſince that Day my Maſter laid Bonds upon me to ſpeak 
more : I ſpeak not this, becauſe the Lord is uncouth to me, 
becauſe Beholders, that ſtand on Dry- land, ſee not my Sea-ftor 
The Witneſſes of my Croſs are but Strangers to my ſad Days { » 
Nights. O that Chriſt would let me alone, and ſpeak Love to N 
and come home to me, and bring Summer withhim! Othi 


A 


1 


might Preach his Beautie and Glorie, as once I did, before my c * 
Tent be removed to Darkneſs, and that I might lift Chriſt off M. * 
Ground, and my Branches might be watered with the Dew of Me 
and my Joy in his Work might grow green again, and bud, and That 
out a Flower! But I am but a ſhort. ſighted Creature, and IF c. 1 
"Candle caſteth not Light afar off: e knoweth all that is don 20 M 
me, how that when I had but one Joy and no more, and one gt 15 


Flower, that Ieſteemed to be my Garland, he came in one Hour em, 


—_— — <a RE — . — eee 


up my Flower at the Root, and took away mine onlie Eye, and 
ine onlie one Crown and Garland : What can I ſay? Surelie my 
ultineſs has been remembered before him, and he was ſeeking to 
le down my Sails, and to land the Flower of my Delights, and to 
ir lic on the Goaſt, like an old broken Ship, that is no more for 
e Sea: But! praiſe him for this wailed Stroke; I welcome this 
nace, God's Wiſdom made choice of it for me, and it muſt be 
heczuſe it was his choice. O that I may wait for him till the 
oming of this benighted Kirk break out This poor affjiced 
had a fair Morning; but her Night came upon her before her 
hon-day, and ſhe was like a Traveller, forced to take Houſe in the 
ming of hisJournie: Andnow herAdverſaries are the chief Men in 
Land, her Ways mourn, her Gates languiſh, her Shildren ſigk 
(Bread, and there is none to be inſtant with the Lord, that * 
ud come again to his Houſe, and drie the Face of his weeping 
uſe, and comfort Zion's Mourners, who are waiting for him: I 
„ow, he ſhall make Corn to grow upon the top of his withered 
lount Zien again. Remember my Bonds, and forget me not: Oh 
it my Lord would bring me again amongſt you, with Abundance 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ' But O that I may ſet down my Deſires, where 
y Lord bidde th me ! Remember my Love in the Lord to your Huf- 
ind, God make him faithful to Chriſt 3 and my Bleſſing to your 
tee Children, Faint not in Prayer for this Kirk: Deſire my Peo- 
enot to receive a Stranger, and Intruder upon my Miniftrie : let 
ge ſtand in that Right and Station, that my Lord Jeſus gave me. 


8 


" ire, grace be with you. 

r; ho Aberd. 1637. ; Tours in his ſweet Lord 
reſil1 N | and Maſter, S. R. 

faint | | 2 8 
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ſpeak - * | 1 
3 At Riſco. 
-ftor | 8 
Days Dear Brother, 
ve to „ | . | . | 
OthWrameflic deſire to know the Caſe of your Soul, and to unſterſtand, 
CM) IP that ye have made ſure Work of Heaven and Salvation. 1. Re- 
19 ember, Salvation is one of Chriſt's Dainties he giveth but to a 
WO iT That it is violent ſweating and ſtriving that raketh Heaven. 
and That it coſt Chriſt Blood to purchaſe that Houſe to Sinners, and 
ö = pe: Mankind down, as the King's free Tennants and Free-holders, 
15 COU, That many make a Start toward Heaven, who fall on their Back, & 
| one pn not up to the Top of the Mount, it plucketh Heart and Legs from 
Hou item, and they fit down and give it over, becauſe the Devil A e 
*. | . a1Wwecet 
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Jadas did; and wiſh and deſire the End of the righteous, a; 3 


wbitherſeever thou geeſt, as the Man who offered to be Chiift'ss 
vant, Matth. 8. and may taſte of the Vertues of the Life to co 


of the good Word of God, as the Apeflates who fin againſt the He 


we ſhould try our ſelves, and net reſt till we be a Step nearer Chi 


and then your Evening, and at laſt Night, when ye cannot ſe 


| ſhall ye be, to have a joyful Welcome of your Lord at Night! 


his great Name, for what ye poſlefs in Gaods and Children, Eaſe 


to you, in all things ng have the Flower of your Keart & yÞ 
Lovezſet a low Price upon all 
Thoughts Clay and Ditr, that will not comfort you, when ye 


a ſweet ſmelled Flower to their Noſe ( this fait busked World 
wherewith they are bewitched, and ſo forget or refuſe to go { 
ward. 5. Remember, manie go far on, and reform manie thin 
and can find Tears as Eſas did; and ſuffer Hunger for Truth, 


laam did; and profeſs fair and fight for the Lord, as San“ did 
and deſire the Saints of God to pray for them, as Pharaoh and gin 
Magus did; and propheſie and ſpeak of Chriſt, as C aD, di 
and walk ſoftlie and mourn for Fear of Judgment, as Ahab did; x 
put away groſs Sins and Idolatrie, as Jeha did; and hear the We 
of God gladlie, and reform their Life in manie things according 
the Word, as Hered did; and ſay, Maſter, to Chriſt, I will foilewt 


Re 
and be Partaker of the wonderful Gifts of the Holie Spirit, and t. 


Ghoſt, Heb. 6. and yet all theſe are but like Gold in Clink and( 


tour, and watered Braſs and baſe Mettal. Theſe are written, tl uu 


elf: 
Jar.ys 
ean! 
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than Sun burt and withering Profeſſors can come. 6. Conſider 
is impoſſible that your Idol fins & ye can go to Heaven together 
that they, who will not part with theſe, can indeed love Chriſt at 
Bottom; but onlie in Word and Shew: which will not do the 
fineſs. 7. Remember how ſwiftlie God's Poſt, Time, fleeth ay 
and that your Forenoon is alreadie ſpent, your Afternoon will co 


work; let your Heart be ſet upon finiſhing of your Journie, 
ſumming and laying your Accounts with your Lord. O ho ble 


bleſſed are hey, who in Time take ſure courſe with their Soul! B 


Worldlie Contentment, that he hath given yeu; and ſeek td 
like Chriſt, in Humilitie and Lowlinefs of mind, and be not great 

int ire with the World: make it not your God nor your Lover, t 
ye truſt unto, for it will deceive you: I recommend Chriſt & hisL 


hings but Chriſt,avd crie down in y 2 


Summonds to remove, and compear before your Judge, to nl; - 
for all the Deeds done in the Bodie. The Lord give you Wildonii * 
all things : 1 beſeech you ſanctifie God in your ſpeaking, for H.! 
lie and Reverend is his Name: and be temperate and ſober ; C 5 14 
panionry ( ag it is called) is a Sin, that holdeth Men out g. 
Heaven. I will not believe, that ye will receive the Miniſtrie .. 
Stranger, who will preach a new and uncouth Doctrine to you: 1 
my Salvation ſtand for it, if 1 delivered not the plain aud wii hs 
Counſel of God to you in his Word. Read this Letter to your W 15 
and remember my Leye to her, and requeſt her to take heed 18 5 


1 


the \ 
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lurite to you : I pray for you and yours. Remember me in 


payers to our Lord, that he would be pleaſed to ſend me amongſt 
gain. Grace be with you. . | 


Aberd. 1637. | Tear lawful and lovin 
| Paflor, S. K. 
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7, Mr. HUGH HENDERSON. 


ilewt | | 

=y Reverend and dear Brother, 

0 co : | | | 

and t Ho knoweth, but the Wind may turn into the Weſt again, 


upon Ghriſt and his deſolate Bride in this Land? And that 
Chriſt may get his Summer by Courſe again; for he hath 


en Weather this long Time, and could not find Law or Juſtice for 
Ch eit and his Truth theſe manie years. 1 am ſure, the Wheels of 
der (crazed and broken Kirk run all upon no other Axel-tree, nor is 
ther, Ml, nic other to roll them, and cogge them, and drive them, but 
iſt at WM wiſdom and good Pleaſure ot our Lord; And it were a juſt 


t and glorious, of never ſleeping Providence, to bring our 
irens Darts, they have ſhot at us, back upon their own 


ill 3 4: Suppoſe they have two Strings: to their Bow, and can 
or 1c: one as another faileth them, yet there are mo than three Strings 
© Wrou Lord's Bow 3 and befides, he cannot miſs the White that 


booteth at. I know, he ſhuffleth up and down in his Hand the 
x Bodie of Heaven and Earth, and that Kirk and Common- 
lth are in his Hand. like a Stock of Cards, and that he dealeth 
lay to the Montners in Zion, and theſe that ſay, Ly down, that. | 
nge 87/47 your, at his own Soveraign pleaſure : And J am ſure, "1 


P 15 Advciiiries, in this play, ſhall not take up their own Stakes il 
iel n, O how ſxeet a thing is it to truſt in him! When Chriſt | i 
K ſkeped out his Sleep (if Tmay ſpeak ſo of him, who is the | 

* Wh 19:7: of Iſrael, that neither ſlumbereth nor ſlcepeth ) and his 


Ke tried. he will ariſe as a ſtrong Man after Wine, and make | 

lis Holie Arm, and put on Vengeance as a Cloak, and lj 

don engeance thick and double amongſt the Haters of Zion. -It £8 
be, we ſee him ſow, and ſend down Maledictions and Venge- - 

s, as thick as Drops of Rain or Hail, upon his Enemies: For 

| dull Leid oweth them a black Day, and he uſeth duelie to pa his 

\. Ws: neither his Friends and Followers, nor his Foes and Ad- 

mies ſhall have it to ſay, that he is not faithful and exact in 

ing his Word. I know no Bar in God's way, but Scotland's 


ut : Iltineſs, and he can come over that Impediment, and break that 
ed tc af, and then ſay to guiltie Scetland, as he ſaid Exek. 36. Nee | 


wr ſakes, &c. On-waiting had ever yet a bleſſed Iſſue, and to 
With Word of God's Patience keepeth Kill the Saints drie = — 
| | | | I NEVER" ater; 


—— 


D Il. Nabe Fri. i. 


Water, cold in the Fire, and breathing and Blood-hot in the G6; Wins ( 


What are Priſons of Iron- walls and Gates of Braſs to Chriſt z Mio ſel 
ſo good as Feal-dikes, Fortifications of Straw, or old tote Ine ue: 
Walls : if he give the Word, then Chains will fall off the x M50u!s 
and Legs of his Priſoners, God be thanked, that our Lord jMukot! 
hath the Tutouring of King and Court and Noblgs, and that he Wepa't 

dtrie the Gntters, and the Mixes in Zion, and lay Cauſeys to s Job 
Temple with the Carcafes of Baftard Lerd Prelates and 183510: 
ſhepherds : The Corn on the Houſe-tops got never the Eushali of ' 
man's Prayers, and fo is ſeen on it, for it filleth not the hand bi 
Mowers. Chriſt and Truth and Innocencie worketh even ebe 


the Earth; and verilie there is Hope for the righteous : We ſee Mihid mi 


whatConcluſions paſs in Heaven anent all the Affairs of God's Hochriſt 
we need not give Hire to God to take Vengeance of his EnemiMCvili 
for Juſtice worketh without Hire. O that the Seed of Hope v 
_- grow again and come to Maturity! And that we could import ; Ship] 
Chriſt, and double ourKnocks at his Gate, and caſt our Ciies D 
Shouts over the Wall, that he might come out, and make our Feet, 
ruſalem the Praiſe of the whole Earth, and give us Salvation ue, 4 

Walls and Bulwarks | If Chriſt bud, and grow green, and blo of 
| and bear Seed again, in Scotland, and his Father ſend him two WW" 13) 
N mers again in one year, and bleſs his Cropt; O what cauſe ip ſe 0 
3 we, torcjayce in the free Salvation of our Lord, and to ſet up fell, 


Banners in the Name of our God! O that he would haſten 
Confuſion of the leprous Strampet, the Mother and Miſtreſs of 
minations in the Earth, and take graven Images out of the Way, 
come in with the Fews, in Troops, and agree with his old ou 


ting 
zadth 
Prif 
vin, | 


. and forſaken Wife, and take them in again to his Bed of Lo Co 
il Grace be with you. | RE 
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To the Lady LARGIRIE. . 
Mi irn Ss: 1 = ; a 


Race, Mercy and peace be to you: I exhort you in the 
to go on in your Journey to Heaven, and to be content of 
Fare by the Way, as Chrift and his Followers have had befcte) 
„ for they had always the Wind on their Faces, and our Lord hat 
. changed the Way to us, for our Eaſe; but will have us follo 

; our {weet Guide. Alas how doth Sin clog us, in our Journey, e 
retard us: What fools are we to have a by-good, or another Lily; 
ox Match to our Souls, beſide Chriſt? It were beſt for us, * ty 


* = - - — - 
gn doen eons — ͤ—U—ö—ñ—U—— as 


| — | | — **—. — . . 
0 RS, —_— 8 * 2 ' gg hen, | 
ns (who are beſt heard at home,) to ſeek ovrown Home, 


Ito ſel} our Hopes of this little Clay Inns and Idol of the Earth, 
ewe are neither well Fammered, nor well Vintered. Oh that 


the a M5ouls would fall ſo at edges with the Love of this World, as to 
ord 1 of it, as a Traveller doth of a Drink of Water, which is not 
rar he Nepart of his Treaſure, but goeth away with the uſing 3 for ten 
to Wis ſourney maketh that Drink to him as nothing! O that we 
nd ss ſoon done with this World, and could as quicklie diſpatch the 
Zusbzleofit! But as a Child cannot hold two Apples in his little 
e han Wd, but the one putteth the other out of its room; 10 neither 
en us: be Maſters and Lords of two Loves; Bleſſed were we, if we 
Ve fre id make our ſelves Maſters of that invaluable Treaſure, the Love, 
irift , or rather, ſuffer our ſelves to be maſtered and ſubdued 


Chriſt's Love, ſo as Chriſt were our All things, and all other 


nemi | : 
pe - pos out Nethings and the Refuſe of ou: Delights. O let us be readie 
por (hipping againſt the Time our Lord's Wind and Tide call for 
dies Death is the laſt Thief, that ſhall come without Din or Noiſe 


Feet, and take our Souls away, and we ſhall take our Leave at 
ne, and face Eternitie, and our Lord ſhall lay together the two 


d blos of this earthlie Tabernacle, and fold us and lay us by, as a 
two n layeth by Clothes at Night, and put the one half of us in an | 
uſe Miſc of Clay, the dark Grave, and the other half of us in Heaven _. {| 
et un nell. Seek to be found of your Lord in Peace, and gather in your '% 
aſten ting, and put your Seul in Order, for Chriftwill not give a Nail- 
Sof Aedth of Time to our little Sand-glaſs. pray for Zien, and for me 
Way, ?rifoner, that he would be pleaſed to bring me amongſt you 


in, full of Chriſt, and fraughted and loaden with the Bleſſing of 
pCoſpel, Grace, grace be with you. | | 5 


Hberd. 1637. Tri hi enly Lord and 
= a er, . . 


I EARLESTOUN Tourer. 


Worthy and dearly beloved in the Lord, - 


Race, Mercy and Peace be vnto you: I long to hear from you; 
ltemain ftill a Priſoner of Hope, and do think it Service to the 
ud, to wait on ſtill with Submiflion, till the Lord's Morning-skie 
ak, and his Summer-day dawn: for I am perſwaded, it is a 


ore lice of the chief Errand of our Life, that God ſent us, for ſome 
hath, down to this Earth, among Devils and Men, the Fire-brands {|} 
olloßß ae Devil, and Temptations, that we might ſuffer for a time here 
de: vongſt our Enemies; otherwiſe he might have made Heaven 


ait on us, at our 3 of the Womb, and have carried uns 
aue to our Countrey, without letting us ſet down our Feet in this 
| 15 5 knottie 
[ 
i 


| — 
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-  knottie and thornie Life; but ſeing a Piece of Suftering iSCarye, 


to every one of us, leſs or more, as infinite Wiſdom hath thou h 
good, our part is to harden and habituate our ſoft and thin - scinnec 


7 roud 
D how 


Nature, to endure Fire and Water, Deviis, Lions, Men, Loſſes 5 
Wo-hearts, as theſe that are looked upon by God, Angels, hie 2 
and Devils. O what Folly is it, to fit down and weep upon a Deere, nd wi 


of God, that is both dumb and deaf at our Tears, and muſt ſtin 
ſtill as unmoveable as God who made it; for who can comebehin; 


hoſa 


Pg - 
" 2, — — 
— 
8 — 2 
- 


| | htin 
| our Lord, to alter or better what he hath decreed and done! It wen 10 th 
better to make Windows in our Priſon, and to look out to God andi m 
is our Countrey Heaven. and to cry like fettered Men, who long force 


the King's free Air, Lord. let thy Kingdom come: O let the Bride 
groom come! And O day. O fan day. O everlaſting Summer do 
damn ana ſpine ont, break out from under the black Skie and shine! l 
am perſwaded, if everie Day, a little Stone in the Priſon Walls eie 
broken, and thereby Aſſurance given to the chained priſoner, h 
ing under twenty Stone of Irons upon Arms and Legs, that at 
length his Chain ſhould wear in two Pieces, and a Hole ſhould be 
made at length, às wide as he might come ſafely out to his long 
deſired Libertie; he would in patience wait on, till Time ſhould 
hole the Priſon Wall and break his Ehains : The Lord's hopeful 
Priſoners under their Trials are in tha: Cafe: Years and Moneth 
will take out now one little Stone, then another, of this Houſe of 
Clay, and at length Time ſhall win out the Breadth of a fair Door 
and ſend out the impriſoned Soul to the face Air in Heaven, and 
Time ſha)! file off, by little and little, our Iron-bolts, which are no 
i on Legs and Arms, and out-date, and wear our Trouble Threed-bareMin i 
and Hollie, and then wear them to nothing: For what I ſuffered 
yeſterday, I know, ſhall never come again to trouble me. O that 
we could breathe out new Hope, and new Submiſſion everieday, i 
0 Chriſt's Lap! For certainlie, a Weight of Glorlie well weighed 
j [* yea increaſing to a far more exceeding and eternal Weight] ma . 
| recompence both Weight and Length of light and clipped and ſhort I 


: nd tO 
ed, Al 
rep 5 
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old, 
ſol 


| dated Crofles, Our Waters are but Ebb, and come neither to our 
Chin, not to the topping of our Breath, I may ſee, [ if I would 
borrow Eyes from Chriſt, } Dry-land, and that near: Why then 
ſhould we not laugh at Advetfitie, and ſcorn our ſhort-born, and 
ſoon-dying Temptations : I rejoyce, inthe Hope ot that Glotiets 
be revealed, for it is no uncertain Glory we look for; our Hope is 
not hung upon ſuch an untwifted Threed, as, Timagine ſo, or, it i 
likely ; but the Cable, the ſtrong Tow of out faſtned Anchor, is 
the Oath and the Promiſe of him, who is Eternal Verity ; our Sal 
vation is faſtened with God's own Hand, and with Chriſt's ov! 
Strength, to the ſtrong Steep of God's unchangeable Nature, Mal. 3 
6. I am the Lord, I change net, and therefore ye Sons of Jacob aren 
sonſumed + We may play, and dance, and leap upon our worthit 
and immoveable Rock : the Ground is ſure and good, and vil 
bide Hell's Brangling, and Devils Brangling, and the World's A 
ſaults. Oh if our Faith could ride it out, againſt the high — 

2 5 | . . proud 
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Winds and Waves, when our Sea ſeemeth all to be on Fire! 


Ve 1 ud ; 8 

uph 3 oft do L let wy Grips go! I am put to ſwiming and half- 
nne king: 1 find the Devil hath the Advantage of the Ground, in 
oſſesM1i5Battel, for he fighteth in known Ground, in our corrupt Na- 
Med ue: Alas ! thatis a Friend near of Kin and Blood to himſelf, 


ecred cd will not fail to fall foul upon us: And hence it is, that he, 


ſtand ſaveth to the uttermaſt, and, leadeth many Sens to Glory, is ſtill 
thing jghting my Salyation, and twenty tines a day I rave! my Heaven, 
weten then 1 muſt come with my ill ravelled werk to Chriſt, to cumber 
d and m (as it _— to right it, and to ſeek again the right End ofithe 
g fo rbreed, and to fold up again my eternal Glory with his own Hand, 
3110 udto give a right Caſt of his holie and gracious Hand to my mar- 
del, 20d ſpilt Salvatiore Certainlie, it is a cumberſome thing, to 
e! erp a fooliſn Child from Falls and broken Brows, and weeping for 


wand that Toy, and raſh running, and Sickneſs, and Bairns 


> were 
1 H. ieaſes; ere he win through them all, and win out of the Mires, 
at Ae coſteth meikle black Cumber, and Faſhrie to his Keepers: And 
Id be eis a Believer a cumberſome piece of work, and an ill vavelled 
Jonge ( as we ufe to ſay) to Chriſt : But God bethanked, for 
hould ie ſpilt Salvations, and manie ill ravelled Heſps, hath Chriſt 
pefulMhended, fince firſt he entred Tutour to loft Mankind. O what could 
neths e, Bairns, do without him ! how ſoon would we mar all! But 
uſe affe leis of our Weight be upon our own feeble Legs, and the more 
Door nt we be on Chrift, the ſtrong Pock, the better for us ; It is 
aud Nod for us, that ever Chriſt took the Cumber of us: it is our Hea- 
e none, to lay manie Weights, and Burdens upon Chriſt, and to make 
. bart m all we have, Root, and Top, Beginaing and Ending of our 


ration: Lord hold us here. Now to this Tutour, and rich 
id, recommend you; hold faſt till he come, and remember his 


ffered 
) that 


700 loner. Grace, grace be with you. 
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Þ Mr. WILLIAM DALGLEISH. 


Reverend and dear Brother, 


— 


\ace, Mercy and peace be unto you: I received your Letter: I 


S OV 

Mal. oicts our High and only Wiſe Lord, who hath broken the Snare 
are noi Men had laid for you 3 and I hope, that new he ſhall keep 
vorthiGoin bis Houſe, in D-{pite of the Powers of Hell Wund knoweth, 
nd wilt the streets of oui Jeraſalem ſhall yet be filled with young dien, 


d's A 
gh and 
proud 


M with oid Men, and Boys, and Women with Child, and that 
ley ſhall plant Vines in the Mountains of S. maria 71 am mee 
| the 
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and infinite Wiſdom of our only wiſe Lord. I am here waitir 


hot Furnace, but Irejoyce in this, that fair Truth, beautiful Tru 
[ whoſe Glorie my Lord cleareth to me more and more ] beate 
me companie, and that my weak Aims to Honour my Maſter, 
bringing Gueſts to his Houle, now ſwell upon me in Comforts, a 
that I amnot afraid to want a Witneſs in Heaven, that it was n 


bring me back again to the People, to whom I have Chriſt's Rig] 


of this Clay-tent of the Earth, and the laft pickle of Sand ſhall þ 


up my Deſires tor Chriſt, that IJ have ſent out to the feckleſs CreW'9! 
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the Wheels, paces and Motions of this poor Church, are rempen 
and ruled, not as Men would, but according to the good Pleaſi 


Hope, that my Innocency, in this Honourable Cauſe, ſhall melrt! 
Cloud, that Men have caſten over me. I know, my Lord had 
own Quarrels againſt me, and that my Droſs ſtood in need oft 


Joy, to have a Crown put upon Chriſt's Head, in that Countrie. 
what Joy would 1 have to fee the Wind turn upon the Enemies Hero 
the Croſs of Chriſt, and to ſee my Lord Jeſus reſtored with t 
voice ofPraiſe to his own free Throne again, & to be brought among 
you, to ſee the Beauty of the Lord's Houſe ! I hope, that Coy 


trie will not be ſo filly, as to ſuffer Men to pluck you away fro Hime 


them, and that ye will uſe means to keep my Place emptie, and t 


aud his Churches lawful Calling. Dear Brother, let Chriſt be dear 
and dearer to you, let the Conqueſt of Souls be Top and Rod 
Flower and Bloom of your Joys and Deſires, in this fide of zun a 
Moon : and in the Day, when the Lord ſhall pull up the four Stalk 


at the nicł of falling down in your Watch-glaſs, and the Maſter f 
call the Servants of the Vineyard to give them their Hire ; ye wi 
eſteem the Bloom of this World's Glorie like the Colours ofthe Rail 
bow, thatno Man can-put in his Purſe and Treaſure : Your L 
bours and Pains ſhall then ſmile upon you. My Lord now haf al 
given me Experience [ howbest weak and ſmall ] that our be 
Fare here is Hunger ; We are but at God's By«board, in this low" 
Houſe, we have cauſe to long for Supper-time, and the High- tab 
up in the High- place; This World deſerveth nothing but the UN" be 
ter-court of our Soul: Lord haſten the Marriage Supper oft 
Lamb. I find it ill Peace to give up with this preſent Wolld, 
with an old decourted and caſt off Lover: My Bread and Drink WW": 
it, is not ſo much worth, that I ſhould not loath the Inas, and pad wa 


j 
: 


tures in it. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd, 1637. Teur affectionate Brother and (hriii e 
; Priſoner, S. R. 
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Race, Mercy and Peace be to you 2 I long to hear how yeur 
Soul profpereth : I have that confidence, that your Soul 
mindeth Chriſt and Salvation: I beſeech you in the Lord; 
emore Pains and Diligence to fetch Heaven, than the Countrey- 
rt of lazie Profeſſors; who think their own Faith and their own 
zodlineſs, becauſe it is their own, beſt ; And content themielves 
th a cold-rife Cuſtom and Courſe, with a Reſolution to ſummer - 
ud winter in that ſort of Profeſſion, that the Multitude and the 
mes favour moſt, and are ſtill haping and clipping and carving 
ir Faith, according as it may beſt ſtand with their Summer Sun 
ud a whole Skin, and ſo breathe out both Hot and Cold in Gop's 


Rig atters, according to the courſe of the Times: This is their 
R ompaſs they ſail reward Heaven by, inſtead of a better. Worthy 
zun arid dear Sir, ſeparate yout ſelf from ſuch, and bend your ſelf, to 


teutmoſt of your Strength and Breath, in running faſt for Salvati- 
mn: And in taking Chriſt's Kingdom, uſe Violence: It coſt 
iſt and all his Followers ſharp Showers and hot Sweats, ere they 


er ſhi IS Al 
ye wilfſ"n0 the Top of the Mountain: But ſtill our ſoft Nature would 
© Rave Heaven coming to our Bed-ſide, when we are ſleeping, and ly- 
ur Li donn with us, that we might go to Heaven in warm clothes; 


ow had er all that came there found wet Feet by the Way, and ſharp Storms, 


bur be lat did take the Hide off their Face, and found To's and Fro's and 
is lou orn's, and manie Enemies by the Way. It is impoſſible, a Man 
h. tab n take his Luſts to Heaven with him; ſuch Wares as theſe will 


the uſt be welcome there. O how loth are ve to forgo our Packalds 
of ti Burdens, that hinder us to run our Race with patience! It is 
11d, Wo ſmall Work to dspleaſe and anger Nature, that we may pleaſe 
Drink Wov. O if it be hard to win one Foot or half an Inch, out of our 


rn Will, our own Wit, out of our own Eaſe and worldlie Luſts! and 

pto Denie our ſelf, and to ſay, It is not I but Chriſt. not Ibat Grace, © 

I but GOD's Glory, not I but GOD's Love cenſtraining me, not I 

it the LORD's Word, not 1 but Chriſt's commanding Power 4s King 

me! Owhar Pains, and what a Death is it to Nature, to turn 

emy Self my Luſt, ny Eaſe, my credit, over in my LORD, my Saviour, 

King, and my GOD, my LORD's Pill, my LORD 5s Grace! But 

las! that Idol, that whoriſh Crearure,- my ſelf, is the Maſter- 

(ol we all bow to: What made Evah miicartie ? and what 

urtied her headlong upon the forbidden Fruit, but that wretched 

ling, her ſelf 2 What drew that Brother-murderer to kill Abe? 

fat wild himſelf, What drove the old World on to corrupt their 

ys? Who but themſelves, and their own Pleaſure ? What was 
e | the 


nd pat 
15 Cle 


4 Chrift 
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the cauſe of Solomon's falling into Idolatrie, and multiplying 
ſtrange Wives? What but himſelf, whom he would rather plea 
than Gob 2} What was the Hook that took David, and ſnared h 
firſt in Adulterie, but his ſe/f-lzſ?; and then in Mutther, but 
ſelf-cyedit and ſelf-heononwr ? What led Peter on to denie his Lo 
Was it not a Piece of himſelf, and ſelſ-love to a whole Skin? W 
made Judas ſell his Maſter for Thirty Pieces of Money, but a pi 
of ſelf love, idolizing of aværitious ſelf? What made Demas te 
off the Way of the Goſpel, to embrace this preſent World? ey 
ſelf-love, and love ef Gain for himſelf : Everie Man blameth 
Devil for his Sins, bur tne great Devil, the Houſe-devil of eye 
Man, the Houſe- devil that eateth and lieth in everie Man's Boſo 
is that Idol that killeth all, himſelf. O bleſſed are they, who 
denie themſelves, and put Chrift in the Room of themſelves ! 
would to the Lok, Ihadnotamy Self, but Chrift ; nora wy 
but Chriſt, nor a my Eaſe, but Chriſt ; nor a my Honour, 
Chriſt ! O ſweet Word, Gal. 2. 20. I live no mere, but Ci 
liveth in me! O if everie one would put away himſelf, his own $ 
his own Eaſe,his ewn Pleaſkre,his ewn Credit, and his own ty 
things, his own hundred things, that he ſetteth up as Idels ab 
Chriſt ! ' Dear Sir, I know ye will be looking back to your old 
and to your ſelſluſt and ſel idol, that ye ſet up in the Luft 
Youth, above Chriſt. Worthy Sir, Pardon this my Freedom 
Love: Go is my Witneſs, that it is out of an earneſt Deſire 
ter your Soul's eternal Welfare, that I uſe this Freedom of Spes 
Your Sun I know is lower, and your Evening-skie and Sun-ſer little 
nearer, than when I ſaw you laſt : Strive to end your Task beMſkyezc 
Night, and to make Chtiſt your ſelf, and to acquaint yout e Tc 
and your Heart with the Loy : Stand now by Ghrift and his Tu of 
when ſo manie fall foullie and are falſe to him, I hope, ye 
him and his Truth, let me have Power with you to confirm yg 
him. I think more of my Lord's ſweet croſs, than of a crow 
Gold, and a free Kingdom lying to it. Sir, Iremember you ii ye! 
Prayers to the Lond, or | to my Promiſe : Help me with Why if 
Prayers, that our Log would be pleated to bring me amongſiſ 
again, with the Goſpel of Chriſt: Grace. grace be with you. Whetc 
| Aberd. 1637. | Tours in his ſweetef ! 
| | and Maſter, S. Nent 
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 Dearly beloved in our Lord, | Nat 

. Glace. Mercy and Peace be to you 2 I long exceedinglieto : 


of the Calc ot your Soul, which hath a large Share both 
| Ft 
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thus Treaſure and Prize is upon this ſhort Play, that ye are now up- 
even the Eternitie of Well or Wo ts your Soul, ſtandeth upon 
little Point of your ill or well employed ſhort and ſwift poſting 


is much Bounds as would cover the higheſt Heavens round about, 
not buy it: To live as others do, and to be free of open Sins, 
4 the World crieth Shame upon, will not bring you to Hea- 


vn you and Heaven, will not lead you one Foot or one Inch above 
demned Nature: And therefore take Pains pon ſeeking of 


ito know, till Experience teach y ou, how dangerous a Time 


on Ich, and Sinning againſt Light will put out yo. r Cind:e, and 
tw ie your Conſcience, and bring upon it moe Coverings and Skin, 
s ab ess Feeling and Senſe of Guiltineſs ; and when that is done, 
old beril is like a mad Horſe. that hath broken the Bridle, and run- 
Lult avay with his Rider, whither heliſteth. Learn to know that 


don the Apoſtle knew, the deceitfuleſs of Sin: ſtrive to make 


eſire her, and 3 and Holie Companie, and Hole Conference, 
Spee Delight 3 an r 
net little ſmell the Sweetneſs of Chriſt, till at length your Soul be 


ebe nead and Ears in Chriſt's Sweetnefs : then ſhall ye be taken up 


ut e rop of the Mountain with the Lonp, to know the Ravifl- 
is TW; of ſpiritual Love, and the Glorie and Excellencie of a ſeen, 
, ve Wed, felt and embraced Chriſt: and then ye ſhall not be able 
tm y oe your ſelf oft Chriſt, and to bind your Soul to old Lovers: 
cron and never till then, are all the Paces, Motions, Walkings 
you infWWheels of your Soul in a Right Tune, and in a ſpiritual Tem- 
with Wh if this World and the Luſts thereof be your Delight, I know 


ongtWMyhat Chriſt can make of you; ye cannot be Mettal to be a 


you. of Glorie and Mercie. As the Loxp liveth, Thouſand Thou- 
eetet ue beguiled with Securitie, becauſe Gov and Wrath, and 
„ 5. rent is not terrible to them: ſtand in awe of Gop, and of 
anings of a checking and rebuking @onſcience : make o- 
v ſee Chriſt in you meving, doing, ſpeaking and thinking; 
tions will ſmell of him, if he be in you: there is an In- 


uds Birds to build their Neſts and bring up their Young, and 
ch and ſuch Places as Woods, Forreſts and Wilderneſſes 
than other Places: The Inſtinct of Nature maketh a Man, 


nglieto ks as to love your Countrey above, to ſigh to be clothed 
> bothe L N with 
Ivy 


lers and careful Thoughts. Sir, Remember, that a pre- 


Aa- glaſs: Seek the Lox, while he may be found: the Lon 
eth upon you: Your Soul is of no little Price: Gold nor Silver, 


64 as much Civilitie and Countrey-diſcretion, as would lie be- 


tion, and give your Will, Wit, Homour, the green Deſires of 
abs Pleaſures, off your Hand to Chriſt. It is not poſſible for 


wh is : it is like green and wet Timber; when Chriſt caſteth 
on it, it taketh not Fire : There is need here -f more than 
rie Pains ; for Corrupt Nature hath a good Back Friena of 


when Delight cometh in, ye ſhall by little 


inthe new born Babes of Ehriſt, like the Inſtin& of Nature, 


lis Mother-comntrey, above all Countries: The Inſtin& of 
Nature, and ſupernatural Grace, will lead you to ſuch and 


202 Mr. Rutherforrd's Epif 134 
with your Houſe net made'witlr Hands, and to call your borrows i 
Priſon here below, a borrowed Friſon, and to look upon it Setran 
like, and kilgrim-like: And the Pilgrim's Eye and Look is 
diſdainful- like diſcontented-caft of his Eye, his Heart ctyiuga | 
his Eye, Fy, fy, this is not like my conntry. I recommend to yol 
the mending of a Hole, and reforming of a Falling, one or other 
everie Week, and put off a Sin or a Piece of it, as of Anger, Wrath 
Luft, Intemperance, everie Day, that ye may more ealilie Mage 
the Remnant of your Corruption. Gon hath given you a Wi 
love her, and let her Breaſts ſatisfie you 3 and for the Loxy's fal 
drink no Waters but out of your own Ciſtern; ſtrange Wells ar 
Poiſon. Strive to learn ſome new Way againſt your Corruption 
from the Man of Gop, M. W. D. or other Servants of Gop: flee; 
not ſound till ye find yourſelf in that caſe, chat ye dare look Deatl 
in the Face, and durſt hazard your Soul upon Eternitie, I am ſure 
manie Ells and Inches of the ſhort Threed of your Life are bt 
Hand, ſince I ſaw you and that Threed hath an End, and ye hay 
no Hands to caſt a Knor, and add one Day or a Finger-breadt tot 
End of it: When Hearing, and Seeing, and the outer Walls 0 
the clay-heuſe ſhall fall down, and Life ſha'l render the Bekege 
Caſtle of Clay to Death, and Judgment, and ye find your Tim 
worn ebb and run out, what Thoughts will ye then have of 14, 
pleaſures, that poſſiblie are now ſweet ! What Bad or Hire vou 
ye then give for the Loxy's Favour ? And what a Price would y 
then give for Pardon? . It were not amiſs to think, What if I wr 
to receive a Doom, and te enter inte 4 Furndce of Fire and Brin 
ſtone 3 What if it cone to this, that I ſhall heave no Portion, bi 


Au, 
ut 
lake 
kſe wi 
ue 0% 
be d 
e, th 


Nour, 


utter Darkneſs? And what if I be brought to this, to be Baniſh4 and 
from the Preſenct of GOD. and to be given over to GOD's Cerjeantii mpet 
the Devil, and the Power of the Second Death ? Put yout Soul, H Le 


1 in ſuch a caſe, and conſider, what Hetrour would tal it anc 


hold of you, and what then ye would eſteem of pleaſing your ſe this 
in the courſe of Sin! O dear Sir, for the Loxp's ſake, awake Ng 1d 
live Righteouſlie, and love your poor Soil. and after ye have ſeſ for 
this my Letter, ſay with your ſelf, The LORD will ſeek an Acciant Mice, 
bis Warning, I have received. Lodge Cnriſt in your Familie. Tho 
ceive no Siranger Hireling as your Paſtor, I bleſs your Childteſ and! 
Grace be with you. | In, an 
Aberd. 1637. Teur lawful and loving 7 
| - Palter, S. K. 4 bl 
| 
3 3 YE 5 3 8 | vs of ; 
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To | my Lord B O 1 | D. ; 100 
| : 1 - e lone 
My very Honunrable and good Loyd, | TY opheſ 
Gbace. Mercy and Peace be to your Lo: Out of the Worthy RF not \ 
port that I hear of your Le: Zeal, for this born down and o Pho 
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[eſſed Goſpel: I am bold to write to your Le: beſeeching you by 
te Mercies of Gop, by the Honour of our Royal and Princelie 
WG JESUS, by the Sorrows, Tears and Deſolation of your af- 
ited Met ber- chureh, and by the Peace of your Conſcience, and 
ar Joy in the Day of CHRIST, that yo'1r Ls: would go on in the 
zuength of your Loxp, and in the Power of his Might, to beſtir 
ar ſelf, for the vindicating of the fallen Honour of your Loxp 
dis O bleſſ;d Hands for evermore, that ſha'l help to put the 
own upon the Head of Chriſt again, in Scotland! 1 dare promiſe, 
nthe Name of oui Lok, that this ſhall f.ften and fix the Pillars, 
nd the Stakes of your own Honovravle Houſe upon Earth, if ye 
od, and lay in Pledge in Chriſt's Hand, (upon fpiricual hazard) 
fe, Eftate. Houſe, Honour, Credit, Moyen. Friends, the Fa- 
uwof Men ( ſuppoſe Kings witn Taree Crowns) ſu being ye may 
wr Witvefs, and acquit your ſelf as a Man of Valour and Cons 
je, to the Prince of your Salvation. fur the purging of his 
mple, and ſwæeping out the lordlie Dietrepbe/es, Time: courting 
Imaſes ; corrupt Eymenesſes and Thilituſes and other juch 
en, that with their Bag ache the Temple of the Loxy, Is not 
Iſt zow Crying, Who will help me? Who will come ost with me, 
take part with me, and ſnare in the Henour of my Victory over 
e mine Enemies, who have ſaid We will nes hive this Man to 
le over ws ? My very Honemarable and dear Lord, Joyn, joyn, 
je do) with Chriſt, he is more Worth ro you and your foſte- 
ke, than this World's May flowers, and withering Riches and 
nour, that ſhall go away as Smoke, and evaniſh ina Night Viſi- 
and ſhall in one Half hour, after the Blaſt of the Archanxg e 
mpet, lie in white Aſhes. Let me beſeech your Ls; to draw by 
Lp of Time s- Curtain and look in through that Window to 
at and endleſs. Eternitie, and conſider, if a voildlie price { ſup- 
| this little round Clay Glob of this aſhie and dirtie Earth, the 
ug Idol of the Fools of this World, were all your own) can be 
tu for one Smile of Chriſt's God-like and Soul raviſhing Coun- 
ace, in that Day, when ſo manie Joints and Knees o& Thou- 
{Thouſands wailing ſhall ſtand before Chriſt, trembling, ſhour- 
and making their Prayers to Hills and Mountains, to fall upon 
n, and hide them from the Face of the Lamb. O how manie 
ud fell Lordſaips and Kingdoms that Day, and buy Chriſt! But 
the Market ſhall be cloſed and ended ere then. Your Ls: hath 
da bleſſed Venture, of winning Gourt with the Prince of the 
of the Earth: He himſelf weeping, Truth born down, and 
n in the Streets, and an opprefſed Goſpel, Chriſt's Bride with 
te Lyes, aud ſpoiled of her Vail, her Hair hanging about her 
forced to go in ragged Apparel, the baniſhed, ſilcnced and- 
toned Prophets of Gop, who. have not the favour of Libertie 
| dopheſie in Sackcloth 3 all thete, I ſay, call for your Help; 
thy M net Worms of Clay, the Moth ſhall eat them as a Garment 
n and e Lonp be your Fear, he is with you, and ſhall fight for you | 
prel'i ſhall ye caule the Bleſſing of theſe, who are reagie to periyb 
. | 5 


. con 


come upon you, and ye ſhall make the Heart of this your Motte 


Church o ſi ig for Joy. The Lamb and his Armies are with you, an ſvee. 
the Kingdoms of the Earth are the Loxp's. I am Perſivades nge 

| there is not another Goſpel, nor another ſaving Truth, than th » Pt 
which ye now contend for. 1 dare hazard my Heaven and Salva; aft a 

| on upon it, that this is the onlie ſaving way to Glorie. Gd 4fair 
| grace be with your Lo, | wm I; 
1 | £3 a qur E 

| Aberd. | Tour Lo: at all reſpecłive obediog., tos 

| 1637s | Chriſt, S. R 9 4 
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Io ROBERT GORDON 
Bailiſf of Air. 


| Worthy Sty, 


| Gkace, Mercy ard Peace be to you: I long to hear from you Win t 
| Our Lon is with his afflicted Kirk, ſo that this burning Bug"! ! 
a is not conſumed to Aſhes. I know, ſubmiſſive on-waiting fo dunke 
[- the Loxy, fhall at length ripen the Joy and Deliverance of hi Mel af 


own, who are trulie bleſſed On-waiters : What is the dry and miſi e 


carrying Hope of all them, who are not in Chriſt, but ConfuſionW92*5 
and Wind? O how pitifullie and miſerablie are the Children of) in 
this World beguiled, whoſe Wine cometh home to them Water e laſt 
and their Gold Braſs and Tin! And what wonder that Hope Ae, 4 
builded upon Sand ſhould fali and fink ? It were good for us all rſs 
abandon the forlorn, and blaſted, and withered Hope, we have ha of 
in the Creature; And let us henceforth come, and drink Wate eur 
out of our own Well, even the Fountain of Living Waters, ane lth, a 
build our Selves and our Hope upon Chriſt our Rock: But alas! tha Wpme 
natural Love, that we have to this borrowed Home, that we wer 5 


born in; and that this Clay-citie, the vain Earth, ſhould have thi 
largeſt Share of our Heart! Our poor, lean and emptie Dream 
of Confidence, in ſomething beſide Gon, are no further travelled 
than up and down the naughtie and feckleſs Creatvreſs. Gop ma 
ſay of us, as he ſaid, Amos 6. 13. Te rejoyce in « thing of unh 
Surelie, we ſpin our Spiders's Web with Pain, and build out rotte 
and tottering Houſe upon a Lye, and Falſhood, and Vanitie. 0 
when will we learn to have Thoughts, higher than the Sun ani 
Moon, and learn our Joy, Hope, Confidence and our Soul's Dt 
ſires, to look up to our beſt Countrey, and to look down to Clay 
tents, ſet up for a Night's Lodging or two, in this uncouth Land 
and laugh at our childiſh Conceptions and Imaginations, that ſuci 


our Joy out of Greatures, Woc, Sorrow, es and mm ? 2 
. SER | ſweetth 
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Epiſt, 1340 Letters; 205 
ſoecteÞ Lord Jeſus ! O faireft Godhead ' O Flower of Man and 
Ungels, why are we ſuch. Strangers te, and far off Beholders. of 
1 Glory? O it were our Happineſs for evermore, that Gop would 
ata Peſt, a Botch, a Leproſie upon our part of this great Whore, 
4fair and welt busked World, that clay might no longer Deceive us! 
jut O that Gop may burn and blaſt our Hope hereaway, rather than 
aur Hope ſhould live to burn us! Alas! the wrong Side of Chriſt, 
to ſpeak ſo) his black Side, his ſuffering Side, his Wounds, his 
hare Goat, his Wants, his Wrongs, the Oppreſſions of Men done 
him, are turned towards Mens Eyes, and they fee not the beſt and. 
viceſt Side of Shriſt, nor ſee they his amiable Face and his Beaut ie, 
that Man and Angels wonder at. Sir, lend, your Thoughts to theſe 
ings, and learn to contemn this World, and to turn your Eyes and 
Beart away, from beholding the masked Beautie of all things under 
time's Law and Doom. See him who is inviſible, and his inviſible. 
tings 3 - draw by the curtain, and look in with liking and long in 
paKingdom undefiled, that fadeth net away, reſerved for you in 
he Heaven-: This is worthie of your Pains, and worthie of your 
oul's Sweating, and Labouring and Seeking after, Night and Day: 
fire will flee over the Earth and all that is in it, even Deſtruction 
om the Almightie : Fy, fy upon that Hope, that ſhall be dryed 
by the Root ! Fy upon the Drunken Night-bargains, and the 
ſunken and mad Covenants, that Sinners make with Death and 
gell after cups, and when Mens Souls are mad and drunken with the 
dye of this lawleſs Liſe! They think to make a Neſt for their 
Ropes, and take Quarters and Conditions of Hell and Death, that 
ey ſhall have Eaſe, long Life, Peace, and in the Morning, when 
ie laſt Trumpet ſhall awake them, then they rue the Block. It.is 
me, and high time for you, to think upon Death and your Ac- 
ltd bunts, and to remember what ye are, where ye will be before the 
tar of our Loh 1700. I hope ye are thinking upon this: pull 
ate jour Soul, and draw it aſide from the Comyanie that- it is 
ith, and round. and whiſpet=in to it News of Eternitie, Death, 
ment, Heaven and Hell. Grace, grace be with you. 8 
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veth Aberd. 1637. 1 Ney in his ſweet Lord 

ream! | * Jeſus, S, R. 

elled : 

D ma . N — 

on ht 8 „ f 8 

rottel » V | | 

= ALEXANDER GORDON, 
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at ſuch Much Hononred: Sir, | OS To 

f? Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: It is like if ye, the Gentry 

ret and Nobility of this Nation, be Men in the Strecis (as che 
1 5 Word 


5 een | | 2 


e — — 
— — 


S K ÞEP 
—— 1 ———KÄ:,1 7—⁰rꝛ org on 2 A o > 


Word ſpeaketh) for the Loxp, that he will now deliver his Floc; j 

and gather and reſcue his ſcattered Sheep, from the Hands of cru. ol 

| and rigorous Lords, that have ruled over them with Force, Oth; his 

| mine Eyes might fee the Moon-light turn to the Light of the dun ach 
But I ſt ill fear, the Quarrel of a broken Covenant in àcetland, ſtane ary 
eth before the Logy : However it be, I avouch it before the word 

That the Tabernacle of the Lok ſhall again be in the midſt M tut t. 
Scotland, and the Glorie of the Loxy ſhall dwell in Beautie, as th pt 
Light of manie Days in one, in this Land. O what could my $qu 1 
deſire more, next to my Lord Jeſus, while I am in this Fleßh, bu 0 0 
that Chziſt and his Kingdom might be Great amongſt Fewy ant wer 

- Gentiles, and that the Iſles. (and amongſt them, overclouded h 1 
and darkned Brittgin ) might have the Glotie of a Noon- day 1 
Sun! Oh that I had anie thing ( 1 will not except my part it W | 
C hrift ) to Wodſet or lay in Pledge, to redeem and buy ſuch Glo 1 i 
tie to my Higheſt and Royal Prince, my ſweet Lord Jeſus! m 35 
poor little Heaven were well beſtowed, if it cound ſtand a Payn fe The 
ever, to ſet on High the Glorie of my LoR D; But I know, h 
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his Love, and as wide a Soul anſwerable to comprehend it, till d eo 
cried, Neid LORD, No more: But I find, he will not have me tob dy 
mine own Steward, nor mine own Carver: Chriſt keepeth tt «8 
Keys of Chriſt, (to ſpeak ſo, ) and of his own Love, and he is 


necdeth not Wages nor Hire at my Hand: Yea, I know, if m a 
eternal Glorie conld weigh down in Weight, its alone, all the etex e 
«al Glorie of the bleſſed Angels, and of all the Spirits of juſt an 4 
perfect Men glorified and to be glorified, Oh alas! how far am 50 
engaged to forgo it fot, and = it oyertoChriſt.; ſo being HH of ac 
might thereby be ſet on Kigh above Ten Thouſand Thouſand Milli ,... ; 
ons of Heavens, inthe Conqueſt of manie, manie Nations to h of 
Kingdom! Oh that his Kingdom would come! O that all ti 1 
World would ſtoop before him | O bleſſed Hands that thail pi . 
the Crown upon Chrift's Head in Scetland! But alas! I can ſcate rH 
U get Leave io ware my Love on him I can find no ways to out ory 
| Heart upon Chriſt : and my Love, that I with my Soul beſtow "hf 
i him, is like to die upon my Hand, and Ithink it no Bairn:<play t 3 
| be hungred with Chriſt's Love : To Love him and to Want hi ebrif 
| wanteth little of Hell. I am ſure he knoweth, how my Joy wou "wap 
| {vel} upon me, from a little Well to a great Sea, to have às much Bond. 


wiler Diſtriburer, than I can take up: I know, there is more . 
| him, than would make me run- over, like a Coaſt- full Sea. I we = 
1 | happie for eyermore,to get Leave to ſtand but betide Chriſt and H nieh 
| Love, and to look in, ſuppoſe 1 were interdicted of Gop to co 155 

near, touch or embrace, Kiſs or ſet to my ſinful Head, and dri 175, 
i my ſelf drunken with that lovelie Thing. GOD ſendmethatw Fi ; 
| I ed have; for 1 now vetilie tee, more clearlie than befo filpr 
4 Our Folic in drinking dead Waters, and in playing the Whore wi your 


| our Souls Love upon running-out Wells, and broken Sheards 


Creatures of Yeſter-day, whom Time will Unlaw, with the Pen: 
tie of loſing their Being and natural Ornaments, O wm | 
5 4 ä N gs ko | 0! 
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el soubsLeveis itching ( to ſpeak ſo) for Gon, and when Chiiſt in 
ul bis boundleſs and bottomleſs Love, Beautie and Excellencie,- 
hal cometh and rubbeth up and-exciteth that Love, what can be Hea- 
un yen. if this de not Heaven? I am ſure, this Bit feckleſe, narrow 
nd and ſhort Love of regenerated Sinners, was born for no other End. 


ni tut to Breathe, and Live, and Love, and Dwell in the Boſom, and 


t betwixt the Breaſts of Chriſt Where is there a Bed or a Lodging 
for the Saints Love but Chriſt? O that he would take our Selves 
Soul of our Hand, for neither we, nor the Creatures, can be either due 
vu conqueſt, or lawful Heritage to Love! Chriſt, and none but 
Chef, is Lonp and Proprietor of it. Oh alas, how pitiful is it, 
that ſo much of our Love goeth by him! O but we be wctched 


— 


eſs and unſearchable Providence, that the Saints are ſuffered to 
play the Whore from God, and that their Love goeth a Hunting, 
wen Gop knoweth, it ſhall Roſt nothing of that, at Supper-time. 
The Renewed would have it otherways 3; And why is it lo, ſeing 
our LoxD can keep us without Nodding, Tottering or Reeling, or 
mie Fall at all! Our Deſires, 1 hope, ſhail meet with Perfection; 
but Gop will have our Sins an Offce-hewſe for Gow's Grace, and hath 
made Sin a matter of an Unlaw and Penaltie, for the Son of Gob's 
Blood ; and howbeit, Sin ſhould be our Sorrow, yet there is a fort 


volk upon. O what a Deep is here, that created Wit cannot take 


daily in Chriſt's Love, and to purchaſe a new Piece of it daily, and to 
add Conqueſt to Conqueſt, till our Lord Jeſus and we be ſo near o- 


formy felt, I have no greater Joy, in my welfavouted Bonds for 
Chriſt, than that I know, Time ſhall put him and me together, and 
that my Lo e and Longing hath Room and Libertie, amidſt my 
Bonds and Foes ( whereof there are not a few here of all Ranks) 


ey,; and ſee, at leaſt afar off znd daiklie, the Countrey which 


eth ti aal be mine Inheritance, which is my Lord Jeſus's due, both 
— . through Birth and Conqueſt. I date avouch to all that know Gop, 


that the Saints know not the Length and Largeneſs of the ſweet 
1 WW karneſt, and of the ſweet green Sicaves before the Harveſt, that 
night be had on this Side of the Water, if we would take more 
"8 Pais: And that we all go to Heaven with leſs Earneſt ; and 
d dr Lighter parſes of the hoped-for Summer, than otherways we might 
* do, it we took more Pains to win further in upon Chiiſt, in this 


_ 4 jour Port ion. | | 
e 8 Aber. Tours in his ſwec: Lord 
80 1637. WES Jeſus, d. K. 


Waſters of our Soul's Love! I know, it is the Deep of bottom- 


of acquieſcing and reſting upon Gop's Diſpenſation required of us, 
that there is ſuch a thing in us as Sim, whereupon Mercie, Fergive- | 
neſs, Healing, Curing, in our ſweet Phyſician, may find a Field to 


w | However Matters go, it is our Happineſs to win new Ground 


ther, that Satan ſhall not draw a Straw or a Threed betwixt us. And. 


to go viſit the Bo1ders,. and outer Coaſts of my Lord Jeſus's Coun- 
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tigtimage of our Abſence from him. Grace, Grace and Glorie be 
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the Heat of his ſweet Breath has melted a frozen Heart, elſe I think 


as will extol the Lord Jeſus and his croſs. If I had net ſailed thi 


that is all and now know not, whether Pain of Love for want o 


Windows, to look is upon his delighting Beautie, till my Lonp ſen 
ſuould be my begun Heaven : 1 know, he is not Zordly, neither! 


unworthie of him I would ſeek but Leave, and withal, Grace, t 
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1 JOHN LAWRIE 


Dear Bro ther, 


1 am ſorry, that ye, or ſo many in this Kingdom, fhould exped 
* fo much ot me, an emptie Reed: Verilie, I am a naughtie and 
poor Bodie : But it the tinkling of my Lord Jeſus's Iron Mould 
chains on Legs and Arms, could ſound the High Praiſes of my Roy: 
al King, whoſe Priſoner 1am, O how would my Joy run over! Jt 
my Lok D would bring Edification to one Soul by my Bonds, I am 
ſatistied; but I know not, what I can do to fuch a Princelie and 
Beautiful Welbeloved : He is far behind with me: Little Thank a1as 
to me, to ſay to others, his Wind bloweth on me, who am but wither 
ed and drie Bones: But ſince ye deſire me to write to you, eithe 
help me to ſet Chriſt on High, for his running=over Love, in that 


ye do nothing for a Priſoner. I am fullie confirmed, that it is the 
Honour of our Lew-giver I ſuffer for now : I am notaſhamedrc 
give out Letters of Recommendation of Chriſt's Love, to as manid 


Je way to Heaven, but had taken the Land- way, as manie do, 
ſhould not have known Chriſt's Sweetneſs, in ſuch a Meaſure : But 
the Truth is, let no Man thank me; for Icauſed not Chriſt's Wing 
to blow upon me: His Love came upon a withered Greature, wh 
ther I would or not; [ and yet by coming it procured from me 
Welcome] A Heart of Iron, and Iron Doors will not hold Chrif 
out : I give him Leave to to break Irenslocks and come in, and 


| 0-, 
Net 


Race, 
"Poſſeſſion, or Sorrow that I dow not Thank him, paineth me mo - 


but both work upon me. For the Fir, O that he would come, and ſa 


tisfie the longing Soul and fill the hungrie Soul with theſe good E S: 
Things? 1knowindeed, my Guiltineſs may be a Bar in his Way Wc... 
but he is Gop, and readie to forgive: And for the other, Woe welb 
woe is me, that I cannot find a Heart to give back again my unworg.. tha 
thy little Love, for his great ates of Love to me: O that ers: 
would learn me this Piece of Grafitude [ O that I could hne to 
Leave to look is, thorrow the the Hole ot the Door, to ſee Hive int! 


Face, and fing his Praiſes ! or could break up one of his Chambe bet 
louſand 
WI! ta 
Ie cauſ; 
keth, 

us : 1 
A Nott 


more : any little communion with him, one of his Love-look 
the Bridegroom's Love proud, though I be black, and unlovelie, ar 


ſpend my Love upon him: 1 counſel you, to think highlic « 
Chriſt, and of free, free Grace, more than ye did betoze 3 * 


git. 736. Letters. - 299 
5 uon, that Chriſt is not known amongte us. Ithink, 1 ſee more of 
Chiiſt, than ever I ſaw 3 and yet I ſee but little of what may be 
en: Othat he would draw by the curtains, and that the King 
would come out of his Gallerie and Palace, that I might ſee him! 
Guift's Love is young Glorie and young Heaven: it would ſof- 
n Hell's Pains to be filled with it: What would 1 refuſe to ſuffer, 
leould but get a Draught of Love at my Heart's Deſire? O hat 
dice can be given for him! Angels cannot weigh him: O his 
eight, his Worth, his Sweetneſs, his overpaſſing Beautje! If 
len and Angels would come, and look to that Gceat and Princelie 
Ine, their Ebbneſs would never take np his Depth, heir Narrewneſs 
Eould never comprehend his Breadth, Height and Length: If 
en Thouſand Thouſand Worlds of Angels were created, they 
ght all tire themſelves in wondering at his Beautie, and begin a- 
into wonder of new, O that I could win nigh him, to kiſs his 
tet, to hear his Voice, to find the Smell of his Ointments ! But 
Ib alas, I have little, little of him; yet I long for more! Re- 
ember my Bonds, and help me with your Prayers, for 1 would not 


r, or Exchange my ſad Hours, with the Joy of my Velvet Ad- 
ſeries. Grace be with you. | | | 


Aberd. June 10. Tears in his ſweet Lord: 
1637. 5 Je, S. R. 


b Mr. JAMES FLEMING. 


| Reverend and Wilbeleved in eur Lord, 


4 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I received your Letter, which 
hath Refreſhed me in my Bonds. I caunot but teſtifie unto 
you, my dear Brother, what Sweetneſs I find in our Maſter's 
vis; but alas! what can Ileither do or ſuffer for him? If I my 
ne had as manie Lives, as there have been drops of Rain ſince 

Creation, I would think them too little for that lovelic One, 
r weldeloved; but my Pain and my Sorrow is above my Suffer- 
gs, that 1 find not Ways how. to ſet out the Praiſes of his Love to 
lets: I am not able, by Tongue. Pen or Cufferings, to provoke - 


d 1 wie to fall in Love with him, but he knoweth, whom I love to 
ſee 10 e in the Spirit, what I would do, and ſuffer by his own Strength, 
A deing I might make my Lord Jeſus lovelie and ſweet to manie- 


wuſands in this Land, 1 think it amongſt Gop*s Wonders, that 
"ill take anie Fraiſe or Glorie, or anie Teſtimonie to his Henou- 
e cauſe, from ſuch a forlorn Sinner as lam: But when Chriſt - 
kth, he neegeth not ask the Queſtion, by whom he will be Glo- 
s: 1 know, ſeing his Glorie at the Beginning did ſhine out of 
Nothing, to ſet up ſuch a oy Houſe fox Man and Angels, -__ | 
. | 1 
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want me: Few know the unſeen and private Reckonings betwi 


hoppers beferebim Othat Men would F:aiſe him! Yecomyl 


— 2 edt is : 
— E ö 
{ * 


— 


Royal and Princelie One, than after 2 great Weight and Senſe 


4 . — 
—ůů— - hs ny — 
n 3 Zoe, r 


D 


pl 
ſo manie glorious Creatures, to proclaim his Goodneſs, Power ante c 
Wiſdcm, if 1wete burnt to Aſhes, ou: of the Smoke and Powder Mere 
my d ſſolved Bodie, he could raiſe Glorie to himſelf : His Glori Lord 
% his Ad, Oh that Icould joyn with him, to make it my End | ines 


would think that Fellowſhip with him ſweet and glorious, But ala 


N. 
few know the Guiltineſs that is on my part: It is a Wonder, the * 
this good Cauſe hath not been marred and ſpilt, in my toul Hands or; 
But Itejoyce in this, that my ſweet Lord Jeſus hath found ſomethin int: 
ado, even a ready Market for his free Grace, and incomparable an ese. 


marchie!s Meicte, in my Wants: Onlie my loathſom Wietchedneſ 
and my Wants have qualified me for Chrift, and the Riches of hi 
glorious Grace; be behoved to take me for nothing, or elſe 
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Chriſt and me; yet his Love, his boundleſs Love, would not bid 
away, nor ſtay at home with himſelf; and yet I dow not make 
welcome, as1ought, when it's come unſent- for and without Hit 
How joyful is my Heart, that ye write, ye are deſirous to joyn wi 
me in Praiſing; for it is charitie to help a Ny vour to pay his Debt 
but when all have helped me, my Name ſhall Rana in his Coun 
Bock under Ten Thoufand Thouſands of Sums unpayed: But 
eaſeth my Heart, that his dear Servants will but ſpeak of my Deb 
to ſuch a ſu eet Creditour. I defire, he may lay me in hisownB 
lance and weigh me, if 1would not fain have a Feaſt of his bout 
leis Love made to my own Soul, and to manie others. One thing 
know, we mall not all be able to come neat his Excellencie wi 
Eye, Heart or Tongue, {or he is above a!l created Thoughts; All} 
tiens before him are as nothing, and leſs than nothing; He ſittei 
the Circuit of Heaven, and the Inhabitants of the Earth are as Gn 


of your private Cate : Alas, I am not the Man, who can || 
to ſuch an one as ye are: Anie ſweet Prefence, I have had int 
Town, is (1know) forthis Cauſe, that Imight expreſs andm 
it known to others; but I never find my ſelf nearer Chriſt, t 


Deadneſs and Graceleſneſls ! Ithink the Senſe of our Wants, w 


1,4 Lo 
uithal we have a Keſtleſneſs, and a fort of ſpiritual ImpatienceMfevith 
der them, and can make à dia, becauſe we want him, him whit age 


our Soul loveth, is that which maketh an open Door to Chriſt: 
when we think, we are going backward becauſe we feel Deadnels, 
are going forward : For the more ſenſe the more Life, andno$ 
argueth no Life. There is no ſweeter Fellowſhip with Chriſt th 
bring our Wounds and our Sores to him. But for my ſelf, 
aſhamed of Chriſt's Goodneſs and Love, ſince the time of my Bd 
for he hath been pleaſed, to open up new Treaſures of Love and 
Sweetneſs, and give Viſitations of Love, and Acceſs to hit 
in this ſtrange Land, I would think a Fill of his Love, 5. 
and green Heaven; and when he is pleaſed to come, 
the Tide is in, and the Sea full, and the King and a poor 


ſones together in the Houſe of Wine, the black Ts 


— 


Ah 
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nde Croſs is not Io heavie as a Feather. Icannot, 1 dow not, but 
die Chriſt an honourable and glorious Teſlimonie: I ſee, the 


nos of his own 3 and that this blind World ſeeth not, that Saße- 


E is Chriſt's Armour, wherein he is Victorious : and they that 
halWontend with Zion, ſee not what he is doing, when they are ſet to 
ds Pork, as Under ſmiths and Servants, to the Work of Refining of the 
nin ins, ( Satan's Hand alſo by them is at the melting of our Lord's 
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ellels of Mereie) and their Office in God's Houſe, is to ſcour 
{cleanſe Veſſels for the King's Table. I marvel not to ſee them 
numph, and fit at eaſe in Zion; our Father muſt lay up his Rods, 
Wilkeep them carefullie, for his own uſe : our Lord cannot want 
tein his Houſe, his Furnace is in Zion, and his Fire in Jeruſalem : 
atlittle know the Adverſaries the Counſel and the Thoughts of the 
d. And for your Complaints of your Miniſtry, I now think all 


Hi d too little: Flainneſs, Freedom, Watchfwneſs, Fidelity, ſhall 
n vi en upon you, in exceeding large Comforts, in your Sufferings : 
bebte feeding of Chriſt's Lambs in private Viſitations, and Cate- 
Counting, in painful Preaching, and fair, honeſt and free Warnin 

But Methe Flock, is a Sufferer's Garland. O ten, thouſand times blet 


Ded 
wn B 
bou j 


dare they, who are honoured of Chriſt to be faithful and painful, 
pWooing a Bride to Chriſt! My dear Brother, Iknow, ye think 
ore on this, than I can write, and I rejoyce that your Purpoſe is, 


thinghche Lord's Strength, to back your wronged Maſter, and to come 
ie n, and call your ſelf Chriſt's- man, when ſo manie are now deny 


A1 jo him, as fearing, that Chriſt cannot do for himſelf and them. 1 


Gttet Mn a loſt Man for ever, or this, this is the way to Salvation, even 
as Eis nay, that they call Hereſfe, that Men now do mock and ſcoft at. 
ompl m confirmed now, that Chriſt will accept of his Servants Suffe- 
an ps, as good Service to him, at the Day of his Appearance. and chat 
id in en be long he will be upon us all, and Men in all their Blacks and 
and mites ſhall be brought out before God, Angels and Men. Our 
rift, later is not fax off? Oh if we could wait on, and be faithful! 
Senſe de Good-Will of him who dwelt in the Buſh, the tender Favor 


nts, A Love, the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you. Help 
tienceWMe with your Prayers, and deſire from me, other Brethren to take 
ina wiiWuage tor their Maſter. * | | | 
ariſt: | | | . | 
zdnels, i Aberd. Aug. 15. Tours in his ſweet Lerd 
d nod 1637. 5 | | Jeſus, S. R. 
iſt th „ 

ſelf, — — — — — — 
my be 1 * At 
Wo Mr. JOHN MEINE. 
ve, Worthy and dear Brother, 


come, 


a pool Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I have been too long in 
ick T avering your Letter, but other buſineſs took me up, I am 


here 


Lord can ride through his Enemies Bands, and triumph in the Suffe- 
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Lord, who takes me, light, and clipped, and naughrie, and fee 


quired Patience on our part, till the Summer-fruit in Heaven | 


Heaven with wet Feet, and Pain, and Sorrow e We love to can 
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here waiting, if the fair Wind will turn ypon Chriſt's Sails, 
Scotland, and if Deliverance be breaking out to this overcloude 
and benighted Kirk Oh that we could contend by Prayers and gur 
plications with our Lord for that efte& ' I know, he hath ne Cirel 
given out his 13ſt Doow againſt this Land. I have little of Chrjf of Et 
this Priſon, but Groanings, and Longings, and Deſires: All m dall! 
Stock of Chriſt is ſome Hunger for him I And yet I cannot ſy, b 
1 am rich in that] my Faith, and Hope, and hol ie Practice of ne Ther 
Obedience, are ſcarce worth the ſpeaking of: But bleſſed be milf, 


leſs, as I am. 1 ſee Chriſt will not prig with me, nor ſtandy 
Pepping-flenes, but comes in at the Breadſide, without Ceremonie! 
or making it nice, to make a poor Ranſomed one his own, O th 
I could feed upon his Breathing, and Kiſſing, and Imbracing. 4 
upon the Hopes of my Meeting and his, when Love-letters ſhall nd 
go betwiat us, but he ſhall be Meſfenger himſelf : But there is ore 


ripe for us; it is inthe Bud, but there be manie things to do, ud! 
fore our Harveſt come: And we take ill with it, and can hard] ich h 
endure to ſet our Paper- face to one of Criſt's Storms, and to go 


Heaven to Heaven with us, and would have two Summers in oi ot es 
year, and no leſs than two Heavens; but th's wil! not be forus how 
one, and ſuch an one, may ſuffice us well enough: The Man Chri 


got but one only, and ſhall we have two? Remember my Love Mie Pr 


Chriſt to your Father, and help me with your Prayers, If ye vont are 
de a deep Divine, I recommend to you Sanctification: Fear hin nd h 


and he ſhall reveal his Covenant to you. Grace be with you, me { 
£berd. Jan. 5. | Tours in his ſweat Li . 

| 1037. . | Jeſas, S. R. Wor r 

| 5 15 EOS 3 Mp rount 
| CCC — _ — — . Ing an 
5 | NT Ich a! 
To CARD ON NES S Eli. 
Much Honeured Sir, ned 5 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I have longed to hear fro 
you, and to know the Eſtate of your Soul, and the Eſtate of ti lo E 
People with you: I beteech you, Sir, by the Salvation of Jour 
precious Soul and the Mercies of God, make good and ſure Work Wii - 
your Salvation, and try. upon what Ground-ſtone ye have buildeſ 42a 


M irthy and dear Ser, it ye be upon ſinking Sa id, a Storm of Dea a lo 


and 4 5lafi will looſe Chriſt and you, and waſh you cloſe off t 


Rock: O for the Lord's ſake ook narrowlie to the Work. Read oy 


your Life, with the light of God's Pay- light and Sun, for Salvatiqfthes 


is not caſten down at every Mans Dee: It is good wal K ene 


* ” 
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„ ompaſs, and all ye have need of, ere ye take ſhipping ; for 
ud 2 blow you back again. Remember Then the Race is 
mded, and the Pla either won or loſt, and ye are in the utmoſt 
Circle and Border of Time, and ſhall put your Foot within the March 
if Eternitie, and all your Good Things of this ſhort Night dream 
zul ſeem to you like the Aſhes of a Blaze of Thorns or Straw, and 
four poor Soul ſhall be crying. Lodging Lodging for GOD's ſake : 
Then all your Soul be more glad at ove of your Loxy's lovelie and 
Jomelie Smiles, than if ye had the Charters of three Worlds for all 
tternitie, Let Pleaſures and Gain, Will and Deſires of this World, 
e put over in Gop's Hands, as arreſted and fenced Goods, that ye 
nnot intremet with: Now when ye are drinking the Ground of 
Four Cup, and ye are upon the utmoſt Ends of the laſt Link of 
me; and old Age, like Death's long Shadow, is caſting a co- 
ging upon your Days, it is no time to court this vain Life, and to ſet 
ove and Heart upon it: It is near after Supper; ſ:ck Reſt and 
iſ for your Soul, in Gep through Chliſt. Believe me, I find it 
ad wreſtling to play fair wi h Chriſt and to keep Good Quarters 
pic him, ang keep Love to him in Integritie and Lite, and to keep 
conſtant courſe of found and ſolid daily Communion with Chriſt : 
Temptations are daily breaking the I hreed of that Co: rſe, and it is 
ot eaſie to caſt a Knot again, and manie Knots make evil Work. 
how fair have manie Ships been plying before the Wind, that, 
an Hour's ſpace, have been lying in the Sea- bottom! How ma- 
ie P:ofefſors caſt a Golden Luſtie, as if they were pure Gold, and 
tare, under that Skin and Cover, but baſe and reprobate Mettal ! 
nd how manie keep Breath in theirRa'e manie Miles, and yet 
me ſhort of the Prize and the Gailand! Dear Sir, my Soul would 
ourn in ſecret for you, if Iknew your Cafe with Gop to be but falſe 
th : Love to have you anchored upon Chiiſt, maketh me fear 
dur Tottering ard Slips: Falſe Under Water not ſeen, in the 
dound of an enlightned Cor ſcience, is dangerous; ſo. is often fals 
ng and ſinning againſt Light : Know this, that theſe who never 
ud lick Nights nor Days. in Conſcience for Sin, cannot haye but 
ich a Peace with Gob, as will andercet, and break the Fleſh again, 
nd end ina ſad War at Death. O how fearfully are Thouſands be- 
ub with falſe hide-grown over old Sins, as if the Soul were 
ned and healed ! Dear Sir, I ſaw ever Nature mighty, lofty, 
lady and ſtrong, in you; and it was more for you, to be mortified 
ad dead to the World, than another common Man: re will take 
low Ebb, and a deep Cut, and a long lance, to go to the bottom 
your Wounds, in ſaving Humiliation, to make you a won Prey for 
arſt : Be humbled, walk ſoftly ; down, down for Gop's lake, 
dear and worthy Brother, with your Top-ſail: Stoop, Stoop; 
blow Eniry to go in at Heaven's Gates There is infinite Juſtice 
the Party ye have to do with; it is his Nature not to acquit the 
uy and the Sinne: The Law of God will not want one Farthing 
the Sinner: Gop forgets not both the Cautionerand the Sinner; 
Kerery Man muſt pay, either in his gwa Ferſon [O Lonp fave 
| J Wo ce tt ok vou. 


D 


dut the Smell of it! O but it is long to that Day, when 1 fall hay 
An that fair Orchard of the New Paradiſe; and to ſee, and ſmell, an 


His bare Shadow were enough for me; a Sight of him would be th 


We'e ſhou'd never twin again, except Heaven twin'd and ſunder du 


aud Happy, & come & take Chriſt and all things with kim: Let the 


Crate, grace, , race be with you. 
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214 Mr. Rutherford? 8 Epiſt. 139 bil 
you from that Payment] or in his Cautioner Chriſt. It is Violent 
to Corrupt Nature, for a Man to be Holy, to lie down under Chiiſt 
Feet, to quit Will, Pleaſure, Worldly Bove, Earthly Hope, an 
an Itching of Heart after this fairded and overguilded World, an 
to be content that Chriſt trample upon all. Come in, come int 1 
Chtiſt, and ſee what ye want, and find it in him: He is the ſhore cg 
[as weuſe to ſay ] and the neareſt way to an outgate ot all your Bur 1 
dens. Idare avouch, ye ſhall be dearly welcome to him; my So 
would be glad, co take part of the Joy ye ſhould have in him. Id 
fay, Angels Pens, Angels Tongues, nay as manie Worlds of Angelz 9 
as there are Drops of Water in all the Seas, and Fountains and Ri 

| mth 
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vers of the Earth, cannot paint him out to you! 1 think his Sweet 
neſs, ſince I was a Priſoner, hath ſwelled upon me to the greatne 
of two Heavens: O for a Soul as wide as the outmoſt Circle of th 
Higheſt Heaven that containeth all, to contain his Loye ! Andyet 
could hold little of it. O World's Wonder! © if my Soul mip 
but lie within the Smell of his Love, ſuppoſe I could get no mo 


a free World of Chriſt's Love! O what a Sight to be up in Heayer ke! 
touch, and kiſs that fair Field- lower, that ever-green Tree of Life 


Earneſt of Heaven to me. Fy, fy upon us, that we have Lo ffce. 
licinz ruſting beſide us, or, which is worſe, waſted away upon loat 
ſom Objects, and Chriſt hould lie his alone. Woe, woe is me, th 
zin hath made ſo manie mad Men, ſeeking the Fool's Paradiſe, Fi 
under Ice, and ſome gocd and deſirable thing, without and apa 
from Cliriſt. Chtiſt, Chr ſt, nothing but Chriſt, can cool © 
Love's burning Languor: O this fly Lowe, wilt the ſet Chriſt, Could 
Well of Life, to thy Head and avink thy fill; drink and ſparendMhiytio: 
drink Love, and be drunken with Chriſt. Nay alas, the Diſtance b 
twixt us and Chiiſt is Death: O if we were c/aſped in others Arms now) 


and that caunot be. Idefire your Children to ſeek this Lob: D 
fice them from meto be Requeſted, for Chriſt's ſake, to be Bleſſſ s on 


beware of glaſſy and ſlippery Youth, of fool:ſh young Motions, ( 


- worldly Luſts, of deceivable Gain, of wicked Company, of Curlinhid1 h 
_ Lying, Blaſpheming and fooliſh Talking: Let them be filled viiſhteloy 


the Spirit, acquaint themſelves with daily Fraying, and with t 
Store-houſe of Wiſdom and Comfort, the good Word of 60 be- 
Kelp the Suuls of the poor People: O that my Loup would bring 
again among them, that 1 might tell uncouth and great Tales 
Chriſt to them: ! Keceive not a Stranger to preach anie other 
Qrineto them. Pray ſor me his Priſoner of Hope. I pray for 
wi hout ccaling: Iurite my B effing, earneſt Prayers, the Love 
Gov, and the tweet Fr: ſence of Chriſt to you, and yours and the 
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216 Mr. Ru her foord's Eßpiſt. 3M.- q 
; ing diſcourage you: neither be afraid of Mens canny W:ſdam, u. 4 
| in this Storm take the neareſt Shore,” and g to the lee and caln 
| ſide of the Goſpel, and hide Chriſt ( if ever they had him) ; 
; their Cabinets, as if they wereaſhamed of him, or as if Chriſt yet 
ellen Wares, and would bluſh before” the Sun. My very der a 
Noble Lord, ye have rejoyced the Hearts of many, that ye ha 
made choice of Chriſt and his Goſpel, whereas ſuch great Tempt: 
tions do ſtand in your way: But | love your Profeſiion the betteq 
| that it endureth Winds: If we knew our ſelves well, to want re 
tations. is the greateſt Temptation of all: Neither is Father ng 


; 


M 


Rac 


Mother, nor Court, nor Honour, in this Overluſtred World, vie So 
all its Paintry and Fairding, any thing elſe, when they are laid ini C 
Ballance with Chriſt, but Foathers, Shadows, Night-dreams litt! 


| Straws 7 Ol if this World knew the Excellencie, Sweetneſy an 


t Life 
1 Beauty of that High and Eoftie One, that Faireſt among the Sons g 


wee 


x Men { Verily they ſhould fee, if their Love were bigger than ref, thi: 
| Heavens, all in Circles without other, that it were all too little our E 
| Chriſt ow Lord 1 hope your Choice ſhall not repent you, we eed 
| Life ſhall come to that Twilight betwixt Time and Eternity, and L 
ſhall ſee the utmoſt Border of Time, and ſhall draw the Curtain, n e no 
N look in to Eternity, and ſhall one Day fee God take the Heavens like 
i his Hands, and fold them together, like an old ho//ie GarmenWWict w 
EF andſctonFirc this Clay part of the Creation of God, and conſum to B. 
li away in Smoke and Athes the Idol hope of poor Fools, who thin the 
| - © there isnot a better Countrey than this low Countrey of dying Ci 
L Children cannot make Compariſon aright betwix · this Lite and ti tor 
to come; And therefore the Babes of this World, who ſee no belong! 
ter, mould in their own Brain a Heaven of their own Coyning, er 
N cauſe they ſee no further, than the neareſt Side of Time. 1 date M vi! 
in Pawn my Hope of Heaven, that this reproached Way, is the oni ite n. 
Way of Peace: I find; it is the Way that the Lord hath ſealed vii 7er#/ 
his Comforts, now in wy Bonds for Chriſt : and I verilie eſteti ¶ Fette 
and find Chains and Fetters for that levely One Chriſt, to be wiliſþ vie! 
tered over with ſweet Conſolations, and the Love ſmiles. of lat ve 
lovely Biidegroom, for whoſe coming we wait: and when en not 
cometh, then ſhall the Blacks and Whites of all Men come befolfſÞ®dic V 
the Sun, then ſhall the Lord put a final Deciſton upon the Pleaser 
Zion hath with her Adverſaries : And as faſt as Time poſteth above 
4 which neither ſitteth: nor ſtandeth, nor ſleepeth ) as faſt is b. be. 
ndbreadth of this ſhort Winter-night flying away, and the Sp” up 
of our long Day drawing near its Breaking, Except your L. e an 
pleaſed to plead for me, againſt the Tyranvie of prelates I ſhall 4 no 
forgotten in this Priſon : for they did ſhipe my Doom, accotd! best 
Ithe Sa 


to their new lawleſs Canons, which is, that a deprived: Minil 
Hall be uttexlie Silenced, and not Preach at all, which is a cmelt 
contrarie to their own former practices. Now the onlie wiſe GC 
the verie God of Peace, confirm, ſtrengthen and eftabliſh your! 
upon the Stone laid in Zion, and be with you for ever. 
MAderdy 36375 Tour Lo; at all reſpe@ive Obidiene 
| bis ſ wget Lora Jeſus, I by 
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Race, Mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear how your 
Soul proſpereth : I earneftlie defire your on-going toward 
Countrie: I know, ye ſee your Day melteth away by little 
little, and that in ſhort time ye will be put beyond Time's Bonnds, 
Life is a Poſt that ſtandeth not Kill, and our Joys here are 
weeping, rather than laughing, and they die weeping : Sin, 
this Bodie of Sin and Corruption, imbittereth and poiſoneth 
our Enjoyments. O that I were where I ſhall ſin no more O to 
freed of theſe Chains and Iron-fetters, that we carrie about with 

Lord looſe the ſad Priſoners, Who of the Children of God 
e not cauſe to ſay, that they have their fill of this vain Life, 
[like a full and ſick Stomach, to wiſh at Mid. ſapper, that the 
per were ended, and the Table drawn, that the tick Man might 
| toBed and enjoy Reſt 2 We have cauſe to tire at Mid ſupper 
the beſt Meſſes, that this World can dreſs up for us, and to 
to God, that he would remove the Table. and put the Sin- ſick 
sto reſt with himſelf O for a long Play-day with Chriſt, and 
long laſt ing Vacance of reſt! Glad may their Souls be that are 
oyer the Firth, Chriſt having payed the Fraught : Happie are 
„ who have paſt their hard and weariſome Time of ANI: 8 
late now Free- men and Citizens, in that joy ful high City, the 
Jeruſalem, Alas * that we ſhould be glad of, and rejoyce in 
ketters, and our Prifon-houfe, and this dear Ins, a Life of 
where we are abſent from our Lord, and ſo far from our Home, - 
hat we could get Bends and Law · ſuretiſpip of our Love, that it 
n not it ſelf on theſe Slay- dreams, theſe Glay-ſhadows and 
lldie Vanities ! We might be oftner ſeeing what they are Treg 
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neayen, and our Heart more frequentlie upon our ſweet Frei- 
above: We ſmell of the Smoke of this lower Houſe of the 
v becauſe out Heart and our Thoughts are here: If we could 
tup with God, we ſhould ſmell of Heaven and of our Countrey 
le, and we ſhould look like our Countrey, and like Strangers or 
0 not born or brought up here away: Our Croſſes would 
te upon us if we were Heavenlie minded. I know no Obliga- 
the Saints have to this World, ſeing we fare but upon the Smoke 
t: and if there be anie Smoke in the Houſe, it bloweth upon 
Eyes : all our part of the Table is ſcare worth a Drink of Wa- 
and when we are ſtricken we dare not weep, but ſteal our Grief 
betwixt our Lord and us, and content our ſelves with ſtollen 
on behind backs. God be thanked, we have manie things that 
Woke us againſt the Hair, as we may pray, God hep onr ee 
; ome; 
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218 Mr. Rut berfoerd's Epiſt. I Myiſt 
Heme, God bleſi our Father's Hen ſe, and net this Smoke, that bh 327 
eth ns to feek eur beſi Lodging 1 am ure, this is the beſt pry 
the Croſs, when we, from the hard Fare of the dear Inns, crie 
more, that God vnd ſend a fair Wind, te land us hungred 4nd 
prefſed Strangers, at the Dior of eur Father's Honſe, which now 
made in Chriſt our kindlie Heritage. O then let us pull u 
Stakes and Stoops ot our Tent, and take our Tent on out Back, 3 
go with our Flitting to our beſt Home, for here we have ns continn; 
wo city! Iam waiting in Hope here, to ſee what my Lord vill do vi 
a me : Let him make of me what he pleaſes, providing hems 
Glorie to himſelf out of me, I care not; hope, yea lam ni 
ſure, that 1 am for Chriſt, and all that I can or may make ig! 
him 2 I am his everlaſting Debter ot Dyvour, and ſtill all be 
| for alas I have nothing for him, and he getteth little Service of m 
Pray for me, that our Lord would be pleaſed to giveme Hoy 
room, that I may ſerve him in the Calling he hath called me un 
Grace be with you, hn | 
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I my World of Suffering, and heartilie welcome to my Maſt 
| * Houſe ; Godgiveyon much Joy ef your new Maſter : If Ib 
'8 been in the Houle before you, I were not faithful to give the He 
an ill Name, or to ſpeak evil of the Lord of the Family : I rat 
1 with God's Holy Spirit (O Lord breathe upon me with that Spit 
pi to tell you the Faſhions of the Hoiſe. One thing I can ſay, by 
ö | waiting ye will grow agreat Man with the Lord of the Ho 
9 Hang on, till ye get ſome good from Chriſt, lay all your Logds 
1 your Weights by Faith upon Chriſt, es ſe your ſelf, and let him 
| all: he can, he dow, he will bear you, howbeit Hell were v 
6 your Back. I rejoyce that he is come. and hath choſen you 
; Furnace, it was even there where ye and he ſer Tryft : thatis 1 
Sate of Chriſt's, he keepeth the good old Faſhion with you, 
was in Hoſea's days, Heſ. 2. 14. Therefore, beheld Twill allure 
and bring her te the Wilderneſs, and ſpeak to her Heart: J 
was no taking to her Heart, while he and ſhe were in the fait 
flouriſhing City, and at eaſe; but out in the cold, hungrie, 
Wilderneſs, he allureth her, he whiſpered in News into het 
there, and ſaid, Thew art mine. What would ye think of fut 
Bed ? Ye may ſoon do worſe than ſay, Lerd, held all ; Lud] 
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pilt. 147. Letters 219 
Bargain be it, it ſhall not ge back on my fide _ Ye hayegotten a 
rat advantage in the way to Heaven, that ye have ſtarted to the 
Ine in the Morning: like a Fool as I was, I ſuffered my Sun to 
high inthe Heaven, and near Afternoon, before ever I took the 
te by the end : I pray_you now, keep the Advantage ye have 2 
0 heart, be not lazie, ſet quicklie up the Brae on Hands and 
et, as if the laſt pickle of Sand were runnifig out of your Glaſs, 
id Death were coming to turn the Glaſs ; and be verie careful 
otake heed to your Feet, in that fl ipperie and dangerous way of 
routh, that ye are walking in: The Devil and Temptations now 
Ine the advantage of the Brae of you, and are upon your Wand- 
nd and your Working-hand : Dry Timber will ſoon take Fire: 


11 þWecoretous and greedie of the Grace of God, and beware that it be 
of mic Holineſs that cometh onlie from the Crofs, for too manie are 
Houl dt way diſpoſed, Pſal. 78. 34. When be ſlew them then they ſought 
eu, 40d they returned and enquired early after Ged, v 36. Never- 


urſs they did flatter him with their Month, and theylied unte hin 
ith their Tong ues. It is a part of our Hypocriſie, to give God fair 
ite Wards, when he hathus in his Grips ( if I may ſpeak ſo 3 
gdto flatter him, till we win to the fair Fields again. Try wel 
een Godlineſs, and Examine, what it is ye love in Chriſt: If ye 
ye but Chriſt's Sun- ſide, and would have oalie Sommer-weather 
d a Land. gate, not a Sea-way to Heaven, your Profeſſion will 
Ly you a ſlip, and the Winter Well will go drie again in Summer : 
lake no Sports nor Bairns play of Chriſt; but labour for a ſound 
d livelie fight of Sin, that ye may judge your ſelf an undone 
an, a damned Slave of Hell and Sin, one d ying in your own Blood, 
cept Chriſt come and rue upon you, and take you up; and there» 
ne make fure and faſt Work of Converſion : cait the Earth deep, 


come ; 
Matd down, down with the old Work, the Building of Confuſion, | 
f 1hWitwas there before, and let Chriſt lay new Work, znd make a new 


e Hd eation within you; look if Chriſt's Rain goeth down to the 
I racWoot of your withered Plants, and if his Love wound your Heart, 


pinie ir Bleed with Sorrow for Sin, and if ye can pant and fall a 
, by on, and be like to die for that lovelie One, Jeſus: 1 know, 
Hou ift will not be hid where he is, Grace will ever ſpeak for it ſelf, 
oads e de fruirful in weldoing: The ſanctified Croſs is a fruitful 


him ee, it bringeth forth manie Apples. If 1 ſhould tell you by ſome 
cre k Experience, what 1 have found in Chriſt, ye or others could 
dlic believe me: I thought not the hundred part of Chriſt long 
is ane, that I do now 3; though alas ! my thoughts are ſtill in- 
utelie below his worth. I have a dwining, ſicklie and pained 
lars e, for a real Poſſeſſion of him, and am troubled with Love- 
1: es ind Love fevers, but it is a ſweet Pain: 1 would refuſe no 
e fair oditions, not Hell excepted, [ reſerving always God's hatred } 
rie, if buy Poſſeſſion of Jeſus 3 but alas! 1 am not a Merchant, who 
o here ane Money to give for him; I muſt either come to a good 
oft Market, where Wares are had for nothing, elſe 1 go home 
eie: But IMmave caſten this Work upon Chriſf, to get me G 
| 2 
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felf : Thavehis Faith and Truth, and Promiſe [as apawn of h 
all engaged, that I ſhall. obtain that, which my hungrie Deſi 
would be at, and I eſteem : hat the choice of Happineſs. ; ang { 
Chriſt's Croſs, eſpeciallie the Garland and the Flower of all Croſft 

t ſuſſer ſor his Namo, I eſteemꝭ it more, than I can write or ſpeak 
vou: And I urite it under mine own Hand to you, it is one off 


M 
Steps of the Ladder up to our Countrie, and Chriſt [ who eyer 
one] is ſtill at the heavie end of this black Tree, and ſo it is b ner 
as a Feather to me: I need not run at leiſure, becauſe of a MH ers 
then en my Back ; my Back never bare the like of it, the mo the 
heavilie croſſed for Chtiſt the Soul is, it is ſtill the lighter for: wy 
Journie. Now would to God, all cela. Pleoded, faint-heanWM,;.o 

Souldiers of Chriſt, would look again to Jeſus, and to his Love eu 
and when they look, I would have them to look again and agi er 
and fill themſelves with beholding of Chriſt's Beautie : and id Gn 

ſay then, that Chriſt ſhould come in great Court and Requeſt vii ens 
manie : The Virgins wouldflock faſt about the Bridegroom, th ve 

- would embrace and take hold of him, and not let Him go, But why leyo 
I have ſpoken of him till my Head rive, I have ſaid juſt nothing, del 
may begin again? A God head, a God-head is a World's wond ings 
Set ten thouſand thoufand new made Worlds of Angels and ele not 
Men, and double them in number, ten thouſand, thoufand, tho w 
fand times, let their Heart and Tongues be ten thouſand thouſaſ ot ſe 
times more agile and large, than the Heart and Tongues of to: G: 
Seraphims, that ſtand with fix Wings before him, Iſa. 6. 2. wh as a 

they have ſaid all for the glorifying and praifing-of the Lord Jeliffſh:mb; 

they have ſpoken little or nothing: his Love will bide all poſſii ae 
Creatures to-praiſe. Oh if I could wear this Tongue to the um, Mina, 
extolling his Highneſs ! bur it is my daylie grown Sorrow, tha 0 
am confounded with his incomparable Love, and — Chri 
things for my Soul, and he got never yet anie thing of meworth i he 
fpeaking of. Sir, I charge you, help me to praiſe him: k i een 
ſhame to ſpeak of what he hath done for me, and what I dotoh Hurde 
again, I am ſure, Chriſt hath manie drowned Dyvours in Hesi ing 
beſide him; and when we are conveened, Man and Angel, at tip th 
great Day, in that fair laſt Meeting, we are all but his drowned DW(elf 
vours : It is hard to ſay, who oweth him moſt; If Men col: th 
do no more, I would have them to wonder: If we cannot be fili, . 
with Chriſt's Love, we may be filled with wondering. Cir, 1 vo go it 

I could perſwade you, to grow Sick for Chriſt, and to long after lui. G 
and be pained with Love for himſelf 3 but his Tongue is in HW fro 

ven, v ho can do it! To him and his rich Grace I recommend iti. 
Ipray for you, pray for me, and forget not to praife, + 
1 a the 

Aberd. June 17. Tours in his ſweet L lappe; 
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uce, Mercy and Peace be to you 1 1 long to know how Mat- 
ers ſtand betwixt Chriſt and your Soul: I know ye find him 
che longer the better; Time cannot change him in his Love: 
W m7 your ſelf Ebb and Flow, Riſe and Fall, Wax and Wane, but 
Lord is this day as he was yeſterday 3 and it is your Comfort, 
on Wheels of your own making, 
riſt of your own ſhaping : God 
b fingled out a Mediator, ſtrong and mightie, if ye and your 
ens were as heavie as ten Mills or Hells, 
ive you to the uttermoſt: Yaur often ſeeking to him eannot 
ou a Burden to him. I know, Chriſt compaſſionatet h you, and 
eth a moan for you, in all your Damps, and under your Doun- 
ings 3 but it is good fot you that he hides himſelf ſometimes; 

« pot Niceneſt, Drieneſs, nor Soldneſs of Love, that cauſeth_ 
it withdraw, and ſlip in under a Curtain and a Vail, that ye 
not ſee him; but he knoweth, ye could not bear with Up-ſails, 
Gale, a full Moon and a high Spring-tide of his felt Love, and 

ws a fair Sumrfler-day and a Sumamer-ſun of a felt and poſſeſſed | 
embracing Lord Jeſus : his Kiſſes and his Viſits to his deareſt 
He could not let out his Rivers of Love upon 
uu, but theſe Rivers would be in hazard to looſe a young Plant 
and he knoweth this of you : 
Chriff's Kindneſs, as to its ſenſible and full Manifeſtations, till 
dhe be above Sun and Moon: that is the Sountrie where ye 
de enlarged- for that Love, which ye dow not now contain. Caſt 
urden of your ſweet Babes upon Chriſt, and lighten your Heart 
ing your All upon him, he will be their God. | 
p the Mountain yet, and glad in the Salvation of God 1 Frame 
lf for Chriſt, and gloom not upon his Croſs. I find him ſo 

„ that my Love, ſuppole I would charge it to remoye from 
His Love hath ſtronger Fingers than 
go its Grips of us, Baims, who cannot go but by ſuch a hold 
uſt, It is good that we want Legs of eur own, ſince we may 
from Chriſt ; and it is our Happineſs that Chriſt is under an 
flautionrꝝ for Heaven, and that Chriſt is booked in Heaven, as 
tincipal Debter, for ſuch poor Bodies as we ate 
the Laird your Husband Thanks for his care of me, that he 
appeared in publick for a Priſoner of Chriſt : I pray and write 
e and Peace and Bleſſings to him and his. Grace, grace be with 


your Salvation is not rolled 
ber have ye to do witn a C 


e is ableto bear you, 


gate thin fown : 


Ye ſhould therefore 


I hope to ſee 


l, would not obey me: 


1 requeſt you, 


Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Teſms, S. R. 
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for ſuch a great wonderful Mercie; but Iknow, he muſt do, whe 
ever it is done, without hire. 1 find the Grief of my Silence ani 


with pieces of Chriſt's ſweet Love and Gomforts, I fear I ſhout 
have made an ill Brewſt of this honourable Croſs, that Iknowſucl 


little in me but ſoftneſs and ſuperlative and exceſſive apprehenſion 


2 
? 


Mtr. Ratberfoord's Epiſt. i id. 
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Reverend and dear Brether, 


Gkace, Mercy and reace be to you: My longings and defir 
for a ſight of the new builded Tabernacle of Chriſt again j 
Scotland that Tabernacle that came down from Heaven, hath no 
taken ſome Life again, when I ſee Chriſt making a mint to ſoſ 
Vengeance among his Enemies. I care not, if this Land be rip 


my Fear to be holden at the Door of Chriſt's Houſe iwellinguyg 
me: and the truth is, were it not that I am dated nos and the 


Py 


a ſoft and ſilly-minaed Bodie as I am, is not worthie of: For Ih 


of Fear, and Sadneſs, and Sorrow, and often God's Terrours d| 
ſurround me, becauſe Chriſt looks not fo favourablie upon me, as 


poor Witneſs would have him: And Iwonder, how I have paſt {Wi = 
Year and a Quarters Impriſonment, without thgming my ſve... 
Lord. to whom I deſire to be faithful; and I think I ſhall die but eye Wo 
minting and aiming to ſerve and honour my Lord Jeſus 3 fen 
know how teom and emptic I am at Home; but it is a pat q o 
Marriage-love and Husband-love, that my Lord Jeſus goes not Ucon! 
the Streets with his chiding againſt me: It is bur ſtollen andcodliſe 15 le 
cealed Anger that I find and feel, and his Glooms to me are key. Ra 
under 100f, that he will not have mine Enemies hearing what t. t 
betwixt me and Chriſt: And believe me, I ſay the ttuth in Chi ing C 
the onlie Gall and Wormwood in my Cup, and that which hath fil Hur ky 
me with Fear, hath been, left my Sins, chat Sun and Moon andthiill, of, 
Lord's Children were never Witneſs to, ſhould have moved my Loc. 50 
to ſtrike me with dumb Sabbaths : Lord pardon my ſoft and ue. 1! 


ealouſies, if I be here in an Error. My very dear Brother, I woulhccric 
ave looked for more large and more particular Letters from jo an- 


for my Comfort in this; for your Words before have ſtrengthuę sher 


me; i pray you, mend this, and be thankful and painful, whiley of E 
have a piece or Corner of the Lord's Vineyard to dreſs. O would... 
God, I could have leave to follow you to break the Clods ! but u. 


wiſh I could command my Soul ſilence, and wait upon the Lord, ¶tomn 
am ſure, while Chriſt lives I am well enough Friend ſtead: J hopei 


tin 
a Rot 
I Port! 
Abc; 


will extend his Kindneſs and Power for me, but God be thanked, 
is not worſe with me, than a Croſs for Chriſt and his Truth. 
know he might have pitched upon manie more choice and wottl 
Witseſles, it he had plealed ; but 1 ſeek no more ee wh 

F Eo | | imde 
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ber! will, ſuppoſe I were made of a piece of Hell) than that 
Lord, in his infinite Art, hew Glorie to his Name and Enlarge- 
n to Chriſt's Kingdom out of me. Oh that 1 could attain to 
« to deſire that my part of Chriſt might be laid in pledge for the 


ihuning of Chriſt's Throne in Britain: Let my Lord redeem 


Pledge, or, it he pleaſe, let it fink and drown unredeemed ? 
that can I add to him? Or what way can a ſmothered and 


n down priſoner ſer out Chriſt in open Market, as a lovelie and 


able Lord, to manie Souls? Iknow, he ſeeth to his own Glorie, 


er thav my ebb Thoughts can dream of, and that the Wheels 
races of this poor diſtempered Kirk are in his Hands, and that 


pps ſhall roll as Chriſt will have them: Onlie, Lord tryſ# the 
ner ſo, as Chriſt may be made a Houſholder and Lord again in 
land, and wet Faces for his Departure may be dried, at his 


«and much deſired Welcome home. 1 ſee in all our Trials, our 
will not mix our Wares and his Grace over head through other; 


he will have each Man to know his own, that the like of me may 
in my Sufterings, This is Chriſ”s Grace, and this is but my 
ſe Staff; this is free Grace, and this is but Nature aud Reaſon : 
know wat our Legs would play us, if they ſhould carrie us 


woh all our Waters: and the leaſt thing our Lord can have of 


is, to know we are Grace Debters, or Grace's Dyvours, 


that Nature is of a baſe Houſe and Blood, and Grace is better 

and of Kin and Blood to Chriſt, and of a better Houſe. Oh 
tl were free of that Idol, that they call my ſelf, and that Chriſt 
formy ſelf, and my ſelf a decourted Cipher, and a denied and 


vorn thing! But that proud thing, my ſelf, will not play, ex- 
it ride ap fide for ſide with Chriſt, ot rather have Place before 


On ſelf, another Devil, as evil as the Prince of Devils, if 
could give Chriſt the Way and take thine own Room, which is 
tas low as nothing or Corruption! O but we have much need 


e Ranſomed and Redeemed, by Chriſt, from that Maſter- 


nt, that crue! and lawleſs Lord, Our Self: Nay, when I am 
ing Chriſt, and am out of my ſelf, I have the third part of a 
nt Eye upon that vain, vain thing, my ſelf, my ſelf, and ſome- 
pof mine wu: But I muſt hold here. I defire you to con- 
ute your help, to ſee if I can be reſtored to my waſted and loſt 
k, Ice not how it can be except the Lords would procure me 
bettieto Preach 3 and they have reaſon : 1. Becauſe the Op- 
s and my Advetſarties have practiſed their new Canons upon 
whereof one 1s, That no Deprived Miniſter Preach, under the 
of Excommunicatien. 2. Eecauſe my oppoling of theſe Ca- 


vas a ſpecial thing that incenſed S:d/erf againſt me. 3. Be 


I was judiciallie Accufed for my Book againſt the Arminians, 
commanded by the chancelleur to acknowledge, I had done a 
in Writing :gainft Dr. Jaclſen, a wicked Arminian. Pray 


Room in the Houle to me. Grace, grace be ( as it is) 
LL OLLION, \ (HTN 


Aberd. 1637. 
Jeſus, 3. R. Te 
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T JOHN STUART: 

; $ 4. WA : | =, a 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you : I long for the time, a . 

I ſhall ſee the Beautie of the Lord in his Houſe,” and would ners 

as glad of it, as of anie fight on Earth, to ſee the Halt, not 

Blind and the Lame, come back to Zien with Supplications, aat 


32. 8, 9. Going and weeping and ſeeking the Lord, asking Mn hea 
way to Zien with their Faces thitherward, Fer. 50. 5, 6. And t Goc 
ſee the Woman travailing in Birth, delivered of the Man-chillMy « 
of a bleſſed Reformation. It this Land were humbled, Iv]. i; 
look that our Skie ſhould clear, and our Day dawn again; and oy the 
mould then bleſs Chriſt, who is content to ſave your Travel, len d. 
to give himſelf to you, in pure Ordinances on this ſide of the $ migh 
I know, the Mercie of Chriſt is engaged by Promiſe to Scstial öftro 
- notwithſtanding he bring Wrath, as I fear he ſhall, upon this LaWhere i 
Lam waiting on for Enlargement, and half content that my F ee ha 
| bow, if Chriſt, while he bow it, keep it unbroken ; for who g ich 1 
through a Fire without a Mark ora Scald? I ſee the Loid mak G th: 
uſe of this Fire, to Scour his Veſlels from their Ruſt. Oh that iis, « 
Will were ſilent, and as a Child Weaned from the Breaſts | M uent 
131. But alas! Who hath an Heart that will give Chriſt the , dh 
Werd in Flyting, and will hear and not ſpeak again? Oh! ye ir 
teſtations and quarrellous Replies ( as a ſoon-ſadled Spitit, Wilt 
well te be angry, even te the death, Jon. 4. 9.) ſmell or the ſti hu p 
of ſtrong Corruption. O bleſſed Soul that could ſacrifice his can. 
and go to Heaven, having loſt his Vill, and made Reſignation o®Wips \ 
to Chriſt ! I would ſeek no more, but that Chriſt were abſol 
_ King over my Will, and that my Will were a Sufterer in all Croll bring 
without meeting Chriſt with ſuch a word, Why is it thus? Ling © 
ſtill, that my Love had but leave to ſtand beſide beautiful e Mes 
and to get the Mercie of looking fo him and burning for him, with. 
poſe poſſeſſion of him were ſuſpended and friſted, till my Lordf 
together the Leaves and two Sides of the {ide of the little ſnepheſ the! 
Tent of Clay. Oh what Pain is in longing for Chriſt, under ! 1 
overclouced and eclipſed Aſſurance! What is harder than tob 
and dw ine with Ionging and deaths of Love, and then to have bi 
and #ninked Paper, for Aſſurance of Chriſt in real Fruition orf 
ſeſſion? O how ſweet were one Line or half a Letter of a viit 
Aſſurance under Chriſt's own Hand! But this is our Exerciſe di 
that Gi/cieſs ſhall overmiſt and darken A ſurance : It is a Ming! 


heaven if this were not; and who could be ſaved if God were 
God, and if he were not ſuch a God as he is? O God be thanked, 
t eur Salvation is Coaſted and Landed. and Shered- upon Chriſt, 
he is Maſter of Winds and Storms | And what Sea-winds can 
v the Coaſt or the Land out of its place? Bulwarks are often 


night be, yet God cannot reel nor remove. Oh that we go from 
sftrong and unmoveable Lord, and that we looſe our ſelves (if 
nere in our power] from him! Alas, our green and young 


ſich a wide, and broad, and deep, and high and ſurpaſſing Sweet- 
&, that our Love is too little for him: But O if our Love, little 
tis, could take Bona with his great and nuge Sweetneſs and tran- 
dent Excellency ! O thrice Bleſſed and: eternally Bleſſed are 
5, who aze out of- themſelves and above themſelves, that they 
be in Love United to him! I am oftenxolmmg up and down the 


his people; But I ſee not through the Throng of Impediments, 
cannot find Eyes to look higher, and ſol put manie Things in 
ülks Way to hinder him, that I know he would but laugh at, and 


bring me to his Sanctuary or not; but I know, he hath the 


gill be done without him; But Iam often thinking and ſay- 
within my ſelf, that my Days flee away, and I ſee no Good, 
ter yet Chriſt's Work thriving, and it is like the Grave ſhall pre - 


[my Lord's Provideace aright : My Thoughts go away, that 
they meet not God; for it is like God will not come tne 
btmy Thoughts : and I cannot be taught to crucifie to him my 
om and Deſires, and to make him King over my Thoughts; 
would have a Princedom over my Thoughts, and would boldli: 
adlic preſcxibe to God, and guide my lelf in a way of my own 

„ M . making: 


2 


not change (which is impoſſible) then my Hope ſhall not 
auate. O ſweet Stabilitie of ſure-bottomed Salvation ! Who could 


en down, but Coaſts are not removed; but e that were, 


ye hath not taken with Chriſt, being unacquainted with him: He 


wehts of my faint & ſick Deſites, of expłeſſiug Chriſt's Glory be- 


b one Stride ſet his Foot over them all. I know not, if my Lord 


ng of me, either within or without the Houſe, and that no- 


the Anſwer of my Deſires of ſaving Souls, as Iwould: But 
+ I cannot make right Work of his Ways, Ineither Spell nor 
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Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt, 146 
making: But I hold my peace here, let him do his Will: Grace 
grace be with you, » 
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1 Irong to hear how your Soul proſpereth. I earneſtly deſireyou, . 
try how Matters ſtand between your Soul and the Lord : think 
no eaſie Matter to take Heaven by Violence: Salvation eomell 
now to the moſt part of Men, in a Night Dream: there is no Sca 
city of Faith now, ſuch as it is: for ye ſhall not now light uponth 
Man who will not ſay, he hath Faith in Chriſt : But alas! Drea 
make no Man's Rights. Worthy Sir, I beſeech you in the Lord, gin 
vour Soul no reſt, till ye have real Aſſurance, and Chriſt's Right 
Confirmed and Sealed to your Soul: common Faith and County: 
holineſs and Week day's Zeal, that is among People, will neverbrin 
Men to Heaven: Take pains for your Salvation; for in that di 
when ye ſhall ſee manie Men's Labours, and Conqueſts, and Ido 
riches lying in Aſhes, when the Earth and all the Works thereoff 
be burnt with Fire, O how dear a Price would your Soul give f 
God's Favour in Chrift ? It is ableſled thing to ſeek Chriſt withy 


Sun, and to Read over your Papers and Soul-Accounts with fair ove 0 
Light : It will not betimeto cry for a Lamp, when the Btidegroo emſe! 
is entred into his Chamber, and the Door ſhut. Fy, fy uponblin{WMirk 0 
ed and baſe Souls, who are committing Whoredom with this ld Mie di 
clay, and hunting a poor wretched hungrie Heaven, a hungrie Brei 0. 
fal, a day's Meat, from this hungrie World, with the forfeiting Hug, a 
God's Favour, and the Drinking ever their Heaven over the BogMfneve 
as Men uſe toſpeak } for the Laughter and Sports of this nch. 
Forenoon ! All that is under this Vault of Heaven, and betwixt{MWſ poo 
and Death, and in this ſide of Sun and Moon, are but Toys, Nis ng 
viſions, Head-fancies, poor Shadows, waterie Froth, godleſs des, 
nities at their beft, and black Hearts, and ſalt, and fowre Miſe ali 
'Sngared over and Confected with an Hours Laughter or two, and may 
conceit of Riches, Honour, vain, vain Court and lawleſs PleafugM:o a: 
Sir, if ye look both to the Laughing- ſide and the Weeping: ſide t m 
this World, and if ye look not only upon the Skin and Colour 
Things, but into theirInwards, and the Heart of their Excellen@iM and 
ye ſhall ſee that one Look of Chriſt's ſweet and lovelie Eye, one Hing 
of his faireſt Face, is worth ten thouſand Worlds ot ſuch ro ore 
Stutf, as the fooliſh Sons of Mea {et their Hearts upon, On Wi«cof 
turn, turn your Heart to the other fide of Things, and get it M ue he. 


pit, 146. 2 Letters? * 
goftheſe Entanglements, to conſider Eternity, Death, the Clay - 
4, the Grave, awſome Judgment, everlaſting burning quick in 
dl, where Death would give as great a price [ if there were a 
bet, where Death might be bought and ſold ] as all the World. 
nfider Heaven and Glory: But alas, why ſpeakI of conſidering. 
ſethings, which have not entred into the Heart of Man to cons. 
er? Look into thoſe Depths [ without a Bottom ] of Love- 
ſs, Sweetneſs, Beautie, Excellencie, Glory, Goodneſs, Grace. 
d Mercie, that are in Chriſt, and ye ſhall then cry down the whole 
old and all the Glotie of it, even when it is come to the Summer 
Lom, and ye ſha}l cry, up with Chriſt, up with Chriſt's Father, 
with Eternitie of Glorięg. Sir, there is a great deal of lefs Sand 
Four Glaſs, than when 1 ſaw you, and your Afternoon is nearer ) 
er tide now than it was. As a Flood carried back tothe Sea, fo 
nk Wh the Lord's ſwift Poſt, Time, carrie you and your Life with Wings 
mel the Grave : Ye eat and drink, but Time ſtands not till ; 5e 
Seu ck, but your Day flees away; ye ſleep, but your Hours are recko- 
th and put by hand. O how ſoon will Time ſuut you out of the 
canta and cold and hungrie Inns of this Life! and then What will 
a erdey's ſhort-born vleaſures do to you, but be as a Snow-ball 
igt ed away, manie years ſince, or worſe; for the memorie of 
ntrel ele leaſures uſeth to fill the Soul with Bitterneſs. Time and Ex- 
brinfiicnce will prove this to be true; and dying Men, if they could, 
xt dit, would make this good. Lay no more on the Creatures, than 
| doi) arc able to carry : Lay your Soul and your Weights upon God: 
of ua e him your onlie, oalie beſt Beloved : Your Errand to this Life 
ve Mo meke ſure an Eternitie of Glory to your Soul, and to Match 
ith Vu Soul with Chriſt: Your Love, if it were more than all the 
air de of Angels in one; is Chriſt's due + Other Things worthie in 
oro ſelves, in reſpe / of Chrift, are not worth a Windleffraw, or 2 
1blinfMick of cold Watex I doubt not, but in Death ye will fee all things 
is ldd ie diſtinctlie, & t 1at then the Wo: 1d ſhall bear no more bulk than 
e Brea s vorth, and that then it ſhall couch and be contracted into no- 
iting ng, and ye ſhall ſee Chriſt Longer, Higher, Broader and Deeper, 
he Begin ever he was. O bletled Conqueſt, to loſe all things and to 
his n Chriſt ! 1know not what ye have, if ye want Chrifi * Alas! 
ztwixtNGs poor is your Gain, if the Earth were all yours in free Heretage, 
, NighlWWiding it ot no Man of Clay, it Chriſt be not yours? O ſeek all 
dleſs es, lay ail Oars in tne Water, put forth all your Tower, and 
Mſern_id all vour Endeavours, to put away and part with ali things, that 
„ and may gain and enjoy Chriſt : Try and ſearch his Word, and ftrive 
Pleaſuſß so a Step above and beyond ordinarie Profeſſors, and reſolve to 
ng· idee more and Run fatter than they do, for Salvation: Mens 
Colour way, cold and wile Courſes in Godlinels, & the neighbour-like, 
celle and wife Pace to Heaven, will cauſe manie a Man want his 
„one Meging at Night, and lie in the Fields, I recommend Chriſt and 
ich ro Lore to your ſeeking, and your {elf to the tender Mercie and rich 
On eot our Lord. Remember my Love in Chriſt to your Wife: 1 
get it Muc her to jearn to make her Soul's Anchor faſt upon Chit him- 
1 2 , 


—— Ly * 
* * 


28 Mr. Rerber farts FPpiſt. 1 
ſelf 1 few are ſaved; Let her conſider, what Foy the Smiles 
God in Chriſt will be, and what the Love · kiſſes of ſweet, ſweet Jeſy 
and a We*lcome- home to the New Jeruſalem from Chriſt's own Mout 
will be to her Soul; when Chriſt ſhall fold together the Clay.te 
of her Bodie, and lay it by his Hand for a time, till the fair yy; 
ing of the General Reſutrection. I avouch before God, May an 
Angel, that I have nor ſeen, nor can imagine a Love to be com 
parable to loyelie Jeſus : I would not Exchange or Nifer him yit) 
ren Heavens: If heaven could be without him, what could ye d 
there? Grace, grace be with you. | 


Aberd. Your Souls eternal well 
1637. ; Wiſher, . R. 
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Muck Honowred Sir, EN 


Race, Mercy and peace be to you: I have been too long i 
writing to you. I am confident ye have learned to prizeChrift 

and his Love and Favour, more than ordinarie profeſſors, who ſcars 
ſee Chriſt with half an Eye, becauſe their Sight is taken up withe) 
ing and liking the Beauty of this over-guilded World, that promiſet 
fair to all its Lovers, but in the puſh of a Trial, when need is, c: 
give nothing but a fair Beguile. I know ye are not ignorant, th: 
Men come not to this World, as ſome do to a Market, to ſee andh 
ſeen. ; or as ſome come to behold a May-game, and only to bt 
hold and to go home again: Ye came hither to Treat with Got 
and to Tryſt with him in his Chriſt, for Salvation to your Soul, at 
to ſeek Reconciliation with an angry & wrathful God, in a Covenat 
of Peace made to you in Chriſt, and this is more than an ordinat 
Sport, or the play, that the greateſt part of the World give the 
Heart unto : And therefore, worthy Sir, I pray you by the Saly 
tion of your Soul, and by the Mercie of God, and your Compearan( 
before Chriſt, do this in ſad earneſt, and let not Salvation be 30 

by-work, or your Holie-day's Task onlie, or as Work by the way 
For Men think, that this may be done in three Days ſpace on a Fe 

ther-bed, when Death and they are fallen in hands together, at 

tat with a Word or two they ſhall make their Soul-matters right 

Alas, this is to fit looſe and unſure in the Matters of our Salvatiol 

Nay, the ſeeking of this World and the Glory of it, is but an o 

and by-errand, that we may ſlip, ſo being we make Salvation {ut 

Oh when will Men learn to be that Heavenlie-wiſe, as to divot 

from and free their Soul of all Idol- lovers, and make Chriſt the onll 

onlie One, and trim and make readie their Lamps, while they 


«© 
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Frilt, 14% Tettert: 229 
Time and Day! How foon will this Houſe il, and t ere 
thepoor Soul lodgeth fall to the Earth ! How ſoon in cle 
Years paſs away, andthen, when the Day is ended, and this Life's 
Laſe expired, what have Men of World's Glorie, but Dreams and 
Thoughts? O how bleſſed a ching is it to labour for Chriſt, and to 
mike him ſure * Know and try in time your Helding of him, and 
tieRights and Charters of Heaven, and upon what Terms ye have 
Chit and the Goſpel, and what Chrift is worth in your Eſtimation 
and how lightl ie ye eſteem of other things, & how dearlie of Chriſt ! 
m ſure, if ye fee him in his Beautie and Glorie, ye ſnall ſee him, 
q be all Things, and that incomparable Jewel of Gold, that ye 
ould ſeek, howdeit ye ſhould sell, Wodſet and Forfeit your few 
years portion of this Life's Joys. O happie Soul for eyermore, who 
aacightlic compare this Life with that long-laſting Life to come 
dcan ballance the weight ie Glorie of the one, wit thelight Sol- 
nVanitic of the other ! The Day of the Lord is now near hand, 
all Men ſhall come out in their Blacks and Whites, as they ate: 
There ſhall be no borrowed lying Colours in that Day, when Chriſt 
be called Chriſt, and no longer Nicknamed : now Men bor- 
v Chriſt and his white Colour, and the Luſtre and Fairding of 
ciſtianitie 3 but how manie counterfeit Masks will be burnt in 
ebay of God, in the Fire, that thall burn the Earth and the Works 
1 ate in it: And howbeit Chriſt have the hardeſt part of it now, 
tin the preſence. of my Lord, whom I ſerve in the Spirit, I would 
it Nifter or Exchange Chriſt's priſon, Bonds, and Chains, with 
r Gold Chains and lordlie Tents, and ſmiling and happie like 

ens of the Men of this World, 1 am far from thoughts of re- 
uting, beauſe of my Loſſes and Bonds for Ghrift, I wiſh all my 
trerfaries were as I am, except my Bonds. Worthie, worthie, 
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Dearly Belo ved in our Lord, | 3 
| 10 err and Peace from God our Father, and from our Lord 
- : hriſt, be multiplied upon you: 1long exceedinglie to 
'n £ you On-going and Advancement, in your Journie to the 
1 r God 2 my onlie Joy out of Heaven, is, to hear that 
of God {own among you, is growing, and coming to aa 

M 3 J 


— 3 


Harveſt, for I ceaſed not, while 1was among you, in ſeaſon a; 


all Men, for l have communicated to you the whole Counſel of Ge 


Holie Citie, the ae Jeruſalem, that ye keep the Truth of God, 


nenriag the Lord's bleſſed Name, in Sweating, Blaſpheminff 


ive that Day from Morning to Night to Praying, I raiſing, Heari 


Sup pers, but after the Form that 1deliveredit to oa according tot 
"exappleof Chriſt our Lord, That is, that ye ſhould fit as Banquette 


all bear Witneſs, that my Soul was refreſhed with the Comforts 
Sabbath, which is of his own Appointment ) ſhowld be kept holy 


feing ſuch Days fo obſerved ate unlawful, Wil-worſhip, and 
_ warranted in Chriſt's Word; And that every thing in God's Wor 


in Buying or Sellttg, Borrowing or Lending, Taking er Giving 


out of ſeaſon, [ according to the meaſure of Grace given unto me 
to warn and ſtir up your Minds. : and I am free from the Blood 


And 1-now again Charge and Warn you, in the great and dread! 
Name, & in the Sovereign Authoritie of the King of kings and Lo 
of lords; and] beſeech yeu alſo by the Mercies of God, and byt 


Bowels of Chriſt, by your Appearance before Chriſt jeſus our Lor 
dy all che Phagues that are written in God's Book, by your part oft 


delivered it to you, before manie Witneſles, in the fight of Gd 
and his holic Angels; for now the laſt Days are come and comin 
when manie forſake Chriſt Jeſus, and he faith to you, Will ye al 
leave me ? Remember that I forewarned you to forbear. the di 


Curſing, and the prefaning of the Lord's Sabbath; willing you 


of, the Word. Conferring. and ſpeaking net your own words, but Gi 
words, thinking and meditating on God's Nature, Word and War 
And that every Day at Morning and at Night [ atleaſt ] ye ſho 
Jasdiſie the Lord by praying in your How ſes. publickly in the beari 
, all ; that ye ſheuld in any ſert forbear the receiving of the Lor 


at one. Table with our King, and eat and drink, and divide the E 
ments one to another: The Timber and Stones of the Church Wa 


"Ged.ip that Supper: And that creſſing in Babtiſm was nunlawf 
and againſt Ghrift's Ordinance 3. And that no day ( beſides t 


Fan&ified with Preaching and the publick Worſhip of God, for 
-Memorie of Chriſt's Birth. Death, Reſurtection and Aſcenſio 


«es warranted by Chriſt's Telament and Word, was unlawfal; / 
alſo, thet Tdolatry.worſhipping of God before hallowed Creatures, 
adoping of Chriſt by kneeling before Bread & Wine was unlawful; 
hat. ve. ſheuld be humble, ſober, mogeſi, forbearing Pride, E 
alice, Wrath, Hatred, Contention, Debate, Lying, Slandtr 
Stealing, and Detreuding your Neighlours in Graſs, Corn or Ca 


Bargains or Covenants ; And that ye ſhould work with your | 
hands, and be content with that which God bath given yon; Thi 
Jheuld ſtud hto know God and his Will, and keep in mind the Be 
 -of the Catechiſm, which I taught you carefully, and ſpeak of it in 
Howſes and in the Fields, when ye lie down at Night, and when je 
in che Morning; That ye ſbeuld believe inthe Son of God, and 
this Commanaments, and learn te make your Accounts in time with 


Fudge, becaule Death and Judgment are before you: And! 


2 
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Fiſt, 148. Bane” = ft 
ne now penury and want of that Ward, which I deltvered to you 
nen in abundance 3 Tea ( to God's Honour I ſpeak it, without at- 
jogating any thing to my ſelf, who am but a poor emptie Man) ye 
ad as much of the Word, in nine Years while Iwas among you, as 
ſome others have had in manie. Mourn for your Loſs of Time, and 
repent : My Soul pitieth you, that ye ſhould ſuck drie Breaſts, and 
he put to draw at drie Wells: O that ye would eſteem highlie of the 
Lamb of God, your Welbeloved Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe Virtues and 


44 Praiſes 1 Preached unto you with Joy, and which he did Countes 
d. Wl nance and Accompanie with ſome Power ; and that ye would call 
Gd o mind the manie fair Days, and glorious Feaſts in our Lords Houſe - 


of Wine, that ye and I have had with Chrift Jeſus ! But if there 
de anie among you that take Libertie to fin, becauſe I am removed 


410 tom amongſt you, and forget that Word of Truth, which ye heard, | 
min and turn the Grace of God into Wantonneſs ; 1 hete, under j 
ou my Hand, in the Nanie of Chriſt my Lord, write to ſuch perſons all 


the Plagues of Cod and the Curfes that ever I Preached inthe Pulpit 
of Anwoth againſt the Children of Diſobedience : And, as the Lord 
kyeth, the Lord jeſus ſhall make good what I write unto you: Thece- 
fore, Dearly beloved, fulfill my Joy : Fear the great and dreadful 
Name of the Lord: Seek God with me. Scetland's Judgment 
fleepeth not; awake and repent : the Sword of the Lord ſhall 90 
from the North to the Seath, from the Eaſt to the Weſt, and through 
all the Corners of the Land, and that Sword ſhall be drunk with 
your Blood amongſt the firſt ; and 1 ſhall ſtand up. as a Witneſs 
'gpainſt you, i: ye do not amend your Ways and your Doiggs, and 
turn to the Lord with all your Heart: I beſeech you alſo, my Be- 
hued in the Lerd, my Foy and my Crown, offend not at the Suffer- 
ings ot me, the Priſoner ot Jeſus Chriſt ; I am filled with Joy and 
with the Comforts of God: Upon my Salvation, I know and am 
paſwaded, it is for God's Truth, and the Honour of my King and 
Royal Prince Jeſus, I now ſuffer: And hovbeit this Town be m 
Priſon, ye Chriſt hath made it my Palace, a Garden of Pleaſtues, a 
Field and Orchard of Delights: I know likewiſe, albeit 1 be in 
Bonds, that yet the. Word ot God is not in Bonds, my Spirit alſo is 
in flee Ward: Sweet, ſweet have his Comforts been to my Soul: 
my ren, Tongue and Heart have not words to exprels the Kinduels, 
Lore aud Mercie of my Welbeloved to me, in this Houle of my 
Pigtimage, 1 charge you to fear and love Chriſt, and to ſcek a 
Houle not made with Hands, but your Father's Hcule above: This 
laughing and white-skinned World beguileth you, and if ye ſeek it 
more than God, it ſhall p/ay you a ſizp, to the endleſs Sorrow of your 
Heart: Alas! I could not make manie of you fall in Love with Chriſt, 
bowbeit I endeavoured to ſpeak much goed of him, and tocom- 
mend him to you [ which as it was hors Sin, ſo it is my Sorrow] 
jet once again ſuffer me to exhort, beſeech and obteſt you in the 
Lord, to think of his Love, and co be delighted with him, who is 
aogether Lovelie: I give you the word ofa King, ye ſhall not re- 
M4 | . pent 


N pent it: Ye are in my Prayers Night and Day, I cannot forget you! 


Is ſeeking you, and ſeek ye him : 
Choice, and the Flower of your Delights, bur your Lord Jeſus : Set 


twice, and to be happie twice, and to have an Upper-heaven and an 
 Uzaer-heaven too: 


both to poſſe 


He and we, the Bridegroom and the Bride; Devils, Temptations, 


OY .... wry 


3 * * 


I do not eat, Ido not drink, but I pray for you all; I intreat you all 
and every one of you, to pray for me. Grace, grace be with you 


Tear lawful and lovj, 


Aberd. Sept. 23. 
; Paſtor, & R. 


1637. 


— 


— iu uw „ 


225 Yy 


J the Lady CARDONNESS, 


MISTRESS... 3 | 
1 Beſeech you in the Lerd Jeſus, make every day more and more o 
1 Chhriſt, and try your Growth in the Grace of God, and what ney 
Ground ye win dailte on Corruption; for Travellers are day 
day either advancing further on, and nearer Home; or elſe the 
not right about to compaſs their Journie 1 I think ſtill the better 
and better of Chriſt: Alas, 1 know not where to ſet him, I would 
fo fain have him high! I cannot ſet Heavens above Heavens, till 
I were tired with Numbting, & ſet him upon the higheſt Step & Storie 
of the higheſt of them alf: But I with, I could make him gregt 


through the World, ſuppoſe my Loſs and pain and Shame were ſet 
under the Soles of his Feet, that he might ſtand upon me. I requeſt 


you faint not, becauſe this World and ye are at yea and u, and be- 
eaufe this is not a Home that laugheth upon you: The wiſe Lord, who 


\- knoweth you, will have it ſo, becauſe he caſteth a Net for your 


Love, to catch it, and gather it in to himſelf : therefore beat ps 
tientlie the Loſs of Children, and Burdens, and other Diſcontent- 
ments, either within or without the Houſe : Tour Lord in them 
Let none be your Loye and 


not your Heart upon the World, ſince God hath not made it your 
portion 3 for it will not fall you to get two Portions, and to laugh 


Chriſt our Lord and his Saints were not fo ; 
And therefore let go your Grip of this Life, and of the good Things 
of it: L hope your Heaven groweth not hereaway 3 Learn dailie 

15 and miſs Chriſt, in his ſecret Bridegroomeſmiles: He 
muſt go and come, becauſe his infinite Wiſdom thinketh it beſt for 
you; We will be together one Day: We ſhall not need to bortov 
Lizut from Syn, Moon or Candle: There ſhall be no Com- 
plaints on either fide in Heaven : There ſhall be none there, but 


Trials, Deſertion, Loſſes, ſad Hearts, Pain and Death ſhall all be 
pur out of play, and the Devil muſt give up his Office of mein 
O bleſſed is the Soul, whoſe Hope hath a Face looking ſtraight out 
to that Day ! It is not our part to make a Treaſure here: ay 
thing under the covering of Heaven we can build upon, is but 7 


Ground, 


pil 


CE Crol 


God, 
ein it 
ſhaw, 
but G 
Gould 
than | 
Vein 
ue Cl 
ſt it 
ur Hi 
ile I 
opeth 
Ol Lo 
elde: 
pemb 
Fiolen 
Way : 
arm: 
elanc 


imſelf 
i 1 * 


[ 


en it bear the Weight of us? Let us not lay a Load upon a Winale- 


ti God: 1 know all created Powers ſhould fink under tne, if E 
Gould lean down upon it; and therefore it is better to reſt on God, 


tintheLord : Each one of us hath a Whore and Idol, beſides 
ur Husband Chrift : Nut it is our Follie to divide our narrow and 


1 Love, when we lend it to, & lay it out upon Chriſt,and we ate ſure 
vides, that the Stock cannot periſh, Now, I can ſay no more, re- 
jember me, I have God's Right to that People; howbeit by the 
ſiolenee of Men, ſtronger than I, I am baniſhed from you and chaſed 


Fance; but let him do with me what ſeemeth good in his own 


kalen. Grace be with you. 


| Aberd, Tour lawſul and loving 
1637. „ en . R. 
em FT 0 N Re, . x 4 
"> S I BILLA Me A D A M. 
Set | wy * f ; 8 
your MISTRESS s, Bs 3 . 
[7741 Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I can bear witneſs in my 
dan Bonds, that Chriſt is ſtill the longer the better, and no worſe, 


a, inconceiyablie better than he is, or ran be called; I think it 


ep in the Arms of Chrift my Lord, with his left Hand under my 


He ed, and his right Hand embrac:ng me: There is no great 
for oning to be made of the withering of my Flower, in compari- 
crow iP" of the foul and manifeſt Wrongs done to Chriſt: Nay, let 


et the Dew of God lie upon my Branches again, let the Bloom 
ll from my Joy, and let it wither, let the Almightie blow out my 
ndle, ſo being the Lord might be great among Fews and Gen- 


pole! ſhould eat Aſhes: I know, he muſt be Sweet himſelf, when 
Croſs is ſo Sweet: And it is the part of us all, if we marrie 
ſelf, to marrie the Crofles, Loſſes; and Reproaches alſo, that 
Wn him; for Meigic * Chriſt's Croſs ; His Pri- 

N 1 | | Jon- 


6 my Oe | W 
youll ound, and a ſandie Foundation: Everie good Thing, except 
all cod, wanteth a Bottom, and cannot ſtand its alone; how then 


w, there ſhall nothing find my Weight, or found my Happineſs, | 
than fink or fall : and we weak Souls muſt have a Bottom and a 


Jing place, for we cannot ſtand our alone; let us then be wiſe in 
ur Choice, and chuſe and waile our own Bleſſedneſs, which is to 


tle Love: It will not ſerve two, its beſt then to hold it whole and 
yether, and give it to Chriſt ; fox then we get double Intereſt for 


u: The Lord give Mercie in the Day of Chriſt, it may be God 
tit my Skie again, howbeit there is ſmall appearance of my Deli- 


yes : 1 am his Clay, let my Potter frame and faſhion me as he 


lan Heaven, to have my fill of the Smell of his ſweet Breath, and 


u and his oppreſſed Church delivered: Let Chriſt Fare well, 


. 
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To the Laird of C ALLY 
Wann, | Sas 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you:  Lhave been too long, Ic 

'*fels, .in writing to yon, My Sute now to you in Paper ( fin 
1have no Acceſs to ſpeak to you as formerlie ) is, that ye vo 
Lay the Foundation ſure in your Youch : When ye begin to ſe 

Chriſt, try, ipray you, upon what Terms ye Covenant te fol 
Him, and lay your Accounts what it may coſt you; that Sumn 
81 Well nor Wo, may not cauſe you change your M 

er, Chijſt ; Keep fair to him, and be honeſt and faithful, th 
te find not a Cracł in you: Surelie, ye ate now in the Throng 

Temptation: When Youth is come to its faireſt Bloom, then! 
Devil, and the Luſts of a deceiving World, and Sin are upon Hot 

back, and. followeth with Up ſails ;. If this were not, Pæul need 

mot to have yritten to à ſanctified and holie Youth. Timethy ( 

Faithful Preachet of the Goſpel ). flee the Luſti of Youth Give Chi 

your Virgin love, ye cannot put your Love and Heatit in a bet 
and. O if ye knew him, and ſaw his Beautie ! Your Love, j0 
Liking, your Heart, yout Delires would cloſe with him and leave 

| Kim. Love by nature, henhät ſeeth, cannot but caſt out its Spy 
| and Strength upon an:1aple Objects, and good Things, and Thi 
!oye-worthie : and what-fairer Thing than Chriſt? O fair“ 

| and fair Moon, and fair Stars, and fair Flowers, and fair Roles, 4 
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YT fairer Lord Jeſus! Alas, 1 wronged him in making the Compari- 

hn this way! O black Sun and Moon, but O fair Lord Jeſus ! O 
Mack Flowers, and black Lilies and Roſes, but O fair, fair, ever 
fir Lord Jeſus 1 O all fair Things, black and deformed without 
zezutie, when ye are beſide that faireſt Lord Jeſus ! O black Heaven, 


eſus! 1 would ſeek no more to make me Happie for evermore. but 


Eyes enjoy his Fairneſs, and ſtare him for ever in the Face, and 1 
have all that can be wiſhed, Get Chriſt rather than Gold or Silver: 
ſeek Chriſt, howbeit ye ſhould loſe all things for him: They take 


Chiiſt, who reſolve for the World and their Eaſe ; and for their 


Skin, will turn their Back upon Chriſt and his Truth. Alas, 
how manie blind Eyes and ſquint Logkers look this day in Scotland 
upon Chriſt's Beautie, and they ſee a Spot in Chriſt's fair Face! 


lee no Beaut ie in him why they ſhou!d deſtre him ! God ſend me 


his Beaut ie here? But much of Chriſt*s Beautie needeth not abate 
the eager Appetite of a Soul [ ſick of love for himfelf ] to ſee 
him in the other World, where he is ſeen as he is. I am glad with 
all my heart, that ye have given your greexeſt Morning-age, to this 
Lord Jeſus : Hold on, and wearie not, faint not, reſolve upon 
ſuffering for Chriſt, 'but fear not ten days Tribulation, for Chriſt's 
ſowre Croſs is Sugared with Comforts, and hath a Taſte of Chriſt 
himſelf, I eſteem it my Glorie, my Joy and my Crown, and I 
leſs him for this Honour, to be yoked with Chriſt, and Mar- 
ried with him in ſuffering, who therefore was Born, and therefore 


Soul, that croſſeth Nature's Stomach, and delighteth-togaint 
fair Garland and Crown of Glorie! What a feckleſs Loſs is it for 
you, to gothrough this Wilderneſs, and never taſte of Sin's ſugared 


the World, and the Vanities of this vain and worthleſs World: Na- 


Wind and Sails to the Soul, and like Wings, when the Feet come out 
Jeſus, this is not our Reſt, nor our Dwelling = What have we to do 


time Grace, grace be with you. 


hit O fair Chriſt! O black. Angels, but O ſurpaſſinglie fair Lord ; 
athtough and clear ſight of the Beautie of Jefus my Lord: Let my 


their Marks by the Moon, and look aſquint, in looking to fair 


Fonour and Court and Credit; or for Fear of toſſes and a ſore 


Alas,they are not worthie of Chriſt, who look this way upon him, and 


my fill of his Beaut ie, if it be poſſible, that my Soul can be full of 


Pleaſures ! What poorer is a Soul to want Pride, Luſt, Love of 


tue hath no cauſe to weep at the Want of ſuch Toyes as theſe. Eſteem 
it your gain to be an Heir of Glorie; O but that is aneye-fook to {i 
a fait Rent! The verie hope of Heaven, under Troubles, is like 


of the Snare. O! for what ſtay we here? Up, up, after our Lord 


in this Priſon, except onlie to take Meat and Houſe roem in it, for a 


Aberd. Zur Souls Welwiſher and Chriſus 
26357 a a : P riſoner 2 208. R. ON | 


air Lilies, and fair Creatures: but O ten thouſand thouſand times 


came into the World, that he might bear Witneſs to the Truth. Take þ 

pains above all things for Salvation; for, without Running, 

Fighting, Sweating, Wreſtling, Heaven is not taken. O happic 1 
at 
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At. Kenmure... 


Dear Brother, 8 : 
GRace, Mercy and Peace be to you: 1 have been long in anſyer 
ing your Letter, which came in good time to me. It is my Aim 
and heartie Deſire, that my Furnace, which is of the Lord's king. 
ling, may ſparkle Fire upon Sranders , to the warming of their 
Hearts with God's Love. The verie Duſt that falleth from Chis 
Feet, his old ragged Clothes, his knottie and black Croſs, is ſweeter 
to me, than Kings golden Crowns, and their time- eaten Pleaſures: 
Iſchould be a Liar and falſe Witneſs, if I ſhould not give my Lord 
Jeſus a fair Teſtimonial, with my whole Soul :; my Word 1 knoy 
will not heighten him; he needs not ſuch Props under his Feet, 
to raiſe his Glorie high :, But Oh that I could raiſe him the height 
of Heayen, and the breadth and length of ten Heavens, in the Eſti- 
mation of all his young Lovers! For we have all ſhapen Chriſt but 
too narrow and too ſhort, and formed Conceptions of his Love in 
our. conceit, verie unwoxthie of it. Oh that Men were taken and 
catched with his Beautie and Fairneſs ! They would give overplay- 
ing with Idols, in which there is not half-room for the Love of one 
Soul to exſpatiate it ſelf + And Man's Love is but Heart. hung red in 
gnawing upon bare Bones, and ſucking at drie Breafts : It is well 


Love and Goodneſs and Bountie for all, We ſ:ek to Thaw our Frozen Ws a! 
Hearts, at the cold Smoke of the ſhort- timed Creature, and our Souls n to 
gather neither Heat, nor Life, nor Light; For theſe cannot give Me le- 
to us, what they have not in themſelves, Oh that we could thru Mtbeir 
in, through theſe Thorns and this throng of Baſtard-lovers, and be Ie th 
ray,iſhed and lick of Love for Chrift ! We ſhould find ſome Footing Nice 
and ſome Room, and ſweet Eaſe for our tottering and witleſs Suuls I for 
in our Lord. I wiſh it were in my power, after this day, to ccie Mica 
doyn Love but the Love of Chriſt, and ro crie down all Gods but | 
Chriit, all Saviours but Chiiſt, all Welbeloveds but Chriſt, and all Abe, 


Soul-fu:ters, all Love-beggers but Chriſt. Ye complain, that ye 
want a Mark of he found Work of Grace and Love in your Soul, 
For anſwer, co*.!tecr ſor your Satisfaction 1 till God ſend more } 
1 70. 3. 14. And as for your complaint of Deadneſs and Doub(s 
inzs 3 Crit, Thope, will take your Deadneſs and you together: 
They are Eis tall of Holes, running Boils, and broken Bones that 
need mendiicy, that Chriſt the Phylician taketh up: whole Vellels 
are not for the Mediator Chiilt's Art Tublicanes, Sinners, Whores, 
Hajlots, are feadie Markei-wares for Chriſt: The onlie thing that 


Viz} bring Sinners within a call of Cluiſi's. drawing Am, is, 17 


4 4 
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viſt, 163. Litter. 237 
ach ye write of, ſome feeling of Death and Sin, that brings forth 
Lonplaints + and therefore out of Senſe complain more, and be 
xe acquaint with all the Cramps, Stitches and Soul-ſwoonings 
4Ttouble you: The more Pain, and the more Night Watching, 
ithe more Fevers, the better; A Soul bleeding to Death, till 
it were ſent-for, and cried-for in all haſte, to come and few 
Hood, and cloſe up the Hole in the Wound, with his own Hand 
Balm, were a verie good Diſeaſe, when manie are dying of a 
le Heart. We have all too little of Hell- pain and Tetrours that 
I Nay, Gop ſend me ſuch a Hell, as Chriſt hath promiſed to 
ta Heaven out of. Alas! Iam not come that far on in the way, 
o ſay in ſad Earneſt, Lord Jeſus, great and Sovereign Phyſician, 
irapained Patient for thee. - But the thing that we miſtake, is 
unt of Vichery, we hold that to be the Mark of one that hath no 
ce + Nay, 1 ſay, the want of Fighting were a Mark of no Grace; 
all net ſay, the want of Vickory is ſuch a Mark. If my Fire 
the Devil's Water make Crackling, like Thunder in the Air, I am 
gls feared; for where there is Fire, it is Chriſt's part, that I lax 
bind upon him, to keep in the Coal, and to pray the Father that 
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e 
we. Fith fail not, if 1 in the mean time be wreſtling and colng, and 
Mi. Wing and mourning : For Prayer puts not Paul's Devil [the 
but Wt iz he Fleſh, and the Meſſenger of Satan] to the Door, at firſt; 
ein N £08v will have them trying everie one another, and let Paul 
and Whbir{e!f by Gop's help, Gop keeping. the Stakes, and moderat- 


the lay: And ye do well, not to doubt, if the Ground-fione 


lay-| 
wh e, but to try if it be ſo; for there is great Odds between doabt- 


one 


in lat we have Grace, and trying if we have Grace: the former 
well be sin, but the latter is good. We are but looſe in trying our 
1 of holding of Chiiſt, and making ſure Work of Chriſt. Holie 
ozen Wis a ſearching the Camp, that there be no. Enemie within our 
souls n to betray us, and a ſeeing that all be faſt an ſure : For I ſee 


e leaking Veſſels fair before the Wind, and Profeſſours who 


give 
. their Convertion upon Truſt, and they go on ſecurelie, and ſee 


hruſt 


nd be Wo the Under-water, till a Storm ſink them Each Man had 
oting Whivice a Day and oftner, to be ryped and ſearched with Candles. 
Souls bor me, that the Loxp would give me Nouſe reom again, to 
 ccie Nicandle to this dark World. Grace, grace be with you, 

is but | | 


d all . Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweets Lord 
it ye | | and Maſter, S. K 
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rw ke, Mercy and Peace be to you: J am glad that ever ye did 
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pour Love on Chriſt; taſten more and more Love every 
hen e Day 
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239 Mr. Ratherfoord's  FEpift, i; 
Day upon him. O if l had a River of Love, a Sea of Love, that 
never go dry, to beſtow upon him! But alas the pity, Chrig 
Beauty for me, but I have not Love for him. O what Fain is it, t 
Chriſt in his Beauty, and then to want a Heart and Love for h 
But I ſee, want we muſt, till Chriſt lend us, never to be payed ag 
O that he would empty theſe Vaults and Lower Houſes of theſe | 
Souls, of theſe baſtard and baſe Lovers. which we folloy! 
verily, 1 ſee no Object in Heaven or in Earth, that I could 
this much of Love upon, that L have, but upon Chriſt, Alas! 
Clay and Time, and Shadows run away with our Love: whit 
ill ſpent upon any but upon Chriſt ; Each Fool at the Day et- 
ment ſhall ſeek back his Love from the Creatures, when he fg 
them all in a fair Fire, but they ſhall prove irreſponſal Deb 
And therefore tis beſt here, we /ook ere we leap; and leck e 
Love. I find now under his Crofs, that I would fain.give. him 
than 1 have to give him, if Giving were in my Power.: But Ir 
wiſh him my Heart than give him it: except he take it, and put 
ſelf in poſleſſion of it, I for I hope he hath a Marker Right tc 
- ſince he hath Ranſomed me] I ſee not how-Chriſt can have m 
that he would be pleafed to. be more homely with my Souls [ 
and to come into my Soul and take his Own! But when he 


e 
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np's 


away and hideth himſelf, all is to me that I had of Chriſt, ar 
had fallen in the Sea Bottom. Oh that I ſhould be 10 Fickle i lea 
Love, as to Love Chriſt only by the Eyes and the Noſe! That Ws! 
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Love him only in as far, as fond and fooliſh Senſe carrieth me 
no more: And when I See not, and Smell not, and Toucl 
then I have all toſeek. 1 cannot Love pergquier, nor Rejeyce 
guier: But this is our Weakneis, till we be at Home. and Qall 
aged Mens Stomachs to bear Chriſt's Love, Pray for me, 1h 
Lonxp would bring me backto you, with a new Bleſſing of th 
ſpel of Chriſt, | I ſorget not you, Grace, grace be with you, 


Aberd. 163 7. : Yours in his ſwet 
Feſus, S. R. 
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To WILLIAM GLENDINI 


Dear Brother, | 
E are heartily welcome to that Honour, that Chriſt hatl 
common tous both, which is to ſuffer for his Name 
I think it my Garland and Crown, and if the Lozy ſho 
of me my Blood and Life for this Cauſe, 1 would gladly, 
Strength, pay due Debt ro Thiit*s Honour and Glory, in thi 
Acquaint your ſelf with Chriſt's Love, and you ſhall not mils 
new. Golden Mines and Treaſures in @hrift » Nay truly, 


Aand belide Shriſt, we. go not i» to hin, to take our fill of bi 
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ie ſhould do two things, 1. Draw the Curtairis, and make 
his Holy Face; And then 2. Clear our dim and bleired Eyes, 

ke his Beauty and Glory, he ſhould find manie Lovers. I would 
Lo more Happineſs, but a Sight of him ſo near hand, as to 
Hear, Smell and Touch, and Embrace him: But Oh, cloſed 
Ns, and Vails, and Curtains, and thick Clouds hold me in 
5 while! find the ſweet Burning of his Love, that manie Waters 
mot quench! O what ſad Hours have I, when Ithink that Love 
chtiſt ſcars at me, and blows by me! If my Lord Jeſus would 

ne to Bargaining for his Love, I think he ſhould fnake Price him- 
f 1 ſhould not refuſe Ten Thouſand Years in Hell, to have a 
4 Soul enlarged and made wider, that" might be exceedingly 
en to the running over] filled with his Love. O what am Ito 
ne uch an One, or to be Loved by that high and loftie One! 1 
kthe Angels may bluſh to look upon him: and whatam 1, to 


tig ©: infinite Brightneſs with wy finful Eyes: O that Chriſt 
pu Nad come near, and ſtand ftill, and give me Leaye to Look upon 
i (OE! For to ook ſeemeth the poor Man's Privilege, ſince he may, 


«nothing, and without Hire, behold the San, I ſhould have a 
ng's Life, if 1 had no other thing to do, but for evermore to be- 
i and eye my fair Lord Jeſus : Nay ſuppoſe 1 were holden out, 


duch an Hole in the Door, and ſèe my deareſt and faireſt Logp's 
ce, O Great King, why ftandeſt thow aloof? Why remaineſt thou 
nd the Mountains: O Welbelvved, why diſt thon Pain a poor 
al 3th Delays 2 A long Time out of thy Glorious Preſence is 


Wo Deaths and two Hells to me; We muſt meet, I muſt ſee him, 1 
i not want him: Hunger and Longing for Chriſt hath brought 
of "ici a Neceſſity ot enjoying Chriſt, that, coſt me what it will, 1 


not but aſſure Chriſt, 1 will not, Ia not want hin: Forl can- 
xt maſter or command Chriſt's Love: nay, Hell [ as I now 


ſ 90 link! and all the Pains in it laid on me alone, would not. put me 
3 um Loving r Yea, ſuppoſe my Lord Jeſus would not love me, it 


ubove my Strength or Power, to keep back or impriſon the we ik 


de, and live upon Chriſt's Love its alone: Let me have no Joy, 
uthe Warmneſs and Fire of Gop's Love: Iſeek no other: Gop 
noveth, if this Love de taken from me, the Bottom is fallen out 
f ill my Happineſs and Joy; and therefore, I believe, Chriſt wilt 
wer do me that much Harm, as to bereave a poor Priſoner of his 
ye; it were Ctueltie to take it from me: and he who is Kindneſs 
elf cannot be Cruel. Dear Brother, wearte not of my ſwee: Ma- 
ers Chains; weare ſo much the ſibber to Clirift that we ſuffer ; 


NIN 


ſt hath 
me. 


ap og not a hard Thought of my Royal King, rejoyce in his Croſs: 
zac out Deliverance ſleepeth not; he that will come is not ſlack of his 
t mi 


How long? Thope, he ſhall loſe nothing of you in the Furnace, 
ut Droſs : Commit your Cauſe in Meekneſs ( forgiving your 
ImcKours ) to GoD,. and your Sentence ſhall come back from him 


1 of Ju 


Heaven's fair Entry, 1 ſhould be Happie for evermore, to look * 


ye l have, but it muſt be out to Chriſt I would ſet Heaven's Joy 
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7 ROBERT LENN o! 
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| Dear Brother, | | | 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I beſeech you in the It 
| Jetus, make faſt and ſure Work of Life Eternal; Sow not rn! 
ten Seed: every Man's Work will ſpeak for it ſelf, what | 
Sced hath been. O how manie ſee I. who ſow to the Fleſh ! Al; 
what a Cropt will that be, when the Lokv ſhall pur. in his Hook 
reap this World, that is ripe and white for Judgment? I reco! 
mend to you Holineſs and Sanctificat ion, and that ye keep your (Wit C 
Clean from this preſent evil World: We delight to tellouto 
Dreams, and to flatter our own Fleſh with the Hope we have; It ue 
Wiſdom for us to be Free, Plain, Honeſt and Sharp with outo 
_ Souls, and to charge them to Brew better, that they may Drink ud 
and Fare well, when Time is melted away like Snow in a hot S, dir: 
mer. O how hard a thing is it, to get the Soul to give up with 
things on this fide of Death and Doomſday ! We ſay, we ate! 
moving and going from this World; but our Heart ſtirreth note 
Foot off its Seat. Alas ! I fee few heavenly minded Souls, t 
have nothing upon the Earth, but their Bodie of Clay going up 1 
down this Earth, becauſe their Soul and the Powers 
it are up in Heaven, and there their Hearts live, deſire, enjoy, ! 
joyce. Oh! Mens Souls have no Wings, and therefore Night al 
Day they keep their Neſt, and are not acquaint with Chriſt. J 
take you to your own thing, to Chriſt, that ye may be acquaint 
with the Taſte of his Sweetneſs and Excellency 3 and ch 1ge Jl yy; 
Love not todote apon this World; for it will not do you: Buli»@l;c. 
in that Day, when nothing will come in ged. ead to you, but Gol 
Favour: Build upon Chrift tome good, choice and faſt Work; 
when your Soul for manie fears hath takes the play, and hath pc 
ed, and wandered through the Creatures, ye will come home 4g bon 
Vith the Wind: They are not good, at leaft not the Souls good; 


BV the infinite God-head that mult allay the maarpneſs of your as 


|, „% Cette: 24 
{Happineſs ;' otherways there ſhall ſtill be a Want of Satistadi- 
t in Noot Defires : And it he would caft in ten Worlds in your 


Cros, all ſhall fall thorow, and your Soul ſhall ſtill ory Red Hang- 
Back Hunger 3 But I am ſure, there is ſufficient fot you in 


etter i, if ye had ſeven Souls and ſeven Deſires in you: Oh if I could 
my Lord Jeſus Marker-ſweet, Lovely, Defireable, and Fair 
{the World, both to Few and Gentile! O let my part of Heaven 
hrit, ſo being he would take my Tongue to be his Inſtrument, 


wneſs and Matchleſs Glorie, to the Eyes and Hearts of Fews 
Gentiles 1 But who is ſufficient for theſe things > O forthe 
hof Angels Tongues, te make Chriſt Zye ſweet and amiable to 
eThouſands! O how little doth this World ſee of him, and 
far are they from the Love of him, ſeing there is ſo much 
ineſs, Beautie and Sweetneſs in Chriſt, that no created Eye did 


jput manie in at the Bridegroom's Chamber Door, to ſee his 
tic, and to be Partakers of his high, and deep, and broad, and 
dels Love. O let all the World come nigh and ſee Chriſt, and 


wmto lay down for a Sea-full of his Love! that I could come 


—— , 


u out Chriſt in his whole Braveries of Love, Virtue, Grace, 


jet ſee I would that all Men knew his Glorie, and that 1 


e 1 tall then lee more than I can ſay of him! O if I had a Pledge 


hat e much of Chriſt, as would farisfie greining and longing for. 
| Al or rather increaſe it, till 1 were in full Poſſeſſion ! I know, 
ook Niall meet, and therein Irejoyce. Sir, ſtand faſt in the Truth of 
recoil, that ye havejreceived: Yield not to Winds, but ride out, 
our i et Chriſt be your Anchor, and the only He, whom ye ſhall look 
ur offi in Peace. Pray for me his Priſoner, and that the Lonp 
It v ſend me among you to feed his People. Grace, grace be with 
ur o „ By 47 | | 
Ik w | 


JOHN FLEMING 
Bailiff of Leith. 


gain 

seg Ny Sir, | - . 

ul ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: The Loxp hath brought 
60% ne ſafe to this Strange Town 1 Bleſſed be his Holie Name: 1 
: ; nd his Croſs eaſie and ligh*, and 1 hope he ſhall be with his 

h P od Joſeph, who is ſeparated from his Brethren: His Comforts 
G on ddounded towards me, as if Ehtiſt thought Shame [ if I may 


0] to be in the Common of ſuch a poor Man, as 1 am, and 
not aye me loſe anie thing in his Errands: My gee 
: . ave, 


Aud. 1637. Wars in his ſweat Lord 
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242 Mr. Rutherford - Epil, Ii 
have, beſide their Intention, made me moxe Bleſſed, and har 
me in a ſweeter Poſſeſſion of Chriſt, than ever I had before: Ml 180 
the Memorie of the fair Days, I had with my Welbeloved, ame 

the Flock intruſted to me, keepeth. me Low, and fowreth m 
teen Joy: But it muſt be ſo, and he is Wiſe, who tutoureth me 
way: For that which my Brethren, have, and Iwant, and othe 
this World have, I am content, my Faith will frif Gop my fis 
neſs : No Son offendeth. that his Father giveth him not Hire t 
a Year; for heistoabide in the Houſe, when the Inheritance 
be divided: It is better Gop's Children live upon Hope than 
Hire. Thus remembring my Love te your worthie and kind H 


bleſs you and her, and all yours, in the Loxp's Name, mb 
| = i | |: me 
Aberd. Sept. 20. Tours in his only, only Luce 
1637. | : Jeſus, S. R. , | 
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o WILLIAM GLENDINI 
aw 3 75 . | ; I, 5 | 

Bailiff of Kirkcudbright. 

Worthy Sir, 4 FT 
G9 Mercy and Peace be to you: Iam well, Honour be to 
and as well as a Rejoycing Friſonex ot Chriſt can be, hopin 
one Day He, for whom 1 now Suffer, ſhall Enlarge me, and p 
above the Threatnings of Men: I am ſometimes ſad, heavie & 
down, at the M-morie of the fair Days I had with Chriſt, in 
ust, Kirkcudbright, &c. The Remembrance of. a Feaſt en eil, 
eth Hunger in a Hungrie Man; but who knoweth, but our ma 
will yet cover a Table in the Wilderneſs to his Hungrie Bain s 
build the old waſte places in Scotland, and bring tome Zion ei 
"tives: Idefire to ſee no more Glorious Sight, till I fee the LA r ſur 
his Throne; than to ſee Meunt Zion all green with Graſs, ate. 
Dew lying upon the Tops of the Graſs, and the Crown pu ew: 
Chriſt's Head in Szot/and again: And l believe it ſhall be 
that Chriſt ſhall mow down his Enemies, and fill the Pits wit us, 
Dead Bodies. I find People here Dry and Untouth: A Man 
ed at for Suftering dare not be Countenanced 3 fo that 1am WiWon. 
fit minealoneuponthe Ground: But my Lon payeth me well 
again; for I have neither Tongue, nor Pen, nor Heart to 6 
the Sweetneſs and Excellency of the Love of Chriſt : C 
Hony- combs drop Heny, and Floods of Conſolation upon m 
My Chains are Gold: © Chriſt's Croſs is all Overguilded a 
fumed: His Priſon is the Garden and Orchard of my Delig 
would go through Burning-quick to my Lovelie Chriſt ; If 
his Arms all the Night, and my Head betwixt his Breaſts, M 


1 fill. 158. Letters. EEE 247 | 


ayWelored is altogether Lovelie: This is all nothing, to that which 
WT... Soul hath telt: Let no Man, tor my Cauſe, ſcar at Chrift's 
als: if my Stipend, Place, Countrie, Credit; had been an Earl- 

Jon. a Kingdom, ten Kingdoms, and a whole Earth; all were too 


bu iule for the. Crown and Scepter of my Royal King : Mine Enemies, 
the hne Enemies have made me Bleſſed. They have fent me to the 
e egroom's Chamber: Tove is his Banner over me: I live a 
te gs Life: 1 want nothing but Heaven, and the Poſleflion of the 
nce Porn: my Earneſt is great; Chriſt is no Nizgard to me. Dear 
an u urher, be for the Lord Jeſus and his Heart broken Bride. I need 
ni [1hope] remember my Diſtrefled Brother to your Care. Re- 


amber my Love to your Wife. Let Chriſt want nothing of us: His 
ments ſhall be rolled in the Blood of the Slain of Scotland. 
xe, grace be with you: Pray for Chrift's Priſoner, 


167. | Jeſus, S. R. 
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de to 8 

opinf Dear Brother. 8 . 
ind pace, Mercy and Peace be to you: I am by Gop's Mercy come 
ie & now to Aberdeen, the place of my Confinement, and ſettled 
iſt, it in an Honeſt Man's Houſe : 1 find the Town's-men cold, ge- 


real, and dry in their Kindneſs, yet I find a Lodging in the Heart 
| manie Strangers: My Challenges are revived again, and 1tind 


Bain sores Bleeding of new; ſo dangerous and painful is an Under- 
Zion e Conſcience ;.. yet! have an Eye to the Blood, that is Phyſick 
ie L ſuch Sores : But verilie, I fee Ebriſiantty- is conceived to be 
{s, Are eaſie and lighter than it is; fo that 1 ſometimes think, I never 


n pu ex anie thing, but the Letters of that Name; for our. Nature 
| be q rents it ſelf with little in Godlineſs. Our Lord, Lerd, ſeemeth 


ts wü us, ten Lord Lords: little Holineſs in ar Ba//axce is much, 
jon. our ſoft Natures, and to make a fair Court - way to Heaven: 


t to it to make Heaven a Citie more eaſilie taken, than Gop hath 
7 nde it: I perſwade my ſelf, manie Runners ſhall eome ſhort and 
on my 2 Diſappointment. Oh! how eaſie is it to deceive our ſelves, 

to ſleep, and wiſh that Heaven may fall down in our Laps! Yet 
Deli al my Lozn's Glooms, I find him Sweet, Gracious, Loving, 
IA: and Iwant both Pen and Words to ſet forth the Fairneis, 
5, Mie and Sweetnels of Chriſt's Love, and the Honour of the 

8 : | Cro 


„ ROBERT GORDON 


cauſe it is our own Holineſs; and we love to lay ſmall Burdens -- 


ud. know it. were neceſſary to take mote. Pains than we do, and 


—— — Mr. rd's 


Jun, and to all Friends. The Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit, | 
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buted (beſide their Deſign ) to make me Bleſſed, This is my Pala 
not my Priſon ; eſpeciallie, when my Loxp ſhineth and ſmileth up 


ye thall not ſoon ſhrink, nor be ſhaken: make tight work at ti 


— 
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piſt. Ti 
Croſs of Shriſt, which is glorious to me, tho the World think 
Shame thereof: I verilie think, that the Croſs of Chriſt uc 
bluſh and think Shame of theſe Thinskined Worldlings, who are 
married to their Credit, that they. are aſhamed of the Sufferings 
Chriſt. O the Honour, to be ſcourged, ſtoned with Chriſt, and 
o through a F=riows-faced Death to Life eternal! But Men vo 
ave Lawborrows againſt Chriſt's Cris. Now, My dear Brith 
forget not the Priſoner of Chriſt, for I ſee verie few here, whoki 
lie Fear Gov, Grace be with ou Let my Love in Chtiſt, a 
heartie Affection be remembred to your kind Wife, to your Bott 


Aberd. Sept. 20. Toes in his only, only Lor 


1% ˙ Jieſat, S. R. 
Te E AL ESTO WN Tounger 
Mach W Sir, = : | 


ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: 1 am well, Chriſttriump 
eth in me, bleſſed be his Name: I have all Things, Iburd 
no * I ſee, this Earth and the Fulneſs thereof is my F 
ther's: ſweet, ſweet is the Crofs of my Lonxp, The Bleſſing 
Gop upon the Croſs of my Lord Jeſus. My Enemies have conti 


his poor afflicted and ſold Fefeph, who is ſeparated from his} 
thren : But often he hideth himſelf, and there is a Day of Lam, at 
a Court of Challenges within me; I know not, if fenced in Got 
Name, but Oh my Neglects! Oh my unfeen Guiltineſs! I imagi 
ed, that a Sufterer for Chriſt kept the Keys of Chriſt's Treaſut 
and might take out his Wombful of Comforts, when he pleaſed; | 
I ſee, a Sufferer and Witneſs will be holden at the Door, aſwell asa 
other poor Sinner, and glad to eat with the Bairns, and to taketl 
By-board. This Croſs hath let me ſee, that Heaven is net att! 
next Door, and that it is a Caſtle not ſoon taken: I ſee alſo, it 
neither Pain nor Art, to play the Hypocrite: We have all learnt 
to ſel] our ſelves for double Price, and to make the People, whoc 
Ten Twenty, and Twenty an Hundred, efteem us haiſ-gods, 
Men fallen out of the Clouds: But Oh Sincerity, fencerity, if 
knew what Sincerity meaneth. Sir, lay the Foundation thus, al 


Bottom, and your Ship ſhall ride againſt All Storms, if withal 30 
Anchor be faſtened uppn good Ground, I mean within the Vail: al 
verilie I think this is A, to gain Chriſt : All other things 

Shadows, Dreams, Fancies and Nothing. &ir, remember my Lo 
to your Mother: I pray for Mercie and Grace to her 3 J — 


in ging toward Heaven i As I promiſed to write, ſo ſhew her, 1 want 


ting in my Lonp's Service; Chriſt will not be in ſuch a poor Man's 
ate benen as mine. Grace be with you. 5 


ng Herd. Sept. 22. | Yoxrs in his ſweet Lord 
. £4 N T3 
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yrt hy and dear Brother, 5 5 
ce, Mercy and Peace be to you: I have been too long in writ- 
ingto you, but multitude of Letters taketh much Time from 
me. 1 bleſs his Great Name, whom I ſerve in the Spirit, if it 
eto voting amongſt * r.gels and Men, how Excellent and Sweet 
it is, eren in his Reproaches and in his Croſs, I can- 
but vote with the firſt, that all that is in him, both 
5 and Crown, Kiſſes and Glooms, Embracements and Frown- 
x and Strokes are Sweet and Glorious: God ſend me no more 
wineſs in Heaven or out of Heaven, but Chriſt : For 1 find 
World, when I have looked upon it on both ſides, within and 
wut; and when I have ſeen even the laughing and lovely-like 
of it, to be but a Fool's Idol, a Clay Priſon ; Lox, let it 
be the Neſt that my Hope buildeth in. I have now Cauſe, to 
and my part of this Earth not worth a blaſt of Smoke, or a Mouth 

o brown Bread. I wiſh my Hope may take a Ranning- leap, 


* ip over Time's pleaſures, Sin's plaiſtering and gold - foile, this 
» bath, and reſt upon my Lonp. O how great is our Night- 
| Genes in this Wilderneſs: To have anie Conceit at all of this 


tld; is, as a Man would cloſe his Handful of Water, and, hold- 
lis Hand in the River ſay, all the Water of the Flood is his ; as 
ed; b ere indeed all within the Compaſs of his Hand : Who would 
„ blugh at the Thouglits of ſuch a Crack- brain? Verilie, they 
rake ti but a Handful of Water, and are but like a Child claſping his 
ot at Hands about a Night ſhadow, who idolize anie created Hope, 
60 b. 1 now /igh:ly put the Price of a Dream, or Fable, or 
jean Nothing, upon all things, but Gop, and that deſireable and 
hoc orthie One, my Lord jeſus: Let all the World be thing 
Nothing was their Seed and Mother) and let Gob be Al 
ity, if very dear Brother, know, ye are as near Heaven, as ye 
tar from your ſelf, and far from the Love of a bewitching and 
+ ar t World: For this World, in it's Gain and Glorie, is but the 
hal ye tand notable common Whore, that all the Sons of Men have 
ail: An Fancie and Luft withal theſe Five Tbouſand Yeats :, the Chil- 
ings D, that they have begotten with this uncouth and luſtful Lover, 
my Lo iu Vanitie, Dreams, Gold imaginations and Night Thoughts: 
win ee is no good Ground here under the Covering of Heaven, 
ongon er, and poor weaticd Souls to ſet down their Foot upon. of 
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246 Mr. Rut herfoord's Epiſt. 14 
he who is called GOD, that one whom they Term Jeſus Chr; 
worth the having indeed, even if I had given away all without 
Eyb-holes, my Soul, and my ſelf for. ſweet Jeſus my Lonp! 0 
the Claim be cancelled, that the Creatures have to me, except: 
Claim my Lord Jeſus hath to me! Oh that he would claim poor 
my filly, light and worthleſs Soul! O that he would puriue 
Claim to the utmoſt Point, and not want me, For it is my p- 
and temedifefs Sorrow to want him. 1 ſee nothing in this Life, | 
Sinks, and Mires, and Dreams, and beguiling Ditehes, and 
Ground fot us to build upon, I am fullie perſwaded of Chi 
Victorie in Scotland, but I fear this Land be not yet ripe and wh 
for Mercie: Yet 1 dare be ha!fer (upon my Salvation) with 
| Lofles of the Church of Scotland, that her Foes Afternoon ſt 
fing Do /e and Sorrow for eyermore, and that her Joy ſhall once 
ain be cried up, and her Skie ſhall clear: But Vengeance and Bu 
Ing ſhall be to her Advetſaries, and the Sinners of this Land, 
that we could be awakened to Prayers and Humiliation ! TI 
ſhould our Sun ſhine like ſeven Suns in the Heaven, then fhauld 
Temple of Chriſt be builded upon the Mountain-tops, and 
Land from Coaſt to Coaſt ſhould be filled with the Glory of 
LoD. Brether, your Day-task is wearing ſhort, your Hour-gl 
of this Span-length and Hand-breadth of Life will quickly p 
and therefore take Order and Courſe with Matters betwixt you 4 
Chriſt, before it come to open Pleading : there are no Quarters te 
had of Chriſt, in open fodgmetit. I know, ye fee your Thr 
wearing ſhort, and that there are not manie Ii.chesto the Thies 
End; and therefore loſe no Time. Remember me his Priſolfi 
that it would pleaſe the Lox, to bring me again amongſt you y 
abundance ot the Goſpel. Grace, grace be with you, 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet LD. 
| Jeſus, S. R. Mic 
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To Mr. HUGH MS KA IL 
Reverend and dear Brother, wy . 

| I Thank you for your Letter: I cannot but ſhew you, that as 1 
ver expected anie thing from Chriſt, but much Good and Ri 
neſs; ſo he hath made me to find it, in the Houſe of 
Pilgrimage: And believe mè, Brother, I give it to you under 
own Hand- write, that whoſo looketh to the white Side of Chr 
Cxoſs, and can take it up handſomlie with Faith and Courage, 
find it ſuch a Burden, as Sails are to a Ship, or Wings to a Bind 
find my Lox> hath overguilded that black Tree, and hath periut 
it, and oiled it, with Joy and Conſolation. Like a Fool, on 


would Chide and Plead with Chriſt, and ſlander him to others 
| 5 — Unkind 


> <= 8 
. TY = © % 


OL” 


Lineſs : but I truſt in Gop, not to call his Gloomy unkind againz 
tjbath taken from me my Sackclota -: 'and1verilie cannot tell 
'yhat 2 poor Foſeph and. Prifoner (with whom my Mothers 
len were Angrie ) doth now think of kind Chriſt : Iwill chide 
me, providing he will quite me all By-gones ; for 1 am poor. 
nuuglit in this Ill Weather, to go on the le- ide of Chriſt, and 
bim in between me and the Storm: I thank Gop I walk on the 
aide of the Brae. I vrite it that ye may ſpeak in my behalf 
miſesof my LoRD to others, that my Bonds may preach. O 
1 $,0ctand knew the Feaſts, and Love-blinks, and Viſits; that 
relates have ſent me unto! I will verilie give my Lord Jeſus a 
biſcharge of all, that 1, like a Fool, laid to his Charge, and 
lim Pardon te the Mends. Gop grant, that in my Temptati- 
come not on his Vrong-ſide again, and never again fall a Rave 


0 tier, while ye have Time: A Pulpit would be a high Feaſt to me, 
| * ae not ſay one Word againſt him, who hath done it, Lam not 
Ad f the Houſe as yet; my ſweet Maſter faith, I ſhall have Honſe- 
nd his own Elbow : albeit their Synagegue will aeed- force 
„of Wi: out- A Letter were A Work of Chatitie to me, Grace be with 
= | Pray for me. | „ 45. b ; 
79 Aberd. Novemb. 22 Your Bro tber and Chriſt's : 
* 1637. 8 Priſoner, S. R. 

r Thr | 


Three 
vous 


JAMES MURR AT. 


+ Lori Dar Brother, | 


_7 


better in my Soul. I find my Loxp no worſe than his Word, 1 
wilhe with him in Trouble, is made good to me now: He hear- 
the Sighing of the Priſoner. Brother, I am comforted in my 
jlPrince and King 1 The World knoweth not our Life, it is a 
tie to them: We have the Sunny-ſide of the World, and our 
pile is fac above theirs, yea our weeping above their laughing, 
Chis but like the crackling of Thorns under a Pot; And therefore, 


L 


it as vue good cauſe to fight it out, for the Day of our Laureation is 
and K occhin I find my Priſon the ſweeteſt place, that ever was ins 
aſe of laid jeſus is kind to me, and hath takenthe Mask off his Face, 
ndern content to quite me all By-gones : I dare not complain of him. 


f Chr 


Ifor my Silence, I lay it before Chriſt, J hope it ſhall be a ſpeaks 


rage, Wi” ) | 
| Sad Et 1:0 more, but that King J=:ſus may be great in the North of 
peru t, in the South, and in the Eaſt and HP, through my Suffer- 
ol, on bor che Freedom of my Lory?s Houſe and Kingdom. If Icould | 


others 


N good Quarters in time to come with Chriſt, Iwould fear no- 
nkindn EGS 


thing; 


ginſt my P hyſician, in my Fever. Brother, plead with your 


FFF 5 3 3 r : ; 
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leceived your Letter: I am in good Health of Bodie, but far 


Woe He, who knoweth what 1 would, knoweth that my Soul 
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for his Abſence, who is now come. 1 find Chriſt dow not he] 


' Love long, it muſt break out at length. Praiſe, praiſe with 


— — 
1 ” 


| his Love to my Soul; I with you all a part of m co th 


T JOHN FLEMING: 


_ Chriſt's hand, but much good and comfort; and Iamnotdi 
I would not exchange my Weeping in Priſon with the fourten 


At my firſt coming hete, I found great Heavineſs, eſpeciallic 


and others to joyn with me ig this Work, This Land ſhall ben 


\ 
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thing 2 But Oh!. Oh! 1 complain of my woful outbreakinel fol 
— * at the Remembrance of a new Out- caſt betwixt him — 
nd I have cauſe, when I conſider, what ſick and fad Days I hare 


Unkind; our Feſeph's Bowels yern within him, he cannot ſmol 
Brother, and deſire my Acquaintance to help me: I dare not con! 


Lord Jeſus may be honoured : I allow you not to hide Chriſt's N 
ty tome, when ye meet with ſuch as know Chriſt. Ye write nath 
to me, what are the cruel Mercies of the Prelates toward me 

Miniſters of this Town, as J hear, intendrthat I hall be moregy 
lie Confined, or elfe Tranſported, becauſe they find ſome Pe 
affe& me. Grace bewith you, I ; 


Aberd. Nov. 21. | Tours in the I 
1637. - . Jeſus, 8. N 
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' Bailiff of Leith. 

My very worthy Friend, 8 : 
Gbace; Mercy and Peace be to you: I received your Letter: I. 
my Loxp through Jeſus Chriſt, I find hif Word good, Ja. 


10. Thavecheſen thee in the Furnace of Affliction. And | 
91. 15. 1 will be with him in Troable. I never expedtedoth 


pointed: I find my Lon b's Croſs overguilded and oiled with C 
forts: My Lory hath now ſhown me the white ſide of his Ci 


Hates Laughter. amidſt their hungrie and lean Joys. This W 
knoweth not the Sweetnels of Chriſt's Love, itis a Myſterietot 


cauſe it hadpleaſed the Prelates, to add this gentle Crueltieto 
tormer Sufferings, ( for it is gentle to them) to inhibitethe M 
ſters of the Town to give me the Libertie of a Pulpit : 1 ſaid, 
aileth Chriſt at my Service > But Iwas a Fool, he hathchideh 
ſelf Friends with me: if ye and others of Gov's Children | 

raiſe his grest Name, who makes worthleſs Men Witneſſes 
E my Silence and Sufferings ſhall preach more, than u Tot 


Ab, 
could do ; if his Glorie be ſeen in me, Iam ſatisfied; for Ing: 
no Kindneſs of Chriſt; And, Sir, I dare not ſmother his Lib Frong 


litie : 1wziteit to you, that ye may praiſe, and deſire your Bro 


0 


delo 


folate : our Iniquities are full: The Lux ſaith, we ſhall drink 


Aue and fall. Remember my Love to your good kind 3F/ife. 
nee be with you. | 


Aberd. Nov. 13. Nux in hiseſweet Lord 
1636. | | Jeſus; SN. | 
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„EAR L ES TOWN Eder. 


f. 12. 11. And they vercame the Dragen by the Blood of the Lamb, 
nd the Word of their Teſtimony, and they loved not their Lives unte 
the Death. „ a 
Much Honoured Sir, Tc 3 ST _— 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I long to ſee you in Paper, 
and to be Refreſhed by you. I cavnct but deſire you, and 
charge you to help me to Praiſe him, who feedeth a poor Pri- 
et with the Fairneſs of his Houſe. O how weightie is his Love! 
hu there is much Telling in Chriſt's Kindneſs! The Ames, the 
ful and true Witneſs hath payed me my Hundred-fold, well told 
lone to the Hundred : 1 complained of him, but he is owing 
nothing now. Sir, I charge you to help me to praiſe his Good- 
þ and to proclaim to others my Bridegroom's Kindneſs, whoſe 
ſeis better than Wine. I took up am Action againſt Chriſt, and 
r: i Piea againſt his Love, and libelled Unkindneſs againſt Chriſt 
La. lanp; and I ſaid, it is my Death, He hath forgotten me: 
And! my meek Lon p held his Peace; and beheld me, and would 
doth contend for the laſt Word of Flyting, and now he hath chi- 
not di mſelt Friends with me: And now I tee, He muſt be Gov, and 
1th de Fleſn: 1 paſs from my Summonds, 1 acknowledge he 
is CIO have given me my fill of it, and never troubled himſelf ? But 
tem le hath taken away the Mask, I have been comforted, he . 
his W irot ſmothex his Love anie longer to a Priſoner and a Stranger: 
eto nent that I may never ha. Plea againſt Chriſt again, but may 
c1al116 zood Quarters with him. I want no Kindneſs, no Love- 
tie 10 ; but Oh, wiſe is his Love! for notwithſtanding of this 
the MlWmmer-blink, I am keeped Low with the Grief of my Silence; 
faid, word is in me aFire in my Bowels: and I ſee the Loxp's 
hide Mud laid waſte, and the Heathen entred into the Sanctuarie, 
Idren rr Bellie is pained, and my Soul in Heavineſs, becauſe the 
tneſlen e People are gone into Captivitie, and becauſe of the Furie of 
ay 10, and that Wind, [bur neither to Fan nor to Purge] that 
for 1 iting upon Apoſtate Scetland. Alſo I am kept awake with tie 
his Li ang done to my Brother; but I truſt ye will counſe] and 
ut Bran wo: Yet in this Mift, I ſee and believe, the Lon will 
| be ni 6 ting Kirk, and wi lay her Stones with fair Colours. 
deſo 5 | N LD | ang 
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and her Foundations with Saphires,: and will make her Windy; 


Sword, no Weapon in War ſhall proſper againſt us: Let us be 7 
and rejoyce in the Lox, for his Salvation is near to come, 
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| 1 Muſt ſtill provoke you to wiite by my Lines, whereat ye need 


well, and that there is ſome Art required herein. | pray G0 
may not be ſo ill friend-fleadgas that Chriſt myLonrp ſhould leave 


 ownplace upon him, as it becometh him, and that he will fill 


4% + cx L - "  6f * 
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If I have not a Stock to preſent to Chriſt at his Appearance, 
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Mr. Rutherford 8 Epiſt. 16: 
Agates, aud her Gates Carbuncles, Iſa. 54. 11, 12. And for 35 "hl 
he will bring Gold : He hath created the Smith that tormed t 
member me to your Wife and your Son Fehn : And Ientreqt y 
to write to me? Grace, grace be with you. Lende 


Alerd. Decemb, 36. Tours in his only, only Lori 
1 DO 1636. Jeſus, 8. E | 


To Mr. JOHN FERGUSHIL 


Reverend ant welbeloved in aur Lord Feſus, + 


wonder; for the Croſs is full of talk, and ſpeak it muſt, eit 
good or bad: Neither can Grief be ſilent. I have no Dit 
nor Inditement to bring againſt Chriſt's Sroſs, ſeing he hathm 
a friendlie Agreement betwixt me and it, and we are in Term 
Love together: If my former Miſcarriages, and my now-{j 
Sabbaths ſeem to me to ſpeak Wrath from the Lox, I dare ſay, 
but Satan borrowing the Uſe and Loan of my cowardlie and fet 
Apprehenſions, which ſtart at Straws. I know, Faith is not ſo fi 
and fooliſh, as to tremble at everie falle Alarm; Yet I gather 
out of it, Bleſſed are they, who are grac'd of GOD to guide al 


to be my own Tatear and my own Phyſician. Shall I not think 
my Lord Jeſus, who deſerveth his own place verie well, will take 


own Chair? For in this is his Office, te cemfort ws, and theſe 
are caſien down, in all their Tribalations, 2 Cor. 2. 4. Alas, Iki 
I ama fool to ſeek an Hole, or Defect in Chriſt's way with my$ 


pray Gov, I may be able with Joy, Faith and Conſtancie, to 
the Captain of my Salvation, in that Day, a Bloodie Head, t 
received in his Seryice : howbeit my Faith hang by a fall 
and Threed, I hope, the Tack ſhall not break: and howbeiff ne 
LoxDd get no Service of me but broken Wiſhes ; yet I truſt, 
mall be accepted upon Chriſt's Account. I have nothing to Gli} 
fort me, but that 1 ſay, Oh! will the Loa p diſappoint an hu, 
On-waiter ? The Smell of Chrift's Wine and Apples, which ſu 
the uptaking of dull Senſe, bloweth upon my Soul, and ! 
more for the mean time. I am ſute, to let a Famiſpinę Bodi 
Meat and give give him none of it, is a double Pain: Our Le 
Love is not ſo cruel, as to let a poor Man {ce Chriſt and He 


Letters; 
erer give him more, for want of Money to buy: nay, I ra- 


— uw 


22 Anna 


yt Money and without Price: And thus I know, it ſhall not 
jupon my want of Money ; for Chrift upon his own Charges 
buy m eb pgs Garment, and redeem the Inheritance, which 
ne forteited, an ye his Word for One the like of me, who 
not Law-biding of my ſelf : Poor Folks muſt either borrow 
keg from the Rich, and the onlie Thing that commendeth Sin- 
«to Chriſt, is extream Neceſſitie and Want: Chriſt's Love is 


bath loſt his Purſe, Ho, ye that have xs Money come and bay, 
(5, 1. That is the poor Man's Market. Now, Brother, I ſee, 
(Croſſes would have done nothing at me, and therefore Chriſt 
| taken a new freh Rod to me, that ſcemeth to talk with my 
|, and make me tremble. I have often more ado now with Faith, 
nl loſe my Compaſs, and am blown on a Rock, than thoſe who 
ny Beholders, ſtanding upon the Shore, are abare of: a Coun- 


ied Man a borrowed Bed ſrom Chriſt ; I think often it is after 
wer with me, and I am Heavie : O but I would ſleep ſoundlie, 
u Chriſt's Left - hand under my Head, and his Right-hand em- 
ing me: the Devil could not ſpil that Bed. When 1 conſider, 


ſay, a handled me as the Bairn, that is pit ied and bemoaned. I defire 
nd fe nore till 1 be in Heaven, but ſuch a Feaſt and Fill of Ghriſt's 
t ſo fire, as 1 would have: This Love would be fair and adorning 
ther ments, which would beautifie and ſer forth my black unpleaſant 
ie a (nh: 1 cannot tell, my dear Brother, what a great Load 1 would 
y Gol, if! had a heartie Fill of the Love of that Lovelie One, chrit 
leave .: Oh if ye would ſeek and pray for that to me! I would give 


ſt all his Love: ſtiles and Titles of Honour; if he would give me 
this : nay, I would ſell my ſelf (if I could) for that Love. 1 
ne been waiting to ſee, what Friends of Place and Power would 
iet us; But when the Loxp looſeth the Pins of his own Taber- 
de, he will have himſelf to be acknowledged as the onl ie Builder 
hereof 5 and thererore I would take back again my Hope, that 
tand laid in pawn in Mens Hands, and give it whollieto Chriſt : 


e, to ¶ no Time for me now to ſet up Idols of my own: it were a pitie to 
ad, ien Ounce weight of Hope to anie beſides Ehrift ; I think him 
ſmall vorthie of all my Hope, though it were as weightie as both. 


him, except it be to talk a little and bable, upon a piece of 
her, concerning the Love of Chriſt. 1 am often as if my Faith 


nſelf, 1run to the other Extream, in making each Wing and Tee 


den an Hell of heavie and 3 Thoughts: then Chriſt 
| OEM. | 


3 


237 


TW. think Chriſt ſuch fair Market-wares, as Buyers may have 


lie to make ard provide a Ranſom and Money, for a poor Bodie, 


Ito a ſick Man is ſooner given than taken: LORD ſend the 


« tenderlie Chriſt hath cared for me in this Priſon, I think, he 


co 
- — 
— ,,]. —_ . . —— 22 


men and Earth: Happie were I, if I had anie thing that Chriſt 
udſeek or accept of: Bur now alas, I ſee not what Service I can 


tt Wodſet,ſo that I cannot command it ; and then when he hideth 


M Caſe as big, as a Mountain of Iron: And then Misbeliefcan 


lecks 
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without a Conflict and a Croſs. Remember my Bonds, andpriiſ 


To WILLIAM GLENDINING. 
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252 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 16 
ſeeks Lawborrows of my unbelieving Apprehenſions, and char 
me to believe ltis Day light at Midnight: But I make pleas 5 
Chriſt, though it be ill ny common ſo to do: it were my Happinef 


when Iam in his Houſe of Wine, and when 1 find a Feaſt- day, if 


ſt 
efom 
5 „ h 
0 blos 


could hearken and hear, for the Time te come, Iſa 42 ings 
ſee, we muſt be off our Feet, in wading a deep SS 2 liles 
Chriſt's Love findeth timeous Employment, at ſuch adead Lift a 
that: And beſides, aſter broken Brews, Bairns learn to nk 0 Fe 
circumſpectlie: 1f] come to Heaven anie way, howbeit like ating 73 
Traveller upon my Guide's Shoulder, its good enough for rhoſ dd fal 
who have no Legs of their own for ſuch a Journey: I never though 7 
there had been need of ſo much Wreſtling, to win to the Top oft «78; 
ſteep Mount ain, as no I find. Woe's me for this broken and backſlid * 
ing Church, it is like an old bowing Wall, leaning to the one ſide,and — 
there is none of all her Sons who will ſez a prop under her: I kon "Cc 

I need not bemoʒy Chriſt, for he careth for his own Honour, mere 8 
than I can do; but who can blame me to be woe, { if I had Grace = 
fo todo] to ſee ray Welbeloved's fair Face ſpitted upon, and his . 
Crown plucked off his Head, and the Ark of Gop taken, and carried A 
in the Philißines Cart, and the Kine put to carrie it, who will let it * 
fall to the Ground ? The LORD put to his own helping Hand, | ho 

| would defite you, to prepare your ſelf for a Fight with Beaſts: j G 
will not get Leave to ſteal quietlie to Heaven, in Chriſt's companic - 


my Second and Fellou-Priſoner, CHRIST. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Toars in Chrift Jeſus his 
| Tord, 8. R. 


— 


—— —— — z 1 I's 
— —Innes . — — — — * — — 8 — * — —u— 


— — e * — —— 
— — 
_ LA 


Dar Brother, | BEE 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: Your Caſe is unknownto 
me, whether ye be yet our Loxb's Priſoner at Vigten, ot not: 
| However it be, 1 know, our Lord Jefus hath been enquiring 
for you; and that he hath Honouied you to bear his Chains, which 
is the Golden End of his Croſs ; and ſo hath wailed out achoſen 
and honourable Croſs for you: lwiſn you much Joy and Comfolt 
of it; for L have nothing to ſay of Chriſt's Crols but much Good: 
I hope, my ill Word ſhall never meet eitner Chriſt, or his ſweet and 
eaſie Croſs. I know, he ſeeketk of us an Out eat with this Houle 
of Clay, this Mother priſen, this Eatth; that we love full well: aud 
verilie, when Chriſt ſnußeth my Candle, and cauſeth my Light te 
ſhine upward, it is one of my greateſt Wos. ders, that Dirt and Gia 


hath ſo much Court with a Soul not made of Elay, and that out 
Soul goet h out ot kind ſo far, as to make an Idol of this e a 
| | | eto 


ict. 166. Leers 253 
ge crormed Harlot, as that it ſhould wrong Chriſt of our Love. How 
% how faſt doth our Ship fail ! And how fair a Wind hath Time, 


«blow us off theſe Coaſts, and this Land of dying and periſhing 
ings ! And alas! our Ship faileth one way, and fleeth manie 


les in one Hour, to haſten us upon Eternitie, and our Love and 
thei are failing cloſe bact-ever, and ſwimming towards Eaſe, law- 


x pleaſure, vain Honour, periſhing Riches, and to bui!d a Fool's 
, I know not where, and to lay our Eggs within the Sea mark, 
d faſten oar Bits of broken Anchors upon the worſt Ground in the 
Torld, this fleeting and periſhing Life; and the mean while, 
ime and Tide carry us upon another Life, and there is daily leſs 
dleſs Oil in our Lamps, and leſs and lefs Sand in our Watch: glaſs. 
what a wiſe Courſe vere it for us, to look away from the falſe 
mie of our borrowed Priſon, and to mind and eye and luſt for 
t Countrey! Lord, Lord, take ms heme. And for my ſelf, 1 
ink, if a poor, weak, dying Sheep ſeek for an old Dike, and the 


Head there: But certainlie, fleepie Bodies would be at Reſt 
da well Made bed, and an old crazed Bark at a Shore, and a weari- 
Traveller at -Home, and a breathleſs Horſe at the Rint'sEnd. I 
nothing in this Life but Sin, and the ſowre Fruits of Sin: and 


it to be at the Nod and Yea's and Nay's of ſuch a Lord maſter as 
Budie of Sin ! Trulie when] think of it, it is a Wonder that 
rt maketh not Fire and Aſhes of ſuch a dry Branch, as Jam. 1 
, when I conſider my Guiltineſs : But ſeing he hath ſworn, 
t Sin ſhall not looſe his unchangeable Covenant, I keep Houſe- 
Im, amongſt the reſt of the i!l- learned Bairns, and muit camber 
Lonp of the Houſe, with the reſt, till my Loan take the Fet- 
zoff Legs and Arms, and deſtroie this Bodie of Sin, and make a 
e or a Breach in this Cage of Earth, that the Bird may flee out, 
the impriſoned Soul be at Libertie. In the mean Time, the leaft 
mation of Chriſt's Love is ſweet, and the Hope of Marriage 


(G 


On to 


the Bridegroom holds me in ſome joyful On- waiting, that 
or noten Chriſt's Summer- birds ſhall ſing, upon the Branches of tlie 
Jurng eof Life, Iſhall be taned by Gon himlelf, to help them to ſing 


Home coming of our Welbeloved and his Bride to their Houſe 
ether, When I think of this, I think Winters, and Summers, 
Hears, and Days, and Time do me a pleaſure, that they ſhorten 

untwiſted and weak Threed of my Life, and that they put Sin 
L Mileries by hand, and that they ſhall carrie me to my Bride - 


choſen 
omfolt 
Good: 
eet and 


Holy - within a clap, Dear Brother, pray for me, that it would 
: "1; the Loxp of the Vine-yard, to give me Houſe- room, to 
eur 1 bis Righteouſneſs again to the great Congregation. Grace, 


lat out 
ſuch 
formed 


ede with you. Remember me to your Wife. 
Aberd, 1637, 8 | Tours in his ſweet Lord 
2 Feſss, S. N. 

N R 


wa 


fide of an Hill, in a Storm, I have Cauſe to long ior a Covert 
m this Storm in Neaven : 1 know none will take my Room over. 


what a Burden is Sin? and what a Slaverie and miſerable Bondage 


ald often lie down under Chriſt's Feet, and bid him Tr2mple upon 
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Rev. 7. 14. Theſe are they wbich came out of great Tribs latin ay, 
22 their Robes, and made them white in the Bload of tj 
| 5 N | 


Epil. 16 


M AD A M, | OE hes 
GNce, Mercy and Peace be multiplied upon you: 1 greatly long 
to be Refreſhed with your Letter: I am now C howour and 
Glory to the King eternal, immortal and inviſible | in betiel 
Terms with Chriſt, tzanlwas, I, like a Fool, Sxmmoned my Huſ 
band and Loap, and libe led Unkindneſs againſt him; butnoy, 
paſs from that fooliſh Purſuit ; I give over the Plea 3 he is Cor 
and I am Man: I was looſing a Faſt done, and digging at thi 
_ Ground-ſtone [ the Love of my Loxp ] to ſhake and unſettle it; bu 
Gop be thanked, it is faſt; all is lure = In my Priſon, he hat 
ſhown me Day-light; he desght not hide his Love anie longer 
Chriſt was Diſguited and Masked, and I apprehended it was not he 
and he hath ſaid, 1: is 1, be not afraid: and now his Lope is bette 
than Wine. Oh that all the Virgins had part of the Bridegroom 
Love, whereupon he maketh me to feed ! Help metopraife : 
Charge you, Mada w, help me to pay Praiſes, and tell ethets, th 
Dangbters of Feræſalem, how kind Chriſt is to a poor Priſoner: h 
Hundred: I am nothing behind with Chriſt: Let not Fools, 
cauſe of their lazie ſoft Fleſh, raiſe a Slander and an ill Report, ups 
the Croſs of Chriſt : It is ſweeter than fair: I ſee, Grace grow 
eth beſt in Winter: This poor, perſecuted Kirk, this Lilie among 
the Thorns, ſhall bloſſom, and laugh upon the Gardener; i 
Husband-man's Bleſſing ſhall light upon it. Oh if I could be fteec 
Jealouſies of Chriſt, after this; and believe, and keep good Qua 
ters with my deareft Husband ! for he hath been kind to the Strang 
er: and yet in all this fair hot Summer Weather, I am keeye 
from ſaying, it is good to be here, with my Silence, and Grich t 
ſee my Mother Wounded, and her Vail taken from her, andth 
fair Temple caſten down: and my Bellie is pained, my Soul 
heavie for the Captivitie of the Daughter of my People, andbecat 
of the Eurie of the Lox, and his fierce Indignation againſt Ap 
Kate Scetland. I pray you, Madam, let me have that which it 
Prayer here, that my Sufferings may preach to the four Quartets 
this Land; and therefore tell others, how open-handed Chriſtha 
been to the Priſoner, and oppreſſed Stranger: Why ſhould J cone 
it; I know no other way how to glorifie Chriſt, but to make and 
Proclamation of his Love, and of his ſoft and ſweet Kiſſes tom: 
the Furnace, and of his Fidelitie to ſuch as ſufter for him. Give 
8 : | 1 


63 viſt, 168. Letters 288 
nder your Hand, that ye will help me to pray and praiſe; but ra- 


der to praiſe and rejoyce in the Salvation of GoD. Grace, grace 
de with you. | : 


berd. Dec. 30. Wars in bis deareſt and euly, only 
„ | Lora Jeſus, S. R. 


— 
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Tr the Lady CARDONNESS. 


long | | 7 
long My deariy Beloved, and longed for in the Lord, 


N and 


better Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I long to hear how your Soul 
y Buf proſpereth, and how the Kingdom of Chriſt thrireth in you, 
non, | exhort you and beſeech you, 1n the Bowels of Chriſt, Faint not, 
Copl Wearie not: There is a great Neceſſitie of Heaven; ye muſt 
2t the needs have it: All other things, as Houſes, Lands, Children, 
t; bull Husband, Friends, Countrey, Ciedit, Health, Wealth, Honour, 
hat may be wanted; but Heaven is your One Thing neceſſary.” the Ce 


nger Pert that ſhall not be taken from yen: See that ye buy the Field i 
ot he MW where the Pearl is: rell all, and make a purchaſe of Salvation? 
bettel i thizk it not eaſie, for it is a Steep Aſcent to eternal Glorie: Manie are 


doing Dead by the way; · that are lain with Seeuritie; I have nos 
e: been led by my Lord Jeſus to ſuch a nick in Chriſtianity, as Ithink 
s, th little of former things. Oh What want! I want ſo manie things, 
er: mat 1 am almoſt asking, if 1 had anie thing at alt: Evcrie Nan 

tothe thinketh he is Rich enough in Grace, till he take out his 


ls, b 
„ up6 
> pro 
moupi 
ers U 
> free 
d Quat 


Strang 


Purſe, and tell his Maney, and then he findeth his Pack but poor 
and light, in the Day of a heavie Trial. I found, I had not to bear 
my Expences, and ſhould have fainted, if Want and Penurie had 
not chaſed me to the Store-houſe of all. I befeech you, make 
Conſcience of your Ways: Deal kindlie and with Conſcience with 
your Tenants : to fill a Breach or an Hole, make not a greater 
Breach in the Conſcience 8 1 wiſh plentie of Love to your Soul: let 
the World be the Portion of Baſtards, make it not yours: 'aftes the 


beepe i laſt Trumpet is blown, and the World and all its Glorie will be like 
ich, an old Houſe, that is burnt to Aſhes, and like an e fallen Cafe 
auth without a Roof, Fy, fy upon us, Fools, who think our ſelves Debters 
doll to the World. My Loxp hath brought me to this, that I would not 


| becat 
oft Ay. 
ch1is0 


give a Drink of cold Water for this World's Kindneſs: I wonder 
that Men long after, love, or care for theſe Feathers: it is almoſt 
an uncouth World to me, to think, that Men are ſo mad as to beck 
vith dead Earth: to give out our Conſcience, and to get in Clay 
again, is a ſtrange Bargain. 1 have written my Mind at leng h to 
your Husband : write to me again his Caſe, 1 cannot forget him in 
my Prayers, I am looking, Chriſt hath ſome Claim to him: My 
Counſel is, that ye bear with him, when Paſſion ovettaketh him, 1 
A ſoft Anſwer putteth away Wrath; Anſwer him in what he 

N 4 5 ſpeaketh, 


iye itt 
und 
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Tpeaketh, and apply your ſelf in the Fear of God to him, and then 
Je will remove a Pornd weight of your heavie Croſs, that way, ang 
ſo it ſhall become light. When Chriſt hideth himſelf, wait on and 
male din till he return; it is not Time then to becareleſlie patient; 
Ilove it, to be grieved when he hideth his Smiles: yet believe his 
Tove in a patient On-waiting and Believing, in the Bark: Yemyg 
learn to Swim and hold up vour Head above the Water; even when 
the Senſe of his Frefence is not with you, to hold up your Chin! I 
_ iſt in Cop, he ſhall bring your Ship ſafe to Land. I Counſel you, 
ſtudie Sauctification, and to be dead to this World: urge Kindneſs 
on Kneckbrex 2 labour to Benefit by his Companie, the Man is ac- 
quaint with Chriſt. I beg the help ot your Prayers, for! forget not 
you: Counſel your Husband, to fulnl my Joy, and to ſeek the 
Lonp's Face: ſhew him from me, that my Joy and Deſire is to heat 
he is in the Lokv; Gop caſteth him often in my mind, I cannot 
forget him: I hope, Chriſt and he have ſomething to do together: 
Bleſs John from me, I write Bleſſings to him, and to your Husband 
and the reſt of your Children, Let it not be ſaid, I am not in your 
Houſe, through negle& of the Sabbath-euerciſe. | | 


eceſie: 
ear ſuc 
0. m4 
ting 


; Aberd. Febr. 20. Your lamſul and bong Paſtrin put and 

7" ROUT '< his only, only Lord, S. R. 1 1 
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: > Doar Siſter, ©: 7c VV N. . 
Ga Mercy and Peace be to you: I long to hear how your Soul irine 
 -proſpereth. 1 am as well as a Priſoner of Chriſt can be, Whine 
Feafted and made Fat with the Gomforts of Cop; Chriſt's Ny por 
Kiſſes are made ſweeter to my Soul, than ever they were, I would Aver t 
not change my Maſter with all the Kings of Clay upon the Earth, Wh, that 
O, my Welbeloved is altogether Lovelie and Loving. I cate not M's Pr 
what Fleſh can do. TI perſwade my Soul, 1 delivered the Truth of Whife:!e 
chriſt to you, flip not from it, fox no Boaſts or Fear of Men: if b, fe 
e go againſt the Truth of Chriſt, that I now ſufter for, I ſhall {nding 
bet Witneſs againſt you, in the Day of Chrift. Siſter, faſten your e Bott 
Grips faſt on Chriſt ; follow not the Guiſes of this ſinful World: Wroneo, 
Let not this Clay- portion of Earth —_ your Soul, it is the Por» With, t! 
tion of Baſtards, and ye are a Child of Gop; therefore ſeek your Wehet: | 
Father's Heretage : ſend up your Heart to ſee the Dwelling-houſe Wſiluce, 
and fair Rooms, in the New City: Fy, fy upon theſe, who cry, up ng in f 


dif h 
light, 

ed at P 
1 veth, 


with the World, and down with Conſcience and Heaven: We haye 
Bairns Wits, and therefore we cannot prize Chriſt aright, Counſel 
your Huzband and Mother, to make them for Eternity: that Day 


88 
drawing nig. Pray fot me the Priſoner of Chriſt; I cannot for- 
pet you. | | | 


Aberd. Febti 20, | Your lawſu! Paſtor and 


| 1637, Brother, S. R. 
—. . — 
WT my Lord C RAIGHAL L. 

. My Lord, 2 £24 . 
© Wy Received Mr. L's, Letter with yonr Lei and his Learned 


Thoughts, in the matter of Ceremonies1 I owe Reſpect to 
the Man's Learning, for that I hear him oppoſit to Arminia 


o- ED #VY 


— 
we 


It 


0. may ſpare Doubt ings, when the Ring and Church have agreed in the 
ting of ſuck Orders, and the Churches Diretlion in things ind:fje- 
mt and circumſtantial (as if Indiſſerent awd Circumftantiel were all 
ie) ſbenld bo the Rule of every private Chriſtian. 1 onlie viewed 
he Papers two Hours ſpace, the Bearer haſting me to write. I find 
xotthie Man not ſo ſeen in this Controverſie, as ſome turbulent 
len of our Counttey, as he calleth Re ſuſers of Conformity: and let 
e ſay it, 1 ara more Confirmed in Nox- conformity, when J ſce ſuch 


wot Anſwer one Argument @ ſcandals; and I longed much to hear 
. L. ſpeak to the Cauſe; and I would lay, if ſome ordinarie 


51! eine had Anſwered as Mr. L. does, that he underſtood not the 
be, Whitureof Scandal, but 1 dare not vilifie that worthie Man ſo. tam 
t's WW» upon the heat of ſome other Employment. 1 ſhall, Gov willing, 
" ver this, to the Satisfying of an ie not prejudged. 1 will not 


|, that everie one is acquaint with the Reaſon, in my Letter, from 


not us Preſence and bright ſhining Face, in ſuffering for this Cauſe : 
of ele never knew the Medium of the Concluſion ; and Chriſt 
if th, few know it. See Rev. 2. 17, 1 am ſure, a Conſcience, 
all Wnding in aw of the Almighty, and fearing to make alittle Ia in 
Fo t bottom for fear of under-water,is a ſtrong Medium to hold oFgn 


toneous Concluſion, in the teaft Ving or Lith of ſweet, ſweet 


pheſt Lord Jeſus : And my Witneſs is in Heaven, I law neither 
kalure, nor Proſit, nor Honour, to hook me, or catch me, in er- 
gin Priſon for Chriſt; but the Wind on my Face for the preſent: 
if l had loved to ſleep in a whole Skin, with the Eaſe and pielent 
licht, that 1 taw on this fide of Sun and Moon, 1 mould have 
@ at Eaſe, in good Hopes to fare as well as others. The Loo 
eth, J preferted Preaching 2 Shtiſt, and ſtiil do, to anle thing 
5 | - | ne. 


treſies: but ( with reverence” to that worthie Man) 1 wonder to 
ear ſuch Popiſh like Expreſſions, as he hath in his Letter, as, Tear 


Creat Wit play the Agent fo ſlenderlie; but I will lay the Blame 
the Weakneſs of the Cauſe, nat on the Meanneſs of Mr. L's 
uning. 1 have ever been and ſtill am confident, that Britain 


— — - 
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th, that concerneth the Royal Prerogative of our Kingly and 


55 Mr; Ruthirfolrd's Efpilt. 17 
=; iſt himſelf: and their new Canons took my One, my Of 
nay) weeping which was to me, as the poor Man's one Eye that h 
Joy oe; and alas! there is little Lodging in their Heatt for Pit 
5 1 to pluck out a poor Man's one Eye, for 4 thing indiferen 
3. e. for Knots of Straws, and things (as they mean) off the w; 
9. "in eaven. I deſite not, that my Name take journey, and goa p; 
grim to Cambridge, for fear I come in the Ears of Authoritie, -1 oil 
$"Reientlic burnt alreadie, In the mean time, be pleaſed to ty, 

he Biſhop of St. Andrews, and Glaſgow, Galloway's Ordinarie, .y 
* teaſed to abate from the Heat of their Wrath, and let me got 
— e. Few know the Heart of a Priſoner ; yet I hope tt 
my Mall hew his own Glorie, out of as knottie Timber, 25] a 1 13 
83 iſt, my dear and worthy Lord: pretended Paper-argames 

Sek an ering the Mother - Church, that can reel and nod and ty 

ER of ſuch Weight, as Peace with the Father and Hen 

| Io d; let the Wife Gloom, 1 cate nor, if the Husband Lang 

933 my Service to my Lerd your Father, and Mother, I 


AE | Tours at al ebenen 
| * 24. = 0 4 . 1 1 
3 . oel 

| 1 — ere i 
—œ— DR 
| bis Reverend and Dear Brother N 

To b ts Reverend 8 5 | | i 


| and dear Brother 

7 _—_ ye gave for your not writing to me, afteſteth 

I much, and giveth me aDaſh; when ſuch an Oman 

= ccive an Opinion of me, or anie thing in me: TTY 

| when 1 come home to my ſelf,” O what Penurie do 0 ö wn 

feckleſs is my ſuppoſed Stock, and how little have 1! ] * 2 

L am as Cryſtal, and who leech through Mie 
is! at I ſpeak, w | „ and 

rag oe 4 Bur 838 * h a groſs and wide Sieve: 

ene e Brether, the Room of the leaſt of all Saints is * 
3 he like of me: But leſt this ſhould ſeem Art, to fete 

2 3 I ſpeak no more of it: it is my Worth, to be Cl 

; od Sinner and Sick One: his Relation to me, rh 

1 

how often play I feft and looſe wi ; BRO 8 

own; he trimmeth up a Sal ation forme, 

N * — with Chriſt, and he agreeth via ny 

rwentie times 2 Day; I forfeit my Kingdom and . „ 

what ] had; but Chiiſt is at my Back, andi following on, b 
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te up what falleth from me; Were- L. in Heaven, and had rhe 
Crown on my Head, if Freewill were my Tutour, I ſhould loſe Heaven; 
ring Llole my ſe/f, hat Wender 1 ſhould let go and loſe Jeſus my 
Ionb. O well to me for evermore, that have Cratłed my Frtdit 
with Chriſt, and cannot by Law at all borrow from him, upon my 
ſeckleſs and worthleſs Bond and Faith! for my Faith and Reputati- 
on with Chriſt, is; that I am a Creature that Gop will not pur ante 
Truſt into: Iwas, and am bewi/dered with Temptations, and want- 
ed a Guide to Heaven. O what have I to ſay of that Excellent, ſut- 
paſſing and ſupereminent Thing, they call, The Grace ef GOD, the 
ay of Free Redemption in Chriſt! And when poor, poor I, dead 
in Law, was ſold, fettered and impriſoned in Juſtices cloſet Ward, 
which is Hell and Damnation; when I, a wretched One; /ighred 
wor Noble Jeſus, eternally kind Feſus, tender hear:ed Jeſas; nay, 
ven he /ighted upon me firft, and knew me, I found that he ſcorned 
totake a Price or ante thing, like Hire, ef Angels, or Seraphims, 
ctanie of his Creatures; and therefore, I would praiſe him for this, 
that the whole Armie of the Redeemed Ones fit Rent- free in Hea- 
yen : Our Holding is better than Blench: We are all Free-holdevs 3 
nd ſeing our eternal Feadaty is but Thanks, Oh woeful me] that 
Ihave but ſpilt Thanks, and broken, lame and miſcarried Fraiſes 
togive him, and fo ray Silver is not good and current with Chriſt, 
ere it not that free Merits have ſtamped it, and waſhen it and me 
both | And for my Silence, I ſee ſomewhat better through it now :- 
f my High and Loftie One, my Princelie and Royal Maſter ſay, 
Hold, hold thy Peace, I lay Bends on thee then ſpeak none. I would 
uin be content, and let my Fire be ſmothered under Afſtes, without 
Light or Flame: I cannot help it: I take Laws icom my Lon, 
ut give none. As for your Journey to F. ye do well to follow it: 
he Camp is Chriſt's ordinarie Bed: A carried Bed is kindlie to the 
geloved, down in this lower Houſe : it may be, and who knoweth 
kt our Lon p hath ſome Cexturiens, ye are ſent to: Seeing your 
pgrie Mother denieth you Lodging and Houſe room with her, 
brilt's Call to unknown Faces muſt be your ſecend Wind, ſeing ye 
annot have a ft. O that our Load would vater again, with a 
ey Viſit, this piece withered and dry Hill of or Widow mount Zion! 
Hy Dear Brother, I will think it Comfort, it ye ſpeak my Name to 
ut Welbeio ed, where ever ye ate. I amm ndful of you. O that the 
08D would yet make the Light of the Moon in Scotland like the 
gat of the Sun, and the Light of the Sun ſeven told brighter. 
o1my ſelf, as yet I ave received no Anſwer whither to g0: I wait 
jv: O that Jeſus had my Love! Let Matters frame as they liſt, 
Wye ſome inore to do with Chriſt; yet J would fain we were near- - 
Nou, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, the verie Go of Peace, 
ali and Confirm you, till the Day of his coming. | 


Aberd. Sept. 9. Tiurs in his lovely and [weet 
1637, | Lera Jeſus, S. R. ; 
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To the Lady GARLETON, 
s r ,, 1 Alt 
ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: My Soul longeth once agait 
to be amongſt you, and to behold that Beautie of the Lord, that 
I would ſee in his Houſe 2 But 1 know not, if be in whoſe Hand 
are all our Ways, ſeeth it expedient for his Glorie Iowe my Lon 
( Iknow ) Submiſſion of Spirit, ſuppoſe he ſhould turn me into: 
Stone or Pillar of Salt. Oh that Iwere he, in whom my Lord coul. 
be 2 ſuppoſe my little Heaven were forfeited, to buy Glotic 
to him before Men and Angels, ſuppoie my want of his Preſenc 
and ſeparation from Chriſt were a Pillar, as high as ten Heaven 
For Chriſt's Glorie to ſtand upon, above all the World! What an 
|  TIrohim ? How little am! (though my Feathers ſtood out, zi 
I broad as the Morning-light ) to fuch a High, to ſuch a Loſtie 
to ſuch a never enough Admired and clorious Lord! MyTria] 
ate heavie, becauſe of my ſad Sabbath, ; but I know, they ate le 
| than my high Provocations : I ſeek no more, but that Chriſt ma 
{ . be the Gainer, and I the Loſer ; that he may be Raiſed an 
| Heightned, andI cried down, and my Worth made Duſt before hi 
Slorie. O that Scotland, all with one Shout, would cry np Chiif 
and that his Name were high in this Land ! 1 find the veryutmol 
Borders of Chriſt's high Excellencie and deep Sweetneſs, Hear 
and Earth's Wonder, O what is he, if I could win in to ſee hi 
inner- ſide: Oh lam run dry of Loving, and Wondering, and Ade 
E ing of that greateſt and moſt admirable One! Wo, wo is me, 
. Have not half- love for him: Alas what can my Drop do to 
j great Sea! What Gain is it to Chriſt, that I have caſten my lit 
| Sparkle in his great Fire-! What can I give to him? Ohthatlhi 
Love to fill a thouſand Worlds, that J might emptie my Soulot 
all upon Chriſt? I think 1 have now juſt reaſon to quit my neare 
of anie Hope or Love that I have to this Scum, and the Refuſe oft 
Droſs of God's Workmanſhip, this vain Earth: I owe to this ſtor 
Werld [ whoſe Kindneſs and Heart to me hath been made oflto 
or of a piece of a wild SeanIſland, that never a Creature of God) 
lodged in] not a Look: I owe it no Love, no Hope; 4 
| therefore, Oh if my Love were dead to it, and my Soul dead toil 
| What am I obliged to this Houie of my pilgrimage ? A firav! 
| all that God hath made, to my Souls liking, except God, andt 
lovelie One Feſms Chrif ; Seing I am not this World's Devtet 
deſire, I may be ſtripped of all Confidence in anie thing, but on in 
Lord, that he may be for me, and 1 for my onlie, onlie, onlie Loidt 
he may be the Morning and Bvening-t ide, the Top and the Rod 
my Joys, and the Heart and Flower and Tolk of all my Soul 
lights. O let me neverlodge anic Creature in my Heart 4 f 


8 8 N N „ 
fi. 173 Teen. 261 
ance! Let the Houſe be for him: I rejoyce, that ſad Days cut 

of apiece of the Leaſe of my ſhort Life 3 and that my ſhadow 
wen while 1 ſuffer ] weareth long, and my Evening haſtneth on. 
ye cauſe to love Home with all my Heart, Et to take the opportu- 
"ie of the Day, to haſten to the End of my Journie, before the 
Kight come ON» wherein a Man cannot ſee to Walk or Work; that 
nee after my Falls, I may at Night fall in, wearie and tired as I ani, 
chiiſts Boſom, and betwixt his Breaſts: Our Priſon cannot be 
ich dest Countrie: This World looketh not like Heaven, and the 


— 


an zppineſs that out tired Souls would be at; and therefore it were 
(0 20 to ſeek about for the Wind, and hoiſe up our Sails towards our 
UE.» Jeraſalem, for that is our beſt, Remember a Priſoner to Chriſt. 
a Grace, grace be with you. | > | 

oli Aberd. Tours in his only Lord and 


1637. * Maſter, S. R. 
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To my Lord CRAIGHALL. 
My Loyd, 5 05 „ 
Received one Letter of your 7g; from C. and another of late 


from A. B. wherein I find your Lo: in perplexitie hat to do: 
mol But let me intreat your Lo: not to cauſe your ſelf miſtake Truth 


are and Chriſt, becauſe they ſeem to encounter with your Peace and WRW 


e H raſe: M) Lord, remember that a Priſoner hath written it to you, 


Land, and joyn Hands with then ix one hair-breadth, to welcome 


y Pall neareſt Shore, there are manie Ways, too too manie Ways, how to 
och thift Chriſt with ſome #/{-waſhen and foul Diſtinctions; but aſſure 
tony your ſelf, ſuppoſe a King ſhould aſſure you, he would be your God, 
o L as he ſhall never be, for that 52 of Service] your Clay- god 

mall die, and your carnal Counſellers, when your Conſcience ſhall 
form againſt you, and ye complain to them, they will ſay, Ihat is 
| tO that to us; Believe not, that Chriſt is weak, or that he is not able 
av to fave : Of two Fires that ye cannot paſs, take the leaſt: Some 


nat few Years will bring us all out in our Blacks and Whites before our 
dtc judge; Eternitie is nearer to you, than ye are aware of : Togo 
on in acourle of Defection, when an enlightned Conſcience is ſtir- 


1008 ting, and looking you in the Face, and crying within you, Therye | 
Rea arc going in an evil Way, is, a Step to the Sin againſt the Holie Ghoſt: 

ai Either manie of this Land are near that Sin, or elſe I know not what 
nac dis: And if this, for which Luow ſuffer, be not the Way of peace, 


As the Lord liveth, if ye put te your Hand with other Apoſtates in this © 
me, Land, to pull down the ſometime beautiful Tabernacle of Chriſt in this 


Autichriſt to Scotland, there is Wrath gone ont from the Lord againſl | 
ti you 4nd your Howſe. If the Terror of a King hath overtaken you, 
ul of Wi and your Le: looketh to ſleep in your Neſt in Peace, and to take the | 
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= the old waſte Places and his ruined Houſe, in Scotland ; and ti g ce 


to Chti 


to thoſe who are Enlightned Free your ſelf from unlawful Anguill, 


LY 


> — #.- Ms WS by $ | Gy 1 ſr 
262 Mr. Reebtrford's Pp. 1 
and the King's High- waꝝ to Salvation, I believe there is n; 
at all TE — not ſuch Breadth and Elbow-room in hey | 
Heaven, as Men believe, Howbeit this Day be not E@hiift's, f 
Mortow ſhall be his: I believe aſſuredlie, our Lord hall Reps 


Wilderneſs ſhall yet Bloſſom as the Roſe, My very worthy and des, © 
Lora, Wait upon him, who hideth his Face from the Henſe 5 s foil: 
and look for him: Wait patientlie alittle upon the Bridegroom 
Return again, that your Soul may live, and ye may rejoyce with th 
Lord's Inheritance : I dare Pawn my Life and Soul for it, if ye ta 
this Storm with born - down Chriſt, Jour Skie ſhall quicklie Gear 
and your fair Morning dawn. Think ( as the Truth is) th, 
@hriſt is juſt now ſaying, And will ye alſo leave me? Le have a fa 
Occaſion to gratifie Chriſt now, if ye will ſtay with him, an 
want the Night's Sleep with your ſuffering Saviour, one Hour, no 
when Scotland hath fallen aſleep, and leaveth Chriſt to fend fr bin. 
felf. 1 —— my ſelf but a weak feeble Man: when 1 came ff 
s Camp, I Ead nothing to maintain this War, or to bear me 
out in this Encounter, and I am little bettex yet; but ſince 1 fut 
Furniture, Armout and Strength from the conſecrated Captain, thi 
Prince of our Salvation, who was perfe&ed through suffering: 
eſteem Suffering for Chriſt a King's life. 1 find, that our Want: 


qualifie us for Chriſt ; and howbeit your Zo: write, 7e deſpair toll. 2 
attain to ſuch a Communion and Fellowſhip, (which 1 volt R. 
not have you to think) yet would ye Noblie and Soutsgiobfid V 1 
venture, to make over to Chriſt, tor his Honour now lying at the taken 
Stake, your Eſtate, Place and Honour; He would Jovinglie df wille 
larglie requite you, and give you a King's Word for a Recompetce I flowe 
Venture upon Chriſt's come, and I dare ſwear, e ſhall ſay, as it is him 
*Pſal. 16. J. I bleſs the Lord who gave me Counſel. My very orliyl they 
Tora, manie Eyes, in both the Kingdoms, are upon you now, ad Chti 
the Eye of our Lord is upon you: acquire your jelf manfultic#ot miſſi 
; Chiift Spill not this good Play : Subſcribe a blank Subinifſivoo Ml Give 
and put it in Chriſt's Hands: Win, win the Bleſſings and Prayer fo ) 
of your ſighing and ſorrowful Mether-charch, ſeeking your help: Win no te 
Chriſt's Bond I whois a King of his Word] for a hundred fold is be 
more even in this Life. If a veak Man hath paſt a Promiſe to a king fone 
to make @ ſlip io Chriſt, ( it we look to Fleſh and Blood 1 wonder prif 
not of it, poſſible I might have done worſe my ſelf, but) add not he þ 
further Guiltineſs, to go on in ſuch a ſcandalous and foul Way: Re- ty v 
member that there is, a Wo, wo t him by whom Offences come: This now 
% came out of Chriſt's Mouth, and it is heavier than the Wo of thi to v 
Law : it is the Mediator's Vengeance, and that is two Vengeance caft 


about Auviſing and Reſolving: When the Truth is come to youll tho 
- Hand, hold it taſt, go not again to make a new Search and EnquitieM of! 
for Truth : It is eaſie to cauſe Conſcience believe, as: ye will, not you 
as ye know ; it is eaſie for you, to eaſt your Light into Priſon, and 
detain God's Truth in Vurighteouſnels 3 But that * 4 
dera iu ; 


< 
7 8 


Wilt, 174- Eetrn © 

WM. ward, to your incomparable Torture: Fear your Light, and 
And in aw Of it 3 for it is from God: Think what Honour it is, 
"this Life alſo, to be Intolled to the ſucceeding Ages, amongft 
uift's Witneſſes, ſtanding againſt the Re-entrie of Antichriſ 1 1 
now certainlie, your Light looking to two Ways, and to the two 
vides, crieth Shame upon the Courſe, that they would counſel you 
o follow: The way; that is Halfer and Compartner with the 
znoke of this fair World, and with Eaſe, ſmelleth ſtrong of a tout. - 
and falſe Way- The Prince of Peace, he who brought again from 
the dead, the great Shepherd of his Sheep, by the Blood of the eter- 
ul Covenant, eſtabliſh you, and give you ſound Light, and counſel 
you to follow Chriſt. Remember my 3 Service to my Lord 


a pour Father, and Mother, and your Lady. Grace be with you, 
"EY herd. Auguſt o. Per Lo: af all obligedobedience in 


1637. bis ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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JO JEAN GORDON. 
M very dear and loving Siſter, ; 1 
Ce Mercy and Peace be to you: I long to hear from you: 

lexhort you to ſes ap the Brae to the King's City, that muff be 
taken with Violence. Your Afternoon's Sun iz wearing low : Time 
will eat up your frail Life, like a Worm gnawing at the Root of a May= 
flower: Lend Chriſt your Heart + ſet him as a Seal there: Take 
him in within, and let the World and Children ſtand at the Door: 
they are not yours: Make you and them for your proper Owner, 

Chriſt, It is good he is your Husband and their Father: What 
miſſingican there be ofa dying Man, when God filleth his Chair? 
Give Hours of the Day to Prayer : Faſh Chriſt, (if I may ſpeak | 
ſo ) and Importune him, be often at his Gate; give his Door 
no reſt; I can tell you, he will be found. O what ſweet Fellowſhip 
: isbetwixt him and me ! I am Tmpriſoned, but he is not Impri- 
ing 
nder 


priſon, and run away with my Heart and ail my Love: Well. may 


not he brookit : I wich my Love get never an Owner but Chriſt-; Fy, 
de-. ty upon old Lovers, that held us ſo long aſunder ! We ſhall not part 
This now : He & I ſhall be heard, before he win out of my Grips: 1 reſalve 
fe to wreſtle with Chriſt, ere I quite him: But my Love to him hath 
ances caſten ray Soul in a Fever, and there is no Cooling of my Fever, till 
55. Iget real poſſeſſion of Chriſt: O ſtrong, ſtrong Love of Jeſus, 


qu thou haſt Wounded my Heart with thine Arrows ! O pain! G pai 
uirle of Love for Chriſt ! Who will help me to praiſe ? 2 3 me or 
nu yourPrayers. Grace be with you, - 


and Aberd. March 13 Tours is bis | 
n 8 b 13, ours in bis ſweet Lord 
"Y 1637. Jeſas, 4 K. 

| 2 


ſoned ; He hath ſhamed me with Kindneſs: He hath come to my 
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To GRISSAL FULLERT0 


rn Dear Filler, ; N | g 5 : 
P Exbort you g the Lord, to feek your ene Thing, Marie's yoo 
® Part, nat ſtall not be taken from you: Set your Heart ani 
zoul on the Childrens Inheritance : This Clay-idol, the wor 
is but for Baſtards, and ye are his lawtul begotten Child: Lea 
the way, (as your dear Mother hath gone before you) to knock 
at Chriſt's Door: Manie an Alms of Mercie hath Chriſt given tt 
her, and hath Abundance behind to give to you: Ye are the bee 
of the faithful, and born within the Covenaz:t, claim your Right 
l would not exchange Chriſt Jeſus for ten World's of Glorie; Ibo 
now ( bleſſed be my Teacher) how to ſbet the Lock, and uubol 
my Welbeloved's Door; and he maketh a poor Stranger welcome 
when he cometh to his Houſe: Iam ſwelled up, and ſatisfied vit 
the Love of Chriſt, that is better than Wine : it is a fire in mj 
Soul; let Hell and the World caſt Water on it, they will not ment 
#hemſelves : Lhave now Fr the right gate of Chriſt : 1 recom- 
mend him to you above all things: Come and find the Smell of 


* 


To 


| Myr 
Very e 
they 
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Ito thi 


his Breath: See if his Kiſſes be not ſweet : He deſireth no better abo! 
than to be mach made ef: Be homelie with him, and ye ſhall be the hing 
more welcome : Ye know not how fain Chriſt would have all your The 
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to the 
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on the 
now 4 
tie out 


Love. Think not this is Imaginations and Bairns-play, we mile 
Di for: Iwould not ſuffer for it, if it were o: I date paund 
my Heaven for it; that it is the Way to Glorie: Think much of 
Truth, and abhor theſe Ways deviſed by Men in God's Worſlip, The 
Grace of Chriſt be with you. Ron 


Abeyd., Match 14. 7 - is ls ſweet Lind or wi 
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Dear and loving friend, | 1 

cannot but, upon the opportunitie of a Bearer, exhort you, to 
I reſign the Love of your Touth to Chriſt, and in this day, uhile 

our Sun is high, and your Youth ſerveth you, to ſeek the Lord and 7 

is Face; for thete is nothing out of Heaven fo neceſſarie fot you 

as Chriſt ? And ye cannot be ignorant, but your Day willend, and 
the Night of Death will call you from the Pleaſures of this Life, and 
a Doom given out in Death ſtandeth for ever, as long as God liveth. 
Iouth ordinatilie is a Pe, and readie Servant for Satan, to * 

| 2 | Pr RN pay | ran 
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ould þ 
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pilt. 177, 178. | Letters; 3 | | 265 
is: for it is a Neſt for Luſt, Curſing, Drunkenneſs, Bla- 
ening of God, Lying, pride and Vanitie. O that there were 
dan Heart in you, as to fear the Lord, and to dedicate your 
il and Bodie to his Service: When the time cometh that your 
eſtrings ſhall break, and your Face wax pale, and Legs and Arms 
nble, and your Breath grow cold, and your poor Soul look out at 
rptifon-houſe of Clay, to be ſet at Libertie; then a good Con- 
ice, and your Lord?s Favour, ſhall be worth all the World's 
nie: Seek it as your Garland and Crown. Grace be with you. 


Alerd. March 14. | | Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1636. | Feſus, 8. ö 


OH N CARS E N. 


| My welbeloved and dear Friend, | | 

Very one ſeeketh not God; and far fewer find him, becauſe 
they ſeek amiſs : He is to be ſought for above all things, if 
Men would find what they ſeek : Let Feathers and Shadows 
re to Children, and go ſeek your Welbeloved : Your onlie Er» 
Ito the World, is, to Woo Chriſt ; therefore put other Lovers 
n about his Houſe, and let Chriſt have all your Love, without 
bing or dividing it: It is little enough, if there were more of 
The ſerying of the World and:Sin hath but a baſe Reward and 
pke, in Read of Pleaſures 3 and but a Night Dream, for true 
tothe Soul : Go where ye will, your Soul ſhall not ſleep ſound 
in Chnſt's Boſom : Come in to him, and lie down, and reſt 
on the ſlain Son of God, and enquire for him: I ſought him, 
now 4 Fig for all the Worm- es ten Pleaſures, and Moth-eaten 
tle out of Heaven, ſince I have found him, and in him all I can 
orwiſh : Hehath made me a King over the World : Princes 
ot overcome me 2 - Chriſt hath given me the Marriage-kils, 
he hath my Marriage-love : We . made up a full Bargain, 
ſhall not go back on either ſide: O if ye, and all in that Coun- 
knew what ſweet Terms of Mercie are betwixt him and me! 
ebe with you. 8 5 
Aberd. March 11. wDSars in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 


 Tothe Lady B O Y D. 
MAD A N, | 
ould have written to your La: ere now, but Peoples believing 


lere is in me that which J know there is not, hath put me out of 
3 5 | | | Love 
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' Grace : Lwiſh all Profeſſors to fall in Love with Grace; All 


that we have * ſuch a gate of Sin and Hell : Such a3, 
entry out of He 


$66 Mr. Rutherfoord's * Epiſ. I ict. 


Love with writing to anie; For it is eaſie to put Religion oa M yin o 
+ket and publ ick Fair; But alas! it is not ſo ſoon made He- ber dr 
for Chriſt : My Lord ſeeth me a tired Man far behind: Ih 1 (pe: 
gotten much Love from Chriſt, but 1 give him little or none 1 2 and 
My white Side cometh out in Paper to Men, but at Home and vi ad fo! 
in, I find much black work, and great cauſe of a low Sail, and ies, t 


little Boaſting; aud yet, howbeit 1 ſee Challenges to be tue, 
manner of the Tempter's preſſing of them is unhoneſt, and, in 
own Thoughts, Knaviſh-like, My Peace is, that Chriſt mayf 
Lale and Oating of his Wares, in the like of me, I mean, for{yy 


water! 
lellage 
the 1 
quſe en 
wand 


Songs ſhovld be of his free Grace; We are but too lazie ande . Leav 


lels, in Tecking of it; it is alf bur Riches we have Here, and C nſon 
in the Bud; Iwiſh, I could ſet out Free Grare : I was the L e 33ſt 
Man; and under the Law, and under à Curſe; but Grace bu land 
me from under that hard Lord, and I rejoyce, that I am Grace's Fc Ener 
belder; I pay Tribute to none for Heaven, ſeing my Land Meir Bel 


Heritage holdeth of Chriſt, my new King : Infinite Wiſdom h 
deviſed this excellent way of Free- holding, for Sinners; It is aber 
Way to Heaven, than the old Way, that was in Adam's das: 
hath this fair Advantage, that no Man's Emptineſs and Want lay 
an Inhibition upon Shxiſt, or hindereth his Salvation; (dg: ſerv 
is fat beſt for me) but our new Land lord putteth the Name 
Dyvours and Adam's forlorn Heirs, and Beggers, and the Coal wor 
and Blind, in the free Charters ; Heaven and Angels may uon ¶ uſt o 


reſted 
} them, 
ud, ye 


I, as Chriſt made, and brought out the Captiyes God « 
is more than my poor ſhallow Thoughts can comprehend :? I vd 
think Sufferings, Glory, (and I am ſometimes not far from it, 
my Lord would give me a new Alms of free Grace. I hear, that tbel Ab 

 Jates ate intending Baniſhment for me: but for more Grace, 8 
no other Hire, I would make it welcome 2: The Bits of thiscl 
houſe, the Earth, and the other fide of the Sea, are my Father — 
If my ſweet Lord Jeſus would bud my Sufferings, with a nen mi eg 

of Grace, Iwere à rich Man; bur 1 have not now of a longt 

found fach high Spring- tides, as formetlie : The Sea is oll, 
the Wind of his Spirit calm, and 1 cannot buy a Wind, ot by 
queſting the Sea cauſe it to Flow again; onlie, I wait on, aper 
Banks and Shore - ſide, till the Lord ſend a full Sea, that with 

ſails I may lift up Chriſt: Yet Sortow for his Abſence is ſueet, 
Sighs, with Sew ye him uubom my Soul leveth;havetheirownDey 
Oh that I might gather Hunger againſt his long - looked for He cont 
Well were my Soul, if Chriſt were the Element, mine own blcunot 
and that I loved and breathed in him, and if Icould not e loved, 
out him; 1 allow not Laughter upon my ſelf, when he 4 
* he never leaveth the Houſe, but he leaveth Drinł min be 
him, and a Pawn that he will return; Wo, wo to me, it hel 
| po away, and take all his Flitting with him: Even to Diet 
him is feet 3 To build a Houſe of pineing Wiſhes for lis 
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it, 199% Letter; 2867 

bin out a Web of Sorrow and Care, and Languiſhing and Sighe, 
bs dry ox wet, as they may be, becauſe he CON Leffare f I 

jy ſpeak lo) to make a Viſit, or to ſee a poor Friend, ſweet- 
and cefreſheth the Thoughts of the Heart: A miſtie Dew will 
nd for Rain, and do ſome good, and keep ſome Greenneſs in the 
abs, till our Lord's Clouds run upon the Earth, and ſend down 
xatering of Rain 8 Trulie, Ithink Chriſt's miſtie Dew a welcome 
lellage from Heaven, till my Lord's Rain fall; Wo, wo is me 
- the Lord's Vineyard in Scotland, Howbeit the Father of the 
ſe embrace a Child, and Feed him, and Kiſs him; yet it is Sor- 
u and Sadneſs to the Children, that our poor Mother hath gotten 
Leave, and that our Father hath given up Houſe : It is an un- 
nſome thing, to ſee our Father and Mother agree ſo ill; yet 
e baſtards, if they be fed, care not; O Lord caſt not Wateron 
Hland's ſmoking Coal. It is a ſtrange gate the Saints go to Heaven, 
Enemies often eat and drink us, and we 50 to Heaven through 
ir Bellies and Stomachs, and they Vomit the Church of God un- 
zeſted among their Hands, and even while we are ſhut up in Priſons 
them, we adyance in our Journie. Remember my Service to my 
4, your kind Son, who was kind to me in my Bonds, and was not 
tamed toowneme 3 l would be glad, that Chriſt got the Morn- 
o-ſervice of his Life, now in his young Years ; Itwould ſute him 
a, to give Chriſt his young and green Love: Chriſt's Stamp and 
1 would go far down in a young Soul, if he would receive the 
Iuruſt of Chriſt's Stamp: 1 would deſire him, to make Segrck for 
inſt ; for Nebles now axe but dry Friends to Chriſt, The Brace 
God our Father, and the Good- Will of him who dwelt int e Buh, 
with your 42. NE 
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othe Lady CARDONNESS Elder, 
Worthy and welbeloved in the Lord, | HE | 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: 1 long to hear from you 
in Paper, t WP know how your Soul proſpers : My deſire 
and longing, is to hear that ye walk in the Truth; and thatye 
fe content to follow the deſpiſed, but moſt lovelie, Son of God: 
cannot but recommend him unto you, as your Husband, your Well- 
cloved, your Portion, your Comfort and your Joy ; I ſpeak this 
that lovelie One, becauſe I praiſe and commend the Foord ( as 
zue to 222k ) as Lind it: He trath watered with his ſueet Com- 
ts an oppreſſed Priſoner 3; he was always kind to my Soul, but 
wer lo kind as now, in my greateſt Extremities; I Dine and Sup 
un Chriſt, he viſitech my Soul with the Viſitations of Love, 115 
= NE: re, | Night- 
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268 Mr. Retherfoord's pit. . 


2 Finger- breadth, and at length to nothing. O how ſweet and tom 


cold, and your poor Soul come ſighin 5 to the Windows of the Foul 


| woe bs a to open the Door, that the Priſoner may be {et at Liberte: 


go up before hand and ſee your Lodging: Look through all you 
_ Father's Rooms in Heaven, in your Father's Houſe are manie Dyel: 


know Chriſt hath made the Bargain alreadie, but be kind to the 
that are above, where Chriſt is, at the right Hand of God: Stit up 
. Four Hasband, to mind his own Countrie at home, counſel himts 


deal mercifullic with the poor People of God under. him: They 
are Chriſt's and not his; therefore deſire him to ſhew them mei- 


Chriſt! Remember my Love to your Fox and Daaghter: Delite 
them from me to ſeck the Lord in their Youth, and to give him ile 


In my Heart I forget you not. 
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Night-watches. I perſwade my Soul, that this is the Way to Heaye 
_ his own Truth, I now ſuffer for. I exhort you, in the Name 
Chriſt, to contit:ue in the Truth, which I delivered to you, Mal 
Shriſt ſure to your Soul, for your Day draweth nigh to an End 
manie ſlide back now, who ſeemed to be Chriſt's Friends, and pro 
diſhoneſt to him*; but be ye faithful to the Death, and ye ſhall hay 
the Crown of Life. This ſpan length of your Days, whereof thi 
Spirit of God ſpeaketh Pſal. 39. will within a ſhort time, come to 
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fortable ſhall the Feaſt of a good Conſcience be to you, when yoy 
Eye-ſtrings ſhall break, your Face wax pale, and the Breath tur 
of Clay of your dying Bodie, and ſhall long to be out, and to hay 
Ye draw nigh the Water- ſide, look your Accounts, ask for your Guid 
to take you to the other fide ; let not the World be your Portion 


What have ye to do with dead Clay? Te are not a Baſtard but a lay. 
ful begotten Child; Therefore ſet your Heart on the Inheritance; 


ling- places; Men take a ſight of Lands ere they buy them; 


Houſe ye are going to, and ſee it often: Set your Heart on things 


ciful Dealing and Kindneſs, and to be good to their Souls. 1 deſite 
you to write to me. It may be, tha: my Pariſh forget me; butmy 
Witneſs is in Heaven, I dow not, I do not forget them, they aremy 
Sighs in the Night, and my Tears in the Day; I think my ſelflike 
an Husband plucked from the Wife of his Youth : O Lord be ny 
udge, what Joy it would be to my Soul to hear, that my Miniſtiie 
thleft the Son of God among them, and that they are walkingin 


Morning of their Days: Acquaint them with the Word of Gel 
and Prayer. Grace be with you, Pray for the Priſoner of Catit: 


Aberd. March 6, | Tour lam fal and loving Paſtor, is li 
„(0 8 only Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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Mr. JAMES HAMILTON, 
Reverend and dearly beloved in aur Loyd, CON OED 

Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: Our Acquaintance is nei- 

ther in bodilie Preſence, nor in Paper; but as Sons of the ſame 
her, and Sufferets for the ſame Truth, let no Man deubt, but the 

te of our Queſtion, we are now forced to ſtand to by ſuffering 
le and Impriſonment, is, If Feſms ſhould reign ever his Kirk er 
O ifmy ſinful Arm could hold the Crown on his Head, howbeit 
zould be flxicken off from the Shoulder-blade. For your enſuing 
feared Trial, my very deareſt in owr Lord Jeſus, Alas! What 
to ſpeak, to comfort a Souldier of Chriſt, who hath done an 
dred times more for that worthie and Honourable Cauſe, than 
ndo ! But 1 know, thoſe whom the World was not worth ie of, 
dered up and down, in Deſerts, and in Mountains, and in Dens, 
| Caves of the Earth, and that while there is one Member of 


em, which he will not fail to do at laſt 3 for not one Toe or 


de our part, in this pitched Battel betwixt the Lamb and the Dra- 
but to receive the Darts in patience, that rebound off us on upon 
ſweet Maſter 3 or rather light firſt upon him, and then rebound 


eth firſt upon rhe fair Face of the Chief among ten thouſand, 


Wind bloweth off him upon me, I think it hath a ſweet Smell 
hriſt; and ſo muſt be ſome more than a ſingle Croſs. I know, 
have a Guard about you, and your Attendance and Train for 
(Safetie, is far beyond your Purſuers Force or Fraud; it is good 


ittle to teſiſt them, who Perſecute us and Oppoſe him, but keep 


tow ſhall be his. As for any thing 1 do in my Bonds, when now 
then a Word falleth from me, alas it is verie little! I am ex- 
inglie grieved that anie ſhould conceive anie thing to bein ſuch 
ken, and emptie Reed; let no Man impute it to me, that 
ee and unbought Wind ( for I gave nothing for it) blows 
lanempticReed : Iam his everburdened Debter. Icry, down 
ne, down, down with all the Excelleucie of the World, and 


would 1 be, if his Glorie would grow out, and ſpring up out of my 
hath 


ical Chriſt out of Heaven, that Member muſt ſuffer Strokes, till 
Lord Jeſus draw in that Member within the Gates of the new Je 


ger of that Bodie but it ſhall be taken in within the Citie. What 


him upon his Servants ? I think it a ſweet North-wind, that 


then lighteth upon our ſinful and black Faces; When once 


r Fend to be near our Ware- honſe and ſtrong Hold: Wie can do 


Blood and our Wounds to the next Ceari- day, when our Com- 
ats will be read; if this Day be not Chriſt's, I am ſure the 


WP vith Chriſt; Long, long may that fair One, that holie One 
allign: My Curſe be upon them that love him not. O hOW 


Wand Sufferings! Certainlic lince I became his Priſoner, he 


ä — CU A" roo OA Br — ubTÜ—— — ES _ 
„ 
— — — — — — — —-— — 


1 


— 


27 


Teſtament 3 I would, I could ſet out the dead Man's Good - Wil 


Mouths, and Chriſt's withered Garden ſhall grow green again, 


Gdbace, Mercy and Peace be to you: I am ſorrie that ye the 
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Mr. Rutherford 8 Epiſt. 1 
hach win the Tolk and Heart of my Soul 3 Chriſt is even becom 
new Chriſt to me, and his Love greener than it was, and now I ſt | 
no more with him, his Love ſhall · cartie it away: 1-11 | 
ſelf under his Love, I deſire to ſing, and to ery, and to proclaim 
ſelf, even under the Water, in his common, and eternallie indeb 
to his Kindneſs.: Iwill not offer to quite Comments with him / 
we uſe to ſay ) for that will not be: All, all for evermore 
Chriſt's, What further Trials are before me, I know not; bu 


ſer te 


know, -Ghrift will have a ſaved Soul of me, over on the other i Pvore l 
of the Water, im the yonder fide of Croſſes, and beyond hen m 
Wrongs. L had but one Eye, and that they have put out; ny Hm 


Joy, next to the Flower of my Joys, chriſt, was to preach 

eeteſt, ſweeteſt Maſter, and the Glorie of his Kingdom, and 
ſeemed no Crueltie to them, to put out the poor Man's one EI 
And now I am ſeeking about, to ſee, if Seffering will ſpeak my þ 


ſe to n 
we, h 
lif it 
je Fau 


One's Praiſes; and Lam trying if a dumb Man's Tongue can eva) 
one Note, or one of Zien's Springs, to advance my Welbeldrel ion, 
Glorie: Oh it he would make tome Glorie to himſelt out oft C 
dumb Priſoner ! Igo with Child of his Word, I cannot be Deli inſe, 
red; none here will have my after. Alas! What aileth then 
at him ? I bleſs you for your Prayers, add to thera Praiſes : ¶iſt an 
am able, I pay you home. I commend your diveing in Chi Sea, 


kneſ: 
ug mi 
Unwa 
Moor 
ckneſ; 


Ipeak 3 


his Friends, in his ſweet Teſtament ;. ſpeak @ Priſoner's hea 
Gommendations to Chriſt, fear not, your ten Days will o 
Theſe that are gathered againſt Mount Zion, their Eyes thallm 
away in their Eye-holes, and their Tongues conſume away:-inthi 


Scotland : My Lord Jeſus hath a Word hid in Heaven for ih! 
not yet brought out: Grace be with you. * 
e | | OY. - Wiitine 
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MISTRESS, . 


ſo hardlie, that I have not written to you. I am judged io tther 
that which l am not; l fear if 1were put in the Fire, I loud 
away, and fall down in Sheards of painted Nature: For trlit 
have little Stuff at Home, that is worth the Eye of God's Sema 
If there be aniething of Chriſt's in me, ( as I dare notdenyio 
of his roy it is but a Spunk of borrowed Fire, that can fe 
Warm my ſelf, and hath little Heat for Standers by: 1 would 
have that, which ye and others believe have, but ye arc ole 
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«to my Outer - ſide, and to ſome words in Paper. Oh that he 
deire me more than Paper - grace or Fongue-grace ! Were it 
hat Want paineth me, I ſhould have sÞai/ed Heuſe, and gone a 
ting long ſince; but Chriſt hath left me with ſome Hunger, 
is more hot than wiſe, and is readie often to ſay, If chris 
1d fer me as I do for him, we ſhould not be long in meeting; and 
ved my company as well as I do his, even while Iam writing this 
ur to you, we ſhould flee in ether's Ayms ; ButIknow, there 
ore Will than Vit, in this languor and pineing Love for Chriſt, 
Ino marvel, for Chriſt's Love would have hot Harveſt, long ere 
ſummer : But if I have anie Love to him, Chriſt hath both 
eto me, and Wit to guide his Love; and I ſee, the beſt Thing 
ve, hath as much Droſs beſide it, as might curſe me and it both 3 

if it were for no more, we have need of a Saviour to pardon the 
Wi: Faults, and Diſeaſes, and Weakneſs of the new Man, and to 
zaway (to ſay ſo ) our Godlie Sins, or the Sins of our Sancti- 
tion, and the Droſs and Scum of Spiritual Love; Wo, wo is 
O what need is there then of Chriſt's calling to ſcoure, and 
inſe, and waſh away an ugly old Bedie of Sin, the verie image of 
n I know nothing ſurer, than that there is an Office for 
riſt among us: Iwiſh for no other Heaven, in this fide of the 
sea, that I muſt croſs, than this Service of Chriſt, to make my 
kneſs Beautie, my Deadneſs Life, my Guiltineſs Sanctification : 
"ng much for that Day, when I will be holie. O what Spots are 
Unwaſhen ! O that I could change the Skin of the Leopard and 
Meer, and niffer it with ſome of Chriſt's Faicneſs ! Weremy 
ckneſs and Chriſt's Beautie carded through other ( as we uſe 
ſpeak, ) his Beautie and Holineſs would eat up my Filthineſs 5 
Ohl have not caſten old Adam's Hew and Colour yet ! 1 trow, 
beſt of us hath a Smell yet of the old loathſom Bodie of Sin and 
iltineſs. Happie are they for evermore, who can imploy Ghrift, 
ſet his Blood and Death on Work, to make clean work to God, 
foul Souls; I know, it is our Sin, that we would have Sanctifi- 
ion on the Sunnie fide of the Hill; and Holineſs with nothing 
Summer, and no Croſſes at all: Sin hath made us as tender, as 
ge were made of Paper or Glaſs.” I am often thinking, what I 
ld think of Chriſt and burning quick together, of Chriſt and 
ruring, and hot melted Lead poured in at Mouth and Navel = 
tl have ſome weak Experience, ( but verie weak indeed) that 
pole Chriſt and Hell's Torments were married together, and if 
there were no finding of Chriſt at all, except I went to Hell's Furnace, 
4 to there, and in no other place, I could meet with him, I trow, if 
nam ere as 1 have been ſince I was his priſoner, I would beg Lodging 
tlie God's fake in Hell's hotteſt Furnace, that I might rab Souls with 
mit; but God be thanked, I all find him in a better Lodging: 
ny get Chriſt better may than ſo, when he is Rowped to us, we get 
n dn but with a Shower of Summer-troubles in this Life, as ſweet 
width © ſoft to Believers as a May dew. I would have you and my 
lie kelęing Chriſt myſtical to weep for his Wife ; and O that we - 
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272 Mir. Rut her foerd's Epiſt. 18 
could mourn fer Chriſt buried in Scotland, and for his two ig 
meſſes killed, becauſe they Propheſied! If we could fo imponune 
- ſolicite God, our buried Loxp, and his two buried Witneſſes hg 
riſe again: Earth and Glay, and Stone will not bear down Ch 
and the Goſpel, in Scotland. I know not, it I will ſe the ſeco 
Temple and the Glorie of it; but the Lozp hath deceived me, if; Wi! 
not to be reared up again: I would with to give Chriſt his Nn ef 
home again: My Bleſſing, my Joy, my Glorie and Love be on 
Home-comer,I find no better Vie of Suffering, than that Chtiſps y 
nowing putteth Ghaft and Corn in the Saints to ſundrie places , 
diſcovereth our Droſs from his Gold, ſo as Corruption and Gy, 
are ſo ſeen, that Chriſt ſaith in the Furnace, that is mine, and th 
yours : The Scam and the Grounds. thy Stomach againſt 
Perſciaters, thy Impatience, thy Unbelief. thy Quearreling, t | 
are thise: And Faith, Og-warting, Love, Foy, Conrage, ar; ni les 
Oh let me Die one of Chriſt's On-waiters, and one of his Atte 
dants! I know, your Heart and Chriſt are Married together, 
were not good to make a Divorce. Rue not of that Meeting at 
Marriage with ſuch a Husband : Pray for me his Prifoner, Gra 
grace be with you, | | 


Alerd. 1637, : — 2 1 * Lid 
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To. HUGH EA 


Reverend and dear Brother, . 

ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: I received your Letter: Ihle 
a you for it: My dry Root would take more Dew and Summe 
rain than it getteth; were it not, Chriſt will have Drieneſs a 
Deadneſs in us to work upon: if there were no Timber to v0 
upon, Art would die and never be ſeen : I ſee, Grace hath ae 
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to play upon, and to Courſe up and down in our Wants, fo that 11 pleas 
often thanking Gov, not for Guiltineſs; but for Gmiltinels way, 
Chriſt, to whet and ſharpen his Grace upon: 7 am half centen Man, 
have Boils for my Lord Jefus's Plaiſters : Sickneſs hath this more 
vantage, that it draweth ou: ſweet Phyſician's Hand, and his ker: 


and ſoft Fingers, to touch our withered and leper Skins: it is 


d ma 
bleſſed Fever, that fetcheth Chriſt to the Bed-ſide : I think n 


; ne a 
Lonp's How deſt thon with it, Sick Body? is worth all my pangggubjec 
Nights. Surelie, 7 have no more for Chriſt, but Emptineſ n oth 
Want; take or leave, he will get me no otherwiſe, 7 muſt ſell ufer 
ſelf, and my Wants to him, but 7 have no Price to give forh ame 
if he would put f fair and real Seal upon his Love to me, and ben 50. 
upon me a larger Share of Chriſt's Love, (which 7 would fain Aber. 
is bend: with of anie thing, Texcept not Heaven it ſelf) 7 thous! 163 


— 
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ighing. and ſinging under his Croſs : But the worſt is, manie take 
e for ſome Body, becauſe the Wind bloweth upon a withered pri- 
wr: But the Truth is, 7 am both lean and thin, in that, wherein 
nie believe Tabound. 71 would Cif Bartering were in my Power), 
jr Joy with Chriſt's Love and Faith, and inſtead of the hot. 
i ine, be content to walk under a Cloudie Shadow, with more 
gef and Sadneſs, to have more Faith, and. a fair Occafion of ſet- 
forth and commending Chriſt, and to make that lovelie One, 
i fair One, that ſweeteſt and deareſt Loap jnsus, Market ſweet 
manie Ears and Hearts in Sce:/and; and if it were in my Power, 
A, np Chriſt to the three Kingdoms, and withal to perſwade Buy - 
to come, and to take ſuch ſweet Wares as Chriſt; I would think 
this Ive manie ſweet Bargains betwixt Chriſt and the Sons of Men; 
duld, 1 could be humble, and go with a low Sale; I would, Thad 
Cres with Wings, and running upon Wheels, ſwift and active, and 
dic, in longing for Chriſt's Honour: But I know, my Loxy 
Wiſe here, as I dow be Thirſtje; and infinitelie more Zealous 
his Honour, then 7 can be Hungrie for the Manifeſtation of jt to 
and Angels: But Oh that my Loxpd would take my Deſires off 
Hand, and add a Thouſand Fold mote unto them, and ſow Spiri- 
!nclinations upon them, for the coming of Chriſt's Kingdom 
he Sons of Men, that they might be higher, and deeper, and 
Lird ger, and broader! For my longeſt Meafures are too ſhort for 
a. my Depth is Ebb, and the Breadth of my Aﬀetions to 
iff narrowed and. pinched. Oh fer an Ingine and a Wit, to 
eribe Ways to Men, how Chriſt might be All, in all the World! 
is here behind Affection, and Affection behind Obligation. Oh 
little dow I give to Chriſt: and how much hath given me! Oh 
I could fing Grace's Praiſes, and Love's Praiſes? Seing JI was 
a Fool. ſeliciting the Law, and making Moyen to the Law's Court 
leicie, and found Challenges that Way: but now 7 denie that 


; 


I's power; for J am Grace's Man; Thold not worth a Drink of 
mmer of the Law, or of anie Loxp, bur Jeſus : And till T bethoughe 
eſs hk this, 7 was lain with Doubtings, and Fears and Terrours, 7 
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E the new Court, and the new Land-lord, and the new Salvation, 
aled in Jeſus his Name, and at his Inſtance: Let the old Man, 
pleaſe, go make his Moan to the Lax, and ſeek Acquaintance 
away, becauſe he is Condemned in that Court. I hope, the 
Man, and I, and Chriſt together ſhall not be heard: and this 
more ſoft, and the more eaſie Way for me, aud for my Croſs 
her: Seing Chriſt ſingeth my Welcome home, and taketh me 
d maketh ſhort Compts, and ſhort Work of Reckoning be- 

me and my Judge, J muſt be Chriſt's Man, and his Tenant, 
ubje& to his Court: J am ſure, Suffering for Chriſt could not 
in otherways : But Z give my Hand and my Faith to all, who 
I Suffer for Chriſt, they ſhall be well Handled, and fare well 


* 5” lame way, that I have found the Croſs eaſie and light. Grace 
* dberd. July 86 | Yours in his ſweet Lord © 


1637. 0 Jeſus, S. R. T0 
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To ALEXANDER GORDON - 
Of Garlock. 


Dear Brother, | 15 3 0 1 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to yon: if Chriſt were as! am, thy 

Time could work upon him to alter him, ort int ti: M H 17 

could be a new Day to him, or bting a new Mind up- a in 
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as it is to me a neœ Day, I could not keep a Houſe or a Covenant wil pe 
him: But I find Chriſt to be Chriſt, and that he is far, tar, eva 1 
infinite Heavens height above Man: And that is al) our Happinz'..r Ce 
Sinners can do nothing, but make Wounds, that Chriſt may he bret 
them; and make Debts, that he may pay them; and make Fal ore 
that he may raiſe them; and make Deaths, that he may quicket eput y 
them; and ſpin out and dig Hells to themſelves, that he may ran, hep! 
ſom them. Now I will blef5 the Lozn, that ever there was ſüch Horz 
Thing as the Free Grace of GOD, and a Free Ranſom given for ſo the! 
Souls: Onlie, alas Guiltinets maketh me aſhamed to app! ingdo! 
Chriſt, and to'think it Pride in me; to put out my unclean aner h. 
withered Hand to ſach a Saviour ! but it is netther Shame nor Pridt ba Ge 
for a Drowning Man to ſwim to a Rock, nor for a Ship-brokef. He. 
Soul, to run himlelf aſhore upon Chriſt Suppoſe once I be Guili e Kro 
Need foi ce Icannot, I dow not go by Chriſt : We take in goodpai yoo 
that Pride, that Beggers beg from the Ricker : and who is ſo poor fk; vo. 
we? and who is ſo rich as he who ſelleth fine Gold? Rev. 3. 18. Nich 5 


ſee then, it is our beſt, [ let Guilt ineſs plead what it lifteth] th; Pan 
we have no Mean under the Covering. of Heaven, but to creep Moor: 
lowiie and ſabmiſſiselie, with our Wants to Chriſt: 1 have all I 2 Shi 
cauſe to give his Croſs a good Name and Report. O how Woh ended 
is Chriſt of my ſeckleſs and light Suffering, and how hath he d mat 
- erred it at my Hane, that, for his Honour and Glorie, 1 ſhould Me cr. 
my Kzck under ſeven Hells pain in one, if ne call me to that: ane 
alas! my Soul is like a Ship, run on Ground through Ebbnels p ore 
Water. I am Landed, and my Love is Sanded I find not how Mr uke 
bring it on float gain, it is ſo cold and dead, that 7 ſee not hon Mrs v 
bring it to a Flame: Ey, fy upon the Meeting, that my Love hr £1. 
given Chriſt: Woe, woe is me, I have a Lover CHRIST, and 55 
i want Love fot him: I have a lovelie and deſitable Loip, who U Hes 
Love-worthie, and who beggeth my Love and Heart, and Ihaveniec; . 
thing to give him. Dear Brother, come further non Chriſt, pin. 
ſce a new Treaſure in him: come in, and look down, and ſee A hir 
Wonder, and Heaven and Earth's Wonder of Love, "—_ "MW jou; 
jeſty, and Excellency u him. I forget you not: Bray tor rns 
88 | | 3 Un in! 


rſt. 1814. Letters) 276. 
t our Lonb would be pleaſed to ſend me among you again, 
ruchted and full of Chriſt. Grace, grace be with you. 


Sherk; 1037; Tenrs in his ſweet Lord 
| Jeſus, S. R. 
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T JOHN BELL Elder. 
My vc vy loving Friend, | 
Race Meicy and Peace be to you: I have very often and long ex- 
petel your Letter; but, if ye be well in Soul and B2die, 7 am 
the leſs ſolicitous: I beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus to mind. 
mr Countrey above 3 and now when Old Age, the Twilight going 
fore the Darkneſs of the Grave, and the falling low of your Sun 
fore your Might, is now come upon ycu, adviſe with Chriſt, exe 
eput your Foc: in the Ship, and turn your Back on this Life: Manie 
e beguiled with this, that they are free of ſcandalous and crying 
dommarions; but the Tree that biingeth not forth good Fruit is 
the Tire: the Man that is not Born again cannot enter into the 
ngdom of Go: common Honeſtie will not take Siento Heaven: 
as that Men ſhould think they ever met with Chriſt, who had ne- 
tr a ſick Night, rhrough the Terrours of Gop in their Scul, or a 
re Heart for Sin. I know, the Logb hath given you Light, and 
e Knowledge of his Will; but that is not all, neither will that 
n Turn T wiſh you an awekened Soul, and that ye beguile 
bt your {eif, in the Matter of your Salvation. My. dar Brether, 
ach your ſelf with the Candle of God, and try if the Life of 
od and Chriſt be in you: Salvation is not caſten to cverie Man's 
oor: Manie are carried over the Sea and Land, to a far Countrey, 
| 2Ship, while as they ſlecp much of the Way : but Men are not 
Ended at Heaven fleeping: The Righteous arc ſcarcel ie Saved: 
d manie Run as faſt, as eitker ye or 7, who miſs the Prize and 
e Crown: GOD ſend me Salvation. aud ſave me from a Diſ- 
Hin: ment, and I ſeek no more, Men think it but a Sryyde, ora 
p over to He ven; but when ſo few are Saved, even, 0; Num- 
rt ke the Sand of the Sea, but a Handful and a Remnant, (as 
ob's Word faith, ) what cauſe nave we, to ſhake our ſelves cut of 
ut felves, and to ask our poor Soul, Wherhcr goeſt thor? where 
alt hen lodge at Night? Where ave thy Charters and Writs of 
Hessen) Inheritance? I have known a Man turn a Key in a 
dor, and /ock it by: Manie Men leap over, (as they think) and 
pin. O ſee! . ſee that ye give not your Salvation à wrong Caſt, 
think all is well, and leave your Soul looſe and uncertain © lock 
Jour Building, and to your Ground ſtone, and what Signs of 


bi the Eyening, to ceaſe from your ordinarie Work, and high 
e Time 


br ſt are in you, and ſet this World behind your Back: it is Time 
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276 Mr. Ruthexfoord's Fpiſt, 180 
Time to know of your Lodging at Night : It is your Salvation th: 
is in Dependance; and thut is a great and weightie Buſineſs, thoug] 
manie wake light of the Matter? Now, the Loxp Enable you by 
his Grace to wok it out. 1 


Aberd. 1637. Tour lawful and loving 
| | N Paſtor, S. R. 
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To WILLIAM GORDON 
O Robertown. 


Dear Brother, | 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: So often as Ithink on out 
Caſe, in our Soldiers Nighth watch, and of our Fighting lit 
in the Fields, while we are here, Iam forced to ſay, Pifoner 
in a Dungeon, Condemned by a Judge, to want the Light of the 
Sun and Moon, and Candle, till their Dying Day, are no more, nz 
not ſo much, to be pitied as we are; for they wearie of their Liſe 
they have their-Priſon : But we fall to, in our Priſon, where ye 
{ce little, to drink our ſelves Drunk with the Night- pleaſures of our 
weak Dreams; and we long for no better Life than this: but at the 
blaſt of che laſt Trumpet, and the ſhout of the Archangel, when Go 
ſhall take down the Shepherd's Tent of this fading World, we fall 
not have ſo much as a Drink of Water, of all the Dreams that ne 
now build on. Alas! that the ſharp and bitter Blaſts on Face an 
Sides, which meet us in this Life, have not learned us Mortificatii 
on, and made us dead to this World! We buy our own Sorrow, aud 
we pay dear for it, when we ſpend out our Love, our Joy, out De- 
tires, our Confidence, vpon an Handful of Snow and lce, that Time 
will melt away to nothing, and go thirſtie out of the drunken lanes, 
when all is done: Alas that we enquire not for the clear Fountais; 
but are ſo fooliſh, as to drink foul, muddie and rotten Waters, even 
till our Bed-time; and then in the Reſurrection, when we ſhallbe 
 awa'2ned, our Yeſter-night's ſowre Drink, and Swiniſh Dregs fall 
rift up upon us; and lick, ſick ſhall manie a Soul be then: 1know 
no wholeſom Fountain but one: 1 know not a Thing worth the 
buying, but Heaven: And my own Mind is, if Compariſon wet 
made betwixt Chriſt and Heaven, Iwould ſell Heaven with my Blef 
ſing, and buy Chriſt. Oh if I could raiſe the Market for Chriſt, and 
heighten the Market a Pound for a Peny, and cry up Chriſt in Men 
Eſtimation, Ten Thouſand Talents more, than Men think of him! 
But oy are ſhaping him, & crying him down, & valuing him at theit 
unwotthie Half penny; or elſe exchanging and bartering Chriſt vit 


the miſerable old fallen Houſe of this vain World, or then they re 
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m out upon Intereſt, and play the Uſurers with Chriſt : Becauſe 
tey profeſs him, and he out betore Men, that Chrift is their 
Treaſure and Stock, and in the mean time, Praiſe of Men and a 
ame, and Eaſe, and the Summer-ſun of the Goſpel, is the Uſur 

tey would be at: ſo when the Trial cometh, they quit the Sto 

"the Intereſt, and Joſe all: Happie are they, who can keep Chriſt 
himſelf alone, and keep him clean and whole, till Gop come 
nd Count with them. I know, in your hard and heavie Trials long 
ce, ye thought well and highly of Chriſt ; but trulie no Croſs 
ould be old to us: We ſhould not for get them,becauſeYears are come 
etwixt us and them, and caſt them by hand, as we do old Clothes: 
e may make a Creſs old in Time, new in Uſe, and as fruitful as in 
te beginning of it: Gopb 1s where and what he was, ſeven Years 
go, whatever Change be in us. I ſpeak not this, as if I thought, 
e had forgotten what Go did to have your Love long ſince; but 
hat ye may awake your ſelf, in this ſleepie Age, and remember 
witfully of Chriſt's firſt Wooing and Suiting of your Love, both 
ith Fire and Water; and try if he got his Anſwer, or if ye be yet 


Jn out A f | 
g lite give rim it: For! find in my ſelf, that Water runneth not faſter 
ner rough a Sieve, then our Warnings flip from us: forl have loſt 


nd catten by hands manie Summonds, the Loxp ſent to me; and 
here fore the LokD hath given me donble Charges, that Itruſt in God 
jall not Rive me. U bleſs his great Name, who is no Niggard in 
olding in Croſſes upon me, but ſpendeth larglie his Rods, that 


ff the 
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pf ou e may {ave me from this periſhing World. How plentiful Gop is 
at thei: nicans of this kind, is eſteemed by manie, one of Goy's unkind 
Cob lercies; but Chriſt's Croſs is neither a cruel nor unkind Mercie, 
: Galle the Love-token of a Father. Iam jure, a Lover chaſing us ſor 


14t we 
ce an 
ficatii 
„ ad 
ur De- 
Time 


t Well, and to have our Love, ſhould not be run away from, or 
ed from Go fend me no worſe Mercie, than the ſanctified Croſs. 
f Chriſt portendeth; and J am ſure, 1 ſhould be Happie and Bleſt. 
ray for me, that I may find Houle-room in the LoRb's Houle, to 
peak in his Name. Remember my deareſt Love in Chriſt to your 
fe. Grace, grace be with you. | f 


Innes, | „ 5 
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R; and MAD A NT, | 1 
Meng Race, Mercy and Peace from Gop our Father, and from our 
him! Lozp JESUS CHRIST, be multiplied upon you. 1 have 
rte Reafoned with your Son at large, 1 rejoyce, to ſce him fer his 
| vith ce in the right Airth, now when the Nobles love the Sunny-ſide of 
7 *. e Goſpel beſt, and ate af: aid that Chriſt want Souldiers, and mh all 
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Time to know of your Lodging at Night : It is your Salvation th 


is in Dependance; and thut is a great and weightie Buſineſs, thqys| udp 
manie 2 light of the a- Now, the Loxp Enable ing 00 
| his Grace to woik it out. | 5 | I. 
Aberd, 1637. Tour lawſal and loving 110 
— Paſtor, S. K. hir 
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To WILLIAM GORDO NF. 
8 15 5 | | e be 
? | go, 
Of Robertown. . 
| 23 | | | nat y 
Dear Brother, | Fl 2 | : uitfy 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: So often as Ithink on ougWith F 
| Caſe, in our Soldiers Nighth watch, and of our Fighting lit giv: 
in the Fields, while we are here, Iam forced to ſay, Pifoner rouge 
in a Dungeon, Condemned by a Judge, to want the Light of ti Md ca 
Sun and Moon, and Candle, till their Dying Day, are no more, nayſcret 
not ſo much, to be pitied as we are; for they wearie of their Lie allen 
they have their Priſon: But we fall to, in our Priſon, where y oldin 
lee little, to drink our ſelves Drunk with the Night - pleaſures of oui ma: 
vVveak Dreams; and we long for no better Life than this: but at the mes 
blaſt of che laſt Trumpet, and the ſhout of the Archangel, when G lercte 
mall take down the Shepherd's Tent of this fading World, we ſallit th 
not have ſo much as a Drink of Water, of all the Dreams that ae We 
now build on. Alas! that the ſharp and bitter Blaſts on Face andi ed fre 
Sides, which meet us in this Life, have not learned us Mortifcati f Chr 
on, and made us dead to this World! We buy our own Sorrow, and?) fc 
we pay dear for it, when we ſpend out our Love, our Joy, out De ek 
fires, our Confidence, upon an Handful of Snow and Ice, that Time life. 
will melt away to nothing, and go thirſtie out of the drunken Inne 
when all is done: Alas that we enquire not for the clear Fountais 4 
but are ſo fooliſh, as to drink foul, muddie and rotten Waters, eren 
till our Bed-time; and then in the Reſurrection, when we ſhallbs 
awa'czned, our Yeſter-night's ſowre Drink, and Swiniſk Dregs fu - 
rift ap upon us; and lick, ſick ſhall manie a Soul be then: Ik 
no wholeſom Fountain but one: I know not a Thing worth tx 
g but Heaven: And my own Mind is, if Compariſon wet 
made betwixt Chriſt and Heaven, I would ſell Heaven with my Blek 
Gag, and buy Chriſt. Oh if I could raiſe the Market for Chriſt, aa »t 
heighten the Market a Pound for a Peny, and cry up Chriſt in Me bac. 
Eſtimation, Ten Thouſand Talents more, than Men think of him L 
But they are ſhaping him, & crying him. down, & valuing him: the R 
unworthie Half penny; ot elſe exchanging and bartering Chrilt vit 4 = 
0 


the miſerable old fallen Houſe of this vain World, or then they len- 


/ 


1 eters: of —— 
m out upon Intereſt, and play the Uſurers with Chriſt: Becauſe 
ey profeſs him, and give out before Men, that Chrift is their 
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Treaſure and Stock, and in the mean time, Praiſe of Men and a 
ame, and Eaſe, and the Summer-ſun of the Goſpel, is the Uſur 
ey would be at: ſo when the Trial cometh, they quit the Sto 
the Interèſt, and Joſe all: Happie are they, who can keep Chriſt 
himſelf alone, and keep him clean and whole, till Gop come 
nd Count with them. I know, in your hard and heavie Trials lon 
ce, ye thought well and highly of Chriſt ; but trulie no Croſs 
ould be old to us: We ſhould not for get them,becauſeYears are come 
erwixt us and them, and caſt them by hand, as we do old Clothes: 
e may make a Creſs old in Jime, new in Uſe, and as fruit ful as in 
ze beginning of it: Gop 1s where and what he was, ſeven Years 
70, whatever Change be in us. I ſpeak not this, as if I thought, 
e had forgotten what Gop did to have your Love long ſince ; but 
tat ye may awake your ſelf, in this ſleepie Age, and remember 
witfully of Chriſt's firſt Wooing and Suiting of your Love, both 
ith Fire and Water; and try if he got his Anſwer, or if ye be yet 
give him it: For! find in my ſelf, that Water runneth not faſter 
rough a Sieve, then our Warnings ſlip from us: for I have loft 
d caiten by hands manie Summonds, the Loxp ſent to me; and 
here fore the Loxp hath given me double Charges, that I truſt in God 
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Liſe n not Rive me. I bleſs his great Name, who is no Niggard in 
re weWolding in Croſſes upon me, but ſpendeth larglie his Rods, that 
f ou e may ſave me from this periſhing World. How plentiful Gop is 


means of this kind, is eſteemed by manie, one of Gov's unkind 
lerctes; but Chriſt's Croſs is neither a cruel nor unkind Mercie, 
it the Love-token of a Father. Iam ſure, a Lover chaſing us ſor 
it Well, and to have our Love, ſhould not be run away from, or 


at the 
1 Go 
» ſhall 


14t we 


de aud ed from Gov ſend me no worſe mg than the ſanctified Croſs. 
feariM Chriſt portendeth; and 1 am ſure, I ſhould be Happie and Bleſt. 
„ day for me, that I may find Houle- room in the Loxb's Houſe, to 


ur De 
Time 


ſeak in his Name. Remember my deareſt Love in Chriſt to your 
life. Grace, grace be with you. Cer 
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Men dace, Mercy and Peace from Gop our Father, and from our 
f him Log D JESUS CHRIST, be multiplied upon you. 1 have 
pris | Reaſoned with your Son at large, 1 rejoyce, to ſce him ſer his 

vun ee in the right Airth, now when the Nobles love the Sunny-lide of 
25 lens Golpel beſt, and are afraid that Chriſt want Souldiers, and mall 


a hut 


"= Ps not 


278 Mr. Kutherfoord's Epiſt, 18 
not be able to do for himſelf. Madam, our Debts of Obligation 
Chriſt are not ſma}l : The Freedom of Grace and Salvation is eh 
Wonder of Man and Angels; but Mercie in our Lox ſcomei 
Hirte: Ye are bound co lift Chriſt on high, who hath given yi 
Eyes to dif-ern the Devil, now coming out in his Whites, and th 
1do!arrie and Apoſtacie ofthe Time, well waſhen with fair Pretences 
but the Skin is black, and the Water foul ; It were Art, 1 conſeſ 

to wach avlack Devil and make him whitz, Iam inflrangeVys aul 
Powns, and ſeven times a Day ! loſe ground: I am put often ti 
ivimming, and again my Feet are ſet on the Rock, that is h gerthà 
my ſelf: He hath nos let me fee. Four Things I never favleſgre 
1. The Supper will be great Chear, that is up in the great Hall, will 
the Royal King of Glorie, when the Fonr- hours, the St anding-drinj 
in this drierie Wilderneſs, is fo ſweet : When hebloweh a Ki 
afar off to his pour Heart-broken Mourners in Zion, ang ſendel 
me but his heart ie Commendations, till we meet, 1:m Confounde 
with Wonder, to think what it ſhall be, when the ſaiteſt among th 
Sons of Men, ſaall lay a King's ſweet ſoft Cheek to the ſinſul Cheel 
of poor Sinners. O Time, Time, go ſwiftlie and haſten that Day 

Sxcet Lord Jeſus, poſt, come flying, like a young Hart ot a Roe np 
the Mountains of Separation, I think, we ſhould tell the Heut 
earefullic, and look often how low the Sun is: For Leve hathn 
Ho, it is pained, pained in it ſelf, till it come in Grips with the pat 
ty beloved. 2. Ifind Chriſt's Abſence, Love's Sickneſs and Love 
Desth: The Win, that bloweth out of tlie Airth, where m 
Lord Jeſus Reigneth, is ſweet- ſmelled, ſoft, joyful, and heartfot 
to a Soul burt with Abſence. It is a painful Battel, for a Soul fick 
of Love, to fight with Abſence and Delays : Chriſt's not jet, i 
SHeounding of all the Joynts and Liths of the Soul“: a Nod of h 
Head, when he is under a Mask, would be half aPawn :. to a 

Focl, what aileth thee ? He is coming, would be Life to a de: 

Man. I am often in my dumb Sabbaths, ſeeking*a new Pleayi 

my Lord Jeſus, GO forgive me: and I care not, if there ben 
two or three Ounce Weight of black Wrath in my Cup. Fort 

34. Thing, I have have ſeen my Abominable Vileneſs; if 1 ne 

, well known, there would none in this Kingdom ask how Ido. Mi 
take my Ten to be an Hundred, but Iam a deeper Hyporrite af 
mallower Profefiorur, than every one believeth ; G0 knoveth 
feign not 3 ButIlthink, my Reckonings on the one Page viitt 

in great: Letters, and his Mercie to ſich a forelorn and wretchedD 

your on the other, moretkan a Miracle. If I could get my Fin 

Ends upon a full Aſſurance, Itrow, I ſhould grip faſt : But my 

wanteth not Gall: and upon my part Defpair might be alm 


excuſed, if everie one in this Land faw my inner Side: But knd 

I am one cf them, who have made great sale and a free Malle 
free Grace: If I could be Saved, as 1 would fain believe, furel; 

1 have given Chritt's Blood, his free Grace and the Bowe:s of 
Mercie, a large Field to work upon, and Chtift hath mani ſte 
Art (Idaie not ſay, to the uttermoſt; for he can, if he would, f 
5 e 
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| 'y all the Devils and damned Re;robates, in reſpe&t of the wide- 
of his Mercie, but 1 ſay) to an admirable Degree, 4. I am 
ken with Fear of Unthankfulneſs : This Apottate Kirk hath: 
avedthe Harlot with manie Lovers, they ate ſpitting in the Face 
F my lovelie King; and mocking him, and I dow not mend it, 
Ld they are running away from Chriſt in Troops, and I dow not 
Mourn and be Grieved for it. I think Chriſt lieth, like an old 
recaſten Caſtle, ſorſaken of the Inhabitants : all Men run away 
ow from him: Truth, innocent Truth goeth mourning and wring- 
ing her Hands in Sackcloth and Aſhes. Woe, vice, woe is me, for 
the Virgin-daug hter of Scotland: Woe, woe to the Inhabitants of 
this Land, for they are gone back with a perpetual Backfliding ': 
Theſe things te ke me ſo up, tht a borrowed Bed, another Man's 
rire-fide, the Wind upon my Face, (I being driven from my Lovers, 
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An wot h bleſſed Birds : Nothing. hath giren my Faith a harder 
back ſet, till it crack again, then my cloſed Mouth: but let me be 


5 ind der Acquaintance, and my poor Flock,) find no room in my * 
ene 1 have no ſpare or odd Sorrow for theſe: Only I think, 1 

he Sparrows and Swallows, that build their Neſts in the Kirk of | 
2 Miſerable my ſelf alone, Gup keep my dear Brethren from it: But 
ze tin keep Breath: and when my Royal. and never, never. endugh 
i ratſed King returneth to his ſinful Prifoner, I ride upon the High 


Places of Faceb, 1 divide Shechem, I Triumph in his Strength. If 
this Kingdom would Glorifie the Lon, in my behalf, I delire to be 
veighed in Gov's even Ballance in this Point, if I think not my 


e . | > * | 
no wages payed to the full, I ſhall crave no more Hire of Chiiſt. Ma- 
ick Nan, pitie me in this, and help me te Praiſehim: For what everT 


be, the Chief of Sinners, a Devil, and a moſt guiltie Devil; yet it 
of His the Apple of Chriſi's Eye, his Honour and Glorie, as the Head of 
o the Church, that 1 Suffer for now, and that Iwill go to Eternitie 
\ deMWvith. 1 am greatite in Love with Mr. M. M. I ſee him ſtamped 
vith the Image of Gop. I hope well of your Son, my Lord Boyd. 
de nou La. and your Children have a Priſonei's Prayers. Grace, 
or tl grace be with you. 12 | | 


W | | 
i 1 Aera. May tQ Your Las at all obedience in 
ite 1637. | | Chriſt, S. R. | 
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"7 Mr. THOMAS GARVEN. 
IE Day Bro her, | | : 
ark (Race, Mercy and Peace be to yor : IRejoyce, that ye cannot te. 


wel ? q it of Chriſt, (if I may ſipeak fo) bò t he muſt; he will have 
s of Jeu: Berake your ſelf to Chriſt, my dear Brether. It is a great Buſi- 
«(tea nels to make quit of Superfluit ies, and of thoſe things, which Chriſt 
11d, cannot dwell with, 1 am cannot with my own Ctofs, that Chriſt 

| | O 4: | hath 
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i If, it is your Glorie and your Garland, and ſhall be your Joy in th © 


day of Chriſt, and the ſtanding of your Houſe and Seed, to inherit 
hey Earth, that ye trulie and ſincerelie profeſs Chriſt : Neither 15 
ur King, whom the Father hath Crowned in Mount Zion, ſo weak, 
hat he cannot do for himſelf, and his own Cauſe. I verilie believe, 
hey are Bleſſed, who can Hold the Crown upon his Head, and carrie 
p the Train of his Robe Royal, and that he ſhall yet be Victorious 
nd Triumph in this Land. It is our part to back our Royal King, 
owbeit there were not fix in all the Land to follow him. lt is 
iſdom now to take up, and diſcern the Deyil, and the Antichrif, 
oming out in their Whites, and the Apoſtacie and Idolatrie of this 
and, waſhen with foul Water: I confeſs it is Art to waſh the De- 
il, till his Skin be white. For my ſelf, Sir, IJ have bought 4 Plea 
gainſt Chriſt, ſince I came hither, in judging my Princelie Maſter 
ngrie at me, becauſe I was c1ſt out of the Vine-yard, as a withered 
zee, my Dumb Sabbaths worketh me ſuch Sortow : But I ſee now, 


hriſt, and therefore I pals from my raſh Plea 2 Woe, woe is me, 
at] ſhould have received a Slander of Chriſt's Love to my Soul ; 
nd for all this, my Lord Jeſus hath forgiven all, as not willing to be 
eard with ſuch a Fool, and is content to be, as it were, Confined 


cifoner, . And now Iwrite it under my Hand. Worthy Sir, that I 
ink well and honourablie of this Croſs of Chriſt : 1 wonder, that 
e vill take anie Glorie from the like of me: 1 find that when he 
ut ſendeth his heartie Commendations to me. and but Heth a 


e Lamb will be, up in our Father's Dineing Palace of Glorie, ſince 
he Four-hou:s in this difmal Wilderneſs, and when in Priſons, and 


dGlorious ſhall our Caſe be, when that Faireſt among the Sons of 


yet len hall lay his fair Face to our now ſinful Faces, and wipe away 
pon WTI Tears from our Eyes! O Time, Time, run {wiftlie and haſten this 
led! 0 ſweer Lord Jeſus, come flying like a Roe or a young Hart | 
jon las! that we, blind Fools, are fallen in love with Moon thine and 
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hadows! How ſweet is the Wind, that bloweth out of the Airth, 


ls Love hath neiter Brim nor Bottom. Oh if 1 had help to Praiſe 
im? Be knoweth, if my Sufferings Glorifie his Name, and en- 
urage others to ſtand faſt for the Honour of our Supream Law- 


tue the Saints, under ſuffering for Chriſt, is fair before the Wind, 
ver eich full Sails carried upon Chriſt : and J hope to loſe nothing 
ic of 8 this Furnace? but Droſs 3 for Chriſt can Triumph in a weaker 
, o lan than Jam, if there be anie ſuch: And when all is done, his 
tir Wore paineth me, and leaveth me under ſuch Debt to Chriſt, as I 


gion 


neither pay Principal nor Intereſt, Oh if he would cempriæe my 
m 
ſelh 


Os ſelt, 


— . 
none ” . 


ortow hath not Eyes to read Love, written upon the Croſs of 
ithme, and to bear me Companie, and to Feaſt a poor oppreſſed 
iſs afar off, I am confounded with wondering, what the Supper of 


our {ad Deys, a Kiſs of Chriſt is ſo comfortable. O how ſweet | 


here Chriſt is! Everie Day we may ſee ſome new thing in Chriſt, 


ver Chriſt, my Wages then are payed to the full. Sir, help me to 
ove that never enough Praiſed Lox. I find now,\ that the Faith 
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282 . Mr, Rut herfocrd's Epi, 1 
ſelf, and if I vere ſold to him as a Bond-man, and that he | 
take me home to his Houſe and Fire-lide ; for I have nothins; 
render to him! Then, aſter me, let no Man think hard of Chi 
ſweet Croſs; for 1 would not change my Sighs, with the pain 
Laughter of all my Adverlaries. I deſire Grace in Patience top 
on, and to lie upon the Brink, till the Water fill and flow, 1 00 
he is fat coming. Sir, ye will excuſe my Boldneſs, and till it pee 
Gop Iſee you; ye have the Prayers of a Ptifoner of Chriſt, to uo 
recommend you, and in whom I teſt, e 


Aberd. May 14. : ly Yours at all obe/ience i 
1637. Cpriſt, S. R. 
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| | | vou, 

| Loving Brot ber, gte in 
JOld tait Chriit without wavering, and contend for the Ei the D. 
becauſe Chriſt is not eaſilie gotten nor kept: The lazie Manic t 

fe llour hath put Heaven (as it were) at the yerie next DH Go 

and thinks to fly up to Heaven in his Bed, and in a Night- dien let yo 
but trulje, that is not ſo eaſie a Thing, as moſt Men believe: M the f. 
himſelf did Sweat, ere he won this City, howbeit he was the (MH: 
born Heir. It is Chriſtianity, Ay Heart, to be ſincere, unfeigndWy01 s 
honeſt and wpright-hearted before Gop; and to live and e yon b 
Cop, {appoſe there were not one Man or Woman, in all the w beo 

d velling beſide you, tc eye you : Anie little Grace that ye h nun fa 
fee that it be Sound and Tiue: Ye may put a D. ference bet Worle 
you and Reprobates, if ye have theſe Marks, T. If ye prize (HM row u 
a id his Truth fo, as ye will ſell all and buy him, and fufter fo be bla 
2. If the Love of Chriſt keepeth you back from finning, more thiWof C. 
the Law or fear of Hell. 3. If ye be Humble, and denie your Mand 1! 
ii, Nit, Credit, Eaſe, Honour, the World and the vanitie Mawake 
£'ocie of it. 4. Your Profeſſion muſt not be barren,and void of Burde: 
Works, 5. Ie muft in all things aim at Goy's Honour; ye multt being 
drink, fleep, buy, ſoll, tit, ſtand, ſpeak, prey, read, and hear the M deavo. 
vich a Heart - puipoſe that God may be Honoured, 6. Ye muſt M hold 
pour ſelf an Enemie to Sin, and reprove the Works of Darku . Anoin 
inch as Drunkenncls, Sweating and Ly ing, albeit the Compazz defrat 
Nould hate you ior ſo doing. 7. Keep in mind the Truth of soul fe 
that ye heard me teach, and have nothing to do with the Coruithis B. 
ons, and new Guiſes entred into the Houſè of Gep. 8. Make Con ther, 
ence of your Calling, in Covenants, in Buying and Seiling. 9 eaten 
quaint your ſelf with daily Praying, commit all your Ways and have n 
ons to Gor by Prayer, Supplication and Thankſgiving, and co ang 1 
not much of being mocked; for Chriſt Jeſus was mocked before Wis com 


| Yeilwade your ſelf, that this is the Way of Peace. and Comfo lere 


ppl. 196: Terror 283 
% (ger tor : I dare go to: < and in to Eternitie with it, 


hongh Men may poſſiblie ſeek another Way. Remember me in 
"our Prayers, and the State of this oppreſſed Church, Grace be with 


oll. 


| wiſher, S. R. 
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Much Honoured Sir, | | 
Long to hear how your Soul proſpereth : 1 wonder, that ye write 
not to me; forthe Holy Ghoſt beareth me witneſs, I cannor, 
dare not, I dow not forget you, nor the Souls of thoſe with 
you, who are redeemed by the Blood of the great Shepherd: Ye 
ate in my Heart inthe Night-watches, ye are my Joy and Crown in 
the Day of Chriſt: O LorD bear Witneſs, if my Soul thirſteth for 
anie thing out of Heaven, more than for your Salvation : Let - 
Gop lay me in an even Ballance, and try me in this. Love Heaven, 
Jet your Heart be on it: Up, up and viſit the new Land, and view 
the fair City, and the white Throne and the Lamb, the Bride's. 
Husband, in his Bridegroom's Clothes fitting on it: it were Time, 
your Soul fhovid caſt it ſelf & all your Burdens upon Chtiſt. Ibeſeech 
jor by tue Wounds of your Redeemer, and by your Compearance 
efore him, and by the Salvation of your Soul, loſe no more Time, 
run fait for it is late: Gop hath ſworn by himſelf who made the 
World and Time, that Time ſhall be no more, Rev. 10. Ye are 
now upon the verie Border of the other Liſe; your LoaD cannot 
be blamed for not giving you Warning: I have taught the Truth | 
of Chriſt to you, and delivered unto you the whole Counfel of Gop, 
and! have ſtood before the Lord for you, and I ſhall yet ſtill ſtand: 
avake, awake to do Righteouſtie : Think not to be eaſed of the 
Burdens and Debts tha; are on your Houſe, by Oppreſſing anie, or 
being Rigorous to thoſe that are under you: remember how I en- 
deavouredto walk before you in this matter as an Example: be- 
hold here am I, witneſs againſt me, before the Lord and his 
Anointed, whoſe Ox or whoſe Als have I taken 2 Whom have 1 
Defrauded 2 Whom have 1 Oppteſſed? Who knoweth how my 
Sou] feedeth upon a good Conſcience, when I remember how I ſpent 
this zodie in feeding the Lambs of Chriſt 2 At my firſt Entrie hi- 
ther, I grant, 1 an a Stomach againſt my Loxp, becauſe he had 
calten me over the Dike of the Vine-yard as a dry Tree, and would 
have no more of my Service: My dumb Sabbaths broke my Heart, 
and I would not be comfuiied : but now He whom my Soul loveth 
is come again, and ir pleaſeth him to Feaſt me with the Kiſſes of his 
Le: A King dineth with me, and his Spikenard caſteth a tweet 
| | | Smell; 


rr ⅛ —•ßri r * 


— — 


Smell: TheLonp my Witneſs is above, that I write my Hear 


| People and Countrey, the Loving-kindneſs of the Lozp to my guy 
that ſo my Sufferings may ſome way Preach to them when1zmg 
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blank Paper. Now, Sir, I have no Comfort earthlie, but tokng 
_ that I have eſpouſed, and ſhall preſent a Bride to Chriſt in that Cai 
gregation The Lord hath given you much, and therefore he yil 


' Hortneſs of your Time: Icharge you to write to me, and in tie 
Fear of Gop be plain with me, whether or no ye have made you 


guild, negle& not your One Thing [ Philip. 3: 13, ] your one 
neceſſarie Thing [ Zuke 10. 42.] the goud Part that ſhall not I 


Lodging for himſelf and his Train: Let the Lonp have the Flone 
of their Age: the beſt Sacrifice is due to him: inſtru them it 
this, that they have a Soul, and that this Life is nothing in compa 
riſon of Eteini ie: They will have much need of Gob's Condud 
in this World, to guide them by theſe Rocks upen which mol 


Jeſus Chiiſt, which I taught them; that ſo they may lay holdo 
eternal Life, ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, aut 
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you, I never knew by my Nine Years Preaching, ſo much of Chriſt 
Love, as he bath taught me in Aberdeen by fix Moneths Impriſo 
ment. I charge you in Chriſt's Name help me to praiſe and ſhew the 


lent: He hath made me know now better than before, what iti 
to be Crucified to the World + I would not new give a Dricke 
cold Water for all the World's Kindneſs : 1 owe no Service tot 
I am not the Pleſh's Debter: My Lord Jeſus hath dated his Priſm 
er, and hath Thoughts of Love concerning me: I would 10 
exchange my Sighs with the Laughing of my Adverfaries. $ir, Mires of 
vritethis to inform you, that ye may know it is the Truth of Chi 
Ino ſuffer for, and he hath ſealed my Sufferings with the Comfat, 
of his Spirit on my Soal, and I know he putteth not his Seal up 


require much of yen again : Number your Talents, and ſee what 
ye have to render back again; ye cannot be enough periwaded of 


fe, 


Salvation ſure 3 I am confident and hope the beſt, but] know you 


A 
Reckonings with your Judge are manie and deep. Sir, be not be 
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taken from you. Look beyond Time: Things here are but Moon 
thine, they have but Childreas Wit who are delighted with Shadow 
and deluded with Feathers flying in the Air, Deſire your Childre 
in the Morning of their Life, to begin and ſeek the Lonb, andi 
remember their Creator in the Days of their Youth { Eccleſ. 12.1, 
to cleanſe their Way by taking heed thereto according to Goh 
Word (Fa. 119. 9.] Youth is a glaſſy Age: Satan finds a ſwey 
Chamber { for the moſt part] in Youth-hood, and a garniſhet 


Me: ſplit; but tar more need when it cometh to the Hour of Death 
and their Compearance before Chrift, O that there were ſuch : 
Heart in them to fear the Name of the Great and Dreadful Gov 
who hath laid up Great Things for theſe that Love and Fearhim: 

pray that Gop may be their Rortion. Show others of Pariſhonets 
that I write to them my beſt Wiſhes, and the Bleſſings of theit lawful 
Paſtor : Say to them from me, That I beſeech them bythe Bowel! 
ef Chriſt, to kcep in mind the Doctrine of our Loxp and Savio 


makin? 


vp 
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aaking (ure Salvation to themſelves: Walk in Love, and do Righ” 
eoulneſs, {eek Peace, love one another, wait for the coming of our 
Maſter and Judge: Receive no Doctrine contrarie to that which 
gelirered toyou 2 If ye fall away and forget it and that Cate- - 
hilm which 1 raught you, and ſo forſake your own Mercie, the 
Lonb be Judge betwixt you and me, I take Heaven and Earth to 
itneſs, that ſuch ſhall eternallie periſh 3 but if they ſerve the 
obo, great will theis Reward be, when they and I ſhall ſtand before 
ur Judge. Ser ſorward up the Mountain to meet with Gop: Climb 

for your Saviour calleth on you. It may be, Gop call you to 
out Reit when Lam far from you, but ye have my Love and the De- 
res of my Heart for your Souls welfare. He that is holy, keep you 
om falling, and eſtabliſh you, till his own glorious Appearance. 


Aberd. 1637, Your afeftionate and lawful 
| CC 
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Mach henoured Sir, CSS 

Long to hear whether or not your Soul be hand-faſted with 
| Chriſt; Loſe your Time no longer: Flee the Follies of Youth 3 
Gird up the Loins of your Mind, and make you readie fer 
ectingthe Lord. I have often Summoned you, and now I Sum- 
ond you again, to compear before your Judge, to make aRecko- 
ingof your Life : While ye have Time, look upon your Papers 
nd conſider your Ways: O that there were ſuch an Heart in you, 
sto think what an ill Conſcience will be to you, when ye are upon 
he Border of Eternitie, and your one Foot out of Time! O then, 
en thouſand thouſand Foods of Tears cannot extinguiſh theſe 
lames, or purchaſe to you one Hour's Releaſe from that Pain! 
O how ſweet a Day have ye had: But this is a Fair Day that run- 
ieth faſt away, ſee how ye have ſpent it, and conſider the Neceſſitie 
df Salvation : And tell me {| in the Fear of op ] if ye have 
ade it ſure 2. I am perſwaded ye have a Conſcience that will be 
peaking ſomewhat to you: Why will ye die and deſtroy your 
ef? Lcharge you in Chriſt's Name to rouze up your Gonlcience, 
ndbegin to Indent and Contract with Chrift in Time while Salva- 
ion is in your offer: This is the accepted Time this is the Day 
Salvation 1 Play the Merchant, for ye cannot expe&another 
Market-day when this is done; Therefore let me again beſeech 
onto conſider in this your Day, the Things that belong to your Peace, 
ore they be hid from your Eyes. Dear Brother, fulfil my joy, and 
gut teek che Loxb while he may be found: Forſake the Follies 
(deceiving and vain Youth ; Lay hold upon Eternal Life: Whore- 
% Night-dcinking, and Miſpending of the Sabbath, & neglecting 

| | odd aches 0 


IS 
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ing of the fourteen Prelates: There is nothing will mak 
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| ation, 
burn up your Soul with the Jerrours of the Almightie, when ve 
awakened Conſcience ſhall flee in your Face. Be kind and 0 
to your Wife, make Conſcience of cheriſhing her, and not bei 
rigidly Auſtexe. Sir, I have not a Tongue to expreſs the h 
that is laidup for you in your Father's Houſe, if ye reform jo 
Doings, and frame your Heart to return to to the Loxp, Ye ko 
this World is but a Shadow, a ſhort living Creature, underthely 
of Time; within leſs than fiftie Years: when ye look vacktoj 
ye ſhall laugh at the evaniſhing Vanities thereof, as Feathers Ain 
inthe Air, andas the Houſes of Sand within the Sea-mark, whie 
the Children of Men are building: Give up with Courting of th 
vain World: Seek not the Baſtard's Moveables, but the Son's 
ritage in Heaven. Take a Trial of Chriſt, look unto him, 
his Love ſhail ſs change you, that ye ſhall be taken with him, 
rever chuſe to go from him: I have Experience of his Sweetp 
in this Houſe of my Pilgrimage here: My Witneſs who is ab 
knoweth, 1would not exchange my Sighs and Tears with the Laugh 
- : 1 make you 
Chriſtian indeed, but a taſte of the Sweetneſs of Chriſt, come 4 
ſee will ſpeak beſt to your Soul: I would fain hope gocd of ya 
e not diſcouraged at broken and ſpilt Reſolutions, but to it, andt 
it again: Woo about Chriſt, till ye get your Soul Eſpouſed x 
chaſt Virgin to him: Uſe the means of profiting with your Cot 
ſcience : ray in your Familie, and read the Word: Remembt 
how our Loxb's Day was ſpent when I was among you : It villhe 


great Challenge to you before Gop, if ye forget the good that u 
done within the Walls of your Houſe on the Loxd's Days, and if] 
turn aſide after the Faſhions of this World, and if yep 
not in time to the Kirk to wait on the publick Worſhip of Gy 


and if ye tartie not at it, till all the Exerciſes of Religion be ende 


Give God ſome of your time both Morning and Eveuing and Affe 


JOY» 


noon, and in ſo doing, rejoyce the Heart of a poor oppreſl 


Priſoner. Rue upon your own Soul, and from your Heart fear t| 

Loxp. Now he that brought again from the dead the great She 

herd of his Sheep, by the Blood of the eternal Covenant, eſtabl 

y our Heart with his Grace, and preſent you before his Preſence u 

Aberd. 1637. Your affectienate and lou 
| | Paſtor, S. R. 
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Mach honoured Sir, | ö 


J vil not impure your not writing to me, to Forgetfulneſs: hi 
* ever, I have one above who forgetteth me not, nay, he gon 


Epiſt. 3; 


of Prayer in your Houle, and refuing of an offered Saly 
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bis Kiüdneſs ? It hath pleaſed his nolie Majeſty to take me from 
be fulpir. and teach me manie Things in my Exile and Priſon that 
gere Myſteries to me before; As, 1, I fee his bottomleſs and 
oundleſs Le and Kindneſs, and my Jealouſies and Ravings, 
ich at my firſt Entrie into this Furnace, were ſo fooliſh and bold, 
10 ſay to Chriſt, ho is Truth it ſelf, in his F ace, Thou liefl. 1 had 
ll nich loſt my Grips ? Iwondered if it was Chriſt or not, for the 
| and smoke of my perturbed Heart, made me wiſtake my 
Maſter Jeſus : My Faith was dim, and Hope frozen and cold, and 
wLove which cauſed Jealouſies, it had ſome Warmneſs and Heat 
and Smoke, but no Flame at all: yet Iwas looking for ſome good 
f Chriſt's old Claim, to me: I thought I had forfeited all WW 
Rigkts, but the Tempter was too much upon my Counſels, and was 
Rill blowing the Coal: Alas I knew not well before how good skill 
my Interceſſor and Advocate, Chriſt hath of Pleading and Pardon- 
etreWing me ſuch Follies: Now he he is returned to my Soul with Heal- 
ing under his Wings, and Iam nothing behind with Chriſt now, fox 
he hath overpaid me by his Preſence, the Pain I was put to by On- 
waiting, and anie little Loſs I ſuſtained by my witneſſing againſt the 
I wiongs done to him. I tro it was a pain to my Lord to hide him- 
ſelf anie longer: in a manner he was challenging his Unkindneſs, 
and and repented him of his Glooms, and now what want I on Earth that 
Chriſt can give to a poot Priſoner ? O how ſweet and lovelie is he 
Ca now ! Alas thatIcan get none to help me to lift up my Lord Jetus 
opon his Throne above all the Earth! 2. I am nowbrought to 
ll bf fome meaſinre of Submiſſion, and I reſolve to wait till I ſee what m 
at vi Lord Jeſus will do with me: I dare not now Nick-name or ea 
one word againit the All-ſeeing and Over-watching Providence of 
WY my Lord + I fee Providence runneth not on broken Wheels, but I 
fee a kool catved a Providence for mine own Eaſe, to die in my 
Neſt, and to ſleep ſtill till my Gray-hairs, and to lie on the Sunnie- 
ſide of the Mountain in my Maniſterie at Azwerh : But now I have 
nothing to fay againſt a borrowed Fire-ſide and another Man's 
cat 188 Houſe, nor Kedars Tents where I live, being removed far from m- 
| Acquaintance, my Lovers and my Friends: I ſee God hath the 
yl World on his Wheels, and caſteth it as a Potter doth a veſſel on 
ce ug the Wheel : I dare not ſay that there is anie inordinate or Irregular 
Motion in Providence; The Lord hath done it. I will not goto 
ol Lav with Chriſt, for I would gain nothing of that. 3. 1 have learn. 
ed ſome greater Moitification, and not to mourn after or ſeek to 
ſuck the World's drie Breaſts ; Nay, my Lord hath filled me with 
ſuck Dainties, that 1 am like to a full Banqueter who is not for | 
common Chear, What have I to do to fall down upon my Knees 
and to Worſhip Mankind's great Idol, The World > I have a better 
God than anie Clay-god 3 . Nay, at preſent as I am now diſpoſed, 1 
care not much to give this-World a Diſcharge of my Liferent of it, 
forBread and Water: I know it is not my Home; nor my Father's 
Houſe ; it is but his Foot-ſtool, the outer Cloiſter of his Houſe, 
tou dis Out- feld and Moor- ground: Let Baſtards take it; 1 hope 
| | never 
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never to think my ſelf in Its common for Honour or Riches N 
now, I ſay to Laughter, Thow art Madneſs, 4. 1 find it moſt in 


that the greateſt Temptation out of Hell, is, to live without Tem 
tation; if my Waters ſhould ſtand, they would rot : Faith igt 


better of the free Air, and of the ſharp Winter-ſtorm in its Fe 
Grace withereth without Adverſitie. The Devil is but God's Mae 
fencer.to teach us to handle out Weapons, 5. I never kney 10 
weak I was till now, when he hideth himſelf, and when I haye hy 
to ſeek ſeven times a Day, Iam a dry and withered Branch, ani ih.;,; , 
piece of a dead Garcaſe 3. dry Bones are not able to ſtep ove i 
Straw 1 The thoughts of my old Sins are as the Summond i: by 
Death to me: And of late my Brother's Caſe hath ſtriken met 
the Heart; when my Wounds are cloſing, a little Rifle cauſy ben w. 
them to Bleed afreſh : So thin-skin'd is my Soul, that I thim H or (; 
is like a tender Man's Skin, that may touch nothing: ye fee MM 2 
ſhort I would ſhoot of the Prize, if his Grace were not ſufficient: of A 
me. Wo's is me for the Day of Seotland; Wo, wois me fory ved: 
Harlot Mother, for the Decree is gone forth Women of U Me 
Land ſhall call the Childleſs and Miſcarrying Wombs Bleſſed: Til Los 
Anger of the Lord is gone forth, and ſhall not return till he perfou gan you 
the Puxpoſes of his Heart againſt Scetland: Yet he ſhall make Ja endb! 
land anew ſharv Inſtrument having Teeth to threſh the Mountau s loſt! 
and fan the Hills as Chaff. The priſonei's Bleſſing be upon you, Id Jud: 

: e | | : | arts C. 
Aberd March 144 Yours in his ſweet Inf@irance 
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riſt ane 
e) an 
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1 Know ye are thinking ſometimes what Chriſt is doing in Zi * 
and that the Haters of Zion may get the Bottom ot our Cup andi. " : 
purning Coals of our Furnace, ' that we have been tried in tie ye . 
manie Years bygone, O that this Nation would be awakened toc Tag: 
mightilieunto God, for the ſetting up of a new Tabernacle to Chi * 1 
in Scotland. O if this Kingdom knew how worthie Chriſt were hv 
his Room! His Worth was ever above Man's Eftimation of hin 3 
And for my ſelf I am pained at the Heart, that I cannot find my: N 
diſpoſed to leave my ſelf and go whollie in to Chriſt: Alas thi 7 
there ſhould be one Bit of me out of him, and that we have tt 
much Libertie and Latitude for our ſelves, and out own Faſe, 1 
Credit, and Pleaſures; and ſo little Room for All-Love won 
Chriſt ! O what Pains and Charges it cafteth Chriſt ere he per 3 
and when all is done we are not worth the having: it is a Wong 
that he ſhould feekthe like of us, but Love overlooketh Blackii e 
and Feckleſſneſs; for if it had not been ſo, Chriſt would ry 1 8 


a - Faroe 8 
in. 19. Tetters. 2285 
ye made ſo fait and bleſſed a Bargain with us, as the Covenant of 
ice is. 1 find that in all our Sufferings, Chriſt is but ridin 
arches, that everie one of us may ſay, Mine and Thine, and tha 
en may know by their Croſſes, how weak a Bottom Nature is to 


Faced under a Trial; that the End, which our Lord intendeth in 
lade our Sufferings, is, to bring Grace in Court and Requeſt amongſt 
de + 1 would ſuccumb and come ſhort of Heaven, if I had no more 
e my own ſtrength 10 ſupport me, and if Chriſt ſhould ſay to me, 


her do or die, it were eaſie to Determine what ſhould become of 
the Choice were eaſie, for I behoved to die, if Chriſt ſhould 
ſs by with ſtraitned Bowels : and who then would take us up in 
met: Straits? I know. we may ſay that Chriſt is kindeſt in his Love, 
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ue cn we are at our weakeſt, & that if Chriſt had not been to the fore 
in our ſad Days, the Waters had gone over our Sou] : His Mercie 
e ch a {et Period and appointed Place, how far and no further the CS | 
nt oz of Affliction hal! flow, and where the Waves thereof ſhall be f 


or ed: He preſcribeth how much Pain and Sorrow both for Weight 
d Meaſure, we muſt have: Ye have then good cauſe to recal 
ur Love from all Lovers and give it to Chriſt : He who is Aff icted 
all your Afflictions, looketh not on you in your fad Hours with an 
enſible Heart or dry Eyes: Alli the Lord's Saints may fee, that 
$loſt Love which is beſtowed upon this periſhing World: Death 
d Judgment will make Men lament that ever their mifcarrying 
arts carried them to lay and laviſh out their Love upon falſe Ap- 
nrances and Night- dreams. Alas that Chriſt ould fare the worſe, 
zuſe of his own Goodneſs, in making Peace and the Goſpel to 
e together, and that we have never yet weighed the Worth of 
iſt in his Ozdinances, and that now we are like to be deprived of 
Well, ere we have taſted the Sweetneſs of the Water: It ma 
with waterie Eyes, and a wet Face, and wearied Feet, we ſee 
fit and hall not find him. Oh that this Land were humbled in 
e, and by Prayers, Cries and Humiliation, would bring Chrift in 
he Church Door again, now. when his Back is turned toward us, 
Ahe is gone to the Threſhold, and his one Foot [ as it were] 
Put of che Door: I am ſure his Departure is our deſerving, we 
e bought it with our Iniquities ; for even the Lord's own Chil- 
n are fallen aſleep: And alas Profeſſors are made all of, Shews 
Faſhions, and are not at Pains to recover themielves again: 
tie one hath his ſet Meaſure of Faith and Holineſs, and con- 
eth himſelf with a ſtinted Meaſure of Godlineſs, as if that 
eenough to bring them to Heaven: We forget, that as our 
band Light grow, ſo God's Gain and the Intereſt of his Talents 
uld grow alſo, and that we cannot pay God with the old Uſe and 
put (as we uſe to ſpegk ] which we gave him ſeven years ago; 
this were to mock the Lord, and to make price with him as we 
O what Difficultie is there in our Chriſtian Journie, and how 
n come we ſhort of manie thouſand Things that are Chriſt's due, 
ue conſider not how far our dear Lord is behind with us! Miſtreſs, 
mot render you Thanks as 1 would for our Kindneſs to my Bro- 
© an oppreſled Stranger; but I remember you unto the Loid as 
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buſie the Love of ten thouſand Millions of Worlds and Angels,! 
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I am able: 1 intreat you cine di on me his Prifone,, 37d 


that the Lord would be pleaſed : o give me Room to ſpeak to hich 
ple in his Name. Grace, grace be with you. | 
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| To F U L V/ O O D Tounger. hrift's 
: las, IC 
Much honoured Sir, it © 
Gaze Mercy and peace be to you: Upon the report of this e 
thy Bearer concerning vou, Ithough good to ſpeak a u ,,. 
you: Iris enough for Acquaintance that we ate one in Chrift ; ̃ m 
_exrneſt Deſire to you is, That ye would in the fear of God, ee: t 
paare your Inch and Hand-breadth of Time with vali Eteim tie, t a 
your Thoughts of this now fair blooming and green World, with em, 
Thoughts ye ſhall have of it, when Corruption and Worms © 
make their Houſes in your Eye-holes, and ſhall cat your Flefh, Me 
make that Bodie dry Bones; if ye do fo, 1 know then, chat [12% 
Light of this World's Vanitie ſhall be more clear than now iti dtn 
And I am perſwaded ye ſhall then think, that Men's Labours fort 
Clay- idol are to be laughed at: Therefore come near and t 4: 


View of that tranſparent Beautie that is in Chriſt, which vt 


hold them all at Work: Surcl:eI am grieved that Men wili not 
their whole Love upon that Royal and Princelie Welbeloved, f 
high and loftie One: For it is curled Love that runneth ano T 
Way than upon him. And for my ſelf, if I had ten Loves and! 1 
Souls, O how glad would I be, if he would break in upon wei 


take poſſeſſion of themall! Wo, wo is me, that he and Lat 1 
far alunder ! U hope we ſhall be in one Countrie and one Houſe E! 
gether: Trulie pain of Love- ſickneſs for Jeſus, makes me tot C 
it Jong, long, long to the dawning of that Day. Oh that he wo I 


cut ſhort Years and Moneths and Hours, and over-leap Time, Wieſt thi 
we might meet! And for thi: Truth, Sir, that ye profels, s ſl: 
before the World of Men and Angels, that it is the Way and of 1 oe 
Way to our Countrie; the rest are By-ways 3 and that wile G. 
ſuffer for, is the Apple of Chrilt's Eye, even his Honout 35 Hod! 
g.verand King of his Church. I think Death too little ete il he 
ſook it. Do not, Sir, 1 beſeech you in the Lord, make Chi nt. 
Court thinner by drawing back from him, it is too thin Are bout 
for I dare pledge my Heaven upon it, he ſhall win this Plea, and Wind 3 
Fools that Plea againſt him ſhall lole the Wager, which 1s theit annc 
of Salvation, except they take better heed to their wiys. SH ro. 
Grace that we give not Hire for, is a Jeyel our Lord giveth tof pf th 
Stand fait in the Hope ye are called unto ; Our Matter vill Ws ou 
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wiouds, and will be upon us quicklie, and clear our C: uſe, ar d 
| bring us all out in our Blacks and Whites: Clean, clean Gar- 
nts in the Bridegroom's Eye, are of great worth: Step over this 
ad breadth of World's Glorie, in to our Lotd's new World of 
ace, and ye will Iaugh at the Feathers that Children are chaſing 
the Air, I verilie judge that this Inn, Men are building their 
et in, is not worth a drink of cold Water. It is a Rainie and 
okie Houle, beſt we come out of it, left we be choked with the 
icke thereof, O that my Adverſaries knew how ſweet my Sighs 
* Chriſt are, and what it were for a Sinner to lay his Head between 
br:ft's Breaſts, and to be over Head and Ears in Chriſt's Love! 
las, I cannot cauſe Paper ſpeak the Height and Breadth and Depth 


it! 1 have not a Ballance to weigh my Lord Jeſus's Worth 3 


1 


y 


ien, ten Heavens would rot be the Beam ofa Ballance, to weigh 
or: Ws! ii! I muſt give over Praiſing of him: Angels ſee but little of 
+. n: Oif that fair One, would t:ke off the Mask off his fair 
„ee, that I might fee him! A kiſs of him throngh his Mask is 
e, if 45050<2 O Day, dawn O Time, run faſt! O Bride- 
oom, poſt, poſt faſt, that we may meet! O heavens, cleave in 
not that that bright Face and Head may fet it ſelf through the 
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loads.) _& caat the Corn were Ripe, and this World prepaicd for 
oK! Fir, bepleaſed ro remember a Prifoner's Bonds. Grace © 
e With you. 5 | 


Aberd July 1d. Dours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. | Jeſus, I. K. 8 


F | __ ; 2 - . * 


T Mr, HUCH Me K AlL. 

My very dear Brother, a | | 
E krow, hat Men may take their ſweet Fill of the ſowre Law in 
Grace's Ground and betwixt the Mcdiato:'s Breaſts, and this is 
Sinners fateſt Way 3 for there is a Bed for wesried Sinners to 
eſt them in, in the zew Covenant, though uo Bed of Chriſꝭs making 
o ſleep in : The Law ſhall never be my Doemſter by Chriſt's Grace, 
get no more good of it: I ſhall find atore enough Doom 'n 
he Goſpel to humble and to caſt nie down: It is (I grant] a 
ood rough Friend to follow a Traitor to the Bar, and to back him 
l he come to Chriſt: We may blame our ſelves who cauſe the 
a to crave well paid Debt, to ſcar us away from jeſus, and diſpute 
out a Righteouſneſs of cur own, a World in the Moon, a Chimera, 
Ind a Night-dream, that Pride is Father and Mother to Inere 
annot be a more humble Soul than a Believer ;. it is no Pride for 
Idrowning Man to catch hold of aReck, Irejoyce that the Wheels 
ff this confuſed World, are rolled and cogged and driven according 
5 our Lord will: Out of whatever Airth the Wind blow, 8 5 

| | | low 


— 


together in earneſt, I mean not that my Feaſt- days are quite gone 
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292 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. j I. !: 
blow us on our Lord: No Wind can blow eur Sails over bone. Jo) 
becauſe Chriſt's Skill, and the Honour of his Wiſdom are Empay nothin 
and laid down at the Stake for the Sea-paſſengers, that he qa Miſc rid 
them ſafe off his Hand on the Shore, in his Father's known Bom ments 
our Native Home ground. My dear Brother, ſear not at the cM: *5 © 
of Chriſt : It is not ſeen yet, what Chriſt will do for you, ein deli 
cometh tothe worſt.: He will keep his Grace till ye be at àα½ than 
and then os {gm the decreed Birth for your Salvation ; Je Mime til! 
an Arrow of his own making, let him ſhoot you againſt à Wi belier 
Braſs, you Point ſhall keep whole, I cannot for multitude of1 Mi that n 
ters and Diſtractions of Friends prepare what I would for the Tin rs belp 
I have not one Hour of ſpare Time, ſuppoſe the Day were fon Vebtsc 


Hours long. Remember me in Prayer ; Grace be with you. Nets, 1 
6 e MANIC 


Alerd. Sept. 5. | 5555 7, ours in his ſweet \ Wmanic 
416837. SIT Fes, 8, an 
C ͤ ⁵ 
ITO ; „ 70 N 1 H 
6 . 
To his Reverend and dear Brother, Nedbe 
' 1 Ts u vo 
F r : a 1 | ing 11 
Mr. DAVID DICKSO a 
15 | ; hank 
My Reverend and dear Brother, | | Y in, 
Fear ye have never known me well : If ye ſaw my Inner- ide, ny 
* ispoffible ye would pitie me, but ye would hardlie give me eiii un 
Love or Reſpe& : Men miſtake me the whole length of the l pies 3 
'vens; My Sinsprevail over me, and the Tertory of their Guilt 
nels : I sm put often to ask, if Chriſt and I did ever ſhake Han A F 


but 1am made of Extremities * I pray God ye never have the ud 
and dtierie Experience of a cloſed Mouth; for then ye ſhall ju 
the Sparrows that may ſing in the Church of Irvine, bleſſed Birds 
But my Soul hath been Refreſhed and Watered, when hear of yo 
Courage and Zeal for your never-enough praiſed, praiſed Mall 
in that ye put the Men of Gop, chaſed out of Ireland, to Work: 
if Iconld confirm you! I date ſay in Gov's preſence, That this þ 
never haſten yeur Suffering ; but ſhall be David Dickſon's Ft 
and ſpeaking Joy, that while he had Time and Leaſure, he put ma 
ro Work, to lift up Jeſus, his ſweet Maſter, high in the Skies. OM 
of Gob, go on, go on, be Valiant for that Plant of Renown, 1 
that Chief 'among ten thouſands, for that Prince of the Kings 
the Earth: It is but little that I know of Gop, yet this 1 date u 
Chriff ſhall be glorified in David Dickſon, howbeit Scotland be mt! 
thered : 1 am pained, pained, that I have not more to give 
ſweet Bridegroom : His Comforts to me are are not dealt vith 
piggard's Hand, but 1 would fain learn not to idolize Con 

9 1 ell 
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e, Joy and 1 Felt-preſence : All theſe are but Creatures, 
zoching but the Kinglie-robe, the Gold-ring and the Bracelets 
be BridegrOOM © The Bridegroom himſelt is better than all the 
ments that are about him. Now, I would not ſo much have 
45 Gop himſelf, and to be ſwallowed por Love to Chrift : 
8 delighting in a Communion with Chriſt, we may make moe 
bs than one, but however, all was but Bairns-play between Chriſt 
metill now : If one would have ſworn unto me, I would not 
believed, what may be found in Chriſt : I hope ye pitie my 
that much in my Priſon, as to help me your ſelf, and to cauſe 


Debts of Praile to my great King: Let my Gop be Judge and 
nels, if my Soul would not have ſweet Eaſe and Comfort, to 
manic Hearts confirmed in Chriſt, and enlarged with his Love, 

nanie Tongues ſet on work to ſet on High my Roygl and Prince - 
velbeloved. O that my Sufferings could pay Tribute to ſuch a 


lleſted a piece of Art upon me, that I never revealed to anie li- 
\ He hath gotten fair and rich Employment, and ſweet Sale, 
'15podlie Market for his Honourable Calling of ſpewuing Mercy, 
ne the chief of Sinners: Everie one knoweth not ſo well as L 
my wofullie often broken Covenants: My Sins againſt Light 
ing in the very Act of ſinning, has been met with admirable 
tie: But Alas! He will get nothing back again but wretched 
hankfulneſfs! I am ſure, if Chriſt pitie anie thing in me, next 


ith, Love and begun Fruition : My Sorrow is, that I cannot 


dkies and Heaven of Heavens. 


e He | 
3U1IR 5 | 5 
Hal Lberd. May 1. . Teurs in his ſweet Lora 
- J̃q%a, d. K. 

: wot | | | he, 

| jug — em — — __— 
Bird, | | — — 


L bis Reverend and dear Brother, 


inſt lifred off the Duſt in Scotland, and ſer on high above all 


ts help me a Dyvour, a ſinful wretched Dyvour to pay ſome of 


| | 1 have given over wondering at his Love: tor Chriſt hath - 


yy Sin, it is Pain of Love for an Arm- ful and Soul-ful of himſelf, 


JOHN LIVINGSTONE. 
t ma SE | : 

OM My Reverend and dear Brother, | TH 

un, ce, Mercy and Peace be to you: I long to hear from you, 
'ngs end to be Refreſhed with the Comforts of the Bride of our Loxp 


eig is rend: I ſuffer with you in Grief, for the Daſh that your 

esto be ar N E. have received of late; But if our Logp, 
ire bach Skill to bring up his Children, had not ſeen it your, beſt, 
pon the Holie One of 7ſrael 3 _Hearken what he ſaith in croſ- 


wud not have befallen you: Hold your peace, and ſtay your. 


ſing 
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ſiug of your Deſires, he will ipeak xeace to his Peop l. 
_ removed from my Flock, and Stlenced and Contined in Alert / 
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Citie and for you. 


Mr. Ruthorfoord's Exit. 1 
L..m o 


for the Teſtimonie of Jeſus « Aud I have been Confined in g 

alſo with Delertions and Challenges: I gave in a Bill of Q 

and Complaints of Unkindneſs againſt Chriſt, who ſeemedito Ret 
me over the Dike of the Vineyard as adry Tree, and ſeparated | 
from the Loa 's Inheritance: But high, high and loud Prat ur A. 
to our Royal Crowned King in Zion that he hath not burr the 
Branch : I ſhall yet live and ſee nis Glorie. Your Mother Ch. 
for her Whoredom is like to be caſt off: The Bairns may bi 
their Heart to fee ſuch Chiding betwix* the Husband and the wit 
Our Clergie is vpon a Reconciliation with the Lutherians, ang ii” 
Doctors are writing Books, and drawing up a Common Confeſſin k x01 


the Council's Command: Our Service book is Froctaimed yi = 


ſound of Trumpet: The Night is fallen down upon the Prophey inter 


' Scotland's Day of Viſitation is come: It is time for the Bride M2707 


weep, while Chriſt is a ſaying, He will chuſe another Wife ; M's! 
our Skie will clear again: The dry Branch of cu down Leb 


will bud again and be Glorious, and they ſhall yer m WE 
Vines upon our Mountains. Now, My dear Brother, [ wilt" 
to you for this End, that ye may help me to praile. and ſeck help"? © 


others with you, that Gor may be glorified in my Bonds. MyI ber 
. hath taken the withered dry Stranger, and his broken ep. 
eart Priſoxet, into his Houſe of Wine: O!: O, if ye and Wl 
Scotland, and all our Brethren with you, knew how 1 am feat don 
Chriſt's Honic-combs drop Comforts : He dineth with his Fills [nn 


ner, andthe King's Spikenard caſteth a Smeil : The Devil cu but. 


get it denied, but we ſufter for the Apple of Chriſt's Eye, his A Len. 


Frerogative as King and Law-giver : Let us not fear or ſaint, i” 


will have his Goſpel once again Rovped in Scetlaud, ind hate ani 
Matter going to Voices, to fee who will ſay, let Chi1ſt be Cron / 
King in o cotland : It is true, Antichriſt ſtirreth his Tail, but I 
a rumbling and raging Devil in the Kik ſince the Church - 
tant cannot, or may not want a Devil to trouble her] rather e, 

a ſubtile or ſleeping Devil : Chriſt never yet got a ride with Daa 
ſtroke of Sword : It is now nigh the Bridegroom's entring intol 


Chamber; let us awake and go in with him: I bear vou Ne Ab, 


to Chriſt's Door: I pray you, P. ar Brother, forget ric not: 
me hear from you by Letter, and i charge you, {mother not Chul 


JZountie towards me: I write what I have found of him in the Hol 


ot my Pilgrimage. Remember my Love to all our Bretiren 4 
Siſters there, The Keeper of the Vineyard watch for his belizy 


0 a | 


Aberd. Feb. 7, Your Brother and Fel Hr 
| ſufferer, $ R 

| M1 

Race, 
Fith; 


it, 198. Letters; 2 5 29 5 
I, EPHRAIM MEL VIN. 
Reverend and dear Brother. | | 


ur Acquai::tance in ohr Lob continue I am wreſtling as I dow, 
he ount with Chr ft's Croſs : My Second is kind and able to 

as er your Quſtions. becauſe of my manifold Diſtractions, 
Letters to multitudes, I have not Time to A:.ſwer them: What 
be ſaid in common for that, ſhali be imparted to you; for lam 
on theſe Queſtions 3 therefore ſpare me alittle, for the Service- 


0 ! kxould take a great time; but I think. Sicut deeſculatio re- 
4 ola imatinis ant etiam elementorum, eſtin ſe idololatria externa, 
Vl 


intentio deoſculandi tots quanta in adtu eff feratu in Deum, 
bro; ita geniculatio coram pane, quando, nempe, 
1uſtitute totu, hame externus & interuus, v. Jari debt cerca 
nentaria ſigne. eſt adoratio relativa, & adoratio ipſins pants. 
tio: Intentio aderanai ebjecinm materiale nou eft de efſentia 
ern adorationis 5 wut patet in deeſculatione religioſa Sis geni- 
tio coram imacine Babyloniea oft externa aderatio imag inis, et ſi 
pueri mente intendiſſent aderare Fehruam. Sic gui en mety ſolo, 
ſpe preiij aut inanis gloria, peniculatur cram aureo vitulo Jorge 
mi (quod ab epſorege 3 qui nulla religione inductus, ſed libi- 
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dputaret vitulum eſſe meram creatwram & honore nullo dig num: 
ja geniculatio, ſive nos nol umus ſive volumns, ex inſtituto Dei & 
11e inn religioſe, eſt Hmbolam religioſs adorationis Ergo, 


= | HY ſgnificat corpus Chriſti et fe abſit aFus emnis woſire inten- 
ono” : religioſa geniculatis ſublata omni intentione hamana, e 
+ 11088" 417 atio panis coram quo adoramus ut coram ſ uo vicarto 
| will 4/entativo Dei: Thus recommending you to Guy's tender 
bert eccie, | delire, that ye would remember me to Gon, Sanctificati- 


| ſhall ferric you moſt in the Truth, Grace be with you. 


With | 
into] | F 7 8 
ur Ni Aberd. 1637. | Tour Brother in Chrif 


10t : Jeſus. S. R. 
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Husband, _ 


MISTRES 8, 


Nice, Mercy and Peace be to you: I cannot but rejoyce, and 


ft! be grieved, at your Caſe ; It hath pleaſed the Lonp to 


2 _  xemoye 


ecciycd yo rettet and am contented with all my Heart, thae-- 


: dominanai tantum, vitulum erexit fackitatum eſſe, textus 
5 laculenter elamat ) adorat vitalum externa aderatione; eſto 


p a Ventlewoman, upon the Death of her 


_— — We —ö 13 
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remove your Husband, ( my Friend, and this Kijk's faith6n. 
feſſor) ſoon to his Reſt; but ſhall we be forcie, that omi 
his Gain, ſeing his Loxp would want his companie no by | 
Think not much of ſhort Summonds, for ſe ing he walked ute 
Load in his Life, and deſired that Chriſt ould be magnifiedin} 
at his Death, ye ought to be ſilent and ſatisfied : When, 
cometh for his own, he runneth faſt : Metcie, Mercie t / 
Saints goeth not at_leaſure 3 Love, Love in our Redeemer ; 
ſlow, and withal he is homelie with you, who cometh at bY 
hand to your Houſe, and intrometteth as a Friend, with anie th 
that is yours. I think, he would fain borrow and lend with | 
Now he ſhall meet with the ſolacious Companie, the fair Fl 
and bleſſed Bairn-time of the Firſt-born, banqueting at they 
2iage ſupper of the Lamb. It is a Mercie, that the poor wang 
Sheep get a Dike-fide, in this Stormie-day, and a leaking, Shy 
fafe Haibour, and a Sea: ſick Paſſenger a ſour. and oft Bed a5 
Wrath, wrath, wrath from the Lorv 1s coming upon this is 
that he hath left behind him: Know therefore, that your Ly 
* his Wounds, are the Wounds of a Lover, and that be n 
ave Compaſſion upon a ſad-hearted Servant; and that Chi 
hath ſaid, he will have the Husband's room in your Hear : | 
loved you in your firſt Husband's time, and he is but Wooits i 
* ſtill, give him Heart and Chair, Houſe and all: He will not 
made Companion with anie other; Love is full of Jealouſies, 
will have all your Love, and who ſhould get it but lie? I know, 
allow it upon him: There are Comforts, both Sweet and $i 
fying, laid up for you, wait on; Friſt Chriſt, he is an hone&Þd 
ter. Now for mine own Cale, I think ſome poor Bodie would 
glad of a dated Priſoner's Leavings. I have no Scarcitic ofChrif 
Love: Hehath waſted mo Comforts upon his poor baniſhed 9 
vant, than would have refreſhed manie Souls: My Burden . 
once ſo heavie, that one Ounce Weight would have caſten the Bd 
lance, and broken my Back; but Chriſt ſaid, Hold, hold, to f 
Sorrow, and hath wiped a blathered Face, which was foul vil 
Weeping. I may joyfullie go my Loxb's Errands, with Wages i 
my Hands; deferred Hopes need not to make me 42a4ſwitr (: 
we uſetolay ) my Croſs is both my Croſs and my Reward. 0! 
that Men would ſound his high Praiſes ! 1 love Chriſt's worſt ke 
proaches, his Glooms, his Croſs, better than all this World 
laiſtered Glotte; my Heart is not longing to be back again fron 
| riſtꝰs Counttie, its a lweet Soil Lam come to. I (-it-anieinth 
World) have good cauſe to ſpeak much good of him. O! He 
were a good cheap Price to buy him at. Oh if all the three King 
doms were Witneſſes to my pained, pained Soul, overcome an 
Wounded with Chriſt's Love! Ithank you moſt kindlie, my 4 
Siſter, tor your Love to, and tender Care of my Brother ; I wil thin 
my ſelf obliged to you, if ye continue his Friend: He is motrett 
me than a Brother now, being engaged to ſuffet for ſo Ben 
ces Ws Bi a Aae 
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ſaler and Cauſe. Pray for Chriſt's Priſoner, and Grace, grace be 
h | Wu 
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ir, JOHN NE VA V. 


iv Reverend and dear Brot her, | . i 85 
ace, Mercy, and Peace be to you: I have exceeding many 1 
vritzto, exe 1 would be kinder in Paper; I*rejoyce that my 
© Maſter hath anie to back him: Thick, thick may my Royal 
s Court be. O that his Kingdom might grow! It were my 
to have his Houſe full of Gueſts. Except that I. have ſome 
die Days, fot the moſt part I have a King's Life with Chriſt x 
is all perfumed with the Powders of the Merchant: He hath a 
7's Face and a King's Smell; his Chariot, wherein he cu- 
: his poor Priſoner, is of the Wood of Lebanon, it is paved with 
2: Is not that ſoft Ground to walk or ly on? I think better 
uſt than ever I did; my Thoughts of his Love grow and 
on me: I never write to anie of him ſo much as 1 have feſt. 
could write a Book of Chriſt and of his Love! Suppoſe 1 
made white Aſhes, and burnt for this ſame Truth, that Men 
rbut as Knots of Straws, it were my Gain, if my Aſhes could 
am the Worth, Excellencie and Love of my Lord Jjeſus: There 
neh Telling in Chriſt, I give over the Weighing of him ; Heaven 
not be the Beam of a Ballance to Weigh him in. What Eyes 
me, or what Wind of Tongues be on me, I cate not: Let me 
lin tis Stage in the Fool's Coat, and act a Fool's part to the 
Gol tis Nation: If I can ſet my Welbeloved' on high, and 
Weis fair for him, a Fig for their Heſanna : If I can roll my ſelr̃ 
L25 of Chriſt's Garment, I will lie there, and laugh at che 
gut: of dying Bits of Clay. Brother, we have cauſe to weep 
Wt [7:7 ot mother, her Husband is ſending her to Rome's Bro- 
haue, which is the Gate ſhe liketh well: Let I pertwade yon, 
ral be à fair After-growth for Chriſt, in Scotland, and this 
2 hall ſing the Bridegroom's Welcome home again to his own 
e The Worms ſhalleat them firſt, ere they cauſe Chriſt rake 
gt at Scotland. I am here aſſaulted with the Doctors Gun; 
bels he Father of Light, they draw not Bleod of Truth. 1 
0Lodzing inthe Heart of natural Men, who are cold Friends 
Matter : I pray you, Remember my Love to that Gentle- 
A. C. My Heart is knit to him, becauſe he and I have 
lacket. Remenaber my Bonds, and preſent my Seryice 
| 1 1 e do 
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2988 . Mr. Rutherfard's 
tomy Lord and my Lady: I with Chriſt may be dearer 10 jj, 
than to manie of their place, Grace be with you. 


Ne 


| Alerd. July 5. | Tours in his fen Ln 
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MADAM, 


; (ace, Mercy and Peace be to you: Few (I beliere) jy 

rhe Pain and Torment of Chiſſt's friſted Love: friſting of Clyj 
Preſence is a matter of Torment. I know a poor Soul, that wg! 
lay all Oars in the Water, for a Banquet or Feaſt of Chriſbs 10 
Icannotthink, but it muſt. be uptaking and ſweet, to ſee the 
and Red of Chriſt's fair Face; for he is White and Rn4d) anji 
ehiefeſt among ten thouſands, Cant. '5. 10. I am ſure, that mf 
a well made Face of his, Heaven muſt be in his Viſage ; Gd 
glorie for evermore muſt fit on his Countenance. I dare not a 
the Mack and Covering, that is on his Face; but O if therew 
a Hole in it! :O if Gop would tear the Mask! Fy, fy upon 


we were never amed till now, that we do not proclaim our Py 


ing and Languiſhing for him. I am ſure, never Tongue pak 
Chriſt, as he is. 1 am ſtill of that mind, and ſtill will be, that 


Wrong and Undervalue that holie, holie One, in having ſuch f 
and ſhallow Thoughts ot his Weight and Worth. O if I could by 
but Leave to ſtand beſide, and ſee the Father weigh Chriſt the 


if it were poſſible! But how everie one of them comprehendeth: 


ther, we, who have Eyes of Clay, cannot comprehend ; But! 
pitie for evermore, and more-than Shame, that ſuch an one 
Chriſt, ſhould it in Heaven his alone. for a:: To go upthi 
ences Errand, and.on purpoſe to fee, were no ſmall Glorie. 0t 


he would ſtrike out Windows, and fair and great Lights, in this 


Houſe, this fallen- down Soul, and then ſet the Soul near 


_ Chriſt, that the Rays and Beams of. Light, and the Soul-delight 


Glances of the Fair, Fair God-head, mightfſhine in at the Wind 


and fill the Houte ! A fairer and more near and direct fight 


Chriſt would make Room for his Love; for we are but pid 
and ſtraitned in his Love. Alas, it were caſte to meaſure andy 


all the Love, that we have for Chriſt, by Inches and Ounces! 


that we ſhouid love by Meaſure and Weight, and not rather 
Floods and Feaſts of Chriſt's Love! Oh that Chriſt would bi 
down the old narrow Veſlels of theſe narrow and ebb$ouls, 

make fair, deep, wide and broad Souls, to hold a Sea and! 
Tide, flowing over all its Banks, of Chriſt's Love! Oh tht 
Almightie would give me my Requeſt ! That 1 might ſee 0 


come to his Temple again; ( as he is minting, and tis lien 
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to do] and if the Land were humbled, the Judgmen's threat- 
are with this reſervation, I kuow, If we ſhall tern and repent. 
hat a Heaven ſhould we have on Earth, to ſee Scotland's Moon, 
ethe Light of the zun, and Scotland's Sun-light ſeven fold, like 
Light of ſeven Days, in the Day that the Lord bindeth up the 
ach of his People, and healeth the Stroke of their Wounds! Iſa. 
26. Alas! that we will not pulland draw Chriſt to his old Tents 
zin, to come and feed among the Lilies, till the Day bieak and 
Shadows flee away : O that the Nobles would go on, in the 
ength and Courage of the Lonxp, to bring our lawful King Jeſus, 
me again! 1 am perſwaded, he- hall return again in Glorie to 
is Land; but happie were they, who could help to convoy him 
his Sanctuarie and ſet him again up upon the Mercie-ſeat be- 
Ext the Cherubims. O Fun return to darkned Britain 0 faireſt 
pong all the Sons of Men, O moſt excellent One. come home again, 


l 


* ne home and win the Praiſes and Bleſſings of the Motor ner: 19 Zeon, 
Priſoners of Hope, that wait fer thee ' I know, be can alto 


iumph in Suffering, and Weep and Reign, and Die and Triumph, 
d iemain in Priſon, and yet ſubdue his Enemies: But how hap- 
were l, to ſee the Coronation Day of Chriſt: To ſte his Mo- 
who bare him put the Crown upon his Head again, and cry with 
uting till che Earth ſhould ring, Let Feſus our Ring live and reign 
evermore ! Grace, grace be with your La: | | 


Aberd. 1637. Tour Ea: at allobedience i 
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thi 0 f Blair. | Wk 


this | | VERT 

ar Much honoured Sir, = | el 

ig Race, Mercie and Peace be to you: I would deſire to know; 
1nd! 


how my Lord took my Letter ſent him, and how he is > 1 defi:= 
thing, but that he. be Faſt and Honeſt to my P.oyal Mader and \ 
bung. 1 5m well everie way, all Praiſe to him, in whoſe Books f 


ae et tand tor ever as his Debter : Orlie my Silence paineth me. 1 
$! done Joy out of Heaven, next to-Chrift my Lozp, and that was 
ner reach Him tb this faithleſs Generation, and they have take 
ld e from me : It was to me as the poor Man's one Eye, and they 
4 we put out that Eye. I know the Vioience done to me and his 


dor berett Bride, is come :p before the Lonn: And ſippoſe I 
rike other fide of my Croſs, or what my Lon will bring out vs 
+ Jet] believe the Viſion ſhall not cariie, and that Chriſt is o 
ke 0G Joarnie for my Deliverance, he gocth not Uowlie, bu gafier:: 

| | | . 0 


Sar 
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308 Mr, Rutherford „ 201 
over ten Mountains at one Stride : In the mean time, Jam pain, 
with his Love, becauſe I want real Poſteſſion : When Chr 
meth, he ſtayeth not long; but certainlie, the blowing of hi 
Ereath upon a poor Soul is Hęaven upon Earth: And when th 
Wind turneth into the North, and he goeth away, I die, til th 
Wind change in the Weſt, and he viſit his Prifoner : But he hq 
eth me not often at his Dor. I am richlie repayed for ſufferingſe 
him. O if all Scotland were as J am, except my Bonds! Oyj, 
pain ] have, becauſe I cannot gethimPraiſed by my Sufferings! 04, 
Heaven, within and without, and the Earth were Paper, and al! the 
Rivers, Fountains, and Seas were Ink, and 7 able to vrite all th 
Paper within and without, full of his praiſes and Love and Exc 
lencie, to be read by Man and Angel! Nay this is little; I owem; 
Heaven for Chriſt, and to deſire, howbeit 1 ſhould never enter in; 
the Gates of the new Fermſalem, to ſend my Love and my Praiſe 
over the Wall to Chriſt. Alas that Time and Days lie betwixt hi 
and me, and Adjourn our Meeting ! It is my part to cry, 0 ahn 
will the Night be paſt and the Day dawn, thai we ſhall ſee one an 
ter! Be pleaſed to remember my Service to my Lord, to whom 


T 


wrote; and ſhew him, that for his Affection to me, I cannot by M 
pray for him, and earneſtly deſire that Chriſt miſs him not out Mac. 
the Roll of thoſe, who are his Witnefles,now, when hisKinglie he you 

' Nour is called in Queſtion : It is his Honour to hold upChripMoneth 
| Royal Train, aud to be an Infttument to hold the Crown upuſate of 
Chriſt's Head. Shew him, becauſe 1 love his true Honour aue but 
Standing, that this is my earneſt Deſire for him. Now 1 bleſs you ur to g 
and the Prayers of Chriſt's priſoner come upon you, and his ſweetel 4 
Neſence, whom ye ſerve in the Spirit, accompany you. of 

| Lell, Al 
Aberd. June 23. Tops at all ebliged obedienet i Mhtiſts 

| "3: F697" Chriſt, S. R. AY, 2 
| | | 1 | aſh, 

. | 3 ore: 
= -: . | | | Fhriſt's 

To Mr. J O HN R O Wii 
5 | 5 e en ſee 
Reverend and dear Brother, 3 Wot 

y Received ours: I bleſs his high and great Name, I like m w . 
Greet Maſter ſtill the longer the better: A fight of his Croſs f 
more auſome, than the Weiglit of it. I think the worſt Things0 As 
Chtiſt, even his Reproaches and his Croſs, ( when J lock ontnet * 
not with bleared Eyes ) far rather to be choſen, than the Laugh a d 
and Worm- eaten Joys of my Adverſaries. Oh that they were 45 Bl 1 
am, except my Bonds! My Witneſs is above, my Miniltery, ner 21 ) 
to Chriſf, is deareſt to me ofanie thing; but 1 lay it dovn 3 up 
Chriſt's Feet, for his Glorie and his Honour as Supreme Lau ple | Ob 
which is degrer to me. Ay dear Brother, if ye will 1ecar :l ben 
Jeſtimony of a poor Priſoner of Chriſt, who dare not you _ . 


* 


piſt, 204s Letters. 2301 
or the World, I believe certainly, and expect Thanks from the 
rince of the Kings of the Earth, for my poor Hazards ( ſuch as 
key ure] for his Honoprable Cauſe, whom J can never enough 
xc0!, for his running-over Love to my ſad Soul, fince I came hi- 
ter. O that I could get him ſet on High and praiſed ! I ſeek no 
ore, as the Top and Root of my Deſires, but that Chriſt may 
wake Glory to himſelf, and Edification to the weaker, out of my 
afferings. I deſire ye would help me both to Pray and Praiſe. Grace 
with you. | 1 0 | 


Aberd. July 8. | Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. i Jeſus, . . 
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To the Lady CULROSS. 


1 A DA My | 
Rice, Mercy and Peace be to you: I am much refreſhed with 
your Letter, now at length come to me. I find my Lord Jeſus 
meth not, in that preciſe Way that I lay wait tor him, he hath 4 
fate of his own: Ohow aigh are his Ways above my Ways . L 
e but little of him: It is beſt not to offer to learn him a Leſſon, 
ut to give him abſolutelie his own Will, in coming, going, ebbing, 
ing, and in the manner of his gracious working. I want no- 
hing but a Back-b#rthen of Chriſt's Love: I would go through 
Fell, and the thick of the damned Devils, to have a heaxcie Feaſt of 
htiſt's Love; for he hath Fettered me with his Love, and run 
4y, and left me 2 Chained Man. Wo is me, that Iwas to Loole, 
alu, Vain, and Graceleſs, in my unbelieving Thoughts of Chriſt's 
ore : But what can -a Soul under a Nen- entry (when my Rights 
ere Nedſet and loſt ) do elſe, but make a falſe Libel againſt. 
Chriſt's Love? I know your ſelf, Madam, and manic mo, will be 
itnefles againſt me, if 1 repent not of my Unbelief; ſor 1 have 
en ſecking the Pope's Wares; ſome Hire for Grace within my ſelf. 
have not learned, as I ſhould do, to put my Stock and all my Trea- 
le, in Chtiſt's Hand; but I Would have a Stock of mine own: 

ere I was aware, I was taking Hire to be the Law's Advocate, to 
k Juſtiacation by Works. I forgot, that Grace is the onlie Gar- 
nd that is worn in Heaven, upon the Heads of the Glocified. And 
half rejc;ce, that I have Sickneſs for Chriſt to work upon: 
cel muſt have Wounds, wells my Soul, I have a Day's Work for 
y Phyſician Chriſt : 1 hope to give Chriſt his own Calling, it 
keth him full well to cure Diſeaſes. My.Ebbings are verie low, 
the Tide is far out, when my Beloved gocth away; and then 
, Oh ctueltie! to put out the poor Man's one Eye, and that, 
* was my Joy, next to Chriſt, to preach my Welbeloved 3 then 
lake a Noiſe about Chriſt's Houſe, looking uncouth-like in at his 
| 8 EZ ; > Window, 
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the card and the Map of Heaven, that he letteth me now ſee, is 


gotten a real Sign, but have come from him crying, Hunger, Huy 
Ithink, Chtiſt letteth me fee Meat, in my Extremitic of Hung 
and gireth me none ef it : When Tam near the Apple, he dia 


Encourager, which ſhould make you rejoyce. For your Son, 


As. oo. —— — 


—_ 
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Window, and caſting my Love and my Deſires over the wall, HM abou 
Gov {end better. Iam often content, my Billlie in Heaven, till 
Day of my Departure, providing 1 had Aſſurance, that Mercie fi 
be written on the Back of it: I would not care for On-waitin becat 
but when I draw in a tired Arm and-an emptie Hand withali 
much to me, to keep my Thoughts in order; but I will notye 
gate for Chriſt's Love, when 1 have done all I can. 1 would * UG 
yield to his Stream, and row with Chriſt, and not againſt him, 5 
while Ilive, I ſee, that Chriſt's Kingdom in me will not be peaceai ere 
ſo manie Thoughts in me riſe up againſt his Honour and Rin for n. 
Fower, Surelie, I haye not expreſſed all his ſweet Kindneſe to ny 
I ſpare to do it, leſt I be deemed to ſeek my ſelf; but his Bier 
hath ſmelled of the Powder of the Merchants, and of the ku Bond 
Spikenard 3 Ithink, Ieonceive new Thoughts of Heaven, becyl8 Nort. 


Fair, and ſo Sweet, Tam ſure, we are Niggards and ſparing Bog 
in ſeeking. I verilie judge, we know not how much may be hat 
this Life, there is yet ſomething beyond all we ſee, that ſecli 
would light upon. O that my Love-fickreis would put me 
Buſigcſs, when all the World are ſound ileeping, to crie and knot 
But the truth is, ſince I came hither, I have been wondering, d 
after my Importunitie to have my Fill of Chriſt's Love, I have; 


back his Hand, and goeth away, to cauſe me follow: And ag 
when I am within an Arm-length to the Apple, he maketh a1 
Break te the gate and I have him te ſeek of new : He ſeen 
not to pitie my Dwining & my Swooning, for his Loy e. Idareſy 
times put my Hunger over to him to. be judged, it I would not 
him, with athouſand Years in the hotteſt Furnace in Hell, ſol 
I might enjoy him +: But my Hunger is fed with Want and Abſe 


I hunger and Thave not, but my Comfort is to lie and wait on, Mut? 
to put my poor Soul ard my Sufferings in, Chriſt's Ha 


Let him make anie thing out of me, ſo being he be Glorified uf 
Salvation; for I know, I am made for him.: O that my 
may win his own gracious End in me ! I will not be at eaſe, vl 
T but ſtand ſo far a back: O if Txere near him and with him, 


this poor Soul might be ſatisfied with himafelf ! Tout Som in now | 


V. G. is now, trulie Honoured for his Lord and Maſter's Ca b 
Whenthe Lonp is fanning Zion, it is a good Token, that he isi el 
Branch of the Vine, that the Loxp beginneth firſt tq dreſs him 
is ſtrong in his Loxy, as he hath written to me, and his Wife! 


and E 
he F 
Flam 
Furn: 
nel! 


is your Grief, your LokD waited on you and me, till we wetel 
and b:cught us in. It is your part to Pray, and wait upon! 
When he is Ripe, he will be ſpoken for: Who can communi 
Lon v's Wind to blow ? T know it ſhall be your good in the 
ud: That is one of your Waters to Heaven, ye could u 


Epiſt, 205. Letters! © 30 
bout it; there are the fewer behind. 7 remember you, and him, 
and yours, as 7 am able: But alas, Tam believed to be ſomething, 
ind 7am nothing but an empi ie Reed: Wants are my beſt Riches, 
becauſe 7 have theſe ſupplied by Chriſt. Remember my deareſt Love 
toyour Brother: J know, he pleads with his Harlot Mother for 
her Apoſtaſie. I know alfo, ye are kind to my worthie Ladie Ren- 
mare, a Woman beloved of the Lonn, who hath been verie mind- 
11 of my Bonds: The. Lonp give her and her Child, to find 
Meicie in the Day of Chriſt. Great Men are drie and cold in doing 
ſotme: The tinkling of Chains for Chtiſt affrighteth them; 


ing but let my Lon p break all my Idols, J will yet bleſs him. 7 am 
= obliged to my Lord Lern: I wiſh him Mercie. Remember my 
kin oY with Praiſes, and pray for me, that my Loxp may leaven the 


North, by my Bonds and Sufferings. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. July 9. . Tours in his ſweet Lera 
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1 ALEXANDER GORDON 
un | : Of | Knockgray. : | 


dran 3 

„5 | - 

h 4 Dear Brother, Eo „ ; 
len ace: Mercy and Peace be to you: There is no queſtion but 
neu our Mother Charih hath a Father, and that ſhe thall not die 
{ not] without an Heir, that her Enemies ſhall not make Mount Zion 


their Heritage, -Weſee, whitherſoever Zion's Enemies go, ſuppoſe 
Able hey dig manie Miles under the Ground, yet our Lonp findeth them 
ton, out, and he hath Vengeance laid up in Store for them, and the poor 
« Hund needie ſhall not always be forgotten. Our Hope was drooping 
ed und withering, and Man was ſaying, What can GOD wake out of the 
myli id ary Bones of this buried Kirk-* The Prelates and their Followers 
eee a Grave above us: It is like our Logo is to open our Graves, 
him,| and purpolerh to cauſe his two ſlain Witneſſes riſe the third Day. O 
»n-in ow long wait J, to hear our weeping Lord Jeſus ſing again, anỹd 
| riumph, and Rejoyce and divide the Spoil ! I find it hard work- {i 
ne is 0 believe, when the Couiſe of Providence goeth crofs-ways to our 
him 4c, and when miſted Souls in a dark Night cannot know Eaſt by 
eit, and our Sea Compaſs leemeth to fail us: Everie Man is 4 
Believerin Day-light, A fait Day ſeemeth to be made all of Faith 
verell nd Hope. What a Trial of Gold is it, to ſmoke it a little above 
pon he Fire ? But co keep Gold perfect Yellow-coloured amidſt the 
Flames, and to be turned from Veſlel to Veſlel, and yet to cauſe our 
n che binace ſound,” andſpeak; and crie the Praiſes of the Lond, is ano: 
ud alen matter. I Know, my Loxp _ me not for Fire, 1 5 = 
— : | | 11 | an. 


— — 


kath fitted me in ſome meaſure for the Fire. Tblefs his high Name 

t hat I wax not Paler, neither have I loſt the Colour of Gold, an- 
That this Fire hath made me ſomewhat thin, and that my Lonb ma 
| ow me inanie Veſſel he pleafeth : For a ſmall Wager, 1 may jul. 
lie quit my part of this World's Laughter, and give up with Time 
and caſt out with the pleaſures of this World. I know a Man, who 
wondred to ſee anie in this life Laugh and Sport: Surelie our Low 
feeketh this of us, as to anie Rejoycing in preſent periſhing thingy 
I ſee above all things, and that we may fit down and fold Legs and 
Arms, and ſtretch our ſelves upon Chrift, and laugh at the Feather, 
that Children are chafing here: For Ithink the Men of this World 
like Children in a dangerous Storm in the Sea, that play and male 
Sport with the white Foam of the Waves thereof, coming in to fin 
and drown them; fo are Men making fool's Sports, with the white 
pleaſures of a Stormie World, that will fink them. But alas! 
what have we todo with their Sports that they make! If Column 
ſaid of Laughter, that it was Madneſs, what may we ſay of this 
World's laughing, and ſporting themſelves with Gold, and Silver, 
and Honours, and Court, and broad large Conqueſts, but tha 
they are poor Souls, in the Height and Rage of a Fever gone Mad! 
Then a Straw, a Fig for all created Sports and Rejoycing out of 
Chiiſt: Nay, I think, that this World at its Prime and Perfedti. 
on, when it is come to the Top of its Excellencie, and to the Bloom, 

_ might be bought with an Half-pennie; and that it would ſcarce 
weigh the worth of a Drink of Water: There is nothing better 


_ 1 


than to eſteem it our crucified Idol, that is dead and ſſaàin, as Pau 
al. 6. 14. Then let pleaſures be crucified, and Riches be 


did, 
crucified, and Court and Honour be crucified; and ſince the Apoſtle 
Faith, the World is erucified to him, we may put this World to the 
hanged Man's Doom, and to the Galfows : And who will give 
much for a hanged Man? and as little ſhould we give fora hanged 


and crucified Werid: Yet what a ſweet Smell hath this dead Car- 


* rion, to manie Fools in the World! And how manie Wodgers and 
' Sniters findeth this hanged Carrion : Fools are pulling it off the 
Gallows, and contending for it. O when ſhall we leata to be mor- 
tified Men, and to have our Fill of. thoſe Things, that haye but 
their ſkort Summer-quaiter of this Life! If we ſaw our Father's 
Houſe, and that great and fair Citie, the new Feruſalem, which is 


up above Sun and Moon, we would crie to he over the Water, and to 
be carried in Chriſt's Arms out of this borrowed Friſon. Grace, - 


grace be with you. 


Alerd. 1637. 


Mir, Nabe = Epift, ſpit 


Yours. in his ſweet Lord 
Feſ HS, S. R. 5 
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Fo the Laird of C A R LE TO W N- 


Worthy Sir, by | | 1 1 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to yon; 1 received your Letter, and | 
am heartilie glad, that our Loxn hath begun to work, for the 

parent Deliverie ofthis pooroppreſſed Kirk: G that Salvation would 
ome tor Zien! J am forthe preſent hanging by Hope, waiting what 
V Lonb will do with me, and if it wil} pleaſe my ſweet Maſter to 
end me amongſt you again, and keep out a Hiteling from my poor 
cople and Flock. It were my Heaven, till I come Home, even to 
bend this Life in gathering-in ſome to Chriſt. I have ſtill great 
leavineſs for my Silence, and my forced ftanding Idle in the Market, 
het this Land hath ſuch a plentiful chick Harveſt'; but I know, 
is Judgments who: hath done it, paſs. finding out: I have no 
nowledge to take up the Lox, in all his ſtrange Ways and Paſſages 
f deep and unſearchable Providences ; for the Lokd is before me, 
d lam ſo be-miſted, that I cannot follow him: He is behind 
e, and ag: at the Heels, and Lem not aware of him, he is 
dove me ; but his Glorie fo dazleth my Twilight of ſtort Know- 
dge, that I-cannot lock up to him: He is upon'my right Hand 
ndl fee him not: He is upon my left Hand, and within me, and 
veth and cometh; and his going and coming are a Dream to me: 
e is round about me, and compaſſeth all my goiugs, and ſtill Z 
e him to ſeek : He is everie way Higher and Deeper and Broader, 
un the ſhallow and ebb Hand; breadth of my ſhort and dim Light 
an take up; and therefore I would my Heart could be ſilent, and 
t down in the learnedlie- ignorant wondering at that Lok D, whom 
len and Angels cannot comprehend, I know, the Noon day light 
the higheſt Angels, who ſee him Face to Face, ſeeth not the 
orders of his Infiniteneſs : They apprehend Gop near hand; 
Wt they cannot comprehend him. - And-thetefore it is my Happi- 
ls, to look afar off, and to come near to the Logy's back parts; 
ate light my dark Candle at his Brightnefs, and to have Leave to 
t and content my ſelf with a Traveller's Light, without the clear 
thon of an Enjoyer. I would ſeek no more, till I were in my 
ountrie, bat a little Watering and Sprinkling of a withered Soul, 
th ſome half-out-breakings and haif cut-lookings of the Beams, 
amal lraviſn ing smiles of the faireſt Face of a revealed and be- 
dec ou God-head : Alittle of Gop would make my Soul Bank- 
. O that I had but Chrift's Odd tf fallings, that he would let but 
e meaneſt of his Love - rays, aud Love-beams, fall from him, fo, 
Imight gather and carrie them with me! 1 would not be ill t 
eale with Chriſt, and vailed Viſions of Chriſt; neither would. 
de gainty in ſeeing and enjoying of him. A kiſs of Chriſt blown). + 
4s daulder; the Parings and Crumbs vf Glove. that fall uu 
EF 4* "008" 
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an eternal Glorie break up. Othar I had anie thing of Chriſt! 


that my Lord ſefus would rue upon me, 2nd give me but the meanef 


Soul nnding half 2. Smell of the God-head of Chriſt, bath Def 


_ - Joxcdup with his Fulneſs. Grace, grace be w.th you. 
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Mr. Ruther jourd's Epiſt. 287 
der his Table in Heaven, a Shower like a thin May - miſt of his lor 
wonid make me green and ſappie and joyful, till the Suinmer.ſun e 


that 1 had a Sip, or half a Drop, out of the hollow of Chg! 
and, of the Sweetneſs.aud Excellencie of that lovelie One 1.0 


Airas of telt and bel: eved Salvation! O how little were it forth 
zntznite Sea, that infinite Fountain of Love and Joy, to fill as man 
thouſand thouſand little Veſſels the like of me, as there are Minus 
of Hours fince the Creation of God ! I find it tue, chat a po 


Bun 15 and wounding the poor Heart ſo with Longings to be up 
im, that mike it ſometimes think, were it not better neyers 


have felt anie thing of Chriſt, than thus to lie dying twentie Dea oug; 
under theſe felt Wounds, for the want of him! O where it he ain 
Faire where dwelleji thaw 2 O never enough admired God. heal x 
How can Clay win np tochee * How can Creatures of yeſterday be dM” | 
80 oy thes ? O what Pain is it, that Time and Sm ſhould bes = 


manie thouſand Miles betwixt a loved and longed-for Loxp, and 
dwining and Love ſick Soul, who would. rather than all the Wat 
Have Lodging with Chriſt !; O let this Bit Love of ours, this ln 
aud half Span- length of Heavenlie Longing, meet with thy infin 


eaye 
e aR 
F tha 


- Love ! O ifthelutle.Lhave were ſwallowed up, with the Infini — 
nets of that Excellencie, which is in Chriſt! O that we little oi * 
dete in at the greateſt Lord Jeſus Our Wants ſhould ſoon be y = 
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Wart in his ſweet l 
f Y Jeſus, S. 7 


Aterd. May 10. . 
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Ja RO B E RT GOR DO 
Of Knockbrex. 12 


Dear Brother, 3 ara 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you I received your Petterfi eite 
Ediubargb. 1 would not wiſh to ſee another Heaven, will his. 

get mine own Heaven, but a new Moon like the light of the ure, 
and anew Sun like the light of ſeven Days, ſhining upon my MMO how 
felf, and the Church of Jews aud Gentiles, and upom my witldhic o. 
and Sun purat Met her, the Church of. Scotland, and upon her Pariou 
Churches England and Treland ; and to have this done, to Whowm 
ſetting on High our great Xing : It maketh net, howbeit Iuenhing 
parate irom Chtiſt, and had a ſenſe 04- ten thouſand Years PaWygre a 


Hef, if this were. O bleſſed Nobilitie, O glorious: 1eno 


pi. 20 Tee. 357 


g's weeping Face, and to take the Sackcloth off Chriſt's Loins, 
dto put Fs KinglieRobes upon him ! O if the Almightie would 
Leno leſs Neger of ne, than my Heaven, to have it done ! But my 
ats ate till ſor Wrath once upon Scotland: But 1 know her Day 
all clear up, and Glory ſhall be upon the Top of the Mountains, 
ad Joy at the Noiſe of the married Wife, once again: O that ous 
xp would make us to contend and plead, and wreſtle by Prayers 
Tears, ſor our Husband's reſtoring of his forfeited Heritage in 
.otland, Dear Brother, 1 am for the preſent in no ſmall Battel, 
ervixt felt Guiltineſs, and pineing Longin 8, and high Fevers for 
y welbeloved's Love. Alas ! 1 think Chriſt's Love playezh the 
irgard to me, and I Know, it is not for Scarcitie of Love, there is 
nough in him; but my Hunger propheſieth of In- holding and 
paringnels in Chriſt ; for I have but littie of him, and little of 


br Chriſt, fach” a Heaven of eyer-working Hunger, were ſtill a 
eayen to me. Iamfure, Chriſt's Love cannot be Cruel, it muſt. 
e aRueing, a Pitiful, a Melring-heatted Love: But Suſpenſion 


hole Hell. When I look te my Guiltineſs, 1 ſee my Salvation one 
four Saviour's greateſt Miracles, either in Heaven or Earth: Ian 


have no Wares, no Hire, no Money for Chriff, he muſt either take 
hewith Want, Miſery, Corruption; or then want me. O if he 
ould be pleaſed, to be compaſſionate and pitiful-hearted, to my 
ning Fevers of longing for him; or then give me areal Pawn 
o keep, out of his own Hand, till Gop ſend a Meeting betwixt him 
nd me! But 1 find neither as yet: Howbeit he who is abſent be 


gainſt the Suſpenſions and Delay of Gop's Love: I weuld with all 
y Heart friſt till a Day ten Heavens, and the ſweet Manifeſtations 


'ord : But my whole Pleading is about intimated and born in 
A {Willurance of his Love. O! if he would perſwade me of my Heart's 
er WDefite of his J. ove at all, he ſhould have the Term*day of Payment 
wail pt his own carving : But I know, raving Vnbelief ſpeaketh its pled- 
the ſure, while it looketh upon Guiltineſs and this Body of Corruption. 


— 


vi nis old Carrion of Corruption > Othew ſteadable a thing is a 


ner S Periour, to make a Sinner rid of his Cha'ns · and Fetters--! I have 


c, 10 on made a new Queſtion, Whether Chriſt be more to be loved for 


1vcWWiving SanQtification, Gr for free Juſtification 2* And L-hold he is 


(90001 


s 121 and moſt to be loved for Sanctification : It is in ſome reſpect 
Cell | | | 


entrie, O bleſſed were the Tribes in this Land, to wipe my Lord 


is Sweetneſs: It is a dear Summer with me; yet there is ſuch 
oy, in the Eagerneſs and working of Hunger for Chriſt, that Tam 
fren at this, that if I had no other Heaven, but a continual Hunger 


that Love I think it half a Hell, and the Want of it more than a 


ure; I may defie anie Man to ſhew me a greater Wonder : But ſeing 


ot cruel nor unkind 4 yer his Abſenee is cruel and vnkind® His 
oye is like itſelf*: His Love is his Love; but the Covering and 
he Cloud , the Vail and the Mask of his Love, is more wiſe than 
ind, if I durſt ſpeak my Apprehenſions. 1 lead no Proceſs now - 


ff his Love. Certainly I think, I could give Chriſt much on his 


my how loathſom and burdenſom is it 10 ny about a dead Corps, 


greater 


Ses Mr. Anbirfords + 


to be like the Angels only: Neither is it ſuch a Miſery, to 


Heaven in the Heart and Bottom of Hell, Alas! 1 find a very th 
? Harveſt here, and few to be ſaved. Grace, grace be with you. 


WPorlwade my ſelf, notwithſtanding of- the greatneſs of this Temp 


(the perfect Teſtament of Chriſt, that forbiddeth all Men's Add 
_ the Sanctified in this Land, and with that Warner within you, (th 


_ yourſelf, as 2 Man of Courage for Chriſt, and refuſe to bowyo 


- Creature whatſoever. . I perſwade my (elf, when ye ſhalb take G00 
night at this World, ye ſhall think it God's Truth 1 now wic 


me for your Soul's good. Think upon ſwiming aſhore after til 


-Majeſtie ; it may be Gob will give you Favour in his Eyes: Howe 
it be; far be it from you to think, a Promiſe made out of weakuel 
and; extorted by the Terrour.of a King, ſhould bind you tow 


gieater Love in him, to Sanctihe than o Juſtifie 3 for ne male 
us moſt like himſelf, in his own eſſential Pourtraiture and Image, i 
SanQifying us: Juſtification doth but make us Happy, which 


condemned Man, and under forgiven Guiltineſs, as to ferre 90 
and work the works of the Devil; And therefore, Ithink Sandi 


eation cannot be bought, its above price; Gop be thanked ſu n a 
ever, that Chriſt was a told-down Price for Sanctification: 14 85 
Sinner ( if poſſible) lie in Hell for ever, it he make him tm T 
Holy, and let him ly there burning in Love to Gon, rejoycing ſi... 

the Holy hoſt. hanging upon Chrift by Faith and Hope; tha MM... 2 


Aberd. 1637. : Wers in his lovely and langt 
| Jer Lord Feſus, 8. R. 


Tomy Lord CRAIGH ALI. 


My Lord, | 


"tation, ye will not Jet Chriſt want a Witneſs.of you, to avoy hi 
betore-this evil Generation. And if ye advife with Gop's Tauth 


tions to his Worſhip, ) and with the truly Learned, gnd-withd 


will. not fail to ſpeak againſt you, in Gop's Time, if ye be i 
ow ft and fixed for Chriſt ) 1 hope then, your Ze: will acqu 


Knee ſuperſtitiouſlie and idclatrouſlie to Wood or Stone, or aul 


Some feat your Ls: have obliged your ſelf to his Maj by Prom 
20 ſatisfic his Defire : if it be ſo, my dear and werthy Lord, he 


Shipwrack, and be pleaſed to write your humble Apologie to hi 


our Lord Jeſus. But for my ſel}, I give no Faith to that Repo 
ut I believe ye &all prove. faſt to Chriſt: To his Grace Liecon 


mend you. 
I Aberd July Ws. 8 | Your Lo: at all ends 
„ 1637. | GR. in Chriſt, S. * fy 


a, 


Land 


their Face. 
ore. it ye ſhew your felf Couragious, 
Man in the Streets for the Lokd : But I pray your Lo! give me 
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Te my Lord CRAIGHA LI. 
My Lerd, 5 
Race, Meicy à 


N 
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* 


nd peace be to you; I am not only content, but I 
exceedinglie Rejoyce, that I find anie of the Rulers of this 
and eſpeciallie your Ze: ſo to affect Chriſt and his 
rath, as ye dare for his Name, come to Nea and Nay with Monarchs 
1 hope, he who hath Enabled you tor that, will give 
and as his Word ſpeaketh, 


veto be Plain with you, as one who loveth both your Honour and 


nr Soul. Lverilie believe, there was never 1dolatrie at Rome, ne- 


r1dolatrie Condemned in Gop's Word by the Prophets, it Religi- 


81itetn ſhall Anſwer, 


1 would not 
n Sand, and Ha 


Kneeling before a, conſecrate Creature, ſtanding in Room of 
tit Crucified, in that verie Act, and that for Reverence of the 
ements (as our Act cleareth ) be not. Idolatrie. Neither will 
ut Intention help, which is not of the Eſſence of Worſhip: for 
Aaron ſaying, To Morrow ſhall be a Feaft for FEHOV AH, that 
forthe Golden Calf, ſhould not have been guiltie of Idelatrie ; 
he intended onlte to decline the Laſh of the Peoples Furie, not 
honour the Calf: Your Intention to Honour Chriſt is nothing, 
g Religious Kneeling by Goy's Inſtitut ion doth neceſſarilie im- 
t Religious and Divine Adoration, fuppoſe our Intention were -. -- 
h dead and ſleeping : Otherways kneeling betore the Image of 
d, dire&ing Prayer to Gop, were lawful, if our Intention go right. 
y-Lcra, I cannot in this Bounds diſpute, but if Cambridge and 
"74, and the Learning of Britain, will anſwer this Arg 
the Argument from A@ive Scandal, which your Le: ſeemeth 
and upon, I will turn a Formaliſt, and call my (elf an Arrant 
h by doing what 1 have done, in my ſuffering for this Truth. 1 
much teverence Mr. L's Learning, but my Lord, Iwill Anſwer _ 
Wi he wriics in that, to pervert you from the Truth, elſe repute 
belide an Hypocrite, an Ajs-alſo ; and I hope ye ſhall ſee - 
ething upon that Subject, if the Loxd permit, that no ſophiſtrie 
Surtiers Arguments, for the moſt part, 
drawn from their own Skin, and are not worth a Straw, for your - 
bcience, A Marqueſs or a King's Word, when ye ſtand before 
it's Tribunal, ſhall be lighter than Wind. The Loxd knoweth, 
e your true Honour, and the ſtanding of your Houſe, . 
Honour or. Houſe were eſtabliſhed .. 
y and Stubble. But let me, my very dear 
wirthy Lord, moſt humblie beſeech you, by 
„ by the Conſolations of his Spirit, by the dear Blood and 
d; of your lovelie Redeemer, by the Salvation of your Soul, 
dur Compearance before the awful Face of a Sin-revenging and 
ty] Judge, not 10 ſet in compariſon together yerr 


ent, 


the Mercies of 


Soul's 
Peace, 


210 Mr. Rather foord's Epiſt. 20 

ö peace, Chriſt's Love and his Kinglie Honour, now called in Al 
| 1 with your Place, Honour, Hovſe, or Eaſe, that an Inch o 
| 9 Time will make out of the Way. 1 verilie believe, Chriſt is ng 
l I begging a Teſtimonie of you; and is ſaying, And will ye alſi l 
me 2 It is poſſible, the Wind ſhall-nat blow ſo fair for you all You 
Life, for coming out and appearing before others, to Back ay 
Countenance Chriſt, the Faireſt among the Sons of Men, the Pine 
of the Kings of the Earth, Iſa. '5r. 7. Fear ye not the Reproach 
Men, neither be aſraid of their Revilings, v. 8. For the Moth ſh 
eat.them up like a Garment, and the Worm ſhall eat them like In 
When the Loko ſhall begin, he ſhall make an Eng, and mow doit 
his Adverſaries, and they ſhall lie before him lile withered Hy 
and their Bloom ſhaken oft them. Conſider how manie Thoufurl 
in this Kingdom ye ſhall cauſe to Fall and Stumble, if ye goyil 
them; and that. ye ſhall be out of the Prayers of manie, whod 
ſtand before the Loxo for you and your Houſe : and further, vhy 
the Time of your. Accounts cometh, and your one Foot ſhall ! 
within the Border of Eternitie, and the Eye-ftrings ſhall break, aj 
the Face wax pale, and the poor Soul ſhall look out at the Winday 
of the Houſe of Clay, longing to be out, and ye ſhall find jo 
ſelf arraigned before the Judge of Quick and Dead, to Anfwer fi 
the putting to your Hand with the reſt; confederate againſt Chi 
to the overturning of his Ark, and the looſing ofthe Pins of Chi 
Tabernacle in this Land, and tall certainlie tee your ſelf mired u etton 
courſe of Apoſtacie, then, then a King's Favour, and your Wort 
eaten Honour ſhall be miſerable Comforters to you. The Loxv ha 
Enlightened you. with the: Knowledge of his- Will: and ast 

_ Loxvliveth, they lead you and others to a Communion with gie 
Babel, the Mother of Fornications : and Gob ſaid of old, a 

© continues to ſay the ſame to you, Come ont of her my Teople, hefty: 
| Partakers of her Plagnes : will ye then go with them, and ſet ya 
Lip to the Whore's Golden Cup, and drink of the Wine of! 
Wrath of Gop Almightie with them? O poor hungrie Honou 
O curſed Pleaſures! and O damnable Eaſe, bought with the Lols 
Gop ! How. manie ſhall pray for you! What a ſweet Preſence n 
ye find of Chtiſt under your Sufferings,. if ye ſhall lay doun 
Honour ard Place at the Feet of Chriſt ! What a fair Recompe 
of Reward! I avouch before the Lon, that I am now ſhew ing 
a Way, how the Houſe of Craighal! May ſt and on ſure PiHars 

e will ſet it on rotten Pillars, ye cruellie wrong. your Poſteritic; | 
have the Word of a King, for an Hundred Fold more in this L. 
(if it de good for you) and for Lite everlaſting alſo: Maler 
Chriſt a liar, in diſtiuſting his Promiſe.” Kings of Clay can 
back you when ye ftand before him: a Straw for them and ti. 
hungrie Heaven, that ſtandeth ; on this ſide of Time: à Fig 
the Days Smile of a Worm. Conſider who have gone before oi 
Eternitie, and would have given a World for a new Occaſion of 
youching that Truth: its true, they call it net Sub/ſ{aatia), and 
are made a Scorn to thoſe that ate at Eaſe, for ſuffering thelethi 
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| y Witneſs is above) Chriſt ſealing 


iſt, 210 © DTettersc- | 
+ but it is not Time to judge of our Loſſes by the Morning; 


count with the beſt of them. 1 
le found by Experience, ſince the Time of my Impriſonment, 
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this Honourable Cauſe, with” 


oo ther and a neater Fellowſhip, than ever I knew before; and let 1 


on. My Lord, be ye upon C 


4 ; ofliblie a Reader would not deem it Hypocriſie) My Obligation 
\ or chriſt for the Smell of his Garments, for his Laye-kiſles, theſe 
6% nie Weeks, ſtandeth ſe great, that I mould, andI1d-ſirealſo to 


a weigh me in an even Balance in this, if Iwould exchange the 
ls of Chriſt or his Truth, with the Fourteen Prelacies, or what 
ea King can give. My dear Lord, venture to take the Wind on 
ur Face for Chriſt : I believe, if he ffiovld come from Heaven in 
own Perſon, and ſeek the Charters of Craigball from you, and a 
*miſſion of your Place, and ye ſaw his Face, ye would fall down 
his Feet, and ſay, LORD FESVS, it is too little for thee, If 
ie Man think it not a Truth to die for, I am againſt him: I dare 
to Eternitie with it,. that this Day the Honour of our Royal Laws 
ver and King, in the Government of his own free Kingdom (O 
ould pay Tribute to no dying King) is the true State of the Que- 
rift*s Side of it, and take the Word of 
boot Priſoner, nay the Loxp jꝑsus be Suretie for it, ye have incom- 
nablie made the. wiſeſt Choice: for my own part, I have been in 
is Priſon, that I would be half aſhimed to ſeek more, till I be up 
the Well- head. Few know in this World the Sweetneſs of Chriſt's ' 
reath, the Excellencie of his Love, which hath neither Rrim nar 
ottom: the World hath raiſed a Slander upon the Croſs of Chriſt, 
uſe they love to go toHeaven by dry Land, and love not Sea- 
orms : But I write it under my Hand (and would ſay more, is 


luſe to ſuſpend my Salvation, to have manie- Tongues looſed 
my Behalf to Praiſe him: and ſuppoſe in TerſonT never entered 
thin the Gates. of the New Jerxſalem; yet ſo being Chriſt may 
e ſet on High, and I had the Libertie, to taſt my Love and Praiſes 


Lois rever over the Wall ro Chrift, Iwould be ſilent and content. But O 


e is moe than my narrow Praiſes 
What eur (ommunien with Feſus may 


O Time, Time, flee ſwiſtly, 


be per fected. I with your Lo: 


duld urge Mr. L. to give his Mind in the Ceremonies, and be 


ing leaſed to let me fee it, as quicklie as can be, and it ſhall be Anſwered, 
— ohis Rich Grace recommend your Le: and ſhall remain, 


itie; Aberd. July 2. Tours at all reſpective obedience . 
his LI 1637. in Chriſt, S. R. 
lake 3 RRV 
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Calling, and eſpecially in not ſpeaking mote for the Kingdon 
Crown and Scepter of my Royal and Princelie King Jeſus, do 


conciled, met me with open Arms, and tryſted me, preciſelie ati 


— D, ]— . 7e eg 2 TN 4 TAS As 
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_ ſwerſo, as the Advantage that is, is not their's but Chriſt's. Aly 


% 


vation, and Confinemen: wituen the Town of Aberdeen: | 
Oh my Guiltineſs, the Follies of my Youth, the Neglects of u 


fare me in the Face, that 1 apprehend Anger in that, which i 
Crown of Rejoycing to the dear Saints of Gov * This, befolen 
Compearance (which was three ſeveral Days) did Trouble me, ax 
Burdeneth me more now; howbeit Chriſt, and in him, Gon if 


Entrie of the Door of the Chance/lonr's Hall, and aſſiſted me to 3 


That is no cauſe of wondering, that I am thus born down yi 
Challenges ; for the World hath miſtaken me, and no My 


| knoweth, what Guiltineſs is in me, fo well as theſe two, (W 4 
keep my Eyes now waking and my Heart heavie }.I mean, my Hey 
and Conſcience, and my Lonp, who is greater than my He 
_ Shew your Brother, that I defire him, while he is on the Wa 
tower, toplead with his Mother; and to plead with this Eand, an 
ſpare not tocrie, for my fweet Lord Jeſus his fair Crown, that. A 
interdited and forbidden Lords are plucking off his Royal Head. ind 
I were fiee of Challenges and a High Commiſſion, within my doch 
would not give a_Straw to go to my Fathei's Houſe, through tx Wat 
Deaths, forthe Truth and Cauſe of my lovelie, lovelie One, e | 
But Iwalk in Neavineis now. If ye love me, and Chriſt in me, of 
dear Lady; pray, pray for this onlie, that Bygones betwixty * 
LoxD and me may be Bygones; and that he would paſs from 
S+mmends of his High Commiſſion, and ſeek nothing from me, hy 15 
what he will do for me and work in me. If your Ze: knew meg Kin 
do my ſelf, ye would ſay; Poor Soul, no marvel. It is not my 4j . 
rehenſion, that createth this Croſs to me, it is too real, and hal pu | 
{ad and certain Grounds, But I will not believe, that Gon willi 9 
this Advantage of me, when my Back is at the Wall: He who fag 1 s 
biddeth to add Affliction to Aﬀition, will he do it himſelf ? N * 
ſuould he purſue a drie Leaf and Stubble ? Deſire him to ſparem " 
now. Alſo the Memorie of the fair Feafi=Jays, that Chriſt ad z 
had, in his Banqueting-houie of Wine, and the ſcattered Flod : 


once committed to me, and now taken oft my Band by himſelf, 
cauſe I was not ſo Faithful in the End, as 1 was in the firff two Yea 
of my Enttie, when Sleep departedfrom my Eyes, becauſe my St 
was taken up with a Care for Chriſt's Lambs, even theſe add Sd 
to my Sorrow, Now my Loxp has onlie given me this to lay, and 
write it under mine own Hand, (be ye the Lonb's Servant's Witnd 
Nelcome, welcome, ſweet, ſweet Creſs of Chrift : welcome fair, fa 
lovely, Royal King with thine-onw Croſs: Let us all three gol 
Heaven together. Neither care 1 much to go from the Sent 
Scotland to the Nevth ; and to be Chriſt's Priſoner amongſt uncou 
Faces, a place of this Kingdom, which I have little Reaſon to bel 
love with. 1 know, Chuſt ſhall make Aberdeen my Garden of Dt 
lights, 1 am full:e perfwaded, that Scotland mall cat 9 


| | * in 4 
g_—— 4 0 wh 17 2. P ——— 
Os, that is written within and without, Lamentation and Mour- 
"os Woe, Exck. 2. to. But the Saints ſhall get a Drink of 
ell that goeth through the Streets of the New Jeyaſalem, to 
dit down. Thus hoping ye will think upon the poor Priſoner of 


cif}, 1 pray, Grace, grace be with you. 


Edinb. July 30. | Ter. La: in tis ſweet Lord 
1636. 8 Jieſut, 8. R. 
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ALEXANDER GORDON. 
Of Earleftoun. 


Much Henoured Sir, | . 
ind {mall hopes of Cs buſineſs. I intend after the Cauntil. day 
to go on to Alerdeen: The Loxp is with me, I care not 
what Man can do. I burden no Man, and I want nothing: No 
gis better Provided than I am: Sweet, ſweet and eaſie is the 
sof my Lond : All Men I look in the Face [of what ſoever 
tk; Nobles and Poor, Acquaintance and Strangers] are friendlie 

P My Welbeloved is tome kinder and more warmlie than 
Hie, and cometh and viſiteth my Soul: My Chains are ver- 
Jed with Gold. Onlie the remembrance of my fair Days wii 
iſt in Anwort h, and of my dear Flock [ whoſe Caſe is my Heart's 
dw ] is Vinegar to my ſuggared Wine; yet both Sweet and 
re feed my Soul: No Pen, no Words, no Ingine can expreſs 
u, the Lovelineſs of my onlie, onlie Eord Jeſus. Thus in haſte, - 
ing for my Palace at Aberdeen, I'blets you, your Wife, your 

Son and other Childrer. Grace, grace be with you, | 


Edinb. Sept. 5. Wurs in his only, only Lord 
1636, Jet, 8. R. 8 
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ROBERT GORDON. 
Of Knockbrex. . 

My deaveſs Brother, WE 

> Cir ſttutnke:n ſhame [ if I may ſpealæ ſa] to be in ſuch a 


oor Man's Common. as mine. I burden no Man; I want no- 
10 Face hath gloomed upon me, fince 1 leſt you: Gos 


Sun and fair Weather conveyeth me to my Time- Paradiſe in 4 
deen. Chriſt hath ſo handſomlie fitted for my Shoulders this toy 
Tree of the Croſs, as that it hurteth me no ways. My rreaſue 
up in Chriſt's Coffers my Comforts are greater than ye cin 
lieve : my Pen ſhall lie for penurie of Words to write of they 
Soy khoweth, I am filled with the Joy of the Holie Ghoſt, 0 

the Memorie of you, my Deareſt in the Lord, my Flock aud otſe 
keepeth me under, and from being exalted above Meaſure ; Chi 
ſweet Sauce hath this Sou re mixed with it; but O ſuch a ſucetz 
pleaſant Taſte! 1 find ſmall Hopes of Q's matter. Thus in hy 
Remember me to your Wife, and to Wiiian Garden. Gracebei ; 
you. © | 


Edin. Sept. 5. Tours in his only, only Ly 
1636, h Jeſus, L. R. | 
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To ny Lord LOWDO UN 


Right Honourable and my very worthy Lord, | 
Race, Mercy and peace be to you: Hearing of your Le- 
and Courage for Chriſt our Loxy, in owning his Hom 
able Cauſe, I am bold (and Iplead Pardon for it) Wl 
in Paper by a Line or two to your Lo: ( ſince I have not Acc 
other way) beſeeching your Lo. by the Mercies of Gop, andi 
everlaſting Peace of your Soul: and by the Tears and Prayers oft 
 Mother-Church, to ge on, as ye hayeworthilie begun, in purgin 
the Loxy's Houſe in this Land, and plucking down the Stich 
Antichriſt's filthie Neſt, this wretched Prelacy, and that black 
dom, whoſe wicked Aims have ever been, and till are, to make 
fat World the onlie Compaſs, they would have Chriſt andRely 
to ſail by, and to mount up the Man of Fin, their God. fait 
Pepe of Rome, upon the higheſt Stair of Chriſt's Throne, e tur 
make a Velvet chærch, ( in regard of Parliament Grandout 
worldlie Pomp, whereof always their ſtinking Breath ſmelleth} 
to put Chriſt and Truth in Sackcloth and Priſon, and to eattiel 
of Adverſitie, and drink the Water of- Aflition : Half ah 
anie, not miſted with the Darkneſs of Aztichriſtian ſmobe, 
ſee it thus in this Land: and now our Lok hath begun, to a 
the Nobles and others, to plead for bora- down Chriſt, a 
weeping Goſpel : My dear and Noble Lord, the Eye of Cu 
upon you: the Eyes of manie Noble, manie Holie, manic 


m Ni 
ed and Worthie Ones, in our Neighbour Churches about ae WR 
you : This poor Church, your Mother, and. Chriſt's young... 
nelding up het Hands and Heart to.Gob for you, and doth "MF ings 
you with Tears, to plead for her Husband, his Kinglie Scepteghrilt 

lot the Liberties that her Lon b and King hath given to he, e cc 


— 
s 
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ee Kiagdom, that oweth Spiritual Tribute to none on Farth, 48 
ing the free- born Princeſs and Daughter to the KING of Kings, 
his is- a Cauſe that before Gop, his Angels, the World, before 

n and Moon, needeth not to Bluſn. O what Glorie and true Ho- 

our is it, to lend Chriſt your Hand and Service, and to be amongſt 
e Repaiteis of the Breaches of Zien's Walls, and to help to build 

old Waſte Places, and ſtretch forth the Curtains, and ſtrengthen 
e Stakes of Chriſt's Tent, in this Land! O bleſſed are they, 
ho, when Chriſt is driven away, will bring him back again, and 
nd him Lodging! And bleſſed are ye of the Loxy, your Name and 
onour ſhall never Rot or Wither, in Heaven ( atleaſt) if ye deliver 
eLoxp's Sheep, that have been ſcattered in the dark and cloudy 
xy, out of the Hands of ſtrange Lords and Hitelings, who with 
jgour and Cruelite, have cauſed chem to eat the Paſtures troden up- 
n with their foul Feet, and to drink muddie Water, and who have 
pun out ſuch a World of Yards of Tadifferencies in Gop's Worſhip, 
d make and weave a Web for the Antichrif (that ſhall not keep a- 
ie from the Cold) as they mind nothing elſe, but that by the 
ringing in of the Pope's foul Tail firſt upon us, (their wretched and 
roorly ceremenies) they may thruſt in after them, the Antichriſ®s 
Legs and Thighs, and his Belly, Lad and Shewuiders ; and then 
ie down Chriſt and the-GolpeJ, and up the Merchandiſe and Wares 
f the great F'kore. Fear not, my werthy Lord, to give your 
lf and all ye have, out for Chriſt and his Goſpel : No Man dare 
y wo ever did thus hazard for Chriſt, that Chrift payed: him not 
is Hundred-fold in this Life, duelie, and in the Life to come, Lite 
erlaſting, This is his own Truth ye now plead for; for God and 
lan cannot but commend you, to beg Juſtice from a juſt Prince for 
preſled Chrift ; and to plead that Chriſt, who is the King's Lor, 
a be heard ina Free court to ſpeak for himſelf, when the ſtanding 
eſtabliſhed Laus of oui Nation can ſtronglie ptead for Chriſt's 
rown in the Pulpits, and his Chair as Law-giver in the free G 
ernment of his own Houſe » But Chriſt ſhall never be content 
d pleaſed with this Land, neither ſhall his hot fierie Indignation 

e turned away, fo long as the Prelate, (the Man that lay in Anti- 
's foul Womb, and the Antichriſ?s Lord Bailff ) ſhall ſit Lexa 
arver, in the LoRD jESUs his Courts: The Prelatois both the Egg 
dthe Neſt, to cleckand bring forth Pepexy + Plead therefore in 
urifts behalf, for the plucking down ot the Neſt, and cruſhing of 
cEgg ; and let Chriſt's Kinglie Office ſuffer no more unworthie 
dgnities, Be valiant for. your Royal King Jeſus; contend for 
im: Your Adverſaries ſtall be Moth- eaten Worms, and ſhall die 
Men: Chriſt and his Honout now lieth.upon your Shoulders, let 
not fall to the Ground: Caſt your Eye upon him, who is 

uicklie coming te decide all the Sontroverſies in Zion; and re- 
zember, the Sand in your Nigbt-glaſe will xun out; Time with 
Me will flee away; Eternity is hard upon you, and what will 
os Lovc-{miles, and the Light of his Loyelie and Soul-delight- | 
'® Couutenance be to you in that Day, when God mall take up in 


115 


—— — 


316 Mr. Rutherfoord's © Epiſt. 214 

his Right Hand this little Lodge of Heaven [like as a Sheyieeiﬀ 
lifteth up his little Tent 3} and fold together the two Leaves ofth; 
Tent, and pur the Earth, and all the Pleniſhing of it into a Fin 
and turn this Clay-idol the god of Adam's Sons, into Smoke an 
white Aſhes? O! what Hire, and how manie Worlds would mani 
then give, to have a favourable Decreet of the Judge? Or u 
Moneys would they not give, to buy a Mountain, to be aGryy 
above both Soul and Bodie, to hide them from the Awiom Look 
of an angrie Loxp and judge? I hope, your Le: thinks upon thi 
and that ye mind Loyaltie to Chriſt, and to the King both, -Ng 
the verie Cop of Peace, the onlie Wiſe Gop,Eſtabliſh ind'Strengthy 
you upon the Rock laid in Zion. 7 DE. 
Aberd. Jan. 4. | Tour Lo: at all obediente in 

1638. h Chriſt, 1 


Jo à Chriftian GENTLEWOMAN. 
M 153 TA 8 8, Sy - „ 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you. Though not acquainted, 
at the Deſire of a Chriſtian Brother, I thought good to unt 
Line unto you, intreating you in the LoxD Ixsus, under you 
Trials, to keep an Ear open to Thrift, who can ſpeak for himſelf 
houbeit your Viſitations, and your own Senſe, ſhould dream ha 
things of his Love and Favour. Our Lonxp never getteth ſo kind 
Look of us, nor our Love in ſuch a Degree, nor our Faith in ſuch 
Meature of Stedtaſtnefs, as he getteth out of the Furnace of ol 
tempting Fears and ſharp Trials. I verilie believe, [ and too ſad Prof 
in mefay no leſs] that if our Loxp would grind our whoriſh Luft 
Powder, the verie old Aſhes of our Corruption ſhould take Life 
gain, and lire, and hold us under fo much Bondage, that m 
Humble us, and make us Sad, till we be in that Countrey, where 
ſhall need no Phyſick at all. O what violent Means doth ourLol 
uſe to gain us to him, as if indeed we were a Prize worthie ! 
Fighting for! And be ſure, if leading would do the Turn, he wol 
not uſe pulling of Hair and drawing: But the beſt of us will big 
a firong Pull of our Lox 's Right Arm, ere we follow him: Tt 
ſay not this, as if our Loxp always meaſured Afflictions by ſo w 
Ounce Weights, anſwerable to the Grain weights of our Guiltines 
I know, he doth in manie ( and poffiblie in you) ſeek nothing} 
much as Faith, that can endure Summer and Winter, in tit 
Extremitie. O how precious tothe Lonxp is Faith and Love, i 
when threſhed, beaten, and chaſed away, and boaſted ( as it 
by Gon himſelf, doth yet look warm. Jike, lòve- like, kind- like fl 
Iife- like home over to Chtiſt, aud would be in at him, #! 2 
41 1 may be | l hink not much, that your Husband, or the de 
eli to you in the World, proveth to have the Bowels of Mercle 10 


j 
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ich, hard and rigorous, and cruel : For#Pſal. 27, 10. The 
up taketh up ſuch Fallen Ones, as theſe. I could not wiſh a more 
et Life, rot more ſatisfying Expreſſions of Kindneſs, till I be up 
chat Prince of Kindneis, than the Loxv's Saints find, when the 


om no Man feeketh after. His Breath is never ſo hot, his Love 
eh never ſuch a Flame, as when this World, and thoſe who 


0a: thing to lee them caſt out, and Gop take in; and to ſee 
0 m throw us away, as the Refuſe of Men, and Gop take us up as 
Na Jewels and his Treaſure. | Often he maketh Gold of Drols, as 
Aae he made the caſta way Stene, the Stone rejected by the Builders, 


Lord Jeſus a Pinning in the Wall, or to have anie place in the 


ce. Gov be thanked, that this World hath nor Power to cry us 
vn ſo manie Pounds, as Rulers cry down light Gold, or light Sil- 
: We ſhall ſtand for as much, as our Maſter coiner, Chriſt, 


miſcarrying Ballance, Thank your Loxp, who chaſeth your 
ye through two Kingdoms, and followeth you and it over Sea, to 
e you for himſelf, as he ſpeaketh Hof. 3. For Gop layeth up 
dalnts, as the Waile and Choice of all the World, for himſelf ; 
vital this is like Chriſt and his Love. O what, in Heaven or out of 
jag ven, is comparable to the Smell of Chriſt's Garments 5; Nay, 


he deep of infinite Wiſdom; he could not make the like of 
lucl Witt; tor Chriſt is Gov, and Gop cannot be made: and 


of etore let us hold us with Chriſt, howbeit we might have our waile 
Pro will of an Hoſt of Lovers, as manie as three Heavens could 


Lali ein: O that he and we were together! O! when Ehriſt and 


Life Wal! meet about the outmoſt March and Borders of Time, and 


at Mkntrie into Eternitie, ye ſhall fee Heaven in his Face, at the firſt 
gerek, and Salvation and Glorie fitting in his Countenance, and 
ixt his Eyes. Faint not, the Miles to Heaven are but few and 
he is making a green Bed (as the Word ſpeaketh, Cant. 1.) 
oe, for himſelf and you: There are manie Heads lying in 
bi es Boſom; bur there is room for yours among the reſt: And 
efore go on, and let Hope go before you. Sin not in your Trials, 


Irines come and prevail with Gop, as Faceb did: No Windleſiraws, 
| ts of clay, no Temptations,” which are of no longer Life than 
in tht lour, will then be able to withſtand you, when once ye have 
e Failed with Gov, Help me with your Prayers, that it would 
it v e the Lonp, to give me Heuſe-reom again, to ſpeak of his 
Ateouſneſs in the great Congregation, it it may ſeem Good in 
cht. Grace, grace be with yu. | | 
Aberd. July 64 | 155 Tours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. e Jef us, 8. ; THE 
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xp taketh up Mens Refuſe, and lodgeth this World's Out- laws, 


a 11 be Helpers of our Joy, caſt Water on our Coal. It is a 


Head of the Corner, The Princes of this World would not have 


ding; but the Loxp made him the Maffer ſtone of Power and 


fe Coin, Arms and Stamp we bear, will have us: Chriſt hath 


poſe our LoxD would manifeſt his Art, and make ten thouſand 
vens of good and glorious Things, and of new Joys, deviſed out 


the Victorie is yours, Pray, wreſtle and believe, and ye ſhall 
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- Anwoth, before his Confinement 
Aberdeen; and others from St. Andres 
London, Gc. after his Enlargement 


To the Viſcounteſs of KENMUR 
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L Dutiful Obedience in the Lon remembre 
have heard of your La Infirmity and Sickn 
with Grief 3 Yet I truſt ye have learned to ſij 
i: the LORD; let him de whatſoever ſeemeth Cu 
his Eyes. It is now many Years ſince the Apo 
Angels made a Queſtion, Whether their Will of 
Will of their Creator ſhould be done; ard i 
that Time, frowaid Mankind hath always in that ſame Sute of! 
* compeared, to Plead with them againſt Gop, in daily repi 
| | againſt his Will : but the Loxv being both Party and Judge, | 
obtained a Decreet, and ſaith, Iſa. 46. 10. My Counſel all 
and I will do all my Plea ſare. It is then beſt for us, in the Obedi 
of Faith, and in an holy Submiſſion, to give that to Gov, vl 


alli 
ve no 


ah 
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zu of his Almighty and juſt Power will hare of us. Therefore, 1 
am, your Lonv willeth you, in all States of Life, to ſay, Thy 
be Zone in Earth, as it i in Heaven: -and herein ſhall-y@ 
comfort, that he, who ſeeth perfectly through all your Evils, 
Lnoweth the Frame and Conſtitution of your'Nature, and what 
oft healthful-for your Soul, holdeth every Cup of Afflict ion to 
Ulead, wit h his own gractous Hand. Never believe, that your 
ger hearted Saviour, who knoweth the Strength of your Stomach, 
mix that Cup with one Dram weight of Poiſon. Drink then 
the Patience of the Saints; and the Gop of Patience' bleſs 
;Phyſick. 1 have heard your La: complain of Deadnefs, and 
tof the beſtirring Power of the Life ot BoD; but Courage, 
ho walked in the Garden, and made a Noiſe, that made Adam 
' his Voice, will alſo at ſometimes walk in your Soul, and make 
hear a more ſweet Word: Yet ye will not always hear the Noiſe 
the Din of his Feet, when he walketh : Yeareat ſuch a Time 
7acoh mourning at the ſuppoſed Death of Jeſeph, when Joſeph 
living. The New Creature, the Image of the ſecond Adam, is 
nginyou 5 and yet ye are mourning at the ſuppoſed Death of 
Life of Chriſt in you. Ephraim is Bemoaning and Mourning, 
31. 18. when he thinkerh, Gov is far off and heareth not; 
jet Gop is like the Bridegroom, Cant. 2, ſtanding onlie behind 
in Wall, and lay ing to his Ear; for he faith himſelf, ver. 18, 
we ſurely heard Ephraim bemeaning himſelf. I have good Con- 
nce, Madam, that Chriſt Jeſus, whom your Soul through For- 
s and Mountains is ſeeking, is within you: And yet Iſpeak _ 
this, to lay a Pillow under your Head; or to diſwade you froia 
holy Fear of the Loſs of your Ghrift, or of provoking and ftir- * 
gup the Beloved before he pleaſe, by Sin. I know, in ſpiritual 
nfidence, the Devil will come in, as in all other good Works, 
Icty, Half mize 3 and ſo endeavour to bring you under a fear- 
deep, till he whom your Soul loyeth be departed from the Door, 
I have left off knocking 3 and therefore, here the Spirit of Go p 
{ hold your Souls Feet in the Go/d2z Mid- line, betwixt confidet t 
ling in the Arms of Chriſt, and preſumptuous drouſie ſkeping in 
ba ot flemly Security. Therefore, worthy Lady, fo count little 
mbtel jour ſelf, becauſe of your own Wietchedueſs and ſinful Drouſi- 
dic that ye count not alſo little of Gop, in the Courſe of his un- 
to u ageable Mercie: For there be manie Chriſtians, moſt like un- 
th C Joung Sailers, who think the Shore and the whole Land doth 
e Apo, when the Ship and they themſelves are moved; juſt ſo, net b 
Willa do imagine, at Gop moves and ſaileth and changeth places, 
and eule their giddy Souls are unde: Sail, and ſubject to Alteratior, 
we of Edding and Flowing: but he Forndation of the LORD abideth 
epic Gov knoweth, that ye are his own : Wreſtle, fight, go 
adge, "ard, watch, fear, believe, pray; and then ye have all the 
lidl Symptoms of one of the Ele of Chriſt within you. Ye 
Obeſe nov, adam, 2 Sicknels before you: and allo after that, a 
300, Mc; gather then now Food for the Journev, Gop give vou 
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Eyes to ſee through Sickneſs and Death, and to ſee ſomerhjy 
yond Death. I doubt not, but if Hell were betwixt Journd Chil 
as a River, which ye behoved-to croſs, ere ye could come: þ; 
but ye would willinglie put in your Foot and make through, to h. 
him, upon Hope that he would come in himſelf, in the De f 
the River, and lend you- his Hand. Now I believe, your jy 
dried up, and ye have onlie theſe two ſhallow Brooks, Oithueſr 1 
\. - Death, to paſs through; and ye have alſo a Promiſe, that Chu 
ſhall do more than meet you, even that he ſhall come himſelf, 
go with you Foot for, Foot, yea and bear you in his Arms, Othe 
O then, for the Joy that is ſet before you. For the Love of. 
Man, (who is alſo GOD over all, bleſſed for ever,) that isſtn 
- ing upon the Shore to Welcome you, run your Race with Patieny 
The LokD go with you. Your Lon p will not have you, nor ant 
his Servants, to Exchange for the Worſe, Death in it ſelf includ 
both the Death of the Soul, and the Death ot the Bodie ; fy 
. Gov's Children the Bounds and the Limits of Death are abridy 
and drawn into a more narrow Compaſs : So that when ye dy 
piece of Death ſhall onlie ſeize upon you, or the leaſt part of y 
mall die, and that is the Diſſolution of the Bod'e ; for inch 
ve are delivered from the ſecond Death: and therefore, ay 
born of Gov, commit not- Sin, (although ye cannot Live andt 
Sin) and that Serpent ſhall but eat your earthlie part. As for) 
Soul, it is above the Law of Death : But it is fearful and da 
ous, to be a Debter and Servant to Sin; for the Count of $i 
will not be able to make good before Gop, except Chriſt both c 
aad Pay for you. Itruſt alſo, Madam, that ye will be carefi, 
preſent to the Loxp the preſent Eſtate of this decaying Kitk ; | 
what ſhall be concluded in Parliament anent her, the Lozy know 
ſure I am,. the Decrec of a moſt fearful Parliament in Heaven, i 
the verie point of coming forth, becauſe of the Sins of thely 
For, Te have caſt awayths Law ofthe LORD, and deſpiſed the iii 
of the Holy One of Iſrael, la." 5, 24. TFudgmentis turned amal. 
ward, and JFuſtice ſtands afar off, Truth is fallen in the Streets, a 
Equity cannot enter, la. 59. 14. Lo the Prophet, as if he 
ſeen us and our Kirk, reſembleth Juſtice to be handled as an Eneni 
holden out at the Ports of our Citie, ſo is ſne Baniſhed ; and Thi 
to a perſon ſicklie and diſeaſed, fallen down in a deadlie ſwooui 
Fit, in the Streets, before he can come to an Houſe. 7. Thi 
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have cauſed many to ſixmble at the Law, and have corrupted the f Re 
venant of Levi, Mal. 2. 8. But what will they de in the End! I Vw 
5. 31. Therefore give the Loxp no reſt for Zion. Stir up your Hausa kever 
your Brother, & all with whom ye are in Favour and Credit, toſia oa 
t Sect 


1pon the Loxv's Side, againſt Baal. I have good Hope, your i 
band loveth the Peace and Proſperitie of Zion: The Peace ot 6 
be upon him, for his intended Courſes, anent the Eſtabliſhment 
a powerful Miniſtrie in this Land, Thus not willing to wearicyl 
La: further, I commend you, now and always, to the Gracel 
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lende of that GoD, who is able to keep you, that ye fall not: The 
xv tous be with your Spirit. MET oy | 8 
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Anwoth July 27. : Tour La: ſervant at all dutiful 
1628. | ——_ obegiencein Chrifl, S. R. 


WW 
To the Pariſhoners of 
KILMACOL ME. 


Wisthy and welbeloved in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. | 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: Your Letters could not come 
tb my Hand in a greater Throng of Buſineſs, then I am now 
prefled with at this Time, when our Kirk requireth the publick 
pof us all; Yet Icannot but Anſwer the Heads of both your 
ters, with proviſion that ye chuſe, after this, a fitter Time for 
ing. 1. I would not have 7 pitch upon me, as the Man able 
etters to Anſwer Doubts of this kind, while there are in your 
ds, Men of ſuch great Parts, moſt able for this Work. I know, 
beſt are unable; yet it pleaſeth that Spirit of Jeſus, to blow 
weet Wind through a piece dry Stick, that the empt ie Reed may 
no Glorie to it felf, but a Miniſter can make no ſuch Wind as 
to blow, he is ſcarce able to lend it a Paſſage to blow through 
2. Know that the Wind of this Spirit hath a Time, when it 
th ſharp, and pierceth ſo ſtronglie, that it would blow through * 
on Door, and this is commonlie rather under Suffering for 
, than at anie other Time. Sick Children get of Chriſt's 
nt Things, to play them withal, becauſe Jeſus is moſt tender 
eSufferer, for he was a Sufferer himſelf. O.if I had but the 
ingt and the Drawing of the By-board of a Sufferers Table! But 
e this to Anſwer yours. - Firſt, ye write that God's Vows are 
on you, and Securitie ſtrong, and Sib to Nature, ſtealing on - 
ho are weak, I Anſwer, 1. Till we be in Heaven, the Beſt 
earie Heads, as is evident, Cant. 5. 1. Pſal. 30.6 Fob 29. 
latth. 26. 33. Nature is a Sluggard, aud loveth not the La- 
df Religion: Therefore Reſt ſhould not be taken, till we 
the Diſeaſe be over, and in the way of turning, and that it is 
erer paſt the Cool: And the quietneis, aud rhe Calms of 
th of Victorie over Corruption, would be entertained in 
a 5ccuritie ; ſo that if I ſleep, I would deſiie to ſleep Faiths 
eofo e nchriſt's Boſom. 2. Know alſo, none that ſleep ſound can 
Amen complain of Sleepineſs ; Sorrow for a lumbering Soul, 
arie en of ſome Watchfulneſs of Spirit: But this is ſoon turned 
;race antonneſs, (as Grace in us too often is abuſed ) therefore 
N Ws myſt be watched over, elſe Sleep will even grow out of 
8 watching 
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— 322 Mr. Rut berfbor cs Epiſt. 
- watching 3 and there is as much need to watch over Grace, 304 
watch over Sin: full Men will ſoon ſleep, and ſooner than hung (41. 
Men. 3. For your weaknefs to keep off Securitie, that like a This Mal 
ſtealeth upon you, 1 would ſay two things; 1. To want Coq, 
plaints of Weakneſs, is for Heaven, and Angels that never ſinneg 
not for Chriſtians in Chriſt's camp on Earth : Tthink our Weal. 
neſs maketh us the Church of the redeemed Ones, and Chi Hoc 
Field that the Mediator ſhould Labour in. If there were no Dileaſe 
on Earth, there needed no Phyſicians on Earth. If Chrift had ere ald 
down Weakneſs, he might have cried down his own Calling: 
Weakneſs is our Mediator's World: Sin isonlie Chriſt's Fair 2 cle 
Market: no Man ſhquld rejoyce at Weakneſs and Diſeaſes ; | 
1 think, ve may have a ſort of Gladneſs at Boils and Sores, becu(WM{:nd 
without them, Chriſt's Fingers, as a ſlain Lonp, ſhould never hu 
touched our Skin. 1 dare not thank my ſelf, but I date thank G05 
depth of wiſe Providence, that 1 have anErrand in me, while 
live, for Chriſt to come and viſit me, and bring with him his Dur f. 
and his Balm. O howſweet is it, for a Sinner to put his Weakneſs, tt 
in Chriſt's ſtrengthning Hand, and to Father'a ſick Soul upon ſug 
Phyſician, and to lay Weakneſs before him, to Weep upon hin 
and to Piead, and Pray] Weakneſs can ſpeak and cry, when we hne. 
not Tongue, Exzek. 16. 6. And when I paſſed by thee, and {; 
ther polluted in thine n Blood, I ſaid unto thee, when then wil 
thy Blood, Live. The Kirk could not ipeak ore Word to Chil 
then, but Blood and Guiltineſs out of mealure ſpake, and drev oh 
of Chriſt pitie, and a Word of Lite and Loye, 2. For Weakvihey 1 
we have it, that we may employ Chiz{t's Strength becauſe of oi; 
Weakneſs: Weakneſs is to make us the Strongeſt things, tha nd rr 
when having no Strength of our own, we are carried upon Chi hut th. 
Shoulders, and walk (as it were) upon his Legs: if our (ul 
Weakneſs ſwell up to the Clouds, Chriſt's Strength will (well uy Moy a 
the Sun, and far above the Heaven of Heavens. 2. Ye tell nin: 
that there is need of Counſel for ſtrengthning of new beginn 


I can 2585 to that, who am not well begun my ſelf; but I 
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honeſt beginnings are nouriſhed by him, even by lovelie Jeſus, vil 
never yet put out a poor Man's dim Gandle, who is wreſtling beth 
Light and Darkneſs, I am ſure, if new Beginners would urgetht 
ſelves upon Chriſt, and preſs their Souls upon him, and impon ur Lit 
him for a Draught of his ſweet Love, they could not come wo] 
to Chriſt : Come once in upon the Right Nick and Step off 
lovelie Love, and Idefic you to get free of him again: If: 
Beginners fall off Chriſt again, and miſs him, they never lig 
upon Chriſt as Chriſt ; it was but an Idol, like Jeſus, they Mean 
for him. 3. Whereas ye complain of a dead Miniſtrie in 
| Bounds, ye are to ret:1ember, that the Bible among you isthel 
tract of Marriage, and the manner of Chriſt's convoy ing his Pare 
to your Heart, is not ſo abſolutelie dependent upon even M Nu! 
Preaching, as that there is no Converſion at all, nor Life of 
but that, that it is tied to a Man's Lips: The Daughters 1 ide 


im have done often that, which the Watehmen could not do: 
Make Chriſt your Miniſter, he can wooe a Soul at a Dike-ſide in the 
field; he needeth not us, howbeit the Flock be obliged to ſeek 
him in the Shepherds Tents. Hunger of Chriſt's making may 
thrive, even under Stewards, who mind not the Feeding of the 
Flock. O bleſſed Soul, that can leap over a Man, & look above a Pulpit 
upto Chriſt, who can preach home to the Heart, howbeit we were 
all dead and rotten ! 4. So to complain of your ſelf as to juſtiſie 
Gov, is right, providing ye juſtifie his Spirit in your ſelf; for Men 
ſeldom Adverate againſt Satan's Work and Sin, in themſelves, but 
zgainſt Gop's Work in themſelves 2 Some of the People of Gop 
ſlander Gov's Grace in their Souls, as ſome Wretches uſe to do, who 
complain and murmur of Want; I have nothing, ( lay they) all 
js gone, the Ground yieldeth but Weeds and Vinalaſtraus; whenas 
their fat Harveſt, and their Money on Bank maketh them Liars, 
But for my ſelf, alas! I think it is not ny S'n, 1 have ſcarce Wit to 
in this sin: But I advite you, to ſpeak good of Chriſt, for his 
Beautie and Sweetneſs,2nd = good of him, for his Grace to your 
elves. 5. Light remaineth, ye ſay, but ye cannot attain to pain- 
ulneſs : See if this Complaint be not Booked in the New Ta- 
nent, and the place Rem. 7. 18. is like this, To will is preſent with 
t, but how to perform that which is geod, I know not But everie 
ne hath not Pan /s Spirit in complaining : For often in us, com- 
laining is but an humble Backbit ing, and traducing of Chriſt's 
ew Work in the Soul. But for the Matter of the Complaint, 1 
fould ſay : The Light of Glorie is perfectlie obeyed in Loving, 
ind fraiſing and Rejoycing, and reſting in a ſeen and known Lozp ; 
ut that Light is not heteaway in anie Clay Bodie; for while we are 
ere, Light is in the moſt part broader and longer, than our nar- 
ov and feckleſs Obedience: But it there be Light with a fait 
rainand a great Back, I mean, Armies of challenging Thoughts, 
ndforrow for coming ſhort of Performance, in what we knew and 
eought to be performed, then that Sorrow for not doing is accep- 
&:dof our Lox for doing: Our honeſt Sorxow and ſincere Aims, 
ppether with Chriſt's Interceſſion, pleading that Gon would wel- 
me that which we have, and forgrve what we have not, muſt be 
u Life, till we be over the Beand- road, and in the other Countrey, 
lere the Law will get a perfect Soul. 6. In Chritt's abſence, there 
(as ye write) a willingneſs to uſe Means, but Heavineſs after 
Ie Uſe of them, becauſe cf formal and flight Performance, In 
briſt's abſence, 1 confeſs, the Work lieth behind: but if ye 
an abſence of Comfort, and abſence of-Senſe of his ſweet Pre- 
ice, Ithink that Abſence is Chriſt's trying of us, not ſimplie our 
n againſt lim: Therefore, howbeit our Obedience then be not 
peared and ſweetned with Joy (which is the ſweet Meat Bairns 
buldftill be at) yet the leſs Sence, aud the more willingneſs in o- 
Jung, the leſs Formalitie in eurObedience,howbeit we thick not ſo; = 
U delieve; manic think Obedience foanal and lifgleſs, except 
. . 85 dere 
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humbled tor Heavineſs in that Obedience, and thankful tor Wil 
| lingneſs : for the Bridegroom is busking his Spouſe oftentimgy, 


but ye have Aſſurance, in ſome meaſure, To this I ſay, 1, 1th 


and lie about it. 3. Make meeble of Aſſurance, for it keepeth | 
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rhe Wind be fait in the Weſt, and Sails filled with Joy and Seule, til | 
Souls like a Ship fair before the Wind, can ſpread no more Sail; but! 
am not of their Mind, who think ſo. But if ye mean by Abſence o 
Chriſt, the withdrawing of his working Grace, I ſee not hoy willings 
ne!s to uſe Means can be at all under ſuch an Abſence: Therefgte he 


while the is half ſleeping, and you: Lord is working and helping 
more than ye ſee. Alſo Irecommend to you Heavineſs for Formy 
litie, and for lifeleſs Deadneſs in Obedience: Be caſten do, | 
much as ye will ox can, for Deadneſs, and challenge that ſtow a 
dull Carcaſe of Sin; that will neither lead nor drive in your ſig 
tual Obedience. O how ſweet to lovelie Jeſus are Bills and oi 
vances, given in againſt Corruption and the Bodie of Sin! Iv 
have Chriſt, in ſuch a Caſe, faſped (if I may ſpeak ſo) and dam 
with our Cries, as ye ſee the Apoſtle doth, Rom. 7 24. 0 wretth 
Man that Jam, whe ſhall deliver me from the Body of this Death 
Proteſtations againſt the Law of Sin in you, are Law greundt, wh 


Sin can have no Law againſt you : Seek to have your Froteſtatio ork « 
Diſcuſſed and Judged, and then ſhall ye find Chriſt on your SideR..:;:; 
it. 7. Ye hold that Chriſt muſt either have heartie Service, ot x "x 
Service at all: if ye mean, he will not have half a Heat, i, wet 
feigned Service, ſuch as the Hypocrites give him, I grant youth e no 
Chriſt muſt have Honeſtie or nothing: But if ye mean, he y cc, 
have no Service at all, where the Heart draws back in anic meal... 
I would not that were true, for my part of Heaven, and all that li be 
worth in the World: If ye mind to walk to Heaven, without... : 
Cramp ot a Crook, I fear ye muſt go your alone: He knows out D rivat. 
and Defects, and ſweet Jeſus pitieth us, when Weakneſs and De. 7; 
'neſs in our Obedience is our Croſs, and not our Darling. 8. z, 
Liar (as ye write) challengeth the Work as fornial ; yet ye M and 
your Cautioner for the Ground- work he hath laid, and date not; an 


be no Fault, to ſave Satan's Labour, and Challenge it your ſelſ 
at leaſt Examine and Cenſure; but beware of Satan's End 


challenging, for he mindeth to put Chriſt and you at 044, WR 

Welcome home Faith in jxsus, who waſheth ſtill, whea we have Ul be ea 
ed our Souls, and made our ſelves loathſom, and ſeck ſtill the e put 
of Atonement to Faults little or meekle. Know the gate to the M cn. 


Anchor fixed. 9. Out-breakings (ye ſay ) diſcourage you, ol 
ye know not, it ever ye ſhall win againto ſuch overjoying Calk 
tions of the Spirit in this Life, as formerly ye had, and thetii 
Queſtion may be, If after Aſſurance and Mortifitation, the lil 
of GOD be ordinarily fed with Senſe and Foy ? I Anſwer, It 
Inconvenience to think, it is enough in à Race, to ſeethed 
the S:arting-place ; howbeit the Runners never get avis 
till chey come to the Rink's End; and that our wite Lok th 
it fitteſt, we ſhould not always be fingering and playing with . 
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Eviſt, 2. 5 Letters. 325 
ioples. Our Welbcloved, 1 know, will ſport and play with his 
de, as much 2s he thinks will Allure her to the Rixk's End: 
ſet Ljudge it not unlawful, to ſeck renewed Conſolations, provid- 
1. The Heart he ſubmiſſive and content, to leave the Meaſure 
d Timeing of them to him, 2. Providing they be ſought, to 
eite us to Plaiſe, and ſtiengthen our Aſſurànce, and ſharpen our 
wires after himſelf. 3. Let them be ſought, not for our Kumours 
tſwelling of Nature; but as the Earneſt of Heaven: and think 
nie do attain to greater Conſolatio ns after Mortification, than 
rerthey had formerlie. But I know, our Loxd walketh here, ſtil! 
a Sovereign Latitude, and keepeth not the fame way, as to one 
air breadth without a miſs, towards all his Children. As for the 
oxp's People with you, Lam not the Man fit to ſpeak to them, 1 
joyce exceedinglie, that Chriſt is engaging Souls amongſt yon: 


s we uſe to ſay) for manie lay falſe and Baſtard Foundaꝭ ions, and 
ke up Converſion at theit Foot, and get Chriſt for as good as half 
thing, and had never a ſick Nightſor Sin, and this makeih looſe 
ork ; 1 pray you dig deep 2 Chriſt's Palace-work, and his new 
xelling, laid upon Hell felt and feared, is moſt fim: And 
en grounded and laid upon ſuch a Hell, is ſureſt Work, and will 
waſh away with Winter ſtorms. It were good that Profeliours 
te not like young Heirs, that come to their rich Eſtate, long ere 
come to their Wit: and ſo is ſeen on it; the Tavern, and 
Cards, and the Harlots ſteal their Ridges from them, ere ever 
be aware what they are doing. I know, a Chriſt bought with 
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tivate Meetings: for Warrant whereof ſee Iſa. 2. 3. Fer. 50. 
5. Hoſ. 2. 1, 2. Exek. 8. 21, 22, 23. Mal. 3. 16. Lake. 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17. Jen 20. 19. Ad, 12. v. 12, Gol. 3, 


ye and 4. 6. Eph. 4. 29. 1 Pet. 4. 10. 1 Theſ. 5. 14. Heb. 
ng. and 10. 25, Manie Goals make a good Fire, and that is a 
A of the Communion of Saints. I mult intreat you, and your 
{elf iſtian Dan in the Pariſh, to Remember me to Gop in 
Fu Prayers, and my Flock and Miniſtrie, and my Trgnſportation 


Removal from this Place, which 1 fear, at this Aſtemblie: 
be earneſt with God for our Mother Kirk. For want of Time, 
Fe put you all in one Letter: The rick Grace of our Lok 
.CartST be with you all. 7 : 


Anwoth Auguſt 5. TEE Na: in his ſmeet Lord 
8 Jseſus, S. K. 


it know, in Converſion all the Winning is in the firſt Buying 


es is ſweeteſt. 2. Irecommend to your Conference and Prayer 
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To a Cbriſtian GENTLEWOMAN, Wa 
| Love in Chriſt remembred to 20: I was indeed Sonor our 
at my Departure from you, eſpeciallie ſince ye were in ſit fedkic 
| V2 Heavineſs after your Daughters Death; yet Ido per 
|. - myſelf, ye know, that the weightieſt End of the Croſs of chu "s. 
that is laid upon you, lieth upon your ſtrong Saviour: for Jud eth 

's faith, ch 63. 9. In all your AfiiGions he is Afited : O bleſk ſting 
' +. Socond, who ſuffereth with you! and glad may your Soul be, e ret 
Do walk in the Fierie Furnace, with one like unto the Son of Ma aq 
who is alſo the Son of Gop. Courage, up your Heart, when jed 
tire, he will bear beth you and your Burden, P/al. 55. 22. Yo" © 
little while and ye ſnall ſee the Salvation of God. Remembers 
what Age your Daughter was, as long was your Leaſe of her; | 
the was Eighteen, Nineteen, or Twenty Tears old, I know not, fm Thon 
am, ſeing her Term was come, and your Leaſe run out, ye can]. 
more.juſtlie quarrel your great Superior, for taking his Own, a lll 
juſt Term Day, than a poor Farmer can complain, that his MHꝛꝛ e 
taketh a Portion of his own Land to himſelf, when his Leaſe igt 
Pired. Good Miſtreſs, if ye would not be content, that Chul 
would hold from you the Heavenlie Inheritance, which is mal 
yours 4 Death, ſnall not that fame Chriſt think hardlie of ya 
af yerefuſe to give him your Daughter willinglie, who is a pat q 
his Inheritance and Conqueſt. ? I pray the Lond, to give youd 
| JE and to Grace you with Patience, to give Gop his ah 
is an ill Debter, wh6 pen that which he hath borrowed, vital: th 
Grudge : indeed that long Loan of ſuch a good Daughter, an Hill: 1nc] 
of Grace, a Member of Chriſt, (as I believe) deferveth wn Wil 
Thanks at your Creditoi's Hand, than that ye ſhould gloom a 
_ murmur, when he craveth but his own : I belieye ye would ju ace v 
them to be but thankleſs Neighbours, who would pay you a m eade 
Money aſter this manner. But what, do ye think her Joſt, when 
üs but ſleeping in the Boſom of the Almightie? Think her nd 
"abſent, ho is in fuch a Friend's Houſe : Is the loſt to you ub 
found to Chriſt ? If the were with a dear Friend, although ye fo ſtabl 
never lee her again, your Care for her would be but ſmall ; Oh nc 
is ſhe not with a dear Friend, and gone higher upon a certain Hog 
that ye ſtall in the Reſurrection ſee her again, when (be ye ſut 
me ſhall- neither be He&ick nor conſumed in Bodie ! Ye would 
ſorrie either to be, or to be eſteemed an Atbeiſt; and yet not Lit 
the Apoſtle, 1 Thef. 4. 13. thinketh thoſe to be hopleſs Ati 
who mourn exceſſivelie forthe Dead: but this is not a Chillen 
on my part; 1 do ſpeak this onlie frating your Weaknels; i 
Four Daughter was a part of your ſelf, and therefore Nature in 1 
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ing as it were cut and halved, will indeed be griered; but ye 
ve to rejoyce, that when a part of you is on Earth, a great part 
you is glorified in Heaven. Follow her, but envy her not; for 
geed it is Self- love in us, that maketh us mourn for them that 
in the Lonop: Why ? Becauſe for them we cannot mou; 
ce they are never Happie till they be Dead; therefore we mourn 
out on private Reſpe& : take heed then, that in ewing your 
Eftion, in monraing for your Daughter, ye be not out f 
1f.afetion, mourning for your ſelf. Conſider what the Lox is 
ing in it; your Daughter is plucked out of the Fire, and ſhe 
Geth from her Labours, and your Lex in that is trying you, and 
ſting you in the Fire: G through all Fires toyourReff z aud 

w remember, that the Eye of -Gop is upon the burning Buſh and - 
x confumed, and he is gladlie content, that ſuch a weak Woman 
ye, ſhould fend Satan away, fruſtrate of his Deſign : Now Ho- 
zur Gop, and ſhame the ſtrong roaring Lion, when ye ſeem weak 
: Should ſuch an one as ye faint, in the Day of Adverſitie 2 
all to mind the Days of Old: the Lord yet liveth; truſt in him, 
though he ſhould ſlay you: Faith is exceeding Chatitable, and 
lieveth no Evil of Gop. Now is the Loxp lhaying in the one 
le of the Ballance, your making Conſcience of Submiſſion to his 
xcious Will; and in the other, your Affection and Love to your 
wghter, which of the Two will ye then chuſe to {atishe 2 Be wiſe 
en, and as I truft ye love Chriſt better than a ſinfal Woman, paſs 
your Daughter and kiſs the Loxp's Rod. Men do lop the 
ranches off their Trees round about, to the End, they may grow up 
ph and tall: The Loxpd hath this way lopped your Branch, in 
king from you manie Children, to the End, ye ſhould grow up- 
d, like one of the Loxp's Cedars, ſetting you Heart above, 
here Chriſt is at the Right Hand of the Father: what is next, 
t that your LokD cut down the Stock, after he hath cut the 
ranches ? Prepare your ſelf, ye are nearer your Daughter this 
jay, then yours Yeſterday ; while ye prodigallie ſpend Time, in 
ourning for her, ye are ſpeedilie poſting after her: Run your 
ace with patience : let Gop have his own, and ask of him, in- 
ad of your Daughter, which he hath taken from you, the Dangh- 
ef Faith, which is Patience, and in patience poſſeſs your Soul. 
ift up your Head: ye do not know, how near your Redemption 
th draw, Thus recommending you to the Loxv, who is able to 
ſtabliſh you, 1 reſt, 6 | | 


Anwoth, April 23. Tour loving and aſſeckionat Friend 
1628, in the Lord Jeſas, S. R. 
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er, is the Thornie Hedge of daily Grief, loſs of Children, weak- 
s of Bodie, Iniquitie of the Time, uncertaintie of Eſtate, lack 
worldlie Comfort, fear of Gop's Anger for old unrepented of 
: What loſe ye, it Gop twiſt and plet the Hedge daily thick- 


ath walks towards-you with a flow pace; ye muſt be Riper cre ye 
taken 3 your Days are no longer than Feb's, that were fwifter 
in 4 Toft, and paſſed away as the Ships of Defire; and as the Eagle 
it haſteth for the Prey, Fob 9. 25, 26, There is leſs Sand in your 


ba- ing Time, will ſoon be ended: But the greater is the Mercie 
da Cop, the moe Years ye get to adviſe, upon what Terms, and 


Nee Won what Conditions, ye caſt your Soul in the hnge Gulf of never- 


are ing Eternitic : The Loxp hath told you, what ye ſhould be do- 
p, till he come, wait and haſten ( ſaith Peter) for the coming of our 
end: All is Night that is here, in reſpect of Ignorance and 
ly enſuing Troubles, one always making Way to another, as the 
mth Wave of the Sea tothe Tenth ; therefore ſigh and long for 
:Dawning of that Morning, and the Breaking of. that Day of the 
. ning of the Son of Man, when the Shadows ſhall flee away. Per- 
unk de your ſelf, the King is coming : read his Letter ſent before 
ole en, Rev. 3. 11. Behold I come quickly * Wait with the wearied 


Wc not a Morrow : As the wiſe Father ſaid, who being invited 
Jou anſt to Morrow to dine with his Friends, Anſwered 3; Theſe many 
10 1: 1 have had no Morrow at all. I am loth to wearie you: Shew 
Wu {elf a Chriſtian, by ſuffering without Murmaring, for which 


Jour Fourteen Thouſand and Seven Hundred were Slain, Numb. 16. 


n patience poſſeſs your Soul: they Loſe nothing who Gain 


e to your Za: I'commend you to the Mercy and Grace of our 
uo Jesus, aſſuring you, that your Day is coming, and that Gov's 


= Wercie is abiding you. The Lox Nrsus be with your Spirit, 
pl Anwoth Jan. 150 Tours in the Lord Jeſus at alldutiful 
the 1629. e obedience, S. R. 
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I L k E N MUR E. 


MADAM, | 


G0 * for ever Farewel in Paper, having {mall Aflucance ever to 
ee Jour Face again, till the laſt General Aſſembly, where the 


Qs He vou; 
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, which GoD bnildeth in your Way, to hinder you trom this - 


Cop be bleſſed, the Loxp will not let you find your Paths: 
turn to your firſt Husband: Do not wearie, neither think that 


iſs now, than there was Yeſternight : this Span-length of ever- 


e br. watch for the breaking of the eaſtern Sky, and think that ye 


hiſt, Thus remembring my Brother's and my Wife's humble Ser- 


venting you in JIæscs Cunisr, to my Grief I muſt bid you (it may | 


dole Church univerſal ſhall meet: yer promiſing, by his Grace, 
 preſene your La: and your Burdens to him, who is able to Save 
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7 OH N KENNEDY, 
My loving and meſt affefionat Brother in Chriß, | 
galute you with Crace, Mercy and Peace,. from Gop cur Father, 
and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I promiſed to write to you, 
and although late enough, yet now I make it good. I heard 
th Grief, of yohr Great Danger of Periſhing by the Sea, but of your 
erciful Deliverance with Foy. Sure I am, Brother, Satan will 
aye no Stone unrolled (as the Proverb is) to roll you off your: 
ock, ot, at leaſt, to ſhake and unſettle you; For at that " 
ime: the Mouths of wicked Men were opened in hard Speeches a- 
inſt you, by Land; and the Prince of the Power of the Rivers 
natie with you, by Sea: See then how much ye are obliged to 
hat malicious Murderer, who would beat yoo with two Rods at- one 
ime : but bleſſed be Gop, his Arm is ſhort : if the Sea and 
Vinds would have obeyed him, ye had never come to Land: Thank 
dur Gop, who faith, Rev: 1: 11. I have the Keys of Hell and of 
Death, Deut: 23: 39. I Kill and I make Alive. 1 Sam: 23 6. 
5e LORD brings down te the Grave, and brings up. If Satan were 
ajlout, and had the Keys of Death and of the Grave, they ſhould 
e ſtored with moe Priſoners. Ye were knocking at theſe black 
ates, and ye found the Doors ſhut-z and we do all welcome you 
ack again: I truſt, ye know it not for nothing, that ye are ſent 
dus again: The Loxp knew, ye had forgotten ſomething that vas 
eceſſatle for your Journey; that your Armour was not as yet thick 
nough, againſt the Stroke of Death. Now in the — of Jeſus, 
liſpatch your Buſineſs : that Debt is not forgiven, but fried: 
death hath not bidden you fere-well, but hath onlie left you for a 
hort Seaſon : End your Journey, ere the Night come upon you, 
ave all in readineſs againſt that Time, that ye muſt ſail through 
hat black and impetuous Jordan; and Jeſus, Jeſus, who know- 
hboth theſe Depths, and the Rock, and all the Coaſts, be your 
ot: The laſt Tide will not wait for you one Moment: if ye 
orget aniething, when your Sea is full, and your Foot in that Ship, 
here is no returning again to ſetch it. What ye do amiſs in your 
Life to Day, ye may amend i to Morrow: for as manie Suns as 
op maketh to ariſe upon you, ye have as manie new Lives: but ye 
an die but once; and if ye mar or ſpil that Buſineſs, ye caunor 
ome back to mend that piece of Woik again: No Man ſinneth 
vice in dying ill: As we die but once, ſo we die but ill or well 
dnce. Ye fee now the Number of your Months is written in Gov's 
Book, and as one of the Loxp's Hirelings, ye muſt werk till the 
Shadow of the Evening come upon you, and ye ſhall run out you 
Claſs even to the laſt Pickle of Sand: fulfil your Courſe with joy; 
ore take nothing to the Grave with us, but a good or evil Conſei- 
| ot | ence - 
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333 Mr. Ruberfoar's Epiſt. 6! 
ence, And although the Skie clear after this Storm, yet cloudsgiſ 
engender another. Te Contracted with Chriſt, Thope when ft Fe 
began to follow him, that ye would bear his Croſs ; u'f1 von 
art of the Contract with patience, and break not tò ſeſus Chriſt: z 
oneſt, Brother, in your Bargaining with him: for who knoyen 
better how to bring up Children than our Goo? For (to lay agg 
his Knowledge, o th which there is no ſearching out) he hy 


been practiſed in bringing up his Heirs theſe Five ThowſandYears mi 
his Bairus are all well brought up, and manie of them ate hoyel 
Men now at home, up in their own Houſe in Heavey, and areentief 
1 Heirs to their Father's Inheritance. Now the Form of ais Bringing 


| 


| up was by Chaftiſements, Scourging, Correcting, Nurturing: 
jf he maketh Exception of anie of his Bairss, Rev: 3: 19, By 
12: 7, 3. No: His Eldeſt Son and his Heir, FESVUS, is po 


excepted. Heb: 2: 10. Suffer we muſt ; ere we were bor Gli: to f 
decreed it; and it is eaſier to complaint of his Decree, than to cha od u. 
it. It is true, Terrors of Conſcience caſt us down 3 and yetoi 


out Terrors of Conſcience we cannot be raiſed up again: Peil 
and Doubtings ſtake us; and yet without Fears and Deubtingsyg 
would ſoon ſſeep, and loſe our Grips of Chriſt: Tribulation ax 
Temptations will almoſt looſe us at the Root; and yet without Ii 
bulations and Temptations we can now no more 1 Hetbs a 
Corn without Rain Sin and Satan, and the World will fay, and criei 
our Ear, that we have a hard Reckoning to make in Judgment; an 
4 yet none of theſe three, except chey lye, dare ſay in our Face,thatou 
Sin can change the Tenour of the new Covenant. Forward then 
Dear Brother, and loſe not your Grips: hold faſt the Tiuth, fo 
the World (ell not one Dram weight of God's Truth, eſpecialliency 
when moſt Men meaſure Truth by Time, like young Sea- men ſettig 
their Compaſs by a Cloud : For now Time is Father and Mot 
to Truth, in the Thoughts and Practices of our evil Time, Th 
Gor of Truth Eftabliſh us; for Alas! Now there are none! 
Comtort the Priſoners of Hope, and the Mourners in Ziex : . 
can do little except Pray and Mourn for Jeſeph in the Stocks: An 
ler their Tongue cleave. to the Roof of their Mouth, who forget]: 
ruſalem now in ws : And thc Lonxp remember Egon, ai 
render to him as he has done to us. Now, Brother, I will not deal 
you, but 1 entreat yau remember my deareſt Love to Mr. Dan 
Dickſon, with whom have ſmall aquyaintance, yet I bleſs the Loi 
1 know, he both prayeth and doth RJ our dying Kik. _ Remenide 
my deareſt Love to Fohn Ftuart, whom J love in Chriſt, and ſid 
him from me, I do always remember him, and hope for a Meeting 
The Lord Jeſus Eftabliſh him more and more, though he be alteads 
a ſtrong Man in Chriſt. Remember my heartieft Affection in Chil 
to William Rogger, whom Ialſo remember to Go: Iwiſhthell 
News I hear of him, and you, and all that love our common 8 
' "our inthoſeBounds, may be, that ye are ſo knit and linked, al 
1 kindlie faſtened in Love with the Son of Gov, that je mayfy: 
e, if wewonldnever ſo faineſcapeont of Chriſt's Hands, * 
| | : * 
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pill, To Es eri. * 3.43 
th jo bound us, that we cannot get our Hands free again; be hath 
raviſhed our Hearts, that there is no leoſing of his Grips, the Chains 
e Ses raviſbing Love are ſe ſtrong, that the Grave nor Death will 
break them. 1 hope, Brother, yea, I doubt not of it, but ye 
ve, and my firſt entrie to the Lonp's Vineyard, and my Flock, 
(fore him, who hath put me in his Work ; as the Lonb knoweth, 
ce 61ſt 1 ſaw you, 1 have been mindful of you. Marion Machnaug bi 
unn remember moſt heartilie her Love to you, and to Jen Stuart: 
elle be the Lon p, that in Gop's Mercie I found in this Countrie 
en a Woman, to whom Jeſus is dearer than her own Heart, when 
in ere be ſo manie that caſt Chriſt over their Shoulder. Good Bre- 
, call to mind the memorie of your worthie Father, now aſleep in 
nit ;, and, as his cuſtom was, pray continuallie, and wreſtle 
of; the Life of a dying breathleſs Kik: And deſire John Staar: 
Gol: to forget poor Zion, ſhe hath few Friends, and few to ſpeak one 
odd word for her, Now I commend you, your whole Soul and 
if dic and Spirit, to Jeſus Chriſt and his keeping, hoping ye will 
ea and live, ſtand. and fall, with the Cauſe of our Maſter, Jeſus, 
ue Lord Jeſus himſelf be with your Spirit, | 
| and 3 8 | 
Ti Anwath Feb. 2. Tour loving Brother in eur Lord 
bs at =. - | FJeſus, 8. R. | 
iel | oa 
; A | — 
then | 1 = * 
„Jo ny Lady K E N MU RE. 
ie non 8 | | — 
ct ADAM, | „ 
Lot ave longed exceedinglie to hear of your Life and Health, and 

Month in the Grace of Gop. I lacked the Opportunitie of a 
out Miet, in reſpect 1 did not underſtand of the haſtie Departure of 
; VlWſtbelaſt, by whom Imijght have Saluted your La. and therefore 
old not write before this time. I intrcat you; Madam, let me 
get e two Lines from you, concerning your preſent Condition: 1 
7, e, ve arc in Grief and Heavineſs, and if it were not ſo, ye 
it be afraid, becauſe then your Way ſhould not be, ſo like 
Das Way, that our Lonp faith leadeth to the new Fernſulgm : Sure 
: Lon if ye knew what were before you, or it ye ſaw but ſome 
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nenWrcces of it, ye would with gladneſs ſwim through the prefent 
1d (ok ds of Sorrow, ſpreading forth your Arms out of deſire to be at 
. d: It God have given you the Earncſt of the Spirit, as part of 


"ci. of Gop's principal Sum; ye have to rejoyce, for our Lor ö 
chic not loſe his Earneft, neither will he go back or tepent him of 
thei bargain, If ye find at ſome time a longing to ſee Gon, joy in 
on © Allurance of that fight .( howbeit that Feaſt be but like the 
0 ſever, that cometh about onlie once a year) Peace bf Con- 
ay % ice, Libertie of Prayer, the Doors of. Gov's Treaſure caſten up 
yet I x Soul, and a clear Sight of himſelf looking out, & ſaying with 

„„ a ſmiling 


85 that the Soul could not die; but ſo ſoon as he luid by the Boch 


—_— —— 


a ſmiling Sountenance, Welcome to me, afflidted Son! ; this is th 0 
Earneſt that he giveth ſometimes, and which maketh glad th jo! 
Heart, and is an Evidence that the Bargain will hold; But to . 
end ye may get this Earneſt, it were good to come oft in Terms oi 
Speech with Gop, both in Prayer and hearing of the Word: Fol ier 
this is the Houſe of Wine, where ye meet with your Welbeloves ihr at: 
here it is where he kiſſeth you with the Kiſſes of his Mouth, . 
where ye feel the Smell of his Garments, and they have indeed! 
moſt fragrant and glorious Smell: Ye muſt, I ſay, wait upon him 
and be often communing with him, whoſe Lips are as Lilies, drop: th; 
ping ſweet ſmelling Myrrhe, and by the moving thereof he vier 
aſſwage your Grief : For the Chiiſt, that ſaveth you, is a peur w. 
ing Chriſt, the Church knows him, cant. 2. by his. Voice, ud 
can diſcern his Tongue amongft a Thouſand : I ſay this, to th anic 
end ye ſhould not love thoſe dumb Masks of Anticbriſtian Cermo adn 
nies, that the Church, where ye ate for a time, hath caſten Ye here 
the Chriſt, whom your Soul loveth: This is to ſet beforeyou old“ 
dumb Chriſt. But when our Loxp cometh, he ſpeaketh to th 
Heart in the ſimplicitie of the Goſpel. I have neither Tongue nd live 
Pen, to expreſs to you the Happineſs of ſuch as are in Chriſt; Wie ken, 
ye have ſold all that ye have, and bought the Field wherein the of 
Pearl is, ye will think it no bad Market, for if ye be in him, all bows, 
is yours, and ye are in him; therefore becauſe he [ipes, ye ſhall i ¶ Dip wh: 
alſo, Jeb. 14. 19. And what is that elſe, but as if the Son had ſi caſte; 
1 will net have Heaven, except my redeemed ones be with me; i oken 
and I cannot live aſunder, Abide in me and I in yes, Joh, 15, Walter p 

O ſweet Communion when Chrift and we are through other and! 
no longer two ! Father, I will that theſe whom then haſt given 
be with me where 1 am, to behold my Glory that thox haſt given Wlleng; 
Jeb. 17. 24. Amen; dear Jeſus, let it be according to that word, | 
wonder that ever your Heart fhould be caſten down, if yebeli An 
this Truth: And they are not worthie of Jeſus Chriſt, who! 
not ſuffer Fortie Years Trouble for him, ſince they have fuchgl 
ous Promiſes : But we Fools believe thoſe Promifes, as the! 
that read Plato's Wiitings, concerning the Immortalitie of thei 
ſo long as the Book was in his Hand, he believed all was true, i 


ſentlic he began to imagine, that the Soul is but a Smoke ot A 
Vapour, that periſheth with theexpiring of the Breath: 80 
Parts do aſſent to the ſweet and precious Promiſes, but laying 
God's Book, we begin to call all in queſtion : It is Faith indeed <1 
believe without a Pledge, and to hold the Heart conſtant at e, in h 
Work, and when we doubt, to run to the Law and to the Teſti 
and ſtay there: Madam, hold you here, here is your Fan; 5. 
Teſtament, read it, in it he hath left to you Remiſſion of 51 Wi Gon b. 
Life everlafting. If all that ye have here be Croſſes and Tron 
Doun - caſtings, frequent Deſertions and Departure ef the LW, 
who is ſuiting you in Matriage, Courage, * Wooer 
Guiter, ſhould not be an Houſhold Man with you, till ye and hege; 


iſt. 8. Letters: * 335 
o his Fathers Houſe together: He purpoſeth to do you good 
rout latter End. Dent. 8. 16. And to give youreſt from the 
Goof Adverſitie, Pſal. 94. 13. It is good to bear the Yoke of GOD 
uur Tonth, Lam. 3. 27. Turn in to your ſtrong Hold as a pri- 
ger of Hope, Zech. 9. 12. For theViſien is for an appointed time, 
at the end it ſpall ſpeak and not lie; though it tarr wait for it, 
uſe it will ſurely come, it will ws: tarry. Hab. 2. 3. Hear him- 
ſaying, Iſa. 26. 20. Come my people ( rejoyce, he calleth on 
u) enter then inte thyChambers. and ſhut thy Doors about thee, 
le thy ſelf, as it were for little moment, till the Indignation be paſt. 
eve then, believe and be ſaved : Think not hard, if ye get not 
ur Will, nor your Delights in this Life; Gop will have you to 
ioyce in nothing bur himſelf.. Gop forbid that ye ſhould rejoyce 
aniething, but in the Croſs of Chriſt, Ga/ 4. 16 Our Church, 
adam, is decaying, ſhe is like Ephraim's Cake, and gray Hairs 
ehere and thereupon her, and ſhe knoweth it not, Heſ. 7. 9. She 
old'and Gray-haired, near the Grave, and no Man taketh it to 
ut: Her Wine is ſowre and is catrupted. Now if Phinchas Wife 
dlive, ſhe might travail in Birth and die, to fee the Ark of Gop 
en, and the Glorie departing from our Iſrael: The Power and 
fe of Religion is away: Who be te us for the Day geeth away, for the 
lows of the Evening are ſiretched ont, Jer. 6. 4. Madam Zion is the 
ip wherein ye are carried to Canaan, it ſhe ſuffer ſhipwrack, ye will 
caſten over-board, upon Death and Life, to ſwim to Land vpon 
oken Boards: It were time for us, by Prayer to pat apen our 
Aer: pilot Feſus, and to crie, Maſter ſave ns, we periſh. Grace, 


ju here 3. but our Sins withhold good Things from us. The great 
ſlenger ofthe Covenant preſcrve you in Bodie and Spirit. 


Anwoth, Feb. 11, 1630. Tours in the. Lord, S. R. 
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To my Lady K EN M UR E. 
MAD A M, | | 

Race, Mercy and Peace be multiplied upon you: I. received 
your La. Letter, in the which 1 perceive, your Caſe in this 
ld ſmelleth of a Fellowſhip and Communion with the Son of 
d, in his Sufferings : Ye cannot, ye muſt not have a more plea- 
It or more eaſie Condition here, than he had, who through Af- 
jun was made perfect, Heb. 2. 10. We may indeed think, can- 
Gop bring us to Heaven with Eaſe and Proſperity? Who doubts 
be can? But his infinite. Wiſdom thinketh, and decreeth the 


tary, and we cannot ſee a Reaſon of it, yet he hath a moſt 
Reaſon. We never with our Byes ſaw our own Soul, yet we have 


aw <= —— 


Origin 


ce de with you. We would think it a Fleſſing to our Kirk to fee 


aal; vc ſee manie Rivers, but we know not their fitſtspring and 


are come to the other ſide of the Water, and have ſet do vn your 


r 
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original Fountain, yet they have a beginnin 


g. Madam, when vo 
Foot on the Shore of glorious Eternitie, and look back again tothe 
Waters, and to your weariſom Journie, and ſhall fee in that cle 
Glaſs of endleſs Glory, nearer to the bottom of Gop's Wiſdom; ye 
ſhall then be forced ro ſay, If God had deneotherwiſe with me thay jy 
hath dene, I had never come to the enjoyment of this Crowy of Clory, 
It is your part now to belieye, and ſuffer, and hope, and wait on; 
for I proteſt in the preſence of that All-diſcerntng Eye, who knoy: 
eth What T write, and what Ithink, that 1 would not want theſyert 
Experience of the Conſolations of God, for all the bitterngſy 
Affliction: Nay, whether Gop come to his Children with aul 
or a Crown, if he come himſelf with it, it is well: elm; 
welcome Jeſus, what way ſoe ver thou come, if we can get aſthty 
thee, and ſure J am, it is better to be ſick, providing Chriſt comet 
the Bed-ſide, and draw by the Curtains, and ſay, Coxrage, Ian th 
Salvation, than to enjoy Health, being luſtie and ſtrong, andnexet 
to be Viſited of Gov, Worthy and dear Lady, in the Strength 0 
Chriſt, fight and overcome: Ye are now your alone, but je m 
have, forthe ſeeking, three always in your companie, the Father 
on, and Holy Spirit: I truſt they are near you. Le are non de 
prived of the Comfort of a lively Miniſtety, ſo was Iſrael in thei 
Captivitie 3 yet hear Gop's Promiſe to them, Exek. 11. 1 
Therefore ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Although ] have caft themfa hay 
off among the Heathen. and although I have ſcattered them ann 
the Comntries, yet will I be to them as « little Sanctuary), in the Com 
tries where they (hall come : Behold a Sanctuary, for a Sanduarig 
Gov himſelf in the Place and Room of the Temple of Jeraſaln 
1truſt in Gop, carrying this Temple about with you, ye ſhall ſee] 
havah's Beaut ie in his Houſe. We are in great Fears of a greatat 
fearful Trial to come upon the Kirk of Gov : For theſe, who ol 
build their Houſes and Neſts upon the Aſhes of mourning Jeraſal 
have drawn cur King upon hard and dangerous Concluſions, agal 
ſuch, as are termed P8#ritans, for the rooting of them out. 0 
Prelates (the Lord take the Keys of his Heuſe from theſe Baſu 
porters) aſſure us. that for ſuch as will not Conform, there i160 þ you 
thing but Imprifonment and Deprivation. The Spoute of [clus 
ever be in the Fire, but I truſt in my Gov, ſhe ſhall not conlm 
becauſe of the Goodwill of him who dwelleth in the Buſh, fot 
dwelleth in it with Good-will. All ſort of crying Sins withoutcd 
troulment abound in our Land, the Glorie of the Lond is depatti 
from Iſrael, andthe Loxp is looking back over his Shoulder, toi 
if anie will ſay, Lord tarry, and no Man requeſteth him to eoftnc 
cotiupt and falſe Doctrine is openlie Preached by the Idol-ſhepit no fort 
of the Land. For my elf, 1 have daily Griefs, through ties 
obedience unto, and contempt of the Word of Gop. I was all 
moned before the High Commiſſion by a profligate perſon ink 
Pariſh, convicted of Inceſt : lui the Buſineſs, Mr. Alexander 
vill ( for reſpect to your La:) was my great Friend, — 
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iſt, 95 Las. 4 337 
nthe Day of my Compearance, the Sea and Winds refuſed t 


Alexander Colwill with two lines of a Letter, My Wife now, 


o. on the Sabbath with great difficultie : I am not able either to 
TE. or Examine the Congregation, The Lord Jeſus be with your 
0 "PR 32 55 . ; 

m Anweth, 26 June Tour La: at all ebedi- 
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MADAM, | | | | 
T Aving Saluted you in the Lonp JESUS, I thought it my Duty, 
having the occaſion of this Bearer, to write again unto your. 
La: though I have no new Purpoſe, but what I wrote of be- 
let ye cannot be too often awakned to go forward toward 
City, ſince your Way is long, and ( for anie thing ye know) 
Day is mort; and your LokD requireth of you, as ye advance 
EW: :r5, and Real forward inſenſiblie towards Eternitie, that your 
may grow and ripen for the Loxp's Harveſt 3 for the great 
u end- man giveth a Seaſon to his Fruits, that they may come to 

ritie 3 hd having gotten their fill ot the Tree, they may then 
aken and gathered-in for his Uſe ; whereas the Wicked rot 
the Tree, and their Branch ſhall not be green, Fob 15. 32, 33. 
hat] ſhake off his upripe Grapes as theVine, and ſhall caſt off his 
er as the Olive. It is Gop's Mercis to you. Madam, that he 
2 you your fill, even to loathing, of this bitter World, that ye 
0 villinglie leave it, and like afuſ and fatisfied Banqueter, long 
"* drawing of the Table: And at laſt, having trampled undes 
Fect, all the rotten Pleaſures, that are under Sun and Moon, 
laving rejoyced as though ye rejoyced not, and having bought 
ouch ye poſſeſſed not, 1 Cor. 7. 30. ye may, like an old 
eShip, arrive at your Lon p's Harbour, and be made welcome, 


ng for that Place, where your Soul ſhall Feaſt & Banquet for ever 


ö E Je ſhall ſee the fair Face of the Man CHRIST ; even the 
8 iful Face, that was once, for your Cauſe, more marred than 
the Viſages of the Sons of Men, Iſa. 5. 2, 14. and was all 
ed vith Spitting and Blood: Be content to wade through the 
| RE Waters 


- 


oſt kind Letter to me: The Lerd give him Merey in that Day, 


e balſage to the Biſhop of St. Andrews. I intreat your La: thank 


er long Diſeaſe and Torment, for the ſpace of a Year and a 
ech, is departed this Life: The Lony hath done it, bleſſed be 
ame. I have been Diſeaſed of a Fever tertian for the ſpace © 
\ WW icteen Weeks, and am yet in that Sicknels, ſo that I Preach but 


e of tnoſe, who have ever had one Foot looſe from this Earth, 


leb upon a glorious ſight of the incomprehenſible Trinitie, and 
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2339 »y Mr. Ratherfoord's Epil. . 10 
Waters betwixt you and Glorie with him, holding his Hand fai and! 
for he knows all the Foords: Howbeit ye may be Duckt, yet ec: Whe 
not Drown, being in his Companie : And ye may all they þ hall 
Glorie, ſee the Way bedewed with his Blood, who is tie Toten been 
Be not afraid therefore, when ye come even to the black and l. pel. d 
ling River of Death, to put in your Foot and wade after him; ü Soul, 
'» Current how ftrong focver cannot carrie you down the Water hun Br 

Auw 


Hell 2 The Son of God, his Death and Reſurre tion are Stephi 
Hones and a Stay to you: Set down your Feet by Faith uponih 
Stones, and go through as on Dry-land : if ye krew whit h. 
Preparing for you, ye would be too glad; he will not (it made 
give you a full Draught till ye come up to the Well- head, andi 
yea drink abundantlis of the pure River of the Water of Liſt t 
proceedeth out from the Throne of Gop and from the Lamb, . 
22. 1. Madam, tire not, wearie not, I dare find you the $9 
Gop Caution, when ye are got up thither, and have caſtenyouh 
to view the golden City, and the fair and never-withering Tre 
Life, that beareth twelve manner of Fruits everie Moneth, yel 
then ſay, four and twenty Hours abode in that Place is wotththy 
{core and cen years Sorrow upon Earth: If ye can but ſay, ye 
earneſtlie to be carried up thither (as 1 hope, you cannat 
ſbame deny him the Honour of having wrought that Deſire in 
Soul,) then hath your LoxD given you an Earneſt ; And, . 
do ye believe that our Log willloſe his Earneſt, and re of thel 
ain, and change his Mind, as if he were a Man that can li, 
the Son of Man that can repent? Nay, he is Unchangeable, 
the ſame this year that he was the former year: And his Son {kl 
who upon Earth ate and drank with publicanes and Sinners 
ſpake and conferred with Whores and Harlots, and put out his i 
Hand, and touched the Lepers filthie Skin, and came evermotei 
Sinners, even now in Glory, is yet that ſame Loxd : His H 
and his great Court in Heaven hath not made. him forget bis 
Friends on Earth: In him, Honeurs change not Manners, 
be doth yet deſire your Companie : Take him for the od 
and claim ſtill Kindneſs to him, and ſay, 0h it is ſo, he is nichnif 
but I am changed: Nay, it is a part of his unchangeable 1, 
and an Article of the new Covenant, to keep you that je 
| diſpone him, nor ſell him: He hath not played faſt and luſen 
us, in the Covenant of Grace; ſo, that we may run from lk 
our pleaſure : His Love hath made the Bargain ſurer than ſo 
jrsus as the Cautioner is bound for us, Heb, 7. v. 22. Audit 
not ſtand with his Honour, to die in the burrows, ( as we uſeto 
and loſe thee, whom he nuft render again to the Father, un 
mall give up the Kingdom to him;Conſent and ſayAmen totit 
miſes, and ye have {caied that Gop is true, and Chriſt 155d 
This is an eaſie Market: Ye but look on with Faith 7 fot 
{uffered all, and paid all. Madam, fearing I be tedious to fun 
I muſt top here, deſiring always to hear that your La. 1s 
chat ye have ſtill your Faceup the Mountain, Pray for wi! 
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and for Zion, whereof ye are a part: We expect a Trial: 
>. Wheat in this Land muſt go through Satan's Sieve, but their 
\ hall not fail. I am ſtill wreſtling in our Loxp's Work, and 
been Tried and Tempted with Brethren, who look awry to the 
del. Now he that is able to keep you until that Day, preſerve 
soul, Bodie and Spirit. and preſent you before his Face with 
-n Bride, ſpotleſs and blameleſs. 


Anweth Nov. 26. Your La: to be commanded always 


| 1631, | in the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
TY WY Ip 


if grieved exceedinglie that your Le: ſhould think, or have 
uſe to think, that ſuch as love you in Gor, in this Countrie, 
orgetful of you: For my ſelf, Madam, I owe to your La: all 
ences of my high Reſpe& ( in the ſight of my Loxr, whoſe 
Ah | preach, I am bold to ſay it] for his rich Grace in you: 


and the Presbyterial Exercife (as the Bearer can inform your 
| hindered me to ſee you : And tor my People's ſake ( find- 
hem like hot Iron, that cooleth being out of the Fire, and that 
jable to no Work) I do not ſtir Abroad, neither have I left 
1at all, ſince your La: was in this Countrie, ſave at one time 
, about two Years ago 3 yet I dare not ſay but it is a Fault, 
beit no defect in. my Affection: And I truſt to make it up 
n, ſofoon as poſſiblie I am able to wait upon you. Madam, I 
no new Purpoſe to write unto you, but of that which 1 think, 
which our Lonxp thinketh needful, that ene thing, Mary's good 
which ye have choſen, Lab. 10. 42. Madam, all that Gop 


agſt the Sons of Adam: There are none fo poor, as that they 
lay in his Face, He bath given them nothing; But there is 
mall Odds betwixt the Gifts given to lawful Bairns, and to 
ds: And the more greedie ye are in ſuiting, the more wil- 
he is to give, delighting to be called Open-handed' : 1 hope 
La: laboureth to get Aſſurance of the ſureſt Patrimonie, even 
himſelf : ye will find in Chriſtianitie, that Gop aimeth in all 
ealirgs with his Children, to bring them to a high Contempt 
nd deadlie Feud with the World- ; and to ſet an hi gh Price upon 


cometh 
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Communion put off till the end of a longlome and Rainie Har- 


; both himſelf and the Creatures, he is dealing and parting 


and to think him one who cannot be bought for Gold, and 
uc orthie the fighting for: And for no other cauſe, Madam, 

the Loxb withdraw from you the childiſh Toys and the earthlie 
gitsthat he giveth unto others; but that he may have you. 
lie to himſelf ; Think therefore of the Lon, as of one who. 
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cometh to wooe you in Marriage, when ye are in the Furngee. j 


000M 


ſeeketh his Anſwer of you in Affliction, to ſee if e will ſay, Ee ham! 
T take him: Madam, give him this Anſwer pleaſantlie, and in v d- we 
Mind do not ſecretlie grudge nor murmure: When he is Hs in 
you in Love, beware to ſtrike again: That is dangeroug ; Mtebi 
thoſe who ſtrike again, ſhall get the laſt blow : If I hit not ll Wilde 
the right String, it is becauſe I am not acquainted with you; Mivirne! 
reſent Condition; But I believe, your Le! goeth on rod Gri: 
aughing, putting on a good Countenance before the World, andy Expe! 
yecarrie Heavineſs about 'with you : Ye do well, Madam re Pri 
make them Witneſſes of your Grief, who cannot be Curers of eſerve 
But be excecding charitable of your dear Lon D. As there bel ding: 
Friends Worldlie, of whom ye will not entertain an ill Thoyjy 
far more ought ye to believe good evermorè of your dear F An 


that lovelie fair Perſon, F ESUS CHRIST. The Thors is one oft 
moſt curſed and angrie and crabbed Weeds, that the Earth yields 
and yet out of it ſpringeth the Roſe, one of the ſweeteſt (mel 
Flowers, and moſt delightful. to the Eye, that the Earth hah 
Your Lon ſhall make Joy and Gladneſs out of your Afflictions; f 
all his Roſes have a fragrant ſmell, Wait for the time, when h 
own holie Hand ſhall hold them to your Noſe ; and if ye a0 
have preſent Comfort under the Croſs, be much in Prayer; fo 
that time your Faith kiſſeth Chriſt, and he kifleth the Soul, 4 
O if the Breath of his holie Mouth be ſweet ! 1 dare be Canis 
out of ſome ſmall Experience, that ye ſhall not be beguiled ; f 
the World ( yea, not a few number of Gop's Children) kn 
not well what that is, which they call a God-head ; But Main 
eome near to the God-head, and look down to the bottemof i 
Well, there is much in him, and ſweet were that Death to drow 
ſuch a Well: Your Grief taketh libertie to work upon your Min 
when ye are not buſied in the Meditation of the ever-delightingu 
all- bleſſed God-head. If ye would lay the Price ye give out (uli 
is but ſome feẽ Years Pain and Trouble) beſide the Commoditie 
are to receive, ye would ſee they are not worthie to be laid ini 
Ballance together; but it is. Nature that maketh you look what 

give out, and weakneſs of Faith that hindereth you to ſee ut 
Mall take in. Amend your Hope, and friſt your faithful Lom 
while; he maketh himſelf your Debter in the new Covenant, 
is Honeſt, take his Word, Nabum 1. 9. Aſſtictions ſpall nit ſn 
up the ſecond timo. Rev. 21. 7. He that evercemeth ſhall inherit 
| things, Ot all things then which ye want in this Life, Malu 
am able to ſay nothing, if that be not believed, which ye h 
Rev. 2. 7. and Rev. 3. 5. The Overcomer ſhall be lth 
white Raiment, &c. and ver. 28+ To the Overcomer I will givt ll 
with me ou my Throne, as I overcame and am ſet down with my Fal 
in his Throne. Conſider, Madam, if ye are not high up no, 
far in the palace of ouc LoxDy, when ye are upon a Throne in 
Raiment, at lovelie Chriſt's Elbow. O thrice Fools are vt, 
like new born Princes weeping in the Cradle, know not that 15 
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iſ, 11. Letters, © 341 
dom before them! Then let our Lonb's ſweet Hand ſquare us 
'bammer us, and ſtrike off the Knots of Pride, Self. love, and 
Id. worſuip and Infidelitie, that he may make us Stones and 
us in his Father's Houſe, Rev. 3. 12. Madam, what think ye 
te binding with the fair Corner: ſtone, Jeſas? The Lon give 
Wildom to believe and hope, your Day is coming I hope to 
neſs of your Joy, as I have been a Hearer and Beholder of 
Grief. Think ye much to follow the Heir of the Crown, who 
Experience of Sorrous, and was acquainted with Grief, Iſa. 53. 
re Pride to aim to be above the King's Son: It is more than 
leere, that we are equals in Glorie, in a manner. Now com- 
ding you to the deareſt Grace and Mercie of Gop, I reſt, 


U 


S Anwoth, Jan, ; Tour La: at all obedience is 


Tr ny Lady KENMURE. 
N D A M, 19 | es 
Nderſtanding, alittle after the writing of my laſt Letter, of the 
gains of this Bearer, I would not omit the Opportunitie of re- 
memoring your La: ſtill harping upon that String, which in 
whole Life-time is never too often touched upon, not is our 
on well enough learned, that there is a neceſſitie of advancing 
Wc way to the Kingdom of Gop, of the contempt of the World, 
nying our ſelf, and bearing of our Loxp's Croſs, which is no 
peedful for us, than dailie Food: And among manie Marks 
nbi ve arc on this Jourr.ie, and under Sail toward Heaven, this is 
te hen the Love of Gob ſo filleth our Hearts, that we forget to 
and care too much for the having or wanting of other things; 
ne extreme Heat burneth out another. By this, Madam, ye 
, ye haye betrothed your Soul in Marriage to Chriſt, when ye 
oke but ſmall reckoning of all other Suiters or Wooers 3 and 
nt, np ye can (having little in Hand, but much in Hope) live as 
dung Heir, during the time of his Non- age and Minoritie, be- 
eu ontent to be as hardlie handled, and under as preciſe a reckon» 
(any 5 Servants 3 becauſe his Hope is upon the Inheritance? For 
u cauſe God's Bairns rake well with ſpoiling of their Goods, Heb. 
3 4. knowing in themſelves, that they have in Heaven abetter, 
1! V-" codnring Subftance. That Day that the Earth and the Works 
Fat ein ſhall be burned with Fire, 2 Per. 3. 10 your hidden Hope 
Pour hidden Lite ſhall appear: And therefore ſince ye have not 
1 VO ante years of your endleſs Eternitie, and know not how ſoon 
le above your Read will rive, and the Son, of Manwill be ſeen 
eee leads of Heaven, what better and wiſex courſe can ye take, 
I | 1 | than 


£ 
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1/9: 
than to think that your one Foot is here, and your other tom u 1.2 
Life to come, and to leave off loving, deſiring, or griey;,, abe 
the Wants, that ſhall be made up, when your Lon aud ye H¹j bor 
and when ye ſhall give in your Bill, that Day, of all yo; 11m 
here? if your Loſſes be not made up, ye have place to che 
the Almighty, bur it ſhall not be ſo : Te ſbal! then vejor my | 
wnſpeakeble and full of Glory, and your Joy ſhall none take Fas . 


Joh. 16. 22. It is enough, that the Lord hath promiſed ygy 
Things, onlie let the time of beftowing them be in his own? 
It is not for us to ſet an Hour glaſs to the Creator of Time, fc 
and we differ onlie in the Term of Payment : Since he bak! 
mited Payment and we believe it, it is no great matter, we vil 
that in his own Will, as the frank Buyer, who cometh near ion 
the Seller ſeeketh, uſeth at laſt to refer the Difference tohi;y 
and ſo cutteth off the coprſe of mutual Frigging. Madan, 0 
Prig with your Frank-hearted and gracious Lokp, about ther 
of the fulfilling of your Joys: It will be, Gop hath ſaid it, liz 
Harveſt, wait on upon his Whisſenday. His Day is better thin 
Day, he putteth not the Hook in the Corn, till it be Ripe ang 
eared : The great Angel of the Covenant bear you compaie 
the Trumpet ſhall found, and the Voice of the Archangel aw 
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the dead, Ye ſhall find it your onlie Happineſs, under zh, and 
thing diſturbeth and croſſeth the Peace of your Mind, in this, w4o 
to love nathing for it ſelf, but onlie Gop for himſelf ; ti uch 
crooked Love of ſome Harlots, that they love Bracelets, Ear: jour: 
and Rings better than the Lover that ſends them: Goy wilo ſee 
ſoloved ; for that were to behave as Harlots, and not as thee Laway 
Spouſe, to abate from our Love when theſe things ate pulli ¶ o con 
Our Love to him ſhould begin on Earth, as is ſhall be in HearvenWWſo of t 
the Bride takes not by a thouſand Degrees ſo much delight i our $ 
Wedding Garment, as ſhe doth in her Bridegroom ; ſo ve, I ma: 
Life to come, howbeit clothed with Glorie as with a Robe, now j; 
not be ſo much affected with the Glorie, that goeth about ng: 
with the Bridegroom's joyful Face and preſence. Maden, che 
can win to this here, the Field is won; and your Mind, fu 7e 
thing ye want, or for anie thing your LoxD can take from you, Wick 14: 

- ſoon be calmed and quieted 2 Get himſelf as a Pawn and keep fire 


till your dear Loxp come and looſe the Pawn, and rueupa 
and give you all again that he took from you, even athou 
Talents for one Penie: It is not ill to lend Gop willinglie, 
otherwiſe both will and may take from yon againſt your vill : 
ood te play the Uſurer with, and take in, inſtead of Ten « 
undred, an Hundred of Ten, often an Hundred'of One, M 

- fearing to be tedious to you, I break oft here, commending 
(as Itruſt to do, while I live) your Perſon, Ways, Burdety 
all that concerneth you, to that Almighty, who is able to be 
and your Burdens : I ſtill remember you to him, who vill 
you one Day to laugh. I expect that, whatever ye can do h) 
ot Deed, for the Lonp's Ftriendleſs Zion, ye will de it: 8 
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5 > 8 er 247 
ber, forget her not; forthe Leo intendeth to melt and 
Land, and it is high time we were all upon our Feet, and 
about to try, what Elaim we have to Chriſt: It is like the 
exx00m will be taken from us, and then we thall mourn : Dear 
"move nat, elſe take ns with thee « Grace, Grace be with you 
vel. | | | 


* 


wth, 14 Jan. War La: as all antiful obe- 
8 dienc e, S. R. 


Tomy Lad) K E N M U RE. 


MAD A N, . | 

Our La: will not (I know) wearie nor oftend, though 1 
trouble you with manie Letters; the memorie of what Obli- 
zations 1am under to your La: is the cauſe of it, I am poſ- 
elmpert inent in what I wiite, becauſe of my Ignorance of your 
nt Eſtate: Zut for all that is ſaid, L have learned of M. W. D? 
e have not changed upon, nor wearied of your ſweet Maſter, 
and his Service; neither were it your part to change upon 
who refteth in his Love. Ie ate among Honourable Companie 
ch as affect Grandout and Court. But, Madam, thinking 
Jour Eſtate, I think I ſee an improvident Wooer coming too 
to ſeek a Bride, becauſe the is Contracted alreadie, and pro 
{away to another; and ſo the Wooer's Bucking and Braverie 
ocometh to you, as who bat he) is in vain: The outward 
pofthis buſie Wooer, a beguiling World, is now eoming in to 
your Soul too late, when ye have promiſed away your Soul to 
ſt manie years ago. And I know, Madam, what Anſwer ye 
now juſtlie make to the late Suiter, even this, Te are tee long 
ing: my Soul, the Bride, is away already, and the Contracł 


lil to him. Honamrable Lady, keep your firſt Love, and hold 
i Match with that Soul-delighting Lovelie Bridegroom, our 
„ ſweet Jeſus ; fairer than all the Children of Men, the Roſe 


Garden; there is none like him: I would not exchange 
their ſilly feckleſs Heaven in this Life, enyie them not; but 
ne ule toſpeak ) or caſt at all things and diidain them, ex- 
vill be content, that ye be here devoutlie proud, and ill to 


0 4s oue that contemneth all Husbands but himſelf? Either 
vil ass Son or no Husband at all: This is humble and worthie 


foolio 


ei ſabſcribed, and I cannot chuje, but I wnſi be Honeſt and 


an, and the Faireſt and ſweeteſt Smelled Roſe, in all his Fa- 
mile of his lovelie Face with Kingdoms. Madam, let others 
ur Soul, like aarrewing and miſlearned Child, cake che Dorges, 


one onlie ; either Chriſt or nothing: Your Welbeloved, 


l on; What have ye to do to dallic with a whoriſh and 
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$44 Mr. Naher foords Big, 
fooiiſh World? Your jealous Husband will not be coftert 
look by him to another: He will be jealous indeed and gend. 
ye kiſs another but himſelf, What Weights do burden yay, ;;,, 
I know not ;̃ butthink it great Mercie, that your Lozy fm 
Youth hath been hedging in your out- ſtray ing Affections, that t 
may not go. a whoring from himſelf : If ye were his Bafyy 


t Nurture you ſo: If ye were for the Slanghter, ye, y 

Done tied: But 9 ye 2 his Wheat growing in out L He 
Field, Match. 13. v. 25, 38. And if Wheat, ye muſt go und 
Lozy's threſhing Inſtrument, in his Barn-floor, and throw 

Sieve, Amos 9. v. 9. And through his Mill to be bruiſed, x d { 

Prince of your Salvation, Jeſus, was, Iſa. 53. 9. that yeny N 
found good Bread in your Loxy's Houſe. Lord Feſus, my | * 
ſpiritual Hasbanury, and ſeparate you from the C haf, that e 
ide the Wind I am perſwaded, your Glaſs is ſpeading it apoui 
little and little, and if ye knew who is before you, ye would ry | 

jn your Tribulations. Think ye it a ſmall Honour to ſtand beforj 4 | 
Throne of Gop and the Lamb, and to be clothed in White, af "whe 
be called to the Marriage ſupper of the Lamb, and to be ledi ge i 
Fountain of living Waters, and to come to the Well head, 4 | 
Gop himſelf, and get your fill of the clear, cold, ſweet, refred 4 
Water of Life, the King's own Well; and to put up your omſ 1 
tul Hand to the Tree o Life, and take down and eat the ſve 4 
Apple in all Gop's Heavenlie Paradiſe, Jeſus Chriſt, your Life = 
your Loxp ? VU your Heart, ſhout for Joy, your King is cont 4 
to fetch you to his Father's Houſe. Madam, I am in excedj A 
great Heavineſs, God thinking it beſt for my own Soul thu - 
Exerciſe me, thereby ( it may be) to fit me to be his Mou = 
cthers : I ſee and hear, at Home and Abroad, nothing but mal . 
of Grief and Diſcouragement, which indeed maketh my Life bin 155 
And I hope in Gop never to get my will in this World: And li 8 
pect ere long a fierie Trial upon the Church, for as nur her 
moſt in England and Scotland, as manic falſe Friends to Chiti. r. 
+ as manie pulling and drawing, to pull the Crown off his holie f _ 
and for fear that our Beloved ſtay amongſt us (. asifhis _ | 
more deſirable than himſelf ) Men are bidding him go cc 4 
Lodging. Madam, if ye have apart in fille friendleſs Zion, ( ky 
I know ye have) ſpeak a word on her behalf to Gop _ 1 15 
ve can do nothing elſe, ſpeak for Jeſus, and ye — hr yh . 
Witneſs ag tinſt this declining Age. Now from my verie Sou * = 
and leaving you on the Lozp, and deſiring a part in Tang a 
[ as my Lonp knoweth 1 remember you } 1 _—_ oy j = 
Bodie, Spirit, and all your Neceſſities to the Hands 0 out La luce; 
and remain for ever. 2} e 
eb | | h d be 0 
| $ L. I Tour La: in your [mes M | 
_— Feb 3z Feſws and mine, S, R, * f 
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Jo ny Lad) K EN MU RE. 


MADAM, 
He Cauſe of my not writing to your La: is not my Forgetfulneſs 
of you, but the Want of the Opportunity of a convenient 
Bearer ; for I am under more than a imple Obligation to be 
d (ia Paper at leaſt } to your La: I bleſs our Lox D through 


t Place, where ye have ſeen with your Eyes, that which our Loxp's 
thtaught you before, to wit, that worldlie Glorie is nothing but 
pour, a Shadow, the Foam of the Water, or ſomething leſs and 
ter, eyen nothing; and that our Loxp hath not without Cauſe 
in his Word, i Cor. 7. 31. The Countenance or Faſhion of this 
la paſſeth away. In which Place, our LoxbD compateth it to am 
ze in a Looking-glaſs, for it is the Lodking-glaſs of Adam 


but a Picture indeed; for true Honour is to be great in the Sight 
ob: and others ſee in it the Shadow of Riches, and but a ſhadow 
ed; for durable Riches Rand as one of the Maids of Witdom 


weet TA N 

fo herleft Hand, Trov. 3. 16. and a third Sort fee in it the Face of 
ned P/raſures, and che Beholders will not believe, but the Image 

ol {ee in this Glaſs is a living Man, till the Loxp come and break 

tC la's in Pieces, and remove the Face, and then, like Pharagk 


kened, they ſay, And behold it was a Dream Iknow your La; 
keth your {elf little in the common of this World, for the fa- 
able Aſpect of anie of theſe three painted Faces; and bleſſed 


d 18" Lonp that it is ſo! the better for you: Madam, they ate not 
Men lie to be Waoers to Sute in Matriage your Soul, that Looks ta 
|, 'gner Match than to be married upon painted Clay. Know 
en tote, Madam, the Place, whither our LORD Jisus cometh to 


a bride, it is eren in the Furnace : for if ye be one of Zo7's 
ters (which Jever put beyond all Queſi.on, ſince Ifirit had 


the Lon b who hath his Fire in Zion, and his Furnace in Forwe 


fan: 

bye 7 37. 9. is purifying you in the Furnace, And therefore 
ii ent tolive in it, and everie Day to be adding, and fowing to x 
Dent to your Wedding Garment, that ye may be at laft decored & 


ned as a Bride for Cux1sr, à Bride of his own Buskinę, beauti- 
tie hidden Man of the Heart, forgetting your Father's Houle, 
the King gieatlie deſire your Beautie, P/el. 45. 11. If your 
ge not Changed, (as I hope ye are not] I believe ye eſteem your 
mm \ be of thoſe, whom Gov hath Tricd theſe manie Years, and 


Ithers vant, and ye have in this Cale : Suca as ate in Profperitie 
KFated with Earthlie Joys, and encicaled with Children and 
: KR : Friends, 


pt, 15; Letter) 348 


it, who hath brought you home again to your Countrey, from 


s: Some come to the Glaſs, and ſee in it the Picture of Honour, 


lion to ſee in your La: ſuch pregnant Evidences of the Grace of 


d as Silver, But, Madam, 1 will ſnew your La: a Privilege 
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written Comforts and his hearty Commendations, in the 


346 Mr. Rut herfoord's Epift, b 


Friends, though the Word of God is indeed written to ſuch forthe 
323 8 (vho are in Trouble) ſpare me. Mae. 


[nftruction, yet to you OY 
2 ſay thus, (from whom the Lord hath taken manie Children, an 


whom he hath exerciſed otherwiſe ) there are ſome Chapter 


ſome particular Promiſes in the Word of Gop made, in amof þ 
cial Manner, which ſhould never have been yours, ſo as they 10 


are, if ye had your Portion in this Life, as others: and therefyr 


all the Comforts, Promiſes and Mercies, Gop offereth to the AM; 
Qed, they are as many Love-letters written to you; take them 

you, Madam, and claim your Right, and be not Robbed. It is 
ſmall Comfort, that Gon hath written ſome Scriptures to you, wi 
he hath not written to others; Fr ſcem rather in this tobe Emie 
than Pitied, and ye are indeed in this, like People of anche 


World, and thoſe that are above the ordinary Rank of Manbin 


whom our Kine and Loxp, our Bridegroom Jeſus, in his Loye-len 
to his welbeloved Spouſe, hath named, beſide all the Reſt, = 
6 ( 

iah, verſ. 4, S. Pſal. 147. 2, 3. to you: Read theſe and! 
the and wink your Gop is like a Frien „that ſendeth a Letterty 
whole Houſe and Familie ; but ſpeaketh in his Letter to ſomeb 
Name, that are deareſt to him in the Houſe : Ye are then, Mats 


of the deareſt Friends of the Bridegroom. If it were lawfvl, I wa 


Envie you, that God Honoured you ſo above manie of his d 
Children. Therefore, Madam, your patt is, in this Caſe (ſei 
Gop taketh nothing from you, but that which he is to ſupplieni 
his own Preſence) to deſire your LokD, to know his own Room, x 


take it even upon him to come in, in the Room of dead Childre 


JEHOVAA knows thy own Place and take it te thee, is all ye hart 
Yay. Madam, I perſwade my ſelf, that this World is to youan 

couth Inns, and that ye are like a Traveller, who hath his Za 
upon his Back, and his Staff in his Hand, and his Feet upontl 
Door threſhold ; Go forward, Honourable and Elect Lady, int 
Strength of your Loxp (let the World bide at Home and keep 
Houle) with your Face toward him, who longeth more for a Sigl 
you, than ye can do for him: ere it be long he will ſee us. 10 
to {ee you Laugh as chearfullie After-noon, as ye have Moum 
Before-noon: The Hand of the Lox, the Hand of the Lond 

with you, in your Journey. What have ye to do here? This isnotjq 


Mountain of Reſt 7 ariſe then and ſet your Foot up the Mount 
| $9 up out of the Wilderneſs leaning upon the Shoulder of jou 


oved, Cant. 8. v. 5. If ye knew the Welcome that abideth f 
when ye come Home, ye would haſten your Pace; for ye ſal 
your LoRD put up his own Holie Hand to your Face, and vipe 
Tears from your Eyes; andItrow, then ye ſhall have ſome id 
Heart. Madam, Paper willeth me to end before Affection. 

member the Eſtate of Zion, pray that Jeruſalem may be as Ziths 


; 3 Ch. 12. 3. A burdenſome Stene for all, that whol 


oweth down to Roll the Stone out of the Way, may hurt andb 
the Icynts of their Back, and ſtrain their Arms, and 4% 
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viſt, 1. Letters. 347 
oulder-blades 5 and pray FEHOY 4H, that the Stone may lie ſtill 
irs own Place, and keep Bend with the Corner-ſtone, I hope it ſhall | 
10 he is a Skilled Maſter-builder who laid it. I would, Madam, 
nder great Heavineſs be Refreſhed with two Lines from your Lay 
nich| refer to your own.Wiſdom. Madam, I would ſeem Unduti- 
not to ſhew you, that great Solicitation is made by the Town of 
rirkendbright, for to have the uſe ef my poor Labours amongft 
dem: if the LonD ſhall call and his People cry, who am I to reſiſt; 
ut without his ſeen Calling, and till the Flock, whom I new Over- 
i, be planted with one, to whom 1 dare Intruſt Chriſt's Spouſe, 

2 old nor Silver, not Favour of Men, I hope, ſhall not looſe me. I 
= aye your La: praying more earneſtlie for Grace and Mercie to be 
> ith you, and multiplied upon you, here and hereatrer, than my Pen 
— an exprels. The Loxp Jeſus be with your Spirit. | 


1 Kirkeu abrig ht. Your La: at all obedience in 
* | the LORD, S. KR. 
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"i To my Lady K E N MUR E. 

1e uit M AD A My 3 7 1 

m Aving ſaluted you with Grace and Mercy from Gop our Father, 
ildren and from our LoxD Jeſus Chriſt, I long both to ſee your La: 
have! and to hear how it goeth with you; I do remember you, and 


nanu reſent you and your Neceſſities to him, who is able to kee you, and 
Zuufhreſent you Blameleſs before his Face with Joy : and my prayer to 
dont Lon p, is that ye may be Sick of Love for him, who died of Love 
nr you, 1 mean, your Saviour Jeſus; And O fweet were that Sick- 
eſs to be Soul-ſick for him! Anda Living Death it were, to die in 
de Fire of the Love of that Sou'-leyer, Feſ#s! And Madam. ifye- 
ve him, ye will keep his Commandments; and this is not one of 
je leaſt, to lay your Neck chearfullie and willinglie under the Yoke 
f Jeſus Chriſt ; For I truſt your La: did fiſt Contract and Bargain 
ththe Son of Gop, to follow him upon theſe Terms, that by his 
race ye ſhould endure Hard-fhip, and ſuffer Affliction as the Soul- 
letof Chriſt: They are not worthie of Jeſus, whe. will not take a 
low for their Maſter's fake. For our Glorious Peate-maker, 
hen he came to make up the Friendſhip betwixt Gop and us, God 
uſed him, and Free him, the ſinful World alſo did beat him, 
dd Crucitic him; yet he took Buffets of both the Parties: And Ho- 
Fur to our Lob Jeſus, he would not leave the Field for all that, till 
had made Peace betwixt the Parties. 1 perſwade my ſelf, your 
Feiings are but like your Saviour's (yea incompatablie leſs and 
phtet) which are called but a bruiſing of bis Heel, Gen. 3. 15. a 
ound far from the Heart: Tomy Life is hid with Chriſtin GOD, Cel. 
+» And therefore ye cannot be Robbed of it. Our Lox wo 
| N let 


249 Mr. Rwtherfoord's  Tpif, Ig 
leth us, as Fathers do their young Children; they lay up Jedi 
a Place, above the Reach of the ſhort Arm ot Barras. elſe Bum 
would pat up their hands, and take them down, and lotethem ſg, 
So hath our Loxv done with our Spiritual Life, Jeſus Chiiſtis the 
high Coffer, in the which our LoxpD hath hid our Life, we Chilge, 
are not able to reach up our Arm foligh, as to take downtha1s 
and loſe it; it is in our Chriſ:”s Hand: O, long, long may ]eſy he 
Loxp Keeper of our Life! and Happie are they that can, withj, 
Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 1. lay their Soul in Pawn in the Hand of Jeſus, tg 
he is able to keep that. which is committed in Pawn to him, ag inf 
that Day. Then Madam, ſo long as this Life is not hutt, aloe 
Troubles are but Touches in the Heel : I truſt ye will ſoon be quel 
Je know, Madam, Kings have ſome Servants in their Court, thy 


receive not preſent Wages in their Hand, but live upon their Hye, ® 
The KING of Kings alſo hath Servants in his Court, that foci. . 
preſent get little or nothing, but the heavie Croſs of Chriſt, Trouble . 
without, and Terrours within; but they live upon Hope; vheni nahe 
comes to the part ing of the Inheritance, they remain in the had il 10 
as Heirs : It is better to be ſo, than to get preſent Payment, and on! 
Bortion in this Life, an Inheritance in this World, [ Gop forgin : * 
me, tha: I ſhould honour it with the Name of an Inheritance, ti rer 
rather a Farm-roem ] and then in the End to be caſten out of don! 
Houſe, with this Word, Ye have received your Conſolation, ye ui dfay 
Jet ne more. Alas! What get they? The Rich Glutton's Heaven he i 
Oh but our Loxy, Zeke 16. maketh it a fillie Heaven! He fs, c 
well ¶ ſaith our Lord] and delicately every Day: Oh no mote! AH de 
lie Heaven? Trulie no more, . that he was clothed in PH aue. 
and that is all. I perſwade my ſelf, Hadam, ye have Joy, when 1Miſaze 
think, that your Lokxp hath dealt more Graciouſlie with your me 
Ye have gotten little in this Life, it is trùe indeed: Ye have then Me Ge 
more to ctave; yea ye have all to crave : For except ſome Taſtig th n. 
of the Firſt- fruits, and ſome Kiſſes of his Mouth, whom yeurs 0 ha 
Joveth, ye get no more; But I cannot tell you what is to come; Mall cc 
I may ſpeak as our LoxoD does of it. The Foundation of the Cors al 
is pure Gold, clear as Cryſtal: The twelve Ports are ſet with precio at oui 
Stones: if Orchards and Rivers commend a Soil upon Earth, tha d (cat 
is 4 Paradiſe there, wherein groweth theTree of Life. that bears tuei live 
manner of Fruits everie Moneth, which is ſeven {core and four Her, 
veſts in the Year: and there is there, a pure River of Water of rde 
proc-eding out of the Throne of Gop and of the Lamb: as anc 
the Citie hath no need of the Light of the Sun or Moon, or of Wh, er 
Candle, for the LoxD Cop Almighty, and the Lamb is the Lig the \ 
thereof. Madam, believe and hope for this, till ye ſec and ei the 
Jelus is ſaying in the Goſpel, Come and ſee; and he is come dovniiiWpken 
the Chariot of Truth, wherein he rideth through the Walz ted 
to Conquer Mens Souls, Pſal. 45. 4. and is now in the won ban 
ing, Nhe will go with me * will ye go ? My Father will male) y 
make. 


welcome, and give eu Honſe-reom ; ſor in my Father's Hop 
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| any dwelling places: Mad am, conſent to go with him. Thus! reſt, | 
ommending you tO Gor's deareſt Mercy, | f 
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Tomy Lady K E N MU RE. 
,, : ö | 
Am afraid now, ( as many others are) that at theſitting down of 
our Parliament, our Lokp Jxsus his Spouſe ſhall be roughlie 
handled : And it muſt be 1s, ſince falſe and declining Scetland, 
hom our LozD took off the Dunghill, and out of Hell, and made 
fait Bride to himſelf, hath broken her Earth to her ſweet Husband, 
nd hath put on the Forehead of a Whore : and therefore he faith he 
ill remove: would Gop, we could ftir up our felves to lay hold, 
pon him, who, being highlie provoked with the Handling he hath 
et with, isreadieto Depart, Alas, we do not Importune him by 
rayer and Supplication, to abide amongſt us! If we could but weep 
don him, and in the Holie Pertinacie of Faith, wreſtle with him, 
nd ſay, We will net let thee go, it may be that then, he, who is eaſy 
be Intreated, would yet, notwithſtanding of our high Provocati- 
15, condeſcend to ſtay, and feed among the Lilies, till that fair 
d defirable Day break, and the Shadows flee away. Ah! What 
uſe of Mourning is there when our Gold is become dim, and the 
iſage of our Nazarites, ſometimes whiter than Snow, is now be- 
me blacker than a Coal, and Levi's Houſe, once comparable to 
ne Gold, is now changed, and become like Veſlels, in whom he 
th no Pleaſure? Madam, think upon this, that when our Lozp, . 
o hath his Handkerchiet to wipe the Face of the Mourners in Zion, 
all come to wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, he may wipe 
urs alſo, in the paſſing, amongſt others. I am confident, Madam, 
at our Loxb will yet build a new Houſe to himſelf, of our rejected 
d ſcattered Stones: for our Bridegroom cannot want a Wife: Can 
live a Widow? Nay, he will embrace both Us the little young 
et, and the elder Siſter The Church of the Fews; and there will 
de 4 Day of it: and therefore we have caute to Rejoyce, yea to 
gand Shout for Joy, The Church hath been ſince the World be- 
b, ever hanging by a ſmall Threed, and all the Hands of Hell, and 
the Wicked have been drawing at the Threed ; but Gov be thank+ 
they onlie break their Arms by pulling, but the Threed is nos 
den; for the ſweet Fingers of ChRIST our LokD have ipun and 
ted it: LORD held the Threed whole, Madam, ſtir up yout 
band, to lay hold upon the Cdvenant, and to do good. What 

h ne to do with tlie World? It is not his Inheritance: Deſite him 
make Home over, and to put his Hand to lay one Stone or two upon 

Wall of Gop's Houſe, before he go hence, 1 have hoard. alſo, 
=. R 3 Lada 
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Madam, that your Child is Removed: But to have or want i; beſt 

as he plealeth. Whether ſhe be with you, or in Gop's keeping, think 
it all one; nay think it the better of the two by far, that fheisvih | 
him. I truſt in our Lozp, that there is ſomething laid up and kept 
for von; for our kind LoRb, who hath wounded you, will not de 
ſo cruel, as not to allay the Pain of your green Wound; and there. 
fore claim Chriſt fti!l as your own, and own him as your One thin 
So reſting 1 recommend your La: your Soul and Spirit. in Pann 
him who keepeth his Father's Pawns, and will make an Account gf 
them faithfullie, even to that Fairet amongſt the Sons of Men, oy 
ſweet LoD J=svs, the faireſt, the ſweeteſt, the moſt delicious Ro 


- - his Facher's great Field: the Smell of that Role perfume yy > - 
Oul. | 4 85 7 
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To ny Lady K EN MU RE. 


MAD A M, . | 
1 Determined, and was defirous alſo to have ſeen ycar La: buth 
cauſe of a Pain in my Arm I could not. Iknow ye will not in 
pute it to anie unfutable forgetfulneſs of your La: from who 
at my firſt Entrie to my Calling in this Countrey, and ſince alſo, 
received ſuch Comfort in my Affliction, as I truſt in Gop, never i 
forget it, and ſhall labour by his Grace to Recompenſe it, the eil 
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way ex to me, and that is, by preſenting your Soul, Petſofnay h 
Houſe and all your Neceſſities, in Prayer, to him, (whoſe I hope , 
are, and) who is able to- keep you till that Day of Appearance, e Es 


to preſent you before his Face with Joy. I am confident your Ly 


is going forward, in the begun Journey to your Lox, and Fathe 15 
Home and Kingdom; howbeit ye want not Ten: ↄtations within f ebt 
without: And who among the Saints hath ever taken that Cafaf 
without Stroke of Sword? The Chief of the Houſe, our elder h knoy 
ther, our Lord Jeſus, not being excepted, who won his owa HoulWith ! 
and Home, due to him by Birth, with much Blood and manic o pon! 
Your La: fath the more need to look to yout ſelf, becauſe our Lui loiſe 
| hath placed you higher than the Reſt, and your way to Heayen lage 0, 


through a more wild and waſte Wilderneſs, than the way of manie0 
your Fellow Travellers, not onlie through the midſt of this Woods 
Thorns, The cumberſom World, but alſo through theſe dangetdl 
Paths, The vain Gleryefit: The Conſideration whereof hath oft 
moved me to pitie you: Soul, and the Soul of your werthy and nl 
Hausband. And it is moe to you to win Heaven, being Ships 
greater Burden, and in the main Sea, than for little Veſſels, tate 
not ſo much in the Mercie and Reverence of the Storms; becill 
they may come quietlie to their Port by Lanching alongſt the (0% 
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piſt. 16. Letters; 35T 
. the which Canſe ye do much, if in the midſt of ſuch a Tumult of 
aneſs, and Croud of Temptations, ye ſhall give Chriſt Jeſus his 
In Court, and his own due Place in your Soul, I know and am 
erlvaded, that lovelie One cus is deater to you, than many Kings. 
oms; and that ye eſteem him your Welbeloved, and the Standard- 

arer among ten Theuſand, Cant. 15. 10. And it becometh him 
Ill well to take the Place, and the Board head in your Soul, befoie 
Uthe World: Iknew, and ſaw himwith you, in the Furnace of | 
(Mi&ion ; for there he wooed you to-himfelf, and choſe you to be 
is, and now he craveth no other Hire of you but your Love, and 
hat he get no Caule to be jealous of ou. And therefore, Dear and 
thy Lady, be like to the freſh River, that keepeth its on freſh. 
alte, in the ſalt Sea. This World is not worthie of your soul: 
Pire it not a Good-day, when Chriſt cometh in Competition 
Pith it. Be like one of another Countrie z Home and ſtay not; 
Gor the Sun is fallen low, and nigh the Tops of the Mountains, and 
he Shadows are ftretched out tn 2 Length : Linger not by the 
ay : The World and Sin would train you on, and make you turn 
Wide ! Leave not the Way for them, and the Lord FJeſus be at the 
age · Hadam, manie Eyes are upon you, and manie would be 
lad, your La: ſhould ſpill a Chriſtian, and mar a good profe(- 
bur. Lord Jeſus mar their godleſs Delires; and keep the Conſcience 
hae without a Crack. If there be a Hole in it, ſo that it take in 
Vater at a Leak, it will with Difficultie mend again. It is a daintie 
elicate Creature, and a rare Piece of the Workmanſhip of your 
aker; and therefore deal gentlie with it, and keep it intire ; that 
midſt this Worlds Glorie, your La: may learn to entertain Chriſt, 
nd what{oever creature your La: findeth not to ſmell of him, it 
hay have no better Reliſh to you, than the white of an Egg. Ma- 
am, it is apart of the Truth of your Profefiion, to drop words in 
he Ears of your Noble Husband continuallie, of Eternitie, Judg- 
nent, Death, Hell, Heaven, The honourable Profeſſion, The Sins 
his Father's Houſe : He muſt reckon with Gop for his Father's 
debt: Forgetting of Accounts pays no Debt: Nay the Intereſt 
a forgotten Bond runneth up witl: God, to Intereſt upon Intereſt 3; 
know, he looks Homeward and Joveth the Truth ; but I pitie him 
ith my Soul, becauſe of his manie Temptations : Satan layeth 
pon Men a Burthen of Cares above a Load, and maketh a Pack- 
oſeof Mens Souls, when they are whollie ſet upon this World: 
| We owe the Devil no ſuch Service; it were Wiſdom to throw off that 
1401 dad into a Mire, and caſt all our Cares over upon Gon. Madam, 
Voode hink ye have no Child. Subſcribe a Bond to your LoRD, That ſhe 
ger all be his, if he take her, and Thanks and Praiſe and Glorie to his 
hot olie Name, ſhall be the Intereſt for a Years Loan of her: Look 
d or Croſſes, and while it is fair Weather, mend the Sails of the 
ops p. Now, hoping your La: will pardon my Tediouſneſs. 1 re- 
rat ommend your Soul and Perſon to the Grace and Mercie of our 
vec et Lord Jeſus, in whom I am | RR 
1 Anwoth, Nov, 15. Torr La: at all duti ful Obedience 
| 1633, R4 in. Chriſt, S. R. 72 
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Tony Lad) K E NM U RR. 


M AD BR Mz, | 

T yAving received a Letter from ſome of the worthieſt of they 
niſtery in this Kingdom, the Contents whereof I am del 

to communicate to ſuch Profeſſours in theſe parts, as1kn 

love the Beautie of Zion, and are afflicted to ſee the Loxbꝰs Vineyy 
troden under foot, by the wild Boars out of the Wood, who lay 
waſte: I could not but alſo defire your La: help, to joyn with th 
reſt, dei.ring you to impart it to my Lord your Husband, and if! 
Shink it needful, I ſhall write to his Lo as Mr. G. G. mall advent 
me. Know therefore that the beſt affected of che Miniſtety ha 
thought it convenient and neceſſarit, at ſuch a Time as this, th 
all vhs love the Truth ſhould joyn their Prayers together, and ei 
to Gov with Htmiliation and Faſting : The Times which 
agreed upon, are, the two firſt Sabbaths of February next, andt 
fx Days interveening betwixs theſe Sabbaths, as they may cony 
nientlie be had, and the firſt Sabbath of everie Quarter: And tj 
Cauſes, as they are written to me, gre theſe ; 1. Beſides the Diſſteſ 

» oftheReformed Churches Abroad, the manie reigning Sins ( 
Vncleanneſs, Ungodlinefs, and Unrighteouſneſs in this Land, d 
+ preſent Judgments on the Land, and manie mo hanging over 
whereof few are ſenſible, or yet knew the right and true Cauſe 
them 2. Thelamentable and pitiful Eſtate of a glorious Chut 
( inſo ſhort-atime, againſt ſo manie Bonds) in Doctrine, 
crament and Diſcipline, to ſore perſecuted, in the perſons of fait] 
ful Paſtors and Proteſſors; and the Door of Gop's Houle kept 
ſtrait, by baſtard Porters, in ſo much, that worthie Inftrumer 
able for the Work, are held at the Door, the Rulers having tur 
over Religion into Policie, and the Multitude readie to receiyea 
Religion, that ſhall be enjoyned by Authoritie. 3. In our Hun 
liation, beſid es that we are under a Neceflitie of Deprecating Gat Page 
Wrath, and vowing to Gop ſincerelie new Obedience, the We 
neſs, Coldneſs, Silence and Lukewarmneis of ſome of the bel 
the Miniſterie, and tke Deadneſs of Profeſſors, who have lufte 
the Truth both ſecretlie to be ſtollen away, and openlie to beplu 
ed from us, would be confeſſed. 4. Atheiſm, Idolatrie, Proph 
tie and Vanitie would be confeſſed: Our King's Heart recomme 
eck to Gov; and Gon intreated, that he would ſtir up the Nobles: 
the People to turn from their evil ways. Thus, Madam, hop! 


8 * e e — . n cone. ww oa 9 a 
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that your La: will joyn with others; that ſuch a Work be not ſly 15 
ted, at ſuch a neceſſarie Time, when our Kirk is at the Overtuti that 


e look 


j Ll 


ol 
M 
* 


Iwill promiſe to my ſelf your Help, as the Lox in Secrecte 
Prudence ſhall enable you, that your La: may rejoyce ui Wi 


. Lonb's people, when Deliverance ſhall come; for nu 


hiſt, 18. | | | & 0 
umilia-ion come always ſpeed with Gop ? And when Authoritie, 
King, Court, and Church-men oppoſe the Truth, what other Ar- 
our have we but Prayer and Falth? Whereby, if we wreſtle wir 
im, there is ground to hope, that thoſe who would remove the 
urdenſome Stone out of its place, ſhall but hurt their Back, and 
be Stone ſha'l not be moved, at leaſt not removed, Zech. 12. 3. 
race, grace be with you, from him who hath called you to the In 
eritance of the Saints in Light. | 


634. | his ſwee: Lord Feſus, S. R. 


— 


To y Lady K EN MU RE. 
„ 255 pH On Ser 
a LL ſubmiſſive and dutiful Obedience in our LORD JESUS - 
A remembred : Itruſt I need not much intreat your Za: ta 
look to him, who hath ſtricken you at this time; but my Durie, - 


ith Words, Jam perſwaded your Phyſician will not ſlay you, but 
Feou : And —_ he calleth himſelt the Chirurgeon, who 
uketh the Wound and binderh it up again, (for to lance a Wound 
not to kill, but to cure the Patient) Dent. 3 2. 30. 1 Sam. 2. 
Jeb 6. v. 18. Hoſ. 6. 1. I believe, Faith will teach you to 
ls a ſtriking Lok b, and ſo acknowledge the Soveraigntie of Gop 
in the Death of a Child) to be above the Power of us mortal 
en, who may pluck up a Flower in the Bud, and not be blamed 
cit ; If our dear LoD pluck up one of his Roſes, and pull down 
e and green Fruit before Harveſt, who can challenge him? For 
lendeth us to this World, as Men to a Market, wherein ſome 
y mante Hours, and eat and drink, and buy and fell, and paſs - 
tough the Fair, till they be wearie, and ſuch are thoſe who live 
oy, and get à heartie Fill of this Life : And others again come 
Ning in to the Morning-market, and do neither fit nor ſtand, 
Ir buy nor ſell, but look about them a little, and pais preſently 
me again, and theſe are Infants and young Ones, who end their 
it Market in the Morning, and get but a ſhort View of the Fair 
tLozp, who hath numbred Man's Months, and ſer hiin Bounds . 
it he cannot. paſs, Jeb 14. 5. hath written the Length of ous: 
uket, and it is eaſier to complain of the Decree, than to change : 
lrerilie believe when I write this, your Leap hath taught your? 
; to lay your Hand on your Mouth:  But*1 ſhall be far from 
ting your La: or anie others, to caſt by a Croſs like an old uſeleſs 
b that is onlie for the Fire, but rather would wiſh, each Craſs 
elooked in the Face ſeven times, and were read over and over: 
P It 15 the Meflenger of the Lozp, and ſpeaks ſomething,., 
Ks Man of ning will keaz.the Rod and him that has 
| . | ap* 
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Anwot h, Jan. 23. Yowr La: at all ſubmiſſive obedience in 


nthe Memorie of that Comfort 1 found in your La: Kindneſs, . - 
ben l was no leſs heavie, ina Caſe not unlike that, ſpeaketh to me, 
play ſomething now: And Iwiſh I could eaſe your La: at leaſt 
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| ' _ howbeitwithno Noiſe of Feet, Your Husbandman and Loxy hat 


= ay your La: to grow as a falm- tree on Gop's Mount Zion: hot 


—— 


g of yourg 


it hath been and dailie is creeping nearer and nearer to yourſelf, 


| lopped off ſome Branches alreadie, the Tree it ſelf is to be try 
Planted to the high Garden; in a good time be it, our Lon tige 
your La: all theſe Croſſes [ and i weed when 1 remember the 
they are heavie and manie : Peace, peace be the end of then 
are to make you White and Ripe for the Loxp's Hayveſf. bool. 
have ſeen the Loxp weaning you from the Breaſts of thigWorld 
It was neyer his Mind, it ſhould be your Patrimonie, and Gop b 
thanked for that; ye look the liker one of the Heirs : let th 
Moveables go, why not? They are not yours : Faſten your C 
upon the Heritage; and our Lord Jeſus make the Charters (ure, an 
beit ſhaken with Winds, yet the Root is faſt. This is all I candy 
to recommend vour Caſe to your Loxp, who hath you vritten 
tune Palms of his Hands. If I were able to do more, your La: ma 
believe me, that gladlie. I would, I truſt ſhortlie ta ſee your Ly 
Now he who hath called you, confirm and ſtabliſh your Heart j 
Grace unto the Day of the Libertie of the Sons of Goo. 


| _Ardwell, April 28, Your La: at all ſubmiſſive Oben 
| 1633. in his ſweet Lord Foſus, 8. X 


To my Lad) K E N MU RE. 


y very Noble and worthy Lady, 8 

CO otr as I call to mind the Comforts, that 1 my ſelf, apo 
) friendleſs St ranger, teceived from your La: here in a ſtay 
part of the Countrie, when my Loxp took from me the Delight 
mine Eyes, as the word ſpeaketh, Exek. 24. 16. (which Wound 
not yet fullie Healec and Cured ) 1 truſt your Loxp ſhall remem 
that, and give you Comfort now, at ſuch a Time as this, wher 
your deareſt Loxp hath made you a Widow, that ye may be He © 
Woman for Chriſt, who is now ſuiting for Marriage- love of j! 
and therefore ſince you lie. alone in your Bed, let Chrift be eu 

Bundle of Myrrhe, to oo and lie all the Night betwixt od; 
Axcaſts, Cant 1, 13, And then your Bed is better filled than bei 


— 
.* 


CCC 355 
nd ſeing, amongſt all Croſſes ſpoken of in our Loxy's Word, 
this giveth you a particular Right to make GoD your Husband, 


Bob's Meccie out of this Viſitation: And albeit I muſt out of ſome 


by Gop's OWN Mouth the heavieſt Worldlie Sorrow, Foe! 1. 8. and 
though this be the weightieſt Burden, that ever lay upon your Back; 
et ye know (when the Fields are emptied, and your Husband now 
ſleep in the LoRD ) if ye ſhall wait upon him, who hideth his 
Face for a while, that it lieth upon Gop's Honour and Truth, to 


me intreat you in the Bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, and by the Comforts 
of his Spitit, and your Appearance before him, let Gop and Men 
Wand Angels now fee what is in you: The Loxp hath pierced the 


our Faith and Patience be ſeen, that it may be known, your onlie 


our whole Love upon him, he alone is a ſuitable Object for your 

Love, and all the Aftections of your Soul: Gop hath dried up one 
hannel of your Love, by the Removal of your 2 Let now 

hat Speat run upon Chriſt, Your Lord and Lover hath graciouſlie 


monds that are raiſed, at the Inſtance of the Terrible Sin-revenging 
judge ofthe World, againſt the Houſe of Kenmure, And 1 dare 


mike you a fair carved Stone, in the high upper Temple of the new 
Jeruſalem. Your LokD never thought this World's vain painted 


Moveables go; the Inheritance is yours: Le are a Child of the 
Houle, and Joy is laid up for you: It is long in coming, but not 


ren that ye have laid ſuch Strength upon the Holie One of Iſrael, 
that ye defie Troubles; and that your Soul is a Caſtle that may be 


'orld never looked like a Friend upon you, ye owe it little Love, 
| It looked ever ſowre- lik upon you: Howbeit ye ſhould wooe it, it 
Aci not match with you; and thereſore never ſeek warm Fire under 


ſtlan 5 


Yound 


tbe yourt the Root from periſhing things, and hunting after you, to 
At . 


« 


( which was not ſo yours, while your Husband was alive) read 


perience ſay, the Mourning for the Husband of your Youth, be, 


fill the Field, and to bs a Husband to the Widow: See and conſider 
then what ye have loſt, and how little it is. Therefore Madam, let 7 


Veſſe!, it will be known whether there be in it Wine or Water: Let 


k » 
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Beloved fiſt and laſt hath been Chriſt; And therefore now, ware 


aken out your Husband's Name and your Name, out of the Sum 
lay, that God's hammering of you from your Youth, is onlie to 


orie a Gift worthie of you; and therefore would not beſtow it on 
you, becauſe he is to propine you with a better Portion: Let the 


he worſe tor that. I am now expecting to ſee, and that with Joy 
and Comfort, that which I hoped of you, ſince I knew you fullie; 


belieged, but cannot be taken. What have ye to do here? Thie 


| fold Ice ; This is not a Field where your Happineſs groweth ; it 
igt op above, where, Rete 7. 9. there are a great Multitude, which 
mo Man can number of all Nations & Rindreds, & People, & Tongues, 
mem anding before the Throne and before the Lamb, clethed with white 
where 0, and Palms in their Hand:: What ye could never get here, 
de e mall find there. And withal conſider, how in all theſe Trials, 
of Je and trulie they have been manie ) your Loxp hath been looſing 


—— — —— —— — —— — -. 


vip your Soul: Madam, for the Son of Gop's fake, let * 
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— — 


to Heaven; and if your La: were through this Water, there areth 


by On- waiting, to make your Acquaintance with Death, whid 


Heaven as a little Child, in whom there is little Haughtinels aq 


| Lord would have you thinking it but drie Breaſts, full of Win 


— — 


miſs his Grip, but ſtay and abide in T.,e Love of Gop, as Jag; (aith 
. 21, Now, Madam, 1 hope your L: will take theſe Ling 
good part; and wherein I have fallen ſhort & failed to your La in ng 
evidencing what I was obliged to your more than undeſeryed1,p 
and ReſpeR, 1requeſt for a full Pardon for it. Again, my 4, 
and Noble Lady, let me beſeech you to lift up your Head, tor the 
Day of your Redemption draweth near: And remember, thats 
that hined in Galleway is now ſhining in another World. Non 
pray that Gop may anſwer his own Stile to your Soul, and that 
may be to you the GOD of all Conſo/ations, Thus I remain 


Anweth, Sept. 14. Te Joes La: at all dutiful obedirgi 
1634. in the Lord Jeſus, S. N 
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| To ny Lady KENMURE 


M AD 4 N, | 5 3 

A LL dutiful Obedience in our Loxd remembred. I know yea 
now near one of thoſe Straits, in which ye have been before 
But becauſe your ourward Comforts are fewer, I pray hin 
whoſe ye are, to ſupplie what ye want, another way: For hoy 
beit we cannot win to the Bottom of his wiſe Providence, who mel 
all; let it is certain, this is not onlie good, which the Almighti 
hath done, but it is beſt: And he hath reckoned all your dt 


fewer behind; and if this were the laſt, I hope your Ls: hath leame 


being, to the Loxp, the Woman's Seed, Feſws, onlie a blood as v 
Heel, and not a broken Head, Ges. 3: 15. cannot be ill to i ercie 
Friends, who get far ſeſs of Death than himſelf : Therefor 
Madam, ſeing ye know not but the Journey is ended, and ye es ca 
come to the Water-ſide, in Gop's Wiſdom, look all your Papers: 
your Counts, and whether ye be readie to receive the Kingdom t He 


much Humilitie. I would be far from diſcouraging your La: bit 
there is an abſolute Neceſſitie, that near Eternitie, we look ere uur L 
leap, ſeing no Man winneth back again to mend his Leap. 14 
confident your La: thinketh often upon it, and that your old Cui 
mall go before you and take your Hand 3 His Love to you will u. 
grow ſowre, nor wear out of Date, as the Love of Men, uli 
groweth Old and Gray-haired often before themſelves. Ye have 
much the more reaſon to love a better Life than this, becauſe ti eat 
World has been to you a cold Fire, with little Heat to the Bodie &“ 
little Light, and much Smoke to hurt the Eyes. But, Madam, Jol 


and empric of Food. In thus late Viſitation, that hath betalkpſ* 


— * — 


e haye ſeen Gob's Love and Care, in ſuch a meaſure, that 1 
ought, our LoxD brake the ſharp point off the Croſs, & made us and 
ur Las ſee Chriſt take Pofleſſion, and Intefrment upon Earth of 
m. who is NOW 1 and Triumphing with the Handred Forty 
1 Fear Thouſand, who ſtand with the Lamb on Mount Zien. I 
now, the Sweeteſt of it is Bitter ro you; but your Lonp will not give 
n painted Croſſes 2. He paireth not all the Bitterneſs from the 
o neither taketh he the ſharp Edge quite fram it; then it 
ould be of your wailin and not of his, which ſhould have as little. 
eaſon in it, as it ſhould have Profit for us. Onlie, Madam, Gon 
.mmandeth you now to believe, and caſt Anchor in the dark Night, 
ad climb up the Mountain: He who hath called you, eſtabliſh 
1and confirm you to rhe End. Ihad a purpoſe to have Viſited 


e whar my Companie could profit you: And this hath broken off 
37 Purpoſe, and no other thing. I Know manie Honourable Friends 
1 Worthie profeſſours will ſee your La: and that the Son of Gap 
aith you, to whoſe Love and Mercie, from my Soul, I recom- 
jend your La: and remain 8 | | 


oi | Aruwoth, Nov. 29. Tour La: at all dutifel Obedience, in 


fore | 16349 | his ſweet | ard Feſms, S. * 
how 
ruletl 


1 Tom Lady K E N MU RE. 
b 5 | 1 
wo MAD A M, : 


— 


which received your La: Letter from J. G. thank our Lord, ye are 
Joos well, at leaſt, as one may be, who is not come Home : It is a 
to iI ercie in this ſtormie Sea, to get a ſecond Wind; for nom of the 


reforMWMſints get a firſt, but they muſt take the Winds, as the Loxb of the 


ye as cauſeth them to blow; and the Inn, as the Loxd and Maſter of 


ers1 elnns has ordered it: If Cortentment were here, Heaven were 
om t Heaven. Whoever ſeek the World to be their Bed, ſhall at beft 


ls Cit ort and ill made, and a Stone under their Side to hold them 
a: baking, rather than a ſoft Pillow to ſleep upon. Ye ought to bleſs. 
ere ur Log, that it is not worſe : We live in a Sea, where manie 


19 ne ſuffered Shipwrack; and have need that Chrift fit it the Helm 
Cui the Ship, it is a Mercie towin to Heaven, though with much 


xill nc d Toll and heavie Labour, and to take it by Violence, 31! and 


big may be : Better go ſwiming and wet through our Waters, 
e en drown by the Way ; eſpeciallie now when Truth ſuffers, and 


le m err Men bid Chriſt fat lower, and contract himſelf in leſs Bounds, . 
ei it he took too much Room. I expect our new Prelate ſhall trie 
1, 10088) Sitting. 7 hang by a Threed; but it is (if I may ſpeak ſod 


Wia Chriſt's ſpinning: There is no Quarrel more Honeſt or Honour 
þ ſe 


dur La: But when Ithought better upon it, the Truth is, I cannot 


o dun to ſuffer for Truth: But the worſt is, that this Kick is 


„%% 
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| Py Mr. Rutherforrd's © Epil. 


like to fink, and all her Lovers and Friends ſtand afar of ne 1 
Mourn with her, and none Mourn for her, But the Loid Jeſus , 
not be put out of his Conqueſt ſo ſoon, in Scotland 1 it yi 
ſeen, the Kirk & Truth will riſe again within threeDeys,and Chi 
again ſhall ride upon his white Horſe ; howbeit his Horſe ſeeri 
to ſtumble, yet he cannot fall: The Fulneſs of Chriſt's Hare 
the End of the Earth is not yet come in: Iſpeak not this, been 
I vould have it fo, but upon better Grounds than my naked Likin 
But enough of this ſad Subject. I long to be fullic aſſured of 5, 
La: Welfare, and that your Soul proſpers, eſpeciallie now inf 
ſolitarie Life, when your Comforts outward are few, and yh 
Chriſt hath you for the verie Up-taking. ' I know, his Love to if 
is ſtill running over, & his Love hath not ſo bad a Memotie a8 tof 
get you, and your dear Child, who hath two Fathers in Heaven, 
one the Ancient ef Days. I truſt in his Mercie, he hath ſometh; 
laid up for him above, however it may go with him here. 7 knd 
it is long ſince your La: ſaw this World turned your Step mak 
and did forſake you. Madam, ye have reaſon to take in goody 
alean Dinner and ſpare Diet, in this Life, ſeing your large di 
of the Lamb's preparing will recompenſe all: Let it go, whichy 
never yours, but onlie in Sight, not in Propertie, the Time ofy 
Loan will wear ſhorterand ſhorter, and Time is meaſured to poi 
Ounce-weights; And then Tknow, your Hope ſhall be a full Ex 
Corn, and not blaſted with Wind ; It may be your Joy, thatyd 
Anchor is ug within the Vail, and that the Ground it is caſt upon, 
not falſe but firm. Gop hath done his part, Thope ye will not deg 
to Fiſh and fetch Home all your Love to himſelf, and it is butt 
narrow and ſhort for him, if it were more ; If ye were bef 
pouring all your Love ( if it had been manie Gallons more) in ij 
yout LoxD, if Drops fell by in the In pouring, he forgiveth jc 
He hath done now all that can be done,to win beyond it all,andh 
left little to wooe your Love from himſelf, except one onlie Chil 
What is his Purpoſe herein, he knoweth beſt, who hath tak 
your Soul in Tutouring : Your Faith may be boldlie charitable 
Chriſt, that however Matters go, the worſt ſhall be. 4 fired Ita 
ler, and aj ey fal and ſweet Welcome home; The Back of — 
ter · night is broken; Look to the Eaſt, the Day-skieis bieakin 
Think not that Chriſt loſeth Time or lingreth unſuitablie. Of 
fair, and ſweet Morning! We are but as Sea-paſlengers, it ae! 
look right, we are upon our Countrie-coaſt ; our Redeeme you ; 
faſt coming, to take this old Worm-eaten World, like an old Ha bre. 
eaten Garment, in his two Hands, and to roll it up, and lay it Mut of 
him, Theleare the laſt Days, and an Oath is given, Rev. 10. 
God himſelf, that Time ſhall be no s’ e: And when Time it fene, 
Old and Gray-haired, it were good we were away. Thus, Maia" th R 
ye ſee] am, as my Cuſtom is, tedious in my Lines; you La: a 
pardon it. The Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit. | 
Anwoth, Jan. 18, "Torr L.: 4t all abel Ir Four 
4636. | in chriß, &. Rt 0 


— — 


if, 22, 23 Letter. 359 


Tr — 22 _ — 


Right honboura ble, 


Cannot find a Time for writing ſome things I intended on Job, 
have been ſo taken up with the Broils that we are incumbred 


allow our Light over, and digeſt it, contrary to our Stomachs, 
beit we ſhould vomit: our Conſcience and all, in this trouble- 
me Conformity; or then he will trie, if Deprivation can con- 
tusto the Ceremonial Faith, I vrite to your La, Madam, not as 
inſting your Affect ion, or Willingneſs to help me, as your La: 


1 able by your ſelf or others, but to advertiſe you, that I hang by 
* mall Ake : For our learned Trelate, becauſe we cannot ſee 
0 th his Eyes, ſo far in a Milſtone as his Light doth, will not follow 


Maſter, meek Jeſus, who waited upon the wearied and ſhort- 
eathed in the way to Heaven : And where all ſee not alike, and 
me are weaker, he carries the Lambs in his Boſom, and leadeth 
'F tly thoſe that are with young. But we muſt either ſce all the 

, ilof Ceremenies to be but as indifferent Straws, or ſuffer no leſs 
an to be caſten out of the LOR D's Inheritance. Madam, if 1 
d time, I would write more at length, but your La: will pardon 
m 2 till a fitter Occaſion. Grace be with you and your.Child, and 
ar you Company to your beſt Home. | : 


bo Anwoth, June 8. | war La: in bis ſweet Lord 
odh 1636. Feſus, S. R. 
Chi . F N | 
able oP | | | 8 | 
7 EARLESTOWN Elder. 


Much hanenred Sir, es 

Bae heard ot the Mind and Malice of your Adverſaries againſt 
emer ou: Its like they will extend the Law they have, in Length 
| Mol Breadth, anſwerable to their Heat of Mind; but it is a great 
ay it WW" of your Glory, that the Cauſe is not yours, but yous LOR D's 
, 10, om ye ſerve : And I doubt not, but Chriſt will count it his 
it lei onder, to back his weak Servant; and it were a Shame for him 


de in the Common of ſuck a poor Man as ye are, and that ye ſhould 


your Maſter Chriſt, and keep the Count what ye give out, whether 
pane, Credit, Goods, or Life, and ſuſpend your Reckoning till 


with in our Calling: For our Prelate will have us either to 


vithReverencetO his holy Name ) that he ſhould ſuffer himſelf 


le out for him, and not get in again: Write up your Disburſmenrs 


n 
— — 8 


au the Evening, and remember that a poor weak Servant of 
= only Chriſt 


” 4 8 
„% („» „é ² ?Z·2A—? ·ͤ 2 2 


2 
W . 


ſelf ſo much the mote obliged to him, and fear not, for he 14 


behold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Priſon, that ye maybe 


| Jeſus, who aiſo became the Son of Man, that he might take dt 


drunken us down, Jeraſalem will be à Cup of Trembling an 


for the Victory. Sir, ye were never Honourable till now: 
is your Glory, that Chriſt has put you in the Roll with himſelf, 


260 Mr. Rather foord * Epit 
Cimiſt wrote it to you. ye {bail have Chriſ, 4 King, Cantim f. 
In- comes and all year Loſſes: Reckon not from the Fote-noon: 
the Word of Gop for your Warrant; and for Chriſt's 4g of 
exry, howbeit Body, Life and Goods go for Chriſt yourLoxy, 
though ye ſhould lo'e the Head for * yet Late 21. 1g, 1 
fball not one Hair of your Head periſh. v. 19. In patience ther 
poſſeſs your Son: And becauſe de are the firſt Man in Gall 
called out, andQueſtioned for the Name of Jeſus, his Eye 
been upon you, as upon one whom he deſigned to be among 
W.tnefſes : | Chriſt hath faid, Alexander Gordon ſhall. lia 
Ring in Witneſſing a good Confeſſion ; and therefore he hath py 
Garland of Suffering for himtelt firſt upon your Head: Think 


his right Hand on yeur Head: He who. was dead and is aliyg 
plead your Cauſe, and will look attentively upon the Proceſs 
the beginning to the End, and the Spirit of Glory ſhall ref 
you; Rev. 2. 10. Fear none of theſe things which thou ſpalt 


and ye ſhall have Tribulation ten days: Be then faithful unt 
Death, and Iwill we thee the Crown of Life» That lovely 


for you, write the Croſs-ſweetning and Soul-ſupporting ſeal 
theſe Words in your Heart. Theſe rumbling Wheels of Scot 
ten Days. Tribulation are under his Look, who hath ſeven Eyes 
2 Houſe on your Head, and flip your ſelf by Faith inunderCh 
Wings. till the Storm be over: And remembe: when they 


Poiſon, Zech. 12. 2. Thev ſhall be fain to vomit out the Saint 

Juda b, v. 6. Shall be a'Hearth of Fire in a Sheaf, and they 

Aevony all the people reuꝝd about, on the right Hand and on thi 

Wo to Zien's Enemies; they have the worſt of it; for we have the 
MA: 
Race, 


Con 
allo 
ad! 


the reſt of the Vitneſſes, who are come out of great Tribu 
and have waſhen their Garments, and made them white in the] 
of the Lamb. Be not caſt down for what the Servents of A 
caſt in your Teeth, That ye are a Headto, and Favenrer of it 
ritans, and Leader to that Set: If your Conſcience {ay, 


here is much Din, and little dene (as the Proverb is) becal iy 
have not done ſo much Service to Chriſt that way, as ye mig | 
ſhould : Take Courage from that ſame Tenfpuation ; fol... 
Loxy,Chrift looketh upon that very Challenge, as an hung... 


Defire in you to haye done more than ye did; and that filler ui, 7 


blank, and he will accept of what ye have done in that kin for 
great Men be kind to you, I pray you overlook them; if. they padly 
on you, Chriſt but borroweth their Face, to ſmile through tyour 
n his afflicted Servant: Know the Well-head ; and fe En 
that, learn the way to the Well it ſelf, Thank Gon, that 0 Thr 
o the. 


came to your Aoule in your Abſence, and tock with him ſot 


—— — 


Ws Tae 361 
Children He preſumed that much on your Love, that ye 
4 not offend. and Bowbeir he ſhould take the reſt, he cannot 


of eupon your Wrong-fide : I queſtion not, if they were Chil» 
on, lf Gold, but ye think them well b-ſftowed upon him: Ex- 
18. ad weil too Rods on you, one in your Houſe at Home, another 
de door own rerfon Abroad: Lovethinketh no evil: If ye were 
Cal cnriſbs Wheat, appointed to be Bread in his Houſe, he would 
ye ennd you: Bur keep the midile Line, neither Deſpiſe nor 


nog Heb. 12. 6 Le ſee you Father is homelie with you: Strokes 


lead Father evidence Kin neſs and Care; take them ſo: I ho 
pu. Lonp hath manifeſted himfelf to you, and ſuggeſted theſe or 
unt Wi: choice Thoughts about his dealing with you:? Ie are uſing 


qeak Moyen and Eredit for you, up at our own Court; as we 


Alive we pray the I hear us, and the Son of Man to go Side 
cels e, with you, and Hand in Hand, in the fiery Oven, and to 
* ken and encourage vour unbelieving Heart, when ye Droop and 
g 6 


ond. Sir, to the Honour of Chriſt be it ſaid, my Faith goeth 
my ken now, 1 am pre ſdntlie believing Chriſt ſhal! bring you 
Truth in Scotland ſhall Keep the Crown of the Canſey yet: The 
ts ſhall ſee Religion go naked at N: on- day, free fiom Shame and 
of Men: We ſhatl divide Shecham, and ride upon the high 
ts of Jacyb. Remember : ny obliged Reſpects and Love to my 
Kenmure and her ſweet Child. — 5 


4uweth, July 6. Durs ever in his ſweet Lora 
| 1635,  Feſms, S. R. | 


ang - 2 — — 
they; | _ — — | 

n thi N 55 4 5 

we the Viſcounteſs of KEN MURE. 
aſelf, - | = RR 


MADAM, 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: I know ye are near many 
Comforters, and that the promiſed Comforter is near hand 
alſo; yet becauſe 1 found your La: comfortable to my ſelf, 
lad Days, that are not yet over my Head, it is my part, and 
in many Reſpects ( howbeit I can do little, Gop knoweth, 


a kind ) to ſpeak to you in your Wilderneſs, For, I know, 
* and Noble Lady, this Loſs of your dear Child came upon you, 
du ce and part of it after another, and that ye was looking for 
1 nd that now the Almighty hath brought on you that which ye 
u and that your Lov gave yon lawful, Warning: And I 
hey for his ſake,” who brewed and mixed this Cup in Heaven, ye 
a Badly drink, and ſalute and welcome the Croſs, 1 am ſure, it 
bur Lord's mind to feed you with Judgment and Worm- 
bat end to give you Waters of Gall to drink, Exek. 34. 16 For, 


„know, y aur Cup is ſugared with Mercy, and that the wit he- 
aUtheBloom, the Flower, even the White and Red of hs 
| O'S, 


fo 2 
7 nd ta 
tions 


362 Mr. Rut herfaord's Dall; 
Joys, is for no other end, but to buy ont at the ground th hen 
of your Heart and Love Madam, ſubſcribe to the ai 


| OY. 
Will, put your Hand to the Pen, and let the Croſs oy proph 
Jeſus have your ſubmiſſive and reſolute AMEN. If ye is, 


The 3 
er n 
not f 


whoſe this Croſs is; I dare ſay, it is not all your own, thelyg 
of it is Chriſt's; then your Croſs is no born Baſtard, but ln p 
begotten, It ſprang not out of the Da. Jeb 5 6. If Chii a | 


be Halvers ot this ſuffering, and he ſay. Half mine, wig) *> 
aile you; and I am here right upon the Stile ot the World je ple: 
Phil. 3: 10: The feltowſhip of Chriſt's Sufferings. Col Ham 
remnant Fthe Afflidtiens of Chriſt, Heb. 11: 28: The Retna have 1 


your 
ed up! 
n Atl 
dout 
inkin 
fort 70 
this ( 
hriſt 


Chriſt. It were but to ſhift the Comforts of Gop, to (ar, ch 
had never a Ctoſs as mine, he had never a dead Child, and yt 
is not his Croſs, neither can he in that meaning be the One 
this Croſs : But I hope, Chriſt when he Married ygu, Mai 

and all the Crois and wo Hearts that follow yov, and the Way 
keth no Exception, Iſa. 63: 1: In all their Afflictions he vu ii 
d. Then Chrift bore the firſt Stroke of this Grols, it rebou! 
off him on upon you, and ye got it at the ſecond Hand, andy 


he are Halyers in it; And I ſhall believe for my part, he mind lion 
diſtill Heaven out of this Loſs, and all others the like; fot fil oth | 
_ deviſed it, and Love laid it on, and Chriſt owneth it as his do) 


neff 
Jou, 
ak : 
aſts « 
t mal 
cath 


and putteth your Shoulder onlie beneath a piece of it * Takei 
Joy as no baſtard Crofs, but as a Viſitation of Gop, well don; 
ſpend the reſt of your appointed time, till your Change c 
the Wotk of Believing ; and let Faith, that never yet made il 
you, ſpeak for Gop's patt of it, he will net, he doth not min 
 Seaor aWhale fiſh, that he keepeth you in Ward, Job 7: 1 


be, ye think not many of the Children of Gop in ſuch a h ns 
as your ſelf; but what would ye think of ſome, who wouldem © 
Afflictions; and give you to the Boot; but i know, yoursm le to 
yout own alone and Chriſt's together, I confeſs it ſeemed th yo 
to me, that your Loxv ſhould have done that, which (ena... 
ding out the Bottom of your Comforts Worldlie ; but we {1 ir 


the Ground of the Almightie*s Soveraigntie. he goeth h 
right Hand, and en our left Hand, and we ſee him net: Wi 
pieces of the broken Links of the Chain ot his Providence, 
coggeth the Wheels of his own providence, that we ſee not. | 
the Former work his own Clay, in what Frame he pleaſeth, 
any teach the Almighty Knewledge 2 If he purſue dry Stubbl, 
dare ſay, What &oeff then: do not wonder, to fee the Judge! 
World weave in one Web, your Mercies and the Judgments 
Houſe of Kenmare : He can make one Web of Contratie 
my weak Advice, with Reverence and Correction, were (0 
Dear and werthy Lady, to ſee now far Mottification goeth 
what Scum the Loxp's Fire caſteth out of you. I know, yet 
Knottineſs, ſince our LoxD Whyterh and Heweth and Plaine 
and the glancing of the Furnace is to let you fee, what Scum 
tuſe ye muſt want, and what Fcoath is in Nature, that muſt be 


47 4W En, 363 
and taken off in the Fire of your Trials. I do not ſay, heavier 
dions prophetic heavier Guiltineſs : A Croſs is often but a 
brophet in this kind: But I am fure, our Loxr would have 
rin, and the baſtard Mettal in you, removed, leſt the Lox 
The Ballows are łurnt, the Lead is conſumed in the Fire, the 
er molteth in vain, Jer. 6, 29 And Iſhall hope, that Grief + 
not ſo far {mother your Light, as not to praiſe this fo ne- 
4Dutie, to concor with him in this bleſſed Deſign. I would 
e plead for the Comforter's part of it, nat againſt you, Madam, 
am ſure ye are not his Partie) but againſt your Grief, which 
zyeits own Violent Incurſions in your Soul; and I think it be 
your power to help it: But Imuſtſay, there are Comforts 
ed upon you, and therefore want them not: When ye have 
n arunning-over Soul with Joy now, that Joy will never be 
dout of the infinite Ocean of Delight which is not diminiſhed 
inking at it, or drawing out of it. It is a Chriſtian Art to 
fort your ſelf in the Lord, to ſay, Twas obliged to render back | 
this Child to the Giver, & if I have had oncYears Loan of him, | 
hrift Eternitie's Poſſeſſion of him, the Loxp hath keeped- | 
Jition with me: If my Loxp would not have him and me to | 
doth in one Hour, at Death's Door Threſhold together, it is I 14h 
iſdom ſo to do, I am ſatisfied : my Tryſt is ſuſpended, not if 11 
eee 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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neff, nor given up. Madam, I would I could divide Sorrow 
you, for your Eaſe; but I am but a Beholder, it is eaſie to me 
ik : The Gop of Comfort ſpeak to you, and allure you with 
aſts of Love. My Removal from my Flock is ſo heavie to me, 
t maketh my Life a Burden to me; Thad never ſuch a lon ging 
eath 3 The Lok help and hold up fad Clay. 1 fear ye ſin 
wing Mr. William Dalęliſh from this Countrie, where the La- 
rs ate few and the Harveſt great ; Madam, deſire my Lord 
eto fee for Proviſion to a Paſtor for this poor People. Grace 


thyou, = | 
Girkewabright, ORob. 1. Tear Ls: at all obedience in 1 I'll 

| os C briſt, S. R. 10. 
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ſo the Perſecuted Church in Ireland. 


Kh honoured, reverend and dearly beloved in our Lerd, 
ice, Mercy aud Feace be to you all; 1 know there are many in 
is Nation, more able than I, to ſpeak to the Sufferers for, and 
Vitneſles of Jeſus Chriſt; yet Pardon me to ſpeak a little ro you, 
are called in Queſtion for the Goſpel, once committed to you. 
e je ate not 1gnorant that as Peace was left to you in Chiiſt's 
cum ment, fo the other half of the Teſtament was a Legacy of 
i bs offering, Fob 16,35, Theſe things Thave ſpeken, that in me 
| ye q 
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ye might have Peace; in the World ye ſhall ha ve Trend Bec 
then ye are made Aſſigns and Heirs to a Life=rent of Chtiſpz 00 
think hat fierie Trial no ſtrange thing: For the Lord Jeſus hal 
no Loſer by purging the Profs and Tin out of his Church in lng 
his Winz2-pref, :18but ſqueezing out the Dregs, the Scum, the 
and Refule of that Church. 1had once the Proof of the ſveet i 
and the Honeſt and Honourable Peace, of that flandered thin 
Croſs of our Lord Jeſus: But though (Alas!) that theſe Gil 
Days that then I had, be now in a great part gone, yet I dare ſay,t 
the Iſſue and Outgate of your Sufferings ſhall be the Advantage 
Golden Reign and Deminion of the Goſpel, and the high Glotie 
the neyer-enough-praiſed Prince of the Kings of the Earth, and; 
changing of the Braſs of the Loxy's Temple among you into C 
and the Iron into Silver, and the Wood into Braſs, your Officers, 
yet be Peace, and your Exactors Righteouſneſs, Iſa. 60. v. , 
Your old fallen Walls ſhalt get a new Name, and the Gates of y 
Feruſalem, ſhall get a new Stile, they ſhall call your Walls, $4/ 
em, and your Gates, Praiſe. I know that Depnty, Prelates, Pj 
temporizing Lords, and proud Mockers ot our Log, Crucifier 
_ Chriſt for his Coat, anqall your Enemies, have neither Finger 
Inſtruments of War to pick out one Stone out of your Wall; fore 
Stone of your Wall is Salvation. I dare give you my Royal and Prin 
lie Maſter's Word for it, that Irelaud ſhall be a fair Bride to [el 
and Chriſt ſhall build on her a Palace of Silver, Cant. 8.9 Theieſo 
weep not, as if there were no Hope, fear not, put on Strength, j 
on your beautiful Garments, Ia. 52. 1. Your Foundation fall 
Saphires, 7/a. 54.11, 12. Your Windows and Gates precicus Sto 
Look over the Water and behold and fee, who is on the di la 
waiting for your Landing: Your Deliverance is Concluded, Subſet 
ed and Sealed in Heaven: Your Goods that are taken from you;f 
Chriſt and his Truth's ſake, are bur Arreſted and laid in Pawn, a 
not taken away: There is much laid up for you in his Stote- hol 
whoſe the Earth and the Fulneſs thereof is, your Garments are (hy 
and your Flocks are Feeding in the Fields, your Bread is laid uph 
you, your Drink is brown, your Gold and Silver is at the Bank, a 
the Intereſt goeth on and groweth ; and yet 1 hear, that youtT 
maſters do Rob and Spoil you, and Fine you : Your Priſons (1 
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Brethren.) have two Keys, the Deputy, Prelates and Officers ke I 4 
but the Iron Keys of the Priſon, wherein they put you; but he 
has created the Smith hath other Keys in Heaven, therefore jeg 
not die in the Priſon : other Mens Floughs are labowing for 30 ſing 


Bread, your Enemies are gathering in your Rents. He that is kill 


his Bride, on tuis Side of the Sea in Scotland, is beating herbeſa 7 
the Sea in Ireland, and feeding her with the Bread of Adverlutei 7 


the Water of Afflict ion, and yet he is the ſame Lox to both. Al 


1 fear that Scotland be undone and ſlain, with this great Merci of C 


Reformation, becauſe there is not here that Life of Religion, Up 
ſwerable to the huge Greatneſs of the Work, that dazleth cue 


Eor the Lon is Rejoycing over us in this Land, as the Bridegto0 


Reſoe it, 


2 Letters; — 
pyceth over the Bride, and the Lex D hath changed the Name of 
and; they call us now no more Forſaken nor Deſolate. but our 
[4 is called Heph»zibah and Beulah, Iſa. 62. 4. for the Loy 

ts in us, and this Land is Married to himſelf : thete is now 
oh Way made through our Ziox and it is called the Way of He- 
;, the Unclean ſhall not pats over it, the Wa. 'acing Men, 
oh Fools, ſhall not err in it + the Wilderneſs doth 
orce and Bloſſom as theRoſe: the Ranſomed of the Lozp are 
ned back unto Zion, with Songs and Everlaiting Joy upon their 


ds, Iſa. 35. The Canaanite is put out of our Lon bs Houſe: 


is not a Beaſt left to do hurt (at leaſt profeſſedlie) in all 
Holie Mountain of the Lok D: our Lonb is fallen to wieflle with 


Enemies, and hath brought us out of Egype ; we have the 


noth of an Unicorn, Numb. 23. 22. The Lozy hath eaten up 
cons of Babel. he hath broken their Bones and hath pierced 

through with his Arrows: we take them Captives whole Cap- 
s we were, and we Rule over our Oppreflors, Iſa. 14. 2. It is 
Brick, nor Clay, nor Babel's curſed Timber and Stones. that is 
urſecond Temple: but our Princelie King Jeſas is building his 


ſe all Palace-work and carved S ones it is the Habitat ion of the 


» We do welcome Ireland nd England to our Welbeloved x 
Invite you, O Daughters of Fernſalem, ro come down to our 
bs Garden and ſeck our Welbeloved withus; for his Love will 
ce both you and us: we do ſend you Lovesleiters over the Sea, 


Tqueſt you to come and to Marry our King, and to take part of 


Bed: and we truſt. our Log is fetching a Blow upon the Beaſt and 
Scarlet-colpnred Whore, to the End he may bring in his ancient 
low-wite, dur dear Siſter, the Church of the Fews. O what a 
enly Heaven were it to ſee them come in by this Mean, and ſuck 
breafts of their little Siſter, and renew their old Love with their 
Husband, Chriſt our Loop! They are Booked in Gop's Word, 
Br.de Contracted upon Jeſus : O for a Sight, in this Fleſh of 
e, of the propheſied Marriage between Chriſt and them! The 
vs ot Tarſbiſh and the Iſles mult bring Preſents to our LoxD Ixsus, 
72, 10, And Britain is one of the Chiefeſt fes ; Why then 
we may believe, that our Kings of this Iſland ſhall come in, and 
g their Glorie to the New Fernſalem, wherein Chriſt ſhall 
Il, in the latter Days ? It is our part to pray, that the King- 
s of the Earth may become Chriſt's. Now I Exhort you in the 


D ts us, not to be Diſmaid nor afraid for the two Tails of theſe 


king Fire-brands, the Fierce Anger of the Deputy with Civil 
er, and of the baſtard Pre/ates with the Power of the Beaft; for 
Hall be cut off: They may well eat you and drink you, but thy 
be forced to Vomit you out again alive. If two things were 
lie believed, Sufferings would have no Weight: if the Fellow- 
of Chriſt's Sufferings were well known, who would not gladlie 
part with J:sus 2 For gie and we are Halvers and Joynt- 
ers of one and the ſame Croſs ; and therefore he that knew 
Iuhat Safferings were, as he eſteemed all things but Loſs for 
ih and did judge them but Dung, ſo did he alſo judge of them, 
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that he might know the Fellowthip of his Sufferings, Philiy 
O how tweet a Sight is it, to ſee a Croſs, betwixt Chritt andi, 
hear our Redeemer ſay, at everie Sigh and everie Blow, and ei 
Loſs of a Believer, Ha!f mine! So they are called, the Saferin | 
Chriſt, and the Repraach of Chrift, Col. 2. 24. Heb 11. 2 
when two ate Partners and Owners of a Ship, the Half of thec 
and Half of the Loſs belongeth to either of the two; ſochrs 
our Sufferings is Half-gainer and Half-Joſer with us: fen 
heavieſt End of the black Tree of the Crofs lies on your Load 
falleth firſt upon him, and it but reboundeth oft him upon you; 
Reproaches of them that Reproached thee are fallen upon me, Pq 
9. Your Sufferings are your Treaſuie. and are greater Riches i 
the Treaſures of Egypt, Heb. 11. 26. And if your Croſs come! 
through Chriſt's Fingers, ere it come to you, it receiyeth a | 
Luſter from him, it getteth a Taſte and Reliſh of the King srl 
nard and of Heaven's Perfume; and the Half of the Gain, yi 
Chriſt's Ship full of Gold cometh home, ſhall be yours: ltis 


augmenting of your Treaſure to be rich in Sufferings, to bein _ 
bours abundant, in Stripes above Meaſure, 2 Cor. 11. ver: 21, Tk 
to have the Sufferings of Chriſt abounding in you, 2 Cor: f.; 1 74 
a part of Heaven's Stock: Your Goods are not loſt which,” :c 
have plucked from you, for your Loxp hath them in keeping; Me vi 
are but Arreſted and Seiſed upon, he ſhallglooſe the Arteat: : ak 
ſhall be fed with the Heretage of Jacob your Father, for the lo 3 
of the Loxp hath ſpoken it, Ia: 58. 14. Till I ſhall be inte m 41 
for of the higheſt Palace, and get a Draught of Gloticou teou 
Chriſt's Hand, above and beyond Time, and 33 Death, aan 
- never, it is like, fee fairer Days, than I ſaw under the bleſſed pelo 
of my Lonv's Croſs : His Kiſſes then were King's Kiſſes, H ntair 
Kiſſes were ſweet and Soul-reviving : One of them at that Time tie 
worth Two and a Half (if I may ſpeak ſo } of Chriſt's Wee. Ange 
Kiſſes. O ſweet, ſweet for evermore, to ſee a Role of He al 
_ erdwing in as ill Ground à Hell; and to ſee Chriſt's Lore Gnd 


' Embracements, his Dinners and Suppers of Joy, Peace, Fi 
Goodneſs, Long-tuftering and Patience, growing and ſpringing 
the Flowers of Gop's Garden, out of ſuch ſtonie and curſed Gto 
as the Hatred of the Prelates, and the Malice of their High Con 
fien, and the Antichriff's Bloodie Hand and Heart! Is not here! 


e all it 
vers! 
tie] 
Root 


von 
and Wiſdom ? Is not here Heaven indented in Hell (if 1 my Meet 
ſo) like a Jewel ſet with Skill ina Ring with the Enamle of CiulMeline 
Croſs ? -The Rubies and Riches of Glorie, that groweth up ook: suf 
his Croſs, is beyond telling. Now the blackeſt and hotteſt Me a0. 
and moſt fiery and all-deyouring Indignation of the Judge of Mes ©) 
and Angels, ſhall come upon them, chat deny our ſweet Lord wen 
and put their Hand to that Oath of Wickedneſs, now preſl:d! a] 

| Loky's Coal at their Heart ſhall burn them up both Root and Brat by 


the Eſtates of great Men, that have done ſo, if they do not Rept 
ſhall conſume away, and the Ravens ſhall dwell in their Houſes 
their Glorie ſhall be Shame. O for the Lonp's ſake, ks 


dels 


the) 


» 
*. 
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ft, nd fear not Man that ſhall die, and wither as the Graſs 3 
Deput's Bloom ſhall fall, and the Prelates ſhall caſt their Flous® 
ind the Eaſt Wind of the Lokp, of the Loxp Strong and Mighty, 
blaſt and break them: Therefore fear them not, they are but 


Is, that can neither do Evil nor Good. Walk not in the Way of 


e People, that ſlander the Footſteps of our Royal and Princelie 
"red King Jeſus, now riding upon his white Horſe in Scotland: 
HOYA be your Fear. That Decree of Zion's Deliverance, 
ed and ſcaled up be fore the Throne, is now ripe, and ſhall bring 
| a Child, even the Ruine and Fall of the Pre/ates black Kings 
andthe Aztichriſ's Throne in theſe Kingdoms: the Loxy has 


1 and he fhall make an End. Who did ever hear the like of thiz> 


re Scotland travailed, ſhe brought forth; and before her Pain 


ie, ſhe was delivered of a Man- child, Iſa: 66: 7, 8. And when 


;done, {uppoſe there were no Sweetneſs in our Loxp's Croſs, yet 
Sweet for his ſake, for that Lovelie One, Jeſus Chriſt 5 whoſe 
wn and Royal Supremacie is rhe Queſtion this Day in Great Bri- 


'betwixt us and our Adverſaries : and whowould not think 


 worthie of the Suffering for? what is burning quick? what is 


king of our own Heart. blood? and what is a Draught of melted 


d, for his Glorie? leſs than a Drink of cold Water to a thirſtie 
p, if the right Price and due Value were put on that Worthie, 


thieprince Jeſas. O who can weigh him! Ten thouſand thou- 
Heavens would not be one Scale, or the half of the Scale of the 


lance, tolay him in. O black Angels, in Compariſon of him! 


lim and dark and lightleſs Sun, in regard of that fair Sun of 
hteouſneſs ! O feckleſs and worthleſs Heaven of Heavens, when 


| ſtand beſide my Worthie and Loftie, and High and Excellent 
beloved! O weak and infirm clay Kings! O ſoft and feeble 
untains of Braſs, and weak created Strength, in regard of our 
phtie and Strong LoxD of Armies! O fooliſh Wiſdom of Men 


Angels, when it is laid in the Ballance beſide that ſpotleſs ſub- 


tial Wiſdom of rhe Father ! If Heaven and Earth and ten 
land Heavens, even round about theſe Weavens that now are 

all in one Garden of Paradiſe, decked with all the faireſt Roſes, 
ers and Trees, that can come forth from the Art of the Al- 
tie himſelf ; yet ſet but our one Flower, that groweth out of 
Root of Jeſſe, beſide that Orchard of Pleaſure, one Look of 
„ one View, one Taſte, one Smell of his ſweet od. head would 
pite1e exceed and go beyond the Smell, Colour, Beautie and 
ſelineſs of that Paradiſe. O to be with Child of his Love, and 


duffocate (if that could be) with the Smell of his Sweetneſs, 


a lgeet Fill and lovelie Pain. O worthie, worthie Loyclineſs ! 
ls of the Creatures and more of Thee! O open the Pallage of 
Well of Love and Glorie on us, dry Pits and withered Trees! 
a Jewel and Flower of Heaven! IF our Beloved were not mii. 
a by us, and unknown to us, he would have no Scarcitic of 
ders and Suiters, he would make Heaven and Earth both ſee, 
ley cannot quench his Love, for his Love is a Sea 1 O to be 


. a thouſand 
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ai.vuſand Fathoms deep in this Sea of Love! 
mote Excellent than Heaven: 
Souls and Spirits of the Glorified, is but a Creature, 
thing, and a great Something, more than a Creat 
Life were it fo fit beſide this Well of Love, and Drin 
Sing and Drink, and then to have Deſires and Soul-: 
and extended out manie thouſand Fathoms in Length and Biead 
to take in Seas and Rivers of Love! I earneſtlie deſiteto recommy 
this Love to you, that this Love may cauſe you to keep 500 
mandments, and to keep clean Fingers, and make clean peer, i 
ye may walk as the Redeemed of the Lob, Woe, X 
that put on his Name, and ſhame thi 
and prophane Lite : 


of Chriſt : 


LORD Irsus 


Anwoth, 1639. 


Mr. Naher fads 


Tour Brother and Companion ini 
Kingdom and Patienceof Feſus Chriſt, &. 


for Heaven, as it co 


k and Sin \ 7 
culties ſttetch 


woe be toth 
s Love of Chriſt, with a1; 


] their Feet, Tongue, and Hands, and p: 
give à ſnameleſs Lye to the Holy Goſpel, which they profeſs, || 
Rech you in the Loxb, keep Chriſt, and walk with him, let ng 
Fairneſs be ſpotted and ſtained by Godleſs L 
in their Heart to Sin againſt Love! And ſuch a Love, as the Gy 
ed in Heaven ſhall delight toDive into, and Drink of for ever;fart 
are evermore drinking in Love, and the Cup is ſtill at theirHe 
and yet without Loathing, for they ſtill Drink, and ſtill defy 
Drink for ever and ever 1 Is not this along laſtin ; 
if anie of our Countrey People profeſſing Chriſt Jetu 
themſelves under the Stroke and Wrath of the Almighty, by ji 
ing to Antichri in au Hair-breadth, but eſpeciallie by Sweating; 
Subſcribing that blaſphemous Oath, ( which is the Church ot 1 
land's black Hour of Tempration,) I would intreat them, by t 
Mercies of God, at their laſt Summonds, to Repent, 
Confeſs before the World, to the Glorie of the Loky, theit he 
| Or otherwiſe, if either Man or Woman will and; 
abide by that Oath, then, in the Name and Authoritie of thel- 
Jrsus, Ilet them ſee, that they ſorteit their Part of Heaven, and 
them look for no leſs, than a Back Burden of the pure unmi 
Wrath of Gov, and the Plague of Apoſtates and Deniers of 
Let not me a Stranger to you, who never ſaw ji 
Face in the Fleſh, be thought bold in writing to you: FortheH 
1 have of a glorious Church in that Land, and the Love of Ch 
conſtraineth me. I know, the worthie Servants of Chiiſt, u 
once Laboured among you, ceaſe not to write to you alla; anl 
ſhall defire to be exci {ed that I do joyn with them. Pray fort 
| Siſter Church in Scotland, and let me entreat you for the Aidefji 
Prayers for my ſelf, and Flock, and Miniſtiie, and my Fear d 
Tranſportation from this Place of the Loxb's Vineyard. Not 
vety Cop of Peace ſanctifie you throughout. Grace be with you 


iving. Oh who cant 
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% bis Reverend and much Honoured 
Brother, . e 

„ ALEXANDER LIGHT ON, 

Criſis Priſoner in Bonds at London. 


Reverend and much honoured Priſoner of Hope, 9 — 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: It was not my part, whom 
cut Loxp hath enlarged, to forget you his Priſoner. When I 
conſider, how long your Night hath been, I think Chriſt hath 
mind to put you in Free Grace's Debt, ſo much the deeper, as your 
ferings have been of ſo long a Continuance. But what if Chriſt 
ind you no Joy but publick Joy, with enlarged and triumphing Zi- 
: 1 think, Sir, ye would love it beſt, to ſhare and divide your 
vg of Joy with Zion, and to have myſtical Chriſt in Britain, 
iter and Compartner with your Enlargement. I am fure, your 
j, bordering and neighbouring with the Joy of Chriſt's Bride 
ald de lo much the ſweeter that it were publick. Ithought, if Chrift? 
d halved my Mercies, and delivered his Bride and not me, that 
Praiſes mould have been double to what they are: But now 
dRich Mercies conjoyned in one, have ſtoln from our Loxy more 
In half-praiſes : Oh that Mercie ſhould ſo beguile, and ſteal a- 
out Counts and Acknowledgments ! Worthy Sir, Lhope I need 
t Exhort you to go on, in hoping for the Salvation of Gop: 
ere hath not been ſo much taken from your Time of Eaſe and 
ted Joyes, as Eternitie ſhall add to your Heaven. Te know, when 
Day in Heaven hath payed you, yea, and overpayed your Blood, 
(ds, Sortow and Sufferings, that it would trouble Angels Under- 
ding, to lay the Count of that Superplas of Mw which Eter- 
lecan and will give you. O but your Sand-glaſs of Sufferings and 
ts, cometh to little, when it ſhall be Counted and Compared 
ihe Glotie that abideth you, on the other fide of the Water! 
bare no Leiſure to Rejoyce and Sing here while Time goeth about 
| and where your Pſalms will be mort, therefore ye will think 
mitie and the Long Day of Heaven, that ſhall be meaſured with 
other Sun nor Horologe, than the long Life of the Ancient of 
5, to meaſure your Praiſes, little enough for you; if your Span- 
hof Time be Cloudie, ye cannot but think, your Loxd can no 
* take your Blood and your Bands, without the In-come and 
vmpence of Free-Grace, than he would take the Sufterings of 
and his other dear Seryants, that were well paid home beyond 
Comting, Rom. 8. 18. If the Wiſdom of Chriſt hath made 
4otichriſ”s Lye-ſore and his Envy, ye ate to thank Gov, _ 
| > U 


— 


3760 Mr. Run ber foord's Fpic. 26 
ach a Piece of Clay as ye are, is made the Field of Gltieto wi 


upon: It was the Potter's Aim, that the Clay ſhould Praiſe hi 
and I hope it latisfieth you, that your Clay Is for his Glotie, Oh w 
can ſuffer enough for ſuch a Load? and who can layout in Ban 
enough of Pain, Shame, Loſſes, Torture, to receive in again, th 
free intereſt of eternal Glorie? 2 Cor. 4. 9 hoy advantage 
ous A Bargaining is it with ſuch a rich Lozp ! If your Hand = 
Pen had been at Leiſure to gain Glorie in paper, it had been ht 
Paper-glorie z but the bearing of a publick Croſs ſo long, fort 
now controverted Privileges of the Crown and Scepter of tree Kin 
Jeſus, the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, is Glotie booked | 
Heaven. Worthy and dear Brother, if ye go to weigh Jeſus kis Swee 
neſs, Excellencie, G!orie and Beautie, and lay fore- againſt him yo 
Ounces or Drams of Suffering for him, ye fhall be ſtraitnedtu 
Ways. 1. It will be a Pain to make the Compariſon, the Dilpropo 
tion being by no Underſtanding imaginable 3 ny, it Heave 


Arithmetick and Angels were fer to Work, they ſhould never Ny 
ber the Degrees of Difference. 2. It ſhould firaiten you to fin 
Scale for the Balance to lay that High and Loftie One, th 
over tranſcending Prince of Excellencie into: If your Mind c 
tancy as manie created Heavens, a5 Time hath had Minutes, Tie 
have had Leaves, and Clouds have had Rain Drops, ſince the fit 
Stone of the Creation was laid, they could not make half a Scale 
bear and weigh boundleſs Excellencie into. And therefore the Kin 
whoſe Marks ye are bearing, and whoſe Dying ye carrie avout wi 
you in your Bodie, is, out of all Cry and Conſideration, beyondal 
above all our Thoughts. For my ſelf, I am content to feed upd 

p Wonderin ſometimes, at the beholding but of. the Borders a 
Skirts of the incomparable Glorie, which is in that exalted Prine 
and I think, ye could wiſh for more Ears to give him than ye ha 
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ſince ye hope theſe Ears, ye now have given him, ſhall be Pallages its and 
take in the Muſick of his glorious Voice. 1 would fain both b:lg Wh ove1 
and pray) for a new Bride of Jews and Gentiles to our Lon Jul Us 7 be x 
| after the Land of Graven Images hall be laid Waſte 3 and tllate Iaderefe1 
LozD JESUS is on Horſe-back, hunting and purſuing the Beaſt; M Dro 
that England and Ireland ſhall be well lweeped Chambers for Cl pur Win 
and his Righteouſneſs to duell in: for he hath opened our Gra lt ſpeec 
in $cetlend, and the two dead and buried Witneſſes are riſon ag; abroad 
and are propheſying. O that Princes would glory and boaſt thel joad Se: 
ſelves, in carrying the Train of Chriſt's Robe Ro „al in their Am nk and 
Let me die within an Half-hour after 1 have the Son of GoD fred w 
Temple enlarged, and the Cords of Feruſalem's Tent lengthned, of Ch 
take in a more numerous Companie, for a Bride to the Son of erunr 
Oh if the Corner or Foundation Stone of that Houſe, that new Ho the] 
were laid above my Grave O whocan add to him, who is that eures 
Art? If he would create Suns and Moons, new Heavens, thou en anc 
thouſand Degrees more perfect than cheie that now are, and e., 
make a new Creation, ten thouſand thouland Degrees in Perle ed © 
Wenan 


U We: 


| : 


| beyond that new Creation, and again ſtill for Etelnitie multi 


F __—  —— — 
—— 


Epiſt, 27. - Han : 371 
ey Heavens, they ſhould never be a perfect Neſemblance oj chat 
nünite Excellencie, Order, Weight, Meaſure, Beautie and Sweet- 
«ek that is in him. O how little of him do we ſee! O how ſhal- 
ware our Thoughts of him! Oh if Ihad Pain for him, and Shame 
and Loſſes for him, and more Clay and Spirits for him, and that TI 
could go upon Earth with out Love, Deſire, Hope, becauſe Chriſt 
hath taken away my Love, Deſire and Hope to Heaven with him! 1 
know, Worthy Sir, your Sufferings for him are your Glorie; aud 
herefore vezric not? his Salvation is near hand, and ſhall not tartrie: 
Pray for me: His Grace be with you, 


$. Andrews, Nov. 22. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
| 1639, | Jeſus, S. R. 


% M.. HENRY STUART. 
his Wife and two Daughters, all 
Priſoners of Chriſt at Dublin. 


ger. 2. 10. Fear none of theſe things, which ye ſhall ſuffer, &e. F 


Truly Honoured ani Dearly Beloved, ous a 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to yon; from Gop our Father, and 
our LoxpD Jesus CHRIST. Think it not ſtrange, Beloved in our 
Lonp Jrsus, tha: Satan can command Keys of Prifons and 
ots and Chains; this is a Piece of the Devil's Princedom, that he 
Ah over the World: interpret and vnderfland our Log well in 
ls: be not je ilous of his Love, though he make Devils and Men his 
Iader-feryants, to ſcour the Ruſt off your Faith, and purge ou from 
dur Droſs. And let me charge you, O Priſoners of Hope, to open 
bur Window, and to look out 55 Faith, and behold Heaven's Poſt, 
lt ſpeedie 2nd ſwift Salvation of Gop, that is coming to you; it 
abroad River that Faith will not look over; it is a inightie and a 
load Sea that they of a livelie Hope cannot behold the furtheſt 
nk and other Shore thereof: Look over the Water, your Anchor 
ixed within the Vail, the one End of the Cable is about the Priſon- 
of Chriſt, and the other is entred within the Vail, whither the 
nerunner is entred for you, Heb. 6. 19,20. It can go ſtraight tho- 
the Flames of the Fire of the Wrath of Men, Devils, Lofles, 
dures, Death, and not a Threed of it be either ſinged or burnt ; 
en and Devils have no Teeth to bite it intwo 3 Hold faſt till he 
re. Your Croſs is of the Colour of Heaven and Chriſt, and / sſ- 
e over with the Faith and Comforts of the Lonxp's faithiul 
line enant with Scotland; and that Dy and Colour will abide the 
a Weather, and neither be ſtained nor caſt the Colour; yea 5 * 
a | E 8 | cs 
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flects a Scad, like the Croſs ot Chriſt, whoſe Holie Hands, mane: 


Day lifted up to Gov praying for Sinners, were Fettered and Bound 12 
as if theſe bleſſed Hands had ſtoln and ſhed Innocent Blood; he our $i 
your lovelie, lovelie Jtsus had no better than the Thief's Doom, lie to 
is no wonder, that your Proceſs be lawleſs and turned upſide down! King o 
for he was taken, fettered, buffetted, whipped, ſpitted upon, befor r 1rt): i 
he was convicted of anie Fault, or Sentenced. Oh, ſuch à pair is a Pat 
Sufteters and Witneſſes, as High and Royal jxsvs, and a poor Pieg N hare E. 
guiltie Clay marrowed together, under one Yoke ! O ho lovelie IM galt Þ! 
the Croſs with ſuch a Second! I believe, that your Prifor. is enad i the Lo: 
ed in Gop's Court, not to keep you till your Hope breathe out its Lili zodie 
and Laſt: Your Croſs is under Law to reſtore you again ſafe to yo and e. 
Brethren and Siſters in Chriſt : take Heaven and Chriſt's Back bond out of: 
for a fair Back- door out of your Suffering. The Saviour is on H keteſhi 
Journey with Salvation and Deliverance for Mount Zien; and t and Af 
Sword of the Loxo is drunk with Blood, and made Fat with FatnelM his Pra 
his Sword is bathed in Heaven, againſt Babylon; for it is the Day Mof Age 
the Loxy's Vengeance, and the Year of Recompences for the Co cians, 
troverſie of Zicy : And perſwade your ſelves, the Streams of i Hearen 


River of Babylox ſhall be Pitch, andthe Duſt of the Land Brimſtoi that Ch 


and burning Fitch, Iſa. 34. 8. And if your Deliverance be joyngMycu! I. 


with the Deliverance of Zien, it ſhall be two Salvations to you. Wone Dra 


were good to be Armed before hand for Death, or bodilie Tortur ſtom un 
for Chriſt, and to think what a Crown of Honour it is, that Gop hai ne Tre: 
given you pieces of living Clay, to be tortured Witneſles for ſavinf Charge: 
Tiuth ; and that ye are ſo happie, as to have ſome Pints of Blog and nar: 
to give out for the Crown of that Royal Lox, who hath cauſed y in our C 
to avouch himſelf before Men. If ye can lend Fines of Thü gels, ler 
Thouſand Pound Sterling for CHRIST, let Heaven's. Regiſter alli and whi 
Curis7's Compt Book keep in Reckoning your Depuriments ifWHeavens 
him: it ſhall beengraven and printed in Great Lxrrxns upon He ing Hou 
ven's Throne, what you are ht, ng give for him: Cuxlsr's Pap bonnets 
of that kind cannot be loſt or fall by. Do not wonder, to ſee I lim on! 
boaſt the Great Potter, and to ſee blinded Men threaten the Soſi 0 all ye 
with Death and Burial, and to raze out Truth's Name: But where this gre; 
they make a Grave for the Goſpel and the Loxy's Bride | EAM Lab! ( 
and ell ſhall be but little Bounds for their Burial : lay all the CHINO create: 
and Rubbiſh of this Inch of the whole Earth above our Lonp's Spo Nos! C 
yet it will not cover her, nor hold her down; ſhe ſhall live and ed Loy 
die, fac ſhall behold the Salvation of Gov. Let your Faith friſ ORD, w. 
alittle, and be not afraid for a ſmoking Fire- brand: there is m Beau 
Smoke in Babylon's Furnace, than there is Fire: till Dooms- et befor 
mall come, they ſhall never (ee the Kirk of Scotlaud and our Coven) doing 
urnt to Aſhes; or if it ſhould be thrown in the Fire, yet it ca er! C 
be fo burnt ot buried, as not to have a Reſurrection : angrie m and 
Wind ſhall ſhake none of Chriſt's Corn, he will gather in all Nut! ( 
Wheat into his Barn: onlie let your Fellowſhip with Chriſt Wim 

_ renewed : Ye are ſibler to Chriſt now, when you are Impriſßſß leeth 


for him, than before; for now the Strokes laid on you do _ 
Rem 
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enembrance before our Logp, and he can own his own Wounds : 
bi k of Chriſt's Love, which is better than Wine, is the Print- 
yer, which Suffering for His Majeſty leaves behind it: it is not 
our Sins which they Perſecute in you, but Gop's Grace, and Loy- 


lie to King Jeſus: they ſee no Treaſon in you to your Brince, the 


King of Britatn, albeit they ſay ſo 3 but it is Heaven in you that 


«a Partic that Fire will not burn, nor Water drown + when they 
have Eaten and Drunken you, their Stomach ſhall be fick, and they 
4/l ſpue you out alive, O what Glorie is it to be ſuffering Abjects, for 
the Lonp's Glorie and Royaltie! May, though his Servants had a 
Bodie fo burn for ever, for this Goſpe!, ſo being that triumphing 
and exalted Jeſus his high Glorie did rife out of theſe Flames, and 
out of that burning Bodie 3 Oh, what a fweet Fire! O whar Soul- 
refreſhing Torment ſould that be! What if the Pickles of Duſt 
and Aſhes of the burnt and diſlolved Bodie, were Muſicians to ling 
his Praiſes, and the Highneis of that never enough-exalted Prince 
of Ages: O what Love is it in him, that he will have ſuch Muſi- 


Feaven! Oh what ſhiping and burning Flames of Love axe thoſe, 


uM from under the Throne of Gop and of the Lamb! 1 eie gf 
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at the Tres of Lite will do more than make up all the Expences and 


ig Charges of Clay, lent out for Heaven. On! Oh but we have ſhort 


o and narrow and creeping thoughts of Jeſus, and do but ſhape Chriſt 


1M in our Conceptions, according to ſome created Portraiture! O An- 


ing Houte-holders with the Lamb, put in new Pfalms, and Love- 
ſonnets of the Exceilencie of our Bridegroom, and help us to ſet 
lim on 1igh !. O Indwellers of Earth and Heaven, Sea and Air, and 
0allyecieated Beeings, within the Boſom of the outmoſt Circle of 
this great World, O come help to ſet on high the Praiſes of our 
Loud! O Fairneſs ot Creatures, bluſh before his uncreated Beautie! 
O created Strength, be amazed to ſtand before your ſtrong LoxD of 
Rolfs O created Love, think Shame of thy ſelt before this unparal- 
kled Love ot Heaven! O Angel Wiſdom, hide thy ſelf betore our 
LORD, whoſe Underſtanding paſles finding out! O Sun in thy ſhin- 
Ing Beautie, for Shame put on a Webot Darkneſs, and cover thy 
lf before th, brighteſt Maſter and Maker! O who can add Glorie 
doing or Suffering, to this never-enough admited and praiſed 
beer! Oh we can but bring our Lrop to this Sea, and our Candle, 
un and dark as it is, to this clear 1 

Lat! Oh but we have cauſe to drink ten Deaths in one Cup dry, 


ul ſer that Wonder of Wonders, and enjoie this Jewel of Heaven's 
8 3 | Jewels! 
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kartluis fighting againſt, and Chriſt is owning his own Cauſe : Grace 


cjans, as we are, to tune that Plalm of his everlaſting Praiſes in 


that Chriſt will divide his Share of Life, of Heaven and Glorie with 
jou! Lake 22.29. 70%. 17. 24. Rev. 3. 21, Apart ofhis Thione, 
ne Draught of his Wine (his Wine of Glorie and Life, that comes 


gels, lend in your help to make Love-books and Songs of our fair 
and white and ruddie Standard-bearer amongſt ten thouſand ! 0 
lewens! O Heaven of Heavens! O glorified Tenants and triumph; 


light{om Sun of Heaven and 


 lwim through ten Seas, to be at that Land of Pratſes, were we 


— —ͤ — — — 
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Jewels! O Death, do chy Outmoſt againft us! O Torment! 8 
Malice of Men and Devils, waſte thy Strength on the witneſſe 3 
our Loxp's Teftament ! O Devils, bring Hell to help you N * the 
menting the Followers of the Lamb! we will defie you n K 4 Fe ; 
too foon Happie; and to wafte us too ſoon over the Water tothe fi 705 
Land, where the noble Plant, the Plant of Renown, groweth, 0 eſt, i 
eruel Time, that torments us and ſi ſpends our deareſt Enjoymen king 
that we wait for, when we ſhall be bathed and ſteeped, Soul and * th , 
die, down inthe Deeps of this Love of Loves! O Time, 1 fl 1 Erich 
- faft! O Motions, mend your Pace: O Welbeloved, be like Ke C * 
Roe uponthe Mountains of Separations! Poſt, poſt; and [aſi _ rip 
our deſired and hungred for Meeting; Love is lick to hear ello malay E 


— ? | ind lay E 
to Morrow : And what then can come wrong to you, O Honeurab eg oy 
Witneſſes of his Kingly Truth: Men have no more of you to work uponWhou : t 
but tome ten lachs and Spanelengrhs of ſick, coughing and fleg Tunit 5 

ma ics Clay: Your Spirits are above their Benches, Cenrts, oh For 
High Commiſſions ; Yo ir Souls, your Leve to Chriſt, your Faith Promil 
N cannot be summoned nor Sentenced, nor Accuſed, nor Condemne! God fich 
by Pepe, Deputy, Prelate, Ruler or Brant: Tour Faith is à ff ich Ch 
] Lord, and cannot be a Captive : All the Malice of Hell and Eat gb 
N can but hurt the Scabbard of a Believer: and Death at the worn the 
can get but a Clay-pawn in keeping, till your Cox p make the King ny 
| Keys and open your Graves. Therefore apon Luck's head (as weuWMthotov : 
B to fay te vour Fill of his Lare, and let a Poſt-· way or Cauſey bt read C 
laid, betwixt your Prion and Heaven, and go up and viſit you beck: 
IF Treaſure. Enjoie your Beloved, and dwell upon his Love, till Eteriiſkre ripe: 
nitie come in Time's Room, and poſleſs you of your Eternal Happilfſſin a Fla! 
neſs : Keep your Love to Chriſt, lay up your Faith in Heaven all kin: 
keeping; and follow the Chief of the Houſe of the Martyrs, thao you a 
witneſied a fair Confeſſion before Pontius Pilate 3 your Cauſe anWWovels © 
his is all one. The Oppoſers of this Cauſe are like drunken judge be Adv: 
and tranſported, who in their Cups would make Acts and Laws ifeccordiy 
their drunken Courts, that the Sun ſhould not rife, and ſhine onth makers, 
Earth, aud ſend their Officers and Purſevants, to charge the Sun a hat the 
Moon to give no more Light to the World; and would enatt ut upo 
their Court-bouks, that the Sea after once Ebbing ſhould never fic Denial 
again: But would not the Sun and Moon, and Sea break theſe A letten L 
and keep their Creator's Directions ? The Devil, the great Foo the Lye 


and Father of theſe under Fools, is older and more malicious hi beſeem 
wiſe, that ſets the Spirits in Earth on Work, to contend and cla love you 
with Heaven's Wildom, and to give Mandats and Law-ſummonds N leip of 
our Sun, to our great Star of Heaven, Jeſas, not to ſhine. intl verſity a 

| Beautie of his Goſpel, to che choſen and bought Ones. O thou ſaffWſ'0 lp 
and faireſt Sun of Righteconſnels, ariſe and ſhins in thy Streng! 
whether Rarth and Hell will or not. O Viderions, O Royal, 0 fi 
Princely Squl-congnerer, ride proſperouſly upon Truth, ſireteh cut Et 

| Seepter. as far as the Sun ſhines, and the Meon waxeth and aint 

| Put on thygliſtring Crown, Othou Maker of Kings, and make but“ 

s t7iae, or one Step of the whole Earth, and trave in the greatneſs 

| | | ; 
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y Strength» Ifa. 63. 1, 2. And let thy Apparelbeyed, and all ay:d 18 
«th the Blood of thy Enemies: Thom art fallen Righteous Heir by | 
ine to the Kingdoms of the World. Laugh ye at the giddy-headed 1 
lay Pots, and ſtout brain- ſick Worms, that dare ſay in good Ba- Wal | 
eſt, This Man ſhall nos Reign over us: as though they were | 
ſting the Dice, for Chriſt's Crown, who of them ſhall have it. 1 
now, ye believe the coming of Chriſt's Kingdom, and that there 
za Hole out of your Priſon, through which ye fee Day-light : let 
at Faith be dazled with the Temptation from a dying Depaty, and 
Com a fick Prelate, believe under a Sloud, and wait for him, when 
were is no Moon- light nor Star-light: Let Faith live and breathe, 
nd lay Hold on the ſure Salvation of Gop, wien Clouds and Datk- 
are about you, and Appearance of rotting in the Priſon before 
don: take heed of unbelieving Hearts, which can father Lies upon 
wriſt; beware of, Doth his Promiſe fail for evermere? Pſal. 97, 
, For it was a Man, and not Gov, that {aid it, who dreamed that 
Promiſe of Gop could fail, fall a ſwoon or die: we can make 
op ſick or his Promiſes weak, when we are pleaſed to ſeek a Plea 
ith Chriſt, O ſweet! O ſtout Word of Faith, Job 143, v. 15. 
Thench he ſlay me, yet will T truſt in him, O ſweet Epitaph, written 
n the Grave-ftone of a dying Believer ! To wit, I died heping, 
i my Daſt and Aſhes believe Life, Faith's Eyes, that can ſee 
hotow a Mill-ſtone, can fee thorow a Gloom of GoD, and under 
it read Gov's Thoughts of Zove and Peace, Hold fait Chriſt in the | 
lk: furelie ye ſhall fee the Salvation of Gop. Your Adverſaries 
ure ripe arid diy for the Fire 2 yet a little while and they ſhall go up 
in a Flame: the Breath of the Lonp, like a River of Brimſtone, 
ball kind'e about them, Ja. 30 33. What Iwrite to one, I write 
to you all, that are Sound-hearted in that Kingdom, whom, in the 
Bowels of Chriſt, I would exhort, not to touch that Oath ; albeit 
he Adverlaries put a fair Meaning on it, yet the Swearer muſt {wear 
iccording to the profeſſed Intent and Godleſs Practice of the Oath- 
makers, which is known to the World: Otherwiſe I might (wear, 
that the Creed is falſe, according to this private Meaning and Senſe 
put upon it: O let them not be beguiled, towalh Perjuric and the 
Denial of Ehriſt, and the Goſpel with Ink-water, ſome foul and 
loten Diſtinctions. Waſh and waſh again and again the Devil and 
the Lye, it ſhall be long ete their Skin be white. I profeſs, it ſhould 
deleem Men of Great Parts, rather than me, to wiite to yeu; but] 
la love your Cauſe, and deſire to be excuſed, and muſt intreat for the 
lep of your Prayers, in this my weighty Charge here, for the Uni- 
writy and Pulpit, and that ye would intteat your Acquaintauce alſo 
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olelp me. Grace be with you all. Amen. 

ft We | 

ſto | | | : | 
1 St, Andrews, Your Brother aud (empanion in the Patience 
etl 1640, and Kingdom of Feſns Chriſt, S. R. 
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Looking up, Pſal. 5. 3. and 69. 3. And therefore your Meaning 


come; ſo that ye may ſigh and groan out your Mind to him, wh 


the Beautie of the Goſpel, if they were put to Suffering. Andthent 


 Luferings, we all expect, that as ye have in the Strength of our Ca 
tain begun, ſo ye will go on without fainting. Providence maket 
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9 one, 1 cred 2 
Worthy aud Dear Miſireſs, 1 1 + . 
| (Zee, Mercy and Peace be to you: The Cauſe ye Suffer for, au. your 
| your Wikingnels to Suffer, is Ground enough of Acquaintance es 


for me to write to you; altho Ido confeſs my ſelf unab!e, M em. da 


ſpeak for a Priſoner of Chriſt's Encouragement. I know, ve hay ill Erera 
Advantage beyond us, who are not under Suffering: for 1 is pay 
Sighing ( Fſal. 102 20.) is a written Bill, for the Ears of jou esreibs 


Head, the Lonp Jesus; and your Breathing, Lam. 3.51, and you Hope c 


done at 
tsbs, is 
y the Pr. 
d large 


half ſpoken, half unſpoken, will ſeek no Jaylor's Leave, but willg 
to Heaven without Leave of Prelate or Deputy, and be heartilie vel 


hath all the Keys of the King's three Kingdoms and Dominions, 


dare believe your Hope ſhall not die; your Trouble is a part of Zin . c 
Burning, and ye know who guides Zien's Furnace, and who loveſﬀſſe payed 
the Aſhes of his burnt Bride, becauſe his Servants love them, Pq le, wat 
102. 14. Ibelieve your Aſhes, if ye were burnt for this Cauſe, alli leegir 
praiſe him! For the Wrath of Men and their Malice ſhall make ¶ Needs faſt 
Pſalm to praiſe the LoxD, P/al. 76. 10. and therefore ſtand ſtill a o Cour 
behold and fee what the Lon p is to do for this Iſand; his un, and 
gerfedt, Dent. 32. 4. The Nations have not ſeen the laſt End of h port y. 
Work; his End is more fair and more glorious than the Beginning n. 

Ye have more Honour than ye can be able to guide well, in tu 5. 


your Bonds are made heavie, for ſuch an honourable Gauſe. Th 
Seals of a controlled Goſpel, and the Seals by Bonds and Blood, an 
Sufferings, are not committed to everie ordinarie Profeſſour. Som 
that would back Chriſt honeſtlie in Summer-time, would but fpi 


5 1 


fore let us believe, that Wiſdom d iſpenſeth te everie one here, as 
thinks good, who bears them up that bear the Croſs : and find 
cu: LoRD hath put you to that part, which was the Flower of hisoy 


Mr. 


Dear 
Race, ! 
aud © 


uſe of Men and Devils, for the Refining of all the Veſſels of Gon he is 
Houſe, ſmall and great, and for doing of two Works at onceinyo ding a 
both for imoothing of a Stone, to make it take Bond with Cari: ( gt 
in Jernſalem?'s Wall; and for witneſling to the Glorie of this ij. jeſ 
proached and bain-down Goſpel, which cannot die, though Hie thi 
were made a Grave avout it. It ſhall be timeous Joy for you, to natd s 
vide Joy betwixt you and Shriſt's laughing Bride, in theſe tu concer 
Kingdoms: and what if your Mquraing continue till myfi atogett 
Chriſt in Ireland and in Britain, and ye laugh both together; 10 Je be 
Laughing and Joy were the more bleſſed, that one Sun ſaculd i Aer th 
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Wilt. 29. 


dll, 


St. Andrews, Tonr Brother in the Perieme and 
| 1640. 2 Kung dem of Teſns Chriſt, 8. R. 
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Dear Brother; 3 1 | 
Rice, Mercy and Peace be multiplied upon you: I bleſs our rich 
aud onlie Wiſe LoxD, who caieth ſe for his new Creation, that 
he is going over it again, and trying evetie Piece in you, and: 


it lo fit a Phyfician, as your. Diſeaſe requires: Sweet, ſweet, . 

relic Jeſus be your Phyſician, where his Under-chirurgeons cannot 
auething for putting in order the Wheeis, Paces, and Goings of 
marred Soul. I have little Time; but yet the Lox D hath made me 
Concern my felt in your Condition, that I dow not, I dare not 
altogether Silent. Firſt, Te dowbr from 2 Cor 13. v. 5. wher- 
n Je be in Chriſt or not; and fo, whether ye be Reprebate er not? 
Mer thaeg things to the Door: 1. Ie owe Sharitie to all 1 ; 
| 'S; & | \Y 


% 


loving away the Motes of his new Work in you. Alas, I an: © 


— 2 


*. 


, 26 


8 Mr. Rut herfoord's Epiſt. Ii 

but moſt of all, to lovelie and loving Jeſus, and ſome alſoto i us to be. 

ſelf, eſpeciallie to your reaewed Self; becauſe your new Se A think 

yours but another Loxy's, even the Work of his own Spitit : Me. chere 

fore to ſlander his Work is to wrong himſelf : Love think en of 

Evil: if ye love Grace, think not ill of Grace in your ſelf l Son © 

| ye think ill'of Grace in your ſelf, when ye make it but a Baade ve ay. 

| a Work of Nature: for a Holie Fear that ye be not Chiift's, Mi ſame v 
withal a Care and a Deſire to be His, and not your own, is da bed; 

cannot be Baſtard Nature. The great Advocate pleadeth hat at ſhall. 

you, be upon the Advocate's ſide, O poor feared Client of Chili" Whe 

ſtay and fide with ſuch a Lover, who pleadeth for no other H. Wh 

Goods but his own, 3 (for he, if I may ſay fo, ſcorneth to be mforts 
riched with an unjuſt Conqueſt ) and yet he pleadeth for you, Het Era 

of your Letter ( tho too too full of Jealouſie) is a Proof: fy ipnerin! 

ye were not his, your Thoughts, which I hope are but the Sug! Is SY 

of his Spirit, (that onlie bringeth the Matter in Debate, to o, Lan. 

it ſure to you) would not be ſuch, nor fo ſerious as theſe, oi" I a0! 

bis? or, whoſe am I : 2. Dare ye foriwear your Owner, and ſi rticulatl 

cold Blood, I am wot his ? What Nature or Corruption ſail ak Judg! 

Starts in you, I regard not : your Thoughts of ycur ſelf, when prid's Sa 

and Guiltineſs roand yen in the Ear, and when ye have aSight e Church 
your Delervings, ate Apecrypha and not Scripiure, 1 hope, HM" Salud 

1 what the Loxp ſaith of you, He will ſpeak Peace: if your H wor 
| | lay. J guite you ; I ſhall then bid you eat Aſhes for Bread, $ige 
0 drink Waters of Gall and Worm wood. But howbeit Chriſtou Chriß 
His own Mouth ſhould ſeem to ſay, I came not for thee, as he n r 
Matth. 15. 24. Let let me ſay, The Words of tempting [eſis Heaven 

not to be ſtretched as Scripture, beyond his Intention, ſeing ho 

tent ion in ſpeaking them. is to ſtiengthen, not to deceive: rſume 8 
Therefore here Faith may contradi what Chriſt ſeemeth at fit fat 

Yay, and ſo may ye. 1 charge you by the Mercies of Gov, be noi A6 
_Erwel to Grace and the new Birth, as to caft Water on ycurownC nciude 

by Misbelicf:If ye muſt die (as I know ye ſhall not) it were a FP! * N 

0 ſlay yourſelf. 3. J hope, ze love the new Birth and a Chi Le: 1. 

3 Chriſt, howbeit ye dow not make it god: and if ye week onglt 
and ſaw the Heavenlie Face of lovelie, ten thouſand times loy here ll 
| JESUS, that hath Gov's Hew, and God's fair, fair and em 1 
Red and White, wherewith it is beautified beyond Compariſon feelin 
| Imagination, ye could not forbear to fay, Oh! if I could buth jaronels 
k aKiſs from my ſinful Mouth, from Hell up to Heaven, upon his be 
J Checks, that areas @ Bed of Spices, as ſweet Flowers, Caut. ens; te 
| 13. I hope ye dare ſay, O faireſt Sight of Heaven! O bonndß WM” Pre 
; of crmcified and ſlain Love for me, give me Leave to wiſh to poubied 
i thee: O Flewer and Bloom of Heaven and Earth's Love 041 jell, G 
; Wender! O thou, the Father's eternally ſealed Love! and 0. IL Heat 
i - GOD's old Delight, give me Leave to ſtand beſide thy Leu n Sa 
; Took in and wender, and give me Leave te wiſh 0 leve thie,! Kight t 
; cars ds n mere, 2. We being born in Atheiſm, and Bairns0l vinto! 
Hcuſe that ue are come off, it is no new thing, #y dear in fen 


f 
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lardnefs. 2. I Charge you, to make Pſalms on Chrift*s Praiſes, 


1 
i 


iſt, 29. Letters, 35% 
os to be under Jealouſies and Miſtakes, about the Love of Gov: 
at think ye of this, that the Man CHRIST was tempted to be- 

e, there were but two Perſons in the bleſſed Godhead; and that 
zon of Gop, the Subſtantial and Co- eternal Son, was not the 
al on of God ? Did not Satan ſay, If then be the Son of GOD ? 
Ye ſay, That ye know not what to do ; Your Head ſaid once 
r fame Word, or not far from it, Joh. 12. 27. Now is my Soul | 
bed; and what ſhall I ſay? And Faith anſwered Chriſt's 
at hall 1 ſay ? with theſe Words, O tempted Saviour, asteſt 
„ What ſhall 1 ſay? Say, pray, Father Save me from this 
ur. What Courſe can ye take, but pray and friſt Chriſt his own 
mforts? He is no Dyvour, take his Word. Oh (ſay ye) I 
not Pray ! Anſwer, Honeſt Sighing is Faith breathing and 
iſphering him in the Ear: the Life is not ont of Faith, where 
ue is Sightng, looking up with the Eyes, and breathing towaxds 
ob, Lam. 3. 36. Hide not thine Ear at my Breathing But what 
ul I do in ſpiritual Exerciſes, Ye ſay? Anſwer, 1. If ye knew 
ticulaiiie what to do, it were not a Spiritual Exerciſe. 2. In my 
ak Judgment, Ye would firſt ſay, I will gloriſie GOD in beſieving 
gvid's Salvation. and the Brides Marriage with the Lamb, and ieve 
church's ſlain Hus band, altho Icaunot for the preſent believe mine 
m Salvation, 3. Say, I will net paſs from my Claim ſeppole 
brift would paſs from his Claim to me; is ſhall net go back upon 
zide: howbeit my Love to him be not werth a Drink of Pater, 
{Chriſt ſhall have it ſuch as it is, 4. Say, I ſhall rather ſpill 
enty Prayers, than net pray at all; let my broken Words go up 
Heaven: when they come uy into the great Angel's Golden Cenſer, 
at compaſſionate Aavocate will put together my broben l rayers and 
rſume them: Words are but Accicentsof Prayer. Oh (ſey ye) 
an ſlain with Hardneſs of Heart, aud troubled with confuſed and 
elancholions Thoughts? Anlvwer, My dear Brother, What would ye 
clude thence 7ihatyeknew not well who ought you? I grant, 
m Heart is Hard! Oh my Thenghts of faithleſs Sorrow' 
10, I kuow not who eught me, were good Logick in Heaven 
ongſt Angels and the Glorified; but down in Chriſt's Hoſpital, 
here ick and diſtempered Souls are under Cure, it is not worth a 
aw. Give Chriſt Time to end his Work in your Heart: hold on 
feeling and bewailing your Hardneſs, for that is Softneis to feel 


his begun Work of Grace: make Chriſt your Muſick and your 
dag, for complaining and feeling of Want doth often ſwallow up 
our Praiſes. What think ve of thoſe, who go to Hell, neyer 
oubied with fuch Thoughts 2 If your Exerciſe be the Way 10 
jell, Gov help me; Lhave a cold Coal to blow at, and a blank Paper- 
Ic Heaven 2 Lgiveyou Chriſt Caution, and my Heaven Suretie for 
our Salvation. Lend Chriſt your Melancholy, for Satan hath no 
light to make a Chamber in your Melancholy; borrow Joy and 
omforts from the Comforter ; bid the Spirit do his Office in you; 
d remember, that Faith is one thing, and the ſeeling and * 


- ik SS + in 
aſt, 375 Luer, 2 
ur own ) but Chriſt hath given himſelf to you: Put Cunrsr 
\the Bank, and Heaven ſhall be your Intereſt and In:come : Love 
im, for ye cannot Over-love him: Take up your Houle in 
hriſt, let him dwell in you, and abide ye in him; and then ye may 
ok out of Chriſt, and laugh at the Clay-heavens, that the Sons of 
len ate ſeeking after, on this ſide of the Water. Chriſt minds to 
bake your Loſſes Grace's great Advantage, Chriſt will loſe no- 
ing of you, nay, not your Sins; for he hath an Uſe for them, 
eyell as for your Service; howbeit ye are to loath your ſelf for. 
eſe, 1 hope, ye fetch all the Heaven ye have here in this Life, 
om that which is up above, and that your Anchor is caften as high 
ddeep as Chriſt. O but its far and manie a Mile ta his Bottom! 
Thad known long fince, as I do now, { though ſtill, alas! lam 
norant ) what was in Chrift, I would not have been fo late, in 
brting to the gate to ſeek him. O what can I do or ſay to him, who 
ach made the North render me back again! A Grave is no ſure 
ſon to him, for the keeping of drie Bones. Woe's me that my 
olim Sorrow and Unbelief, being on Horſe- back, did ride ſo 
oudlie and witleſlie, over my Loxb's Providence: But when my 
ith was aſleep, Chriſt was awake; and now, when I am awake, I. 
„ he did all things well, O infinite Witdom ! O incomparable 
wing-kindneſs : Alas that the Heart I have is fo little and 
othleſs, for ſuch. a Loxp as CnRIST is! O what odds find the 
nts in hard Trials, when they feel Sap at their Roots, betwixt 
em and Sun-burnt withered Profeſſors : Croſſes and Storms cauſe 
em 10 caſt their Blooms and Leave: Poor Worldlings, what will. 
ds, when the Span-length of your Forenoen's Langhtier is ended, 
u when the Neeping- fide of Providence is turned te you I put up 
the Favours, ye have beſtowed on my Brother, upon Chriſt's: 
oe, in waoſe Book are manie ſuch Counts, and who will re- 
ite them. 1 wiſh. you to be builded more and more upon the 
ene laid in Zion, and then, ye ſhall be the more fit to have a- 
nd, in Ke-buiiding our LoxD's fallen Tabernacle, in this Land, 
which ye fall find great Peace, when ye come to Grips with Death, 
tKing of Terrours, The Gop of Peace be. with. your La: and 
& you blameleſs till the Day of our Lord Jeſus, | 


K. Andrews. | Dar La: at all obedience in lis ſweet 
| \ | Lord and Maſter, S R. | 

MAD A NM, | | * | | 
humble Obedience in the Lonxp remembred. Know, it hath. 


Pealedthe Loxp, to let me ſee; by all Appearance, my Zabows: 
W Houſe here are at an And; and I mut nom learn to ſuffer, 


382 Mr. Rutherftord's - Epiſt, 3 ih, 
in the which Tam a dull Scholar, By a ſtrange Providence, (on | 
of my Papers, anent the Corruptions of this Time, are come tog © 
King's Hand: Tknow, by the Wiſe and well Affected, 7 fal! 
Cenſured, as not Wiſe nor Circumſpect enough, but it is ordinar 
that, that ſhould be a part of the Ctoſs of thoſe who ſuffer for hin 
Yet Tlove and pardon the Inſtrument? Twould commit my Life 


Wing 1 


him, howbeit by him this hath befallen me; but 7look higherth on 
to him. 1 make no Queſtion of your La: Love and Careto Jet Ste 
What ye can for my He'p 3 and am perfwaded that in my Advert 
yout La: will wiſh me well. F ſeek no other thing, but chat . 
Lonp may be honouredby me, in giving a Teſtimony. I was w = 0 
ling to do him more Service ; but ſeing he will have ho more of ie : 
Tabours, and this Land will thruſt me out, I pray for Grace toi, e 
to be acquaint with Miſerie, if Imay give ſo rough a Name toſ his 
a Mark of thoſe, who ſhall be Crowned with EnRisr: And h beat 
beit Iwill poſſiblie prove a Faint-hearced unwiſe Man in that, y adand 
daie ſay, I intend otherwiſe : And I deſite-not to goonthely LA 
ſide ot Sunnyeſide of Religion, to put Truth betwixt me and I 
Sterm; my Saviour did not fo for me, who in his Suffering tt bs 
the Windy-fide of the Hill. No fuither, but the Son of Goy 0 wy F 
with you. | | 8. Ns 3 
IF Anwoth, Dec. 5. 1634 Your La: in the Lord Jeſus, 8. 8 
5 | ; | „„ neyer le 
——— — — — ut Figic 
„ | VVV tath in y 

; - , - ; a 8 by. ; in it q 
To his very dear Friend, wth 
8 35 : | ave bety 
JOHN FENNICK I 
OY WITS EY e Cravc- 
1 | 3 3 | that Web 
Much hons ured and dear Friend, e, . 
Glace. Mercy and peace be td you: The neceſſarie Impedim . in 
of my Calling have hitherto kept me from making a Rete ., 
your Letter, the Heads whereot I ſhall now brieflie anſwer, A, and! 
approye your going to the Fountain, when your own Ciftern 151... 
a Difference there muſt be betwixt Chriſt's Well and your bor, wih 
Water; and why but ye have need of Emptineſs and drying ge is 
E: as well as ye have need of the Well wet and a Hole there Miength, 
be in our Veſſel, to leave Room to Chriſt's Art; his Well hal =. 3 
own need of thirſtie Diinkers, to commend infinite Love, Won: 
from Eternit ie did brew ſuch a Cellar of living Waters for us. Wt... to 
commend his fiee Love; and its well done >. Oh if 1 cold Wil: death 
you, and if 1 could be Maſter- conveener, to gather an Fang hood, I 
and an Heaven- ſul of Tongues, dipped and ſteeped in my Lob le Teet! 
of Love, or his Wine of Love, even Tongues drunken“ es erife 
to raiſe a Song of Praiſes to him, betwixt the Eaſt and © bob Gl 


furtheſt Foints of the broad Heavens! IH Lwexe ip C Bi, ie! 


— ——ͥ ͤ —́—aʃᷓ— nr 


my atie and dead Heart is not now in that Garden) I would 
row Leave to come, and ſtand upon the Banks and Coaſts of that 
40f Love, and be a feaſted Soul, to ſee Love's fair Tide, free 
e's high and loftie Waves, each of them higher than ten Earths, 
wing in upon Pieces of loſt Clay. O welcome, welcome, great Sea 
had as much Love for Wideneſs and Breadth, as Twentie out- 
oft Shells and Spheres of the Heaven of Heavens, that 1 might re- 
re in alittle Flood of his free Love! Come, come,dearFriend,and 
pained that the King's Wine Cellar of free Love, &hisBanqueting- 
ale (O ſo wide, fo 3 ! O ſo God: like, ſo Glorie-like!) 
uld be ſo abundant, ſo overflowing, and your ſhallow Veſſel fo . 
le, to take in ſome Part of that Love: But ſince it cannot 
me in you, for Want of Room, enter your ſelf in this Sea of Love, 
d breathe under theſe Waters, and die of Love, and live as one 
ad and drowned of this Love. But why do you complain of Wa- 
sgoing over your Soul, and that the Smoke of the Terrours of a 
zathful Loxp, doth almoſt ſuffocate you, and bring you to Death's 
ink ? I know the Fault 1s in your Eyes, not in him ; it is not 
eRock that fleeth and moveth, but the green Sailer: If your 
ne and Apprehenſion be made Judge of his Love, there is a graven 
age made preſentlie,even a changed Gop,and a Foe-gon,who was 


yout Rivers of Oyl, Jeb 29. 6.) Aa Friend-God : Either now 
never let God work: Ye had never, ſince ye was a Man, ſuch 
at Fieid for Faith; for a painted Hell and an Apptehenfion of 
zath in your Father, is Faith's Opportunities to trie what Strength 
nit : Now give Gop as large a Meaſute of Charitie as ye have 
Sorrow 3 now {ee Faith to be Faith indeed, if ye can make your 
ave betwixt Chriſt's Feet, and ſay, The' he ſhould ſlay me, I will 
in him; his believed Leveſbail be my Minding ſheet and all 
Gravc-clothes 3 T ſhall roll and ſow in my Soul, my ſlain Soul, 
that Web. hi: ſweet and free Love: And let him write upon my 
we, Here lieth a believing dead Man, breathing out, and makiug 
Hoe m Death's Breadſide, and the Breath of Faith cometh forth 
mth the Hole. See now if ye can overcome and prevail with 
0d, and wreſtle Gop's tempting to Death quite ont of Breath, as 
renowned Wreſtler did, Hof. 12. 3. And by his Strength he had 
wer with God. v. 4 Tea he had power over the Ange! and prevail- 
, He is a ſtrong Man indeed who overmatcheth Heaven's 
length, and the holy Oxe of Iſrael, the ſtrong Lozp :- Which is 
ne by a ſectet Supplie of Divine es. within, wherewith the 
akeſt being ſttengthned, overcome and conquer. It ſhall be great 
Korie to blow out the Flame of that Furnace, ye are now in, with 
e heath of Faith: And when Hell, Men, Malice, Ccueltie, 
hood, Devils, the ſeeming Glooms of a ſceet Logn, meet you 
theTecth, if ye then as a Captive of Hope, as one fettered in 


Gop-Gloomiag, and believe the Salvation of theLoxo in the 
Ws, wiuigh is your onlie Victorie; Your Enemies are but Pieces 
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joe (when ye waſhed your Steps with Butter, and the Rock peurta 


es Priſon, run to your ſtrong Hold, even from Gop Glooming, 
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„„ Mir. Rutherfurds Hil, 


| confeſs is more, and verie heavieto be born; yet all theſe aten 


 Mercie, cannot drie it * Your Troubles are manie and gre: 


Work: Nature's plaiſtering and Counterfeit- work he doth oft 


lay youe Burden upon one, who is ſo willing to take your Cares; 


lt.; 
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Senſe « 
us, al 
eth o 
for C H 
| Debt, 
Sweet! 
to ſin 
p · Heac 


e God. 
oon M 


o 2 
% 
— 


— 


of Malicious Clay, they ſhall die as Men and be confounded J 
that your Troubles are manie at once, and Arrows come in from 
Airths, from Countrey, Friends, Wife, Children, Foes, Eft 
and right down from Gov, who is the Hope and Stay ot your Soul, 


more than Grace, all theſe Bits of Goals, caſten in your $ex 
et not an Ounce-weight beyond the Meaſure of infinite Wiſdom, 


ope, not beyond rhe Meaſure of Grace, that he is to beſtew; 
our Lon never yet brake the Back of his Child, nor ſpilt his 0 


break in Sheards, and roy out a Candle not lighted at the u ech (pe 
KNeighteouſneſs; but he muſt cheriſh his own Reeds, and hand ments 
them ſoftlie, never a Reed gets a Thruſt wich the Mediator's Hau lie! 

to lay together the two Ends of the Reed. O what Bonds and Lig h Gob'. 
ments has our Chirurgeon of broken Spirits, to bind up all his lauen you 

and bruiſed ones with ! Caſt your disjoynted Spirit in his Lap, be e 


who 


your Fears off you, and to exchange and niffer your Croſſes, 4 ned hi 


to give you New for Old, and Gold for Iron, even to give you cs der 
ments of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. Its true in a great y N 
rected : 


what ye write of this Kirk, that the Letter of Religion onlie is] 


formed, and ſcarce that. I do not believe, our LoRD will bude Ho 
Zion in this Land, upon this Skin of Reformation ? $0 long tin tha 
our Scum remaineth, and our Heart-idols are keeped, this-W4 ſation, 
muſt be at a stand; and therefore our Loxp mult yet fift t complai 
Land, and ſearch us with Candles; and 1 know, he ſhall g tand c 
and not ſell us his Kingdom. His Graee and our remaining Gui in; fe 
neſs muſt be compared, and the oue muſt be ſeen in the Glorie obo al! 
and the other in the Sinfulneſs of it: But I delire to believe, Mobt, bi 
would gladl ie hope to ſee, that the glancing and ſhining Luſter tlinger 3 
Glorie coming from the Diamonds and Stones ſet in the Cron? 
our Lord Jeſus, ſhall cat Rayes and Beams manie Thouſand et Crofl 
about. I hope, Ghriſt is upon a great Marriage, and that bis Lo 
Wooing and Suiting of his excellent Bride, doth take its Begin ltake it 
from us, the Ends of the Earth. O what Joy and what Glorie ue did as yo 
1j.dge it, if my Heaven ſh uld be ſuſpended, till I might have Lt e o 
to run on Foot, te be a Witneſs of that Marriage G orie and i: A. 
Chriſt put on the Glorie of hislaſt Married Bride, and his laſt bout Cro 
riage Love on Earth, when he ſhall enlarge his Love. bed, an Lomtrey 
it upon the Top of the Mountains, and take in the elder Siſer, things, | 
Jews, and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles !' It were Heaven's Hol fe. O wh; 
and Glorie upon Earth, to be his Lackie, to run at his Hoiſe . Hleave; 
and hold up the Train of his Marriage Robeeroyal, in the Da. ore: 
our High and Royal Solomen's Eſpouſals. But O what Clotl Pe alk 
have aSeator Bed in King Jeſus his Chariot; that is bottomed Ul (a Mar 
Gold, and paved, and lined over and floored. within with 3 
for the Daagbtertef Nraſalem! Cant. 3. 10. To lie upon ſucha Hh og 
l 


Love, were à Bed next to the Flower ot Heaven's Glorie 1.4 


a. 32. Letters; 335 Wl 
| you ſpeak in your Letter, of a GOD angry at you, and of 0 
Pe his Indignation, which onlie ariſeth from ſufering for | 1. 


WW... all that is now come upon you: Indeed apprehended Wrath 
1 «th out of ſuch Aſhes as apprehended Sin; but not from ſuffer- 
CHRIST: But ſuppoſe ye were in Hell, for Bygones and for 
"MW 7b, 1 hope ye owe Cunkisr a great Sum of Cha: itie, to believe 19 
N seetneſs of his Love 3 I know what it is to in ſin that kind, 11 
to ſin out ( if it were poſſible } the Unchangeableneſs of a | — 19 
»-Head out of CHRIST, and to ſin away a lovelie and unchange- = i 
-Gop, Put more honeſt Apprehenſions upon CnRIsr, put on 
den Mask upon his Face, and not your Vail made of Unbelief, —_ | 
ccſpeaketh, as if he borrowed Love to you, from you, and your [| 
merits and ſintul Deſervings Ohno! CHRIST is Man, but he is 

| like Man; he hath Man's Love in Heaven, but it is luſtered bill | fl 
| Gop's Love, and it is verie Gop's Love, ye have to do with; 1 
en your Wheels go about, he ſtandeth ſtill: Let Gop be Gop, 1 
ibeye a Man, and have ye the Deſerving of Man and the Sin of 4 
who hath ſuffered your Welbeloved to flip away, nay hath 
ed him Entrance, when he was Knocking, till his Head and l 
ks were frozen 3 Yet what is that to him? His Book keep- 9 19 
your Name, and is not printed and re- printed and changed and 110 
reſted ; And why but he ſhould go to his Place and hide him- 1 
Howbeit his Departure be his own good Werk, yet the Belief i 
itin that manner is your Sin: But wait on till he return with l 


| and cloſe your Mouth, till he make your ſown. Light grow 10 
in; for your Afflictions are not eternal, Time will end them, e 
ſo ſhall ye at Length ſee the Loxv's Salvation: His Love ſleep- 140 
| 
g 


1 : 2 : 10% 

1 ration, and cauſe you rejoyce in the latter End. It is not much N. 

„ {complain : But rather believe than complain, and fit in the 1101 
| 


not, but is ſtill in working for you, his Salvation will not tarrie, 

finger; and Suffering for him is the Nobleſt Croſs that is out of 

en: Your Loxb has the Wail and Choice of ten Thouſand Wi || 

jet Croſſes beſide this, to exerciſe you withal ; but his Wiſdom 11 

I his Love wailed and chooſed out this for you, beſide them all, i 106 
k 


take it as a choice one, and make Uſe of it, ſo as ye look to this 100 
ddd as your Step · mother in your bortowed Priſon: For it is a Nin 


1 elook to Heaven and the other fide of the Water, that God Will ij 
(Fs: And this is the Fruit, the Flower and Bloom growing out A 
four Croſs; that ye be a dead Man to Time, to Clay, to Gold, | 


Lountrey, to Friends, Wife, Children, and all Pieces of created 
things, for in them there is not a Seat nor Bottom for Soul's 
e. O what Room is for your Love (if it were as broad as the Sea) 1 
u fleaven and in Gp! and what would not Carisr give for þ 
tore? Gop gave ſo much for your Soul, and bleſſed are ye, if , 
ure 2 love for him, & can call in your Foul's rove from all Idols, | 
den make a GOD of God, -a Gov of CHRIST, and draw a Line be- 
«four Heart and him. If your Deliverance come not, CuRIST's 
Knce and his believed cove muſt ſtand as Caution and Suretie for 
Delwerance, till your Log ſend it, in his bleſſed Tm For 
7 * HAISKE 
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386 n Mr. Rutherforrd's Epiſt. 3 it, 3: 


Cunts hath manie Salvations, if we could fee them: And lv eme, 


_ think it better born Comfort and Joy, that comes from the Faith borro 
Deliverance, and the Faith of his love, than that which comeWtx:cnu 
From Deliverance it ſelf. It is not much Matter, if ye find Eaſe nde 
your afflicted Soul, what be the Means, either of your own wit; and all 
or of Gov's chooſing ; the latter I am ſure is beſt, and the Cone conque 
ſtrongeſt and {weeteſt : Let the Lox abfolutelie have the OrderiMWht lay it 
of your Evils and Troubles, and put them off you, by recommengiMhe high! 
your Croſs and ycur Furnace to him, who hath Skill to melt his Med Lozr 
Mettal, and knoweth well what to do with his Furnace, Let your He Mediate 
be willing, that Gop's Fire have your Tin and Braſs and Proſs: Wht prop 
conſent to want Corruption is a greater Mercie, than manie e! 0 
feſſors do well know; and to refer the Manner of Gov's Phyſicjcn of n 
his own Wiſdom, whether it be by drawing Blood, or giving ſug ed Ja!“ 
ed Drinks: That he cuteth ſick Folks without Pain, it is a oo: © 1115 
Point of Faith; and to believe CuxisT's Croſs to be a Friend, 2 Feotſte 
himſelf is a Friend, is alſo a fpecial Act of Faith: But wheu d le: ou 
are over the Water, this Caſe ſhall be a Yeſterday, paſt an Hund If I 
Tears ere ye were born, & the Cup of Glorie ſhall waſh the Memon ickneſ 
all this away, and make it as nothing: Onlie now take Cu ing pair 
with you under your Yoke, and let Patience have her perfect V the Kit 
for this Haſte is your Infirmitie. The Loxb is riſing up to do Hef Heave 
good in the latter End : Put on the Faith of his Salvation, ani lat pro] 
him poſting and haſting towards you. Sir, my Employmentsb is King 
ſo great, hinder me to write at more Length, excuſe me: 1 hope con: 
mindful of you. 1 ſhall be obliged to you, if ye help me with Woid him 


Prayers for this People, this Colledge, and'my own poor Me Wor!: 
Grace be with you. Remember my Love to your Wife. Land of 
| —1 N | : midſt of 


- Andrews, Feb. 13. 1640. Towrs in Chriſt Jeſus, $: 
| St. 4; 
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To the luck Mon ere 
S PETERLSTIRKLING 


7⁰ 


MAI 


Þ | Race, M 
Mehl honoured and werthy Sir, 3 3 a the L 
= ] Received yours, and cannot bur be aſhamed, that miſtaking Wh1oy by 
8 hath brought me in Court and Account, in the Heart of andi 
* Children, eſpeciallie of another Nation: 1 ſhould not MG, 
i Lie of the Grace of God, if i ſhould think, 1 have little SA; wi 
| it my ſelf : O how much better were it for me, to ſtand iy, he 
i. Sounting Table of manie, for aHalf-pennie ; and to be cn d have 


A Likey rather than a Lover of CnRIsT ! If I were weighed, , that a] 
5 tie ſhould bear down the Scale, as having Weight in the ane ine 1 
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3 
Je me; ex ept my lovelie Saviour ſhould caſt in beſide me ſome 
borrowed Worth ? and Oh if I were writing now fincerelie in 
rxrenuation, which may be, and I fear is, ſubtile and couſen= 
Pride ! Ivould I could love ſomething of Heaven's Worth, in 


. 3 Teen 


conquer back from the Creature my ſold and loſt Love, that I 
ht lay it upon Heaven's Jewel, that ever, ever blooming Flower 


e(Lozp IEEus O that he would waſh my Love, and put it on 
Mediator's Wheel, and refine it from its Droſs and Tin, that I 
ht ptopine and gift that Loxp fo Love-worthie, with all my 
e! Gif 1 could ſet a Leaſe of Thouſands of Years, and Suſ- 
fon of my Part of Heaven's Glorie, andfrif till a long Day my 
ed Salvation, ſo being, I could in this lower Kitchen and under 
tofhis Creation, be feaſted with his Love; and that Ilmight 
d rootſtool for his Glorie, before Men and Angels! Oh if he 
d let out Heaven's Fountain upon withered me, drie and ſapleſs 
| If I were but Sick of Love for his Love, (and O how would 
Sickneſs delignt me!) How ſweet would that eaſing and re- 
ling vain be to my Soul! 1 ſhallbeglad to be a Witneſs to be- 
the Kingdoms of the World become ChRIST's : I could ſtay 
of Heaven manie Years, to ſee that victorious rriumphing Loxv 
that propheſied part of his Soul-conquering Love, in taking in 
Kingdom the greater Siſter, that Kirk of the Fews, who ſomes» 
es courted our Welbeloved for her little Siſter, Cant. 8. 8. To 
od him, ſetup as an Enſign and a Banner of Love, to the Ends 
he World. And trulie we are to believe that his Warth is ripe for 


midſt of the Sea. Grace be with you, 


it. Andrews, March 6. Tours in his ſweet Lord 


1640. Jeſus, S. R. 
Io the Lad) FIN GAS K. 
14 b NI, 


a the Deſire of a Chriſtian, I make bold to write a Line or two 
you by way of Counſe!, ( howbeit I be moſt unfit for that ) 1 
404 I bleſs the Father of Lights for it, that ye have a Spirit ſet 
kekGod, and that the Poſture of your Heart is to look Heaven- 
; which is a Work and Caſt of the Mediator Curtis7's right 
id, vo putteth on the Heart a new Frame, for the which E 
id have your LA: to ſee a Tye and Bond of Obedienee laid upon 
that all may be done not fo much from Obligation of Law, as 
lethe Tye of Free- love; that the Law of Ranſom paying by 
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and all of your Mettal. O how happie were I, if I could regain 


he higheſt Garden, even my Soul- redeeming and neyer-enongh = 


Land of graven Images, and for the falling of that Mill- ſtone in 


luce, M.icy and Peace be to you: Tho? not acquainted, yet 


CHRIST. 
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change his Mind becauſe he is Gop, and refts in his Love; o 


mightie to fave; ſo being ye lay aſide all Confidence in ja 


Way to eſcape but oalie in Cuxisr : And I believe, ye have! 


like Gop, if ye ſhould chooſe him as your Liking, and he not. 


and the greater Delight and Deſire for this Love 1 Be homeli 


breathe eut Love · words and Love- ſighs for him. Remewbt 


\ 35 

to h 
as th 
phing A 


Cunisr may be the chief Ground of all your Obedience, {; 
e are not under the Law but under Grace : Withal knoy, thy 
elief is a Spiritual Sin, and fo not ſeen by Nature's Light, 

that all that Conſcience ſaith is not Scripture : Suppoſe von 


bear Witneſs againſt you, for Sins done long ago; yet becauſe Mithout 
have Pardon with Gov, that have not Peace with themſclye, Hd Tim 
to ſtand and fall by CarisT's Eſteem and Verdict of you, That h 
by that which your Heart ſaith : Suppoſe it may by Acciden WW Beauti 
good Sign, to be Fealous of vour Heavenlie Husband's Loe be- dew 
is a ſin . As there be ſome happie Sins ( if 1 my nps of 
ſo) not of themſelves, but becauſe they are Neighbour, in ſpe 
Faith and Love: And ſo worthy Lady, 1 would have you and Sc 


this, that the ancient Love of an old Husband ftands firm aa 
and let Faith hing by this ſmall Threed, that he loved yoyh 
he laid the Corner- ſtone of the World; and therefore, hee 


ple our 


t. And 
is Sin in you a good Reaſon, wherefore ye ſhould doubt of hi | 
think becauſe Sin hath put you in the Courteſie and Rever 
Juſtice, that therefore he his wroth with you 2 Neither is 
ſumption in you, to lay the Burden of your Salvation upy 


your Worth and Righteouſneſs. True Faith is humble, and {4 


o bi 
| : ] 


Neveren 
look i; 
apart © 
Idefire 
oft you 


Eſteem and high Price upon Cukisr 1 And they cannot bathe 
and ſo be ſaved, who love Tiais7, and to wnom lie is precion 


the Love of Cunisr has choſen Cuxlsr as a Lover; and it we 


you again; nay he hath prevented you in that, for ye hy 
choſen him but he hath choſen you. O conſider his Loveline 
Beautie, and that there is nothing which can commend, and 
fair Heaven or Earth, or the Creature, that is not in him, ini 


Perfection; for fair Sun and fair Moon are black, and thinkWW You 
to ſhine before his Fairneſs, Iſa. 24. 23. Baſe Heavens, and eaſon c 
lent JIxsus + Weak Angels, and ſttong and mightie Irsus: ichen 
Angel- wiſdom, and onlie Wiſe Jzsvs : Short- living Creatuſi his So 
long-living and Everlaſting Ancient of Days: Miſerab td wit! 
Sicklie and Wretched are thoſe Things, that are within Wer, and 
Circle, and onlie, onlie bleſſed Ixsus! It ye can better, 
Love ( and he giveth you Leave to love him, and AlluWLoxo \ 
alſo ) what a ſecond Heaven's Paradiſe, a young Heaven's Wot your 
is it, to be hot and burned with Fevers of Love- ſickneſs for ) let 


and the more your La: drink of this Love, there is the more Wen it a 
Fruit o 
where 
that C1 
dotrow 
ue call 
he is: When Twentie Thouſand Millions of Heaven's-lovWſ, and : 
worn their Hearts Threed-bare of Love, all is nothing, yeal E. | 

; | CE ne the be 


hunger for a Feaſt and Fill of his Love, for that's the Boldt 
March of Heaven: Nothing hath a nearer Reſemblance 
Colour and Hew and Luſtre of, Heaven, than Caz1sT loved, 


Fs 
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p, as the $ea of his deſirable Lovelineſs is! Glorified Spirits, 
phing Angels, the Crowned and Exalted Lovers of Heaven, 


id Time were from betwixt us, and that Royal and King's 
That high Majeſtie, Eternities Bloom and Flower of High- 
| Beautie, might ſhine upon Pieces of created Spirits, aud 
be-dew and over-flow us, who are Portions of endleſs Miſerie, 
mps of redeemed Sin! Alas what do 1? I but ſpill and loſe 
„ in ſpeaking highlie of him, who will bide and be above the 


le Boundleſs and Bot: omleſs Love I recommend your La: and 


t. Andrews, March 27. 


1640. Jeſus, 8. R. 
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Le Renread nd Dove Boker, 
DAVID DICKSON. 


Rwerend and dear Brother, | 3 | | 

look lite the Houſe whereof ye are a Branch: The Croſs is 
apart of the Life-rent, that lieth to all the Sons of the Houſe. 
[deſire to ſuffer with you, if I could take a Lift of your Houſe 
oft you; but ye have preached it, ere I knew anie thing of 
| Your Lokb may gather nis Roſes, and ſhake his Apples, at 
Reaſon of the Year he pleaſes; each Husbandman cannot make 
ſt when he pleaſes, as he can do: Ye are taught to know and 
his Soveraignity, which he exerciſes over you, which yet is 
| with Mercy: The Child has but changed a Bed in the 
kn, and is planted up higher, nearer the Sun, where he ſhall 
better, than in this Out-field Meer- Ground: Ye muſt think 
Loxd would not want him one Hour longer, and ſince the 
of your Loan of him was expired ( as it is, if ye read the 


on it an Exaltation and a richer Meaſure of Grace, as the 
Fit of your Croſs: 
were your Maſter hath ſet you now, ſhall find it. Iam con- 
that Curisr is o homelie with my dear Brother David Dickſon, 
borrow and lend, aud take and give with him; and ye know, 
ue called the Viſit arions of ſuch a Friend, it is ro come to the 
and to be homely with what is yours, I perſwade my ſelt upon 
edit, he hath left Drink money, and that he hath made the 
the better of him, I envy not his Waking-love, who faw 35 

| | this 


= ma 2 < | 1 | 
Letters, 389 


to his matchleſs Worth and Excellencie: O ſo Broad and 


vithout his Lovelineſs, and cannot put a Circle on it. O if 


and Songs Of Heaven, and never be enough Praiſed by us all, 


Dor La: in Chriſt” 


) let him have his own with Gain, as good Reaſon were, 1 


And I am bold to ſay, that, that Col- 
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is onlie Lopping and Snedding a fruitful Tree, that it may be 
- Fruirful; | I congratulate heartilie, with you, his new Velen 
your new Charge. Deareſt Brother, go on and faint not: 8 


Grace, Mercy and peace be to you } Impute !t not to 


 Summetr-apples, he may pluck them down before others. 0 


— m— 


— 


this Water was to be paſt through, and that now the Numb kollir 


Croſſes, lying in your Way to Glorie, are fewer by one, than Wine ! 
I ſaw you; they muſt decreaſe : It is better than anie ancien. 
modern Commentarie on your Text, that ye preach won er: mo 
Glaſgow : Read and Spell right, for he knows what he doi nd rhe 


be mai 
„that! 
eother 


{ 


thing of yours is in Heaven, beſide the Fleſh of your exalted When's, 
our, and ye go on after your own : Time's Threed is ſhorter hill but go 
Inch than it was. An Oath is ſwora and paſt the Seals, w et Sin: 
Afflictions will or not, ye muſt grow, and ſwell out of your Mes Lea 


ORD, 1 
with C 
much ( 
e be ir 


and live, and triumph, and re gn, and be mo.e than a Con jus 
for your Captain, who leads yo. on, is mote than Conqueror] 
he makes you a Paitaker of his Conqueſt and Victorie. Did 
Love to you compel me, I would not fetch Water to the Well, 


ſpeak to one, who knows better than 1 can do, what Gon isdfomt 

with him. Remember my Love to your Wife, to Mr. 7% ai 13. 1 

Friends there. Let us be helped by your Prayers, for I ceaſen cle: 
make mention of you to the Lokb, as Ido. Grace be with 1 it! 

| WS are 

St. Andrews, May 28, Tours in his ſn Wand w! 

be 1640, Jeſus, 8, of th 
| „ . | | Mr buting 
— EE COPE COS je ate 

| | et Hus 


d not 
el talnt 
e Viſitat 
g with | 
| than y. 
er fron 


To my Lady B O Y D, 


reſpective Forgetſulneſs of your La: who miniftred to mei 


Bonds, that I write not to you: Iwiſh I could ſpeak orwrite * 
might do good to your La: eſpecially now, when I think ye! " BY 
but have deep Thoughts of the deep and bottomleſs Ways 0 Thong! 
LoRD, in taking away, with a ſudden and wonderful Stroke, K he ſh 
Brethren and Friends. Ye may know, all that die for Sin, d 22? 
in Sin, and that none can teach the Almighty Knowledre; h j Te! 
ſwereth none of our Counts; and no Man can fay, What def 7 . 
It is true, your Brethren ſaw nat manie Summers; but ade. 1 th 
fear the Soveraiguity of the great Potter, who maketh and ms“ 
his Clay-veſlels, when and how it pleaſeth him. T he Under-g N 
is abſolutelie his own, and all that grows in it: His abſolut . : 
9 


bertie is Law - biding; the Flowers are his own; if ſomeb "Yb 
. 


Land ch. 
I, - De 
Wim yo 
dave it 


Wiſdom is it to Believe and not to Diſpute, to ſubject the Tho 
to his Court, and not to repine at anie Act of his Juſtice ? He 
done it, all Fleſh be ſilent: It is impoſſible to be ſubmiſliv 
religiouſly patient, if ye ſtay your Thoughts down among rhe 
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\Rcllings and Wheels of ſecond Cauſes, as, 0h the Place! Oh 
ne! Oh if this had been, this had not fellewed | 0h the 
ef this Accident with this Time and Place! Lookup to the 
ler motion and the firſt Wheel, ſee and read the Decree of Hea- 
d the Creator ot Men, who breweth Death to his Children. 
he manner of it: And they ſee far in a Milſtone, and have 
that make a Hole, to ſee thtough the one Side of a Mountain 
»other, who can take up his Ways! How wunſcarchable are his Wii 
ments, and his Ways paft finding ont | His Providence halteth - » 80 
"but goeth with even and equal Legs: Yet are they not the Vu! 
eſt Sinnets, upon whom the Tower of Sileam fell, Was not 
os Leaſe expired, and the Sand of Heaven's Sand-glaſs, ſet by 
08D, run out 2 Ts not he an unjuſt Debter, who payeth due 
with Chiding ? Ibelieve, Chriſtian Lady, your Faith leaveth 
much Charity to our LOAD þ e as to believe, how= * 
ebe in Blood ſib to that Croſs, that yet ye are exempted and | 
tom the Gall and Wrath that is in it. I dare not deny but 
18, 15.) The King of Terrors dwells in the wicked Man's 
macle : Brimſione ſhall be ſcattered on his Habitation : Yet 
n, it is ſafe for you, to live upon the Faith of his Love, whoſe 
us are over-watered and pointed with Love and Mercy to his 
and who knows how to take you and yours out of the Roll and 
| of the Dead. Our Lokp hath not the Eyes of Fleſh, in 
buting Wrath to the Thouſand Generation without Exception. 
ie ate not under the Law, but under Grace, and Married to 
e Husband, Wrath is not the Court that ye are liable to. As 
d not wiſh, neither do Ibelieve, your La: doth deſpiſe ; ſo 
e taint: Read and Spell aright all the Words and Syllables 
eViſitation, and Miſcall neither Letter nor Syllable in it. Come 
z with the Lokp, and ee, and lay no more Weight upon the 
than your Cuxlsr hath laid upon ĩit: If the Law's Bill get an 


0 er trom Cualsr, the Curſes of it can do no more: And I. 
1. je have reſolved, that if he ſhould grind you to Powder, your 
5 and powder ſhall believe his Salvation: And who can tell, _ 


Thoughts of Love and Peace our Loxy hath to your Children? 
|, he mall make them famous, in execut ing the written Judg- 


won the Enemies of the Loxb, This Honeur have all bis 
. 149. 8. And that they fall bear Stones on their 
1 


ders, for building that City, that is called, Exel. 46. 35. Tbe 

ID is there: And happie ſhall they be, who have a Hand in 

licking of Babel, and come out in the Year of Vengeance, for 

onroverizte of Zion, again the Land of graven Images. 

tore, Madam, let the LoD make out of your Father's Houſe 

Vork, even of Fudgment, that he pleaſetn: What is Wrath 

as, 1s Mercy to you and your Houle. It is Faith's Work, to 

land challenge loving Kindneſs, out of all the rougheſt Strokes 

b. Do tuat for the Lok, which ye will do for Time; Time 

en your Heart at that which Gop hath done, and let our 

* ure it nom. What Love ye did bear to Friends now 2 
24, ci Wh . eing 
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352 Mr. Rwtherfoor's Fin 


ſeing they ſtand now in no need ot it, let it fall as juſt Legacy 


Foil. 


Curist. O how ſweet to put out manie ſtrange Lovers, and! 
in Cuntsr ! It is much for our Half-ſlain Affections to yart 
that, which we believe we have Right unto; but the Servantsf 
mould be our Will; and he is the best Servant, who retaineth 
of his own Will, and moſt of his Maſter's. That much Wii, 


T 


muſt be aſcribed to our Lord, that he knoweth how to lead lis SN 
in through and ont-through the little Time-hells, and the piec eur! 
Time- during Wraths, in this Life; and yet keep ſafe his pired 
without any Blurr upon the old and great Seal of free EleQil whe 
And ſeing his Mountains of Braſs 3 the mightie and ſtrong MW * 
crees of free Grace in Cunisr, ſtand ſure, and the Covenant aj-not] 
eth faſt for ever as the Days of Heaven, let him ſtrike and ny . | 
his Seyiking muſt be a very Alt of Saving; leing Strokes upo wee 
ſecret Ones come from the ſoft and Heavenlie Hand of the ook 
atour, and his Rods are ſteeped and watered in that Flood and Pen 
of Love, that cometh from the G0 D- Man's Heart of our d 05 
and Soul. redeeming Ixsus. I hope ye are content to friſt the( hd 
tioner of Mankind his own Conqueſt, Heaven, till he pay a he is: 
you, and bring youto aState of Glorie, where he ſhall never MY... b 
Finger upon, nor lift a Hand to you again: And be content = 
withal greedilie covetous of Grace, the Intereſt and Pledg 1 
Glorie. If I did not believe your Crop to be on the Ground, q 17 
Vvour Part of that Heaven of the Saints Heaven, white and rut 1 
fair, fair and beautiful Jxsvs, were come to the Bloom and Er 
Flower, and near your Hook, I would not write this; but =. 
Time's Threed is ſhort, and ye are uponthe Entrie of Heaven“ . rs 
veſt, and CaRtsT, the Field of Heaven's Glorie, is white and pn 
like, the Loſſes that 7 write of to your La: are but Summer ſto 13 
that will onlie wet your Garments for an Hour or two, andthe rp 
of the new Jeruſalem ſhall quicklie dry the wet Coat; eſpeci * 
leing Rains of Affliction cannot ſtain the Image of Go, org th 
Grace caſt the Colour: And ſince ye will nor ator upon him, Wh: 4 6h 
will not change upon you, Idurſt in Weakneſs think my ſelf no = 
ritual Seer, it I ſhould propheſie, that Day. liglit is near, when tr A 
a Morning-darkneſs is upon you;and that this Trial of your Chi gs an 
Mind towards him, whom ye dare not leave, howbeit he ſhould 15 al | 

you, ſuall cloſe with a doubled Mercy. It is Time for Faith to hold n- 7 
as much of CuRISsT, as ever ye had, and to make the Grip ſtio "ak 
and to cleave cloſſer to him; ſeing CuRIST loves to be believer; be 

and truſted to: The Glorie of Iaying Strength upon One, tl act 
mightie to ſave, is more than we can think: That piece of Ne. 
vice of believing in a ſmiting Redeemer, is a precious Part of no ey 
dience. O what Glorie to him, to lay over the Burden of out ee 
ven upon him, that purchaſed for us an eternal Kingdom vho : 
| bleſſed Soul who can adore, and kiis his lovely free Grace. ike the 0 
Grace of Cunts be with your Spirit. wit 4 : 
St. Andrews, Octob. 15. Tours at all Obedienf lk 6 f 


1640. 1 Chriſt Jeſus, 8. 
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TAGNES Me MATH. 
Dear Sify, | 8 
Four Lo p hat h taken away your Child, your Leaſe of him is ex- 
pied; and ſeing Cuxisr would want him no longer, it is your 
part to hold your Peace, and worſhip and adore the Soveraign- 
and Liberty, that the Potter hath over the Clay, and Pieces of 
1a7-nothings, that he gave Life unto: And what is Man to 
land ſummond the Almighty to his lower Court down here? 
rhegiveth Account of none of his Doings : And if ye will take a 
an ofa Child, and give him back again to our Loxp, laughing, 
his borrowed Goods ſhould return to him; believe, he is not gone 
ay, but ſent before; and that the Change of the Countrey ſhould 
dle you think, he is not loſt to you, who is found to Chriſt, and 


in, A going down Star is net annihilate, but ſhall appear again. 
te hath caſten his Bloom and Flower, the Bloom is fallen in Hea- 
nin Chriſt's Lap; And as he was lent awhile to Time, ſo is he 


ndof Life, is onlie in ſome few years, which wearerh every Day 
ter, and ſome ſhort and ſoon-reckoned Summers will give you a 
ting with him; but what? with him? Nay, with bette: Com- 
u wich the Chief and Leader of the Heavenlie Troops, that are 
ng on white Horſes, that are .riumphing in Glorie. If Death 
e asleep, that had no Wakening, we might ſorrow 2 But our 
band ſhall quickl ie be at the Bed- ſides of all, that lie ſleeping in 
Grave, and ſhall raiſe their mortal Bodies, ChRIST was 
th's Cautioner, who gave his Word to come and looſe all the 
pawns, and ſet them at his own right Hand: And our 
toner, unis, hath an Act of Law-ſurety upon Death, to 
et back his Captives: And that Loap J=svs, who knows the 
ſings and Windings, that is in tha“ black Trance of Death, has 
bred all the Steps of the Stair up to Heaven; He knows how 
the Turnpike is, or how manie pair of Stairs high it is; for he 
ded that Way himſelf, Rev. 1. 18. I was dead and am alive. 
wx ne lives at the right Hand of Gop, and his Garments have 
ſomuch as a Smell of Death. Your Afli&ions ſmell of the 
liens Caſe, the Bairns of the Houſe are ſo nurtured, and Suffte- 
m0 new Life, it is but the Rent of the Sons: Baſtards have 
much of the Rent: Take kindlie and heartſomlie with his x 
ho nerer ye flew a Child with the Croſs: He brews your 
heretore drink it patientlie and with the better Will. Stay 
fat ou, tilt Chriſt looſe the Knot that faſteneth his Croſs on 
lack; for he is coming to deliver: And I pray you, Ster, 
T | learn 


the is now before you, and that the dead in Chriſt ſhall be raiſed 


| 
| 
| 
| 
li 


en now to Eternitie, which will take your ſelf : And the diffte- 
ce of your Shipping and his to Heaven and CuRIST's Shore, the 
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learn to be worthie of his Pains, who corrects; and let him im 
and be ye waſhen ; for he has a Father's Heart and a Father, 
whois training you up, and making you meet for the high yy 
This School of Suffering # a Preparation for the King's hy 
Houſe : And let all your Viſitations ſpeak all the Letters gf, 
Lord's Summonds, they cry, 1. O vain World! 2. O bine 
3. O ſbort and uncertain Time ' 4. O fair Eternity; that dsc 
5 and Death! 5. O Kengly and Princely Bridegroom| Ha 
Glorie's Marriage, ſhorten Time's ſhort ſpun and ſoon broken Thy 
and conquer Sin 6. O happy and bleſſed Death, that Gy 
Bridge laid over by Chriſt my Lon, berwixr Time's Clay-banky 
Heaven's Shore! And the Spirit and the Bride ſay Come, aul 
(wer ye with them, Even ſo, come Lord Fejus! Come quickly" ( 
be with you. . | 
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St. Andrews, Oftob. 15. Tour Brother in hi [ 


1640. | | Lord Feſus, S; | 


—— 88 e | 
To Mr. MATTHEW MOWA 

| Reverend and dear Brother, 
| Hat am Ito anſweryou ? Alas! My Books areallh 
and ſhew me little of God ; I would fain go beyond 
in to his Houſe of Love, to himſe f. Dear Brother, 
ther ye, nor I, are Parties worthie of his Love or Knowledge, 
how has Sin bemiſted and blinded us, that we cannot ſee him! 
for my poor ſelf, I am pained and like to burſt, becauſe he ul 
take down the Wall, and fetch his uncreated Beautie, and briny 
matchleſs, white and ruddy Face out of Heaven Oxe's Errand,t 
may have Heaven meeting meere I go to it, in ſuch awonk 
Sight: Ye know that Majeſty and Love do humble, becauſe hi 
ly Love to Sinners dwells in him with Majeſty : Ye ſhouldgir 
all his qwn Court-ftiles, his high and Heaven- names. Wha 
to ſhape Conceptions of my Higheſt Loxd ? How Broal 
how High and how Deep he is, above and beyond what thele( 
cept ions are, Icannot tell: But for my on weak PraQice(1 
alas! can be no Rule to one, ſo deep in Love-ſickneſs with ( 
as ye are] I would fain add to my Thoughts, and eſteem of hig 
make him more high, and would wiſh an Heart and Love teal 
ſand Times wider, than the outmoſt Circle and Curtain, tha 
about the Heaven of Heavens, to entertain him, in that Hel 
with that Love. But that which is your Pain: ny dear Broth 
mine alſo. Iam Confounded with the Thoughts of him. || 
Go is caſten (if i may ſpeakſo ) in a ſweet Mould, at 
lie Image, in the Perſon of that Heaven's Jewel, the Maud 
and that the Steps of that ſteep Aſcent and Stair to the God 
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lei of Chriſt, the New and Living Way; and there is footin 
zich, in that curious Ark of the Humanity : Therein dwell- 
the Zodhead married upon our Humanitie. I would be in Heaven, 
ofe 1 had not an other Errand, but to ſee that dainty Golden 
and Gor perſonallie looking out at Ears and Eyes and a Body, 
as we Sinners h.ve, that I might wear my ſinfu! Mouth in Kiſſes 
m for evermore : And I know. all the Three bleſſed Perſons 
1d be well pleaſed, that my Piece ot faint and created Love ſhould 
oaſt upon the Man Car1sT ; I ſhould fee them all through him. 
called from writing by my great Imployments in this Town, 
haveſaid nothing: But what can J ſay of him? Let us go 
6 | 


1 # 


St, Andrews. Tours in his ſweet Lord 


1 1640. 3 Jeſus, 8. R. 
10 my Lady K E N M. U RE. 
Al Fi AD A Mz, 


ace, Mercy and Peace be to your La: I am heartily ſorry that 
voi La: is deprived of ſuch an Hasband, and the Lord's Kirk of 
ire and faithful a Friend. I know, yo r La long ago made 
aintance with that, wherein Chriſt will have you joy ned in a 
dyſhip with Himſelt, even with his own Croſs; and hath taught 
o tay your Soul upon the Logy's Good-will, who giveth not 
im ont of his Matters to anie of us When he hath led you through 
ug water, that was in your Way to Glorie, there are fewer behind : 
vr his Order in Diſmiſſing us, and ſending us out of the Market, 
1d, efore another, is to be Reverenced One years Time in of Hea- 
onen l allow up ail Sorrows, even beyond all Compariſon: What 
e vill not a Duration of Blefſednets, fo long as Gor fhall live, 
gie and abundantlie recompenſe ? It is good that out Lox 
given a Debter, obliged by gracious Promiſes, for more in K- 
toi ie, than Time can take from you: And I belleve, your La: 
ee been now manie years adviſing and thinking, what that Glorie 
| de, which is abiding the Pilgrims and Strangers on the Earth, 
th they come home, and which we may think of, love and 
fluß for, but we cannot comprehend it, nor conceive of it as it is, 
ren ess can we over-think or over-love it. O ſo long a Chapter, or 
rt, ſo long a Volume, as CHisT is, in that Divinity of Glorie! 
eis no more of him let down no to be ſcen and eujoyed by his 
ren, but as much as may feed Hunger in this Life, but not ſa- 
tit. Lour L: is a Debter to the Son of Gov's Crols, that is 
ang out Love and Affiance in the Creature, out of your Heart by 
u es: Or rather, the Obligation ſtands to his free Grace, who 
for your La: in this gracious Diſpenſation; and who is pre- 
| . pating 


pit. 40+ Letter,, 397 
k vas at the Lip of ſweet Jelus, and he drank of it; and ſo it hath 
emell of his Breath z And I conceive ye lave it not the worſe, 
tit is thus ſugared; therefore drink, and believe the Reſurrecti- 
| ofyour Son's Bodie; if one Coal of Hell could fall off the exal- 
1 Head Jeſus, Jeſus the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, and 
n me to Aſhes, knowing I were a Partner with Chriſt, and a 
los- barer with him, ( tho? the unworthieſt of Men) I think 
ould die a lovelie Death in that Fire, with him: The worſt 
nosof Chriſt, even his Croſs, have much of Heaven from him- 
if, and ſo hat your Chriſtian Sorrow, being ot kin to Chriſt's in 
that Kind: If your Sorrow were a Baſtard, and not of Chriſt's 
ouſe ( becauſe of the Relation ye have to him in Conformitie 
*h his Death and Sufferings ) I ſhould the more compaſhonate 
pur Condition; bu: kind and compaſhonate Jeſus, at every Sigh ye 
ye for the Loſs of your nou-glorified Child, ( ſolbelieve, as iz 
jet) with a Man's Heart, cries, Half mine. I was not a Wits 
sto his Death, being called out of the Kingdom; but ye ſhall 
edit thoſe whom 1 do credit, (and I dare not lie) he died 
mfortably : It is true, he died before he did ſo much Service to 
kit on Earth, as I hope and heartilie deſire, your Son Mr. Hage 
ere dear to me in Jeſus Chriſt ) ſhall do: But that were a 
i Matter of Sorrow, if this were not to counter>ballance it, that 

has changed Service-honſes, but has not changed Service or 
after, Rev. 22. 3. And there ſhall be no more Curſe, but the Throne 
God and of the Lamb ſhall bein it, and his der ants ſhall ſerves 
m What he could have done in this lower Houte, he is now upon 
t fame Service in the higher Houſe, and it is all one, it is the 
me deryice, and the fame Maſter, only there is a Change of Con- 
tons: And ye are not to think it a bad Bargain for your belo- 
d Son, where he hath Gold for Copper and Braſs, Eternity for 
me, Ibelieve Chriſt has taught you ( for Lgive Credit to ſuch 

itnefs of you, as your Son Mr. Rzgh ) not to ſorrow becaule 
lied: All the Knot mult be, He died too ſoon, he died too young, 
lud in the Morning of his Life, this is all; but Soveraignty 
ufilence your Thoughts. I was in your Condition: I had but 
o children, and both are dead ſince I came hither. The Supream 
dablolate Former of all things, giveth not an Account of anie of 
Matters: The good Husband-man may pluck his Roſes, and 
tier in his Lillies at Mid ſummer, and for ought I dare ay, in 
ebeginning of the firſt Summer Moneth ; And he may tranſplant 
up Trees out of the lower Ground to the higher, where they 
bare more of the Sun, and a more free Air, at any Seaſon of 
cler: What is that to you or me? The Goods are his own. 
e Creator of Time and Winds did a mercitul Injury (if 7 dare 
uo the Word ) to Nature, in landing the Paſſenger fo earlic. 
ey love the Sea too well, who complain of a fair Wind and a 
wableTide, and a ſpeedie coming a Shore, eſpeciallie a coming 
pore in that Land, where all the Inhabitants have everlaſting 
i bon their Heads: He cannot be too earlie in Heaven: His 
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Mr. Rut herfoord's 
twelve Hours were not ſhort Hours: 


this, had ye been at his Bed - ſide, and ſhould have f N 
ming to him, ye would not, ye could not, have ee 


T Epift, 4 


And withal, if ye conſid 


free Love, who would want him no longer: And dyingi 
Land, where his Mother could not cloſe his 1768 1 5 1 
Who cloſed Meſes's Eyes? And who put on his Windir * 
For aughtI know, neither Father nor Mother nor Friend 10 
onlie: And there is as expedite, fair, and eaſie a Way bet i 
Scotland and Heaven, as if he had died in the verie Bed <a be 
in: The whole Earth is his Father's : Anie Corner of hi 
thei's Houſe is good enough to die in. It may be, the livin 2 
(Iſpeak not cf Mr. Hugh ) 1s more Grief to you, chan theden 
Ye are to wait on, if at anie time Gop ſhall give him Repenta ö 
Gl. riſt aited as long poſſiblie on you and me; certain l e lon 5 
me : And if he ſhould deny Repentance to him, 7 could ſa o 
thing to that; but 7 hope better things of him: It "eng h 
C hrift will have this World your Step-dame : Tlove'not od 
dition the worſe : it may be a Proof, that ye are not a Child oft 
lower Houſe, but a Stranger; Shriſt ſees it not good onlie, b 
your enn good, to be led thus te Heaven: And think this af 


cy without Hire, ye paid nothing for it: And who can put a Pf 


Gob hath given to you to ſuffer for him the Spoiling of 

eſteem it as an Act of free Glace alſo: Ye ne 5 Loker en 
himſelf £ And I perſwade my ſelf, it ye could prize Chiiſt, u 
thing could be bitter to you. Grace, grace be with you, 


Tour Brother and 


Londen, 1645. 
a | | wiſper, 8. R. 
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1 BARBARA HAMILTO 


Worthy Friend, 


| | Race be to you: I do unwillingly write unto you of th 


Decrees, when they bring forth their Fruits, all Actions, good a 


ill, tweet and ſowre, in their Time; But w entli 
5 owre, e ſee not preſentlie 
After-birth of Goy's Decree, zo wit, his bleſſed Eid: 40 the gd 
that he bringeth out of the Womb of his holy and ſpotleſs Counſe 


We lee his Working, and we loxrow ; The End of his Coun 


' Your, that he hath beſtowed upon you, Free. free Grace, that is Mt 


upon anie thing of Royal and princely Ixsus CurisT? And th 


| which Gop hath done concerning your Son-in-Jaw ; onli 
1 believe ye look not below Chriſt, ir the hiekeſ * m 
ſupream Act of Providence, which moves all Wheels. And ceitaf 
ly, what came down enacted and concluded, in the great Book 
fore the Throne, and ſigned and ſubſcribed with the Hand whi 
never did wrong, ſhould be kiſſed and adoxed by us. We ſee Go 
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Ait. 112! „ Letters, 395 
ana working lieth hidden and underneath the Ground, and there- 
Fore we cannot believe: Even amongſt Men; we ſee hewen Stones, 
-mber and an hundred ſcattered Parcels and Pieces of an Houſe, 
L1).Undey-too/s, Hammers and Axes and Saws; yer the Houſe, the 
p-autic and Eaſe of ſo manie Lodgings ar d Eaſe-rovms, we neither 
Genorunderſtand for the preſent : Theſe are but in the Mind and 
Head of the Builder, as yet. We ſee red Earth, unbroken Clods, 
Furrows and Stones, but we ſee not Summer-lilies, Roſes, and the 
Peautic of a Garden. If ye give the Loxb Time to work, (as often 
te chat believeth not maketh haſte, but not ſpeed ) his End is 
uuder the Ground; and ye ſhall fee, it was your good, that your 


thought good to have no more of his Service here, yet Rev, 22, 3. 


either in Earth or in Heaven: But ye are to look to him, who 
giveth the Hireling both his Leave and his Wages: ſor his naked 
Aim and Furpoſe to ſerve Chriſt, as weil as for ms Labour's ; It is 
it up in Chriſt's Account, ſuch a Labourer did ſweat forty years in 


he wk 0 accepteth of the Vill for the Deed, counteth ſo: None can 
teach the Lokp to lay an Account: He numbreth the Drops of 


much Studying to give a Name to everie Star in the Firmament, great 
or ſmal!, See Lev. x0. veiſ. 3. And Aaron held his Peace: Ye 


was in another Hand: Hear the Rod what it preacheth, and ice 
the Name of Gop, Micah 6. y. And xnow that there is ſomewhat 
of God and Heaven in the Rod. The Majefty of the unſearchable. 


Goings are equal, who hath done it. I know, our Loxp aimeth at 
more Mortitication : Let him not come in vain to your Houſe, 
and loſe the Pains of a merciful Viſiter. Gop, the Founder, never 
melteth in vain 3 howbeit to us, he ſeemeth often to loſe both Fire 
and Mettal : But Il know, ye are more in this Work, than I can be: 
There is no Cauſe to faint or wearie. Grace be with you, and the 
Ich Conſolations of Jeſus Chriſt ſweeten your Croſs, and ſupport 
you under it, I reſt, —_— | 9 


London, Octob. 15. 


1645. „ er, S. N. 


zon hath changed Dwelling- places, but not his Maſter: Chriſt 


Hs Servants ſhail ferve him: He needeth not us not our Service, 


Chrifi's Vineyard, howbeit he-got not Leave to Labour ſo lung, becauſe 
Rain, and knoweth the Stars by their Names: It would take us 


know his two Sons were ſlain, whilſt they offered ſtrange Fire tothe 
Lond. Command your Thoughts to be ſilent: If che Souldiers of 
Newcaſtle had done this, ye might have Stomached; but the Weapon 


and bottomleſs Ways and Judgments of Gop is not ſeen in the Rod, 
and the ſeeing of them requiteth the Eyes of the Man of Wiſdom. 
[fthe Sufferings of ſome other with you in that Loſs could eaſe you, 
jewant them not: But he can do no wrong, he cannot halt, his 


Yours. in his Lord and 


—— — 


— 
Aeon —ů <A 5 * 


for it: Pay not then your Debts with grudging: Sorrow may gi. 


Wiſdom, ere we, Creatures of yeſterday, were born, and fhall nite 


deny God to be wiſe in all he doth ) that ye have loſt one in Eart 


greater Favour for my ſelf, than that Chriſt laid a Neceſſitie, and 


Wiſdom, as a Child of Wiſdom, ye juſtifie your Mother, The Wi: 
dem ef Ged ([ whoſe Child ye are ] ye ſhall kiſs and embrace this 


Mr. Rwherfoor's pi. ;of 


* I * th. n — — 
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To Miſtreſs E U N E. 
Loving Siſter, | ENT 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: If ye have any thing better 
than the Husband of your Youth, ye ere Jeſus Chriſt's Dehter 


—— 
— 


0 
miniſn from the ſweet Fruit of Righteouſneſs ; but Quietneſs, $i. Lo 
lence, Submiſſion and Faith, put a Crown upon your ſad Loſſes; Race, 
Ye know whoſe Voice the Voice of a crying Rod is, Micah 6. 3 tha: 


The Name and Majefty of the Logos is writren on the Rod: Read: ; 
and be inſtructed: Let Chriſt have the Room of the Husband, kee lea. 


hath now no need of yoũ, or of your Love; for he enjoyeth as much Ming at 
of the Love of Thriit, as his Heart can be capable of. 1 confeſs, Meir Fo 


It is a dear · bought Experience, to teach you to undervalue the Crea- Miontend 


ture; yet it is not too dear, if Chriſt think it ſo. 1 know, that the ¶ Zion, 
Diſputing of your Thoughts againſt his going thither, the Way and ettling 
Manner of his Death, the Inſtruments, the Place, the Time, will not Rel 
eaſe your Spirits; except ye riſe higher than ſecond Cauſes, and be Meat, u 
filent becauſe the Loxp has done it: If we meaſure the Goings of ben G. 
the Almighty and his Ways, the Bottom wherèof we ſee not, ve eit! 
nte miſtake Gop, O ho little a Portion of Gop fee we! Heise, 
ar above out ebb and narrow Thoughts: He ruled the World in om 
thim, 
Way 
his. W. 
ich w. 
wen 
There has been tootittle. of your Love and Heart in Heaven, and ſy hal 
therefore the Jealcuſie of Chriſt has done this: It is a Mercie, that Amade 
he contends with you and all your Lovers: I ſhould defire no i" 
Has 
uket 
now al 
nal 
Earth 
at mo 
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g K 
Fant, 


It, when we ſhall be lodging beſide the Worms and Corruption, 
Onlie, learn Heavenlie Wiſdom, Self-denial and Mortification by 
this ſad Loſs : I know, that it is net for nothing except 


took on ſuch Bonds upon himſelf; ſuch an one 1 muſt have, and 
ſuch a Soul I cannot live in Heaven without, Foh. 10. 16. And be- 
lieve it, it is incomprehenſible Love, that Chriſt ſaith, Tf I enjoy 
the Glory of my Father, and the Crown of Heaven far above Men and 
Angels, I muſi uſe all Means, tho never ſo vielent. to have the 
Company of ſuch an One, for ever and ever. If with the Eyes of 


Loſs, and fee much of Chriſt in it: Believe and ſubmir, and refet wp, I 
the In· come of the Conſolations of Jeſus, and the Event of the Trial, dis wo 
to your Heavenlie Father, who numbreth all your Fairs: And put W's Bl; 
Chtiſt in his own Room in your Love: It may be he has either been Lone 
out of his own Place, or in a Place of Love inferiour to his Worth, hi. 
Repair Chriſt in all his Wrongs done to him, and love Low we 

| | Tuchand; 


. 3 | Letters, 
band; and he, that is a Husband to the Widow, thall be that to 
du, which he hath taken from you, Grace be with you. 


= 
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London. Octob. 15. Your ſympathizing 
1645» 5 Brother, S. R. 


„BARBARA HAMILTON. 


Loving Siſter, | | 88 Fs 

Race, Mercy and Peace be to you 3 1 have heard with Grief 
that Newcaſtle hath taken one more, in a Bloody account, than - 
fore; even yeur Son in-law, and my Friend. But Thope, ye 
e learned that much of Chriſt, as not to look to Wheels rolled 


uch und about on Earth: Earthen Veſlels are not to diſpute with 
eſs, Meir Former: Pieces of Sinning-clay may, by Reaſoning and 
rea- Nontending with the Potter, mar the Work of him, Who has his Fire 
the Zien, and his Furnace in Feruſalem; As Bullocks, ſweating and 


fling in the Furrow, make their Yoke more heavie. In Quietneſs 
d Reſt ye ſhall be ſaved. If Men do anie thing contrary to our 
art, we may ask both he didit? And Whet is done? And HH 
; of When Gop hath done any ſuch thing, we are to enquire Who hath 
we Bi: And to know, that this cometh from the Lov, who is 
le 13 rer in Counſel: But we are not to ask What or Why? If it 
| in tom the Loa { as certainlie there is no Evil in the City with- 
rule him, Amos 3, 6, ] it is enough; the faireſt Face of his ſpot- 
on, Way is but coming, and ye are to believe his Works, as well 
by Wii's Word. Violent Death is a Sharer with Chriſt in his Death, 
2 uch was violent ? It maketh not much, hat Way we go to 
een the happie Home is all, where the Roughneſs of the 
and Wy mall be forgotten: He is gone home to a Friend's Houle, 
that Wd made Welcome, and the Race is ended: Time is recompenſed 
no Wi Eternity, and Copper with Gold: Gop's Order is in Wiſdom, 
and WF Husband goes home before the Wife, and the Throng of the 
and Weket mall be over, ere it be long, and another Generation where 
be · now ate; and at length an emprie Houſe, and hot one of Man- 
ni anall be upon the Earth, within the ſixth part of a1. Tout, after 
and WF Earth and tlie Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up with Fire: 
the WE more that Chriſt is about to remove, when he carrieth home 
s of Wnuch of his Pleniſhing betore hand: We cannot teach the Al- 
iſ ty Knowledge: When he was directing the Bullet againſt his 
this rant, to fetch eut the Soul, no wife Man could cry to Gob, Wrong, 
efct Ng, Lord for he is thine own There is no Miſt over his Eyes, 
rial, 015 wonder fal in Counſel If Zion be builded with your Son in- 
put , Blood, the Lon  ( deep in Counſel ) can glew together 
een r Siones of Zion with Blood, and with that Blood, Mich is preci- 
oy Ls Eyes,. Chriſt has fewer Labourcrs in his Vineyard * * 
T $ | W he 


he had; but ſome moe Witneſſes for his Cauſe, and the Lokb's c, 
venant with the three Nations What is Chriſt's Gain is not yoy 
Los: Let not that, which is his holy and wiſe Will, be your w 
believing Sorrow. Though 1 reallie judge, I had Intereſt in þ; 
dead Servant; yet becauſe he now lives to Chriſt, I quite the Hope 
I had of his ſucceſsful Labouring in the Miniftery. I know, hen 
praiſeth the Grace that he was to preach: And if there were a bet 
thing on h's Head now in Heaven, than a Crown, or anie thi 
more excellent than Heaven, he would caſt it down before his Per 
who ſitteth on the Throne: Give Glorie therefore to Chriſt, 35 
now doth, and fay, Thy will be done. The Grace and Conſolationt 
Chriſt be with you, | 


i 


London, Nov. 15. Tours in his fweet [ = 
1645. | Jeſus, S: R. fortad 
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| | | { 
. To the Viſcounteſs of KENMURE 
MAD A NI, | : 5 


race, Mercy and Peace be to your La: Tho? Chriſt loſe no Tin 


10 
yet when ſintul Men drive his Chariot, he Wheels of hisC 


riot move ſlowlie: The Woman Zien as ſoon as ſhe trayai [ 
brought forth her Children; yea, I/. 66. 7. Before ſhe travai | 
ſhe bronght forth; before her Pain came, ſhe was delivered“ * 
Man child et the Deiiverance of the People was with the Wh Defir 
man's going with Child Seventy Years, that is, moie than now 
Moneths. There be manie Oppoſit: ons in carrying on the wf who 
but 1 hope the Lon D will build his own Zion, and evidence H follo. 
that it is done not by Might. mor by Power, but by the Spirit me:“ 
Lord Madam. I nave heard of your Infirmities of Body nt Ger 
\ Sickneſs : 1 know, the Iſſue ſhall be Mercie to you, and tnat GWM iter i; 
Purpoſe, which lies hidden under Ground to you, is, to com Mged, 
the Sweetneſs of his Love, and Care to you from your Youth : Ne 0; 
if all the ſad Lofles, Trials, Sickneſſes, Infirmities, Griets, Wterefo 
vineſs, and Inconſtancie of the Creature, be expounded ( ati do 
Jam they ate ) the Rods of the Jealoufie of an Husbard in Wilkes 
ven, contending with all your Lovers on Earth, ( tho? thereſurowr 
Millions of them) for your Love, re fetch more of your Witte pl. 
home to Heaven, to make it ſingle, unmixt and chaſte to the i Hon 
in Heaven and Earth, to Jeſus the Prince of Ages, ye will f Huis Ki; 
( to borrow that Word) everie Rod of Gop, and not let the , 10: 
- down on your Wrath, againſt anie Meſſenger of your afflidinfWdinn 
correcting Father; Since your Ls cannot bur fee, that the de! 
at which Chriſt hath aimed theſe Twen: y Four Years and il des 
is, to have the Companie and Fellowſhip of ſuch a ſinful Crt 9 up 
"0 ec; 


in Heaven with him, fosall &ternitie; and becauſe he will not 


* 
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js the power of his Love) enjoy his Father's Glorie, and that 
Crown, due to him by eternal C enerat on, without you by Name, 
Jb. 17. 24. Jeb. to. 16. Joh. 14. v. 3. Therefore, Madam, 
beliere no Evil of Chriſt: liſten to no hard Reports, that h:s Rods 
male of him to you. He hath loved you, and wi ſhed you from your 
dis, and what would ye have more; is that too-lirrle, except he 
adjourn all Croſſes, till ye be where ye ſhall be out of a), Capacit'e 
toſigh or to be croſſed; J hope, ye can deſire no more, no eater, 
nor more excellent Suit, than Chriſt, and the Fe!lowſhip of the 
Lamb for evermore: And if that Defice be anſwered in Heaven, 
[ 451 am ſure it is, and ye cannot deny bur it is made ſure to yon ] 
the Wan: of theſe poor Accidents of a living Husbaud, of manie 
childten, of an healthful Bodie, of a Life of Eaſe in the World, 

without one Knot in the Ruſh, are nobly made up, and may be com- 

ſottablie born. Grace, grace be with your Za: ct | 


London, Oftob. 16. War La at all Obedieme in 
1 | . 


— . | ER 2 wy Be. 
—_— 


Io a Chriftian F R IEND pon the 
Death of big Wife. 


Worthy Friend, on | 
Defite o faffer with you, in the Loſs of a loving and good Wife, 
now gone before, according to the Method and Order of him, 
f whole Underſtandin there is no ſearching out] whither ye are 
follow : He that made Yeſterday to go be fore this Day, and the 
ume: Generation, in Birth and Life, to have been before this pre- 
nt Generation; and has made ſome Flowers to grow and die and 
tber in the Moneth of May, and others in June, cannot be chal- 
iged, in the Order he has made of things without Souls : And 
me Order he muf} keep alſo here, that one might bury another: 
terefore I hope, ye ſhall be dumb and ſilent, becauſe the Loxp 
ah done it: What Creatures or Undei-cauſes do in ſintul 
lakes, are ordered in Wifdom by your Father, at whoſe Feet 
prown Soul and your Heaven lies, and fo the Days of your Wife: 
the Place ſhe has left, were anie other than a Piiſon of Sin; and 
e Home ſhe is gone to, anie other than where her Head and Savi- 
vis King of the Land, your Grief had deen more rational; but 1 
lt, Jour Faith of the Reſurrection of the dead in Chriſt to Glorie 
dimmortalitie, will lead you to ſuſpend your Lppging for her, 
ll the Morning and Dawning of that Day, when the Archangel 
ul deſcend with a Shout, to gather all his Friſoners out of the 
Weupto himſelf. To believe this is beſt for you: and to be ſi- 
rr becaule he has done it, is o Wiſdom, It is much to come 


Olle 


— * — 
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- out of the Loxy*s School of Trial. wiſer and more experienced ini 
Ways of Gop. And it is our Happineſs, when Chriſt opereth 
Vein, hetaketh nothing but ill Blood from his ſick Ones, Chi 
Hath Skill to do — if our Corruption mar not ] the Ait e 
Metcie in cortecting: We cannot of our (elves take away the Ii 
the Lead, and the Scum that remaineth in us: And if Chiift þ 
not Maſter of Work, and if the Furnace go its alone, he not ſan; 
ing nigh the melting of his own Veflel, the Labour were loſt, an 
the Founder ſhould melt in vain : God knows {ome of us have lo 
much Fire, Sweating and Pains to our LoxD JEsus, and the veſſ 
is almoſt marred, the Furnace and Rod of Gop ſpilt, and Day. ligt 
burnt, and the Reprobate Metal not taken away, ſo as ſome are 
anſwer to the Majeſty of God, for the Abuſe of manie good Croſſe 
and rich Afffictions, loſt without the quiet Fruit of Righteouſne 
And it is a ſad thing, when the Rod is curſed, that never Fruit fi 
grow on it: And except Chriſt's Dew fall down, and his Summe 
Sun ſhine, and his Grace follow Afflictions, to cauſe them bit 
forth Fruit to Gov, they are ſo Fruitleſs to us, that our evil Grout 
{ rank anl fat enough for Briers] caſteth up a Crop of noiſo 
Weeds: The Rod [ as the Prophet ſaith, Exek. 7. 10, 11, 
bleſſometh, Pride buddeth forth, Violence riſeth up inte a Rid 
Wickedneſs ; and all this hath been my Caſe under man ie Rods, fu 
I ſaw you. Grace be with you. | a ig 
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| London, 1645. | | Yours in his ſweet Lin 
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To 4 Cbriſtian BROTHER, 


| Reverend and leloved in the Lord. Oe | 
JF may be I have been too long ſilent ; but I hope ye vill not 

pute it to Forgetfulneſs of you. As Lhave heard of the Death 
Your Daughter, with Heavineſs of Mind on your Behalf; ſoa 
much comforted, that ſhe heth evidenced, to your felf and ot 
"Witneſſes, the Hope of the Reſurrection of the dead: Asſc 


Corn is not loſt; ( for there is more Hope of that which is of M : 
than of that which is eaten, 1 Cor. 15. 42. ) fo alſo is it in ace. 
Reſurrection of the Dead; the Body is ſown in Corruption, and 
raiſed in Incorruption ; it is ſown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed in and 
rie. I hope ye wait for the Crop and Harveſt, 1 Thef 4. 14+ Wire, | 
sf we believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo alſe them vihh"the \ 
feep in Jeſus will God bring withhim; then they are not Joſt, Foot 
are gathered in to that Congregation of the Firft born, and the ¶ lou: i 
neral Aſſemblie of the Saints. Tho” we cannot ovt-run nor oe En: 
take them that ate gone before, yet we ſhall quicklie follow tee hs 
and the Difference is, that ſhe has the Advantage of ſome Mon n ane 


3 ; = 39 
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lens of the Crown, before you and her Mother: and we do not 

+ it ill, if our Children out- run us - in the Life of Grace; wh 
nare we ſad, if they outſtrip us in the Attainment of the Lite of 
die ? It would ſeem, that there is more Reaſon to grieve, that 
dren live behind us, than that they are glorified and die 
e us: all the Difference is in fome poor hungrie 
dents of Time, leſs or more, fooner or later: fo the Godlie 
14tho young, died an hundred Yeats old; and ye could not now 

e beſtowed her better, tho the Choice was Chriſt's, not yours 2 
41 am ſure, Sir, ye cannot now ſay, the is married againſt the 
1] of her Parents, ſhe might more readilie, if alive, fall in the 
nd of a worſe Husband ; but can ye think, that ſhe could have fal- 
inthe Hands of one better? And if Chriſt matrie with your Houſe, 
your Honour, not anie Cauſe of Grief, that Ixsus ſhould por- 
"ante cf yours, ere ſhe enjoy your Portion, is it not great Love? 
Mtrimony is more, than anie other could gire : As goed a 
band is impoſſible 3 to ſay a better, isÞlaſphemie. The King 
prince of Ages can keep them better, than ye can do. While ſhe- 
ealive, ye could intruft her to Chriſt, and recommend her to his 
ging 4 now by an after Faith ye have reſigned her unto him, in 


ole Boſom do ſleep all that are dead in the LD: - Ye would have 


ther to g!orifie the LoxD upon Earth, and he hath borrowed her 
ith Promiſe to reſtore her again, 1 Cer. 15. 53. 1 Thef. 4. 15, 
to be an Organ of the immediate =_ ying ot himſelf in 
wen, Sinleſs glorifying of Gop, is betterthyn ſinful glorifyin 
tim. And ſure, your Prayers concerning her dre fulfilled, 1 aſi 
re, if the LoxD ſhall be pleaſed the ſame Way to diſpoſe of ker 
ther, that ye have the ſame Mind. Chriſt cannot multiplie In- 
es upon you, if the Fountain be the Love of Gop ox I hope it is). 
ue enriched with Loſſes. Yeknow all I can ſay, better, before 1 
pin Chriſt, than I can expreſs it. Grace be with you, 

London, Jan. 6. 1646, Yours in Chriſt Feſus, S. R. 


2 —_— 
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To Chriſtian GENTLEWOMAN. 


MISTRESS, 88 . = 
hace, Mercy and Peace be to you: If Death, which is before you. 
andus all, were anie other thing, but A friendlie Diſſolution, 
and a Change, not a Deſtruction of Life, it would ſeem a hard 
Wage, to go through ſuch a ſad and dark Trance. ſo thorny a Valley, 


2 
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the Wages of Sin: but lam confident, the Way ye know, tha 


M Foot never trode in that black Shadow; the Toſs of Lite is Gain 

Jo: if Crtr1sT Irsus be the Period, the End and Lodging- home, 
ie End of your Journey, there is no Fear, ye goto a Friend: and 

eye have had a Communion with him in this Life, and he hath 

and Fledge of yours, even the largeſt Share of your on and. 

. leart, 


Heart, ye may look Death in the Face with Joy. If the Hein 
in Heaven, the Remnant of you cannot be kept the Priſoner of 

ſecond Death. But tho He be the ſame Chriſt in the other Life 
found him to be here; yet he is ſo far in his Excellencie, Bey 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
. 
| 
| 


ling with the loſt Devils; tho l know, they are not behind in ge 
to the utmoſt of created Power: But there is Sin in our Fralll 
and sin in the Quantitie, beſides other Sins. But 1 muſt leavet 
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Sweetneſs, Irradiations and Beams of Majeſtie, above what he ¶ oiſt 0 


eared here, when he is ſeen as he is, that ye ſhall mis ken him, M free 

e ſhall appear a new Chriſt; and his Kiſſes, Breathings, I ittzer 
bracements, the Perfume, the Oyntment of his Name poured ot dea 
you, ſhall appear to have more of Gop, and a ſttonger smell the 
Heaven, of Eternitie, of a God- head, of Majeſtie and Glorieth Hind ye 
than here: As Water at the Fountain, Apples in the Orchard; ye 

| beſide the Tree, have more of their native Sweetneſs, Taſte at mi 
Beautie, than when tranſported tous, ſome hundred Miles. Imi Lar 
not that Chriſt can loſe anie of his Sweetneſs in the carrying. ort\iſeſcet 
he, in his God-head and Lovelineſs of Preſence, can be changed om tc 
the Worſe, betwixt the little Spot of the Earth ye are in, and Hiuelin 
Right Hand of the Father, far above all Heavens; but the Chu ning 
will be in you, when yeſhall have new Senſes, and the Soul ſhall Wh few 
more deep and more capacious Veſſel, to take in more of Chi ich M. 
and when Means, the Chariot, the Goſpel, that he is now can{Wniſicc 
in, and Ordinances that conveigh him, hall be removed. Sure Whit ]; 
cannot now be laid te fee him Face to Face, or to drink of the Wilt En 
of the higheſt Fountain, or to take in Seas and Tides of freſh Loloes : 
immediateiie, without Veſſels, Midſes or Meſtengers, at the fois nc 
tain itſelf, as ye ſhall do a few Days hence; when ye ſhall be ſo n Cur 
as to be with Chriſt, Lake 23: 43. Job: 17. 24. Phil: 1: hurch 
1 The / 4: 17. Ye would (no doubt) beſtow a Days Journey, 1Wiould 
mauie Days Journey on Earth, to go up to Heaven, and fetch dos bee 
anie thing of Chriſt How much more may ye be willing to me Aſh 
a Journey, to go in Perſon to Heaven, (it is not loſt Time, Wane, 
gained Eternitie) to enjoy the full God-head z and then in fu o 
manner, as he is not there, in his Week-days Apparel, as he is eg 
with us, in a Drop or the tenth part of a Night's dewing of Grace hat 
$weetneſs; but he is there in his Marriage-robe of Glory, riciWime, 
more coſtly, more precious, in one Hem or Button of that Gam zht; 
of Fountain-majeſty, than a Million of Worlds. O the elf wong 
deep! ye ſhall then think that Preachers, and ſinful Ambaſſadq d 
on Earth did but ſpill and mar his Praiſes, when they ſpoke of H 
and preached his Beautie. Alas! we but make CHRIST black and Hour 
lovelie, in making ſuch inſignificant, and dry, and cold, and ht) 

| Expreſſions of his higheſt and tranſcendent Super- excellencie, tothe 
Daughters of Feruſalem. Sure, I have often, for my own part, ers 
ned in this thing. No doubt, Angels do not fulfil their Tan in 


cording to their Obligation, in that CnhRIS1 kept their Feet from ; 
- ot 


it is too deep for me. Go and ſee, and we deſire to go with) 
But we are not Maſters of our own Diet. If in that laſt Jouneſ 
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cad on a Serpent in the Way, and thereby wound your Heel, as 
ysCari6T did before you, the Print of the Wound ſhall not be 
own, at the Reſurrection of the Juſt, Death is but an aw ſom Step 
er Time and Sin, to ſweet Jesus C HRIST, who knew and felt the 
aſt of Death; for Death's Teeth hurt him: We know, Death has 
'Teeth now, no Jaws; for they are broken: it is a free Priſon, 
:32ens pay nothing for the Grave: the Jaylor, who had the Power 
Death, is deſtroyed : Praiſe and Glorie be to the firſt begotten 
*theDead. The worſt poſſiblie that may be, is, that ye leave be - 
nd you, Children, Husband, and the Church of Gop in Miſeries ; 
rye cannot get them to Heaven with: you for the preſent : ye ſhall 
x miſs them, and Car1sT cannot nÞſcount one of the pooreſt of 
«Lambs: no Lad, no Girle, no poor one ſhail be a miſſiog, ere 
eſee them agaln, in the Day that the Son ſhall render up the King- 
om to his Father. The Evening and the Shadow of everie poor 
cling is coming; the Church of Carisr7's Sun in this Life is de- 
lining low : not a Soul of the Militant Companie will be here,with- 
| few Generations: our Husband will fend for them all. It is a 
ch Mercie, we are not married to Time longer than the Courſe be 
ſhed. Ye may Rejoyce, that ye got not to Heaven, till ye knew, 
bit sus is there before you, that when ye come hither, at your 


i Entrie, ye may find the Smell of his Oyntments, his Myrrhe, 


loes and Caſſia: and this firſt Salutation of his will make you find, li 


tis nouncomfurtable thing to die Go and enjoy your Gain, live 
nCar15T's Love, While ye are here, and all the Way: as for the 
buch ye leave behind you, the Government is upon Cuk!sr's 
noulders, and he will plead for the Blood of his Saints: The Buch 
us been burning above Five Thouſand Years, and we never yet ſaw 
he Aſhes of chis Fare : - Yet a little while and the Viſion ſhall not 
mie, it ſhall ſpeak and not lye. I am more afraid of my Dutie, 
hay of the Head CHRISsT's Government: He cannot fail to brin 
wement to Victorie. O that we could wait jor our hidden Life! 
that CHRIST would remove the Covering, draw aſide the Curtain of 
Time, and rent the Heavens and come down! O that Shadows and 
zht were gone, that the Day would break, and He that feedeth 
mong the Lilies, would cry to his heavenlie Trumpeters, Make 
tach let us go down and fold together the fon Corners of the World, 
ar vy the Bride. His Grace be with you. Now if I have found 
wour with you, and if ye judge me Faithful, my laſt Sute to you is, 
lat ye would leave me a Legacie, and that is, That my Name be 
the verie Izft in your Prayers; as I delice alſo, it may be in the 


Prayers of thoſe of your Chriſtian Acquaintance, with whom ye have 
Ren intimate. 1 | 


| Linden, Jan. 9. 


| Tour Brother ix his own LORD 
Jes, S. K. 
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E and his Hundred · fold is the Income and Rent of Heaven, an 


Tenant to ſuch a Land-1o1d, where everie Berry and Grape of t 
large Field beateth no wotſe Eiuit than Glorie, Fullneſs of Joya 


that Land are fewer and ſhorter, than when we firſt Believe of Ci 
Strangers are not wiſe to quarrel with their Hoſt, and complaingire of 


i is theLonp ; I hope his Chariot all go though theſe th 
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To my Lady K EN MU RE. 


M AD A Ms, 2 | | 
(Race Mercy and Peace be to you: It is the leaſt of the Prince 

and Royal Bounty of J rSsuSs CHRIST, to pay a King's Debts, an 

not to have his Seivants at a Loſs. His Gold is better th 


ar above your Revenues : Ye are not the firſt who have caſtenul 
your Accounts that Way : better have Chriſt your Factor, than aul 
other; for he trades to the Advantage of his poor Servants. M belle 
if the Hundted- fold in this Life be ſo well told, as Chriſt cannot pa 
you with miſcounting or deferred Hope, O what muſt the Rente 
the Land be, which renders everie Day, and everie Hour of the lei o1 
of long Eternitie, the whole Rent of a Year, yea, of more th 
Thouſand Thouſands of Ages, even the weightie In- come of a dom 
Kingdom, not everie Summer once, but everie Moment | er t 
Sum of Glorie will take you and all the Angels telling. Tobe bene 


Pleaſures thrat endure for evermore, I leave it to your felt to ini u, Ble 
what a Summer, what d Soil, what a Garden, muſt be there; Ag: 
what muſt be the Commodities of that higheſt Land, where Sun a em 
Moon are under the Feet of the Inhabitants. Surelie the Land ci Crs 
not be bought with Gold, Blood, Baniſhment, Loſs of Fath 
and Mother, Husband, Wife, Children. We but dwell here 


_ © cauſe we can do no better; it is Need, not Vertue, to be Sojouin@r; x, 
in a fkriſon; to weep and ſigh, and alas! to fin Sixty or sere nnd d 
ears in a Land of Tears The Fruits that grow here are all ſeaſo 


and ſalted with Sin. O how ſweet is it, that the Companie of i lu con 
Firſt- born ſhould be divided in two great Bodies of an Aimie, ; ine 
ſome in their Countrey, and ſome in the Way to their Countrey! Wtothe: 
it were no more but to ſee once the Face of the Prince of this Cn, 
Land, and to be feaſted for Eternitie 2 the Fatneſs, Sweetn heave 
Dainties of the Rays and Beams of Matchleis Glorie, and inco lat fa 
parable Fountain-love, it were a well ſpent Journey, to cen, w. 


Hands and Feet through ſeven Deaths and ſeven Hells, to eu 0:1 a: 


him up at the Well head, Onlie let us not wearie, the Milser t} 


their Lodging: it is a foul Way, but a fair Home. O that 1 fortk 
but ſuch Grapes and Cluſters out of the Land, as I have ſomet 
ſeen and taſted in the Place, whereof your Za: makes ment e 
but the Hope of it in the End is an heartfom Convoy in the Way 
1 ſee little more of Gold, till the Race be ended, I dare not qu Ula: 
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n, atter our Suffering ſhall be accompliſhed. Grace be 

þ you, 38 5 Ew 


Linden, Jan. 26. 1646, War La: in Feſns Chris, S. R. 


2 a6 J. G. 


Reverend and dear Brother, | NIN | 
hall with my Soul defire the Peace of theſe Kingdoms, and i do 
believe, it ſhall at laſt come, as a River, and as the mightie 
Waves of the Sea; but O that we were ripe and in Readineſs to 
ve it! The preſerving of two or three, or four or five Berries, 
e outmeft Bougbs of the Olive-tree, after the Vintage, is like 
agreat Matter ere all be done: Yet I know, a Clufter in both 
vdoms ſhall be ſaved, for a Bleſſing is in it? but it is not (I fear) 

car to the Dawning of the Day of Salvation, but that Clouds 
{end down mee Showers of Blood, to water the Vine yard of 
dub, and to cauſe it to bloſſom. Scotland's Scum is not yet re- 
ed; nor is England's Droſs and Tin taken away; nor the Filth 
t Blood purged by the Spirit of Judgment and the Spirit of 
Ing? But I am too much on this ſad Subject. As for myſelf, I 
tem nothing out of Heaven, and next to a Communion with 
sCax1sT, more, than to be in the Hearts and Prayers of the 
s: I know, he feeds there among the Lilies, till the Da 
gut Jam at a low Ebb, as to anie ſenſible Communion wit 
1; yea, as low as my Soul can be, and do ſcarce know where I 
and do now make it a Queſtion, if anie can go to him, who 
$13 high inacceſſible, through nething but Darkneſs. Sure, 
tconfe te Heaven have a Stock in Ehriſt; but I know not 
mine is: it cannot be enough for me, to believe the Salva- 
others, and to know Chriſt to be the Honey- comb, the Roſe 
btn, the Paradiſe and Eden of the Saints and Firft born, writ- 
IReayen, and not to ſee afar the Borders of that good Land: 
Mat hall I ſay 2 Either this is the Lon, making Grace a new 
an, where there is pute nothing, and ſinful nothing to work 
or lam gone. I ſhould count my Soul ingaged to your ſelf, 
ters there with you, if ye would but carry to Chriſt for me a 
of Ciphers and Non-ſenſe; ( for 1 know-not how to make 
ue of my Condition) onlie ſhowing that 1 have need of his 
 forlknow, manie fair and waſhen Ones ſtand now in white 
me Throne, who were once as black as Iam. If Chriſt paſs. 
ad to waſh a Sinner, it is leſs to him, than a Word to make 
gels of black Devils: Onlie let the Art of Free Grace be in⸗ 
qua hare not a Cautioner to give Suretie, nor doeth a Media- 
ele M 45 he is in all Perfection, need a Mediator: But what! 
I knows : onlie, it is his Depth of Wiſdom, to let * 
| pals 
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p15 Millions of Miles over Score in Debt, that they may gang 
tween the Winning and the Loſing, in need of more than otgin 
Free Grace. Chriſt has been multiplying Grace and Mercie, abe 
theſe Five Thouſand Years : and the Latter-born Heirs haye 
much greater Guiltineſs, that Chrift hath paſſed moe Experine 
and multiplied £ffays of Heart-love on others, by Misbelien 
after it is paſt all Queſt ion manie Hundreds of Ages, that Chiif 
the undeniable and now uncontroverted Treaſurer of multiplied] 
demptions; ſo now he isſaying, The more of the Diſeaſe ther 
the more of the Phyſician's Art, of Grace and Tenderneſs, t 
muſt be: Onlie I know, no Sinner gan put infinite Gracetoit, { 
the Mediator ſhall have Difficultie or much a do, to fave this ort 
Man: Millions of Hells of Sinners cannot come near to exh 
infinite Grace, I pray you, ( remembring my Love to you} 
and Friends there) let me find that I have Solicitors there amo 
your Acquaintance, and forget not Scotland. 


London, Jan. 30. | Tour Brother in 7 
| 1646, - Chrifl, S. R. 
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MAD A M, | „ 5 E 
J* is too like, the Lozv's Controverſie with theſe two Natio 
but yet beginning, and that we are ripened and white fo 

Lokp's Sickle, For the particular Condition your La: 
another might ſpeak ( if they would ſay all) of more ſad thing 
there were not a Fountain of Free Grace, to water the dry Gt 
and an uncreated Wind, to breathe on withered and dry Bones,we 


| oher 

gone. The Wheels of Chriſt's Chariot to pluck us out of the | uſt, a 

of manie Deaths, are winged like Eagles. All I have, is, to lincor 

to believe, that Chriſt will ſnew all Good-will to ſave ; and WM * Ci, 

your La: Iknow that the Loxp Jtsvus carries on no Deſign ne u 

you, but ſeeks to ſave and redeem you : He lies not in W nec 

your Falls, 3 it be to take you up: His Way of redeem die 

raviſhing and taking: There are moe Miracles of glorified occur 

in Heaven, than can be on the Earth. Nothing of you, 1 2 | 

nay not your Leaf, can wither. Verilie, it is a King sLife 1005, 
low the Lamb. But when ye ſee him in his own Countrey at! hinin 

ye will think ye never ſaw him before: He ſhell be admiral c 

them that believe, 2 Theſ. 1. 10. Je may judge how far a ght 3 

now ſad Days and Toſſings, Changes, Loſſes, Wants, 00 Head 

mall then ee you. Te look to the Croſs, now it is abo Dee, ( 
Head, and ſeems to threaten Death, as having a Dominion nt her. 


ſhall then be ſo far below your Thoughts, or your Thong eof $t 
above it, that ye ſhall have no Leiſure to lend one Thought Med! 


- % 
TT” VV V *% i © 
— * 


e croſles, in Louth, in Age, in chis Countrey or in that, from 
s luſtrument or from another; except it be to the 1 of 
ur Conſolation; being now got above and beyond all theſe. 
d Age and waxing eld as a Garment, is written on the faireſt Face 
the Creation, Pſal. 102. 26, 27. Death, from Adam to the 
cond Adam's Appearance, plays the King, and reigns over all; 
e prime Heir died, his Children, which the Loxp has given, fol- 
whim; and we may ſpeak freelie of the Life which is here, were 
Heaven, there were not much Gain in Godlineſs x but there is a 
for the Feople of God. Chriſt man poſſeſſes it now Sixteen 


andred Years, before manie of his Members; but it wears not 
t Grace be with ycu, | 


w | London, Febr. 16. Your La: in his ſweet 
mo 1646. | LORD S. KR. 
— l: 
„ A. . | | 
10 the Lady ARDROSS. 
MADAM, 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: It has ſeemed Good ( as 1 
' hear) to him, who has appointed a Bounds for the Number 
of our Monet hs, to gather-in a Sheaf ot ripe Corn (in the Death 
your Chtiſtian Mother ) into his Garner: It is the more evident, 
ati Winter is near, when Apples without Violence of Wind, do of 
tit own accord fall off the Tree, She is now above the Winter, 
tha little Change of Place, not of a Saviour ; onlie ſhe enjoys him 
" vithout Meſſages, and in his own immediate Preſence, from 
jom ſhe heard by Letters and Meſſengers before, I grant, Death 
Oher a verie new things but Heaven was prepared of old: and 

iſt, as enjoyed in his higheſt Throne, and as loaded with Glorie, 
lincomparably Exalted above Men and Angels, haviug ſuch a hea- 

dle Circle of glorified Harpers and Muſiciansabove,compaſling the 
| one with a Song, is to her a new thing ; but ſo new, as the firſt 
in W met - roſe, or the firſt Fruits of that heavenlie Field, or as a new 
gels adiſe to a Traveller, broken and worn out of Breath, with the 
ne Occurrences of a long& dirtie Way. Ye may eaſily judge, Madam, 
It a large Recompence is made to all her Service, her walking 
„Cop, and her Sorrows, with the firſt Caſt of the Soul's Eye upon 
hining and admirably beautiful Face of the Lamb, that is in the 


_— of that fair and white Army, that is there; and with the firſt 
= went and Taſte of the Fountain of Life, freſh and new at the 
Y Ulead: To fay nothing of the enjoying of that Face, without 
: my for more than this Term of Life which we now enjoy. And 


it her no more to go thither, but to ſuffer Death to do her this 
Rot Service : For by him, who was dead and is alive, ſhe was 
ed nom the ſecond Death + What then is the firft Death te 


ougUt 
| the 


- . 
my — 
R * * 
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Numbers. CHRIST and Antichriſt are both now in the Camp, 


412 Nr. Retherfoord's z Epil. ſ, 5 


the ſecond ? Not a Scratch of the Hide of a Finger, to the end] * 
ſecond Death. And now ſhe fits for Eternitie Meal. free, in 21, = 
. * 


conſiderable Land, which has more than four Summers in they 


O what Spring-time is there | Even the Smelling of the Odour, : 
that great and eternallie blooming Roſe of Sharon for ever ande on 
What a ſinging Life is there? Thete is not a dumb Bird in ally ne | 
large Field, but all ſing and breathe out Heaven, Joy, Glory, 1 us, t. 
minion, to the high Prince of that new found Land. And ven. 
the Land is the ſweeter, that Jeſs Chriſt payed ſo dear a Reat fol . 
and he is the Glorie of the Land; All which, Ihope, doth no i 9h 
much mitigate and allay your Grief, for her part (and ttulie i nels 
ſhould ſeem ſufficient) as the unerring Expectation of the daynj * 
of that Day upon your (elf, and the Hope ye have of the Fmition * 
that fame King and Kingdom to your own Soul: Certainlie, * 
Hope of it, when things look ſo dark like on both Kingdoms, ** 
eee grear quickning to languiſh ing Spirits, who ate 1 
from Home while we are here What Miferie, to have both al ut 
Way all the Day, and no Hope of Lodging at Night? But Heh 3 
taken up your Lodging for you. I can fay no mote now; but ii 3 
that the verie Gop of Peace may _ ſh you Heart to the Ea, li . 
XDA "nh 
London, Febr. 24. Tour La: at all reſpectiue Obi * 
n in the LORD, S. KA. Ne 
3 CES (den f 
NS eee dh Ree ns | ET Revs wg — „ — wh 
2 the Tr 
To M. O. P 
3 | i is thi 
35 a | ed 
1 Can write not ring for the om concerning theſe Times . < he 
| ever others may think) but that which ſpeaks Wrath and] idle 
ment to theſe Kingdoms. If ever ye, or anie of that L bumm 
received the Goſpel in the Truth [as Iam confident, ye andi a g, / 
did, ] there is here a great Departure from that Faith, and eur el. 
ings are not yet at anEnd. However, 1 dare teſtifie and die fo Loy 
that once Chriſt was revealed in the Power of his Excellencic WM xe , 
Glorie to the Saints there, and i Scetland, of which I was a ah 
neſs. I pray Gop none deceive you, or take the Crown from ud 
Hell, or the Gates of Hell cannot ravel, mar, or undo what n 
has once done amongſt you. It may be, thac I am uncapabl Boro 
new Light, and cannot receive that Spirit [ whereof ſome val; .. 
boaſt ] but that which was from the Beginning, which we e |. 
heard, which we have ſeen with our Eyes, which we have 100888, 
upon, and our Hands have handled, even the Werd of Life, | Bien 
F. 2, 3. has been declared to you: Thouſands of Thoutands vi. 
ing in that Light and that Good old Way, have gone to Hes 
and are now before the Throne: Truth is but one, and ha % 


me to open Blows : Chriſt's poor Ship ſaileth in a Sea of 
4, the Paſſengers are ſo Sea-ſick of a high Fever, that they mi 
ne another; Chriſt (Ihope) ſhall bring the broken Bark to 
: Thad rather ſwim for Life and Death, on an old Plank, or 

nen Board, to Land with Chriſt, than enjoy the rotten Peace 
ve hitherto had. It is like the Lord will take a ſevere Courſe 
vs, to cauſe the Children of the Familie agree together. 1 
ee, that Chriſt has a great Deſign of Free Grace to thete 
b; but his Wheels muſt move over Mountains and Rocks; He 
yet wooed a Bride on Earth, but in Blood, in Fire, and in the 
auneſs. A Croſs of our own chuſing, honeyed and ſuggared 
Conſolations, we cannot have: Ithink not much of a Croſs, 
all the Children of the Houſe weep with me and for me: and 
fer when we enjoy the Communion of Saints, is not much; 
is hard when Saints rejoyce in the Suffering of Saints, and 
med Ones hurt, yea, even go nigh to hate redeemed Ones. I 
s, limagined, there had no more been ſuch an Affliction on 
or in the World, than that one Elect Angel ſhould fight a- 
another: but for Contempt of the Communion of Saints, 
ye need of new- born Croſſes, ſcarce ever heard of before: the 
date not Chriſt, there is no misjudging in him, there is much 

and a Doubt it is, if we ſhall have fullie one Heart, till we 
one Heaven 2 our Star-liglit hideth us from our ſelves, and 
us one from another, and Chriſt from us all; but ke will not 
en from us. I ſhall with that all the Sons of our Father in 
and be of one Mind, and that they be noi ſhaken nor moved 
e Truth once received. Chriſt was in that Goſpel, and Chriſt 
lame now that he was in the Prelates Time: That Goſpel can - 
ok, it will make you free and bear you out. Chriſt the Subject 

is the Choſen of Gop, and comes from Bozrah, with Gar- 
Kdyed in Blood. Ireland and Scotland both muſt be his Field, 
ich he ſhall feed and gather Lilies: ſuppoſe (which yet is 
idle) that ſome had an Eternit ie of Chriſt, in Ireland, and a 
iummer of the Goſpel, and a Feaſt of fat Things for evet- 
n Irslazd, and one ſhould never come to Heaven, it ſhould be 
de Lite; the King's Spikenard, Chriſt's Perfume, his Ap- 
| Love, his Oyntments, even down in this lower Houſe of 
ae achoice Heaven: O what then is the King in his own 

: where there is ſuch a Throne, ſo manie Kings Palaces, Ten 
nd Thouſands of Crowns of Glorie, that want Heads yet to 
m. O ſo much Leiſure as ſhall be thereto ſing O ſuch a 
gtovs there in the midſt of cat Paradiſe, where the Inhabi- 
lp eternally under its Branches! To look in at a Window, 

t the Branches b :rdened with the Apples of Life, to be the 
Wthat ſhall come in thither, were too much for me. I pray 
Member me to the Chriſtians there, and remember our private 
it, Grace be with you. | | 


lon, April 17. Tour Friend in the LORD 
1645, FESUS, S. R= 19 


——— — —— 1 


; 
4 
: 
| 4 
oe | 
= | 
Mn 
& : 
1 1 
. 
1 
| ; 
—_— 
i 
Py | 

: 


— x TUkbl HR nn 
* 1 
- 


114 


1 Know ye have learned long ago, ere I knew any thing of Cm 


maſter the Gall and Worm-wood. Chriſt knows how to beet 
Sons of his Houſe, and ye will give him Leave to take hisown 
of Diſpenſation with you; and tho it be rough, forgive him: 


Cup; and ye would not deſire, he ſhould both afflict you, and 


| Roſes, they muſt be content with ſuch an One as he caives out 
them : Ye would not go ro Heaven but with Companie, an 


1 judge you ten thouſand times Happie, that ever ye was G 
Debter, for certainlie Chriſt has ingaged you over Head and 


might Land, where ye find before you a Houſe-ful of Chritt's 
la 


ternit ie for the Head of the Houſe, and ſo manie thouſand ci 
Kings: Rubs in the Way, where the Lodging is ſo good, are not 


Mr. Rutherfoord's 3 Epiſt. Ning. 


——— . 


_—_ 
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SIN. 
that if we had the Croſs at our own Election, we would eit 
have Law ſurety for Freedom from it, or then we would ha 

honeyed and ſugared with Comforts; ſo, as the Sweet ſhouldo 


defieth you to have as much Patience to him as he has born to 
Iam ſure, there cannot be a Drameweight of Gall leſs in 


your Soul. When his People cannot have a Providence of $ilk 


may perceive that the Way of thoſe who went before you, 
through Blood, Sufferings, and manie Afflictions: Nay, C 
the Captain, went in over the Door-threſbold of Paradiſe, ble 
to Death. I do not think but ye have learned to ſtoop, tho ye 
thers ) be naturallie ſtiff ; and that ye have found, that the A 
and ſweet Fruits, which grow on that crabbed;tree of the Ctols 
as ſweet as it is ſowre to bear it; eſpeciallie conſidering that C 
hath born the whole compleat Ccoſs, and his Saints bear but Bit 
Chips; as the Apoſtle ſaith, The Rewnants or Leavings of the OF": it 


free Grace, and take the Debt with you to Eternitie, Imms 


ing Debters, the leſs Shame to you. Yea, and this lower! 
dom of Grace is but Chriſt's Hoſpital and Gueſt- houſe ofſick f 
whom the brave and noble Phyſician Chrift hath cured, upon a 
ture of Life and Death. And if ye be near the Water ſide 
know ye ny all that I can ſay is this, Sir, That I feel by the 5 
of that Land, which is be fore you, that it is a goodlie Cog & 


and it is well payed for to your Hand; and he is before you, e; 


heartilie Welcome you. O to ſuck thoſe Breaſts of full Conloli 
above, and to drink Chriſl's ny Wine up in his Father's Ho d 
ſome greater Matter than is believed! ſince it was brewed iq jou 


He that brougkt again from the Dead, the great Shepherd 

Sheep, by the Blood ofthe eternal Covenant,eſtabliſh you to ti 

Lendon, May 15. 5 Tour Friend and Seri 
1646. | CHRIST FESUS, 


Wit, 54. Letters. 47 


* —— — hg nu, > 1 — 
— 
- * n 
. — — pe ö * 
; — 


bis reverend and wort hy Brother, 


|. GEORGE GILLESPIE. 


Reverend and dear Brother, 3 

anno; ſpeak to you: The Way ye know, the Paſſage is ftee and 
not topped, the Print of the Footſteps of the Fore- runner is clear 
nd manifeſt ; manie have gone before you: Ye will not ſleep 
in the Duſt before the Day break: it is a far ſhorter Piece of the 
ler. end of the Night to you, than to Abraham and Moſes, belide 
he Time of their Bodies reſting under Corruption: it is as long 
to their Day, as to your Morning Light of awaking to Glorie; 
their Spirits, having the Advantage of yours, have had now the 
ſtart of the Shore before you. I dare ſay nothing againſt his 
enfation : I hope to follow quicklie: The Heirs that are not 
ebefore you, are poſting with Haſte after you, and none ſhall take 
Lodging over your Head. Be not heavie, the Life of Faith is 
called for: Doing was never reckoned in your Accounts, 
d Chriſt in and by you has done more, than by twenty, yea an 
ited Gray-haired and Godlie Paſtors ] Believing now is your laſt 2 
Kto that Word, Gal. 2. v. 20. Nevertheleſs I live, yet not 1, 


hat lives in me: Ye know the I that lives,. and the I that lives 
t Bit tis not ſingle Ye that lives, Chriſt by Law lives in the broken 
the er: it is not a Life by Doing or Holie Walking, but the Living 


ititin you. If ye look to your ſelf as divided from Chriſt, ye 
demore than Heavie. All your Wants [dear Brother] be upon 


Imma ge are his Debter. Grace muſt ſum and ſubſcribe your Ac- 
rit's Nees paid: ſtand not upon Items, and ſmall or little Sanctifica- 
over je know, inherent Holineſs muſt ſtand by, when imprred 
(ck BF fear the Clay Houſe is a taking down and undermining ; but 
pon a yh the Dawning, look to the Eaſt, the Dawning of Glorie is 
Lſide WF! four Guide is good Companie, and knows all the Miles, and 
yy the s and Downs in the Way; the nearer the Morning, the 
e cou. Some Traveller ſeeth theCitie twenty Miles off, and at a 
ou, ve; and yet within the Eight Part ot a Mile, he cannot ſee it. 
Consol ke-ping, that ye would now have, till ye need it: and if 
ps Hol ud Fruition come both at once, it is not your Loſs: let Chriſt 
wed fig Jou, as he thinks good; ye cannot be marred nor miſcarry 
and er end. Wart is an Excellent Qualification, and ne Money, no 
xe not eon ( who, 1 know, dare not glorie in your own Righte- 
pherd ( 60 is *itnels warrantable enough, te caſt your ſelf upon him, 
u ro th Vifies the Ungodlie. Some ſee the Gold once, and never 


till theRace's end: it is coming all in a Summer together, 
Latin a more gracious Capacitic to tell it than now; Te are 
| | a 7208 


416 Nr. Rutherfard's Epift, 4 
net come te the Mount that burneth with Fire, nor unte Black 
Darkneſs and Tempeſf; but ye are come to Mount Zion, unto the 
of the Living GOD, the Heavenly Jeruſalem and to an innumen Mk tis 
Company of Angels, to the General Aſſembly and Church of the N 
bern which are written in Heaven, and #0 GOD the Fudge of 
andthe Spirits of juſt Men meadeperfedt, to Jesus the Mediator of 
new Covenant, and te the Blood of Sprinkling, &c. Ye muſt le 
the Wite to a more choice Husband, and the Children to abe 
Father: If ye leave anie Teſtimonie to the Loxp's Work and Co 
nant, againſt both Malignants and Sectaries (which 1 ſuppoſe 
be needful) let ic be under your Hand, and Subſcribed before f 
ful Witaeſles. | 7 


St. Andrews, Sept. 27. Tour loving and affift 
9 1648. Brother, 3. R. 
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To Mifireſs GIL LE SPIE 


Dear Siſter, 8 5 . | 

| I Have heard how the Loxp have viſited you, in removing the C 
Archibald. | hope ye ze, the ſetting down of the Weigh 
your Confidence and Affection upon any created Thing, whet 
Husband or Child, is a deceiving thing, and that the Creature is 
able to bear your Weight, but fi..ks down to verie nothing under] 
Confidence: And therefore ye are Chriſt's Debter for all Pr 
dences of this Kind, even in that he builds an Hedge of Thon 
your Way; for ſo ye ſee, his gracious Intention is to ſave you 
may ſay ſo) whether ye will or not. It is a rich Mercie that the 
CaR1sST will be Maſter of your Will and of your Delights, aud tha, 7. 
Way is ſo fair, for the landing of Husband and Children be 
hand, in the Countrey whitherto ye are journeying. No Mal 
how little ye be ingaged to the World, ſince ye have ſuch Exper. 
of Croſs-dealinginit: had ye been a Child of the Houſe, the WWW 
would have dealt more wannlie with its own: there is leſs oi 
out of Heaven, that the Child is there, and the Husband is ti d M. 
but much more that your Head, Kinſman and Redeemer does ii! 
home ſuch, as are in Danger to be loſt: and from this TimeWMiot thi 
ward, fetch not your Comforts from ſuch broken Ciſterns auc 
Wells: if the Loxp pull at the reſt, ye muſt not be the Creature, 
mall hold when he draws. Trulie, to me your Gaſe is more comf 
able, than if the Fire ſide were well pleniſned with ten Children; 
Lokb ſaw ye was able by his Grace, to beat the Loſs of Husband 
Child; and that ye are that weak and tender, as not to be ab 
ſtand under the Mercie of a gracious Husbaud living, and flouriſ 
in Eſteem with Authority, and in Reputation for Godlinels 
Learning : for he knoweth, the Weight of theſe Mercies ud 
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viſt, 56. | Letters, | 47 
þ you and break you? and as there is no ſearching out of his On- 
fanding, ſo he has. Skill to know, what-Providence will make 
usr deareſt to you: and let not your Heart ſay, It is an ill wai led 
ſberſatien. Sure CHRIST ,whohath ſeven Eyes, had before him, the 
od of a living Hwusband and Children for Margaret Murray,and the 


＋ 0d of a removed Hus band and Children tranſlated o Glorie; now 
both opened his Decree to you; ſay Chriſt has made for me a wiſe 
a bel rain Choice, aud I baue not one Word to ſay on the contrary. 
de cot your Heart charge anie thing, nor Unbelief libel Injuries 
ofe fer Crir157 3 becauſe he will not let you alone, nor give you Leave. 
re fi play the Idolatreſs with ſuch, as have not that Right to your 


\rethat Chriſt has. I ſhould wiſh, at the reading of this, that ye 
fall down and make a Surrender of thoſe that are gone, and theſe 
it are yet alive, to him: and for you, let him have all, and wait 
limſelf, for he will come and will not tarrie: live by Faith, and 
feace of God guard your Heart: he cannot die whoſe ye are. 
wife ſuffers with you, and remembers her Love to you, | 

. Andrews, Auguſt 14. 164% Teur Brother in Chriſt, S. R. 


To the worthy and much howonred Colencl G. K E R. 


Much henonred and truly worthy, | | 

Hope I ſhall not need to ſhew you, that ye are in greater Hazard 
om your (elf and your own Spirit, which would be watched over, 
(that your Actings for Gop may be clean, ſpiritual, purely for 


reis 
der Wb, for the Prince of the Kings of the Earth) than ye can be in 
rer trom your Enemies. O how hard is it to get the Intentions 

t oft from, and raiſed above the Creature, as to be without 


me of Creature and Carnal-interefts, and to have the Soul in 
menly Actings onlie. onlie eyeing h imſelf, and acting from Love 
ab, revealed to us in Jeſus Chriſt ! Ye will find your ſelf, your 
phts, your ſolid Glorie ( far above the Air and Breathings of 
ths, and the thin, ſhort, poor Applauſes of Men) befoie you 
b. All the Creatures, all the Swords, all the Hoſts in Britain, 


erie 

0 in this poor Glob of the habitable World, are but under him 
s off eciphers making no Number, the Product beingnoth.ng, but 
ist ed Men, and painted Swords in a Beard without Influences 


aim: And O what of Gop is in Gideen's Sword, when it is the 
Wotthe Logo! Iwiſh a Sword from teaven to you, and Orders 


ime 

ad fieaven to you to go ont, and as much peremptorineſs of a 
ure, ey Will, as to ſay and abide by it, I will not. Tſhall nut ge out, 
om le go with me l deſire not to be raſli in judging, but 1 am 


anger to the Mind of Chriſt, if your Adverſaries, who have un- 


en 
andl tinvaded us, be not now in the Camp of thoſe, that make War 
abi e Lamb; but the Lamb ſhall Overcome them at length; tor 


Fe Loxp of Lords, and KN of Kings, and they who are with 

ac called and choſen, and faithful and cho ye and I ſee but 

lt Side of Gop's Diſpenſations this Day towards Britain, vet 
| J the 


— — 


418 Mr. Rut her foord's Epiſ. Wo 
the falt, beautiful and deſirable Cloſe of it muſt be the Conteder P 


of the Nations of the World with Britain's Lok of Armies: the 
let me die in the Comforts of the Faith of this, that a Throne ele 


be ſet up for Chriſt in this Iſland of Great Britain (which is and the 
be a Garden more fruitful of Trees of Righteouſneſs, and pays all d 
ſhall pay moe Thoufands to the Loxp of the Vine-yard, than is WF" 
in thrice the Bounds of Great Brizain upon the Earth) And e 
there can be neither Papiſt, Prelate, Malignant, nor $e@ary, er A 
dare draw a Sword againſt him, that ſits upon the Throne, ot 
mali wiſh a clean Armie, ſo far as may be, that the Shout of ax" 
who hath manie Crowns, may be among yon; and that ye may fi 
in Faith, and prevail with Gop firſt. Think it your Glorie toi!” | 
Sword to act, and ſufter, and die (if it pleaſe him) fo being yet ao 
add anie thing to the declarative Glorie of Chriſt, the Plant of a 
nown, Immanuel, Goo withuss Happie and thrice Bleſſed are! dphe 
by whoſe Ackings, or Blood, or Pain, or Loſs, the Diadem e 
Rubbies of his higheſt and glorious Crown { whoſe ye are) chab 
gliſter and ſhine, in this Quartet of the habitable World: Thi os 


need not G. Ker nor his Sword; yet this Honour have ye witl 
redeemed Souldiers, to call Chriſt, High Lord General, of whot 
hope for pay, and all Arrears well told: Go on, worthy Hir, it 
Courage of Faith, following the Lamb: make not Hifte 
lievinglie, but in Hope and Silence keep the Watch-tower, and 
out: he will come in his own Time, his Salvation ſhall not ta 
He ſhall place Salvation in Britain's Zion, for Iſrael his Glorie. 
good Will, who dwelt in the Buſh, and it burnt not, be yours, 


with you: I am, 7 
St. Andrews, Auguſt 10. Yours in bis ſweet Ly 1 
; q 


I650, | t | Teſms, §. 0 
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To the worthy and mnch Honoured, Colonel G. KER. | 


Much Hottenred and wortby Sir, 
Hatl wrote to you before, I ſpake not upon any private 

rant: I am where Iwas: Cromwell and his (I Hal 

| ſas, but there may be and are, ſeveral Sober and 6 
amongſt them, who have either joyned through Miſinformatio 
have gone alongſt with the Reſt in the Simplicitie of their Hearts 
knowing anie thing) fight in an unjuſt Cauſe, againſt the Lozy) 
cret Ones: and now, to the trampling of the Worſhip of Gob 
pt v. the People of Gop in England and Ireland, hi 
rought upon his Score, the Blood of the People of Gop in 800 

I intreat you, dear Sir, as ye deſire to be ſerviceable to jgsus C 
whoſe free Grace prevented you, when ye were his Enemie, g 
without fainting, equallie eſchewing ail Mixture with Se&#arie 
Malignants : neither of the two ſhall ever be inſtrumental to (al 
Losb's People, or build his Houſe: And without prophe!y! 
{peaking further, than he, whoſe I am, and whom 1deliteto 


pit. 58. Leiters. | 419 
the Golpel of his Sen, hall warrand, I deſire to hope, and do 
niere, there is a Glorie and a Majeſtie of the Prince of the Kings 
the Earth, thac ſhall ſhine and appear in Great Britain which 
ll darken all the Glorie of Men, confound Sedtaries and Malig- 
ants, and rejoyce the Spirits of the Followers of the Lamb, and 
me the Eyes of Beholders, Sir, I ſuppoſe that Gov is to ga- 
er Molignants and Sefaries, ere all be done, as Sheaves in a Barn. 
or; and to bid the Daughter of Zion, ariſe and threſh: I hope 
l mix with none of them. Iam abundantlie ſat isfied, that our 


nie through the ſinful Miſcarriage of Men hath fallen; and dare 
ay WW: it is a better and more comfortable Diſpenſatiod, than if the 
01; had given us the ViRorie, and the Necks of the Reproachers 
* ie way of Gop, becauſe he hath done it: For, 1. More Blood, 
to 8 


iphemies, Cruelt ie, Treacherie, muſt be upon the Accounts of 
e Men, whoſe Land the Loo forbade us to Invade. 2. Victorie is 


ems aa burdening and weightie Mercie, that we have not Strength to 
R mit as yet. 3. That was not the Armie, nor Gideon's Three 


adted, by whom he is to ſave us We muſt have one of the Lonp's 
wing. 4. Our Enemies on both Sides, ate not enough Hardned, 
ve enough Mort ified to Multitude, Valour, and Creatures. 
pee, grace be with you. F | 8 | 
St. Andrews, Sept,s. Tour Friend and Servant in his ſweet 
165% =: GERD FRISVS; So By 


To the worthy and much Honoured Colenet G. KER. 
Much Honoured and worthy Sir, Fo e 
ij conſiderable, that the LonpD may, and often does call to a Work, 
and yet hide himſelf, and try the Faith of his oun: If I con- 
ceere aright, the Loxp has called you, to act againſt that Ene- 
EN. e, and the W ithdrawers of their Sword, in m weak A pprehenſi- 
add their Seal unto, and take upon them the Guilt of that unjuſt 
on of this Land, made by Cromwe/'s Army, and of the Blood 
e Lon d's People in this Kingdem 3 ſince the Sword put into the 
dof his Children, is to execute Wrath and Vengeance upon evil 
es! The Loxp's Time of Appeating for his broken Land, is re- 
redto the Breathings af the Spirit of the Lon, ſuch as came upon 
les and Sampſon, and that is an Act of Princely and Royal So- 


1vate 
(Tah 
and G 
matio 
Hearts 


2 ienity in Gop. Ye are, Sir, to lay hold on 8 of 
þ 1 nidence, and to wait ſor him. As for 7c ur particular Treating by 
* elves with the Invaders of our Land, l have no mind to it, and 


look upon their Way as a cariying on of the Myſtery of Iniquity | 


SUS Cre len is a Seat of manie Names) Sir, let this Controverſie 


=_ dd undecided, till the ſecond Appearance of Iss CarIsT, and 
| l bel lye before the Throne undiſcuſſed till that Day; Lhoxe 
bei ledown in the Grave, in the Faith of the Juftneſs of our Eguſe. 


ek nothing of che maintaining the Greatnels of Men, not ſub- 
Wate to the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, I Judge, that the 


eſite to 
| U z Blood 


0420 Mr. Rmtherfoerd's pill, 
Blood of the Witneſſes of jxs us is found upon the Skirts of this 
cietie, as well as in Babylen's Skirts? 1 believe, the Way ofthe 
is Co/onel Gilbert Ker's Strength, and Glerie ; and 1 ſhould hes 
tent to want my part of him, (which is, I confeſs, precious 
.dear in Chriſt ) ſo he be ſpent in the Service of him, who wille 
make Inquiſition for the Blood of the truely Godly, which t 
Men have ſhed, after fair Warning that they were the God 
Scotland. Worthy Sir, believe, faint not, ſet your Shoulder u 

the Glorie of Ixsus, that is miſpriſed in Scot/and, and giveaT 
monie for Him, he hath manie Names in Scotland, who ſhall 1 
- with him in White: This deſpiſed Covenant ſhall ruine Majigy 

Sectaries and Atheiſts: Yet alittle while and behold he comes, 

walks in the Greatneſs of his Strength, and his Garments dyed 
Blood. Oh for the ſad and terrible Day of the Lo upon I 

their Ships of Tarſhiſb, their fenced Cities, & c. becauſe of abr 
Covenant | A Conference with the Enemie, not to hinder 48 
(O that the Loxp would thereby, or ſome other way, remoye 
Cloud t Hat is over you) if Authority would concur, were to ht 
kered, but it can hardlie be expected; however in the Way ot! 


<4. 


* 


and in the Silence of Faith goon, if ye petiſh, ye are the fit 


Creation, with whom the Lokp hath taken that Diſpenſatia 
mouid humblie adviſe you, Sir, to look to that, Dying and 
we live, killed all the Day leng, and yet more than Conquer 

There mall be the Heat and Warmneſs of Life in your Graves, 

buried Bones? But look not for the Loxy's coming the higher 

onlie, for he may come the lower Way: O h little of God 

ſee, and how myſterious is he! Chriſt known is amongſt the g 

Secrets of God, keep your ſelf in the Love of God, and in or 
that, as far in Obedience and Subjection to the King, ( whole 

vation and true Happineſs my Soul deſireth) and to evetie 0 
nance of Man for the Loxy's take, and to the Fundamental Ln 
this Kingdom, as your Loxp requireth, Sir, ye ere in the 
and Prayers ot the Loxp's People inthis Kingdom, and inthe 

two: The Lon hath faid, There is a Bleſſing in the Cluſter of G 
Aeſtroyit not. Grace, grace be upon the Head of him that 
parated from his rethren, and the Good Will of him that du 
the Buſh be with you. . : 

Perth, 23. Nov. + Tour Servant in bis ſi 
BI LORD FESUS, 8. 
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4s :ne wort hy anda much Howorrea, Colonel G. X BR. 


\ 
| Much Honoured and worthy Sir, 
I Know uot why the People of Gop ſhould net take Notice 
Bonds of anie, who have Blood in readineſs to be let outh 
Cauſe: And I judge it was not of you, hat ye died not in the unde 
Conttovetſie, which the Lok of the whole Earth hath with the 
whom he hath ſent againſt us. Dear and much honoured in the Ll 
Lei me intreat you, to be far from the Thoughts of leaving 
| mY 


" 


J. Uſee it, and find it, that the Loxy hath covered the whole 
with a Cloud in his Anger; but tho I have been tempted to the 
„had rarher be in Sestlaud, beſide angrie Jeſus Chriſt, knowing 
nindeth no Evil to us, than in anie Eden or Garden in the Earth. 
e can remain united with the Lon p's Remnant in the Land, he 
up Wrath for all forts of Adverſaries in Britain. Tho 1 never 
e Glorie of his gliſtering Sword ſhining in Britain, I would be 
ed in the Innocent, Thoughts (far from Revenge) that the 
s all dip their F ee pin the Blood of the Slain of the Loxp: and 
lie Sir, 1 1 ye cannot but come to theſe Thoughts and 
Deſites, before the Hearet of Prayers; for as little as ye think 
and value your ſelf: for me, if I could mind you in your Bonds, 
poſe not to ſtand to the Account ye give, or Thoughts ye have, 
aur ſelf; tho I know, ye are. nor a whit more or leis before him 
oweigheth his own according to the Weight of imputed Righte- 
ſs,) for my Apprehenſions. Chriſt cannot miſtake you, Men 
„ and the Calculation and Eſteem of free Grace maketh you to 
at ye are. I hope to ſee you an everlaſtingly obliged Debter to 
v vhom ye ſhall praiſe, but never pay 1 And tlie, ye have 
iiches but that Debt; and I know, ye love to be ingagedto Jeſus 
if, the moſt Excellent of Creditors. Much Joy and Sweetneſs 
je have, in ſtanding written in his Book: I deſire to do it my 
and L would have you alſo highly to efteem the Deſign of Chriſt, 
hath raiſed the Riches of the Glorie of ſo much Grace, above. 
Circle of the Heaven of Heavens, out of vetie nothings; and 
ived his Thoughts of Love, ſo, that Lumps of glorified Clay, 
Id ſtand before him for all Ages, the Burdens and loaden 
ters of free, eternallie free Grace, Sir, ye cannot caſt the 
ut of tho Rents of your to great Inheritance of Glorie. Grace be 
\ you. nes 95 
Limb. May 18. ; wWur Servant is his own 
1651... LORD FESUS, S. R. 
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the much Housured and truely wort hy, Colonel G. KER. 


Mach Honoured and wort hy Sir, THe 5 
Our Chains now £:ine as much for Cazisr, the Cauſe being his, 
as'your Sword was made famous, in acting for that Caute ; 
| And bleſſed are ſuch, as can willingly render to Chriſt both 

Mm and Blood, Doing and Suffering: Reſifting unto Blood is 
e lor that precious and never enough exaited Redeemer, who, 
ue were a buying, gave Blood; fomewhat dearer than ye gave 
Pm, even the Blood of Gop, Ac, 20. 28. know a Man, who 
the Receipt of a Letter that ye were killed, and the People of 
daelttoyed, wiſhed that he might be quickly under the Wall of 
uber Palace, from under the Dint of rhe Storm; and who lon 80 


* 


422 Mr. Ratherfoord's - Epift, 6 
ed to have the weather-beaten and crazie Bark fafelie landed, in th 
Harbour of etetnal Quietneſs. What farther Service Chrift hath# 
you, I know not: it is enough, that in your Captivitie ye offeryg 
Service to Chriſt ; but if I ſee anie thing, it looks like a mer 
Defeat. Ifee the Nobles and the State falling off from Chriſt, 2 
the Night coming upon the Prophets, which we would pray to y 
vent; becauſe it is.a rare thing to, ſee a fallen Star winevery 
gaintotheFirmament to ſhine: And what if 1 be the thickDarkne 
going befoie the breakof Day. Sure, Sir, the Sun ſhall riſe upon $4 
lana; but if I ſhall fee it, or how near it is to Day, I leave that to hi 
even unto Jenoy An, who creates upon every dwelling Place in Man 
Zion, and apon her Aſſemblies a Cloud, and a Smoke by Day, and! 
 ſhineing of a flaming Fire by Night, But, Sir, the Wilderneſs [ball 
Joyce ana bloſſom, asa Roſe : and happie He, who hath a Bene 
an Arm, to put the Crown upon the Head of our higheſt King, why 
Chariot is paved with Love: Were there Ten Thouſand Milli} 
of Heavens created above theſe higheſt Heavens, and again as man 
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above them, and as manie above them, till Angels were weati 1 
with Counting, it were but too low a Seat to fix the Princelie Thi ebt 
of that Loxb Jesvs ( whole ye are) above them all: Created He 1 

vens are too low a Seat of Majeſty for Him. Since then there is no; 4»; 


equal to your Mafter and Prince, who hath choſen out for you, 
mongſt manie Sufferings for Sin, that onlie Croſs, wh ich come 
neareſt in likeneſs to his own Croſs, watered with Conſolation 
take Courage, and comfort your ſelf in him, who hath choſeny 
to Glorie hereafter, and to Contormitie with him here: We Poe 
would have a Croſs of our cwn chuſing, and would have our Gall 
 Wormwood ſugared, our Fire cold, and our Death and Grave wan 
ed with Heat of Life; but he, Sho hath brought manie Childien 
Glorie and loſt none, is out beft Tutour, Iwjſh when Jam Sick,t 
he may be Keeper and Comfotter. I judge it a bleſſed Fall, that 
are forteited Heirs, broken and out of Credit, and that Chriſt is 
come a Tutour, in the Place of Free will, and that we axe no me 
our on. I am broken and wafted, with the Wrath that is ont! 
Land, and have ben much tempted with a Deſign to have a ? 
from Chriſt, which if I had, I would not ſtay to be a Witneſs of 0 
Defection, for no Man's Intreatie ; but I know, it is my Softnd 
and Weakneſs, who would ever be a Shore, when a Fit of Sea-licf 
nels cometh on; Tho I know, I ſhall come ſo0on-enoughtoth 
deſirable Countrey, and ſhall no: be diſplaced; none ſhall take 
Lodging. Sir, manie Eyes are upon you, and the Godly are exceeding 
refreſhed, that ye liſten not to the Ways of many about you, whont 


[4 the | 


fair Words make Merchandiſe of Souls. Sir, if the Way you are in Wi... 
not the Way of Chriſt, then Woe to me, for I am eternallic 1 
but trulie, the Loxp CHRIST's Dealing with Colonel Gilbert Ker H 

roven to me, that the New Teſtament and the Covenant ot G98 ont 
is a Piece, that a Solemn Meeting and Aſſembly of all created i... 
gels, joyn all their Wits together, could not have deviſed : In 


Sir, ye payed nothing forthe Change that Chriſt made, and ye" 
| | | 


- 
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chat Debt of free Me to Heaven with you, (for what was 
if Jeſus indebted to you, more than to all your Kindred and 
me!) Therefore ſince ye are made his own, follow no other 
What is my Salvation tho I ſhould lay it in Pawn, (it is but a 
Pledge ) that this, this onlie is the Way? but Chriſt js Suretie 
Gf, that it is the Way; the Fore-runner went before you, and 
. latelie landed, and there is a fair Companie before you of ſuch. 
ke come ont of great. Tribulation, and have waſhed their Gar- 
its, and made them white ju the Blood of the Lamb; to whom theſe 
miles are now perſormed, he that overcomes ſhall eat e the Tree 
ife, that is in the midſt of the Paradiſe of Gop: aud Gop ſhall 
ene) all Tears from their Hes: and there ſpall be no more Death, 
lber dor rew, nor Crying: neither ſhall there be any more Pain: He 
ſtteth on the Throne ſhall dwell ameng t hem; they ſball hunger no 
6 neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the dun lighi on them, nar 
Heat; for the Lamb, that is in the midſt of the Throne, ſhall feed 
, and ſhall take them unto the living Fountains of Waters, I may, 
\ poſſibly keep you from better Woik : The God of Peace, that 
wht again from the Dead the Great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
duch the Blood of the eternal Covenant, make you Perfeft, _ 
. Andrews, Jan. 7. 1651, Tewrs in Jeſus Chriſt, 8. R. 


Ti the wach Honoured and truely werthy, Colonel, G. K ER. 


Much Honored and worthy Sir, | | 

Rave heard of your continued Captivity in England, as well as in 
this AMited Land; but go where ye will, 5e cannot go from 
under your Shadow, which is broader than many Kingdoms: 
change Lodgings and Countreys, but the lame LomD is before 
if ye were carried away Captive to the other Side of the Sun, 
s fat as the rifing of the Morning Star; It is ſpoken to your Mo- 
5 who has yet received no Bill of Divorce, which was written to 
lah, Mic. 4. 10. Be in Pain and Labour to bring forth, O Daugh- 
if Zion, like a Woman in Travel: for now ſhalt thou ge forth owt f 
City, and thou ſhalt dwellin the Field, and then ſhalt co even to 
on, there ſhalt then be delivered, there the LORD ſhall redeem 


hin the Hand of thine Enemies. England ſhall be countable for 


|, to render you back, Iſa. 44. 6. I will ſay to the North give up, 
| 10 the Seut h, beep not back. It is a Sermon that Fleſh and Blood 
zus at, Ezek. 37. 4. Frepheſie upon theſe dry Bones, and ſay unte 
u, O pe dry Bones, hear the Word of the LORD: It is a Preaching 

cold Grave, Thus ſaith th LORD nnto the Bones, behold 1 

tanſe Breath enter into you, and ye (ball live, and I will lay 
ws upor2 you, and bring Fleſh upen-you, and cever you with Skin, 
ut Breath in on, and ye ſball live.“ Rev, 20. 13. And the 
fave up the Dead that were in it. Berwick muſt render back the 
iſh Captives, and Col. Gilbert Ker with them, Iſa: 43. v. 14. 


tim ſaith the LORD your Redeemer the Holy One of Hrail, for 


4 Jour 
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your ſake I have ſent to Babylon, and have brought down 410l 11 
Nobles, aud the aldeans whoſe Cry is m the Shi Deut: zor. 
any ef them be driven out te the ontmeft Parts of Rea ven, fi 
t bence will the LORD thy GOD gather thee, and from thente ; 
he fetch thee. Zech: 83 7. Thus faith the LORD of Hoſts, Beh 
T will ſave my People frem the Eaſt Countrey and from the Weſt Cay 
Frey anal wi lbri:,g them, and they ſhall dwell in the midſt of Feral] 
lem and they ſhall be my People, and Iwill be their GOD, in Ty 
and in Righteonſneſs Sir, ye are booked by the Lord, who wri 
u the ' eeple, Pſal. 87: 5, 6. And counted to the Lond a; one 
the Houte and Stock, Tſal. 22. 30. Fear hot, faint not, all yg 
Hairs are numbered, It is the defire of the People of Go, that; 
your Bonds hitherto have been Exemplary, to the Strengthning 
the Feeble, and to the ſtopping of the Mouth of the Adverſary, vil 
out any declining to the tight or left Hand, ſo your Sufferingy, j 
the Place ye now go to, may be (as we are confident in the Lon. 
ou, and in Humilitie boaſt of his Grace in you) ſavourie, conyin 
ing, and like unto his honourable Cauſe, that will prevail in Byitaj 
contrary to all the Machinations and Counſels of Devils and Met 
and tho there were no other Ink in the Pen I now write with, but ſon 
* dewing of my laſt cooling Blood, this I purpoſe (his Grace, who 
I am, inabling me) to ftand. Sir, we defice to adote no. Inſt 
ments; yet we conceive the Shining and Rayes of Grace, tromt} 
Fountain Jeſas Chriſt, the Fulneſs of the God-head, beſtowed onſi 
ful Men, hold forth the Good Thoughts of Chriſt to this poor Lan 
- Whoſe multiplied Graves, and whoſe Souls under the Altar, ſlain 
SeFaries and Malignants, cry aloud to Heaven. I ſee nothing, $i 
if the Loxp be not near (tho J dare not ſay how ſoon) to au 
for the Year of Zien's Controverſie, Iſai. 34. 5. For my Sword 4 
be-bathed in Heaven: behold it ſhall come down upon Enylan 
and the reſidue of his Enemies in Scotland. Woe is me for Enylan 
that Land fhall be ſoaked with Blood, and their Duſt made fat vit 
Fatneſs: That pleaſant Land ſhall be a Wilderneſs, and theD 
of their Land Pitch ; A Judgment upon their walled Towns, the 
_ pleaſant Fields, their ſtrong Ships, &c, if they do not Repen 
Ye have not, I conceive, ſeen ſuch ſearching and trying Times, 
no theſe are; and yet the Queſtion will be drawn to a more nan 
State, and Multitudes will yet leave the Cauſe z for we took all in 
the Covenant, that offered to build with us, but Chriſt muſt haveb 
a ſmall Remnant: few Nobles if anie, few Miniſters, few Trefeſſ 
tho our Way ſtandeth unchanged, 2 Cor. 6. 8. By Huneur and! 
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 hanour, by good Report and evil Report, as Deceivers and get I. Put | 
as Unknown and yet well Known, as Dying aud behold we Live, ices, 
Chaſined and yet not Killed, Neither is this your Condition ao ina ſu 
but the experienced Lot of all the Saints that have gone before lad (1 
It is one and the ſame Croſs of Chriſt, but there be ſandrie Fact o 


and divers Circumſtances in the ſam: Remnant, the Suffering , is 
Chriſt, and yours. Sir, to be delivered to Souldiers, and in Capt 


vity, looks like his Suffering, of whom Iſaiab ſalth Chap. 530 


was taken from Priſon, and from Fudgment: yea, and taten 

1d, Jeb. 18. 1. When the Cauſe is the Truth of Gap, the Luſtre 
dFace of Suffering is ſo much the more lovelie, that it has the 
and Colour of Canrsr's Sufferings, who endured. Contradiction 
e vi Sinners, and deſpiſed the Shame; O it is' a great Word, Currsr* 


B-1o ned, and CHRIST abaſed! But thus was the Head, and ſo are the 
Cu embers dealt with in the World: and trulie anie thing,of Currsr,.. 
eraſer the worſt of him (to ſpeak fo ) his Reproach and Shame are 


elle. Tho ſuperſtitious Love to the material Croſs he ſuffered. 
writ Wor, be foolery 3 and doting upon the holie Grave be curſed Idola- 


doe e; yet is there a Communion with him in his Sufterings moſt - 


ltable, 1 Pet: 4: 15. Bus rejeyse in as much as ye are Partakers 
(HRIST's Sufferings: in which Sende, the Cup that his Lip 
ſched, as the ſweeter Taſfe, even tho Death were in it: The 
wu e, becauſe He did lie in it, is ſo much the ſofter, and the naore 
ful a Bed of Reſt: And that part of the Sky and Clouds, that 
beloved ſhall break through and come to Judgment, is as lovelie 
ping ice of the created Heaven, as anie is, if we may love the Ground 
ritalWMcocs on the better; But all this is to be underſtood in a Spiritual 
Meißner. The Lo Rp calls you, Sir, (upon whom the Spirit of Gop 
his Glorie reſts) to put your Souls Amen to this Diſpenſation; 
Iequires of us, that our Deſires follow the now declared Decree. 
0p, concerning the Deſolation of our ſinful Land, ſo manieways.- 
mi tic of a deſpiſed Goſpel and a broken Covenant, and that with all 
miſſon : Certainlie no Man has failed more in this thing, thlan 
ko writes to you; for 1 have brought my Health in great Ha- 
in e, and tormen ed my Spirit with exceſlive Grief,. for our preſeut 


„ ocztions and the Rentings of our Kirk; and I ſee. it is a Chal- 
WM og of, and a bold Pleading againſt him; apen whoſemShou/der 
f Government is, Iſa: 22: 22. The Father hath par a glorious 
gan upon CHarsT, v: 23. "And I will jfflea him as a Nail in 4 


Pace, and he ſhall be for aglorions Throne to his Father's Honje, 
tu 24. And they ſhall hang, wpon him all the Glory of his Father's 
pe, the Off-ſpring and the !ſſue. 77 Veſſels of ſmall quantity From 
Jeſſels of Cups even to all the Veſſels of Flagons Out unbelieving 
pcienfions do fo Gaarrel at ine Proſperity of Enemies in an evil 
ſe, that we wreſtle with Defeats, Spoiling, Captivity of the 
anch, killing of his People, the waſting of our Land, ſtarving and 


lug eng of the Kingdom, which is worſe than the Sword-; but this 
vella Centradict ing ofthe Loxb's revealed Dectee: His Wiſdom 
e $p0iling and Deſolatiou is beſt for Soatiand, and we lay, Nos, 
4 baccuſe Carisr of Milgoverunieut, aud -t not being true to the 
Tr put upon him: But ſince he doth not drag the Government at 
ve, Wiicels, but hath it upon his Shoulder; and ſince the Nail faſt- 


ina ſure Place cannot be broken, nor can the ſmalleſt Vellel fail 


eg n ſweet Securitie, in Dependence upon him; lince all the 
dae of Heaven and Earth, of redeemed Saints and confirmed 
is upon his Shoulder, I am a Fool and bruitiſh to imagine, 
e lena add an ie thing, to Cuxlsr's ſpecial Cate ot and Tenderneſs 
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his Captivitie, Ads 120 8. O for Grace to ſuffer Cartsr to Tut 


426 ' Mr. Rutherfoord's 


to his People: He who keepeth the Baſons and Knives ot his Hoy 
and bringeth the Veſſe]s back again to the ſecond Temple, Ezra 
3, 9, 10. muſt have a more tender Care of his redeemed Ones, th 
of a Spoon, or of Peter's old Shoes, which yet muſt not he lol 


nf , ( 


n, Ob. 
itaiu © 
ps [115 
he were 
was ( 
re an 
re near 
he pu 
ed Ca 
Id you 
t Way 

and 
jering 
dod of 
wilitic 
nds 1 
be w 
Gla/ 


his own Minors and young Heirs ! But we cannot endure to be un 
the Actings of his Government: We love too much to be out an 
O how fweer to be wholly Ehriſt's, and wholly in Chriſt! to 
out of the Creatures owning, and made compleat in Chriſt; to 
by Faith in Chriſt; and to be once for all clothed with the cles 
Majeſt ie and Glorie of the Son of Gop, wherein he makes all} 
Friends and Followers Sharers! To dwell in Immanzel's high ; 
leſſed Land, and live in that (ſweeteſt Air, where no Wind bloye 
but the Bre..things of the Holy Ghoſt ; No Seas or Floods floy, | 
the pure Water of Life, that proceeds from under the Throne, 
from the Lamb; No Planting but the Tree of Life, that yield 
twelve manner of Fruits everie Month! What do we here but 
and Suffer? O when ſhall the Night be gone, the Shadows flee xy 
and the Morning of that Jong, long Day, without Cloud ot Nip 
dawn! The Spirit and the Bride fay, Come; O when ſhall the Lan 
Wife be readie, and rhe Bridegroom ſay, Come! Worthy Sir, In 
you to the Hearer of Prayer. O help me in that Kind! The Spu 

Irsus be with your Spirit. . | 
St. Andrews, May 14. Yours in his only en 


1651. ToORDYRESUs, ae 

— — — — 2 
| ; t. 
To my Lady K EN MU RX E. zof th 

| | Ss | TY ; ſhort 4 
MAD AM, 55 3 Rem 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: We are fallen in winne ot: 
and trying Times: I am gl. d, that your Breath ſetveth 
to run to the End, in the ſame Condition and Way, whe 

| Ye have walked theſe twenty Years paſt : It is either the Way of le 

or we ate yet in our Sins, and have miſled the Way: the Loxp ( 
true) has ſtained the Pride of altour Clotie; and now laſt o 
the Sun hath gone down upon manie ef the Prophets; but ſlug 
not; Men are Men, and Gop appeareth more and more to beG 
and CnR'sr 15 till CyrisT, Madam, ſtronger than lam, hadala 
ſtumbled me and cat me down ; But O what Mercie is it, todik 
betwixt what is Chriſt's, and what is Man's, and what way the 
Colour and Luſtre of Gifts and Grace, dazle and deceive outy 
Eyes! Oh to be dead to all things that are below Chriſt, ve 
even a created Heaven and cieated Grace! Holineſs is not C 
nor ate the Bloſſoms and Flowers of the Tree of Life, the T 
ſelf. Men and Creatures may wind themſelves in bet veen us 
| Chriſt; and there fore the Lon hath done much tv take out of 

Way all betwix: him and us: There are not in our Way non, K 

ok Armies, or Nobles, or Judicatories, or ſtrong Holds, ot N. 


elcles 
tion 
d, 


— 


1, ot Godly Profeſſors 1 The faireſt things and moſt eminent in 
lain are ſtained and have loft their Luſtre : Only, only Car'sT 


ths his Greenne's and Beauty, and remaineth what he was: Oh! 
lol e vere more and more excellent to our Apprehenſions, han ever 
ud 2s ( whoſe Excellencie is above all Apprehenſions) and till. 
un e and more ſweet to our Taſte. I care for nothing, it io bel 
| one nearer to him, and yet he flyetli not from me: I flee from him, 
to be purſuerh. I hear your La: hath the fame Efteem of the de- 


ad Cauſe and Covenant of our Loxp, ye had before: Madam, 


cen vou there: 1 dare and would gladlie breathe out my Spirit in 
al Way, with a nearer Communion and Fellowſhip with the Fa- 
oh end the Son, and wou. ſeek no more, but that I might die 
one ering: And alſo 1 woald hope, that the Earth fall not cover the 


od of the Godly ſlain in Scotland; but that the Loxp will make 

wiſtion for their Blood, when the Sufferings of the Saints in theſe 

nds hall be fulfilled. The Good Will of Him that dwelt in the 

þ be with you. 25 i 

Glaſgow, Sept. 28. Towr La: at all obſervance in 
| 1651. : the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


To my Lady KEN MU RE. 


VVV 5 | 

Race, Mercy and Peace be to you? 1 know, ye think of an out- 
going, and that your quarter ing in Time. vnd vour Abode in 
this Life is ſhort; ſor-we flee away as a Shadow : the declin- 
ofthe Sun, and the lengthning ot the Shadow laith, our Journey 
fort and near the End: I ſpeak yer becauſe I have Warnings. of 
Removal. Madam, I know not anie. againſt whom the Loxn 
not : for he is againſt The Frond and Lefty, the Dayofthe LORD 
jou all the Ce#ars, upon all the high Mountains, upon every high 
er, and upon every fenced Wall, upon all the Ships of Tarſhiſh, and 


of le 4 pleaſant Pictures. I know not anie thing comparable to a 
ness and ſpiritua! Communion with the Father and the Son 
at o: there is much Deadnefs and Witheredneſs upon many Spirits, 
uo retmes near to Gop : and I wiſh the Loxd have not more to ſay, 


{to do againft the Land. Ye have, Madam, in your Accounts, | 
cies, Deliverances, Rods, Warnings, Plenty of Means, Con- 
tions, when Refuge failed you, when ye looked on the Right 
nd, and behold no Man would know you nor cate for your Soul, 
out en young and weak, Maniteflations of Gop, the Out-goings of 
Lon for you, Experiences, Anſwers from the Lon ů; by all 
ch, ye may be comforted now, and confirmed in the certain Hope, 
a Grace, free Grace, in a fixed and eſtablyſned Surety, ſh-I1 per- 
en u that good Work in you: happie they no ſee not and yet believe! 


ut ole, grace eternally in our Lokv IEsus be with vou. 
W, K Eeinbargb, May 279, ' Tours in the LoRD 
ors | | 16533 Issus, S. K. 


To 


＋ 
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a calm Harbour were very good, when Storms are ſo high: The For 


poor a Stock is in the Hand of ſome 1 The only wiſe Gop ſupply why 


great Sum together: the Maiitage Supper of the Lamb muſt not b. 
marred with too large a Fexr-howrs-refreſhment. Know, Madam, A 


ty, in ſuffering from ſome nigh Hand, and ſome far off: Whoeit 
de the Inſtruments, the replying of Clay to the Potter, the Foimel 
* . oh 
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To my Lad) KENMURE l is 


3 M A D A M, | 
1 Have been ſo long ſilent, that i am almoſt aſhamed nov to ſpei 

Thear of your weakly Condition of Body, whicl: fpeaks ſom 

Warning to you, to look for a longer Lite, where ye ſhall hay 
more Leiſure to praiſe, than Time can give yon here: It ſnall be 
Loſs to m ny; but ſure, your ſelf, Madam, ſhall be only freeg 
any Loſs, And truly, conſidering what Days we are now fallen into 
if {ailing were not Serving of the Lov, (which Ican hardly attain 


runner, who has landed firſt, muſt help to bring the Sea. beaten yt 
ſel ſafe to the Port, and the ſick Paſſengers, who are following th 
Fore-runner, ſafe a Shore. Much Deadneſs prevails over ſome; hy 
There is much Life in him, who is the Reſurrectien and the Life, t 
quicken. O what of our hid Life is without us, and how little ant 
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is wanting: the more ye want, and the more your Joy has run on 
the more is owing to you by the Promiſe of Grace: By-gones 9 
Waterings from Heaven, which your La: wanted in Kewmnre Raft 
the Weß, Glaſgow, Edinburgh, England, &c. ſhall all come, in 


who has tutoured you from the Breatts, knows how to time hi 
own Day ſhinings and Love-viſits, Grace, that runs on, be vil 
St. Andrews, Tours in the Lord at all obſervance, S. R. 


— — — 
o 


N Lady KENMURE, 


"MAD A N, | 

1 Confeſs I have Cauſe to be grieved at my long Silence, or Lazinel 

in writing: J am alſo Afflicted to hear, that ſuch who were Del 

ers to your La: for better Dealing, have ſerved you with {ucl 
Prevarication: Ye know, Crookedact: is neither ſtrong nor long 
Enduring: and ye know likewiſe, that theſe things ſpring not out dl 
the Duſt : It is ſweet to look upon the lawleſs and ſinful Stirings ot 
the Creatures, as ordered by a moſt holy Hand in Heaven. Ou 
ſome could make Feace with Gop ! It would be our Wiſdom, and 
afford us much ſweet Peace, if Oppreſſours were looked upon 48 
paſſive Inſtruments like the Saw or Ax in the Garpenters Hand; they 
are hidden (if ſuch aD:ftintion may be admitted) but not Com 
manded of Go (as Slumei was, 2 Sam. 16: 10.) to do what the) 
do. Madam, theſe: many Years the Loxb has been teaching you 
to read and ſtudy well the Book of holy, holy and ſpotleſs Soveraignt 


N 4 ” . 

166 67: Zetters. 
|. is unbeteem ing the nothing Creature: I hope he ſhall cicaf 
but when Zien's publick Evils lie not nigh ſome of us, and 
e no Impreſſion upon our Hearts, it is no wonder that we be 
ciſed with domeſtick Troubles, but I know ye are taught of Gcv 
eter Jeruſalem to your chiefeſt Joy. Madam, there is no cauſe 
linting : Wait upon the not-tarry ing Viſion, for it will ſpeak. 
oalie wife God be with you, and Gob even your own Gov bleſs 


Andrews, June, 1657. Tours at all Obſervance in God, S. R. | 


S ——_— 


To my Lady Kk E N MU R E. 


MA D AM, | | 1 
uld not forget you but my Deadneſs under a Threatning- 
oke, both of a falling Church, a broken Covenant, a detviled 
unt, and Crazineſs of Body (that I cannot get a Piece lickly 
cattied about from one Houle or Town to another) lies meſt 
e on me: The LokrD. has removed Scotland's Crown, for we 
d not his Crown; we fretted at his Catholick Government of 
orld, and fretted that he would not be ruled and led by us, 
ecking our Adverſaties; and he makes us ſuffer and pine away, 
lniquities, under the broken Government of his Houle, It is. 
it uould be our Snare, to be tried with the Honour of a peace- 
Reformation, we might mar the carved Work of his Houle, 
than thoſe againſt whom we cry out. Its like he has bidden us 
out left Side There Hundred and Ninety Days, and yet ſo 
thing is our Stupiditie, that we moan not our ſore Side: 
old is become dim, the Viſage of our Næxarites is become black, 
1 is gone down on our Seers, the Crown is fallen from our 
|, ve roar like Bears. Loxp ſave us from that, He that made 
will not have Mercy on them The Heat cf the Scribe medi- 
Tettor. Oh, Maaam, if the Lord would help to mote Self- 
dg, and to make ſure an Intereſt in Chriſt ! Ah, we forget E- 
x, and it approacheth quicklie. Grace be with you, i 
bt. Andrews, 20 Nov, Jar La: at all Obedience 
1657. In the Lord, S. R 


— — 


To my Lady K EN M U R E. 


— 


ADA My | 5 
named of my long Silence to your La: Your Toſſings and 
ndrings are known to him, upon whom ye have been caſt 
ie Breaſts, and who has been your Gop of old. The temporal 
Creatures, dear to you there, may be the more eaſilie en- 
that the Gain of one, who onlie has Immorralitie, groweth. 
$41 univerſal Complaint of Deadneſs of Spirit on all thas 
ob ; He that writes to you, Madam, is as deep in this as 
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430 Mr. Rautherfoord's Epiſt. 6 
anie, and is afraid of a ttrong and hot Ba tel, before Timehey 
cloſe; but no matter if the LoxD crown all with the vigor 
triumphing of Faith. Goo teacheth us by terrible Things in Ag 
teouſneſs : We fee manie things, but we obſerve nothing, ( 
Drink is ſowre, Gray-haitrs are here and there on us, and we cha 

© manie Lords and Rulers ; but the ſame Bondage of Soul and 

A remains. We live little by Faith, but much by Senfe, according 
the Times, and by Humane Policy. The Watch-men ſleep, 
the People periſh for lack of Knowledge. How can we be enlightn 


feſlen 
hen we turn our Back on the Sun? And muſt we not be withef te. 
when we lere the Fountain? It ſhould be my onlie Deſire to Mere 


Miniſter, gifted with the white Stone and the new Name written 
it. I judge it were fit (now when tall Profeſſors, and when m; 
Stars fall from He wen, and Gop poureth the Iſle of Great. Br. 


bet: 
pne 0 


0 10 
trom veſſel to Veſſel, and yet we ſit and are ſettled on our Lees) a 
couſider, [as ſometimes i do, but ah! rarely ) how irrecoven;c 1 
- 4Wottis, to be under a Reguile, in the Matter of Eternitie: cet 
what if J, who can have a ſubſeribed Teſtimonial of manic, Mice! 
ſhall ſtand at the right Hand of the Judge, ſhall miſs Chriſt's WM ire 
- proving Teſtimony, and be ſet upon the left Hznd among the Mio ſ 
There is ſuch aBeguile, Matth. 7. 22. Matth. 25. 8, 9, 1% on fo 
12. Luke 13. 25, 26. And it befails manie: And what ititb 1 
me, who have but too much Art to eozen my own Soul and o (ich 
with the flouriſh of Miniſterial or Countrey-holineſs, Dear lM. 
I ain afraid of prevailing Securitie : We watch little, (igen 
mainly relation to my ſelf) wewreftie little: I am like one eatin 
velling in the Night, who fees a Spirit, and ſweats for Fear, Miſporto: 
dare not tell it to his Fellvy,for fear of encieaſing his own ſear: bo; 
ever, I am ſure, when the Maſter is nigh his coming, it were ail re 4 
write over a Double and a new Copy of our Aceounts,. of the e tra 
of Nature, Childhood, Youth, riper Years, and old Age. W (ons 
Chriſt have another written Repreſentation of me, than Ih int 
my ſelf ? ſure his is right: And if it contradict my miſtakig e to 
ſinfull ie erroneous Account of my ſelf, ah! Where am J then lad fo 
Madam, Idiſcourage none, I know Chrift has made à ne tun 
riage- contract of Love, and ſcaled it with his Blood, and theft, 
ling Believer ſhall not be confounded, Grace be with you. Wt by 
St. Andrews, May 26. 1659. Tours at all Obedience in Chrif, Wore: \ 
: | oo 5 buld te 
Wo 3 5 1 not: 
To my Lady K EN M RE, pit Li 
. lome 1 
d MAD AM, | | WT: thar 
Should be g1:d, that the Loxp would be pleaſed to lengthMidden 
I moce Time to you, that ye might yet, before your Eyes der! 
- fee more of the Woik of the right Hand of the Lon, in ref be 
now-{wooning and cruſhed Land and Church. Tho! 1745 0D | 
knocking at Death's Gate, yet could J nor get in, but was (en, 4;, 


for atime. It is well, if 7 could yet doanic Setviceto hin 


8 I 
Mar Deadneſs lies upon the Spirit! And Deadneſs breeds 
ance from GoD. Madam, theſe manie years the Lord has let 
ve a clear Difference, detwixt thoſe who ſerve Gob, and love 
tame, and thoſe who ſerve him not: And J judge ye look up- 


de Way of Chriſt, as the onlie beſt Way, and that ye would not 
unge Chriſt for the World's God, or their Mammon, and that 


ing give Chriſt a Teſtimonie of Chief among ten thouſand : True 
D, Pa manie of us have fallen from our firſt Love; but Chriſt 
hinfWencwed his firſt Love of our Eſpoufals to himſelf, and multi - 


der that our Fathers ever knew. But ah! Madam, what ſhall 


mine or laid of manie fallen Stars, and manie near to Gop com- 
Due rofullie, and ſailing to the neareſt Shore? Yea, and we ate 
e; med in the Furnace but not melted, burnt but not purged, our 
wen is not removed, but our Scum remains in us: And in the 


ee we fret, we faint, and [ which is more ſtrange] we ſlumbet: 
fireburneth round about us, and we lay it not to Heart: Gray 
on for the appofnted Change. yet ſo as we ſhould be meditating 
luch a bleſſed Companie, harping and ſinging Hallelujahs to 
ug and finning ? O where is our Wiſdom, that we fit ſtill laugh- 
ear, Whos tor the Journey, defiring always to be clothed with our Houſe 
car: above, not made with Hands: Ah, we ſavour not the things 
te ane above, nor do we fmell of Glorie, ere we come thither ; 
je tranſact and agree with Time for a new Leaſe of Clay- 
lions : Behold he comes, we ſleep, and turn all the Work of 


to de humbled for a broken and a buried Covenant, is firſt 


then an forgotten: And all our Grief is, the Lond lingers, Ene- 


nes i ttiumph, godlie Ones ſuffer, Atheiſts blaſpheme. Ak! we 
tot, but wonder that Chriſt comes not the higher Way, by 


pt Lines, tho? we think and ſay they are crooked : It is right 
lome ſhould die and. their Bre.ſts full of Milk, and yet we are 
WT: that Gov dealeth fo with them. O if we could adore him in 
ere dden Ways, when there is Datkneſs under his Feet, and Dark- 
yes bf 
1 reyn 
Izas 1 
ras ſent 
to hull 


08 Jesus be with your Spinit. | 
Andrews, 12 Sept, Yonrs. at all obliges Obſervance 
31059. is Chrift; S. R. 
ES > 


the Seekers of Gor, all the Countrey over, even where Chriſt 
farce named, Eaft and Weſt and South and North, above the 


date upon us, and we know it not. It were now a deſirable. 
to ſend away our Love to Heaven, and well becomes it us, to 


; Isthere a new World above the Sun and Noon? And is 
Lmb up above? Why then are we taken with avain Life of 


one eating, ſle-ping Priſoners, and do not pack up all our beſt 


es into a Diſpute of Events for Deliverance; but the greateſt - 


it, by Power, by Garments rolled in Blood. What if he come 
over Way! Sure, we fin in putting the Book in his Hand, as if 

ld teach the Almighty Knowledge: we make Haſte, we be- 
not: Let the onlie wile Gop alone, he ftirs well, he draws 


s - 


nder his Pavilion, and Clouds are about his Throne! Madam, 
Z believing, patieat praying is our Life: He loſes no 1 ime. 
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is end and dear Brethren, Mr. GU TH RIE, 
* 411. the reſt of their Brethren Imꝑriſoned in the Caf 
Edinburgh. | 1 | 
dear, and now much honoured Priſoners for d 
8 he polar ot Light, at the out-moſt of perſyaf 
1 that kind, that this is the Cauſe of Chriſt ye now ſuffer for, 
not Mens Intereſt + If it be for Men, let us leave it; but ifnep 
for Gov, our own perſonal Safety, and Man's Deliverance wil 
be Peace. There is a Salvation called the Salvation of GOD, y 
is cleanlie, pure, ſpiritual, unmixed, near to the holy Wo 
God; it.is that which we would ſeek, even the Favour of Gop tht 
bears to his People, not fimple Gladneſs, bu: the Gladnet 
Goodneſs of the Loxb's choſen. And ſure (tho' I be the weak: 
his Witneſſes, and unworthy to be among the meaneſt of them, EO 
am afraid the Cauſe be hurt { but it cannot be loſt ) by m 18 
believing Faintneſs ) f ſhould not deſire a Deliverance ſep + 
from the Deliverance ofthe Loxo's Cauſe and People: It is o_ 
to me to ling when Zien ſings z and to triumph when Chriſt auß E 
eth: I ſhould judge it an unhappie Joy, to rejoyce when 
figheth. Not exe hoof, will be your peace. If Chiiſt _ 2 
let me be in the Grave in a Bloodie Winding-ſheet, and 90 1 ug 
Scaffold in four Quarters to Grave, or no Grave, e =... 
to Seal with Sufferings this precious Truth; but Oh! » 7 _ 3 
to the Puſh, I dare ſay nothing, conſidering my Weakne 0 __ 
_ neſs and Fain l. eſs. But fear not ye, ye are not, ye ſhall as tl 8 
tae Father is with you: It was not an unſeaſonable, a _O 
able and neceſſatie Duty ye were about. Fear him wha is on T4 
Chriſt is Captain of the Caſtle, and LoR D of the Keys, l op 
1 ing Well-fpring 7 e 2 ne 2 de "WM if 
: the Frownings of t urnace. 1 ſee Snares a 55 
itulating, compoſing, ceding, minching with Di inet "My 
-— cm n Complements and jos. in 
the Cauſe of Chriſt 7 Along Spoon, the Broth is 2 * oo 
a Diftance from carnal Compoſitions, & much N carne to 1 1 
tain, to the Favour and refreſh ing Light frem the 1 er of! 78 
ſpeaking in his Oracles; this is found Health Try parry! a. 
Men, Ziox's Elders eye us; but what of all the e, 8050 „cure 
and looks on us, and. writes up all. Let us pray = a 
to Men. Remember me to Mr. Scot and all the ref A ; ttive R. 
upon the Head of ſuch as are ſeparated from their Brethren : | «Fo 
is a fruitful Bough by a Well. Grace be with you. e 
356. Andrews, Tear loving Brother a op 


16 King dem &uatience of Feſws Chr! 55 1 


God, 
Andre 
1661 


— 
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v Mr. ROBERT CAMPBEL I. 
Rwerend: and daar Brother, 


know this is a Time, in which. all Men almeſt ſeek their own 
things, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt : Ye are your 
lone, as a Beacon on the Top of a Mountain; but faint not, 
isa numerous Multitude himſelf, yea Millions; tho? all the. 
us wete conveened againſt him round about, yet doubt not 
vill at laſt ariſe for the Cry of the poor and needy. For me, 
ow. near to Eternitie; and for ten thouſand Worlds; I dare not 
we, to paſs from the Prozefiazion againſt the Corruptions of 
me, nor go alongſt with the ſhameleſs Apoſtacy of the manie 
and dumb Watchmen of Scetland: But I think it my laſt. 
to enter a Protefation in Heaven, before the righteous Judge, 
| the practical and legal Breach of Covenant, and all Oaths 
ſed on the Conſciences of the Lony*'s People, and all popiſh, 
litious and 1dolatrous Mandats of Men. Know that the Over» 
ofthe ſworn Reformation, the introducing of Poperie and the 
tie of Iniquitie, is now ſet on Foot in the three Kingdoms, 
hoſoever would keep their Garments clean, are under that 
band, Toxch not, taſte net, handle not. The Lord calls you, 
Nut her, to be ſtill fedfaſt, wnmoveable, and abounding in the 
if the Lord, Our Royal Kinglie Maſter is upon his Journey, 
come, and will not tarrie; and bleſſed is the Servant, who 
found watching, when he comes + Fear not Men, for the 
is jour Light and Salvation. It is true, it is ſomewhat ſad 
mtortleſs, that ye are your alone; but ſo it was with our pre- 
Maſter ; Nor are ye your alone, for the Father is with you. 
poſſible, I ſhall not be an Eye-witneſs to it in the Fleſh ; but 
ſe he comes 3 who will remove our Darkneſs, and 
bine glariouſlie in the Tſe of Britain, as a Crowned King; 
n a formallie ſworn Covenant, or in his Own glorious Way, 
leave to the Determination of his infinite Wiſdom and 
Ws: And this is the Hope and Confidence of a dying Man, 
bnging and fainting for the Salvation of Gop. Beware of the 
ug Bonds and Obligations, by anie Hand- write or otherways, 
limited Obedience to anie Authoritie, but onlie in the 
| For all innocent Self-defence ( which is according to the 
ut, the Word of Gop, and the laudable Example of the Re- 
churches) is now intended to be utterlie Subverted and 
ned: And what is taken from Chriſt, as the Flower of his 
tive Royal, is now put upon the Head of a Mortal Tower, 
nut be that great Le of Indignation, that provoketh che 
um his Glorie. Dear Brother, le? us mind the rich Promiſes 
nade to thoſe that overcome, knowing that thoſe that en- 
be End ſhall be ſaved. Thus recommending you to the rich 
Hod, I remain * | . 
Audre ws, Tour: Aſſectionate Brother in 
1661 | Chriſt, 8. R 
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and Edinburgh, before his Confinement at Ard 


from Aberdeen during his Confinement ; and fi 
St. Andrews, &c. after his Enlargement. 
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Fer M ARION Me K NAU G H x. 


Melbeloved and dear Siſier, | 9 8 
Love in Chriſt remembred; I haye ſent to you ji 
Daughter Griſel with Robert Gerden, who came tofe 
her: I am in good Hopes, that the Seed of Goy is 
her, as in one born of Gob, and Gop's Seed will come 
Gov's Hatveſt: I have her promiſe, ſhe ſhall be Chriſt's; { 
have told her ſhe may promiſe much in his worthie Name, far 
becomes Caution te his Father for all ſuch as reſolve and pio 
to ſerve him. Iwill remember her to Gop, I truſt you will acqy 
her with good Companie: and be diligent to know wich whom 
loves to haunt : Remember Zion, and our Neceſſities, I 
your Daughter from our Loxp, and pray the LokD to give you 
and Comfort of her: Remember my Love to your H#sband, 
William and Samuel your Sons; The Lokp Jxsvs be with your yi 


. 8 leſt 
Anwoth, June 6. Wars at all Power in hild; 
| lying 


a I Lord Jeſus, S.! 

| | old 
|  Poif 
th, b 
it fto 
tet gi 
Tal 
hal 


For MARION Me k NAU GH T. 
3 Loving and dear Siſter, 


T ever you would pleaſure me, Intreat the Loxop for me n 
1 wihenlam fo Comfortleſs, and ſo full of Heavineſs, that! 


not able to ſtand under the Burden any longer. The Almig on 
has doubled his Stripes upon me, for my Wife is fo ſore tormet 17 
Night and Day, that T have wondered why the Loxn tarries o ” 
My Life is bitter unto me, and 1 fear the Lox be my —_ 
Partie. It is (as I now know by Experience) hard to keep? * 
of God in a Storm, eſpeciallie when he hides himſelf, for the! A a 
of his Children. If ke would be pleaſed ta remove his Hand, Il Ab 


a purpoſe to ſeek him more than 7 have dane: Happie att 


that can win away with their Soul: I am afraid of his vag En 


— 


— 
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w Cop, that there is a Death, and a Heaven; I would 
eto begin again to be a Chriſtian, ſo bitter is it ro drink of 


ypthat Chriſt drank of, if I knew not that there is no Poiſon in 
[ Cop give us not of it while we vomit again, for we have fick 
.vhen God's Phyſick works not. Pray that Gop would not lead - 
ile into Temptation. Wo is my Heart, that 1 have done ſo 
igeinſt the Kingdom of Farhan, in my Calling; for he would 
tempt co make me blaſpheme Gop in his Face 1 believe, I | 
7c, in the Strength of him who hath put me in his Work, he 
i! in that which he ſeeks; 7 have comfort in this, that my 
fro: Cnr hath ſaid, J muſt fight and overcome the World, 
a (6. v. 33. And with a weak, ſpoiled Weaponleſs Devil, 70s 
zo. The Prince of this World cometh, and hath nothing in 
Deſire Mr. Robert to remember me, if he love me. Grace, 
be with you, and all yours. Remember Zion. There is a 
rprocured from the King by Mr. John Max wel to urge Confor- 
Wh give the Communion at Chriſtmaſs in Edinburgh. Hold 
ou t which you have, that no Man take the Crown from you, _ 
ord Jeſus be with your Spirit. | 


b ever, Nov. 17. 1629, Doarxs in the Lord, S. R. 
come — — — — 9 
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ff Fer M ARION MSœ KN AUG HT. 

70 | OY 


xc Welbeloved and dear Siſter, | 8 1 
hom Love in the Loxp Ixsus remembred ; I underſtand that you 
| | are ſtill under the Loxp's Viſitation, in your former Buſineſs | 
you with your Enemies, which is Gop's dealing: For till he 
and, lis Children out of the Furnace, that knoweth how long they 
ur Spd be tried, there is no Deliverance 3 But after Gop's higheſt 
let Tide, that the Sea of Trouble is gone over the Souls of 
er in hildren, then comes the gracious, long hoped for Ebbing 
S. Ming up of the Waters. Dear Siſter, do not faint ; the Wicked 
aoldthe bitter Cup to your Head, but Gop mixeth it, and there 
| Poiſoninit 2 They ſtrike, but Gop moves the Rod: Shimei 
„ WE" but it is becauſe the Lozp bids him: I tell you, and 7 
tfrom him, before whom I ſtand for Gop's People, there is a. 
tet giyen out, in the great Court of the higheſt Heavens, that 
me iI kreſent Troubles ſhall be diſperſed as the Morning Cloud, and 
hat 1 fall bring forth your Righteouſneſs, as the Light of the 
Alm ide of the Day: Let me intreat you in Chriſt's Name, to 
mens 200d Conſcience in your proceedings in that Matter, and 
; (0 of your elf; your ſelf is a more dangerous Enemie, than 1, 
; con! "ithout you; Innocence, and an upright Cauſe is a good 
ep Wc before Gop, and ſhall plead for you, and win your Cauſe : 
the unt much of your Maſter's Approbation, and his Smiling. 
id, en as the King that is gone 1o a far Countrey. Gop ſeems to 
. ac n home (it I may ſay ſo; ) yet he ſees the ill ſervants, who 
an matter deferreth his coming, and ſo ſtrike their fellow ſer- 
| vants; 
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vants; Butpatience, mwybe/wed, Chriſt the king is comiug hy 
the evening is at band, and he will ask an Accompt of his ſen 
make a fait clear Count to him: So carry your ſelf, as at nigh 
may ſay, Maſter, I have wronged none, behold you have you. 
with Advantage: O! your Soul then will eſteem much of g 
God's Kifles and Embracements, in the Teſtimonie of a goodt 
fcience, The Wicked, howbeit they be caſting manie ey 1 Thoug 
bitter Words, and ſinful Deeds behind their Back, yet they arj 
doing Clerks to their own Proceſs, and doing nothing all their] 
but gathering Dietas againſt themſelves : For Gop is angrig 
the Wickedeverie Day: And I hope your preſent Proceſs in 
cited one Day by him, who knoweth your juſt Cauſe : Any 
bloodie Tongues, craftie Foxes, double ingrained Hypocrites, | 
appear as they are before his Majeſty, when he ſhall take the! 
- offtheir Faces; and O thrice happie ſhall your Soul be then, y 
God finds you covered wich nothing, but the white Robe of 
Saints Innocence, and the Righteouſneſs of IEsus Curr, 
have been of late in the King's Wine Cellar, where you wete 
comed by the Loxp of the Inns, upon a Condition that youy 
walk-in Love; put on Love, and Brotherlie-kindneſs, and 1, 
ſuffering; wait als long upon the Fayour and turned Hearts of 
Enemies, as your Chriſt waited upon you, and as dear Jeſus ſto, 
your Soul's Door, with dewy and rainy Locks, the long cold Ni 
Be angrie, but fin not: I pertwade my ſelf, that holie Uni 
within you, which teaches you all things, is alſo ſaying, .Ove 
Evil with Good : If that had not ſpoken in your Soul, a 
Tears of your aged Paſtor, you would not have agreed, and 
given his fooliſh Son, who wronged you; but my Maſter bade me 
you, Gop's Bleſſing ſhall be upon you for it: And from him | 
Grace, Grace, Grace, and everlaſting Peace be upon you: lti 
Prayer for you, that your Carriage may grace and adorn the ( 
pel of that Loxzp who has graced you. I heard your Nu, — 
was Sick, but I beſeech you in the Bowels of Jeſus, welcome ei 


Rod of Gop; for I find not in the whole Book of Gop, agrt F 
Note of the Child of God, than to fall down, aad kiſs the Fe 
an angrie Gop ; and when he ſeems to put you away from him, Welb 
looſe your Hands that grip him, to look up in Faith, and i" be 
hall not, Twill not be put away from thee : howbeit thy M 
draw, to free thy ſelt of me, yet Lox give me Leave to hold, Wſ*'t 
cleave unto thy ſelf, Iwill pray, that your Husband may rem 
Peace. Your Decreet comes from Heaven, look up thithe! Am 
manie ( ſays Solomon) ſeek the Face of the Ruler, but everie) th 
Judgment comes of the Loxp : And be glad that it is {0 . - 
Chriſt is the Clerk of your -Procefs, and will ſes that all golf Gb n 
and I perſwade my ſelf, he is (aying, yonder Servants of mil E to 
wronged, for my Bleed, Father, give them Juſtice, Thinkyol ou 
dear Sifter, but our high Prieſt, our Jeſus, the Maſter of Ret 7 N 


8 our Bills of Complaint to the grea Lord Juſtice 
elievc ir, ſince he is out Advocate, and Paniel calls him theo 


— r — 
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vhoſe Hand preſents all to the Father. For other Buſineſſe: ; 
nothing, while the Loxp give me to ſee your Face. I am 
bly informed, that Multitudes of England, and eſpecially 
tie Preachers, and ſilenced Preachers of London, are gone to 
England; and I know one Learned holie Preacher, who has 
en againſtthe Arminians, who is gone thither. Ovr bleſſed 
i]elus, who cannot get Leave to ſleep with his Spouſe in this 
is going to ſeek an Inns, where he will be betrer Entertained, 
that Marvel, wearied Jeſus, after he had travelled from Geneva, 
de Miniſtry of worthie Mr. Ruex, and was laid down in his Bed, 
teformation begun, and the Curtains drawn, he had not gotten 
eu Eyes well together, when irreverent Biſhops came in, and 
| the Din, and Noiſe of Ceremonies, Holie Days, and other 
jþ Corruptions, they awake our Beloved ; others came to his 
ide, and drew the Curtains, and put Hands on his Servants, 
hed, Deprived and Confined them, and for the Pulpit they got 
0! and a cold Fire in the Blackneſs, and the Nobility drew the 
ring off him, and have made him a poor naked Chriſt, in 
lng his Sexvants of the Tithes, and Kirk-Rents, and now thete 
< a Noiſe of cryirg Sins in the Land às the Want of the 
ledge of Gop, of Mercie, and Truth; ſuch Swearing, Whor- 
Lying, and Blood touching Blood, that Chriſt is putting on 
loth:s, and making him like an ill-handled Stranger, to go to 
Lands; Pray him, Siſter, to lie down again with his Beloved. 
ember my deareſt Love to John Gerdon, to whom I will write 
nl em ſtrong, and to John Brown, Griſſel, Samuel, and William, 
upon them. As you love Chriſt, keep Chriſt's Favour, and 
not upon him when he ſleeps, to awake him before he pleaſe ; 
Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit. | . 
Anwoth, July 21. 1630, Tour Brother in chris, S. R. 
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Welbeloved Sifter, | „ | 
re been thinking, ſince my Departure from you, of the Pride, 
kd Malice of your Adveiſaties; and ye may not ( fince ye have 
{the Book of the Pſaims lo often) take hardlie with this: 
David's Enemies ſnuffed at him, and through the Pride of their 
i, laid, The Lord will not require it, Pſal. 10 werſ. 13. 1 
ch you therefore, in the Bowels of Chriſt, ſet before your Eyes 
Mtieace of your Fore-runner Jeſus, Who when he was reviled, 
lied not again, when he ſnfſered he threatned not. but committed 
elf to him who judgeth vighteonſly, 1 Pet, 2. ver. 23. And 
e10ut LoRD and Redeemer with ratience received manie a black 
le on his glorious Body, 2nd manie a Buffet of the unbelieving 
id, and ſays of himſelt, 1/a $0.\wver 6 I gave my Back te the 
rs, and my Cheeks to them that pincked off the Hair; I hid not 
Ke ſrom Shame and Spitting. Follow him, and think not hard, 


howbeit vou be buTeted, and thoſe that follow him; yet all 


ming Worthie and dear Ser, know to carrie your ſelf in Tra 


bleſſed Word, and fin not: Flee Anger, Wrath, Grudging; 


Heads, and your LokD ſhall open a Door to you in your Trou 


but by Prayer, and Faith, and Hope wait on; when the Sezisf 


you are in the beaten and common Way to Heaven, when yo! 
under our Lors Crofles ; you have 1teaton to rejoycein it. mt 
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that you receive aBlow with your Loxp, take part with Jeſas of 
Suffering, ard glorie in th: Marks of Chriſt, If this Storm ; 
over, you muſt prepare your ſelf for anew Wound: For fivet 
ſand years ago, our Loap proclaimed deadlie War betwixt they 
of the Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent : And marvel ng 
one Town cannot keep th: Children pf Gov, and the Children 
Devil; for one B:I'y could not keep Faceb and Eſas, one y 
could not keep peaczablie together Iſaac the Son of the Promiſ: 
Iſmael the Son of the Hand-maid ; be you upon Chriſt's {{de ; nder 
and care not what Fleſh can do; hold your ſelf faſt by your gap 


while, and the Wicked ſhall not be? See 2 Cor. 4 ver. z. IT, 
Fronbled on every ſide, yes not diſtreſſed : We ave perplexed, Da 
in deſpair, v 9. Perſecuted, but not forſaken, caft down, n. 
deſtroyed. If you 6an poſſeſs your Soul in Patience, their Day's 


and when you are hated and reproached ; the Loy ſhevs it io 
Pſal. 44. ver. 17. All this is come upon us. yet have we nit fo 
ten thee, neither have we dealt fallely in thy Covenant, pfal.] 
ver. 92. Unleſs thy Law had been my Delight, I had periſhed in 
Afflidions. Keep Gov's Covenant in your Trials. Hold youly 


vying, Fretting ; forgive an hundred pence to your Fellow-ſem 
becauſe your LoxD hath forgiven you ten thoufand Talents: f 
I aſſure you by the Loxp, your Adverfaries ſhall get no Adyar 
againſt you, except you ſin, and offend your LokD in your Suffeiul move 
But the Way to overcome, is by Patience, forgiving, and pri che 
for your Enemies, in doing whereof you heap Coals upon t 


Wait upon him, as the Night- Watch waiteth for the Morning; Wi Ce 
will not tarrie, go up to your Watch-Tower, and come not do e 5 


it will ebb again, and fo ſoon as the Wicked are come to the 10 
their Pride, and are waxed high and mightie, then istheircha 
approaching: They that believe make not haſte. Remember one 
forget her not: For her Enemies are manie; for the Nations Mun 


gathered together againſt her; bur they know not the Thoughts of iſs! © 


Lord, neither underſtand they his Comnſel, for he ſhall gather tin fer o 
the Shea ves, inte the Fleer,ariſe and threſh O dauę hter of Zion M 
4. v. 12, 13. Behold Gop hath gathered his Enemies together, 
Sheaves to the Threſhing ; let us ſtay and reſt upon theſe promi the 


Now again, I truſt in our Loxp you ſhall by Faith ſuſtain your ſ ben 


Itie t. 
xercif 
laryef 
tien. 
nd Ce 
ay nc 
Ocellt 


and comfort your ſelf in your Loxp, and be ſtrong in his Poet, 


than in a Crown of Gold, and rejoyce, and be glad to beat the! 

proaches of Chriſt, I reſt, recommending you and yours foi e 

to the Grace and Mercie of Goo. | 
Anweoth, Feb, 11. 1631, Fours in Chriff, S. R. 

} 
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Welbeloved in the Lord, 5 5 

Ou ate not unacquainted with the Day of our Communion; 1 

intreat therefore the Aid of your Prayers for that great Work, 

which is one of our Feaſt Days, wherein our welbeloved ſeſus 

-c. Whojceth, and 15 merrie with his Friends: Good C.u{e have we to 
cer at his Love, ſince the Day of his Death was ſuch a ſorrowful 


I to him, even the Day when his Mother the Kirk crowned him 
a Thor $ and he had manieagainft him, and compeared his alone 
W the Fields againfl them all: yer he delights with us to remember 
un Day Let us love him, and be glad and rejoyce in his Salva- 
n, I am confident, that you ſhall ſee the Son of Godt that Day, 


al dare in his Name invite you to his Banquet + Manie a time 
JG been well entertained in his Houie, and he changes not 
on his Friends, nor chid-s them for too great Kindneſs; yet I 
mw 730 this to male you leave off to pray for me, who have no- 
1], ing of my ſelf, but in fo far as daily Ireceive from him, who is 
une of his Father a 11nning-over Fountain, at which I and others 
uh come with thirſtie Souls, and fill our Veſſels; long hath this 
ellbeen ſtanding open to us; Lord Jeſus lock it not up again uren 
e lam ſorrie for our deſolate Kirk; yet 1 dare nor but truſt, ſo 
ess there be anie of Gop's Joſt Money here, he ſt:all not blow 
nr the Candle. Loßp make fair Candleſticks in his Houſe, and 
dern nove the blind Lights. I have been this time by-paſt thinking 
prin of the in- coming of the Kirk of the Jews; pray for them: 
on (When they were in their Lozy's Houſe, at their Father's Elbow, 
ioc er were longing for the in- coming of their little Siſter, the Kirks of 
ing; e Gentiles, they ſaid to their LoRD, Cant. 8. v. 8. We have 4 
ot do de Sifer, and ſhe hath nd Breaſs, what ſhall we do for onr Siſter, 
a is {be Pay when ſhe is ſpoken for. Let us give them a meeting, 
e To hat hall we do for our elder Siſter the Jews? Lord Feſus give them 
cha f. That were a glad Day, to fee us and them both ſet down + 
er one Table, and Curiſt at the Head of the Table. Then would our 
ions nd come ſhortlie with his fair Guard, to hold his great Court. 
Mi er bißter, be patient for i he Loxy's ſake,under the Wrongs that you 
en er of the Wicked: Your LoxD ſhall make you ſee your Deſire on 
on, eu Enemies, ſome of them ſhall be cut off, Jeb 15. v. 33. They 
ther, babe off their unride Grapes as the Vine, and caſt off their Flower 
rom the 0/ive; Gop ſhall make them like unripe towre Grapes, }. 
rour Aaken off the Tree with the blaſt of Gop's Wrath; and therefore 
wer, ie them, ' and pray for them; others of them muſt remain to 
you Wſerciſe you; Gob hath ſaid of them, let the Tares grow up while 
it. naveſt, Marth. 13. It proves you to be your Lorp's Wheat. Be 
the aient; Chriſt went to Heaven with manie a Wrong. His Viſage- 
for e Countenance was all marred more than the Sons of Men: You 

| y not be above your Maſter; mai i: a black Stroke received in- 
R. Net Jeſus, and he received no mends, but reteried them all to 


the 


this Wooing there are Strokes upon both ſides; let it be ſo, 


againſt the Kirk; but they know not, as Micah ſays, the Counſel 


and not a Member of that Seat, to ſit in Judgment with them : 


the great Court Day, when all things ſhal be righted, 1 gen 
hear from you, within a Day or two, if Mr. Robert remain in 
Purpoſe to come and help us. Gop ſhall give you Joy of your 
dren. I pray for them by their Names, I bleſs you from ou la 
your Husband and Children: Grace, Grace, and Mercy bem 
plied upon you | 
Anwoth, May 7. 1631. Wars in the Lord for euer, 8. 
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Wel beloved Siſter, | „ 

Y Love in CukisT remembred, I have received a Letter f 

1 Edinburgh, certainly informing me, that the Engliſh Ser 
and the Organs, and King James his Pſalms are to be impoſedy 
our Kirk, and the Biſhops are dealing tor a General Aſſemb. 
A. R. hath confirmed the News alto, and ſays, he ſpokeitl 
William Alexander, who isto come down with hisPrince's Warrant 
that Eftect, 1am deſired in the received Letter, to acquaint! 
beſt affected about me with that Storm : Therefore Tintreaty 
and charge you in the Loxv*'s Name, pray; but do not comm 
-cate this ro any, while I ſee you. My Heart is broken at the 
membrance of it, and it was my Fear, and anſwereth to my laf 
ter except one, that 1 wrote unto you: Dearly beloved, be 
caſten down, but let us, as our Lord's Doves, take us to our Wig 
for other Armour we have none, and flee in to the Holeof: 
Rock. It is true, A. R. ſays, the Worthieft Men in Enzlaad ve! 
baniſhed, and ſilenced, about the Number of ſixteen or tevent 
choice Goſpel Preachers, and the Perſecution is alreadie beguiſy M 
Howbeit I do not write this unto you with a dry Face, yet lame 
fident in the Lokv's Strength, Chriſt and his Side ſhall overeol 
and you ſhall be aſſured, the Kirk were not a Kirk, if it were not 
As our dear Husband, in Wooing his *irk, received manic abi jou 
Stroke; ſo his Bride, in Wooing him, gets manie Blows, and 


Devil will not make the Marriage go back, neither can he teart 
Contract, the End ſhall be Mercy: Yer, notwithſtanding of 
this, we have no Warrant of God to leave off all lawful Means. 
have been writing unto you the Counſels, and Draughts of) 


Fehovah. The great Men of the World may make readie theft 


Furnace for Zion; but trow ye, that they can cauſe the Fire to but}. d 
no. He that made the Fire, Lox, I truſt, ſhall not ſay Amen * 
their Decreets I truſt in my Loxp, Gob has not ſabſcribed th « 
Bill, and their Concluſions have not yet paſt our great King's «MM, = 


Therefore if ye thipk good, Addreſs your ſelf firſt to the Loxv, Memel 
thento 4 R. anent the Buſineſs that you know. I am moſtij 
kindlie handled by the Presbyterie; and as if 1 had been a Strang 


Amen 
hed th 
1g's de 
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moſt 
Strang 
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ummoned by their Order as a Witneſs againſt Z. 4. but they 
e got no Advantage in that Matter. Other Particulars you ſhall 
Cod willing, at meeting. Anent the Matter betwixt you and 
x, Itemember it to Gop : Iintreat you in the Lon p, be ſub- 
Freto his Will, for the higher that their Pride mount up; they 
tbe nearer a Fall; the Lon will more and more diſcover that 
Let your Husband in all Matters of Judgment take Cnaisr's 


for the Defence of the Poor, and Needy, and the Oppreſſed, 


tbe Maintenance of Equitie and Juſtice in the Town : And take | 
no Fear: He ſhall take your Part, and then you are ſtrong e- 
oh, What? howbeit you receive Indignities for your Lokr's 
e let it be ſo, when he ſhall put his holie Hand up to your 
in Heaven, and dry your Face, and wipe the Tears from you 
s, judge ye, if ye will not have cauſe then to Rejoyce. Anent 
er Particulars if you would ſpeak with me, appoint anie of the 
three Days of the next Week in Carletoun, when Carleton is at 
ne, and acquaint-me with your Deſires; and remember me to 
,andmy deareſt Affection to your Husband ; and for Zion's (ake 
not your Peace. The Grace of our Loxp Jxsus be with 

and your Hugband, and Children, „ 

Anweth, June 2. 163 1. Wers in the Lord, S. B. 


— * ** k » 
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Fr MARION Mc KN A Hr. 


Dear Miſtreſs, | | ; 5 
ne not Time this Day to write to you, but Gor, knowing my 
peſent State, and Neceſſities of my Calling, I hope, will ſpare 
m Mothers Life for a Time, for the which I have Caule to 
my LokD. I intreat you be not caſt down, for that which 1 
before to j ou, anentthePlanting of a Miniſter in your Town. Be- 
and you ſhall ſee the Salvation of Gop. I write this, becauſe 
Jou Suffer, my Heart ſuffereth with you. I do believe your 
bal have joy in Your Labouts and holy Deſires for that Mork ; 
* upon you, and your Husband, and Children. | 
4b. Var ever in Chriſt, S. R. 


— 


For MARION M0 KN AUGH T. 
3 Miſtreſs, „ 
deareſt Love in Cuxrsr remembred to you: K he 
| : Know that Mr. 

28 ſhewed me, there is to be a — got the Biſons 
un Eainburg h ſhortly, the Cauſes are known to themſelves : 
» E * hold up our Hands for Zien. Howbeit it is Reported, 
Fx rom Court, It is our Logy's Wiſdom, that his Klik 
85 ing by a Threed, and yet the Threed breaketh not, be- 
85 upon him, who is the ſure Nail in David's Houſe, Iſa. 
* 22, upon hom all he Veſlcls, great and ſmall, do hang, 

| ard 


* 
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and the Nail { Gop be thanked ) neither crooketh, nor cn 
ken: Jeſus, that Flower of Feſſe, ſet without Hands, getteſ 
a Blaſt, and yet withers not, hecauſe he is his Father's noble 
caſting a ſweet Smell through Heaven and Earth, and mul 
and in the ſame Garden with him grow the Saints, Goy' 
beautiful Lilies, under Wind and Rain, and all Syn-burneg, 
Life remaineth at the Root: Keep within his Garden, andy, 
grow with them, till the — Husband-man, our deat j 
gardiner come, and Tranſplant you from the lower Part of hi 
yard, up to the Higher, to the verie Heart of his Garden, 
the Wrongs of the Rain, Sun, or Wind; and then wait wy 
Times of the blowing of the ſweet South, and North Wind 


gticious Spirit, that may make you caſt. 4 ſweet Smelliny nf 
Joved's Noſtrils; and bid your Beloved come down to his : or 
and eat of his pleaſant Fruits, Cant: 4. v: 16, and he wil 


you will get no more but this, until you come up to the we 
where you ſhall put up your Hand, and take down the Apple; 

Tree of Life, and eat under the Shadow of that Tree: theſe 

are ſweeter up beſide the Tree, than they are down hete, inth 

of a Clay Priſon-houſe, I have no Joy but in the Thoughts 
Times. Doubt not of your Loxy's part, and the Spouſes? 

ſhall be in good Eaſe. That Word ſhall ſtand, Hoſt 14. v: f. 

be as the Dew to Tſrae!, he ſhallgrew up as the Lily, and ca 

Roots as Lebanon: ver: 6. His Branches ſhall ſpread, his Bia 

be as the Olive Tree, and his Smell as Lebanon, Iſa: 11. 

- __ Chriſt ſhall ſet up his Colours, and his Enſign for the Natio 

: ſhall gather together the Out-caſts of Iſrael, Exzek: 37, « 
Then the LoxD ſaid ro me, Son of Man, theſe dead Bones 
whole Houſe of Iſrael, behold they ſay, our Bones are dried, o 

is loſt, we are cutoff for our Parts, ver: 12. Therefore propheſie un 

and ſay, Thus ſaith the LO RDGO D, Zebolaomy People, I will 
Graves, and tauſe you come up out of your Graves, and bring 
jo the Land ef Iſrael; Theſe Promiſes are not Wind, but the 
of our Beloved Chriſt, which we muſt ſuck, and draw Com 
of : we have cauſe to pity thoſe poor Creatures that ſtand ou 
Chriſt, and the building of this Houſe: Silly Men, they ha 
feckleſs & filly Heaven, nothing but Meat & Gloth, and laug 
Or two in the World, and then in a Moment go doun to the Gi 
they ſhall not be able to hinder Chriſt's Building: He that 
of Work will lead Stones to the Wall over their Belly: and 
pteſent Tumult, that the Children of this World raiſe, at 

- planting of your Town with a Paſtor, believe, and ſtay u 
(as you ſtill ſname us all in believing) go forward inthe 
of the Loxp, and from.my Loxp I ſay, before whom Iſtan 
your Eyes upon none but the Loxp of Armies, and the Le 
either let you ſee what you long to ſee, er then fulfil your | 
abundantly another way. You, and yours, and the Children 
whom your Care for in that Town, ſhall have als much of thi 
God's Supper, cut and laid down upon your Trenchers, be 
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pat carveth, as ſhall feed. you to eternal Life: and be not caft 
pfor all that is done, your Reward is laid up with Gop. I hope 
ou laugh and leap for Joy, Will the Temple be built without 
and Tumult? No, Gop's Stones of his Houſe in Germany ate 
nch Blood, and the Son of Gop no ſooner begins to chop, and 
tones with his Hammer, but als ſoon the Sword is drawn. II 
otk were of Men, the World would ſet their Shoulders to yours; 
(Chriſt's Work, two or three muſt fight againſt a Presbytery, 
bis own Court,) and a City: This proves that it is Chriſt's 
ad, and therefore that it ſhall thrive : let them lay Icon Chains 
over the Door, ſtay, and believe and wait, while the Lyon of 
tibe of Judah come, and he that comes from Heaven cloathed 
the Rain bow, and hath the little Book in his Hand, when he 
x2 grip of their Chains, he will lay the Door on the broad-ſide, 
come in, and go up to the Pulpit, and take the Man with him, 
he has choſen for his Work: Therefore let mehear from you, 
her you be in Heavineſs, or rejoycing under Hope, that I may 
part of your Grief, and bear it with you, and get part of your 
which is to mealſoas my own Joy. And as to what are your 


, anent the Health or Life ot your dear Children, lay it upon 
ies is Shoulders, let him bear all, looſe your Grips of them all, 
1 l ben your dear LozD pulleth, let them go with Faith, and Joy: 


tried Faith, to kiſs aLozp that is taking from you: Let them 
neful, during the ſhort Time that they are here, to run, and 

igrip of the Prize; Chriſt is ſtanding in the End of their Way, 
ing up the Garland of endleſs Glorie to their Eyes, and is cry» 
Run faſt, and come, and receive. Happie are they, if their 
thſerve them to run, and not to wearie, while their LoD with 


* nn dear Hand put the Crown upon their Head. It is not long 
11 5 but good Days, that make the Life glorious and happie: and 

a er Loxp is gracious to us, who ſhorteneth, and hath made the 
* to Elorie ſhorter than it was: So that the Crown that Noah did 
8 br five hundred Years, Children now may obtain it in fifteen 
don and Heaven is in ſome ſort better for us now, than it was to 
o For the Man Cunfsr is there now, who was not come in the 
* in Noah's Days: You ſhall ſhow this to your Children, whom 
* > dul in Chriſt dleſſeth; and intreat them by the Mercies of Gop, 
nail be Povels of Jeſus Chriſt, to Covenant with Jeſus Chrift to be 


nd to make up the Bond of Friendſhip, betwixt their Souls and 


* Chriſt, that they may have Acquaintance in Heaven, and a 
n Cor's Right-hand, ſuch a Friend at Court is much worth : 
che take my Leave of you, praying my Ehrift, and your Ghriſt, 


li] your Joy, and moe Graces and Bleſſings from our ſweet 
]eſusto your Soul, your Husbauds, and Children, than ever 1 


out] tof Letters of A, B, C. to you: Grace, grace be with you. 
lar Anweth, March 9. 1632. Tours in my ſweet M.zſier 
ofth a Ls 

5, be | Feſns Chriſt, S. R. 


'X-2 Fer 


vith the Devil, or this preſent World; you are little obliged to 
of the Two: but I rejoyce in this, that when any of the to com 


your Head, and following our Lamb, and lovely Loxp, whither 
ever he goeth, you will think nothing of all theſe Days, and) 
mall then rejoyce, and no Man ſhall take your Joy from you: A 


| 
i} 


our, a long and high, and broad Lord Jeſus, the moſt lovelieſt 
| ſon among the Children of Men, O! Joy of Joys, that ours 


Fir MARION Ne KNAUGHT, 


Dearly beleved Miſtreſs, . 
Love in Chriſt remembred: You are not ignoram, why 
LokD in his Love-viſitation hath been doing with Your $, 
even letting you ſee a little Sight of that dark Trance, 
muſt go thorow ere you come to Glory, Your Life has been y 
the Grave, and you was at the Door, and you found theDoorf 
faſt. Your dear Chriſt thinking it not Time to open theſe Gzt 
you, while you have fought ſome longer in his Camp: And the 
fore he willeth you to put on your Armour again, and to take no! 


ſuit your Soul in Marriage, you have an Anſwer in readineſs to 
them, Jou are too long a coming; Ihave manie a Year ſinceg 
mited mySoul to anether, even to my Deareft Lord eſus, to vhol 
muſt be true: And therefore you are come back to us again, to hei 
topray for Chriſt's fair Bride, a Marrow dear to him. Be not( 
down in Heart, to hear that the World barketh at Chriſt's Strang 
both in Ireland, and in this Land: They do it becauſe theit l- 
hath choſen them out of this World: And this is one of our Lo 
Reproaches, to be hated and ill intreated by Men : The 
Stranger in an uncouth Countrey muſt take with a ſmoaky Inns, 
courſe Chear, and a hard Bed, and a barking-il)*tongued Hoſt, 

not long to Day, and e will to-kis Journey upon the Morton, 
leave them all: Indeed our fair Morning is at hand, theD 
ſtar is near the riſing, and we are not many Miles from Home, v 
Matter of ill Intertainment in the ſmoaky Inns of this miſet 
Life, we are not to ſtay here, and we will be dearly welcometoh 
whom we go to; and1 hope, when I ſhall ſee you cloathed in wt 
Raiment, waſhen in the Blood of the Lamb, and ſhall ſee youe 
at the Elbow of your deareſt LoD and Redeemer, and a Crownuy 


it is certain, there is not much Sand to run in your Loxp's Sand-gl 
and that Day is at Hand, and till then your Lox in this Life 
giving youſome little Feaſts : It is tiue, you ſee him not nov, | 
you ſhall ſee him then; your Welbeloved ſtandeth now behindy 
Wall, looking our at the Window, Cant: 2. wer: 9. and youſel 
a little of his Face: then yon ſhall ſee all his Face, and all the S: 


know there is ſuch a great Supper preparing for us, even houbeit 
be but half hungered of Chriſt here, and manie a Time Dinebel 
Noon, yet the Supper of the Lamb will come in Time, and vill 
tet beforeus, before we Famiſh, and loſe our Stomachs. Youli 
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e to hold up your Heart in Remembrance, and Hope of that fair 
Sommer Day; for in this Night of your Life, wherein you are 
he Body, abſent from the Lonxp, Chriſt's fair Moon- light in his 
4, and Sacraments, in Prayer, Feeling, and Holy Conference 
fired upon you, to let you ſee the Way to the City. I confeſs 
ud biet here is but ſparing, we get but Taſtings of our Loxp's Com- 
;: but the Cauſe of that is not, becauſe our Steward jeſus is a Nig- 
en and narrow hearted, but becauſe our Stomachs are weak, and we 
gattow- hearted: but the _ Feaſt is coming, when our Hearts 
de enlarged, and the Chambers of them made fair and wide, to 
in the great Lord Jeſus: come in then Lord Jeſus to hungrie 
ls gaping for thee. In this Journey take the Bridegroom, as you 
rhave him, and be greedie of his ſmalleſt Crumbs: but dear 
com /, buy none of Chriſt's Delicates ſpiritual with Sin, or failing 
int your weak Body: remember you are in the Body, and it is 
nen Lodging-houſe, and you may not without offending the LoD 
tthe old Walls of that Houſe to fall down, through want of ne- 
y Food; your Body is the Dwelling-houſe of the Spirit: and 
efore for the Love you carrie to the ſweet Gueſt, give a due Re- 
(to his Houſe of Clay: when he looſeth the Wall, why not, 
eit eome Lord Jeſus; but it is a fearful Sin in us, by hurting the 
Aby faſting, :0 loaſe one Stone, or the leaſt piece of Timber iu 
he er the Houſe is not our on: the Bridegroom is with you yet; 
it as that alſo you may Feaſt, and rejoyce in kim. I thin upon 
Magiſtrates, but he that is cloathed in Linning, and has the 
ters Inkhorn by his Side, has written up their Names in Heaven 
he D: pray, and be content with his Will. God has a Counſei- 
ſe in Heaven, and the End will be Mercy unto you. For the plan:- 
of jour Town with a godly Miniſter, have your Eye upon the 
eto" of the Harveſt : I dare promiſe you, God in this Life ſhall fill 
in wi" oul with the Fatneſs of his Houſe, for your Care to ſee Chrifi's 
—m— 5 fed, and your Poſterity ſhall know it, to whom I pray for 
vn lb}: and that they may get a Name amongſt the Living in Jers- 


cher") and if Gop Portion them with his Bairns, their Tent is fair, 
aud lhope it ſhall be fo, The Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit. 
u; 403th, Sept: 19. 1632, Tours ever in Chriſt, S. R. 


ä . 


non, Bl Fer MARION Me K NAU GE. 


hindt | | 

u ſee Vebeleved Sifter in Chriſt, | | 
he S Ou mall underſtand, I have received a Letter from Edinburgh, 
ieſt WG that it is ſuſpected that there will be a General Aſſemoly, or 


Ur $0 then ſome Meeting of the Biſhops, and that at this Synod 
beiter vill be ſome Commiſſioners cholen by the Biſhop ; which 
eben lere ſo taken up my Mind, that 1 am not fo ſettled for Studigs, 
d vill have been before, and therefore was rever in ſuch Fear fos the 
tk: but becauſe it is written to me as a Secret, 1 dare not reveal it 
n but to your ſelf, whom lknow? and therefore ] intteat you, 
* not 


— — — — 
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nct for any Comfort of mine, who an but one Man, but ford 
Gloty and Honour of Jeſus Chriſt, the Maſter of the Banquet, 
more earneſt with Gov, and in general ſhew others of your Ch 
_Kian Acquaintance my Fears for my ſelf. _I can be content of gan, 
in that Work, if my Lon and Maſter be honoured ; and therefy 
Petition our Loxp, eſpeciallie to ſee to his own Glorie, and to pi 
Bread to his hungrie Bairns, howbeit I go hungrie away from th 
Feaſt: Requeſt Mr. Robert from me, if he come not, to rememb 
us to our Lon. 1 have neither Time, nor a free diſpoſed Mindy 
write to you, anent your own Caſe, Send me word if all your Chi 


n an 
dren and your Husband be well: Seeing they are not yours, but youll thc 
dear Loky's, efteem them but as borrowed, and lay them don nous 
God's Feet? Your Chriſt to you is better than they all: you vill e the 
don my unaccuſtomed ſhort Letter, and remember me, and that h rhre 
nourable Feaft to our Lord Jeſus, He was with us before; 1 hope Hain! 
will not change upon us, but I fear I have changed upon him; bl th: 
Lord, let old Kinduets ftand, Jeſus Chriſt be with your Spirit, je ie 

Anwoth, Tours in hi$ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. rBelc 
| | | 3 | re g 
_ SST rw oo ol mer" py not 
For MARION McKNAUGHT, 

| | . D, 
 Welbeloved and dear Siſſer, ace, f 


tender Aſtection in Chriſt remembred : I left you in asg fre 
 Heavineſs, as I was in ſince I came to this Countrey: b 
know you doubt not, but (as the Truth in Chriſt is) n 
Soul is knit to your Soul, and to the Soul of all yours, and would, 
I could, fend you the largeſt part of my Heart incloſed in this Leu 
but by fervent calling upon my Lord, I have attained ſome vida es 
over iny Heart, which runneth often not knowing whither, and 
my beguiling Hopes, which I xnow now better then Idid; andt 
in my Lord, to hold aloof from the Inticings of a ſeducing Het 
by which 1 am daily couſened ; and mind not by his Grace, vl 
hath called me according to his eternal Purpoſe, to come ſo fat vil 
an the Grips of my fooliſh Mind, griping about any Folly com 
1m its Way, as the Woodbind or Ivie goeth about the Tree. I ad 


and kiſs the Providence of my Lord, who knoweth well what is mt W 
e xpedien: for me, and for you, and your Children; andIthink 1 
1011 a; of my ſelf, that the Lord, who turneth (in his deep Wiſdol a, 
about all che Wheels andTurnings of ſuch Changes, ſhall alſo dilpt Ly 
of that forthe beſt to you, and yours. In the Preſence of my Lordi" 
am not able, howbeit I would, to conceive Amiſs of you, in ti unt 
Matter: Grace, grace for ever upon you and your Seed, aud iti * 
be your Port ion, in deſpight of all the Powers of Darkneſs: do! C 
make more Queſtion of his. But the Lord ſaw a Nail in my He 5 
looſe, and he hath now faſtened it, Honour be to his Majeſty. a | 
hear your Son is entered to the School ; If I had knowa of the Day 10 


would have begged from our Lord, that he would have put the hc 
in his Hand, with his own Hand 7 I truſt in my Lord it is fo. : an 


concel 
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ceive HOPE, to ſee him 4 Kar to give Light in ſome Room of our 
#; Houſe, and purpoſe by the Lord's Grace, as J am able (if our 
dcall you to Re before me) when you are at your Home, to do- to 
attermoſt of my Power to help him everie Way, in Grace and 
ming, and his Brother, and all your Children: and 1 hope you 
d expect that of me. Further you ſhall know, that Mr W. D. 
ame home, who faith it is a Miracle, that your Husband, in this 

ces befor2 the Councileſcaped both Diſcredit andDamage ? Let 
not. be fazgotten, he was, in our Apprehenſion to our Grief caſt 
and Humbled in the Lord's Works, in that Matter betwixt him 
the Baillie: now the Lotd hath honoured him, and made him 
mous for Virtue, Honeſty, and Integrity, rwo ſeveral Times be- 


ethe Nobles of this Kingdom: your Lord liveth ;- we will go to 
ut h Throne of Grace again, his Arm is not ortened. The King is 
ope(M:zinlic expected. III is feared ; we have Cauſe for our Sins, to 
a; r that the Bridegroom ſhall be taken from us. By our Sins we 
ö ze tent his fair Garments, and we have ſtirred up and awakened 


tBeloved ; pray him to tarry, or then to take us with him: it 
e good that we ſnould knock and rap at our Lord's Door. We 
py not tite to knock oftner than twice or thrice: he knoweth the 
ock of his Friends. I am ftill what I was ever to your dear Chil - 
n, tendering their Soul's Happineſs, and praying that grace, 
ce, grace, mercy, and peace, from God, even God our Father, 
d from our Lord Jeſus, may be their Portion, and that now while 
J are green and young, their Hearts may take Band with Jeſus, 
Corner Stone, and win once in, in our Lord and Saviour's: 
vaſe, and then they will not get Leave to Flit: pray for me, and 
pecially for Humility and Thanktulneſs: 1 have always Remem- 


are of you, and- your Husband, and dear Children: The Lord 
adde wich your Spirit. EE Mn As 
ndt Anweth, Tours avermore in my dear Lord Feſws © 


an yours, S. R 


b MARION Mek NAU G H x. 


elbe loved and dear Siſter, 5 . 5 3 
love m Chriſt remembred : God hath brought me home from 


— — — — ——, 
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 aPlace, where I have been exerciſed with great Beavineis ; and 
die | have found at home new Matter of Heavineſs; yet dure nat 
Lodi nal things give Thanks: In my Bulineſs in Edinburgh, 1 have 


itlinned, nor wronged my Party, by his own Conicthon, and by 


diu Confeſſion of his Friends; I have given of my Goods for Peace, 
a Idthe ſaving of my Lord's Truth from Reproaches, which is dt at- 
iy He to me than all I have. My Mother is weak, and I think ſhall leave 
ieſy alone; but J am not alone, becauſe Chriſt's Father is with me. 
eb on Buſineſs anent your Towp, I ſee great Evidences; but Satan 

U his Inſtruments are againſt it, and few let their Shoulders to 


wil's Shoulder to heip Him; but he will do all kis alone, and 1 
| — + date 


pm. | 5 : 
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date not but exhort you to Believe, hd perſwade you, that 
Hungry in your City ſhall be Fed, and the reſt that want a Stom. 
the parings of God's Loaf will fuffice them: And therefore, 
lieve it ſhall be well. I may not Leave my Mother, to come and con 
with you of all Particulars. I have given ſuch Directions to ourd Peer 
Friend as Ican, but the Event is in our Lord's Wands. God's 7 
Abroad flooriſheth, and his Arm is not ſhortned with us, if wee ö 
believe. There is Scarciry and a Famine of the Word of Godin E enk 
Ing; your Siſter J. laboureth mightily in our Buſineſs; but ht 
not as yet gotten an Anſwer from J. P. Mr. A. c. will Work yl 
he can; my Lady ſamh, ſhe can do little, and that it ſuteth not] 
not her Hus ban « ct), to ſpeak in ſuch an Affair: I told her my Mi 
Plainly; I long to know of your Eſtate; remember me heartily 
your dear Husband: Grace be the Portion of your Bairns. I k 
„ou are mindful of the Green Wound of our Siſter Kirk in Irel, 
bid our Lord lay a Plaiſter to it; he hath good Skill to do ſo: 
fer others to Work: Grace, grace upon your Soul, and Body and 
yours | 
Anwcith, Tours in Chriſt, S. R. 


own, 
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For MARION Me RN. AUG Hr. * 

t to 

M elbeloved and dear Si ſer. 5 choc 
Know your Heart is caſt down, for the Deſolation like to co he 
8: upon this Kik; and the Appearance, that an Hireling ſhall End 
thruſt in upon Chriſt's Flock, in that Town; but ſend a ea ({ 
Heart up to Chriſt; it will be welcome. Theſe who are with Men 
eaſt and the Dragon, muſt make War with the Lamd; but ti. . 
Lamb ſhall overcome them, for he is Lonp of Lords, and iN fe 
Kings, and they who are with him, are called, and choſen, all, is 
faithful, Rev. 17. ver. 14. Our ten Days will have an end: alt Ifa 
former things ſhall be forgotten, when we ſhall be up before 
Throne. Chriſt hath been ever thus in the World, he hath a 
the Defender's part, and hath been ſtill in the Camp, fighting pan 
Churches Battels. The Enemies of the Son of God will be fed ui lng 
their own Fleſh, and hall drink their own Blood; and therefofij. 
their Part of it ſhall, at laſt, be found hard enough: ſo that we mt 
look forwaid and pity them; until the Number of the Elect be fi e. 
filled, C ſt's Garments muſt be rolled in Blood: He cometh fra Tim 
EZadem, fr m the Slaughter of his Enemies, Iſa. 63. ver. I. Ay Of 
with dyed Garments, glorious in his Apparel, travelling in 18. - 
Greatneſs of his Strength: Who is this ( ſaith he) that appears ll yy, 
this glorious Poſture ? Our great He, that He, who'is Mi G 


Save; whoſe Glorie ſaineth, while he ſprinkleth the Bloo 
Adverſaries upon his Garments, and ſtaineth all his Raiment. Th 
Glorie of his righteous Revenges ſhineth forth, in theſe Stains, 3 
icing our World is not kereaway, we poor Children, far from Hom 
wult ſteal thozxow manic Waters, weeping "5 # go, and withaldd 


ds t 
on 
ler, 
nee 


liey1nj 


iſ, 132 Tetris 449 
ing, that we do the Lord's Faithfulneſs no wrong, ſeing he hath 


oe „ Iſs. $1. ver. 12. J, even 1 am be, that Cemforteth you, who 
Ws, thy that art affraid of a Man that ſhall die, and of the Sen of Man 
dcn %%% made as Graſs! Iſa. 43. ver. 2. Mer thou paſſeſt thorow 


(verflow thee : When thou walkeſt theorem the Fire then ſhall not be 


** tering, and a Storm coming. This Land ſhall be turned up- ſide 
11: | Wn, and if ever the Lord ſpake to me, (think on it) Chriſt's 
tk ue vill be glad of a Hole to hide het Head in, and the Dragon 


n ing. l 
dar there mall be a Gleaning, two or three Berries left, in the 


ia Bleſſing in them: Thereafter there ſhall be a fair Sun- blink, 
Chtiſ's old Spouſe, and a clear Sky, and ſhe ſhall ſing as in the 


[ * o Sa 
* zof her Youth. The Antichriſt and the great red Dragon will 
and Chriſt's Branches, and bring his Vine to a low Stump, under 


feet of thoſe who carrie the Mark of the Beaſt; but the Plant of 
donn, the Man whoſe Name is the Branch, will bud forth again, 
bloſſom as the Roſe, and there ſhall be fair white Flouriſhes a- 


on may He have! Grace, grace be upon that bleſſed and beau- 
Tree! under whoſe Shadow we ſhall fit, and his Fruit ſhall be 
t to our Taſte. But Chriſt ſhall wooe his Handful in che Fire, 
chooſe his own in the Furnace of Affliction: but be it ſo, he dow 


o co be will not ſlay his Children: Love will not let him make a 
- End: The Covenant will cauſe him hold his Hand. Fear not 
i 0, (ſaith the Firſt and the Laſt, he who was dead and is alive) 


et not Ehriſt ſharpening and furbiſhing his Sword, for his Ene- 


h forſaken me. But God reproveth her, and ſaith, well, well, 
„ is that well ſaid? Think again on it: Lou are in the wrong to 


brald not have Compaſſion on the Fruit of her Womb! yea. ſhe may ; 
Palms of my Hands. You break your Heart and grow heavie, 


its in great Letters. In the Name of the Son of God believe, 


o America, O to ſee the Sight, next to Chriſt's coming in the 


ider, they will be kind to one another when they meet. O Day. 


= cole $.- gh; 


Waters, I will Fe with thee; And thorow the Rivers, they ſhall 


w, neither ſhall the Flame kindle upon thee. There is a Cloud 


ſo far prevail, as to chaſe the Woman and her Man-child over 


of the Olive-tree, of whom God ſhall ſay, Deftroy them not, for 


u vith moſt pleaſant Fruits upon that Tree of Life: A fair 


s; and therefore our faithleſs Hearts ſay, as Zion did, the Lord © 


Iſa: 49. ver. 15. Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, thas 
pill I zot forget thee: ver. 16. behold,-1 have engraven thee aon 
lforget that Chriſt has your Name engraven on the Palms of his 


ed Scotland, dead and buried with her dear Bridegroom, ſhall : | 
thethird Day again, and there hall be a new Growth, aftec the 
Iimber is cut down. I recommend you and your Burdens, and 
ne Heart to the Supportings of his Grace, and Good Will, ho 
in the Buſh, to him who was ſeparate from his BEthren. Try 
t Husband afar off, to ſec if he can be induced to think upon go- 


uus the moſt joyful! our elder Brethten the Jews and Chriit fall 
none anothers Necks, and kiſs each other; they have been long 


aged for and lovelie Day daun! O ſweet Jeſus, let me ſee that 


— 


40 Mr. Zutherfoord's Fpif, of 


Sight, which will be as Life from the Dead, Thee and thy ancient 
People in mutual Embraces! Deſire. your. Daughter to cloſe yith n 
Chhriſt, upon Terms of ſuftering for him; for the Croſs is and et- wi 
Mealing, and plot of Ground, that lyeth to Chriſt's Houſe, 0 
dear Chief, had ay that Rent lying to his Inheritance, but tell her, 
the Day is near the dawning, the Sky is riveing, our Beloved uillbe 
on us, ere ever we be aware, the Antichriſt and Death and Hell, and 
Chriſt's Enemies and ours will be bound, and caſt into the Bottom. 
leſs Pit. The Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit. | 
Anwoth, April 22. 1635. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, 8. N. 
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Loving and dear Siſter, 3 | | 
F Or Zioxs ſake hold nor your Peace neither be Diſcouraged, ſor ut 
| going of this Perſecution ; Jehovah is in this burning Buſt, 
The Floads may ſwell and rogr 3 but our Ark ſhall ſwimabort 
th: Waters; it cannot fink, becauſe a Saviour is init. Becauſeout 
Beloved was not let in by his Spouſe, when he ſtood. at the Door, 
with his wet and frozen Head; therefore, he will haveustoſeck 
him awhile; and while we are ſeeking, the Watch-men, that gov 
bout the Walls, have ſtticken the poer Woman, and have taken: 
way her Vail from her; but yet a little while and our Lord will come 
again. Scorland's Sky will clear again, her Moment muſt go over, 
1 dare in Faith ſay and write, (I am not now dreaming) Chiiſtit 
bur ſeeking (what he will have and make.) a clean gliſtring Bride 
out of the Fire. God ſend him his Errand: but he cannot want 
what he ſeeks. In the mean Time, one Way or other, he ſh..:] find, 
or make a Neſt for his mourning Dove. What is this we are doing 
breaking the Neck, of our Faith? We are not come as yet tothe 
Mouth of the Red-ſea; and howbeit we were, for his Honours (ak 
he muſt drie it up. It is our Part. todiegriping, and holding fal 
is faithful Promiſe. It the Beaſt ſhoyld get Leave to ide througl 
the Land, to Seal ſuch as ate his, he will not get one Lamb vit 
him, for theſe are ſecured and ſealed as the Servants ot God. 11 
God's Name, let Chriſt take his Barn- floor, and all that is in it to. 
Hill, and winnow it; Let him fift his Corn, and ſweep his Houl 
ang ſeełk his loſt Gold. The Lord ſhall cogg the rwmibling Wheels 
or turn them; for the Remainder of Wrath doth he reſtrain, Hg 
can looſe the Belt of Kings; to God their Belt, wherewith they 
* are girt, is knit with a ſingle Dram- not. As for a Paſtor to yout 
Ton, your Conſcience can bear you Witneſs, you have done out 
Part: lei the Maſter of the Vine-yard now ſee 10 his Garden, {cing 


you have gone on, till he hath ſaid, ſtand Rill, The Will of the ' 
| Lord be done. But a Trial is not, to give up with God and bellen 
no mote. I thank my God in Chriſt, I find the Force of my Tempel 
tation abated, and its Edge blunted, ſince I ſpoke to you lal. he 


Kno not if the Temptet be hovering, until he find the Dam 192 


Wil. 15, 16. Leiters air 
in, and me more ſecure, but it hath been my Burden, and 1 am 
tmore Confident; the Lord will Succour and Deliver. I intend, 
xd-viling, that our Communion ſhall be celebrate the firſt Sab- 
thatter Paſch. Our Lord, that great Maſter of the Feaſt, ſend 
one heartie and heartſome Supper, for I look it ſhall be the laſt : 
f ve expect, when the Shadows ſhall flee away, and the Day daun. 
out Lord ſhall come to his Garden, that he ſhall feed us in green 
fures, without Fear. The Dogs then ſhall not be hanted out 
pong the Sheep, I earneſtlie deſire your Prayers, for Aſſiſtance 
our Work; and put others with you to do the ſame. Remember 
eto your Husband, and deſire your Daughter, to be kind to Chriſt, 
dſcek to win near him, he will give her a Welcome into his Houſe 
f Wine, and bring her into the King's Chambers, O how will the 
iht of his Face, and the Smell of his Garments allure and raviſſi 
e Heart! Now the Love of the lovelie Son of God be with you. 

Anwith, 1635. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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Miſtreſs, | : | 3 8 | | 
Love in Chriſt remembred; having appointed a Meeting with 
M. D. D. and knowing that B. will not keep the Presbyterie, 

I cannot ſee you now: Commend my Journey to God. My 

ul bleſſeth you for your laſt Letter. Be not Diſcouraged, Chrift 

ll not want the Iſles- men, the Iſles ſhall wait for his Law: We are 

5 Inheritance, and He will {ell no Part of his Inheritance; for the 

ins of this Land, and our Breach of the Covenant, Contempt of the 
olpel, and our Defection from the 'Fruth, He hath ſet up a burn- 

rp Furnace in our Mount Zion; But I ſay it, and will bide by it, the 
dafs ſhall yet grow green on our Mount Zion: There ſhall be Dew 
l|the Night upon the Lilies, amongſt which Chriſt feedeth, untib 
he Day break, and the Shadows flee away: And the Moth ſhall eat up- 
he Enemies of Chriſt, Iſa. 50. ver. 9. Let them make a Fire of 
beit own, and walk in the Light thereof, it ſnall not let them ſee 
020 to their Bed; but they ſhall lie down in Sorrow: Therefore 
tjoyce and believe, Thus in haſte, Grace, grace be with you and 
yours, | | 2 
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For MARION Mo EKNAU GEH. 
Loving and dear Siſter, 4 5 . | 
Feat that you be moved and caſt down, becauſe of the late Wrong 2 
that your Husband received in your Town-Council? But 1 pra 


you, Comfort your ſelf in the Lord; for a juſt Cauſe bides 45 
«the Water, only as long as wicked Men hold their Hand above it: 


dei aum vill weary, and Then the jult Cauſe hall ſwim e ad 
3 . e 
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the Light, that is ſown for the Righteous, ſhall ſpring andyryy 
up. If ye were not Strangers here, the Dogs of the World wo. 
not bark at you, 2 Cer. 6 v. 8. You ſhall ſee all the Windings and 
Turnings that are in your Way to Heaven, out of God's Word: fo 
| he will not lead you to the Kingdom at the neareſt y but you mug 
| go thorow Honour and Diſhonour, by evil Report and good Repor, 
8s Deceivers, and yet true, zer. 9. As unknown and yet well knoyy, 
as dying, and behold we live, as chaſtned, and not killed, ver. 10, 
As ſorrowful, and yet always rejoycing: The World is one of the 
Enemies, that we have to fight with; but a vanquiſhed and oper 
come Enemy, and like a beaten and forlorn Souldier ; for our Jeſus 
| hath taken the Armour from it: Let me then ſpeakto you in lis 
[ Words: Be of good Courage, ſaith the Captain of our Salvation, 
| for 1 have overcome the World. You ſhall neither be free of the 


Scourge of the Tongue, nor of Difgrares, even if it were Buffetting 
and Spittings upon the Face, as was our Saviour's Caſe, if you fob es n 
low Jeſus Chriſt, I beteech you in the Bowels of our Lord elu 
keep a good Conſcience (as 1 truſt you do:) you live-notupo! 
Mens Opinion: Bold may be Gold, and have the King's Stam 

upon it, when it is trampled upon by Men. Happie are you; ifwhet 
the World trampleth upon you in your Credit, and goed Name 

yet you are the Lord's Gold, ſtamped with the King of Hezwi here 

Image, and ſealed by his Spirit unto the Day of your Redemption 

Pray for the Spirit of Love; for 1 Cer: 13. ver: 7, Love beat 

all things, it believeth all things, hopeth all things, and endutel 

all things. And I pray you and your Husband, yea I Charge ye 

before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the ele& Angels, pu 

for theſe your Adverſaries. And read this to your Husband fi 
me, and let both of you put on, as the Ele& of God, Bowe!s 
Mercies. And, Sifer, remember how manie thouſands of Talen 
ol Sins, vont Maſter hath forgiven you. Forgive ye therefore yol 
fellow Servants one Talent. Follow God's Command in this, 
deck not. aſter your own Heart, and after your own Eyes, in ti 
Matter; as the Spirit ſpeaks, Numb; 15. ver: 39 Ask nevetti 
Counſel of your own Heart here, the World will blow up y out #2 
now, and cauſe it fwell, except the Grace of God caule it fall. Jef 
even Jeſus, the eternal Wiſdom of the Father, give you Wiſdom, 
truſt God ſhall be glorified in you. And a Door ſhall be openedun 
” you, as to the Lord's Priſoners of Hope, as Zechariah ſpeaks: tot 
a Benefit to you. That the wicked are Gods Fan { 
Purge you. And I hope they ſhall blow! away no Corn, ol ſ 
ritual G:aces, but only your C haff. I pray you in your Purſuit, be 
ſo Recourſe to the Law of Men, that you wander not from the La 
of God. Be not eaſt down, if you ſaw him who is ſtanding oat 
Shore, holding out his Arms to welcome you on Land, you vol? m7 
not only wade thorow a Sea of Wrongs, but thorow Hell it MTA 
to be at him. And I truſt in God you ſee him ſometimes. The LOWE tis 
Jeſus be with your Spirit, and all fours, 9 
Anueth, Fur Brother in the Lord. 5 Uf 
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Fr MARION McKNAUGHT, 
Wirthy and Dear Miſtreſs, | 


- which I know you would ſo fain have takin 
" neſt Deſire is, that you ſtand Kill, haſte n 
tte Salvation of Gop. The great Maſter Gardner, the Father 
ur LogD JESUS CHRIST, in a wonderful Providence, with his own 
, ( 1dare, if it were to Edification, ſwear it ) planted me here 
re by his Grace, in this Part of his Vine-yard, 1 grow. 1 dare 
ah but Satan and the World (one of his Pages, whom he ſends + 
Firands) have ſaid otherwiſe, and here I will abide, till the 
Maſter of the Vine-yard think fit to tranſplant me: but when 
ts meet to looſe me at the Root, and to Plant me where 1 may 
ore uſefal, both as to Fruit and Shadow, and when he who + 
ted pulleth up, that he may Tranſplant, who dare put to their 
q and hinder 2 - If they do, Gop ſhall break their Arm at the 
alder-dlade, and do his Turn. When our Lonp is going weſt, . 
Devil. and the V/orld go eaſt; and do you not know, that it hath 
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Love in Cnx1sT remembred. As to that Buſineſs, - 


gEffect, my ear- 
ot, and you ſhall - 


are ever this way betwixt Gop and the World, Gop Drawing, and 


holding; GoD, yea, and the. World, way : but they fall on 


ear: 3ack, and are fruſtrate, and ourLoaD holdeth his Grip. Where- 


doth the Word ſay, that our Chriſt, the Good-man of this 
„ his dear Kitk, hath Feet like fine Braſs, as if they burned oF 
ace? Rev. 1. ver. 15. For no other Cauſe, but becauſe, _ 
eour Lond ſetteth down his braſen Feet, he will forward; and 


we's thcrſoever he looketh,he will follow his Look; and his Feet burn 
Talen nder them, like as Fire doth Stubble and Thorns. 1 think he 


re o 
11S) 

in tl 
ever tl 
ut Heal 
. Jcla 
dom, 
nedun 
ks: It 
Fan 
„ ot ff 
nit. be 
the La 
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ou wol 
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The LOWE bis Souldiers may all flock about him: Long, long may theſe 
-7'Y Are lt is long ſince he diſplaid a Banner againſt Babylon, 
5 Mbit of Men and Angels: Let us Rejoyce and Triumph in our 


PEEL 
I TEES! 


q * 


h now given the World a Proof of his exceeding great Power, 
he is doing ſuch great Things, wherein Zien is concerned, by 
Sword of the Swediſh King, as of Gideon. As you love the Glory - 
Cop pray inſtantly, (yea Engage all your praying Acquaintance, | 
take their Faithful Promiſe to do the like) for this King, and 
yy one that Zion's King armeth, to execute the written Ven E 
on Babylon: Our Loxb hath begun to looſe ſome of Babylon 
net ſtones, pray him to hold on; for that City muſt fall, and the 
of the Air, and the Beaſts of the Earth muſt make a Banquet of 
hin; for he hath invited them to eat the Fleſh of that Whore, 
todrink her Blood: and the Cup of the Loxp's Right Hand ſhall 
ſuned anto ker, and Qameful Spew ing ſhall be upon her Elory : 
vhoſe Word muſt ſtand, hath ſaid, Tabe this Cup at the Hand of 
LORD, and drink and be Drunken, and Spew, and Fall, aud 
enomore, Jer: 25. ver: 27. Our JIxsus ſetting up himſelf, us 


U 0 . 
Faher's Enſign, Iſa: 11. ver: 10. as God's fair white Colours, 


Go 
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Geb, the Victory is certain; for when CuRIisT and Babel urge 
then Angels and Saints may prepare themſelves to Sing. Baby, 
Great is fallen, is fallen. Howbeit that Prince of Renown,yrec 
Irsus, be now: weeping and bleeding in his Members ; ;; 
Cnx15T will laugh again, and it is Time enough for us to lau 
when our LoxD Car1sT laugheth, and that will be ſhortly : Foryh, 
we hear of Wars and Rumours of Wars, the Judge*s Feet ate th 
betore the Door, and he muſt be in Heaven, giving Order to ii 
Angels to make themſelves ready, and 8 their Hooks a 
Sickles for that great Harveſt. Chriſt will be upon us in haſte, ws 
but a little; and ere long the Skies will rive, and that fair lose 
perſon, Jeſus, ſhall come in the Clouds, fraughted and loaded yi 


Glory; and then all theſe Xwaves and Foxes, that deſtroyed i 1 
Vines, ſhall call to the Hills, and cry to the Mountains toc we 
them, and hide them from the Face of him, who ſitteth upon es 


Throne and from the Wrath of the Lamb. Remember me tojy 
Husband, and deſtre him from me to help Chriſt, and totakeh 
Part; and in Judgment ſide ever with him, and receive 4 Ph 
patiently for his fake ; for he is worthy to be suffered for, nota! 
to Blows, but alſo to Blood: He ſhall find, that Innocency andlj 
rightneſs in Judgment ſhall hold its Feet, and make him Hay 
a. Fonking will not do it: 1 ſpeak this, becauſe a Perſon (a! 
me, 1 pray God, the Countrey be not in worſe Caſe now, whent 
Provoſt and Baillies are agreed, than formerly: To whom I repl 

I truſt the Provoſt is agreed with the Man's Perſon, but not with 
Faults. I pray for you, with my whole Soul and Deſire, that 5 
Children may walk in the Truth, and that the Lord may ſhineuy 
them, and make their Faces to ſhine, when the Faces of others 
Bluſh, I dare promiſe them in his Name, whoſe Truth 1 Preach, 
they will but try GOD's Service, that they ſhall find him the ſat 
eſt Maſter that eyer they Served ; and deſire them from me, but 
try for a while the Service of this Bleſſed Maftet, and then if! 
Service be not Sweet, it it afford not what is pleaſant to the 50 
Taſte, change him upon Tryal, and eek a better: Chriſt is an u 
known Chriſt to Young Ones: and therefore they ſeek him not. 
cauſe they know him not. Bid them come and ſee, and ſeek al 
of his Mouth; and then they will find his Mouth is ſo ſweet, tl 
they wilt be everlaſtingl y chained unto him, by their own Conſea 
if Thave any Credit with your Children, 1 intreat them in E- 
Name, totry what Truth and Realitie is in what I ſay,and leaven 
his Service, till they have found me a Lyar: I gave you, your Hi 
band and them to his keeping, to whom I have, and dare ventute! 


Self and Soul, even ro our dear Friend Jesvs CarsTiin whom 
| Anwoth, Tours, 8. R. 
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For MARION Mek NAU G Hr. 


beloved Siſter, 5 f | 
r. love in Chriſt remembered to you: now that lam in 


ber heavinels, for the pitiful caſe of our Lony's Kirk : hear 
uf the cauſe why D. Burton is committed to priſon, is, his writ- 
ea reaching againſt the Arminians. I therefore entreat the 
n eyour prayers for my ſelf, and the Lords captives of hope, and 
gun The Lon hath and dayly lets me ſee clearly, how deep 
vi; Arminianiſm and the followers of it, mall draw upon the 
ly 5f Gods Iſtael (but our Lok cut the Cords of the wicked, ) Iſa. 
d wit 


yer. 14. Bat Zion ſaid, the LORD hath forſakes me, 
M 


ed th Lo RD bath forgotten me. Lam. 1, ver. 2. 
oc weeperh ſore in the night, and her tears are upon her cheeks 
don f/ her lovers, she has none to comfort her, all her friends have 
to o treacherouſiy with her and are become her enemies, Iſa. 1 ver. 


akeh 
| Bl 
Of 01 


her ſilver is become aroſs, our wine mixed with water, Lam. 4 ver. 
ow is the gold become dim; how is the moſ? fine gold changed; the 
if the ſan wary are poured ont in rhe top of every ſtreet. Ver. 2, 


d precious ſors of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they eſteemed .. 
Huy ben pitc he rs, the work ef the hands of the Potier. It is time now 
be Loa p's ſecret ones, who favour the Duſt of Ziox, to cry, How 
beni Lo RD. And te go up to their watch tower, and to ſtay there, 
rep not to come down, until the viſion ſpeak; for it will ſpeak, Hab. 
vith Mn the mean time, the juſt ſhal live by faith. Let us wait on, and 
at MY veary. J have not a threed to hang upon and reſt, but this one, 
neu . v. 15. Can 4 woman forget hey ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould 
ers ve compaſſion on the ſon uf her womb ? yea ſhe may forget, yet will 
each, Wi forget thee. J. 16. Behold I hevegraven thee upon the palms f 


e fue ends, thy walls are continuallie before me. For all outward helps 


; but il, it is time therefore for us to hang our ſelves, as our Loks 
n if Heis, upon the nail, that is faſtned in a ſure place. We would 
je Sol: ſtakes of our own faſtning, but they will break. . Our Lord 
s an have Zion on his own nail. Edom is buſy within us, and Babel 
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jout us, againſt the handful of Jacob's ſeed. It were beſt that 
ere upon Chriſts fide of it, for his enemies wtll get the ſakes te 
(as the proverb is:) our greateſt difficulty will be, to win 
pon the rock now, when the wind and waves of perſecution are 
ity and proud. Let ſweet Jeſus take us by the hand: neither 
| we think, that it will be otherwiſe, for it is told to the Souls 
er the Altar, Rev: s. That their fellow ſeruvants.muſi bs killed as they 
eSurely,'t cannot be long to day, Nay, hear him ſay, beholdlcome, 
lear Bride, think not long. I ſhall ve at you at once. I hear you 
m coming. Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
(the Priſoners of hope are looking out at the Priſon Windows, to 
lithey can behold the Kings A nbaſladout coming, with the Kings 
ant, and the keys, 1 writenotto you by gueſs now, becauſe 7. 
cawarrant to ſay unto you, the garmenis of Chuiſt*s Spouſe muſt 
ne again dyed in blood, as long ago her Hutband was. 3 _ 
: | = TN nr ather 
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Hall end in Gods mercy. I know that an afflicted life looks very 


_ earneſtly your ſelf. He would moſt gladly have the Loxv's Cal 
Tranſplantation; for he knows, all Gop's plants ſet by his own 


would adviſe you, to ask of God a ſubmiſſive heart. Your te 


grace, was too little. Now then, for the love of the Prince of 
ſalvation, who is ſtanding at the end of your way, holding up in 


grieved heart dayly in 1 I would be undone; if I hat 
acceſs to the King's cham 


e „„ 1 
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2 -— his bleeding >on. What I write unto YOu, ſhoy it 
. G. Grace, , 4 
J oe Seay ce, grace, grace, and mercy be with you, your Husband 
An worth. | 7 Yours in the LORD. S. N. 


Fer MARION Ife kN. AUG H. 


Welbelo ved and dear Sifter in Chriſt, | 
1 Eould not get an anſwer Written to your Letter till now, ine 


of my wife Diſeaſe, and ſhe is yet mightily pained. 1 hope 


the way, that leads to the Kingdom; for the Apoſtle, Ad 1, 
hath drawn the line and the King's mercat-way, Through much n 
lation tothe kingdem. The Lord grant us the whole armour of 
Ye write to me concerning your peoplesDiſpolition, how theit He 
ate inclined toward the Man ye know, and whom ye deſire 1 


thrive well; and if the work be of God, he can make a ſypping 
of theDevil himſelf, for fetting forward the work. For yourſe 


ſhall be with the Lend, although the People be not gathered; (2 
prophet ſpeaks ) & ſuppoſe the work do not preſper, God ſhall 
count yOu, repaireref the Breachet. And take Chriſt caution 
mall not loſe your reward. Hold your grip faſt, If ye kney 
mind of the glorified in heaven. theythink heaven cometotheitl 
at an eaſy mercat, when they have got it for three-ſcore or i 
ſcore years wreſtling with God. When ye are come thither, ye 
think, all 1 did'in reſpe& of my rich reward now enjoyed of 


hand the prize&the garland to the race-runners ; forward, for 
Faint not. Take as manytoheaven with you, as ye are able to dia 
moe ye draw with you, ye ſhall be the welcomer your ſelf. | 
Miggard or ſpareing churl of the grace of Gop ; and employ al 
endeavours for eſtabliſhing an honeſt Miniſtry in your Town, 
when ye have ſo few to ſpeak a good word for you. I have m 


r of preſence, to ſew him all the buli 
The devil xages and is mad, to ſee the water drawn from. his 
mill: but would to God, we could be the Loxb's inſtrument 
build the ſon of God's houſe : pray for me: If the Lord furnill 
new timber from Lebanon, to build the houſe, the work will cealy 
look to him, who hath begun wellwith me. 1 have his hand 
he will not change. Your daughter is well, and longs for 4.3 
The Lox eſtabliſh you in peace: The Lord Jeſus be with 


Selrit. 
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Anwo ib. Teurs at all pewer in Chyift, Si R. 
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Ti MARION Me K NAU GH x. 


Miſtreſs; | | _ 
rlovein Chriſt remembred. Our Communion is on Sabbath - 
come eight days. Iwill intreat you to recommend it to Gop, 

pray for me in that Work, I have mo Sins upon me now, 
the laſt time. Therefore I will beſeech you in Chriſt, ſeek 
Petition to me from God, that the Lord would give me grace 
and perform new obedience. I have cauſe to ſuit this of you, 
gew it to Thomas Carſen, Fergus and Jean Brown; for I have 
nd am exceedingly eaſt down , and am fighting againſt a ma- 
devil, of whom 1 can win little gronnd. And J would think. 
l, plucked from him and his truſty ſervant, Sin, a lawful and 


in te 
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very 
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eir HWonqueſt. And it were no fin to take from him, in the name of 
fire Wood Man of our houſe, our King Jeſus; I invite you to the 
s Call et. He faith, ye ſhall be dearly welcome to him. And I de- 
own believe, (-h&wbeit not withont great fear) he ſhall be as hear- 
ping lis own houſe, as he has been before. For me, it is but fmall | 
our (ering, but 1 would fain have our Father and Lonp to break the 
ur te Loaf, Chrif?, and to diſtribute his ſlain Son amongſt the 
|; (408: of his houſe. And that if any were a fep-bairn, in reſpett of 


? 
hall Mort and ſenſe, it were rather my ſelf than his poor Bairns. 


autionW&fore bid out welbeloved come to his Garden, and feed among 
Kuens. And as concerning Zion, I hope, our Lord, who Zach. 
their Wt his Angel with a Meaſuring Line in his hand, to meaſure the 
» of fi 


band breadth of Jeruſalem, in token he would not want a foot 
dor inch of his own free heritage, ſhall take order with thoſe, 
ave taken away many acres of his own land from him. And 
ill build Jeraſalem in the old fed and place, where it was be- 


er, je 
ed of 
ce of 


up uin this hope rejoyce and be glad. Chriſt's garment was not 
„fon Blood for nothing, but for his Bride, whom he bought with 
 drav 8: 1 vill deſire you to remember my old ſuits to Gop,. God's 

If. Nad the increaſe of light, that I dry not up. For y eur Town, 

oy al ndbelieve, that the Lord will gather-in his looſe ſheaves a- 
own, du to bis Barn, and ſend one with a wel-tooth'd ſharp Hoek 
ve gong gardies, to reap his harveſt. And the Lonxp I Esus be Huſ- 
1 han, and Overſee the growing. Remember my Love to 
ic bullen and to Samne!: Grace upon you and your Children; 

n his nike them Corner-ſtones in Feruſalem, and give them Grace 


ument 
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TJouth, to take band with the fair chief corner-ſtone, who 
ed out of the mountain without hands, and got many a knock 
SFatffers Fore-hammer, and endured them all, and the ſtone 
Mher cleave nor break, upon that Stone make your Soul to 
oe Jeſus be with your Spirit. 
Anzith, © Tewr friend in his Welbeloved . 
R Lord Feſws, S. R. 
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Fo 
Much honoured and dear Miſtreſs; 2 Wert 
I love in Chriſt remembred. I am grieved at the Hearn to yy } Loy 
M any thing to you, to bread heayineſs to you, and ha vir 
written, I wrote it with much heavineſs. But I intreat you in Chi ail wi 
Name, when my Soul is under wreſtlings, and ſeeking dire&ien{y, | you il 
our Lord, (to whoifthis vinevard belongeth ) whither1 fall g vill of 
ive me liberty tc adviſe, and try all Airths and Paths, to ſee whet and y. 
e goes before me and leadeth me For if I were aſſured of 00 theſe; 
call to your Town, let my Arm fall from my ſhoulder blade andi aal 6 
power, and my right eye be dried up, which is the Judgment of j ways; 
idol ſhepherd, Zach, 11. 17. ifIwould not ſwim throughthey hit pu 
ter, without a Boat, ere I ſat his bidding, But if ye knew my dual ca 
tings and fears in that, ye would fafter with me. Whether they e mea: 
Temptatious, or Impediments caſt in by God, ] know not, but Mee Brie 
have now cauſe to thank God, For ſeeing the Biſkep hath given sveet 
ſuch a promiſe, he will give you an honeſt man, more willingly Me 1.1; 
he will permit me to come to you. And, as Jever intreated you, j that 
the buſineſs out of your hand in theLoxp's reyerence,, and try of ing or. 
if ye have warrant of kim to ſeek no man in the world, but oneg houſe 
when there are Choice of good men to be had: howbeit they be «Foot 
ſcarce, yet they are. And what God ſaith to me in the buſineſs, | HNrefreſt 
ſolve by his grace to do; for I know not what he will do with! ape in 
but God ſhall fill you with joy, ere the buſineſs be ended. Fotly noeth 
ſwade my felf, our Lord Jeſus hath ſtirred you up already todo on ths 
in the buſineſs, and ye ſhall not loſe your reward. I have header to u. 
Husband and Samuel have been ſick. The Man who is called Wi Afte 
branch & God's fellow, who ſtandeth before his Father, willbey icing | 
Nay and help, Zach, 13. v. 7: I would I were able to comfen Pod. 
Soul: but have patience & ſtand ill : he that belieyeth mabetiriallie 
haſte, This matter of Crau mond caſt in at this time, is eitle |. and 
_ temptation, having fallen out at this time, or then it will der fethen 
my doubts, and let you ſee the Lony's will. But 1 never ebe wi 
own part in thebuſineſs till now, I thought I was more wille Anu. 
have embraced the charge in your Town, than 1 am, or am adl 
win to. I know, ye pray that GOD would reſolve me what tot 
and will interpret me, as love biddeth you, which thinketh not Fo 
and believeth all things, and hopeth all things. Would je! 
more than the Son of God, and ye have him alteady, and ye H r . 
fed by the carver of the Meat, be who he will. And theſe who re 
hungry look more to the meat, than to thecarver. I cannot Than! 
the next week. If my lady come home, I muſt viſit her. Tit WWW: 
theceafter there will be a Presbytery at Girtean, Gop vil g 3 
ot the meeting, Grace upon you, and your Seed and Husban oO ww 
Lord jeſus be with your Spirit. i f 5 aith f 
: 5: Mud -*- Tours in Chriſt, 8. K ll RL 
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rer MARION MAC KNA Uu GH T. 


Warthy and well beloved Miftreſs ; | 5 
Love in Cuxisr remembred. I have ſent you a Letter from 
Mr. David Dickſon, concerning the Placing of Mr. Hugh 
il with themſelves: thereforeI write to you now, only to in- 
you in Chriſt, not to be diſcouraged thereat ; be ſubmiſſive to 
gil of your dear Lox.D, who knoweth beſt what is good for your 
and your Town both; for Gop can come over greater mountains 
theſe; we believe; for he Worketh his greateſt Works, contrary | 
nal reaſon and means. My ways are not, ſaith our Lok, #s 
ways; neither are my thoughts as your thoughts, Iſa. 55. I am 
hit put from my belief for all that; believe, pray and uſe means. 
all cauſe Mr. John Ker, who conveyed my {elf to Loehinvar, 

e means to ſeek 2 Man, if Mr. Hugh fail us. Our Loxo has 
le Btide among you, and I truſt he will ſend one to Wooe her to 
Sweet LoxD JESus. He will not want his Wife for the Suiting : 
he has means abundance in his Hand, to open all the Slots and 
that Satan draws over the Door: he cometh to his Bride 
ing over the Mountains, and skipping over the Hills: his way to 
bpouſe is full of Stones, Mountains and Waters; yet he putteth 
i; Foot and waddeth through: He will not want her; and there- 
refreſh me with two Words, concerning our Confidence and 
age in our Lord, both about that and about his own Zion; for 
ooeth his Wife in the burning Buſh : And for the Good-will 


im that dwelleth in the Buſh, the Buſh is not conſumed. It is 
to weep with Jeruſalem in the Forenoon, than to weep with 
ei N Afternoon, in the End of the Day. Our Day of Laughter and 
de ring is coming: Yet alittle while and ye thal ſee the Salvation 
i od. I long to fee you, and to hear how your Children are, 
e allie Samuel. Grace be their Heritage avd Portion from the 


|, and the Lord be their Lot, and then their Inheritance ſnall 
ſethem well: Remember my Love to your Husband: The Lord 


eu be with your Spirit. | | WA 
40 Auwoth. | TNeurs in his ſweet Lord Feſms, S. R. 


tot | — — | —_ — 1 
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Welbeloved,Sifter, | 7 
Love in Jelus Chriſt remembred-1 Your Daughter is well, 
Thanks be to God; T truſt in him, ye ſhall have Joy of her. 
Lotd bleſs her. I am now preſentlie going about Catechiſing. 
beater is in haſte: forget not poor Zion, and the Lord remem- 
jou; for we ſhall be ſhortlie Winnowed ; Jeſas pray for us, that 
alth fail not. I would wiſh to ſee you a Sabbath with us, and 
all flirup one another, God willing, to ſeek the Lord; for it 

| „ * 


. 


— 
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may be he hide himſelf from us ere it be long; Keep that vnd 
you have, ye will get more in Neaven. The Lord ſend us toch 
Shore out of all the Storms, with our ſillie Souls whole and oy; 
with us: For if Libertie of Conſcience come, as is rumoured, th 
beſt of us all will be put to our Wits, to ſeek how to be freed. 1 
we ſhall be with thoſe, who have their Chambertogo in unto, ſpok 
of, Iſa. 26. 20. Read the place your ſelf, and keep you within yo; 
Houſe, while the Storm be paſt. If you can learn a Dittay 2820 
C. try, and cauſe try, that ue may ſee the Lord's righteous ſu 
ment upon the Devils Inſtruments. We are not much obligedtolj 
Kindneſs. I wiſh all ſuch wicked Doers were cut off. Theſe in haſt 
I bbeſs you in God's Name and all yours: your Daughter deſires 
Bible and a Gown; I hope ſhe ſhall uſe the Bible well, which ifs 
do, the Gown is the better beſtowed. The Lord jeſus be withyy 
Spirit. 
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Anwoth. - Tours for ever in Chrifl, S. N. 
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Fir MARION McKNAUGHT. 


| Miſweſs, | | : 2 5 3 

Mu Love in Jeſus Chriſt remembred: 1 am in good Health, x 
nour to my Lord; but my Wifes Diſeaſe increaſes dailie, told 
great Torment and Pain Night and Day; ſhe has not been in Gal 
Houſe, ſince our Communion, neither out of her Bed: 1 hy 
hired a Man to Edinbargh to Doctor Feally and to John Hamilt 
I can hardlie believe her Diſeaſe is ordinary ; for her Lije is bi 
to her: She fleeps not, but cries, as a Woman trayailing 
Birth; what will be the Event, he that hath the Keys of the Ci 
knows: Ihave been many times, ſince I ſaw you, that I hareht 
ſought the Lord to looſe her out of the Bodie, and to take hel 


her Reſt. I believe the Lord's Tide of Afflictions will ebb a: 7, 
but at preſent I am exerciſed with the Wreſtlings of God, being aſi 

of nothing more than this, that God has let looſe the Temp 792 

upon my Honſe. God rebuke him and his Inſiryments, becui Lor 

Satan is not caſt out but by Faſting and Prayer. I intreat you hon 

member our Eſtate to our Lord, and intreat all good Chriſta your 

| whom ye know, but eſpeciallie your Paſtor, to do the ſame: Wi: . 

comes us ſtill to knock, and to Ke at the Lord's Door, whil: Hife, t 

die knocking. If he will not open, it is more than he has ſail bt he 

his Word, but he is Faithful. I look not to win away to my Here 

without Wounds and Blood. Welcome, welcome Croſs of Chi pher, 

if Chriſt be with it. T have not a calm Spirit in the Work ot! 8 pre 

Calling here, being daily Chaſtiſed; yet God hath not put ouerer c 

Candle, as he does to the Wicked. Grace, grace be with yo!ln,coc 

-. all yours,  -. | | „) 1 

Anwoth. Yours in his Lord, M bear 

| 1 uuble ; 
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ro MARION McKNAUGHT, 


Worthy and welbeloved Miſtreſs, | 

Love in Chriſt remembred. Tknow ye have heard of the Pur- 
poſe of my Adverſaries, to try what they can do againſt me at 
is Sod, forthe Work of God in your Town, when.Iwas at your 
mmunion. They intend: to call me in Queſtion at the Synod, 
Treaſonable Doctrine. Therefore help me with your Prayers, 
{deſire your Acquaintance to help me alſo. Your Ears heard how 
iſt wes there. If he ſuffer his Servant to get a broken Head, in 
own Kingly Service, and not either help or-revenge the Wrong, 
werſaw the like of it. There is not a Night-drunkard, Time- 
ing, idle, idol Shepherd to be ſpoken againſt, I am the onlic 
; and becauſe it is ſo, and] know God will not help them, left 
be proud, I am confident their Proceſs ſhall fall aſunder. Onlie 
je eatneſt with God for Hearing, for an open Ear, and Reading 
he Bill, that he may in Heaven hear both Parties, and judge ac- 
dinglie; and doubt nor, fear not, they ſhall not, who new ride 
teſt, pot Chriſt out of his Kingly Foſleſſion in Scer/end. The 
eofMan and his Rage ſhall turn to the praiſe of our Lord, It is- 
ld Feud, that the Rulers of the Earth, the Dragon and his 
gels, have carried to the Lamb and his Followers; but the Fol- 
as of the Lamb ſhall overcome by the Word of God; and be- 
ethis, and wait on a little, till they have got tieir Wombful of 
and Gravel, and they ſhall know, howbeit ſtollen Waters be 
t, Zſaa's Portion is not worth his Hunting» Commend me to 
Husband, and ſend me word how Grixel is. The Son of God 
her through che Water. The Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit. 
Anwoth, Tours in his only, only Loyd Feſms, S. R. 


— 
— 


— 


Fer M ARION Me kNAU G H x. 


Miſtreſs, | FT | 2 | 2 
Love in Chriſt remembred. At the Defare of this Bearer, 
Jou hom L love, I thought to requeſt you, if ye can help his Wife 
nitungg rout Advice, for ſhe is in a moſt dangerous and deadlie like 
+ iion; tor I have thought, ſhe was far changed in her Carriage 
chile Life, this Time by paſt, and had Hope that God would have 
falt her Home, and now by Appearance ſhe will depart this Life, 
9 eave a number of Children behind her. if ye can be intreated 
f 9 (het, it is a Work of Mergie. My own Wife is ſtill in ex- 
kor Wire great Torment Night and Day. Pray for us, for my Life 
t dug erer ſo weariſome to me. God hath filled me with Gall and 
1/0000; but 7 believe (which holds up my Head above the 
) [cis good for 4 Man ( ſaith the Spitit of God, Lam. 3.) 
5, e bear the Toke in his Youth. I do remember you. I pray you, 
able and believe: And I intreat you in Jeſus Chtiſt, pray. for 
0 e a | 7e 


162 Mr. \Rutherfoord's 


Epiſt, 


Fobn Stuart and his Wife; and deſire your Husband to do the (il 


Remember me heartilie to Jean Brows, deſire her to pray for me: 

my Wife; I do remember her. Forget not Zion. Grace, 7 
upon them, and Peace that pray ſor Zion: She is the Ship weft 

to Canaan; if. ſhe be broken on a Rock, we will be cl o 
Board to ſwim to Land betwixt Death and Life. The Grace of k 
. be with your Husband and Children. | 


\. Lawerh.* | Tours in our Chriſt, 5. K 


Fer MARION Me K NAU G HT. 


Dear Siſter, V 5 
Longed much to have Conferred with you at this Time; ! 
1 grieved at anie Thing in your Houſe that grieveth you; andi 
by my Lord's Grace, ſuit my Lord to help you to bear your Bur 
and to come in behind you, and give you, and your Burdens: 
up the Mountain. Know you not that Chriſt wooeth his Wiſein 
Furnace, I/. 48: ver. 10: Behold Thave Refined thee, but nit 
Silver; I have choſen thee in the Furnace of Afflictien; He ea 
his Love on you, when you are in the Furnace of Afffiction; 
might indeed be caſten don, if he brought you in andleft 
theie; but when he leadeth you through the Waters, think je 
that he has a ſweet ſoft Hand: You know his Leve- grip altea 
you ſhall be delivered, wait on; Jeſus will make 4 Road, anda! 
and fetch home the Captive ; you ſhall not die in Priſon, but) 
-Strokes areſuch as were your Husbands, who was Wounded in 
Houſe of his Friends; Strokes were not Newings te him, and 
ther are they to you: But your Winter Night is near ſpent, 
near hand the Dawning; I will ſee you leap for Joy: the Kitk 
be delivered: This Wilderneſs ſhall Bud and grow up like aR( 
Chriſt got a Charter of Scotland from his Father, & who will ben 
him of his Heritage, or put our Redeemer out of his Mailing, 
his Tack be run out. I muſt have you praying for me; Lam! 
ſham'd tor evermote now with Chriſt's Goodneſs; and in pri 
on the 17 and 18 of Avguf?, Igot a full Anſwer of my Lordt 
agraced Miniſter, and a choſen Arrow hidden in his own Q 
But know, this Aſſurance is not keeped but by Watching and P:4 
and therefore, dear Miſtreſs, help me; I have-gotten now, Ho 
to my Lord, the Gate to open the Slot, and Hut the Bar of his 
and think it eaſie to get anie Thing from the King by P 
and to uſe holie Violence with him. Chriſt was in Casfarne! 
and opened the Peoples Hearts wonderfullie ; Jeſus is lookin 
that Water, and minting to dwell amongſt them. I would ved 
give him his Welcome Home to the Moors. Now Peace and 
be upon you and all yours. - „ 
Anwath, Aug. 20, 1633. Tours in Christ, S. 
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Fer M ARION Me k NAU GH x. 


Miſtreſs, _ 3 EY be | 
Love in Chriſt remembred ; 1 am in Care and Fear for this 
Work of our Lords, now near approaching; becauſe of the 
anger ofthe Time, and I dare not for my Soul be ſi len:, to ſeem 

ord's Houſe burning, and not crie, Fire, Fire therefore ſee 

om our Lord, Wiſdom Spiritual, not black Policie, to ſpeak with 
ibertie our Lord's Truth. '1.am.caft down, and would fain have 
cceſ and Preſence to the King, that Day, even howbeit I. ſhould 
zeak up Iron Doors, I believe you will not forget me; and you 
il deſire Jean Brown, Thomas Carſen, and Marion Carſen to help 
je, Pray for well-cooked Meat, and an Heartfome Saviour with 
py, crying -Welcome, in my Father's Name. I am confident, Ziox 
allbe well; the Buſh ſhall burn and not conſume, for the Good- 
ill of him that dwelt in the Buſh. But the Lord is making on. a Fire 
Jeruſalem and purpoſeth to. blow the Bellows, and to melt the 
in and Braſs, aad bring out a fair beautiful Bride out of the Fut- 


ig as in the Days of her Youth, when the Contract of Marriage is 
nitten over again, but J fear the Bride be hidden for. a Time from 


t ve go and lurk in the Wilderneſs for a Time, for the Lord will 
ke his Kirk to the Wilderneſs, and ſpeak to her Heart: Nothing 
eth me down, but onlie I fear the Lord will caſt down the Shep- 
tds Tents, and feed his own in a ſecret place; but let us, however 


oom; the Government is upon his Shoulders, and he dow bear 
zal well enough; that fallen Star, the Prince of the bottomleſs 
It, knoweth, it is near the Time when he ſhall be tormented, and 
vin his Evening he has gathered his Armies, to win one Battel 
tuo, in the edge of the Evening, at the Sun going down z and 
hen out Lord has been Watering his Vineyards, in Fraxce and Ger-- 
any and Bohemia, how can we think our ſelves Chriſt's Siſter, if 
ebe not like him, aud our other great Siſters; I cannot but think, 
ing the Ends of the Earth are given to Chriſt, Pſal. 2. ver. 8. And 
and is the End of the Eãrth, (and ſo we are in Chriſt's Charter 
ailzie) but our Lord will keep his Poſſeſſion, we fall by Promiſe 
N Law to Chriſt; He wan us with the Sweat of his Brows ( if I 
uy lay ſo.) his Father promiſed him his Liferent of Scotland! 
ſorie, plorie to our King, long may he wear his Crown! O Lord 
tu; never ſee another King, O let him come down like Rain upon 
Ienew mown Graſs, 1 had you in remembrance on Jatarday in 
e Morning laft, in a great Meaſure, and was brought thrice on end, 
remembrance of you in my Prayer to God. Grace, grace be yous 
dition | 


4th, Match 2. 1634. | Teurs in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, 8 R. 
, | : For 


ce, that will Be married ovet again, upon the new Husband, and 


eDragon, that purſueth the Woman with Child; but what how- 


laters frame, caſt over the Affairs of the Bride upon the Bride- 
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Fer M ARION Me K NAU S Hr. 


* iſtreſs „ . \ 

M* Love in Chriſt remembred. Pleaſe you underſtand, to y 

1 Grief, our Communion is delayed till Sabbath comeEigh 
Days: for the Laird and Lady have earneſtlie deſired me to delay WK 
becauſe the Laird is ſick, &he fears, he be not able to travel, bee] ilt he! 
he has lately taken Phyſick. The Lord bleſs that Work: cou H 
mend it roGod as you love me. For I love not Satans Thorns ca 
the Lord's Way: The Lord rebuke him, I truſt in God's Mer 
Satan has gotten but a Delay, but no free Diſcharge, that his ki 
dom ſhall not be hurt. Commend the Laird to your God, I pt 
you advertiſe your People, that they be not e in comi 
| | 6k Show ſuch ot them as you love in Chriſt from me, that ef 
"Chriſt will be welcomer when he comes in, that he has ſhargen 
their Deſires for eight Days ſpace. Your Daughter is well, Io 
everie way. Forget not God's Kirk: they are but Baſtards, andy 
Sons and Daughters, that mourn not for Zion; Lord heat us. 
further, Jeſus Chriſt be with your Spirit. 1 ſhall remember you 
your new Houſe, Lord Feſus ge from the one Houje to the other. 
KLM. Tours at all Pe wer in the Lord. S. R. 


Fer M ARION Me k NAU GAH. 


Welbeleved Miſtreſs, | 
Love in Chtiſt remembred ; I hear this Day, your Toy 
to chooſe a Commiſſioner for the Parliament, and I was wil 
ten to from Zainbargh, to ſee that good Men ſhouid be choſen 
your Bounds. And 1 have heard this day, that Robert Glendini 
or John Ewar: look to be choſen. I beſeech you ſee this be not; i 
Lord's Cauſe craveth other Witneſſes to ſpeak for him, than (uf 
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Men; and therefore let it not be ſaid, that Rirkewdbright, vhichlieve 
ſpoken of in this Kingdom for their Religion, has ſent a Man erqy, 
be their Mouth that will ſpeak againſt Chriſt. Such a Time as ti lea 
will not fall out once in half an Age. I would intreat your Husbaſ em yo 
to take it upon him, it is an honourable and neceſſarie Service MI ſa 
Chriſt: and ſhew him, that I wrote unto you for tha: Effect. 1 fe Cui. 
William Glendoning hath not Skill and Authoritie. 1 am in gt tfoun 
Heavineſs pray for me, for we muſt take our Life in our Hand, WM) Sulp 
this ill Time. Let us ſtir up our ſelyes, to lay our Lord's Bride e us 
her Wrongs before our Hus band and Lord. Lond Jeſus be uith jo ah 


Spirit. 
Anwoth, May 20. Pers in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. Re 
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Fer MARION Mek NAU GH r. 


Welbelowved Stſter, 3 | 
old and deareſt love in Chriſt remembted; know that I have 
been viſiting my lady Resmure: her Child is with the Loxp + 
treat you, viſit her; and deſire the'Good-wife of Barcapple to 
jut her, and Knockbrecks, if you ſec him in the Town. My Lord 
er Husband is abſent, and I think ſhe will be heavy; you 
Fow what Mr. Willem Datghfh; and I dæſtred you ta deal for, at 


1 N Lord Kirkeudbrights Had. Send me word, if you obtained any 
bing, at my Lords Hands, anent the giving up of our Names to the 
% Cem miſſion; for! hear it is not for nothing, that the Biſhop 

3 ath taken that Courſe: our LoxD knows beſt what is ggod for an 


kirk, that is fallen from her firſt Love, and hath forgotten het 
Je ucband,Days without number; a Tryal is like to come on: But 
am ſure, our Husband man Chriſt ſhall loſe Chaff, but no Corn at 
. Yet there is a dry wind coming, but neither to fan nor to purge, ' 
apy are they who are not blown away with the chaff; for we will 
t (ffer Tentation for ten Days; but thoſe who are faithful ro the 
eath, hall receive the Crown of Life. I hear Dayly what hath 
eo ſpoken of my ſelf, moſt unjuſtly and falſly; and no marvel, the 
rzgon with the Swing of bis Tail, hath made the third part of the 
astofall from Heayen, and the fallen Stars would have many to 
lviththem, If ever Satan was buſy, now, when he knoweth his 
eis ott, he is buſy; yet a little while and he that ſhall come, 
ill come, and will not tarry, I know, ere it be long the Loxp ſhalt 
| me and ridd all Pegs, betwixt us and his Enemies: Now wel. 
own ne Lord Jeſus, go faſt, Send me word about Grizel your Daaghter, 
om remember in Cur1sT, and deſite het to caft her ſelf in his 
ms, who was born of a woman, and being the ancient of days was 
jade a Young weeping Shild. It was not for nothing, that our 
other Jeſus was an infant; it was, that he might pity Infants of 
n lu levers, who were to come out of the womb into the World; I 
hich e lieve our Lord Jeſus ſhall be waiting on, with Mercy, Mercy, 
Man eiey, to the end of that Battel, and bring her through with Lite 
| dleace, and a ſign of Gods favour - Iwill expe& advertifemenc 
om you, and eſpecially if you fear her Miffriſs be remember 
atl ſaid to you, anent your Love to me and my Brother begun 
Ieh chriſt; you know we ate here but Strangers, and you have nor 
t found us a dry Well, as others have been: Be not overcome of 
and, WW ulpicion; I truſt in God, the Lord, who knit us together, ſhall | 
de leb us together. It is time now, that the Lambs of Jeſus ſhould 
1h; wn together, when the Wolf is barking at them; yet I know, ere 
dds Bairns want a Croſs, their Love amongſt themfelves ſhall be a 
: 0's; but our Lord giveth Love for another end, I Know, you 
„ „ iWlvithLove cover Infirmities: and our Lord give you Wiſdom 4 
| Y a 
5 | 


of him at his houſe: 1 hare my oun icafons therefares Grace, ney 


mighty Ge ef Faceb. From him is the ſhepherd and the ff 


t his buſineſs; and he taketh good heed too, whois for him, andy 
s againſt him. Let us do our part, as we would be approved of Clu 


r berf, . 
456 Mr. Rat oor a 8 Epiſt. | 
all kings; I think Love hath , broad ſhoulders, and will b 
many things, and yet neither faint, nor ſweat, nor fall under thehy 
den. Commend me to your Hssbend and deat Grizet, -Itkjok 
her, Lord Jeſus be in the Furnace with her, and then the wil 0 
{moak, and not burn ] deſire Mr. R.bert, to excuſe my not ſeen 


and peace be with you. | 
Anwoth, Aptil 2541634. Tonr1in his ſweet I, 
CY | Feſus, S. R 
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N MARION Ic K NAU GEHT. 


MY deareſt Love in Chriſt remembred, I entreat you chargey 
Soul to return to reſt, and to glorify your deareſt Loxy int 
lieving; and know, that for the good will of him that dwelleth 
the Buſh, the burning Kirk ſhall not be conſumed to Aſhes; 
Dent. 33. v. 16: Bleſſing ſhall come au the head of Foſeph, and x 
the top of the head of him that was ſeparate from his Brethrea; 
are not the Saints ſeparate from their Brethren, and (015 and hat 
for Gen: 4 4 ver: 23: The Archers have ſorely grieved Faſeh, 
Shot at him and hated him. Ver. 24: But his Bow abode in Strew 
and the Arms of his Hands were made (irong by the hands «fi 


of Iſrael; the ſtone of Iſrael mall not be broken in 
ces; It is hammered upon by the Children of this world, and 
mall liye and not die. Our Loxp has done all this, to ſee if ue 
believe, and not give over; and I am perſwaded, you muſt of! 
ceſſity ſtick by your work. The eye of Ghriſt hath been upon 


The Son of God is near to his enemies; if they were not deaf, ti 
may hear the dinn of his feet, and he will come with 4 fart i 
his weeping Bairns, and take them on his knee, and lay their b 
in his boſom, and dry their watery eyes; and this dayis faſt comu ge 0 
Tet alitile time and the him will ſpeak, it will not tarry, Hu tha 
Theſe queſtions betwixt us and our adverſaries will all be decia nm, n. 
in yonder day, when the Son of God ſhall come, and ridd all pl 
and it will be ſeen, whether we or they have been for Chik, 
tho have been pleading forBas/: It is not known what we aten 
but when ourlife ſhall appear in glory, theo we ſhall fee who la 
faſteſt, that day; therefore we muſt poſſeſs our ſouls in paticnce, 
go into our chamber, and reſt, while the indignation be pal, 
ſhall not weep long, when our Lox ſhall take us up, in the diy ti Biſhop 
he gathereth his Jewels? and Mal: y: ver; 16: They that nis li 
the LORD ſpoke often one to another, and the LO RD hearknts lthe T 
heardi:t, and 4 Book of Remembr ance was written befors * Fat not. 


J 


_ * ſballnot one Heir of your Head periſb. Chriſt will not be ig " 


_ . CheFacez they have been falſe to Chriſt, and he will not fit vi 
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cemmon to have you giving out any thing for him, and not give yu 
all Incomes with Advantage. It is his Honour, his Servants gc 
not be Herried and undone in his Service: you were never Honc 
till now. And if your Husband be the firſt Magiſtrate, who thallfi 
Fer for Chriſts Name in this Perſecution, he may Rejoyce that Chi 
hath put the firſt Garland upon his Head, and upon yours: Tu 
will yet keep the Craws of the Caſſey in Scotland: _ Chriſt and Tu 
are Strong enough. They judge us now, we ſhall one day jug 
them, and fit on twelve Thrones and judge the Twelve Tribes: þ 
liere, believe, for they dare not pray, they daze not look Chiif 


the wrong; ye know, it is not our Cau ſe, for if we would quit 
Loxp, we might ſleep for the preſent in a ſound Skin, and keep 
Place, Means and Honour, and be dear to them alſo. But let 
once put all we have over in Chrifts Hand, tear not for my Pape 
 F-fhall Diſpatch them; but ye will de Examined for them; they 
Tit, of Jeſus give you inward Peace, deſire your Hu) 
from me to ptove Honeſt to CHRIST, he ſhall not be a Loſer 
Cnuatsr's Hand. | 4 DET 
Anwotb, July $7 1625 ' Tours ever in his ſweet 
ek C.ord Jeſas S. A. 
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5 | i N | | Swim 
Welbeloved Siſter, | throu 


7 Love in Chtiſt remembered, I hear of good news an 
our Kirk; but I fear that our King will not be reliſted, i 
| therefore let us not be ſecure and careleſs: I do word 
this Kirk come not through our Loxy's Fan, ſince there is ſo m 
Chain it; howbeit I perſwade my ſelf, the Son of Gods Wi 
will not be blown away, Let us be putting on Gods Armour, 
be ſtrong in the Loxp, If the Devil and Zion! Enemies ſtrike ahi 
in that Armour, let our Lonv ſee to that; let a we on, and ſta 
We have Jeſus on our fide. and they are not worthy ſuch a Capti 
who would not take a Blow at his Back, We are in ſight of his 
lours. His banner over us is Love. Look up to that whitebai 
and ſtand, I perſwade you iu the Loxp of Victory, My Brother 
teth to me of your heavineſs, and of Temptations' that piel$) 
fore. I am content it beſo : you bear about with yon the Mark 
the Lord Jeſus : ſo was it with our Loxps Apoſtle; when he vs 
come with the Goſpel to Macedonia, 2 Cer. 7 5. His fleſh had 
' reſt; he was troubled on every (ide, and knew not what (ide to ti 
him unto, without were fightings, and within were fears: In 
great work of our Redemption, your loyely,-beantiful,-and 1 
ous ft iend, and welbeloved Jeſus, was brought to Teats aud 8 
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lo as his Face was wet with Tears and Blood, arifing from 
"Holy Far and the Weight of the Curſe. Take adrink of the Son 
XfGop's Cup, and love it the better, that he drank of it befote 
on. There is no Poiſon in it. 1 wonder mary times, that evet 
child of God ſhould have a {ad Heart, conſidering what their Lon p. 
-yeparing for them. Is your mind troubled anent that bufineſs, 
hat we have now in Hand in Edinburgh; Ittuſt in my Lord, the 
Lund ſhall in the end give to you your Hearts Deſire, even howbeit 
tebuſineſs frame not; the Lox ſhall feed your Soul and all the 
dungry Souls in that Toun, therefore I requeſt you in the Lonxv, pray 
or a Submiffive Will, and pray as your Loxd Ixsus bids you, Thy 
ul he done in Zarth: 45 it is in Heaven: And let it be, that your | 
ith be brangled with Temptations, Believe ye, that there is a 
Tree in our Lox DS Garden, that is not often ſhaken with Wind from 
al the four Airths; ſurely there is none. Rebuke your Soul, as 
de Lords Prophet doth Pſalm. 42. Why art then cafl-dewn O my + 
g why art thos diſquieted wit hin me: That was the word oi 1 
Ms, who was at the very overgoing of the Brae, and Mountain; 
du Cod held a grip of him: Swim through your Temptations and 
7:oubles, to be at that Lovely Amiable Perſon Jeſus, to whom your 
deu 's Dear, In your Femptat tons run to the Promiſes, they be our 
Los Branches hanging over the Water, that our Lord's filly half 
drouned Children may take a grip of them: If you let that grip go, 
von will to the Ground: Are yoù troubled with the Caſe of God's 
Xitk?-our Lord will eyermore have her betwixt the Sinking and the 
Siming 3 He will have her going throvgh a Thouſand Deaths, and 
through Hell as a Creple W< man, halting and wanting the Power 
of her one Side, Micah 4: 6, 7: that God may be Her Staft; That 
broken Ship will come to Land, becauſe Jeſus is the Pilot? faint not, 
ouſhall ſee the Salvation of God; elſe ſay, that God never ſpake 
his Word by my Mouth; and I had rather never have been born, ere 
it were ſo with me; but my Loxzd hath Sealed me. I dare not de- 
17,1 have alſo been in heavineſs, ſince I came from you, fearing fon 
myunthankfulneſs,. that I be deſerted ; but the Lonp will be kind 


that he will be loath to change upon me. As you love me, pray for 
me in this pa: ticular: After adviſing with Carletous, I have writ= 

ten to Mr: David Dickſon anent Mr. Hagb Me Reil; and defired - 
him to Write his Mind to Carletoun, and Carle tean to*Edinburgh, 
that they may particularly remember Mr. Hugh to the Lonp, and! 


dence, No turther, I recommend you to the Loxr's grace, and 


jour husband and Children. The Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit. 
Edinburgb 4 | Dori in the Lord, S. Re 


3 A Poſtfaipt 
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tome, whether! will or not. Lrepoſe that much in his Rich Grace, 


happened upon a convenient truſty bearer by Gods wonderful provi- - 
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APOSTSCRIPT. 


O 
| Miffreſs; : | 

N I Had not Time to give myAdviceto your Daughter Gyjzel, 1, 
ſnall carry my words therefore to het: Show her now, thailifpoycr. 
reſpect of her tender Age, ſhe is in a manner as clean Paper, bout 
to receive either good or ill; and that it were a ſweet and goiia ee nos 
thing for her, to give her ſelf up to Chriſt, that he may write up and th 
her his Fathets Name, and his own new Name: And deſite her tox 
quaint her ſelf with the Book of God: the Promiſes, that our Loj 
writes _ his own, and performeth in them and for them, ate to 
tained there. I perſwade you, when I think thai ſhe is in the compuYii 0.5, 
of ſuch Parents, and hath occaſion to learn Chriſt, 1 think Chi nd 41 
wooing her Soul: And I pray God, ſhe may not refuſe ſuch a Hl 
ban1; and therefore 1 charge her, and beſeech her by the merciest 
God, by the Wounds and Blood of Him who died for her, by His Fat 
worth of Truth, which ſhe hears and can read, by the coming Words 
_ the Son of God to judge the World, that the would fulfil your joy,a 
learn Chriſt, and walk in Shriſt: She fhalRhink this the T ruth 
God, many years after this: and Iwill promiſeto my ſelf, in reſpe 
of the Beginnings that I have ſeen, that ſhe ſhall give her ſelf to hu ante, 
that gave himſelf for her: Let her begin at Prayer; for if Gen 
member her Creator in the days of her Youth, he will claim Kind 
neſs to her in her old Age: It ſhall be a part of my Prayers, thattli 
may be effectuate in her, by him who is able to do exceeding 
bundautly: to whoſe Grace again I recommend you, and her, a 
all yours. - End | 5 | 
IO” 1 4 15 Ea | | | 
For MARION Me KNA U. G HT. 

Welleloved Sifter, 5 43 
1 Know you have heard of the ſucceſs of our Buſineſs in Edinbuy 
| Ido every Presbytery Day ſee the faces of my Brethten imiling! 
| pon me, but theirTongues convey Reproaches and Lies of me 
| - hundred Miles off, and have made me edious to the Biſhop of Sai 
| An drewt, who ſaid to Mr. W. D. that Miniſters in Ga/loways: 
bes informers; whereupon no Leiter of Favour could be procur 
from him, for effectuat ing of our Buſineſs , only Tam brought | 
the Mouth of Men, who otherwil2 knew me nat, and have power 
God ſhall permit) to hatm me; yet I entreat you, in the Bowels eus, 
Chriſt Jeſus, be not caſt down, I fear your Sorrow exceed becauſe 
this: and I am not ſo careful for my {elf in the matter, as for b 
| TakcCourage, your deareſt Loxp ſhall light your Candle, wii 
4 the Wicked would fain blow out: and as ſure as our LozD la 
| your Soul ſhall find Joy andCemfort in this Buſineſs, Hou beit) 
| ſee all the Hounds in Hell let jooſe to mat it. Their Iron Chain 


— 
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oon dear and mighty Lonp are but Straws. which he can caſily 
break. Let not this Temptation ſtick in your Throat, ſwallow it, 
and let it go down, our Loxp give you a Drink of the Conſolations 
Chis Spirit, that it rnay digelt ; you never knew one in Gop's Book 
yho put to their Hand to the Lords Work for his Kirk, but the World 
ind Satan did bark againft them, and bite alſo where they had 
power. You will not lay one Stone on Ziens Wall, but they will 
abour to caſt it down again: and for my ſelf, the Loxp letteth me 
ze now greater Evidences of a calling to K. then ever he did before; 
and therefore pray, and poſfeſs your Soul in patience. Fheſe thae 
ere doers in the Buſineſs have good Hopes that it will yet go for- 
vatd and proſpet. As for the Death of the King of Sweden (which 
js thought to be too true) we can do Nothing elie, but reverence our 
Lonp, who does not ordinarlie hold Zjen on herRock by the Sword, 
and Arm of Fleſh and Blood; but by his own mighty, and out- 
etched Arm. Her King, that Reigneth in Zion. yet liveth, and 
hey are plucking him round about, to pult him eff his Throne: but 
his Father has Crowned him; and who dare (ay, tis ill dene? The 
Lords Bride will be up and down, above the Water ſwiming, and 
under the Water ſinking, until her lovely and mightyRedeemer and 
Husband ſet his Head thorow theſe Kies, and come with his Fair 
ourt, to rid all their pleas, and give them the hoped for Inheri - 
ance, and then we ſhall lay down our Swords and triumph, and 
zht no more: but do not think forall this, that our Loxp and 
hief Shepherd will want one weak Sheep, or the ſillieſt dying Lamb, 
hat he has redeemed. He will tell his Flock, and gather them all 
ogether, and make afaithinl Account of them to the Father, who 
ae them to him. Let us now learn to turn our eyes off Men, that 
ur Whoriſt Hearts dote not on them, and weoe our old Husband, 
nd make him our Darling z for Fer. 25 27. Thus ſaith the LORD. 
the Enemies of Zion drink ye and be drunk, and ſpue and fall, 
ud riſe no more becauſe of the Sword that I ſend among ſi yo V 28. 
ndit ſha'l be if they refuſe tetake the cap in thy Hand to Drink, then 
Vall than ſay to them thus ſaith the Lerd of Hoſts, ye ſhall certainly | 
nk. You tec our Lo:&biewing a Cup of Poyſon tor nisknemies, 
mich they muſt drink, and becauſe ot this have ſore Boweis and 
ick Stoma-hs,. yea burſt: But Fer 50. 4. when Ziens captivity 
t an end. The Chi/dren of Iſrael hall come, they and the Children 
[ Judah rogether, going and weeping. they ſhall go. and ſeck the 
nd their God, V. 5: They ſball ast the Way to Zion, with their Fa- 
i thitherward, ſaying. come, and let us jeyn our [elves to the LORD, 
ane verlaſtiag Covenant that ſhall not be forgot ten. This is tpoken 
us, and tor us, who with woe Heatts ask, what is the way to Zion 
bout part, who know how to go to our Lokp's Door, and to knock 
F Prayer, and how to lift Chriſts Slot, and ſhut the Bar of his Cham- © 
tDoor, to complain and tell him, how the World handles us, 
hon our Kings Buſineſs goes, that he may get up, and lend them 
bon, who are Tigging, and Playing with Chriſt and his Spouſe. 
duhaye alſo, Deay Miſtreſs, Houſe Troubles, in ſickaueſs of your 
| : Y 4 | | Aut 
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Husba nd and Bairns, and in ſpoiling of your Hou'e by This, 
take theſe Rods in Patience from your Lonxp, he mult ſtill moe you 
from Veſlel to Veſlel, and grind you as our Lords Wheat, to! 
Bread in his Houſe ; but when all theſe Strokes are over your Hes 
what will you ſay, to ſee your welbeloved Chriſts white and mad 
Face, even his Face, who is worthy to bear the Colours amongſt 
ten Thouſand, Cant. 5, hope and believe to the End. Cid 
for evermoie be multiplied upon you, your Husband, and Ch 
dren. 5 : ” em 
Edinburgh. Tour own in his deareſt Lord Feſns, S. R. 
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To MARION MACK NAUG HT. 


My Dear and welbelovedin Chriſt |" I 

I Am yet under Trial, and have appeared before Chriſts forbiddelliſly nei; 
1 Lords, for aTeftimony againſt them, The Chancellor and th kee 
reft tempted me with Queſtions, nothing belonging to my Sunſ:ore 
mons, which 1 wholly declined, notwithſtanding of his Threats. l noMa 
newly printed Book againſt Arminiaus was one Challenge ock. 
lerding the Prelats another: the moſt part ef the Biſpeps, when Wiſh ord, 
came in, looked more aſtoniſhed than I, and heard me withsilene re co: 
Some ſpoke for me; but my Loxp ruled it ſo, as Iam filled with ii Chat v 
in my Sufferings;and I find Chriſt's Croſs ſweet. What they inten; ies 
againſt the next day, I know not. Be not ſecure, but pray, ich) 
Biſnep of Gal/away ſaid, if the Cormmiſſion ſhould not give him He n 
will of me, with an Oath( heſaid) he would write to the Kin: Et 
The Chancellor ſummoned me in judgment, to appear that ite! 
eight Days. MyLord has brought me aFriend from theHigh lor 
of Argyle, my Lord of Lorn,who hath done as much as was withiWrie B 
the Compals of his Power. God gave meFayour in his eyes. Mall b 
Robert Glendoning is ſilenced, till he accept a Collegue. We hor tt 
to deal yet for him. Chriſt is worthy to be intruſted: your Hue dr 
band will get an eaſy and good way of his Buſineſs. Ye. and 1 bie, 
| hall ſee theSalvation of God upon Fofeph, ſeparate from his BiegWWrems 
thren, Grace be with you, "Es ONE made 
Edinburgh. Tens in Chriſt, 8. R. MW: 

— — 585 | | c | ſeek { 
5 Ab; 


For MARION Mc K N AUGHT, 


Honoured and Deareſt in the Lord: 
GRace, Mercy and pea ce be to you: I am well, and my Soul pu 
pers: Efind Chriſt with me, I burden no man; I want nothing 
n OFace looks on me, but it laughs cn me. Sweet, ſweet 1s f 
Lords Croſs. 1 oveccome my Heavineſs. My Bridegrooms in 
Il inks fatten my weaty Soul. I go on to my Kings palace at Al 
een: Tongue, aud Pen, and Wit cannot expreſs my jo). femmes 
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aer my Love to Jean Gorden, to my Siſter, Jean Brown 
Pour Hasband: thus in haſte, grace be with you. f 0 | 
Edinburgh, April 5. 1636. Tours in his enly, only Lord 
| | Jeſus, S. R. 


to Grizel, 


A POSTSCRIPT, 
1 Charge is to youto believe, rejnyce, ſing and triumph, brit. 


Mackpanght. E 


Fir MARION MoKNAUGHT, . 
Worthy and degreft in our Lords 


keep Breath; believe, howbeit Men and Husband and Friends 
ove weak, yet your Strength faileth not. It is not pride for a drown=- 
neMantogriptothe Rock. It is your glory to lay Hold on your 
Rock, O Woman greatly Beleved | Itcitifie, and Iavouch it in my 
ord, the Prayers, you tent to Heaven theſe many Years by gone, 
ue come up before the Lord, and ſhall not be forgotten. Whatit is 


ries mall bring down Mercy. 1 Charge you, and theſe People 
vich you, to go on without frunting or Fear, and till Believe, and 
ake no nay- ſay. If you leave off, the field is loſt; if you continue, 
ut Enemies ſha!l be like a tottering Wall and a bowing Fence, I 
rite it, (and keep this letter) utter, utter Deſolation ſhall be to 


The Bride ſhall yet ſing, as in the Days of her Youth Salvation 
al be her Walls and Bulwarks. The dry olive Tree ſhall bud again, 


be dty zones, and the Spirit ſhall come upon them, and we fhall 
we, Irejoyce to hear of John Carſen; I ſhall not forget him. Re- 


Bleſſings to Samue! and William. - Shew them, that 1 will them to 
Geek God in their Youth, Grace is yours, SE | 
Aberdeen July 8. 1637. Ways in his ſwest Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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Fer MARION McKNAUGH=T.. 
Much honeured and Deareſt ix our Sweet Lord Feſusy - 


Js%v5s. I knew the Lord will do for 


| our Town, I hear the 
Piſtop is aſtraid to conie amongſt you; 


or ſo it is ſpoken in this 


275 


N has ſaid to me, Mercy, Mercy, Grace and Peace for Mariew 


Rejoyce, you ate a Partaker of the Sufferings of Chriſt : faint not; 


nd the dry Dead Bones ſhall Live, fox the Lord ſhall Propheſie to 


bs * 


hat will come I cannot tell; but I know, as the Lord lives, theſe : 


your Adyerſarigs, and to theHaters of the#irgiz Daughter of Scarlapde - 


emember me to Grizeband Jean - Brown. Yours Husband hath F 
made me heavy. But be couragious in the Lord. 1 ſend 


St» 


— 


Race Mercy and Peace from God our Father and from our Lens 


Leun, and many here tejoyce now to pen a Supplication to the 
ER Pe EC Comnal 
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7 M. Rurberford s FP)piſe 
Council, for bringing me home to my Place, and for repatring 
therWrongs done in the Countrey, and ſee if you can procure i 

| three or Four Hundred in the Counttey, Noblemen, Gentleny 
Countrymen and Citizens -ſubſcribe it, the moe the better, 1 
be it affcight the Biſhop, and by Law no advantage can be taken 
gainſt you for it, Mave not Time to Write to OCarleteun and Au 
brex,but I would you did ſpeak them init, and let them adviſen 
Carletown. Mr. A: thinketh well of it, and Ithink other, f 

ayppftove it. Iam ſill in good Caſe with Chriſt, my Courtis yo 
than it was, the Door of the Bridegroom's Houſe of Wine is oy 
when ſuch a Poor Stranger as I come a thort. I-change, but ch 
abides ſtill the ſame. They have put out my ene poor eye, my 
ly joy, to Preach Chriſt, and to goErtands berwixt him and his? 
What wy Loxp will do w'th me I know not. It is like 1 all | 

Winter in Aberdeen; but where-it ſhall be elſe Ike not. Thi 
are ſome bloſſomings of Chriſt's Kingdom in this Town, aud 

_ Smoak is tiſing and the Miniſters ate raging z but I love arani 
and a roating Devil beſt: Ibeſeech you in the Lord, my dess 
wait for the Salvation of God, Slack not your Hands in meet 
to pray: Feat not Fleſh and Blood: We have been all over feu 
and that gave /owneſs the confidence, to ſhut me out of Gall 
Remember my “Love to John Cerſas and Mr. Fohx Brown 11 

could get my Love off that Man; Ithinł Chriſt hath ſomething 
do with him, Deſire your Hausband from me, not to think il 
Chriſt for his Croſs, Many misken Chriſt, becauſe he hatht 

_ Croſs on his Back; but he will cauſe us all laugh yet: 1 bel 

as ye would do any thing for me, remember my Lady Mar 

God, any her Son the Earl of Marſhal, eſpecially her Chr 

darghler, my Lady Pitſlige. I ſhall go to Death with it, that t 
will return again ro Scotland, with Salvation in his Wings, and 
Galloway. Grace be with you. LEE 
Aberd: Sept. 7. 1637. Tawrs in his Smit 
of | By 5 Jeſus, 5 R. 


Lt 


7 M ARION McKNAUGHT, 


Zach: 12. 3. And in that day. I will make Feruſalem abwi 

ſomes Stone for all People. all that burthen themſelves with it | 

bie cut in Oieces;  thongh allthe people of the Earth be gathered 
gether againſtit. | | 


IWlheioved Siſter; . 

Have been ſparing to write unto you, becauſe 1 was heavy {| 
proceedihg of our late Parliament, where Law ſhould have . 
They would not give our Lord Jetus fair Law and Juſtice, not 
Benefit of the Houſe, to hear either the juſtGrievances or the! 
ble Supplications of the Servants of GOD: nothing reſts buti 
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jt ſt. 1⁰⁰ | : | Letter * . 7 475 
| 147 our Grievances before our crowned King Jeſus, who Reigns 
Zn. And howbeit it be true, that the Acts of the Perth Aſſembiy 
Conformity are Eſtabliſhed, and the Kings Power. to impoſe ar- 
ie and cther Maſs Apparel upon Miniſters, be confirmed; yet 
hat Men conclude is not Scripture, Kings have ſhort Arms to o- 
«turn Chriſts Throne, and our Lord hath been waking and 
anding upon his Feet, at this Parliament when Fifreen Earls 
nd Lords and Forty Foar Commiſſieners for Burrows, with ſome 
buen have Votted for our Kirk; in Face of a King, who with 
uch aw and tetrour, with his own Hand wrote up the Voters for, 
rapainſt himſelf.” Long before this Kirk, in the 2 Pſalms, the 
nds of the Earth, Scetland and Exgland, were gifted of the Father 
yhis don Chriſt; and that is an old Act of Parliament, decree. 
-our LORD, and Printed four Thouſand Tears ago. Their Accs 
rebut yet Printing. The firſt Act ſhall ſtand, let the Potentates 
fthe World, who leve Chriſts Room bettet than himſelf, rage as 
hey pleaſe. Tho the Mountains be carried into the midſt of the 
ea, jet there is a River that cometh out of the Sanctuary, and the 
ſtreams of it refreſh the Gity of God. That Well is not yet eried 
Ponn in Scer/end, nor can it dry up; therefors-ftil! believe, and 
ut in GOD's Salvation, If you knew the whole Proceedings, it 13 
e Lords Mercy, that Matters have gone at our Parliament, as they 
#e gone. The LORD JESUS, in our Kings Ears, to his great 
rovocation and Grief, hath gotten many Witneſſes; and we ſaw 
nall, the Son of GOD overturning their Policy, and making the 
orld know, how well he Loves his Poer Sun-burnt Bride in Scet - 
«is, The LORD liveth. and Bleſſed be the GOD of our Salvati» 
dn, For the matter betwixt you Ha: band and C. Itruſt in GOD 
It fall be removed: it hath grieved me Exceedingly. I have 
alt with Careletown, and ſhall deal; put it off your ſelf upon 
he LORD, that it burthen you not. I have heard of your Dangh- 
en. Marriage, I pray the LORD IESVs to ſubſcribe the Contract, 
and be at the Banquet, as he was at the Marriage in Cana of Galilee. 
Show her from me, that tho it be true, that Gods Children have 
prayed for her, yet the Promiſe of God is made to her Prayers and 
Faith eſpectally; and therefore I would entreat her, to ſeek the 
LORD to be at the wedding. Let her give, Chriſt the Love of her 
ſug'nity and Eſpouſals, and chooſe him firſt, as Her Husband, and 
that Match ſhall bleſs the other. It is a new World ſne enteteth in- 
to, and there fte hath need df new Acquaintance with the Son of 
GOD, and ot a renewing of her Love to him, whoſe Love is better 
than Wine. 1 Cor: 7. 29. The time is ſhort, let the Married be as 
th they were net Married. Ver 30: They ihat Weep. as tho they 
veeped notʒ they that Rej oyce, as though they Rejoyced not; they that Bay, 
4 the they Poſſeſſed nor. Ver.3 They that uſe ibi MWerla as tho they aft 
net; fer the Faſhion of this World pafſeth away. Grace, grace be hex 
us from the LOKD.: I know you have a care on you of it, that 
tight 5 but lei Chriſtbeat all, y ou need not Fity him ( if 1 
1 may 


* — 


„ Mr! Rubefords'; Epilt: F 


may ay ſo.) put him to it, he is ſtrong enough. The Spirit Ad. 1 


the Lord Jeſus be with you. 3 and f 
|  Aberaeen. Tory Friend in his Deareſt Frin) s; an 
| met 


Chriſt Jeſus, S. R. 


— 


rer MARION McKNAVGHT,, 


My Dear and wellelo ved Siſter; | 
Race Mercy and Peace be to you. I am well, Honour to 60 
l have been before a Court ſet up within me of Terrours a 
challenges: but my ſweet Lord Jeſus hath, taken the Mask of 
Face, and faid, biſt thy fill: and Iwill not ſmother nor conceal 1 
King Jeſus his kindneſs: he hath broken in upon the poor Priſon 
Soul, like the ſwelling of Jordan. I am Bank and Brim- full, a pt 
high ſpring Tide of the Conſolations of Chriſt, hath overflo 
me. I would not give my weeping, for the Fourteen Prelats Laus 
ter. they have ſent me here to feaſt with my King. His Spiken 
caſteth a ſweet Smell. The Bridegrooms Love hath un away 
my Heart. O Love, Love, Love! O ſweet are my Royal Kit 
Chaias, I care not for Fire nor Torture. How ſweet were it toi 
to ſwim the Salt Sea for my new Lover, my ſecond Husband, my 
LORD. I charge you in the Name of GOD; ;not to fear the 
Beaſts, that entered into the Vineyard of the LORD of Hoſts, 
falſe Prophet is the Tail. God fhall cut the Tail from Acer! 
Take your comfort and droup not, deſpond not; Pray for my x 
Flock. I would take a pennance on my Soul for theit Salvation 
Fear, the entering of a Hireling upon my labours there cut off 
Life with Sorrow, There I wreſtled with the Angel and prevail 
Wood, Trees, Meadows, and Hills are my Witneſſes, I drew o 
fait meeting betwixt Chriſtand Auwoth. My Love to you 
band, todear Carletoun, to my beloved Brother Knokbrex: fo 
not Chriſt's Priſoners I long for a Letter under your own Han 
Aberdeen Nov. 22. Tour Friend and Chrifts Priſoner, - 
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Fer M ARION Mek NAUGH T. 


y dearly Bele ved Siſter, 
Race Mercy and Peace to you; I complain that Gail, Fo 
AY not kind to me in Paper: 1 have received no Letters theſe 
teen Weeks but two: I am well, my Priſon is a Palace to me, 
Chriſts banquęting-houſe. My Loxp Jxsus is as ſe ind as the) 
him: Oh that all Scotland knew my Caſe, and had part of myf 
lchaxge you in tbe Name of GOD, I charge you to Believe; 
not the Sons of Den, the Worms ſhall eat them, To pray 
believe now, when Chriſt ſeems to give you a nay-fay, is mort 
n was before; die believing, die and Cuuiers - Promiſe i 
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22. K N ; —2 
1. 1delire; I requeſt, I charge your Husband and that Town» 
and for the Truth of the Goſpel. Contend with Chriſt's Ene- 
5; and I pray you, ſhow all Profeſſors, you know, my Caſe, 

me to Praiſe. The Miniſters here envy me, they will have my 

C changed. My Mother hath born me a Man of Contention, 
{one that ſtriveth with the whole Earth. Remember my Love 
our Husband. Grace be with you. ED - ; 
Aberdeen, Jan. 3. 1637. Tours in the Lord, 8. R. 
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Fr., MARION McKNAUGHT,.. 


Loving and dear Siſter f | | 7 ks 
on ace, Mercy and Peace be to Tou: Your Letter hath refreſhed | 
oF ty Soul: You ſhall not have my advice te maxe haſte to go out 
\ooffthat Town; for if you remove out of Kirkcndbright,they will ea- 
auff undo all: You are at Gop's Work, and in his way there: be 
coftong in the LORD : the Devil is weaker than you are, becauſe - 
y wlfonget is he that is in you, than he that is in the Worlds Your 
Kine of and Love ſhewed towards me, now a Priſoner of Chriſt, is 
to Mid up for you in Heaven, and you ſhall know, that it is come up in 
ny M:membrance before God. Pray, pray for my deſolate Flock, and 
:e them your Counfel, when you meet with any of them. It ſhall 
ts, em Grief to hear; that a Wolf enter in upon my Labours ; but 
lee Lozp permit it, I muſt be ſilent. My skie will clear; for 
y pier layeth my Head in his Boſom, and admitteth me to lean - 
jonMicre. 1 never knewbefore, what his Love was in ſuch a meaſure. 
off he leave me, he leaves me in Pain, and fickof Love: and yet 
vaily Sickneſs is my Life andHealth : - I havea Fire within me: I de- 
offical the Devils in Hell, and all the Prelats in Scotland to caſt wa- 
ur Het on it: I Rejoice at your Courage & Faith. Pray till, as if I 
fo ere on my Journey to come, and he your Paſtor: What iron Gates 
Han Bars are able to ſtand it out againſt Chriſt; For when he bloweth, 
r, ey open to him: 1 remember your Husband. Grace, Grace be 


th vou. | _ | | 
Aberdeen, March, 11: 1637: 7: © Tours in his Sweet 
| „ Tord Feſus, 8. R. 
"_ Fer GRISSAL FULLER TT OUN.. 
thele | | 1 | 
me, ol Miſtreſs ; : | | | | : 
they Emembering well what Relation I had to your (now bleſſed. 


'myE 
ve; 

pray 
mor 
e il 


and perfected with Glory) dear Mether,and being confident - 
urſelf looks that way, which (except Ibe eternally loſt ) is the 

of Peace and of Life, Iſhould he ungrate to forget thoſe, whom 
aknothing to you of the preſent {ad differences; but if I have, or 
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ever had any nearnels to GOD, that other way, which I cruit chr 
never follow, is the way of man; and for the preſent powers, | 0&1 is « 
fiom them, and look for more : God hath a controverſy with the om! 
and my Soul enter not into their ſecreets. Only I ſhould beſeiucho! 
requeſſ, and obteſt you in the Lozp, and by your appearance M em a 
fore Chriſt, follow the way of the Loxp; and the ſteps trode byi ca 


gracious in. that Place, which the Loxp followed with Life y 
Power, My Heart is filled with Sorrow, conſidering what com 
nion with God ſome of that Countrey had, and how much theyy 


ime ; 
ho da 
Fa. 


in edifying and helping. one another in his way, and how little Wien v 
that there is now in that Countrey. Your Mother keeped in I eep i! 
in that place, and quickened many about her, to the ſeeking of on. 
My deſire to you is, that you would ſuceeed her in that way, ovet 
be letting a word fall to your Brethren and others, that may od, 
courage them to look toward the way of God; you will hzvenn nde 
of it ere be long: See how you may have a gracious Miniſter, him 
no Neutral there, to ſucceed and follow the ſetvant of God, e lol: 
aſleep in the Loxd, There is a great and wide difference betuei ing. 


Name of godlineſs, and the power of Godlineſs: that is ho Abe 
when there are feweſt Witneſſes. The Deadteſs upon many, 4 
tie Defection of the Land is great, Bleſſed are they who ſeek l 
Lon and his Face. I ſhallentreat you to remember me to j 
Ha band and all Friends: I deſite to forget none, who ate 


CHRIsT, 


Edinburgh, March 14. 1653: Teriy Brother in tl. 
8 | LORD, S: R, I 
2 3 = SE Zr, Rag 
f | * 
To a Gentle- Woman, | tte 
1 Beſeech you have me excuſed, if the daylie Imployments of u 
A calling ſhall hinder me to ſee you, according as I would wif; ern. 
I dare not go abroad, ſince many ot my People are ſick, andy | 
time of out communion draws near: but frequent the company Pein 


your worthy and Honeſt hearted Paſtor Mr. Robere, to whom 
Lon hath given the Tongue of the Learned, to miniſter a We 
in due Seaſon to the weary. Remember me to him, and toy 


1 
were! 


Ctol; 


FHasband, The Lord Jxsvs be with your Spirit. Nam 
* Nur affetionate Friend, 8. N. - 

| M1 
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Fer WILLIAM FULLERARTOUN 

| TFrovoſt of Kirkewdbright. 9 

Much honoured and very dear Frina. 
7A Race, Mercy and Peace be to you, I am in good Caſe, dit 
be the Loxb, remaining here in this uncouth Town ail 


} 


f «na 22 7 | 
2 a hilt. 77. A Letters; | | 

Chriſt and his Truth; and Iam not afhatned ef his Eroſs, my 

lis eomforted with the conſolations of his ſweet Preſence, for 
dom! Suffer learneſtly entreat vou, to give your Honour and 
chority to Chriſt, and for Chriſt; and be not diſmayed for 
lem and Blood, while you are for the Lond, and for his Truth 
Cauſe, And howbeit we fee Truth put to the Worſe for the 
me; yetChriſt will be a Friend to Truth, and will do for thoſe, 
bo dare hazard all that they have for him and for his Glory. Sir, 

; Fair day is coming, and the Court will change, and Wicked 
len will Weep Afternoon, and Sorer than the Sons of GOD, wha 
epin the morning. Let us Believe and hope, for Gop's Salva- 
on. ir, I hope I need not Write to you, for your Kindneſs and 
dye to my Brother, who is now to be diſtreſſed for the Truth of 
0D, alſwell as Iam. I think my ſelf obliged to pray for you, 
nd your worthy and kind Bed- fellow and Children; for your Love 
him and me alſo. I hope your Pains for us in Chriſt ſhall not 
eloſed. Thus recommending you to the tender Mercy and lo- 
ing kindneis of God, Ireſt. 57 "OT 
Aberdeen, Sept. 218 1636. Tour very Loving and Afefdionats 

. | | Byother, S. R. 
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| Foy the Right Heneurablo, e 
My Lady Viſcounteſs of K E N MU RE. 


ö 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to your La. I long to hear from 
you, and that dear Child; and for that cauſe 1 trouble you with 
ters, Iam for the preſent thinking, the Sparrows and the Swal- 
ows, that build their Nefts in Fnworh, bleſſed Birds. The Loup 
athmade all myCongregation deſolate; Alas lam oft at this, 
leu me wherefore thou content wich me. O Earth, Earth; co- 
der not the violence done to me. I know it is my Faithleſs Jea- 
oaly, in this my dark Night, to take a Friend for a Foe; yet hath ' 
not my LORD made any Plea with me. I chide with him, but he 
piveth me fair Words, ſeing my Sins and the Sins of my Youth de- 
ſerved ſtroaks: how am Sliged tomy Loxp, whoamongſt many 
Ctoſs hath given mea wailed and a choſen Croſs, to ſuffer for the 
Name of my Loxp Ixsus? Since Imuſt have Chains, he would put 
golden Chains on me, Watered over with many conſolations. See- 
ng Imuſt have forrow ( for I have ſinned, O preſerver of Mankind) 
he hath wailed out for me joyfut forrow, honeſt, ſpiritual and 
plorious Sorrow. My Croſſes come through Mercy and Loves fing- 
ts, from the kind Heart of a Brother, Chriſt my Loxp; and there- 
ſore they muſt de Sweet and Suggared. O what am I; ſuch a Lump, 
uch à rotten Maſs of ſin, to be counted a Bairn worthy to be nur- 
ec and ſtricken with the beſt, and moſt honourable Rod in m 
nber: Houſe. The golden Rod, wherewith my eldeſt- Brother, 


the 


4868 Mr. Rutherford s Epiſt. 
the Lok p, Heir of the Inheritance, and his Faithful Witneſſegif 
Stricken withal. It would be thought I ſhould be thankful and 
joyce; but myBeholders and Lovers of Chriſt have eyes of p14 
and have made my one, tobe ten. And I am ſome Body in t 
Books: my Witneſs is above, there are Armies of Thon 8 
vithin me, ſaying the contrair, and laughing at their wide mig1 
If my inner fide were ſeen, my Dung would Fink, I would loſea 
forfeit Love and ReſpeR,atthe Hands of any that love GOD: 1 
would come in the Place of theſe. ' O if they would yet ſet me low 
and my welbeloved Cunxisr Higher? I would I had Grace x 
Strength of my Loxp, to be joy ful and contentedly glad and cher 
ful, that GOD's Glory might Ride and openlie Triumph dest 
view of Men, Angels, Devils, Earth, Heaven, Hell, Sun, Miy 
and all Gops Creatures, upon my Pain and Sufferings, providy 
always, I felt not the LoxpsHatrted and Diſpleaſure. But | feat 
fair Glory be but foiled, in coming through ſuch a foul Creatye 
lam. If I could be the Sinleſs matter of Glorifying Chriſt, hond 
to my Loſs, Pain, Sufferings, and Extremitie of wretchedneſs, k 
would my Soul Rejoyce; but I am far, far from this: he know 
his Love hath made me a Priſoner, and bound me Hand and Fo 
but it is my pain, that I cannot win looſe, nor get looſe Hands 
a looſed Heart, to do ſervice to my Lon D Jeſas, and to ſpeak | 
Love, I confeſs have neither Tongue nor Pen to do it. Chi 
Love is more than my Praiſes, and above the Thoughts of the x 
gel Gabriel, and all the mighty Hoſts that ſtand before the Thug 
of Gov. Ithink ſhame, I am ſad and caſt down to think, that 
foul Tongue, and my polluted Heart ſhould come in to helpoth 
to ſing aloud the Praiſes of the Love of Chriſt all 1 dow do 
to wiſh the quiet to grow throng, and to gro in the extolling 
Chriſt. Woe, woe is me, for my guiltineſs ſeen to few: my h 
den Wounds ſtill Bleeding within me, are before the Eyes ofi 
Men; but if my ſweeteſt Lord Jeſus were not ſtill Bathing, way 
balming, healing and binding 5 Ab, they mould rot, audit 
out to my ſhame, I know not what will be ĩhe End of my Suitery 
I have but ſeen the one fide of my Croſs, what will be the ot 
ſide he knoweth, who hath his Fire in Zjas: Let him lead my, 
it were thorow Hell. Ithank my Lozp, my onwaiting and 0 
ing my Peace, as I dow, to ſee what mo eChaih will do to me, f 
Joy. Oh if my Eaſe, Joy, Pleaſure for eveimoxe, were la 
Wodſet, and in Pledge to buy Praiſes to CnRIis r But I zu 
from this. It is eaſie for a poor Soul in the deepDebt ofChtilis1 
to ſpit fartherthan he dow leap or jump, and to feed upon WW 
Wiſhes that Chriſt may be honoured, but in pertormancel 
 Aatknought. I have nothing, nothing to give Cnkisr, bit) 
yerty, except he would compt ile and arfeiſt my Soul, and Mſy 
[ oh, oh if he woulgdothat ! } I have nothing for * He! 
indeed ſeiſe upon à divours Pexſan, Soul ang Body; by: be! 


no goods for Chriſt to medle with. But how glad mould my 
be,ut he would torfeit my Le, add neue; fur ine it AGAR: , 


ould be glad to hear, that Chriſts claim to you were ſtill the 
re, and that you were ti going forward, and that you were 
arethim. I dow not honour Chriſt my ſelf, bat I wiſh all others 
makeſale to Chriſts houſe ; I would 1 could invite you to go into 
u Welbeloveds Houſe of Wine, and that upon my Word; you 
11d then ſee a new myſtery of Love in Chriſt, you never ſaw be- 
e, Iam ſomewhat encouraged that your La. is not dry and cold 
Chriſts Priſoner, as ſome are. I hope it is put up in my Maſters 
unt Book. I am not much grieved, that my jealous Husband 
kin pieces my Idols, that either they dare not, or will not do 
me, My Maſter needeth not their Help, but they need to be 
at Seryiceable as to help him. Madam, I haye been that bold as 
put you, and that Sweet Child, in the Prayers of Mr. Andrew 
ut. Mr. James Martin, the Ladie Leyes, and ſome others in 
is Countrie that trulie love Chriſt: be pleaſed to let me hear 
u the Child is. The Bleſſings that came upon the Head of Foſeph, 
dthe top of the Head ot him, who was ſeparated from his Brethren, 
d the good will of him who dwelt in theBuſh,be ſeen upon him and 
u. Madam, I can ſay by ſome little experience, more now than 
fore, of Chriſt to you. I am till upen this, that if you ſeck there 
ſe, a hidden Treaſure and a Gold Mine in Chriſt, you never yet 
xv, then come and ſee. Thus recommending you to God's dear- 
Mercie, I reſt. | | 


Your .own in his ſweet Loyd Feſms 
: . at ail ebedience, S. R. 

y Ladie Marſhall is verie kind 

tome, and her Son alſo. 

erdeen 17. July, 1637. 
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| For the right Honourable, FRET 
My Lady Viconnteſs of K EN MUR E. 


My very Noble and deat Lady, | | 

dRace, Mercie and Peace be to you: The Lonp has brought me 
ſafelie to Aberdeen: I have gotten Lodging in the Hearts of all 

neet with : no Face that has not ſmiled upon me; onlie the In- 

ellers of this Town are dry, cold, and general, they conſiſt of 


unted no Wiſdom here to countenance a confined and ſilenced Mi- 
ſter! But, the ſhame of Chriſts Croſs ſhall not be my ſhame. 
peencberries attempt ſeems to ſleep, becauſe the B. of Galloway 
ispleaſed to ſay to the Treaſurer, I had committed Treaſon,which 


Ilnot have me to Anchor my Soul upon falſe Ground, or upon 
eh andBlood ; it is better, it be faſtned Mthin the Vail. I find 
019 Challenges reviving again, and my Love often - jealous of 


83253 


ppiſts, and Men of Gelie's Mettal, fiimin no Religion; and it's 


od blunted the Treaſurers borrowed Zeal, So I thank God, wo 


8 > Chriſts 
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43s Mr. Rerberfoord's Epi, Whit: 
Chfiſts Love, when I look upon my own guiltineſs: Ang 1 

lie think, the World has too ſoft anOpinion of the Gate toHeg 
and that manie ſhall get a Blind and fad Beguile for Heaven; 
there is more ado then a cold and frozen Lord, Lord: it my 
a way narrower and ſtraitet than we conceive 2 for the Ris) 
ous ſhall ſcarcelie be ſaved. It were good to take a more judicj 
View of Chriſt ianitie; for J have beendoubting, if ever I kney 
more of Chtiſtian it ie, than the Letters of the Name. T1! not 
on my Loxp, I find often much joy, and unſpeakable comfon, 
his ſu vet Preſence, who ſent me hither: and 1 truſt this Houſ 
my Pilgrimage, gall be my Palace, my garden of delights: | 
that Chriſt will be kind to poor fold Feſeph, who is ſeparated fy 


His Brethren, I would be ſometimes too hot, and too joyful; 2 
the Heatt- breaks at the Remembrance of fin, and fair, fait N * 
days with King Jeſus, did not cool me, and ſowre my ſweet j * 
Oh! how ſweet is the Love of Chriſt ! and how Wiſe is that 10 3 
But let Faith friſt and truſt a while, it's no reaſon Sons offend, . p 
the Father giveth them not twice a Year Hire, as he doth to H 
Servaats; better Gods Heirs live upon Hope than upon Hire, | * 
dam, your Ladiſhip knoweth what Shriſt hath done, to hae © 
your Love. Aud that he alloweth not his Love upon your ill” 7 
Child keep good Quarters with Chriſt in your Love 1 ye 3 
think Chriſt hath ſaid, I muſt needs force have Jean Campbell fot 3 
ſelf; and he hath laid manie Oars in the Water to tiſn and .“ 
home- over your Heart to Heaven. Let him have his Prey: hei | 
think you well win, when he hath gotten you +. it is good to! Cob 
recourſe often, and to have the Door open to our ſtröng- hold; e 
the Sword of the Lord, the Sword of the Lord, is for Scetlend! Hear 
yet two ot three Berries fhall be left in the top of the Olive tree, - 
a Word can do my Brother good in his diſtreſs, I know your Lal?" 
will be willing and readie to ſpeakit, and more alſo. Nos the ce 
lie wiſe Cop, and your onlie, onlie one. he v'ho dwelt in the en 
be with you. 1 Write manie Kiſſes and manie bleſſings in Chil Jothe 
your dear Child, the Bleſſings of his Fathers God, the Bleſſing i 
to the Fatherleſs and the Widow be yours and his. wh 
Aberdeen, Tony Ladiſhip in his el, only LORD JESUS, x : 
POSTSCRIPT. 4% 
MADAM, | 1 iſt, 
B plealedar a fit time, to try my Lord of Lern his mind” + 
lis Lordſhip would be pleaſed, that I dedicate another work 
gainſt the Arminia us to his honourable Name. For houiel 
would eompare no Patron to his Lordſhip, and tho I have ſuffi 
Experience of his Love; yet it's poſſible, his Lordſhip. think it : 
q' 


expedient at this ting, but I expect your Ladiſhips anſwer: 
hope your Ladiſhip will be plain, | | 


id. 45, 50. Tetters 


For the right Honeurable My Lady B OI D. 


Le D A ; 5 

digg doudr not but the Debt of many; more than ordinary Favours 

en e his Land, lays Guiſtineſs upon this Nation: The Lon has 

not t urin his Books as a Favoured People, in the fight of the Nations, 

4 ne pay not to him the Rent of the Vineyard, and we might have 
. 


4a Goſpel at an eaſter Rate, than this Goſpel ; but it ould have 
but as much Life as Ink and Paper has: we ſtand pon by to 
m, who has in a mannet forced his Love on us, and . would but 
e us againſt our will. Anent read Prayers, Madam, I could 
er ſee Precept, Promiſe or Practice for them in Gop's Word: 
Church never allowed them, but Men took thein up at their 
nchoice: the Word of Gop makes reading, 1 Tim. 4. 13; And 
vying, 1 Theſ. 52 17. Two different Worſhips; in reading Gon 
as tous, 2 Kings 22. 10, It, In praying we ſpeak to Gor, 
221 2: Fſalms 28: 1: had never Faith to think well of them. 
my weak Judgment, it were good they were out of the Service of 
d: Icannot think them a Fruit or Effect of rhe Spirit of Adop- 
n, Seeing the uſer cannot ſuy of ſuch Prayers, Les the Words of 
„ enth and the Meditations of my Hears be acceptable in thy 
, 0 LORD my fireugth and my Redeemer, which the Servants 
Gop ought to ſay of their Prayers, Pſalm. 19: 14: For ſuch 
ners are meditations ſer down in Paper and Ink, and cannot be 


w Hearts Meditations who uſeth them: theSaints never uſed them. 
co op never commanded them, and aPromile to hear any Prayers, 
er: the pouring out of the Soul to Gop. ve can nevereRead. As 


Separation from a Worſhip for ſome Errours of a Church, the 
ependency of ſingle Congregations, a Church of viſible Saints. 
JotherTenets of Breuniſts, they are contrair to Gop's Word, 1 
eaTreatiſe at the preſs at Lendonagainft theſe conceits,as things 
ich Want Gods Word to warcand them; the TokD lay-it not to 
it Charge, who depart from the Covenant of Gop with this 
d, to follow ſuch lying vanities... Idid ſee Jately your Daugh- 
the Lady Ardroſs, the Lord has given her a Child and Delive- 
E Now recommending your Ladyſhip to the rich Grace of 
iſt, Lreſt. | 


and Andr. Yowrs at all reſpective obſervante. in Chris, 8. R, 
work ER | 2 
whel | oo & 

uffich 7 JOHN HENDERSON os Ruſco. 


cit | 
ling Friend, 8 | 2 | 
itneftly defire your Salvation: know the Lon, and ſeek 


bar; you have 2 Soul that cannot Dye; lee for a — 5 
| OR 


484 Mr. Ratherfoord's: Epil, i” 
tor your Poor Soul: For that Houſe of Clay will fall: Heazes 
nothing, either Chriſt or nothing: uſe Prayer in your Houſe, 
ſer your thoughts often upon Death and Judgment: it's d 
rous to be looſe, in the matter of your Salvation: few are (qr 
Men go to Heaven in one's or two's, and the whole World lies i 
Love your Enemies, and Rand by the Truth. I have taught you 
all things: Fear not Men, but let Gon be your Fear: your Ty 
AK long: make the ſeeking of Chriſt your dayly Task: 
may, when ye arejin the Fields, ſpeak to Gop: ſeck a brokenyy 
for ſin ; for without that there is no meeting with Chriſt, J 
this to your Wife, alſwel as to your ſelf, I deſire your Ser. inf 
fears and doubt ings to faſten her Grips on Chriſt's Love, i 
bid her to doubt, for Chriſt loves her, and hath her Name y; 
ten in his Book, her Salvation is fait coming, Caxisr her Loy 
net flow in coming, not ſlack in his Promife.. Grace be 
you. | | 


e Tier Leving Peu, , 


* 


AM ES MURRAPS Vito 


— 


ths. 


My very dear and Worthy Siſter; 5 8 
YE in the LORD, however a Sowre W 
gloum and frown on you; if ye continue in the Faith, ſet 
and Grounded, and be not moved away from the Hope ofthe ( 
pel. It is good there is a Heaven, and it is not a Night dieam 
a Fancy. Its a wonder that Men deny not, there is a Heaven, 2x0 
deny there is any way to it, but of Mens making. Lou have 
ned of Chriſt, that there is a Heaven, contend for it, & for chtiſt 
well & ſubmiſſively the hatd I hruſt of this Step- mother World 

. God will not have to be yours, Iconfeſs it is hard, and u 
Gop 1 were able to lighten you of your Burthen; but beliexe 
this World, which the Loxp will not have to be yours, is but 
Droſs, Refuſe, and Scum of God's Creation. the portion d 
LORD's Poor Hired Seryants, the Moveables, not the Hetit 
A hard Bone caſt to the Dogs, holden out of the new Jen 
whereuvon they rather break their Teeth, than ſatisfie theit i 
tite. It's your Fathers bleſſing, and Chiiſts Birthright, thi 
LokD is keeping for you: and peiſwade your ſelf allo, ( iti 
ood for them and you) your ſeed alſo ſhall inherit the E 
or that is promiſedto them, and Gop's Bond is as good; ul 
would give every one of them a Bond for thouſagd thou 
Ere ye were Born, Croſſes in number, meaſure and weigit 
written for you; and your Loxb will lead you therow them. 1 50 
Chriſt ſure, and the World and the zleſſings of the Earth i 
Chriſts Back and Beck. I ſeg many Profeſſors: for dhe fi 
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teſſors of Glaſs, I would make a little knock of perſecution ding 
n into Pieces, and the World ſhould laugh at the ſheards, 
retore make faſt Work : ſee that Chriſt be the Groundſtone of 
\rProfeſſion: the ſore Wind and Rain will not waſh away his 
dings his Work has no leſs Date, nor to ſtand for evermore. I 


11d twenty times have periſhed in my Affliction, if I hadn N 
tu emp Weak Back, and my preſſing burden 12 the fon. 
Te corner: ſtone laid in Zion. I am nòdt twice Fain [as the Proverb 
*: n but once and forever, of this Stone. New the Gop of Peace 
ul :blih you to the day of the appearance of Jesvs Cunisr. 
IS. Andrews. ö | Towrs, 8. N. 
516 8 — 

e For the Right Hononrable, | 
Lon My Lady Viſcounteſsef K EN MU RE. 


ADA M; | 8 

ace, Mercy and peace to vou. J am glad to hear that your 
Ladyſh ip is in any tolerable health; and ſhall pray, thatlthe LoD 
ay be your Strength and Rock. Sure I am, he took you out of the 
ſomb; and you have been caſten on him from the Breaſts s I am 
nfdent, he ſhall not leave you till he Crown the begun Work in 
ju, there is nothing here but diviſions in the Church andAſlſembly. 
| rbefide Brownifts, and Independents : [who of all that differ 
om us, come neareſt to Walkers with Gop } there are many other 


, ſei as here of Aaabaptiſis, Libertines who are for all Opinions in Re- 
ne ion; Fleibly and abominable Aa tinemians, and Seekers, who 
ame for no Church ordinances, but expect Apoſtles to come, and re- 


aim Churches, and a World of others, all 1 the Governe 

ent by Presbyteries. Luther oblerved when heStudied toReform, 
t to and thirty ſundry Sects aroſe, of all which l I have named 
t apart ] except theſe called Seekers, who were not then ariſen: 
laid, God ſhould cruſ them, and that they ſhould riſe again, 
th which we {ee accompliſhed. In the Aſſembly we have now 


but ll acat ended the Government, and are upon the power of Synods, 
| of dl hope near at an end with them, and ſol truſt to be delivered 
dein this Priſon ſhortlie. The King bath diflolved the Treaty of 


ce at Uxbridge, and adheres to his ſweet Pre/ats, and would a- 
ke nothing, but a little of the Kigour of theit Courts, and a Suſ- 
iding of Laws againſt Ceremonies, not ataking away of them. 
he not proſpering of your Armies there in Scotland, is aſcribed 
Ke, to the ſins of che Land, and Particularly to the Diviſions, 
dBacklidings of many from the Cauſe, and the not executing 
Juſtice againſt Bloody Malignants. My Wife, here under the 
\ylicians, remembers her Service to your Ladyſhip: ſo recommen- 
jou to the Rich Grace of CuRIST, I reſt, : 1 
Lunden, March 4. 1644 Tor Ladyſhips at all obedience in 
© | - Chriſt, 8. * 
or 


FL 
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For the Right Honourable My Lady B OY db. 


M AD A M; 3 
Ace, Mercy and Peace to you. I received your Letter on May yy 

| We ate here debating, with much Contention of Diſputes, fu 
the juſt Meaſures of the Lonp's Temple. It pleaſeth Goy, ty 
ſometimes Enemies hinder the Building ofthe Loxv's Houle; by 
now Friends, even gracious Men ( ſo'Tconceive of them) do note 
little hinder the Work. Thomas Godwin, Feremiah Barreaghi yj 
ſome others, four or five, who are for the Independent Way, ay 
in our way, and are mighty oppelite to eresbyterial Governmey 
We have cartied through ſome propoſitions for the Seriptute, Rig 
of Presbytery, eſpecially in the Church of Jeruſalem: Ads rau 
4, and 5, and 6, and 15: And the Church of Epheſus, and are go 
ing upon other Grounds of Truth, and by the way have proven,thy 
Ordinationof paſtors belongs not to a ſingle Congregation, but to 
a Colledge of presbyters, whoſe it is, to lay Hands upon Timothy 
and others, 1 Tim: 4: 14: 1 Tim: 5:17: Afs:13: 1, 2,3. Aly 
5,5. We are to prove that one ſingle Cong regation has not pont 
to Excommunicate, which is oppoſed not only by Independent Men, 
but by many others, the Truth is, we have many and grieved yi 
rits, with the Work: and for my Part, I often Deſpair of the Re 
formation of this Land, which ſaw never any thjng, but the high 
Places of tlrꝛir Fathers, and the remnants of Babylons pollutions and 
except that, not by Might, nor by rower, but by the Spitit of the 
Lord, I ſhould think God has not yet thought it time for Eng 


Deliverance; for the Truth is, the beſt of them almoſt have {aid, H 

à⁊ half Reformation is very fait at the firſt, which is no other thing, Ib: 
than, it is not yet time to Build the Houſe of the LORD; and for We mo 
that Cauſe many Houſes great and fair in the Land are la id deſolate, WMThoi 
Multitudes of Anabeptifis, Antinomians, Familiſis, Separatiſi M an 
ate here: the beſt of the eeople are the Independent Way: as for MW! vit 
my ſelf, I know no more if there be a ſound Chriſtian ( ſetting aſi: {Wſoun 
ſome, yea nota Few learned, ſome zealous and faithful Miniſter, WW! a 
whom I have met with) at Lendon Tag I doubt not but there are Wie g: 
many) then if 1 were in Spain, which makes me blefs Gov, that We, a 
the Communion of Saints how deſireable ſoever, yet is not the i con 
thing, even that 2 thing, Chriſt, and Remiſſion ofisins. If ont 
Ixsus were uncouth, as his members are here, I ſhould be in a ſad wat 
and heavy condition; The Houſe of peers ate rotten Men, and dye h 
hate our Commiſſioners and our Cauſe both: The Life that is, is WW | 
in the Houſe of Commons, and many of them alſo have thei: Re- ha. 


ligion to choiſe. The Sorrows ofa Tr availing Woman are come on 
the Land: our Army is lying about Tork, and have blocked u 
them of Newcaſtle, and ſix thouſand Papiſts:and Malignants, vi 
Mt. Thomas Syd/erf, and ſome Scotiſh Preiats: and it Gon del. 

| | Vt 


iſt, 54+ Letters, 487 
them into their Hands, conſidering how ſtcong the parliaments 
nies are, how many Victories Gop has given them, ſince they 
ered in Covenant with him, and how weak the King is] It ma 
bought che Land is near a Deliverance ; but 1 rather deſire it, 
believe it. We offered this day to the Aſſembly a part of a 
tory for Worſhip, to ſhoulder out the Service Book: it is ta- 
into conſideration by the Aſlemb!y, Your Son Lindſa y is well, 
eive Letters from him, almoſt every Week. | | 
Londen, 25. May. Tours atallobediencein GOD, S. R. 


ſl, ** 


— 


For the Right Honewrable Lady, 
My Lady KENMURE, 
MAD 4M, 5 3 
ma little moved at your Infitmitie of Bodie and Health; 1 
ope it is to you a real warning. And if in this Life only ve 


ute hope, we ſhould be of all Men the moſt miſerable. Sure the 
nach ic Generations of the Seekers of the Face of Faceb's God, muſt © 
9; aa Life, above the things that are now much taking with us; 
one 25, to ſee the Sun, to enjoy this Life in health, and ſome good 
Men, ra) Accommodations too. And if we be making that ſure, it is 
pil Wiſdom. The times would make any that Love the Loxp ſick 
Re aint, to conſider how Iniquitie abounds, and how dull we are in 


wing fins in our ſelves, and how quichſighted to find them 
inothers, and what Bondage we are in; and yet very oft, when 
omplain of Times, we are ſecretly ſlandering the Loxy's Work 


and; WM viſe Government of the World, and raiſing a hard Report of 
laid, . He is good and does good, and all his ways are egaal. Ma- 
ing, | have been to ſome other ſ oh if I could to myself] holding out 


fore more of this, to read and ſtudy God well, and make the ſeri- 
late, Thoughts of a CO D- Head and a G0 D- Head in CHRIST the 


tif k and che only Work, all the Day. Qh we are little with God! and 
for ll vithourGop,we ſleep and wake without him; we eat, we ſpeak, 
lid: Nouney, we go about Worldly Buſineſs and our Calling without 
ters, : and confidering what Deadneſs is upon the Hearts of many, 


le good that ſome did not Pray without Gop, and Preach and 
ſe, and Read and confer of GOD without GOD. It. is univer- 
complained of, that there is a ſtrangeDeadneſs,ypon theLand, 
on the Hearts of his people. Oh if we could help it! But he 
fad vaters every Moment his Garden of red Wine muſt help it. 1 
and e he will burn the Briers and the Thorns, that come againſt 
j deſire to remember your Ladiſhip to GOD, but little can 
Re- hat way. His everlaſting good Will be with you. | 
on WW Ares, 24. July. Tours inthe Lord Jeſus, S, R. 


83 Mr. Ruboforls Piltz 
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For the right Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, the Lady 
K ENMURE, | 


AD MAG > | PR | 
6 Mercy and peace be to you: the Lon is Gracious, 
V keeps your Ladyſhip in the Furnace, when many put out 
Hand to Iniquity one way or other. We are now ſhouldetinp 
caſting down one another in the Dark, and the Godlie hiddenf 
the Godlie. We make our own Chains heavier, by joyning y 
the LORD's Enemies. Hence new Sufferings to all, that dit 
ſay aConfederacy to thoſe, to whom this people ſay a Confede 
nor ſeat their Fear. As that is my exerciſe now, whoam not 
far from being my alone tho l know in whom I have Beliere 
leaſt I ſhould know] in this Place, ſo I am affraid that the d 
there comply with theſe declared Enemies of Go. It will be 
ſtrength to walk between Enemies and Malignants on eithetl 
This is the day of Jacobs trouble, yet theſe dry Bones can andt 
live; I know not if I ſhall fee it, but J hope to take this qui 
and ſilence of Faith, in the moſt of the noiſes of the Alarm fol 
to the Grave with me, that the Loxo ſhall Build upon the Ch 
of Britain and Ireland a palace of Silver, incloſed wich Boardsd 
dar, Dear Madam, faint not, the Night is almoſt gone, fo 
Viſion is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it ſhall Sped 
not lye; tho it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, 
not tarry. Madam, weary not; none can out- bid yout It 

ing in Heaven, there is more given for it by him, who hath be 

ken it for Jean Campbell, and taken it for her, than any can d 

the ranſom of Blood ſtandeth. y Wife remembeteth her Rel 

to your Ladyſhip: the Child is well Ars Guleſpy is well we þ 
but not here. Grace, grace be with yo. 

St, And. 28. Jan. 1653. Tours in his «wn Lord Jeſne Cori. 


* * 


- 


— 


For the Hononrablc and tralyWorthy Collonel GILBERT KR 


Mach honouxed in the LORD, | | 
' OW ir is with you, may appear by yourLetters'to ſomevill 
But it is the complaint o nota few of ſuch, who w 
Ghriſt before me, that moſt of us inhabit and dwell in a par 
Land. The People of the Loxp are like a Land not rained uf 
tho ſome dare not deny, but this is the Garden of the Beloved, 
the Vineyard, that the Lox doth keep and Water every mot 
Yet O where are the forne-times quickening Breathings, and lt 
ences from Heaven, that have refreſhed his hidden ones; 
Caules of his withdrawings are unknown co us: one thing ci 


PY 


enyed, but that ways of high Soveraignity and Peminion of 
ee ale far out Of the fight of Angels and Men; yea and ſo a- 


ithe and Blow upon his Garden ) As he hath put forth a decla- 
on to his hidden ones in Scerland, that Smarting, Wieſtlings, 
ring, Complaining, gracious miſſing, cannot earn the vifits 
on High, nor reach down ſhow res upon the defert. It may be, 
aue ate ſaying in our Graves, our Bones are dry, and our hepe 
that Temporal and Spiritual Deliverance may come both to- 
et; and that he ſhall cauſe us feel both the one way and the 
the good of h's Reign, who ſhortly comes to the Throne, 


water the Earth: Ver. 7. In his days ſhallthe Righteous flou- 
und abundance of peace, ſo long as the Meon endureth: Ver 12. 
halt deliver the needy when he eryeth and the Toor alſo, and him 


hath no helper. Ver. 14 Heſhall reagem their Sul from de- 


U and violence, Aris precious ſhali their Bled be in his fight. 
110 we cannot pra) home a ſweet Seaſon that way; yet CHRIST 


bring Summer with him, when he comes. Fer: 16. There 
U br a handſul of Corn in the Earth uten the top of the Monntains, 
nit thereof ſhal/ ſhake like Lelanen I know not, if 1 apply 


lis ſet over them, even he who ſhall ſtand (O how much do 
je) and feed in the ſtrength of, the Lon, the Iſles (and this 
preateſt of them) ho wait for his Law, are to look for that 
. 34. ver. 26 And Iwill make them and the places round 


every drop of ſuch a ſhowre be! And Hoſ. 147 ver: 5: I will 
the Kew to Iſrael, be ſhallgrow as the Lilly, and caſt forth his 
$165 Lebanen, Ver: 6; His Branches ſhall ſpread, and his beauty 
be at the Olive Tree, and his ſmell as Lebanon And Iſa: 55: 
Infitad of the Thorn, ſhallcomeup the Fir Tree; and inflead 


Dſor a Name, for aneverlaſiing ſign, that ſhall not be cut off. 
ver. 19. Iwill plant in the Wilderneſs the Ceday, the Shitah 
Ne Oyl Tree, Iſa: 44: ver 3: 1 will pour water upon 
that is thirfly, and floods upon the dry Ground. I will peur my 
wen thy Seed and my bleſſing wpen their off-ſpring. And it ſhall 
o loſt labour nor Fruitlets Husbandry, Ver 6: They ſhell ſpring 
ung the Graſs, as willews by the Water coarſes; but when this 
be in Scotland, (and it muſt be) is better to believe than pro- 
and quietly to hope, and fit ſtill, ( for that is yet our 


me wil 


10 * 
| A pale 
ined uf 
loved, 


* lealurely, e . 

4 WE (bis can hardly ſay any thing to us, who do fo much Pleaſe 
ing > "5 in our Deadnels, and are almoſt gone from Godly thirſt 
4 4 


4 aye marred his Influences, and have Got Seconded nor 
* Smiied 


F 57 3 489 


«the fixed way of free prom iſes, ſuch as (tbis do, and he ſhall _ 


1:6; He ſhall come down like rain upon the mowen graſs, as ſhowyes 


phecies as I would, rather than as they are: when the one ſep- 


tmy Hill Bleſſint and I will cauſe the ſhowres to come down in his N 
m. And there ſhall be ſhowres of. Bleſſing, How deſireable 


t Brier ſhall come wp the Mirtle Tree. And it ſhall be to the = 


ith ) than quarrel with him, that the wheels of his Chariot 


ng too, being halt ſatisfied with our witherednets: no 


—— — — 
—— 3 


— . . 
N — — — A "I 

— 
, 


. Strain; who Plalm: 119, doth eight times breathe ont that Stir 


motions, as if they were no better to be Husbanded; but it is gen 


usaled in Chriſt? we dwell far from the Well, and complain hy 


ſhorter. than that a Man can firetch himſelf on it? And the (in 


only He, and there is no He betide him, I.. 43. v. 10, „I/ 45 U 


—— 


pf 


490 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt, g 
Smiled upon his Actings upon us, nor have we been much off 


 Gutcken me, quicken me. So much are we defirous to be ateduyy 
by the Lonxp as Blocks andstones: and fo prodigal are we of ji 


that it is not in our Power, to blaſt and undo his Breathings, by 
his wind bloweth where he liſteth, could we but lean, and caſt! 
quiet Spirit under the dewings, and ſhowrings of hir1, that en 
Moment watereth his Vineyard, how happ7 and Bleſſed were 
We neither open, nor do we diſcern his knocking, nor feel hi 
hand put in through the Key-hole, nor can we give any Spirit 
account of the walkings and motions of Chriſt, when He ſtandsly 
hind the wall, when He comes skipping over the Mountains,vhy 
He comes to his Garden and Feaits, when He feeds among the | 
lies, when His Spiknard caſts a Smell, when He knocks and with 
draws, and is no where to be found. Oh how little a Portion 
Cod do ve ſee? How little ſtudy we God? How rarely tead 
God zor ate verted in the lively Apprehenſions of that great u 
known All in A“, the Glorious Godhead, and the Godhead; 


dryly of our dryneſs and dulnets ; we are rather dry than thitſ, 

Sir, There may be Artificial Pride in tnis Humility ; but for me 
I neither know what He is nor his Son's Name, nor where he duel 
I- hear Report of Chriſt great enough, and that is all. O What i 
nearneſs to him? What is that, to bein GOD, to dwell in G00 
What a Houſe muſt that be, 1 Jen 4: ber: 13: How far are ſom 
from their Houſe and Home? How ill acquaint with the Room 
Manſions, - Safety, and Sweetneſs of Holy Security to be found i 
Gop ? O what Eſtrangement!- What wandering ! What frequen 
converſing with ſelf and with the Creature! 75s net here the le 


rin? narrower, than that he can wrap himſelf in it? ſa: 18: ut Dt 
When ſhall we attain to a living in only, only Ged? And h 
eſtranged from all the poo: Created nothings, the Painted fade 


beings ot Yeſterday, which an Hour and leſs before Creatio 


were dark waſte negatives, and empty nethings and ſhould ſo ku 
been for Eternity, had the Lonv ſuffered them to lie there {ot cit 
Itis He, the great He, whe ſitteth npow the circle of ti 
Earth (of the World) and the Inhabitants thereof are 41 Graf 
Hepers, that firetcheth eut the Heavens as a@uriain, and ſpread 
them out a arent to dwell in that bringeth thePrinees to mothing 4 
maketh the Judges of the larthas Vanity Iſa 407 ver. 22,23. Andie 


5: Men or Angels, the) are not any of them an He to him. But a 11910þ 
breathing, dieing gething is man at his-beſt,a ſick Clay vanit) 
the Angel :e him but a more excellent, living and underſtan * 
nething; yet we live at a diſtance from him, and we die and wita 
when we are out of God; oh if we knew how nothing we are Wil 


| | | > cheared 4 
our him! Sir, we deſite io mind your bonds, & are chen 


4 iſt, 58, 59. Letters. 497 
hi .ethed, that we hear of a of his manifeſtations, and his oac- 
ings, which are prepared as the merning to you. We hope, nor 
ed we deſite you not to faint,and are contident that the anointing. 
at abides in ycu, teaches you ſo much; wait upon the ſpeaking 
ſton, behold he comes, behold his Reward is with him, and his 
ork before him. The only wiſe Gop ſtrengthen you with all 
joht, aceording to his glorious power, unto all patience and long- 
tering with joyfulneſs. 8 

And. Jul. 1653, Tears at allobſervance in the L, Jeſuss S. R. 


ut 
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ob For Mr. di O HN S CO T, at Oæname. 

he 3” | PI: 

x | Reverend and dear Brother; . 
vn z from C. K. a teſtimony of your Presbytery againſt To- 


2n of 1eration 3 in which you have been Inftzumental : the Lord give 
ngth to do more I think it both rare and neceſſary, and would 
t u eount it a great mercy, if there were an addition of a Pefiſcripe 


xd Win divers Miniſters and Elders, cut of all the Shires of Sce: land. 
nis really the mind of all the Godiy and tender in this Lend. 
irs believed by ſome that the proteſting party has quite given over 
e C2uiſe ; 1 hope it is not ſo; but the Lok ſhall be yet vito- 


wel 
hat 1 
GOD 
ſon 
00M 
und if 


us in his moſt deſpiſed ones. Our Darkneſs is great, and thick, 
there is much deadneſs; yet the Cod hall be our light. Thus 
ommending you to his grace, whoſe yon are. lam. 1 
Andrews, Apt: 2: 16358. Par own Brother in th: L. S. R. 


* — 
— — 


equen 5 | 5 | 0 

+ M For Mr. JOHN $8 CO T, at Oxname. 

( | fa $a 5 

. e Der Brothers 35 EF. - 5 
udn not; but be ſtrong in the Lonp and in the Power of his 
ada it. I look in it as a rich Mercy, that the Loxo is with you, 


ugtneaing jou, to quicken Fainters, to warm and warn any tual 


reatio | | 

d eld or deadned, or who deaden others. Believe, it will be yout 

r erer ee cad; the times are ſad ; yerl pertwade my ieif, the 
Fin notar, but will ipeak, The Logo will loote our cap- 
Cra -2 4s. O bleſſed he, tho alone, who is found fait aud con- 


a, or the deficeable intereſt of Chtiſt. A7 humble adyice 
be, that) ou ſee to the placing of the Deacon and Ruling Cle 
1He th? 2f 00 any thing, that may weaken the Diſcipline : our ſecenA 

of Diſcipline would be heeded, Seſſions purged. On! Cate 


4) v | » * 2 ,* * * 

living W cifenal viſiting and ſpeaking to them /igillatim, concex- 
g } 3.Þ a - k n 3 S , ' . 4 
ity 34 theilt iatereſt in CHRIST, aud a Rate of Convertton, is Intle hu 
rand The practice of Familie Fiſts is ſcarce known to be an 


wich ance of Gov, It were good you * would confer with Godly 


re wil SU P.iYaceyCOnCerniug the promoving of Godlineſs, con- 
n 10 + ob „ 3 3 - * i » þ n « * p 
red 0 We CRIN1LAN CODLvCLCiICE and praying togetner, welſhiping of 


eitel 2 2 GyD 
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29% : Mr Abbtfos Epiſt. 66,6; 
God in Families and ſolitary Fatts, To his Grace, who canding 


quicken and ſtrengthen you, I commend you, and am, 
Se. Andrews, Neer loving Brother, S R, 


n 4 


— 


' For Mr JOHN S CO, at Oxname, 
| Reverend and dear Broth:ry, | | 
Our letter, that came unto me of Auguſt 2. To be at Züinlunt 
1 upon Ag. 2 was unknown to me by the Subſctiption;by 
lince it was written for ſo honourable and watrantable a Truth f 
Cunisr, as a Teſtimony againil Toleratien if my health would hay 
permitted, and my dayly menacivg Gravel, I ſnodld have comey 
Edinburgh, What either Counſel, Countenance, or clearing you 
cou'd have had from the like of me, I cannot ſay, nor date 1ipetk 
much but with a reſerve of the help of his Grace, I deſit 
to deſire and purpoſe by ſtrength from above, to on thy 
| Cauſe, and to joyn with you, and ſome in this Church 
I beſides hog Preſbytery, who will own that Cauſe, | 
ſtrong in the Lok p, and in the Power of his might. This cloud ail 
over: could we live by Faith and wait on a ſpeaking and a ſeeming 
delaying vition, the Lozd will not tatry, Grace be with you 
Many are with you, but there is one who is above Millions. 
St. Andrews. Auguſt 8: 1658, Your own Brether, 3. K. 


1 


as 1 8 | 3 has d. 
| 4 | | | N him, 
3 Fer Mr. JOHN S CO Tat Oxzame. You, 
_- Reverend and dear Prother | | * 

O Man qwes more to the Church of God with you, than poi i119! 
: and wretci:ed 1: But when weakneſs of Body, and the Lom leu. 
| by it, did forbid me to underrake a leſſer journey toEdinburgh,! i 5! 


forvidden far mote to journey thither; and believe it, nothing be 
ſides this doth hinder. I am unable to overtake what the Lok hy 
laid upon me here; and therefore I deſire to ſubmit toSoveraigntt) 
and muſt be filent; if my Prayers and beſt Deſires to the Lon 
could contribute any thing for promoving of his work, my Soul! Judgr 
deſite is, that the wilderneſs, and that Place, (to which I ove ny alt 
firſt breathing) in which 1 fear Chriſt was ſcarce named, as touch 
ing any Reality or Power of Godlineſs, may bloſſom as a Roſe. 


deſiring and praying that his name may be great among you, 40 1 
entteating that you may bel ie ve, that the Names of the Lords ! 
verſaties ſhall be written in the Eatth, and that, who ſo will note. 8 In 
up of all the Families of the Earth unte Fernſalem, to worſhip tem. 
"King, the LORD of Hoſts, even upen them ſhall be no Rain: and thi 4 
the * RD will ereate glory upon every Aſſembly in mount Zin = 
left, 8 | - | 3 120 
Sr, Aud. June 15. 1655. Tour own Brother ix 3 


flow i 


Fo _— | 
Nam 
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Miniſter of the Goſpel at Glaſgow, ſonie few days 
before his Death. ee 


ir; 3 9 Fs | 

| Would ere pow have Written to you, had I not known, your health, 
vegker and weaker, could ſcarce pern. it you to heat or read, I need 

not ſpeak wuch, the way you know, and have Preached to others 


youll: he skill of the guide, & the glory of the home beyond Neath. And 
peu hen he ſays, come and ſee, it will be your gain to obey, and go out 
frond meet the bridegroom. What acceſſion is made to the higher 
th ouſe of his kingdom ſhould not be our loſs, tho it be a real loſs to 


the Church of God ; but we count ce way, and the Lonp counts 
another way, He is infallible and the oniy wile Gov, and needs 
none of us. Had he needed 4% and the Prophets their ſtay ing in 


inthe Body, he could have taken another way. Who dare bid you 
youl8Wczf your thoughts back on Wife or Caildren, when he has ſaid, 


leave them lo ne, ad come ap hither ? Ox who can perſwade you to 
die ox live, as if that were arbitrary to us, and not his alone, why 
has determined the number of your Moneths ? it fo it ſeem good to 
bim, follow your ſorerunner and guide; it is an unknown Land to 
you, Who was never there before; but the Land is good, and the 
company before the Throne Gdefireable, and ic who fits on thy 


doc Throne is his alone a ſufficlent Heaven. Glace, grace be with 
Lon you. | | 85 5 
un L.. Andress, if. June 1656. Teurs inthe Lord 8. R. 

; by 898 8 | | 
nit Mt RUTHEREFOORDs | 
ORD | | "TE 
oulMſudgment, ſent to ſome Brethren, about Petitioning his Majcſi, 
: oi aiter his Return; And for ownitg ſuch, who were cenſured waiie 
uch about that fo neceſſary Duty, e 

1 Reverend and dtar Bret hren; | oy 

s at * a matter of difficulty to me to Write at this diſtance, not hav- 
W ing heard your debates. It ſeems the Lord calls us to give in- 
b t ommation to the Kings Majeſty of affairs. The Loxy's admitable 
t brovideace in bringing him to his Throne, and laying aſide others, 


who were enemies to the cauſe and ſwotu Covenant of GOD (ſo that 
nov the Government is in a right line) is to be adoted; and I judge 
( vithour preſcribing) that tome ſhould be ſent to his Majefy, 
to congratulate that providence; and the reafon of our being 10 
lo in lend ing would be rendered. 2. We would write, net in the 

Name of the Kick of Scetiaud; but inthe Name of a moſt conſide- 
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4 . Mr Ruthoſwds Epiſt, 6,61 


God in Families and ſolitary Fatts, To his Grace, who candirg, pul 
quicken and ſtrengthen you, I commend you, and am, 
Se. Andrews, Nur loving Brother, S. N, — 
For Mr JOHN S CO, at Oxname, 
Reverend and dear Brether; | 
Qur letter, that came unto me of Auguſt 2. To be at Edinbmnj 
upon Auguſt, 2. was unknown to me by the Subſotiption; bu 
lince it was written for ſo honourable and warrantable a Truth 9 TY 
Cunlsr, as a Teſtimony againil Toleratien if my health would hav ee 
permitted, and my dayly menacivg Gravel, I ſhould have come nor 
Edinburgh. What either Counſel, Countenance, or clearing ju he 5 
could have had from the like of me, I cannot ſay, nor date IIpei ber 
much but with a reſerve of the help of his Grace. I dei end 
to deſire and purpoſe by ſtrength from above, to on tu Hou 
* Cauſe, and to joyn with you, and ſome in this Church the c 
| beſides your Preſbytery, who will own that Cauſe, ls Pd 
| ſtrong in the Lon p, and in the Power of his might. This cloud vii oc 
| over: could we live by Faith and wait on a ſpeaking and a ſeeming the 
delaying viſion, the Logp will not tatry, Grace be with cat; 
Many are with you, but there is one who is above Millions, leave 
St. Andrew. Auguſt 8: 1658, Your own Brother, 3. K. * 
| has 
—— — Ton — P#kkr, 
1 Fer Mr, JOHN S CO Tat Oxname. Job, 
{ Reverend and dear Brother; | : —_ = 
| Ns Mznawes more to the Church of God with you, than po 
and wretched 1: But when weakneſs of Body, and the Longe. 
*  * by u, did forbid me to underrake a leſſer journey toEdinbrgh,l u 5: 
forvidden far mote to journey thicker ; and believe it, nothing be 
ſides this doth hinder, I am unable to overtake what the Los iy 
laid upon me here; and therefore ] deſire to ſubmit toSoveraignit) 
and muſt be ſileut; if my Prayers and beſt Deſires to the Longs , 
could contribute any thing for promoving of his work, my Sc 
deſite is, that the wilderneſs, and that Place, (to which I owe m1 
firſt breathing ) in which 1 fear Chriſt was fcarce named, as * ad 
ing any Reality or Power of Godlineſs, may bloſlom as a Role. 
deſiring and praying that his name may be great among = , 4 
entteating that you may believe, that the Names of the Lords 4 12 
-  verſaries ſhall be written in the Eatth, and that, who ſo will not en ** 
up of all the Families of the Earth unte Jeruſalem, to ny th . 
"King, the LORD of Hoſts, even upen them ſhall be no Rain an 10 4 
the LORD will ereate glory upon every Aſſembly in meant in * 
W ; ther in | vit 
St. And. June 15. 1655. Tour own Brother in wo 
dds LORD S. R. Now 
R 3 75 Ig 
Nam 


N 2 < — - 
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> > — — — _ 5 —— 
? * . 


pil, 62, 637 Letters 43 


— 


9 Lag 


fer Mr. JAMES DUR AH A M, 


Miniſter of the Goſpel at Glaſgow, ſonie few days 
before his Death, 1 


bunk | 

H Hir; : „ | 

h of Would ere vow have Written to you, had I not known, your health, 
ae weaker and weaker, could ſearce pern. it you to heat or read, I need 


when he ſays, come and ſee, it will be your gain to obey, ard goout 
and meet the bridegroom. What acceſſion is made ro the higher 


the Church of Cop: but we count cae way, and the Lonp counts 
another way. He is infallible and the oniy wife Gov, and needs 
none of us. Had he needed Moſes and the Prophets their ſtay ing in 
the Body, he could have taken another. way. Who dare bid you 
aſt your thoughts back on Wife or Caildren, when he has ſaid, 
de or live, as if that were arbitrary to us, and not his alone, who 
has determined the number of your Mcneths e it fo it ſeem good to 
him, follow your ſorerunner and guide; it is an unknown Land to 


company before the Throne defireable, and zie who fits on thy 


n | | | 
of Andrews, is. June 1658. Tewrs inthe Lord 8. R. 


udgment, ſent to ſome Brethren, abaut Petitioning his Aajefty 
about that ſo neceſſary Dut Y. 


Reverend and dear Brethren W 5 a 
(1s a matter of difficulty to me to Write at this diſtance, not hav- 


ts ing heard your debates. It ſeems the Lord calls us to give in- 
io ch oration to the Kings Majeſty of affairs. The Loxy's admitable 
U iovidence in bringing him to his Throne, and laying aſide others, 


0 congratulate that providence; and the reaton of our being 10 


Name ol the Kick of Scetiana; but inthe Name of a moſt conſide- 


not ſpeak much, the way you know, and have Preached to others 
he skill of the guide, & the glory of the home beyond Death. And 


Houſe of his kingdom ſhould not be our loſs, tho it he a teal loſs to 


leave them tome, and come ap hither? Or who can perſwade you to 


you, who was never there before ; but the Land is good. and the 


Throne is his alone a ſuffictent Heaven. Grace, grace be with 


Mi.RUTHEREFOOR D's 5 


ater his Keturn 3 And for owning ſuch, who were cenſured waiie 


who dere enemies to the cauſe and ſwornCovenant of GOD { ſo that 
non the Gove: ament is in a right line) is to be adored; and! judge 
(without preſcribing) that tome ſhould be ſent to his Majef'y, 


low in ſending would be rendered. 2. We would write, not in the 


Z 3 table 
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laub number of Gedly Miniſters, Ecuers, and Profeſſors, „uh . 
pray for the King, are obedient to his Laws, and are under the On de 
of God, the ſworn Reformation. 3: It is better now, than 6, a 

* Jentences 'and Trouble, to have Recourſe to him, who ;; ' 175 
Place, Parens patris. 4: We would ſupplicate in all humility gy 2 
Protection, Countenance, far more, for lawful Liberty to feat gh I 
Bond of the Oath of the dreadful and moſt high Lofp, avouchin x in 
his Majeſly that the Lord, his holy Name being interpoſed, xillon th 

that Covenant, and bleſs his Majeſtie, with a happte&lſucceſsfy] Reip te 
in the owning thereof, and kiſſing of the Son of God. And abe th 
the Loxd ſhail be pleaſed to grant that to us, which concerns Reis. „. 
gion, the Beauty of his Houſe, the propagating of the Goſpel, N #- 
Government of the Loks Kingdom without popery, prelacy, yi . 


written traditions, and ceremonies; let his Majeſ?y try out Lope 
with what Commands he ſhall be plsaſed to lay on us, and ſee ity 
be found rebellious.5 We would diſclaim ſuch, as have ſinfully con, 
plyed with the late uſurpers,prodnce our written Teſtimonies again 
them; our not accepting Offices & Places of Truſt from them; on 
Teſtimonies}4 wow \ heir Uf: urpation, Covenant- breaking, Tolenatia 
of all Religions, corrupt Sectarian ways, for which the LORD has by 
ken them. 6. We are repreſented to his Majeſty as ſuch who would bx 
conſent, that the Remon france of the Neſern Yorees ſhould be cot 
demned by the Commiſſien of the General Aſſembly, whereas, . 
We did humblie deſire, that the Judicature would not condemn nat 
cenſure that Remenſt rance, till the Gentlemen were heard, an 
their reaſons diſcuſted. 2. Whatever demur was as to the Pandingc 
combining Partof it, we were and ate obliged to believe, 0 
had no Sectarian Deſign therein, nor levelling Intention, 3. They 
are Gemlemen moſt Loyal, and never were Enemies to his Ma 
ries Royal Power; but only dei.red that Securitie might be had fo 
Religion, and the People of God, yerſons” diſaffected to Religio 
and the ſworn Covenant abandoned, otherwiſe they were and ſtil 
ate willing to hazard Lives and Eſtates, for the juſt Greatneſs and 
Saſety of his Majeſty, in the Maintenance of the true Religion, Ca 
veaant andCauſe of Gop. The only Difficulty will be where to har 
gt Men to ſend, But as it will be both fin and ſhame for us, t 
deſert out undelervedly now cenſured Brethren; ſo it will bee 
ſin and reproach, ſinfullie to comply with ſuch things and courſe 
as werteſtified againſt, and confeſſed to Gov. Lean ſay no more g 


eſent, but that 1an. 


7 'Y ; > D 7 1 54 
K Sr, Andrens, 1660. Tear Loving Protber. S. R. [etire 
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Mt RUCHERFOORD His Judgment of a Draugbt or Minus 
of » Peticion, to have been preſented to the Commitee of Eſtates 
" by thoſe Miniſters, who were then Priſoners inthe Gaſile of! 

d inburgh for that other well known petition to his Majeſty abou 
- which they were, when ſeiſed upon and made Priſoners, 


Prat that no Man may miſtake or judge ami) ſs of Perſons ſo fixed in th 


7 „ their. Generation; know 'that (his gran 
Canſe and fairbſu ini 1 wil 


0 


— Z i 9 „ 
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was net ſent to Mr Rutherioord,as 4 Paper conciaded and condeſcen- - 


A ged upon mengſi theſe Brethren, Whoſe love to truth made them in 
if all things ſo tender. that they were ever found te abſtain from all 
1 ' appearance ef evil; but it was more like the ſnygeſtion of ſome other 
. Nl Men (wherein was laid before them what tina of addreſs would maſt 
10 probably pleaſe waving the juſt meaſures of what Was fimply duty 
8 ; in their circumſlances ) than any things flowing from themſelves. as 
lon the produit of a mature deli oration. nk Secondly knew ( mhith- 
ei tor hrmeth what is ſaid ) that whatever it was, or who ever gave 
e the viſe tort vet it war never Made uſo of, nor preſented ts the Com- 
ei mittceof Efates by eny of theſe ſailhſul Men, | wheſe praiſe for their F 
* faclity fx:dneſp, real and wnianied integrity, Is in the Chur - 


ef brit. 


Dear Priiber 8 OLE 5 3 
eon Am ( 55 ye know) ſtraitned as ano: her ſufſer ing Man, but dare not 
petition thiscemmittee. 1. Becauſe it draws us to capitulate with 
ſuch, as have the advantage of the mount, the Lox p ſo diſpoſing 
jor the preſents; and to bring the matters 0f Chriſt to yea and no(you 


— 


ate 6 5 
bo being priſeners and m the powers) is a hazard. 2: A ſpeaking co 
dan bem in Witte and paſſing in ſilence the ſworn Covenant, and the 


c cauie of God, which is the very preſent controverſy, is contrair to 
the practice of Chriſt, and the Apoſlles, who being accuſed, or not 
nö eceuled, avouched Chriſt to be the Son of Cop, and the Meſſias, and 
that the Dead muſt riſe again; even when the Adverfary miſtated the 
deal queſtion. Yea, filence of the Cauſe of GOD, which adverſaries 
paſecute, ſeems a tacite deſerting of the Cauſe ; when the ſtate of 


The! thequeſtion is known to beholders ; and 1 know theBrethren intend 
rette leave the Cauſe, 3: I know no offence you have given (Iwill 


po ſay what offence may be taken) either as to the matter: or man- 

ner of your Petition: fer if what you have done, but a neceſſarie 

lil we} laid aſide by others, a duty cau never give an offence to Chriſt, 
and ſo 


auen lo none toMen. But Chriſtians will look upon a pious, hatm- 
C0 els, and innocent Petition, tothe prince, in the matters of the 
bare Loss Honour, and good of his Church, tho proffered by one or 


5 td en they were ſilent, whole it is to ſpeak and act, as a ſeaſo- 

nie duty. a: The draught of tliat zetition, which you ſent me, 
peaks not one Word of the Covenant of God : for the adhering to 
#n.ch, you now ſuffer, and which is the object of Mens hatred, aud 
he ciructioa whereof, is the great Work of the Times; and your 
Hence, in this nick of Time, appears to be a vot conirſhon of 
| Af before Men: andyouwantnothingto bet an uncleanlie 
leliverance, but the proſeſſion of ſilence. 5. ere is a promiſe 
ad real purpoſe (as the Petition ſayeth) tu Jive peaccabiic under 
he Kings authoritie. But. 1; You do not {0 a wer car didlie and 
e echullie the mind of the Rulets, wao to your knodleage mean 
Arber thing, by As hority, than yeu do fur you. mean his 
il zuthoritie, his authoritic in the Lon, and his Juli greatueis. ta 


— — 7 —— 
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rac maintenance of true Re igion, as in the Covenant, 

of Faith, and Catechiſms, isex prefſed, from the word ond 


mean his ſupream Authority and abſolute prerogativ 
l aud ad e aboy 
as their Acts clear, and as their Practice i, for they refuſed 


Mts E 
beben 
of Gol 
Lontng 
uſe, w. 


ſuch, as were unwilling to fubſcribe their Bond; to { 

1 l C! add ia the 
in the LOR O, ot j aſt and lawful Authority, or ee lake hi 
freſſea in the Covenant, But this draught of a Petition, under e ® q 
own Hand, Yields the ſence and meaning to them, hich they ein the o 


ducen 
amber: 
ver: 

ſeit a 
Lord 

le LOA] 
laid! 
the P. 
h Edo 
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2. That Authority, for which they contend, is excluſive of | 
ſworn Covenant; ſo that except ye had ſaid you hall be ſubje 
the Kings authority in the LORD, or accerding te the Sworn © 
nent, you ſay nothing to the Point in hand; and that ſure js ; 
your meaning. 3. Whoever promiſed ſo much of peaceable | 
ving under h:s Majeſties authority, leaving out the , expoſition 
the 3. Command, as your Petition doth, may upon the very f 
Ground, Subſcribe the Bond, refuſed by rhe Godly, and ſoyoup 
_ from ihe Covenant, and make all theſe by- paſt actings of thisk 

and State, thoſe years bypaſt, to be horrid Rebellion: and h 
deep that guiltineſs draws, conſider, 6. A condemning of then 
menftrance, ſimply and without any Limitation andDiſtinRion,i 
condemaing of many preciqus Ones ia the Land, and a paſl 
from the Cauſes of God's wrath which is the chief matter oft 
Remonffranco. 7. That nothing is before your Eyes but the er 
neut ion of your conſcience, is indeed believed by the godly, wi 
know you; but a paſſing in ſilence of the honeſt Materials, in 
tormer Petition to his Majeſiy, ſeems, to be a deſerting theteo 
| ace in all your Petition, you do not once ſay, yes cannot but adh 
to thats piows Petition, as your neceſſary duty ; and that 200 inte 

inthe Petition the happineſs of his Hicks, is alſo believed. 0e 
Brother, ſhow ta our Brethren, the Loxp CuRIsr in your Perla 
Rar i mn«trd a queſtion betwixt him and the powers on Earth, f 


only wiſe Gop lead you now, hen he hath biought you forth! V 
publick ſo to act, as if ye did ſee Jeſus Chriſt by you, and dchol 

ing you, It is eaſy fortuch as are on the ſhore, to throw a Coulill ., 
to thoſe that are toſſed in the Sea, But only living by Faith, Mo 


by fetching ſtrength and comfort. from CHRIS, can you be vide! 

ous, and have right to the precious Promiſes of the Tree of Lite, 

the hidden Manna, ot the gifted morning Star. and the like, mi 

to thoſe who overcome; to whoſe Strength and Grace Bretiue 

who deſite with me to remember you, do recommend you, I U 
5 Dear Brother. 

St- Andrews. 1660. Yowrs in the Lord, S. N. 


. 


L 


| For the right Henenrable, 
My Lady Viſcounteſs of KENMURE., 
M AD A M,; | | 
T is not my Part to ze unmindful of you: be not afflicted far jd 
I Brecher cue Marqueſs of Argyle, as to the main? in my 5 
| / append 


» 
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\chenfion; the ſeed of Gop being in him, and love to the Feo- 
ofGop and his Caule, it will be well: the making particular 
boning with the Lokp, and peace with Gop, and owning bis 
iſe, vnen too many diſown it, will make his peace with the 
othe furer. The LR; is beginning to reckon with ſuch, as did 
Ge his Cauſe and Covenant; and until we return to him our 
e M not be like a River, and as the waves of the Sea, How- 
the open ing of the Boſom, to take in all the Malignants, can 
quce no better Fruits, The LoxD calleth us to flie in to gut 
mbers, and ſhut the Doots, till the Indignation be over, a: 
ber: 20: The Lilly among the Thorns is jo ſerved s he hiderts 
eit and our Mountain is removed, and we are troubled; but 
Lord Reign s, let the Earth tremble, and let che Earth rejeyce. 
LoD without Blood broke the yoke of Uſurping oppreſlours, 
laid them aſide, the ſame Lox can ſettle Throne and Kingdom 
the Pillzrs of Heaven: but Othe controverſy the Loxp hath - 
dom, and thoſe who covenanted with us, and then ſold us; 
[withthoſe of whom the holy Ghoſt ſpeaks, Lamext. 2. ver. 
Thy Prophets have ſeen vain and fooliſh things for thes, they have 
diſcovered thine iniquity te ture away thy Captivity; but have 
ir chee falſe Burdens, and Cauſes of Baniſhment, The time of 
ab; ſuffering is but ſhort, and the viſion will ſpeak: could we be 
m under deadneſs, and watch unto Wreſiling and Trayer with tho 
w, and live more by Faith, we fhould be more than Conque- 
Wait upon the Logp, and faint not. The Lord Jeſus be with 
Spirit. 8 | | 


it, Andrews. 24. July, 1660, Tears 4 all reſpectiue obſer- 
dance in the LORD, S. R. 


_— — 4 2 —_ 8 
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| Fer MifreſS C RAI G. 
Vpon the Death ot her hopeful Son, who was drowned, 
waſhing himſelf in a River in France. 
Miſtreſs; . e ; 
OV have ſo learned Chrift, as now in the Furnace, what droſs, 
and what ſhining of Faith may appear, muſt come forth, 6 
ud of the removal of your Son Mr. Themas; Tho 1 be dull e- 
ach in diſcerning,y-t I was Witneſs to {ome Spiritual favouri preſs 
the new Birth and hope of the iclurretion, which I ſaw in the 
pul youth, when he was, as was feared; a dying in this city. 
ince it was written and adviſedly appointed, in the ſpotleſs and 
If decree of the Lon p, where, and betore wiiat Witneſſes, and in 
* manner, whether by a Fever, the Mother being at the bed. (ice, 
'ome other way in a far Countiy, (dear Patriarch died inEpypr, | 
0s to the Lon po have wanted Burials, Ef. 65: wer. 3:) ur 
eſt vill be, to de ilent, and command the Heart to utier 30 ics 
ing and fretting thoughts of the holy difpenſation of Cob. 7. 
Manis beyond the Az ald of dilpute, the precious Youth :» per - 
2 5 oe ied 


1 


— 


s Mir, Rutherfoird's Fnfit. 
tected and glorified. 2. Had the Youta lien Year and Daybaim 


beſide a Witneſſing Mother, it had been pain and grief leng:hey 
out to you in many portions, and every parcel would have ber 


Jittle Death; now his holy Majeſty hath, in one Lump and My 1 
brought to your Ears the News, and bath not divided the grief 
many Portions,. 3: It was not Yeſterdays thought, or the en: 
Years ſtatute; . but a Counſel of tue Lond of old, and Wh the © 
teach the Almighty knowiedge? 4. There is no way of qui ar 
the Mind, nd of ſilenceing the Heart of a Mother, but god and t 
miſſion 3 the readieſt way for Peace andConlolationtoClay-relt | 
is, that it is a ſtroak of the Potter and Former of all things,! 75 
Ace the holy Loxp hath looſed the grip, when it was Faſtred f Did 
on your part, I know your light, and I hope your Heart alſo Way 
vield; it is not ſafe to beat pulling and drawing with the omni - 
tent Lord; let the pull go with him; for he is ſtrong; and ſar; $0 
Will be dene in Earth, as it iin Heaven. 5: His holy * dark 
and order is to be adoted, ſometime the Husband before the i 3 
and ſometinie the Son before the Mother, ſo hath the only i 
God ordered, and when he is ſeat before and nor leſt, in al i 
ive banks, Meditate not too much on the ſad circumſtances lr 
Aother was not Wit nes to the laſt ſigh, poſſibly cannot get 18 Kt 
to wind the Son, not to weep over his Grave, and he was inaft watt 
Land Thete is a like nearneſs ta Heaven out of all the com 
the Earth. 7. This did not ſpring out of the duſt, feed ands je Lo 
Fat by this Medicine, and fair of the only wiſe Logpz. it nit 
and the Skill of Fah to read what the Lonp writes upon the Ci 45 
and to ſpell and conſtruct right his Tenſe; often we miſ. call V in 
and Sentences of the Croſs, and either put nonſenſe on hisRol * 
burden his Mſeſty with ſlanders, and miſtakes, when he mind d 2] 
us thoughts of Peace and Love, even to do us goed in the latter! ary 
8. It is Put a private ſtroke on a Family, and little to the pul and, 
Arrows ſhot againſt grieved Foſeph,and the afflicted; but ah!) bis 
ſenſlels and guilty ®eople ot Gop ; this is the Day of Jacobs tuo lg 0% 
9. There is a bad way of wilful ſwallowing of a temptation, ant er, | 
digeſting it, or lay ing it out of memory, without any vidorial 3 
of Faith; the Lord, who forbids fainting, foxbids alſo. deſpf mp! 
but it is eaſiet to counfel thanto ſuffer ; rhe only wiſe Loxd fu * 
patience. It u ere not a g iſs to call home tae other Youth, | 8 
not a little afflicted for my Lady. Renmares condition: I & 1 
when jou ſee her, 1 : member my humble reſpects to her: my Wl Jet 
heartily rememdets her to you, and is wounded nu, 
mind with your preſent condition, and fufters with yo gt! ot e 
with YOu, ” Wi oi 
| - the 


eart 


8! Andrews, , Augat 1c Tar: no 
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e be zr SAMUEL NUTHERFTOORD 
"Y 1 Mr WILLIAM GUTHRY. 

a fm Ia the Army was at Stirling, after the Defeat at Dambar, and 


the Godly in the Weſt were falſely Branded, with intended Com- 


_ yance with the Uſurpers : about the time when theſe Debates 
9 ane that differer ee concerning the Publick Reſolutlons, aroſe. 
ol Reverend Brother, © | 


dia not Dream of ſuch ſhortneſsof Breath, and fainting in the * 
way toward our Countrey. Ithought, Ihad no mcreto do, but 
ein my Neſt, and bow down my ſinful Read, and let him put on 
eCrown, and ſo end. I have ſuffered much, but this is the thick- 


i datknels, and the firai:eſt ey of the Way Lhave yet trod. I ſee 
* ore ſuffering yet behind, and] fear from the keepers of the Vine. 
ales tme obtain of you, that you would preſs upon the Lokp's People, 


uber vould ſtand far off from thete Meichants of Souls, com't 

amongſt you, If the way revealed in the Word, be hai way, we 
en know theſe Soul koopers and Trafficquers fiew not the way of 
lvation. Alas! Alas! Poor I am, ut erlie loſt, my ſkate of 
aven is gone, and my hope is periſhed, and I am cut off fiom 
e Log bp, if hitherto out of the Way, but I care not judge kind 
rift; for, if it may be but permitted, (with reverence to his great- 
and highneſs be it ſpoken ) 1 will before Witneſſes produce his 
n Hand, that he ſaid, this is the Way, walk thos in it, and he 
not except againſt his own ſeal, Iprofeſs, I am aluioſt broken 
id alittle fleepy, and would fain put off this Body ; but this is my 
tfirmity, who would be under the ſhadow and covert of that good 
and, once to be without the reach and blaſt of the terrible onc. 


k 1m a fool, there is none that can over-bid, or take my Lodg- 
rol er my Head, ſince Ohtiſt hath taken it for me. Dear Bro- 
„ help me, and get me the help of their Prayers, ho are with 
,and 


do, in whom is my delight. You are much ſuſpected of intended 
Impliance? 1mean not of ycu only; but of all the Pe:pic of God 
ih you. It is but a poor thing, the fulalling' of my Joy; but 
t me obteſt all the ſerious ſeekers of his Face, his ſecret ſealed. 


. es, by the ſtrongeſt conſolation ofthe Spirit, by the gentieneſs 
ny Jeius Chriſt, that plant of tenown, by your laſt accounts, and 


brearing before God, when the white throne ſhall be tec up, be 
ot deceived with their fair Words. Though my Spirit be aſtoni— 
led at the cunning diſtinctions, which are found out in the matters 
the Covenant, that help may be had againſt theſe men; yet my 
eat trembles to entertain the leaſt thought of joyning with theſe 
telyets. Grace, grace be with you, Amen. | 


» Andrews Teuf own Brother in our Cemnton 
\ | | 70 Lera and Savieur, S, R. 
e For 


(i be. 


* 


Truths be owned, with all heavenly boldneſs; and a reaſon ole 


ſolute ſupremacy of our Lomb Jeſus Chriſt. the Prince of the Ki 
will not be buried. It is not denied, but our Practical Breach 


\ our ſweeteſt Lord; yet there are a few Names in the Land, 
have not defiled the:r Garments; anda holy ſeed, on whom 


Mr. Rebe ford Epil 


For my Reverend Brother, Chriſt's Souldier in Bini, 
Mi JAMES GUTHRY. 
Mliniſter of the Goſpel at Stirling. 
Dear Brot ber, | 5 ' 

F E are very oft comforted with the Word of promiſe; thay 
ſtumble not a little at the work of holy providence, $ 
earthly Men flourishing as a gteen herb, and the People of Gedeon 
ted as Sheep for the ſlaughter, and killed all the day long; andy 
both Word of Promiſe, and Works of Proviucnce are 0 hin 
whoſe ways are equal, ſtraight, holy and ſpotleſs. As for me, vie 
I think ofGopsDiſpenſartions, he might juſtly have brought tot 
Market-c:ofs, and to the Light, my unſeen and ſecret abominy 
ons, which would have been no ſmall reproach to the holy Nan 
and precious Truths of Chrift ; but in Mercy he hath covered tb 
and ſhapen and carved out mote Honourable Cauſes of ſuffering, 
which we ate unworthy. And now, Dear Brother, much dee 
upon the way and manner of ſuffering, eſpecially, that his precin 


hope given, in meekneſs and fear; and the royal Crown, andi 


of the Earth, avouched, as becomes. For certain it is, Chriſti 
reign the Fathers King ia Mount Zn. And his ſworn Coven 


Covenant firſt, and then our legal Breach thereof, by enacting 
fame Miſchief, and framing it into a Law, may heavilie prond 


Lok will have Mercy, like the four or five Olive Berries upon i 
top of the ſhaken Olive-tree, and their Eye ſhall be toward the La 
their Maket. Think it not firange, that Men deviſe againſt . 
whether it detoExile, the Earth is the Lonp's; or perpetual! 
priſonment, the Loxd is your Light and Liberty; or a violent 
publick Death, for the kingdom of Heaven conſiſts in a fair Com 
ny of Glorified Martyrs, and Witneſſes, of whom Jeſus Chil 
the chief Witneſs, who for that Cauſe was born, and came into 
World, Happy are ye, if you give Teſtimony to the World of | 
preferring Jeſus Chriſt to all powers; andthe Loxp will make! 
Innocency and Chriſtian Loyalty of hisdefamed and deſpiled! 
neſſes in this Land, to ſhine to after-generations, and will take! 
Man- Child up to God and to his Throne, and prepare a hiding? 
inthe Wilderneſs for the Mother, and cauſe the Eatth to help 
Woman. Be not terrified : fret not: forgive your Enemies: U 
and curſe not: for though both you and Ihould be ſilent, (alt 
heavy is the Judgment and Indignation from the Lob, that i 
biding the unfaithful Watchmen of the Church of Scorlans. 1 
Souls under the Altar ate crying for Juſtice, and there is an 1 


— 


— 
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returned already. The Lords Salvation will not tarry, caſt the bur- 

den of Wife and Children on the Donn CHs, he cares for you, 

nd them: your Blood js precious in his fight. The everlaſting con- 

lolations of the LoRD bear you up, and give you hope: for your ſal- 
vation ( if not deliverance ) is concluded. 67 : 
St, Andrews, Feb. 15. 1661. Terr own Brother, S. R. 


1 Reverend and learly Beloved in the LORD; 
Wh 


1 Gee be to you and reace, from Gop our Father, and from the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There were ſome who zendred thanks, wit 
knees bowed to him, of whom is named the whole Family inHeaven 


(nd and Earth, when they heard of your Work of Faith and Labour of 

1 ove, and Patience ofHope in our Lox p Jxsus; and rejoyced not a 

no, WY little, that where Chriſt was ſcarce'named in favourineſs and power 
ofthe Goſpel, even in Aberdeen, that thereCurnsrT hath a fewNames 


| precious to him, who ſhall walk with him in white. We looked on 
it (He knoweth, whom we delired to {erve in our Spirit, inthe Goſ- 
pel of his Son ) as apart of the fulfilling of that, the wilderneſs and 
ſulitary place ſhall be glad. for them; and the deſert ſpall rejoyce and 
lum as roſe. But now it is more grievous to us, than a thou» 
ven ſand Deaths, when we hear, that you are ſhaken, and ſo ſoon re- 
moved from that, which you once acknowledged to be the vy of 
God. Dearly Beloved, The ſneep follow Chriſt, who called them by 
con Name, a ſtranger they will not follow; but they flee from him; 
for they know not the voice of a ſtranger. You know the way, by 
om i viich you were ſealed to the day of redemption; and ye received the 
Pint by the hearing of Faith, part not with that way, except ye 
7 be no reſt for your Souls therein; neither liſten to them, 
it hat ſay, many were converted under Epiſcepal, alſwel as under Pres. 
bjterial Government; And yet the Godly gave teſtimony againſt 
Biaops: for the Inſtruments of Converſion loathed Epiſcopacy, 
nich the Ceremonies thereof, and never ſealed it with theirSufferings, 
:bcit BY but we hall deſire inſtances of any engaged by Oaths and by the ſüf- 
into ferings of the faithful Meflengers of Gov, abd the manifeſtation of 
of dhe Lonps Preſence, in the way you now forſake, who yer turned 
nabe from it, and went one ſtep toward ſinful Separation, and did it in 
that way you now aim at, and did yet flouriſh and grow in Grace, But 
ve can bring Proofs of many, who left it, and went further on 
to abominable ways of Error. And you have it not in your power, 
help WW viere you ihall lodge at night, having once left the way of Gopgand 
es: miar, we know, loft peace and communion withGop, and fell in a 
, ay condition of withering, and not being able to find their Lovers, were 
hat i forced to return to their firſt - Husband. We ſhall entreat you, con- 
(leer what a ſtumbling it is to malignant oppoſers of the way and 
an e of God, who wich their Ears heard you, and with theif Eyes 


ſaw 


on of God purſueth this day the Royal Family, many Noble 
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Law you, ſo ſtrenuouſly take part with the Godly in their Suffeting, 
and profeſs your ſelves for Religion, Truth, Do&rine,Governmey 
of the houſe of GOD, his Covenant and Cauſe ; if now you build 
again what you ance deſtroyed, and deſtroy what you buiided; au 
hall you not make your ſelves, by ſo doing, Tranſgreſſots? Hor 
ſhall it wound the Hearts ofthe Godly, ſtain the Profeſſion, dy. 
ken the Glory of the Goſpel, ſhake the Faith of many, weaken the 
Hands of all, if you and you fir of all in this kingdom, all rec et 
_ out the hands to razethe Walls of our Jeruſalem, by reaſon ofwhichR®"* 
the LoxD made her terrible, as an Army with Banners; for who" 
Kings came, and ſew thePalaces and Bulwarks thereof, they my: 
velled and were troubled, and haſted away, fear took hold ph 
them there, and pain as of a Woman in travail, And we ſhall be 
grieved, if you ſhould be Heirs to the guiltineſs of breakin dom 
the ſame iiedge of the Vineyeard, forthe which the ſad n 


Houſes great and fair, and all the Prelatical Party in theſe thi 
Kingdoms. And hen your dear Brethren are weak and faintin} 
ſhall we believe that you will leave u$ and be divided from this f 
bleſſed a conjunction? The Lord Jeſus Chriſt we truſt, tall walkin 
the midſt of the Golden Cancleſticks, and be with us. if you willkk 
gone from us. Beloved in the LORD, we cannot but be perſwadtl 
of better things of you, and we ſhall ot conceal from you, that 
ar: ignorant what to anſwer, when we are reproved, on your be 
half, in regard that your change to another Goſpel - way (Which th 
Lokd avert) is ſo much the more ſcandalous, that the ſudden alt 
ration, unknown to us betote, now overtaketh yeu, when Men cor 
amongſ you, againſt whom theFurrows of the Fields of Scot/andd 
complain. Forget not, dear Brethren, that Chriſt hath not 


Fan in his Hand, and this is alſo the day of the Loxp, that fl. 120 
burn as an Oven; and that Cunxisr now fitteth as a refinet off of 
ver, purifying the Sons of Levi, and purging them as Gold an ifo 
Silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering of rigntconne cc, 
neſs, and theſe that keep the Word of lis, (not their own } wy B91 

ence, ſhall be delivered from the Hour of temptation, that fil Scot] 
come on all the Earthtotry them, If you exclude ail Non-coney untere 
verts from the viſible city of Gop, in which dayly multitudes in den dt 
land, in all the four Quarters of the Land, above what- evet out ly Savic 
thers ſaw, throng- in to Ehrift, ſhall they not be left to the Lie plead 
and wild Beaſts of the Forreſt, even to Jeſuits, Seminary fi . Jo 
and otherSeducers: forthe Magiſtrate hath no Power to cont Cop. 
them to hear the Goſpel, nor have yon any Church power ewe that 
as you teach; and they bring not lovs to the Goſpel and ro C core 
out of the Womb with them, and ſo they muſt be Jeſt to em 1 
what Religion is moſt ſuteable to corrupt Nature. Nor can it c 5 C 


way approven by the Lox in ſcripture, to excommunicate on | | 
viſible Church ( which is the office-houfe of the free grace of a 
and his draw-net ) all the Multitudes of non- converts, baptize « 
viſibly within the Covenant of Grace, which are in Gres? Bris 


* 


aud all the tefotmed Churches; and ſo to ſhut the Gates of the | 
| xv's gracious calling upon all theſe, becauſe they are not, in 
your judgment, choſen to Salvation, when once you are within your 
Ciyes, For how can the Lord call Egypt his People, and Aſsyria the 
Work of hi, Hands, and all the Gentiles (who for Number are as 
the Fiocks ot Kedar; and the abundance of the Sea) the „ ingdoms 
of our LonD and of his Chriſt, if you number Infants, as many do; 
and all ſuch as your Charity cannot judge converts, as others do, 
among Heathens andPagans, who have not a viſible claim and in- 


da terelt in Chriſt? The candleſtick is not yours, nor the Houſe; 
na vor Chriſt fixeth and zemoveth the one, and buildeth or caſteth 
20888 1099 the other, according to hisSoveraignty. We in Humility judge 
| vr lelves, tho the chief ef Sinners, the Sons of Zien, and of * 


ſeed of Cliriſt: if you remove from us, and carry from hence the 
Candlefticks let our Father be Judge, and ſhew us, why the Lonp 
hath bidden you come out from among us. We look upon this vi- 
fible church; tho black and ſpotted, as the Hoſpital and Gueſt-houſe 
| of Sick, Halt, maimed and withered, over which Ehrift is. Lob, 


yet in CHR1ST, as Our LorD waited upon us and you both. We there- 
fore your Brethren, Children of one Father, cannot but, with tears 


and exceeding ſorrow of Heart, earneſtly entreat, beſeech and ob- 
1at i telt you by the Love of our Lox p Jesvs. CHRIST, by his ſufferings, 
ry Fr and precious Ranſom he payed for us both, by the Conſolations 


au ond Jesus, yea and charge you before Gop and the ſame Logp IR- 
ay sus, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead, at his appearing and 
. in his Kingdom: Break riot the Spitits and Hearts of thoſe, 


to whom you are deat as their o] Soul, forſake not the Aſſemblies 
ofthe People of Gop, let us not divide. Nora few of the People 
of Gop, in this Shire of Fife, in whoſe Name I now Write, dare fay, 
1d ug if70u depart, you ſtall leave Chriſt behind you with us, and the 
Golden Candleſticks, and ſhall caſt yourſelves (we much fear ) our 
* of the Hearts and Prayers of thouſands, dear to Irsus Chriſt in 


| Scotlayd Therefore, before you fix judgment and practice on any 
r untroden Path, let a day of humiliation be agreed fon by os all, | 


and our Father's mind and will enquired, through our one common 
Saviour, and let us ſee one anothers Faces at beſt conveniency, and 


oo Gop of Peace, that brought again from the Dead our Loxp J=svs, 
ay i that great ſhepherd of theSheep,through the Blood of the everlaſtin 2 
It Covenant, may make you perſeCt in crery good work to do his will, 


4 us Chriſt- and ſhall remain, 

tom i | | 

oy Lb Andrews, 5 Tor aßecbtionate Brether 11 

Brit die LORD, 5, R. 
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Phyſician and Maſter; and we would wait upon theſe that are not 


of his Spirit, by your appearance before the dreadful Tribunal of our 


dead the Intereſt of Cnhxisr, and be Comforted, and not ſtumbled 
compt ar your ways, So expecting your anſwer, we ſhall Pray, that the 


"it de z de in you that which is well- pleaſing in his fight, throo gb Je: 


Ve mention it) whatever we were beyond them to any Chuich 


theſe Letters may come, in order to thine own Eſtabligme 
| in the truth, and continuing in the Faith of GOD'sEleR,guy 
ded and ſetled, and that thou mayeſt not be moved away from! 
hope of the Goſpel, whereofthou haſt heard, by the Slight of Me 
and cunning Craftineſs, wherewith they ly in wait to deceive, th 
art deſired to take notice, to what dreadful and RrongDelufions, fy 
who were ring - leaders in this ſeparation, together with not a fe 
their followers ( ſome1except, becauſe Gop hath excepted thy 
and 1 pray that he may ftill borh except them, and 
inem fee alſo the fin of what Acceſſion they had, to th 
which is ſo puniſhed in others, while they are paſt by and preſete 
have been left, and given up of Gov. Remember with fear 
trembling, how the Great Gos, who confirmeth the Wordof} 
Servants,and performs the Counſel of his Meſſengers hath fulfil 
upon many of thoſe, who fell off from, and forſock the qu 
munion of his Church in Scotland. that which this great Seer tu 
vpon his Maſters ſecrets, becauſe he had frequent acceſs to ly 
his Head upon his Breaſt, who came out of the Fathers Boſon 
foreſaw would follow upon this turning aſide, and fall upon 
Head ot ſuch forſakets of a Church, ſo often honoured by teceiſ 
ſignal Teſtimonies of the great Bridegroom's love towards het 
his $poule, in rejoy cing over ker with ſinging, and ſo frequen 
helped, 10 give him teſtimonies of her endeared affection to him, 
her Head, Husband, ſupreme Loxb, and Governour, In this 
may through Grace humbly Boaſt, ( nay deſpiſe ot envie who v 
we cannot do leſs, without being guilty of the baſeſt inpratitu 
that we have not been inferiour (O bleſſed be his Gracc, to wil 
we owe it; and it is for the commendation of his glorious goodi 


know upon the Earth. It is true this Seceſſion ſeemed at the 
but a ſmall remove (O that there they had ſto p ped theit carreet! 
Rood, without going forward when it was downward) and ina 
ter, wherein the great foundations of the Gaſpel were not ſo im 
diatly concerned, nor ſtruck at, yet after they hud gone fouthil 
us ( às a Witneſs of his diſpleaſure againſt that Rent and Sch 
made in his Body; and that the truth of what his faithful Sen 
had fortold them, would be the iſſue of that courte, might fi j 
tied, wa that if they departed, the; ſrould leave Chill , 
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m, keeping houſe with their Mother, as his Wiſe, in whoſe Face 
Thad Spit, and in running thus away, had made ſool's haſte from 
ne) there was no ſtanding nor fixing, till the moſt ferv:d and 
ou drivers in that rent, rolled themſelves head!ong into this 
of all abominatione, deſperate Qzabeviſmz and fo that Piece 
ame thereafter the ſear. ſeminary, and ſeec plot, wherein this 
of bitterneſe, whereby the Church of Chrint is troubled, and 
ny defiled, has ſprung up. Aud I would alſo ſtir up thy pure mind 
may of remembrance, that thou mayc it be eſtabliſhed in the pre- 


0: Frath, in beſeech ing thee to confider with awful regard, how, 
no 72:1 h particularly in the weſt of ret and with ſome Perſons in 
0 25jacent places ning us, and falling off from us, upon the 
mi: pretence, were likewiſe in the ſame manner (after othe: ſig- 


cations of his diſpleaſure againſt their way, evident beyond de- 
I, and contributive to the eſhabliſhment of ſuch, who take no- 
thereof) left of the Loxp, after their many other wandezings, 
linge and precipitate themſelves into this ditch,and deep pit, in 
ch poſture they ſt ill lye, without pitying themſelves, or implo- 
the help of others. And tho theſe and the like might have 
0 if waning ſufficient, to all the profeſſours of the Truth, to have 
tizaed in his goodneſs, while they beheld the juſt ſeverity of 
[upon them which fell; yet I cannot conceal it, that, as it is 
ef, beyond all that the ſerious Servants of the Lord have groa- 
tu under, or do find, becauſe of their other ſufferings, to fee how 
have followed theſe pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom, tie 
uu of Truth is evil ſpoken of; fo, it fils them with amzzemens, 
ety, yea inking and infupportable ſorrow, to ſec not a fey pro- 
dis of the Truth, fa little touches at the Heart for and tronbled 
on le power and prevaleney of theſe Soul-mutthering deluſions; 
walking with as little care, circumſpectiou & fear, or coming near 
ſpreading contagion, as if they did not thereby provoke the 
ptoleave them to that which ought to be equally loathſom̃e and 
fal to their Souls, with Bell. Is it not ſtrange, that ſome will 


fie laloof fiom Prelats, and profeſs a hatred at, and abhorrence of 
0 1. Arminianiſm, Eraſiianiſm, $ ectuianiſm, Arrianiſm, Pelagia- 
"=  Familiſm, Antinemianiſm, Atheiſm, and Heathenijſm, Oc, 
of | jet ese will be a fearleſs, yea familiar. converſing with 
1 minable Qsakers, without all due dread of being deſerted of God, 


left to a deſileing of themſeties with Satans lime, wherewith 
[ue beſmeared, and that botch of Hell, which is running upon 
b, vherew it h many, becauſe of their too near approach, have 
hand ate infected; yea and a ſpe:king of them as a kind ofinno- 
{which if they be, Satan, himſelf, in ht; warring againſt Mi- 
4 80 lendhis Angels is not innocent: ] and with leis loathing and ab- 
ace, than of any of the former ; whereas, Qua keriſm may be 
[alled, [if the term be ſufficiently expreſſive of the thing! 
Deviliſm, I mean not only becauſe of what ſpecial Power and. 
ce Satan has been obſerved by gracious and grave Men, to 
| 5 | e have 
. | 


ER. bleſſed contrivance of Salvation, by the Sou of Gop, asa fl 
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bave had over, and upon the Bodies and Spirit, of nat a fey; 
monſtrous brood; but alſo > cauſe theſe have licked up, and 
lowed down the dung of all theſe deſperateSoul-deſtroying hey 
hatched in Hell by the Father of Falſe-hoods and Lies, andy 
ſoever is in any of theſe moſt deadlie and Damnable,:hat-is tot 
their Darling: And whatſoever is the moſt Mortal Poyſon in 
Cup ot their abominations.& has the moſt cloſa ard clear co 
on with the deſtruction ofthe Immortal Soul, this they ſuz 
_ down, and vomit it up, and ſpue it out again, in every Place; 
with a piece of the Black Art, peculiar to that Tribe, diſh u 
dunz of Hell, and ſet it as manna befote ſuch, as they won 
Diſciples, to be ſupped up and ſwallowed down ; that they 
thereby Foiſon, bez ond the poer of an Antidot, thoſe Soil, 
they ſeduce ; aud while. they draw them after them, drown; 
the ſame Perditien with themſelves, Theſe ate the poor inno 
vou talk of. What a Wonder and Aſtoniſhment is it, that the 
ſtink of Hell. which cometh forth at their impure and pol 
Mouths, in Blaſphemies againſt Gop, his Chrift, his Spit 
Word, his precious and pure Ordinances, the purchaſe ofthe? 
of @ax15T, and the means of fellowſhip, with the Father and 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſaould not make all who are, or wou, 
pute lovers of our Loxd I csu CunIlsr in ſincerity, abhot then 
the moſt odious vermine, and black Locuſts, that ever crawl 
of the inf:rnal Lake, or c:oaked upon the face of the Exrth, au 
the ſound of their Blaſphemous beickings, as the vey fibilati 
the old Serpent. If the Spirit of Gon, call a forbidding to M 
and commanding to abſtain from Meats, the Diarinuif 
what Name, or notion, can be fallen upon, or found fit, to u 
the nature of that Doctrine, comprehenive of all theſe Doftry 
Devils, whereby the Goſpel has been from the Beginning off 
through Satans black Art and utmoſt malice? as if in this one 
and ſize of Enemies to the Goſpel, were gathered together ani 
mented all the ſeveral parties, that ever Abaddon and A} 
_ commanded, in his ſeveralexpedit ions agarnit the Prince Mi 
For this at once, and forever, not in parcels, and by conſe 
makes void the whole Goſpel of the Grace of Ged, and the all d 
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viour. This is ſuch an explicit, unmasked, and groſs petyerſ 
the Goſpel, that if the Apeſtl., who ha the Spirit of Ged, 
had the mind of Chriſt, who had received theSpirit of Love 
of a found mind. who being filled with the Holy Gnoſt, ſpoke td 
ducing Elimas, ſeeking to tuin away the Deputy, deſiring to 
the Word of God, from the Faith (the Perſons are of the ſam 
Qtice, and this is the poſt, here the Captain ſets them to ſtand 
try, in theſe terms, O full ef all ſabrility, and all miſchief, thi 
of the Devil, then enemy of all Righteouſneſs, wilt theu not (i 
pervert the right ways of the LORD? Would he haveſpokett 
in anothet ſtile or (train, being Perſons of the ſame pracuce] 


a 5 


* 


* 


zisthe Prey they hunt for, by perverting tHe right ways of the 
„ to turn Men from the Faith, once delivered to the ſaints, and 

um away the Ear of any, whom they obſerve deſireous to hear the 

rd of God. from the truth, that they may turn them unto their 
phemous Fables, and bewitcheven theſe into a diſobedience 
ie Goſpel, before whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt has been eyidently ſer 

k, Cruci ted amongſt them. Tea if he would, and actually did 
k, eren an Angel from Heaven, upon a ſuppoſition of leſs and 
degree of perverſion of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; how would he 

e ſeut this race of Men a packing, without more ado, the way he 
Hymeneus and Aierander, whom he delivered unto Satan, that 
rmight learn not io Blaſpheme? As aftet hisExample, many of 
nycre dealt with, by our faithfvl Men, when inCaſe ; who, by 

jig out Church enſures, delivered the Body from being gan- 


* aby ſoch memberg : but while we are now kept, from mak- | 
the Wiſe: ofthis moſt proper remedie, the holy Ghoſt has ſupplied it, - 
pe rot tremendous manner, and with ſuch a Witneſs, as he muſt 


ind, who ſeeth them not, carry about with them, the blakeſi- 
huge, and moſt unqueſtionable- like Character and Cogniſance 
ng cut off from that Church, that he waſheth with his own 
jd, which they are left to Blaſpheme, and trample under foot, 
erer any Race of Apoſtats were Rigmarized with, And that o- 
diſciple likewiſe, who breaths forth ſo much of Love, is moſ⸗ 
v uptoty in preſſing thoſe, whom he perſwades to the Love of 
i. and of the Brethren, to a ptofeſſedDeteſtation of ſuch ene 


0 to Chriſt; in ſo much, that he will not prod © who would 
of DW their love to him, ho Witneſſed his Love to his People, in 
to ag bis only begotten Son into the World, tobe a 115 
oftrMicir ins, and that they who were dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes,. 
oui ive through him, to receive them into their Houſes, or give 
one kactors for Satan, the leaſt of countenance or encouragement, 

t andere, by the way, let me ſer before thee the practice of that 
| A\inof Gon, Mr Fohn Liviagſleun (of whom, without yani- 


being judged 10 hold Mens P-:{0-1s in Admiration tor adyane 
ear not to ſay, that in the day he was taken up from us, I 
dot ſo great an Ambeſſadour for "hriſt left behind upon the 
Otto fee {cme, on whom this Eljah's Mantle is fallen?) 
vel pattern in theCaſe for thy imitation 3 who, when one of 
Malter ſeducers, and grand Trafficquers, to defile the World, 
Lore etch it into the fame damnable deluſion, whereto he, as 4 
Ke to ment for his levitv in Religion, and what he himſelf may 
ag to beſides, was left, pretending old Acquaintanee, came to make 
c n it, would not receive him into his houſe, as judging, he 
ſtand ot otherwiſe have Witneſſed, his having received JeſusChriſt 
cin his Heart and houſe, than by ſuch a practice; and herein 
ot (i himſelt an example for us, to follow ſuch a follower of Gop 
oke ta {ear Child. O let all who hope to be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, 
acice hom Gop hath made him Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti- 
ur ea | fication 


} 


/ 
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feat ſon and Redemption: All, who know no other way of h. 
jul ied before the Tribunal of Gov, but by the itmputed Ag 
cufneſs of him, whoſe Name is the Lord eur Righteonſueſti; c 
ved and ſan ciſied but by his working in them to will and io co 
hathRedeemed them from e heit vain converſation by his on 
All, who being juſtified by Faith, have ever had, or hope to 
peace with Gop through our Loxp IEsUs Carrsr; / 5, whong 
together in Heavenly plzces in Cukisr, and who ae preſeneſ 
the power of Gop throughFaith un: oSalvation : All, who kng 

other Fountain to Bath their Leprous Soul in, nor ſtream to 
their Spotted end black Soul by, that they may appeat before 
without ſpot, but the Blood of Jefus Chriſt, which cleanſe 

all iniquity, even his Blood, who for this Purpoſe did, thron 
_erernal Spirit, offer up himſelf without ſpot unto Gon: Fi 
have found the ſweetneſs of the Scriptures, and have felt, hoy 
Heatt burnt within them, while ke talked with them, and og 
theſe unto them, and thei: ear, and heart receive what was laid: 
_ who have been by theſe made wiſe unto Salvation: All that 
have had acceſs toGop through Cunts, and knoꝶ no other y 
be ing accep:ed, but in the Beloved : All who {ce themſelves 
theDevil hath put out his Eyes, who ſees it not) under a nece 
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though ina clean ſtate, of making dayly uſe of the Blood ofC] . y 
in order to a keeping up of fellowſhip betw! t them and the ons 


ther and his Son Jefus Chriſt, while here, and of being adn 
to have a part with him hereafter (for that Mans feet hall 
ſtand within that glonous City, whereinto. nothing that del 


prof 
aud ſe 


or worketh abomination can enter, which Chrift goth not wal Pas 
Iwaſh thee vot then ſhalt have no Pait with me, is his own Wl. 

9 

to a Perſon ing clean ate) All, to whoſe Souls, after they la al Sor 
ceived the ſentence of Death in themſelves, Gop hes ſpoken Bi, . 
upon the Account of his Cnnisr, who is our Peace : All who, k of Ma; 
ing they can do nothing without him, live under a ſecn neceſiſi | a, 
day ly drawing ſtrength from Chriſt, who works in them both ur pe 
and to do, and muſt perfect that which concerneth them, and of 60 
only for the acceptation of their Serv ice, in and through Call an 
All, whoſe great All it is, to be found in him, in the day of tup h, 


Appearance not having their own Righteouſneſs, but that 
is through the Faich of Chriſt, even the righreouſneſs which 
God by Faith: All, who becauſe they have ſinned and come 
of the Glory of God, know n other way, but to thro: g. in am 
theſe ungodly, who are juſtified freely by his Grace, throug! 
Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom God has ſet forth 
aP;opitiation through Faith in his Blood: All, whoſe eyes 
has opened, and turned fromDarkneſs toLight, and from thel 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive Forgiveneſs of fins 
an inhecitance amongſt them that are Fanctified, through | 
that is in him: All who have, or hope to haveRedemprios ib 
his Blood, even- the Forgiveneſs of Sins: All, to whom he ha 
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zunderſtanding to know him Chit is true, and in whote 

the has written his Law, and put his Fzar, that they ſhall not 
tom him: All, intowhoſe Soul he hath ſhined, to give 
the Light of thę knowledge of the Glory of God, in the Face | L 
we Chriſt, while this Goſpel is hid from others; All, who a 
received that Spirit, vhich is of God, and not that Spirit, which ö 


- * 
—— —— — 


the World, whereby the Child of God is diſtinguiſhed from a 
Man, who receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
the higheſtPitch and Perfection of natural Mens light judgeth 
things fooliſhneſs, The World through Viſdem knew not God) 
ber can he know them, becauſe they aic {ſpiritually diſcerned: 
hyever have been made glad in his Houſe of Prayer, and 
deen admitted to walk with the King inthe Galleries, where 
held: All, to whoſe Soul he has endeared and commended 
nances, and whe have found the Goſpel, to be the power of God 
Salvation : All, who are begun partzkers vf the Glory to be re- 
and who hope to lie down in the Grave, under the comfor- 
Hope of a glorious Reſurrection, and ſhut their Eyes ſinging, in 
weltation that their vile Body ſhall be changed, that may be 
joned like his glorious Body, according to the working whereby 
able even to ſubdue all things to himfelt; and that they ſhall be 
itup in the Clouds, to meet the Lord inthe Air, and ſo hal 


0 etwith the Lon D: All, who would obtain the Salvation, which 
crit Jeſus with eternal Glory: in a Word, all, who ate 


ſlians, on whom that worthy Name is called, as the Badge of 
| profeſſion ; Who prot:ſs Faith in Lim, whom God has 
- 4-26 fcaled to be the Saviour of the Werld; that one Me- 
4 t which is between Gop and Man, the Man Chriſt 
, #ho gave himſelf a Ranſom for all; to be teſtified in 
ime; he who is the ſecond Perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity, the 
WM! 50n of Gon, equal to, and conſubſtantial with the Father, 
den Werſonally diſtin& from him; incarnate, by aſſuming the Na- <1 
0, k of Man, in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, by which he became 1 
mel, God and Man in two diftin& Natures; unite in one 1 
iht lar perlon: who is the Subſtance of the Goſpel, and the My- {4 


and of Godlineſs, This which comprehends the All of our fal- 
L. oo, and conſolation; yea the All of Chriſtian Religion, is ſo | 
* tupherein, that, whatſoever ſtrikes at this, ſtrikes at name 


ting of Chriſtian Religion, robs us of the whole Goſpe), and 
zus over into pure Heatheniſm, ſhuts us out eternally frol.. all 
toGop,and makes eur Salvation forever ſimplie impoſſible; 
ze belieye not, that He is that He, we ſhall die in out fins; 
ſetevery Article of this, that they may for ever deſtroy the 
dations ot Salvation, is by them oppugned and ſubverted: They, 


\ 
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* aa falſe Chriſt inſtead of the true Jeſus, the Son of David, out 
ü Kriour; Denying Chrift to be the ſecond Perion of the Tri- 
gh bearing Chai to be a ſingular Perſon 3 Deny ing Jeſus the 
00 th . S80n 


d 


Son of Mary, to be the alone true Garift? but affirming C ag h 
to be a common Sort of thing, to be found in every Man, as it by H 
in the Son of Maryeven the common Light, to be found in the mi bein: 
of every Mau in the World; Affirming Jeſus the true Chiu eled 
the Son of Mary, to be only an ordinary Veſſel, which conta ron, 
eth this Light, as the Spirit of every other holy Man doth; Mr el 
ſo, not only pulling down our ex lted Prince from his Throne and It 
Glory; but putting their falſe Prophets in his Place, cloak: of t 
them with the Glory of his proper Titles, as being Chriſt aſuel Wer, a 
He; becauſe containing the fame Lightwith his. Thus do er the 
Blaſpheme that worthy Name, by the which we are called. Thy; WW on w. 
they rob our Saviour, the only Loxp Jeſus Chriſt, who is the biz and, 
neſs of the FathersElory, and the expreſs Image of His Perſon, of MWGiracy 
Glorious Prerogative and Majeſty; and in Contempt of this bone 
atted Prince, and Saviour, cloath themſelves with the ſpoils rd Ra 
his Honour. And thus do they rob the Church of him, whom acht 
hath given, to be Her Head, and Saviour; that ſo, having ho 
ned the world with themſelves into a Synagogue of Satan, they ing: 


enrich Hell. This is the great myſtery of theit Iniquity, and 
Monſter it is in Shew and Subſtance, and in all Dimenſions of“ 
vilry, prodigious, beyond any ſhape Satan ever yet aſſumed, j 
wherein he ſhewed himſelf in the World. The Lord rebuke . 
O Satan! even the Lon, who has ſent his only begotten Soni 
the World, to be the alone Propitiation for {:as, and prepared hin 
Body for that purpoſe, ' rebuke thes, ought to be the conſtant Ly 
guage of the Heart of every one, to whom CChiiſt is become a Sie 
till he caſt forth this Blaſphemous Spirit out of thoſe demoniad 
For what elſe is this, which proceedeth out of the Mouths of ſug 
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ſons, but pure Helliſmꝰ no man ſure, who hath ever head A, that 
Solre of the Grace of God, or is acquainted with the very fiſt pi edu 
ciples of the Oracles of Gop, but, he muſt conclude, Men of He aie 
Spite, Malice andbDialect, Men who talk at this rate of Railing He by 
gainſt our Immanuel, againſt his holy Child Jeſus, that Ciild vi 
unto us, and that Son given unto us, who is yet the mighty Gaithelc 
the everlaſting Father, the Prince of peace, muſt be the ve M lalice 
didat of Heli, and have commenced in the InfernalRegions,vheMH-are 
more Black, more abominable, more horrid and bold 3a⁵ beari 
mies cannot be belched forth. I ſay chetefote, O let all who He 
the name of Chriſt called upon them; All, to whom that Ble they. 
Name is an Ointment poured forth, and to whom he is precious ei jou 
he whom the Father. has laid in Zien, tor a Foundation, and el 
ner gone, diſſallowed indeed ot theſe Builders, but choſen of GOthe 
and precious s All, who feck a ſute reſting place for their Seul; HM 
whoſoever believeth on him hali not be aſhdmed. And ail, e. 

| know no other ſolid Foundation, for other Foundation can no WWSar: | 
lay, than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, he is the ſue and :.r 
Foundation, let them carry rowards this Race of Rennagadr's He 
the very real Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, as Satans ipecial A lee 
ad; 


and Emiſlaries, who with a Malice, infuſed by their Maſter, "nl 
3 e end 


= 
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ling him, and a peculiar keenncts, fury and rage, as ſer on 


Chi 

it voi by Hell, blaſpheme the true Saviour, our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, 
em being come of the Father according to the Fleſh, is Gop over 
Chu eded for ever; and fight againſt that one, that alone way of 


tion, which is now made manifeſt, by the appearing of our 
ur leſus Chriſt, who has aboliſked Death, and has brought 


one Oi and Immortality ts light through the Goſpel, And in proſe- * 
«th: of this War, and purſuance of this open Hoſtility againſt 
«ell Nen, and that it may appear whoſe Angels they are, under whoſe 
0 ter they fight, who ſends them, ſerves himſelf by them, ſets | 
buon work, and drives them, in their reſtleſs compaſſing of Sea, 
rio 20d, to Proſelyte Poor Souls, and draw them into the ſame - 


viracy with themſelves,againſt our only LoxDJesvs CurisrT, and 
lone way of Salvation by him, they oppoſe as incenſed with Ma- 
nd Rage, the Mediatours Miniſters and Meſſengers, ſent forth 
each this everlaſting Goſpel, and to point forth the Lamb of 


ig ho taketh away the ſins of the World. nd while they are 

yu ig the Kingdom of Gop, and teaching thoſe things which . | 
aui en the Lon p Jeſus Chriſt, ſetting forth Chriſt eyidently Cru- | 
of before their Eyes, that they may look unto him and be ſaved: | 
cd, peaching Salvation in the Name of this Jesus of Nazareth, 

© edifying, that as Gop has exalted him to be a Prince and a 


ur,to give Repentance andForgiveneſs of {ins ; ſo, there is no 
Name given under Heaven, by which men muſt be ſaved, 
eue the glad tidings of great joy forall the People, which 
ig the feet of him who publiſneth them beautiful, and this is 1% 
lain of the Goſpel of the Grace of Gop (yea that without ö 
there is no Goſpel and no Salvation) that all may know aſſu- 


id that through this Man, who is both Loxp and Chriſt, is 

it pred unto them the forgiveneſs ofSins,and that by him, all that 

of te are juſtified, from all things, from which they could not be 

ing e by the Law of Meſes : while I ſay, his Miniſters are about 

aba lav ing according to his Working,which works in them migh- 

tele falſe brophers, and Seducers, after the ſame method 

A lalice of Bar. Jeſas, withſtand them, and ſeek to turn away 

we kearers trom the Faith, yea they ſeek to diſſwade the people 

(pM heating the Lords Meſſengers in the Lords Meſlage, in the 

0 le and ſtrain and Spirit of Rabſpateh. Let not theſe Men | | 
ble tley of Miniſters of Chriſt ) deceive you: Neither let them | 1 
8 you truſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſaying this Lord Feſus 4 
0 CO r: lie [ave yon te the atmeſi. Hearken not unto them, turn — 
fe Light with you. This common thing, that is to be found ; v1 


Mun, That's the Chriſ which muſt ſave you, and not this 4 


, "tHe Senf GOD (as they, talk, and would perſwade you) 
by ſumming the nature of Man in theWemb of the Virgin 
1 amouglt all theſe Ambaſſagenrs, to whom the Mini- 
; (reconciliation is commuted, chere be one, More EMiINENT « 
Ae ed than another, o whom his Maſter has given a ſpecial 
01 WW cextetity, in beſceching, praying, and perſwading men to 


be 
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be :econciled unto GoD who has made his only begotten 305, 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fin for them, that they may be made the tiph 


ouſneis of God in him: One whoſy ſhining light, and bum ed 
zeal preves him to be aStar held in his Maſters tight hand; Me 
whom jeſus Shriſt does moſt remarkably countenance, in his i. n 
miniſtcations, in making maaifeit theSavour of his Knov'edge 5 
him amongſt he People: One, highly eſtzemed for his wy of 
ſake, and endeared tothe Lovers of out Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ot * 
cating naturally for the fleck, and trayelling in Birth till q . 
| be formed in his Kearers ; One, by whoſe Miniſtry Satans. 
| on overSouls is deſttoy ed, and they vindicate into the goto. 
ty of the Sons of God, then, as it they were the ſole 77. x gi 
| Satan had upon the Earth, and his only Fanizaries, fitted for i. 1 
work; or, as if they wete ſent expreſs from Hell, they ſet thy 5 
ſelves inOppolition to this Man, and all who walk with hu 
the lame Spirit, and in the {ame Steps, and do all they can, byt * 
bawling, to blaſt the Miniſtry of ſuch a workeł together with 1 , 
As the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt are the Men in the World apt on 
whom they have the moſt pure and perfet hatred ; ſo, it is e 
thoſe Miniſters, more particularly, who ate moſt render and edi” 
ing, and by whoſe labour amongſt the People, their Lond bu 
Maſter, who ſent them, ſees of the travel of his Soul and is (arid 2? 
that they. as the Miniſters of Satan, ſet themſelves. Very fit of 
ſengers of Sataa ate they, if any were caught up to the thin! eule 
ven, to buffet him. 1 appeal in this matter to the expenene ite 
obſervation of all, who take notice of their way, and how little ride 
trouble others, their Maſter fearing little, or finding little en 
dage to hisDominion and Kingdom, by theſe lazy Lybies mung 
Loiterer: 3 „„ me w 
Let this ſhort hint of that unhallowed Generation put us, us dec 
to weep, to ſee, What a domin ion Satan has obtained overt e ere 
poor unſettled Souls, who every day wax worſe and worſe, dei Leop! 
and being deceived ; but allo, to ſtudꝭ more caution and ci Go 
ction in out way, for the future, and that in order, both too] t 
pteſetvation, that that wicked one touch us not, nor have Ho 
tumble us headlong in this Gulf, and alſo in order to theReogi's of 
( it it be poſſible) of ſome, at leaſt, of thoſe, out of this Sa Ne, 
Devil, who ate taken captive by him at his pleaſure, let al ore c 
vu ould be ſaved themſelves, or would not become a ſflare to gef 
by emboldning them by their Example to converſe to their fei ,I 
with ſuch deceivers, ſave themſelves, and ſtand aloof from ti fic 
ration, that they may be ſaved. fo . Wu rea- 
It may and ought to be remembred, and regre: by all he 
that when Satan firſt ſet up by theſe proxies; and appeared iht ro 
diſguiſe to act upon ihe tage, he gained not a little at his opens 
fault, by our Contempt and Security. For every one thought, us Mou 
vil was turned dans and had plaid the wrong. Card, and faileMReto: 
politicks, in falling upon the leaſt probably taking way, ti cke E. 


0d, 


| ke had yet attempted, how either to promove his own King fol 
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fs, or oppoſe the coming of the Kingdom of the Son of Gov, in 
clear a day of the Goſpels ſhining brightneſs. And therefore, 
ever Men were amazed at the appearance of ſuch aMonſter, ( and 
e more they were amazed at its ſize and ſhape, the more they 
ought themſelves exempted from all care, to trouble themſelves 
telling the World that it was ſuch, and whence it cam, and whither 
vent; it was taken by the moſt diſcerning for granted, that the 
1il intended this piece of ridiculousPageantry, only for an Inter- 
, that ſo, while we were gazing and mocking, be might fill 
BW: fage with Romes Abominarions. And the more judicious cannot 
I dilcern, how che Devil in this dreſs, hath had the aſſiſtance of 
old Cabal, the Conclave, and by the Brimftene,which iſſue out 
their Mouths, wherewith ſo many ate killed, they may well be 


bt with moſt, that the Chriſtian World, eſpecially theteChurch- 
, which had enjoyed ſo fair a day, and had been in a manner the 
ley of viſion, could not be cheated into a liking of this Hell-black 
pmpound of all the moſt damnable hereſies; aud judged, that there 
is but little reaſon to fear, that Satan ſhould prevail much, or make 


ke himſelf; Yea it was thought impoſſible, that any, vho had but 
euſe of his Reaſon, much leſs any who profeſſed Religion, could be 
ene itched and proſelyted into a way, which ſeemed to catty its own 
ue dot with it, becauſe its Poiſon was ſo palpable, and Satan had 
een at ſo little pains to busk this hook, or hid his Malice, in de- 
N zuing to murther as many, as ſhoul ſwallow this ſope. Nay, 


g deeply affected, to ſee, what ſpiritual Judgments and plagues, 
vet euere thereby threatned with, and like to be poured forth, upon 

eople, who had walked, ſo unſuteably to that degree of glori- 
s Goſpel light, which had ſtined among us; but Alas! it is our 


Y liy, tothink, that Satan plays the Fool always, when he puts 


to ol 


A Hood and Bells! For, he perceiving the Temper and untender- 
Reo of many high Pretenders, who had not received the Truth in 
nana ve, and perceiving how in Place of pure Religion and undefiled 
er A ore God, a giddy gaudineſs was entertained, as the badge of a 


to A Nogreſſive knowledge, and looked upon, as an high attainment: 


ir fend 
ub ths from the ſolid ſubſtantial and ſavingTruths of the Goſpel, and 


ready they were to be turned unte fables , appears in this dreſs; 


al od when Men in their gaudy giddineſs came to gaze when, they 
red aht to have looked on with the tear intheixEye, all on a ſudden, 
his opens this luce of Hell upon them, and ſpues this Flood out of 
ght, l Mouth after the Woman, who had brought forth tne Man Child 
(a1ledM&cformation (by which he was enraged, becauſe thereby caſt un- 
y, he Earth) that he might cauſe her to be carried away of the 
King od. Oh it this day we could remember ourFaults, and weep over 


t folly, who Gazzied in that day, as ene of Satans nous 
+ i _ tg 


dredio make up one of Abaddens Legions ) yet it was put out of 


notable inroads upon the Church, while he appeared ſo 


ne were puffed up, and tuſhed at the Fear of others, in ſtead of be- 


an, I ſay , —_—_ the propenſion of maay , to turn away their 


1 —ͤñ —e — 


IF? 


The Feſſalm 
foi though we out ſelyes had been ſomeway ſecnred againſt hit 
ceſs, in this garb and ſhape, after the light bad ſhined in (ig 
metidian Brightneſs amongſt us; yet it became us, to have 

deeply affected at this diſmal Appearance, Jeſt the Rumor of 
riſe of ſuch a Generation, after ſo much endeavour to reform 
Church, ſhould have given Satan the Advantage of creating ſy 
prejudice, aginft allAttempts for Reformation, in other Chur 
as that they, upon hearing what giddineſs and prodigious delul, 

ſome were delivered over unto, in a Church of theſe endeavi 
might abandon allEſsays that way, and bleſs themſelves in a ſiyi 
neglect, of what is yet unqueſtionably their duty. But that vii 
gave Satan the greateſt advantage of all, was this, that moſt 
at firft did, (and not a few continue to do fo to this day) out 
kind of Fooliſh pity, look upon them, as a well meaning kind 
Harmeleſs, though half hallocked, Perſons. 
verſed with them, without all fear or apprehended neceſſity off: 
ing a being infected with that leproſie. which was got up into t 
head, and for which they ſhould have been put out of the Cam 
the Iſtael of Gob, as utterly unclean, And hence it came to 
that he who in dildain and contempt of that ſnare, ſaid to day, 


And therefore 


Ia Dog to do this great Evil, began to bark with them to Mont 


at the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and all the healing that is under 
Wings, and to belch forth Blaſphemies againſt the Way andWord 


Gov. 


ſhape, or at the ſpreading o 
conclude without a peradve! 


Let no Man therefore wonder at Satans Succeſs, under t| 


9 contagious Leprofie: Nay, let h 
| re, that it will certainly ſpread furth 
if the courle, ſo proper to preſerve our ſelves and cure them, perl, 
bed by our bleſſed Loxb, the great Phyſician of his Church. 


not followed, Let them therefore be ſhunned, that they may be 

ſhamed, when they find themſelves ſtink in the Noſtrils ef all,» 
ſavour the things of Gop ; and ſhut out from all, who are calle 

his precious Name, as Perſons bearing and branded with anot 
Name and Mark, Let no man who would not expoſe himſelftot 
ſnare of the Devil, and harden them to Deſtruction, liſten u 
them, receive them into his Houſe, ot carry any otherwiſe tow 
them than towards Satans Agents and Angels, who are ſo kin" 
by theit talk and tokens, that ſcarce can it be ſaid, they trans 
themſelves into Angels of Light, that they may with the get 


facility promove the Kingdom of darkneſs. Let me thereto:e| 
leech, and obteſt all the Fearers of Gov, to whole hands tho: !i 
mall come, by their love to him, by their longing after the com 


of Chriſts Kingdom, and their deſires of the Earth*s being fi 
with theKnowledge of his Glory, as the Waters cover the S2 
the love they have to their own immortal Souls, and the Sa 


of the preſent Generation and P 
charge them, in the Name an 


_—_ 


ofterity. Yea, let me make bold 
Authority aß the great Gop, 41% 
Jeſus Chrift, and by their dreadful appearance before hπ 


as evet they expect to be admitted to Chriſt's company, and {iii 


- place amongſt them, who are ſaved and waſhed, in his Bugs, 4 
Fm 


Thi Poffertpri Fi 


1 le Kingsand Priefts unto Gov, and his Father, make more Cen 
e erce hence · forth of abſtaining from all Converſe, beyond the un 
of ant conſtraint of pure neceſſity with this Race of the moſt de- 


erat brood, and deſperate Enemies to the true Foundation-prin- 


Im ; 

us of Salvation, that ever Hell yet hatched, or Satan ſet on Work 
arc! WF counter-work and obſtruct the Progreſs of the Goſpel. The 2de- 
eule remedy, it is true, is not in the Hand of every, nor any private 


iniftian 3 But God has put this plaiſter into eveiy Mans Hand, 


1 {has made it eafic for him to apply it, while other Remedies are 
t vithio his Reach, whereby he may, through Grace, preſerve 
0ſt; relf unpolluted, and pure from the Plague of the ſpreading Con- 
ut on, yea and poſſibly recover ſome of them. Let him but in 


mpliance with the will of God, diſcountenanee theſe Traders and 


kind * . 
uficquers for Satan, and let him ſhun all converſe with them. 


Ire ( ; g 
off not into the path of theſe wicked Perſons, ard go not in the 
to of theſe evil Men, avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it and 


way, for their Houſe inclines unto Death, and their paths 
;othe Dead. None (at leaſt few) that go unto them, return a- 
in, neither rake they hold of the paths of Life. If any deſpiſe 
Lords preſcription, and do otherwile, let neither himſeit nor o- 
ers wonder, if as a juſt puniſhment of this preſumptuous contempt, 
be left and caught into the ſnare. O fear this infatuation, which 
4 oyer· taken ſo many, to that heięg h that they wrangle and 
ret, without a bluſh, the Word of life, and the Scriptures, hold- 


zamp 
to pt 
— 
Mort 
nder 
Word 
ider tl 
let h 


fun forth the plain path way of Salvation, to their own Perdition ; 
, perf ea, and as Perſons ſick of an Hydrepſie, fear only, and flee from 
uch, 21oper remedy. O beware, left while you ſee ſuch a doleſul, and 


mazing a ſpectacle and document of divine diſpleaſure befor 
a Eyes, you alſo being led away with the Error of the Wicked 
|. from your own ſtedfaſtneſs! but labour to grow in Grace, and in 
enowledge of our Lord and ſaviour jeſus Chriſt, and then it is 
1poſhble, not to grow in anAbhorrence at Name thing of this a- 
on11ation, which his Soul hates, as the moſt pure, and pertect op: 
oit.on to that Salvation, which is in Chriſt jeſus, and the moſt. 


nay bt 
fall. v 
called 
ano. 
ſelf tot 
ſten u 
e tow: 


o Kro leit and plain attempt againſt the pleaſure of the Loan's proſpe- 
ransf0 dein the Mediator's hand, ard his ſeeing of the travel of his Sou! 
e gre! being ſatisfied, that ever Satan made or managed by any Mor- 
refote but, I have poſſibly exceeded the juſt limits of a Poſticript,and 
ho- erelore commiting thee to the guardings and guidings of his 


race, who is of power to eſtabliſh thee, and keep thee from fal- 
v2, and preſent thee faultleſs before the preſence of his Glory, 
th exceeding joy, I here Subſiſt, 
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